jrt Forms and Symbols Used in the Dictionary 


Arfj 

adjective 

pi. 

plural 

AmE 

American English 

sb 

somebody 

BrE 

British English 

sing 

singular 

C 

countable noun 

sth 

something 

etc. 

n 

et cetera (= and so on) 

noun 

U 

uncountable noun 


See also p x for an explanation of the abbreviations used in the grammar 
patterns. 


Symbols Used in the Dictionary 


Hum shows common subjects of the phrasal verb 
shows common objects of the phrasal verb 
ME> shows a verb with a similar meaning 
5 qpp> shows a verb with the opposite meaning 
□5Q3 introduces a note on grammar or usage 

shows the grammar patterns of the phrasal verb 
tEEl idiom(s) section of the entry 

► derivative section of the entry 

^ means ‘look at ? 

replaces the key verb in a menu box 
A taboo (see Labels below) 
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Labels Used in the Dictionary 


AmE 

approving 

BrE 

disapproving 

figurative 


formal 


humorous 

informal 

less formal 

less frequent 
literary 
more formal 

old-fashioned 

rare 

slang 

spoken 

taboo 

written 


describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations used in 
American English and not in British English, for example beat on sb, 
blimp out/up, duke it out. 
verbs show that you feel approval or admiration, 
describes verbs, expressions, spellings and pronunciations that are 
mainly used in British English and not in American English, for 
example beaver away (at sth), doss down, put (the docks) back, 
verbs show that you feel disapproval or contempt, for example 
dumb sth down, flash sth about. 

a figurative example is one in which language is used in a non¬ 
literal or metaphorical way, as in His anger blazed up (= suddenly 
became very strong) uncontrollably. 
verbs are usually only used in serious or official language and 
would not be appropriate in normal everyday conversation. 
Examples are abide by sth, embark on/upon sth, vie for sth. 
expressions are intended to be funny, for example toddle off and 
We’ve rounded up some good speakers for the conference. 
verbs are used between friends or in a relaxed or unofficial 
situation. They are not appropriate for formal situations. Examples 
are bang on about sth, kick back, tuck into sth. 
synonyms are verbs that have a similar meaning to the main 
phrasal verb, but are used in less official situations or are more 
common in normal everyday conversation, 
verbs or grammar patterns are not used as often as the main 
phrasal verb or the other grammar patterns given, 
verbs are used mainly in literature and imaginative writing. 
Examples are yearn for sb/sth, eke out sth. 
verbs have a similar meaning to the main phrasal verb, but are 
usually used in more serious or official situations, or in a less 
casual way. 

verbs are passing out of current use, for example, buck up, gad 
about/around, run along. 

verbs or grammar patterns are not commonly used. 

is very informal language, mainly used in speaking and sometimes 

restricted to a particular group of people, for example people of the 

same age or those who have similar interests or do the same job. 

Examples are want in, want into sth, juice sth up. 

verbs are used mainly in informal conversations, for example Tea's 

up! chuck sth out. 

verbs and expressions are likely to be thought by many people to 
be obscene or shocking and you should avoid using them, 
verbs are used mainly in written language, for example abound 
in/with sth , spring from sth. 


asms 

Information in the dictionary is given in entries, arranged in the alphabetical order 
of the key words and then in the alphabetical order of the particles. 


Main parts of an entry 



Further information in an entry= 


Special symbols show 

synonyms and opposites. 


Information on prepositions 
frequently used with the 
verb. 


Common phrase in bold 
type. 


Idiom related to the verb. 


Derivative adjective related 
to the verb. 



Information on grammar 
and usage. 


stand ‘out 1 (against/from sth) to be dearly vis- 
: His yellow jacket stood out clearly aga inst the 
greyl/Utside^ffhechurch tower stands out 
against the sky/^XsfnaiHpgure in red stood out 
from the rest of the group . H2H> stick out 2 
(as/from sb/sth) to be much better or more 
[rtant than other people or things: This 
building^StWidsjiii^rom the rest because of Us 
superior design. <>She 1 Ttfw-~sQzt of person who 
zrtmtys-stands out in a crowdTT (against/for 
sb/sth) to oppose or refuse to accept sth that you 
believe is wrong: Parents often stand out against 
troublesome behaviour for some time, then give 
in. stick out for sth; hold out against/for 
sth 

^ v + adv 

EE stand out like a sore thumb to be very 
noticeable in an unpleasant way: Dressed like 
that, you'll stand out like a sore thumb. 

► outstanding ad} t excellent: an outstanding 
young ac/ress2JgsuaUy before noun] very obvi- 
oi^ru4mpt5ffant: Lake Baykal is one of earth's 
outstanding features . 3 (of payment, work, prob¬ 
lems, etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: to repay 
outstanding debts o I don't have any urgent work 
outstanding. 

► outstandingly adv 1 used to emphasize the 
good quality of sth: outstandingly beautifullsuc¬ 
cessful 2 extremely well: Owen has played out¬ 
standingly this season. 


iv 


v 


GUIDE to USING the DICTIONARY 


Finding Verbs in the dictionary 


1 What ts in the dictionary? 

In this dictionary we include several different types of verbs that are used with 

adverbs or prepositions, (often called 'particles'). 

a Idiomatic verb + particle combinations. Sometimes when you meet combinations 
of verb and particle, it is impossible to guess the meaning in the context from the 
meaning of the verb and the meaning of the particle. Examples of these are fall 
through (meaning 'not happen’) and put up with somebody (meaning ‘accept 
somebody who is annoying without complaining'). There is often a single-word verb 
with the same meaning, For example, instead of *The meeting was put off until the 
next day’, we could say ‘ The meeting was postponed until the next da/. Single-word 
verbs, however, may be more formal than the phrasal verb, or used in slightly 
different contexts, 

b Verbs which are always followed by a particular particle. Examples of these are 
rely on, crop up, abide by. These cannot be used without the particle. 

c Verbs that are followed by a particle in a particular meaning. These verbs can 
be used on their own without a particle, but have a different meaning when they 
are used with one. Brush sth up is an example of a verb like this. Brush sth can 
be used on its own meaning 'clean, polish or make sth smooth \ Brush sth up 
means 'study or practise sth to get back the skill or knowledge that you had in the 
past’: You should brush up your French before you go to France. Other examples 
are nod/nod off, grow/grow up, walkfwalk out , 

Many very common verbs fail into this group. Look, for example, can be used 
with several different particles, and it has a special meaning with each one that is 
different from look on its own. Look up the word in your dictionary, o Cm really 
looking forward to the trip, o Look out I There’s a car coming. 

Some more formal verbs also fall into this group. For example you can furnish a 
room that is, put furniture in it, but if you furnish somebody with something you 
are giving them some useful information. 

d Verbs with a particle, where the particle adds to, but does not change, the 
basic meaning of the verb. The particle often adds something to the meaning, 
such as completeness. For example, you can say 77/ finish my work and then FI I go 
out* or ‘111 finish off my work and then 11 i go out! Finish off emphasizes that you are 
completing your work. Another example is wake/wake up. You can either say 
V woke at 6.30 ' or 7 woke up at 630/ Woke up is much more common than woke, 
which is used more in formal or written English, Other examples are spread/spread 
out, fade!fade away, slave!slave away. You will find more information about the 
meaning of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. 

e Verbs plus particles where each has their normal meaning. Phone back 

(meaning ‘telephone sb again’) is an example of a verb like this. The meaning of 
phone back can be worked out from the meaning of phone and back . Verbs of 
this type have been included in the dictionary where the combination of verb 


and particle are very common, or where there is something unusual or interesting 
about the verb. For example, phone back can mean two slightly different things 
telephone somebody who has called you’, or 'telephone sb for a second time’); 
pin sth up means fasten something to a wall with pins’, but there is also a noun 
pin up, meaning ‘a picture of an attractive person designed to be put up on a wall 
for people to look at’, or ‘the person who appears in a picture like that’. 

All these types of verbs can cause problems for learners, and so they have been 
included in this dictionary. 

2 Particles 

These are the particles used with phrasal verbs in this dictionary. The * shows you 
which are the most common. You will find more information about those particles 
in the Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary. 


aback 

*about 

above 

across 

after 

against 

ahead 

ahead of 

along 

among 

apart 

■"around 

as 

aside 

*at 

*away 

*back 

before 

behind 

between 

by 

*dowm 

■"for 

forth 

forward 

from 

*in 

*info 

*of 

*off 

*on 

onto 

*out 

*out of 

*over 

past 

■"round 

■"through 

*to 

together 

towards 

under 

*up 

upon 

*with 

without 




3 Long verbs 

Some verbs, such as come, go, put and take are used with many different particles. 

In these cases you will find literal meanings of the verb plus particle included for 
completeness. These meanings can also help you understand the idiomatic uses of the 
verb plus particle. For example, at run around , you will find the literal meaning 4 run in 
different directions’ (It’s a lovely park to run around in) as well as the idiomatic meaning 
‘move very quickly from place to place, being very busy’ (I’ve been running around aft 
day trying to organize the meeting.). 

At the beginning of many of these verbs you will find a menu box with a list of all the 
particles that can be used with the verb, in the order they appear in the dictionary. 

These verbs are: 


break 

bring 

call 

come 

cut 

do 

fall 

get 

give 

g o 

hang 

hold 

keep 

kick 

knock 

lie 

live 

look 

make 

move 

pass 

ploy 

pull 

push 

put 

run 

send 

set 

sit 

stand 

stay 

stick 

take 

talk 

throw 

turn 


It is also possible to add many different particles to verbs of movement to create 
'multi-word' verbs with literal meanings. For example, we can use the verb walk in 
these sentences: We walked down the road, o He walked up to me and asked me for 
a light, o We sang as we walked along, o Walk across the road, don’t run . These are 
straightforward combinations of verb and particles. 


vii 


VI 


4 Finding the verb you want 

The phrasal verbs are arranged in the dictionary under their key verbs (for example, 
give, move, sit) and then in alphabetical order of the particles. Within each particle you 
will first find the verb + particle, with no object. Then there are meanings of the verb 
that can be used both without an object and with an object. After that, there are 
meanings of the verb used only with an object, first verbs with people as objects (sb), 
then verbs that can have people or things (sb/sth) and then verbs with only things as 
objects (sth). Verbs with itself, yourself, etc come at the end of those, and verbs that are 
only used in passive forms will be last. For example: 

break in 
break sb/sth in 
break sth in 
break into sth 


put sb out 
put sth out 
put yourself out 
be put out 


give up; give sth up 
give sb up 
give sth up 
give yourself up 


Using Phrasal Verbs 


1 The phrasal verb 

The arrangement of the verbs in the dictionary will tell you whether they can be used 
without an object, (INTRANSITIVE), with an object (TRANSITIVE) 
or both with and without an object. 

Look at the beginning of the entry 
for break down: 


This shows you that in this meaning break down is an intransitive verb, used 
without an object: My car broke down on the way to work this morning . 
There are two forms of the verb 
at burn down: 


burn 'down; .burn sth 'down if a building 
burns down, or sb burns it down, it is destroyed 
by fire; The palace burnt down in the nineteenth 
century, o She threatened to burn the house down. 


.break 'down 1 if a vehicle, etc. breaks down, it 
stops working because of a fault: The washing 
machine has broken down again, o We (= our car) 
broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks. 


This shows you that you can use burn down as a transitive and an intransitive 
verb in this meaning. The definition 
also shows you how to use it. 

Look at the beginning of the entry 
for wake up. 


This tells you that you can use it as an intransitive verb {What time did you wake up 
this morning?), and as a transitive verb with an object [Hi wake you up at 6.30.) or 
with yourself (/ must have shouted 
so loudly white f was dreaming that 
t woke myself up.) 

At keep out , you will see: 

This tells you that in this meaning you. can use the verb on its own {Danger! Keep 

viii 


.keep out; .keep out of sth to not enter a 
place; to remain outside: There was a sign saying 
4 Keep outV. o Please keep out of the office while 
I’m working. 

& v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 


,wake 'up; .wake sb 'up; .wake yourself up 

1 to stop sleeping; to make sb stop sleeping; How 
many times does the baby wake up in the night? o 
I usually wake up early in the summer, o You look 
as if you've only just woken up! o Can you wake 
me up at 8? o He was woken up by the sound of 


out) or as a transitive verb with the adverb + preposition out of, followed by a noun 
or pronoun {Keep out of my way). 

If the verb can also be used with 
an -ing form of a verb that follows 
it, this is given at the beginning: 

This tells you that all these sentences are possible: Don't rush into anything, o 
Don’t rush into leaving your course . o Don’t rush me into making a decision . 

1 More information about the grammar of phrasal verbs is given in the section on 
Grammar Patterns (page x) 

2 Common subjects and objects 

At the end of many of the verbs, or 
at the end of a numbered meaning, 
you will find some common subjects 
or objects. These show you the type 
of contexts that the verb is often 
used in, so that you can use it correctly yourself. 

For example, at break out , you will see: 

Sentences such as Fighting has broken out on the border ; Fire broke out in a 
warehouse, o A furious row broke out over the ownership of the painting are 
therefore very common and acceptable in English. 

You can use these subjects and objects to help you use the verbs in the right context. 

3 Synonyms and opposites. 

When there are helpful synonyms 
or opposites, these are given in 
alphabetical order, synonyms and 
opposites that are phrasal verbs 
first and then single-word verbs. 

These will help you understand 
the verb and add to your 
vocabulary. Information is also 
given about the formality of the 
synonym or opposite and whether it is British or American. As the contexts that the 
synonyms are used in may not always be exactly the same as the original phrasal 
verb, it is worth looking them up in this dictionary or another dictionary to be sure 
that you understand them and how they are used. For example, while knock down 
can be used instead of break down in the examples given there, break down cannot 
always be used instead of knock down, 

/ They had to get the police to breakfknock the door down. SIf you don't open up, 

I’m going to knock/break the door down. S These old houses are going to be knocked 
down. X These old houses are going to be broken down. 


.pull 'in; ,pull 'into sth 1 if a train or a bus pulls 
in, it arrives somewhere and stops; The express 
pulled in on time, o The coach pulled into bay 27. 
2 ( BrE) if a vehicle or a driver pulls in, they 
move to the side of the road and stop: Pull in in 
front of the bus. o He pulled into the parking lot 
and turned off the engine. 

>~svn) draw In, draw Into sth 
SID pull out, pull out of sth 


.break 'out 1 if sth unpleasant such as a fire, a 
war, etc. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They 
would have got married in 1939 if war had not 
broken out o Afire broke out on a ferry yesterday. 
fSUTO war, fire, fighting, row, violence 2 (also 


.rush 'into sth; .rush into doing sth; .rush 
sb 'into doing sth to do or decide sth quickly 
without thinking about it carefully; to make sb 
do this: Don't go rushing into anything, o You 


IX 












4 Notes 

Notes are given in two places. Before 
a definition you will find information 
about the tenses or a particular use 
of a phrasal verb: 

Notes are also given after the 
examples where there is a particular 
point of grammar or use to draw 
your attention to. This is often 
something about the passive, or 
where the verb without the particle 
can also be used with a similar meaning. 

5 Grammar patterns of phrasal verbs 

To help you use the verbs correctly, a simple system of grammar patterns is given 
after each one. These show you how the verb combines with an adverb, a 
preposition, a noun ora pronoun, an infinitive, etc. and the order in which these 
words can occur. The short forms used are these: 


adv 

= adverb 

n/pron = noun or pronoun 

inf 

= infinitive (without 'to' e.g. do) 

prep = preposition 

-ing 

= a verb form ending in -ing 

pron = pronoun 


(e.g. doing) 

to inf = infinitive with 'to' (e.g. to do) 

n 

= noun 

v = verb 


Frequent patterns 

The following are the most common types of verb patterns used in the dictionary, 
v + adv Intransitive verbs, for example: 

break down My car broke down this morning. 

hang around There was a group of kids hanging around 

outside . 

sit down Come in and sit down. 

v + prep These are verbs followed by a preposition. For example: 

rely on sb/sth You can rely on me. 
call for sb rtf call for you at 8. 

come across sth / came across an interesting book in the 
library: 

v + adv + prep Some verbs are followed by an adverb and a preposition: 

put up with sb/sth How do you put up with him? 
settle down to sth Come on children, settle down to work now: 
keep out of sth Keep out of the kitchen until I’ve finished 

cooking. 

These last two groups are sometimes called INSEPARABLE verbs as 
the object always follows the particle. 


v + n/pron + adv v + adv + n v + pron + adv 

These three patterns are all used with transitive verbs, in order to be able to use 
these verbs correctly, you need to know where to put the object. The patterns show 
you this. The most frequent patterns come first at each verb. 

v + n/pron + adv v + adv + n 

Verbs that can be used with these patterns , where the object can go either between 
the verb and the particle or after the particle, are sometimes called SEPARABLE 
verbs. They are shown in the dictionary as, for example, tear sth up: 

She tore the letter up. She tore up the letter. She tore it up. 

When the object is a long phrase, it usually comes after the particle: She tore up all 
the letters he had sent her. 

When the object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle, 
v + adv + n v + pron + adv 

With some phrasal verbs the object can only come between the verb and the 

particle when it is a pronoun. A noun must follow the particle. They are given in the 

dictionary as, for example, fight back sth; fight it/them back 

fight back sth l tried to fight back my tears. 

fight it/them back I had an urge to scream but managed to fight it back. 

v + n/pron + adv 

There are a few phrasal verbs in which the two parts of the verb must be separated 
by the object. An example is mess sb about/around: 

They changed the flight time and messed all the passengers around. 
v + n/pron + prep 

An example of a verb that is used in this pattern is drill sth into sb 
drill sth into sb The teacher drilled grammar into us right from the start. 

Passive 

A few phrasal verbs are only used in the passive, for example: be/get carried away. 
The verb patterns will show you how to use these verbs, be/get carried away will 
have the pattern be/get + v + adv. be/get stuck with sth will have a pattern 
be/get + verb + prep. 

Other phrasal verbs that are used with objects can also be used in the passive for 
example: The deal has been called off. Where this is common you will find an 
example of the passive and a note. Verbs with the pattern v + prep are not usually 
used in the passive. If they are, you will find a note about this (see rely on sb/sth). 

Other patterns 

You can easily work out how to use verbs with different patterns. For example, if you 
look at take sb up on sth, you will see the pattern v + n/pron + adv + prep. This 
shows you that the verb is used in sentences like this: 

Id like to take you up on your offer of a bed for the night 
v + pron + adv + prep 


belong to sb (not used in the progressive tenses) 
1 to be the property of sb; to be owned by sb: The 
house belonged to my cousin, o That land belongs 


.blaze a way 1 (at sb/sth) if guns or people blaze 
away, the guns fire continuously: The guns kept 
blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes 
away, it burns brightly 
HQ Blaze is used with the same meanings. 

<j> v + adv 


x 


XI 







At set out, you will see the pattern v + adv + to inf. This describes sentences such 
as: He set out to become a millionaire by the time he was thirty. 

Boom out sth has two patterns: 

v + adv + n She boomed out instructions. 

v + adv + speech A voice boomed out, 'Nobody moveV 


6 Building your vocabulary 


Idioms 

Many phrasal verbs have idioms 
related to them. You will find these 
immediately after the grammar 
patterns. The idioms in the 
dictionary are ones that are related 
in some way to the meaning of the 
phrasal verb where you find them. 
For example: 


bite sth ’off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off 
a piece of chocolate, o His finger had been bitten 
off by a dog, 

4b v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
033 bite/snap sb*s head off {informal) to shout 
at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good 
reason: I only asked him when the ivork tvould be 
finished and he almost bit my head off. bite off 
more than you can 'chaw {informal) to try to do 
too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This 
time he's bitten off more than he can chew. 


Derivative nouns and adjectives. 

Nouns and adjectives that are related in meaning to a particular phrasal verb are 
given after the grammar patterns or any idioms. Sometimes the derivative has 
more than one meaning, each one relating to different uses of the phrasal verb. 
You will find the meaning at the appropriate entry, with a link to show you where 


to find the same derivative with a 
different meaning. 

For example, you will find one 
meaning of the adjective mixed-up 
at the verb it is related to, 
mix sb up; be/get mixed up and 
another meaning at mix sth up 
(with sth), with a link from one to 


,mix sb 'up; be/get .mixed ’up to make sb 
unable to think clearly or understand what is 
happening: Now you 've mixed me up completely! 
I'm really confused, o He got mixed up and caught 
the wrong train. 

► .mixed-'up adj ( informal) confused because of 
social or emotional problems: She’s a very mixed- 
up kid. 

see also mixed-up at mix sth up (with sth) 


the other. 


[Further Information and Practice^ 


Study pages 

There is a 25-page section of study pages in the middle of this dictionary. You can 
use these on your own or in class with a teacher They will help you to learn phrasal 
verbs and give you practice in using them. 

Guide to the particles 

At the end of the dictionary is a guide to the most common particles used in the 
verbs in this dictionary and their main meanings. This will help you understand 
verbs better and be able to guess the meaning of new ones that you meet. 


Aa 


abide /a'baid/ 

a bide by Sth {formal) to accept rules, a law, an 
agreement, a decision, etc. and obey them/it: 
Members m ust abide by the rules of the club. 

rules, decision, the taw 
MH> comply (with sth) 

4b v+prep 

abound /a'batmd/ 

a bound in/wlth sth (written) to have a lot of 
sth; to contain a lot of sth: The rivers there 
abound ini with fish. 

^ v + prep 

accede /sk'si:a/ 

ac cede to sth {formal) to agree to or allow sth 
that sb has asked for, often after you have 
opposed it for a while: The government acceded to 
public pressure to review the tax . 

SO request, demands, pressure 

Erma Accede to sth can be used in the passive: 

Have all our requests been acceded to? 

^v+prep 

account /9'kaunt/ 

ac count tor sb/sth 1 to know where sb/sth is 
or what has happened to them, especially after 
an accident or a natural disaster: All the people 
who were working in the building have now been 
accounted for, o There are three files that 1 can't 
account for. SEH1 Account for sb/sth is often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 (old- 
fashioned) to destroy sth or kill sb: Our guns 
accounted for fi ve enemy planes. 

^v+prep 

ac count for sth 1 to explain how or why sth 
happened; to be the explanation for sth: How do 
you account for the fact that the box has disap¬ 
peared? o Poor hygiene may have accounted for 
the increase in cases of the disease. leH the fact 
that... 2 to be a particular part of sth; to be a par¬ 
ticular amount: Car crime accounted for 28% of 
all reported offences, o Wages account for less 
than half of the budget. MU a large amount, a 
(particular) proportion, (so many) per cent 
>svn) make up sth; represent sth 3 to keep a 
record of how the money in your care will be 
spent or has been spent: Every penny of the funds 
is accounted for 4 to consider particular facts or 
circumstances when you are making a decision 
about sth, especially when you are calculating 
the cost of sth; The cost of the film and the pro¬ 
cessing were a U accounted for in the calculation of 
the cost of the service. ME) take sth Into 
account 


fSSQ Account for sth can be used in the passive: 
Th is increase is accounted for by rising taxes. 

^ v + prep 

m there’s no accounting for taste(s) used to 
say that it is impossible to know why sb likes 
sb/sth that you do not like at all: ( humorous ) 'She 
seems to like you. * ‘Well — there's no accounting 
for taste! ' 

accustom & kAStam/ 

ac custom sb/yourself to sth; ac custom 
sb/yourself to doing sth (formal) to make 
sb/yourself familiar with sth; to become used to 
sth: It shouldn't take long to accustom your stu¬ 
dents to working in groups, o It took a while fat¬ 
her eyes to accustom themselves to the dark. 

4b v+n/pron + prep 

ache/eik/ 

'ache for sb/sfh to have a strong desire for 
sb/sth or to do sth: / was aching for home. 

H5D long for sb/sth 

^ v + prep 

acquaint/s'kwemt/ 

ac quaint sb/yourself with sth {format) to 
make sb/yourself familiar with or aware of sth: 
He decided to take his son along and acquaint him 
with the business. 
v + n/pron + prep 

act/sokt/ 

'act as sth to perform a particular role or func¬ 
tion: Will you act as interpreter for us? o Large 
fines act as a deterrent to motorists. 

S agent, consultant, Intermed la ry/go-be tween, 
deterrent MS) serve as sth 

4b v + prep 

'act for Sb {also .act on be half of sb, .act on sb’s 
be half) if sb acts for you or acts on behalf of 
you, they deal with your affairs for you, for 
example by representing you in a court of law, or 
by doing your duty when you are not able to: Do 
you have a solicitor acting for you? o The Prince 
ivas acting on behalf of the Queen, o The Prince 
was acting on the Queen's behalf 
[513 client 
v + prep 

’act on sth (also 'act upon sth mote formal) 1 to 
do sth as a resul t of advice, information, instruc¬ 
tions, etc. that you have received: The police were 
acting on information from a member of the pub¬ 
lic. o / was just acting on instructions, o If my 
advice had been acted upon, this would never have 
happened, 1513 advice, Information. Instructions 




act on behalf of 


2 


3 


amount 


rcran Act on/upon sth can be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 2 to have an effect on sth: The 
drug acts on the central nervous system, rcran Act 
can be used on its own with this meaning: The 
drug acts quickly. 
v + prep 

act on be'haff of sb; ,act on sb’s be half = 

ACT FOR SB 

act sth ‘out 1 to perform a story or events that 
have happened or might happen, as if you are 
performing a play: The teacher read a story and 
the children acted it out o She acted out her fan ta¬ 
sies of pop stardom in front of her bedroom mir¬ 
ror. : o (figurative) The whole nation was following 
the drama being acted out on the football field. 
[213 story, fantasy 2 to act a part in real life: I 
found myself acting out the role of good, brave 
patient. 3 (technical) to express your thoughts 
and feelings in your behaviour; often without 
being aware of it 
<Jy v + adv + rt * v + n/pron + adv 

,act 'up (informal) 1 to make sb annoyed by 
behaving badly; trying to get attention, etc: The 
kids have been acting up all day. 2 if a machine or 
part of the body acts up, it does not work prop¬ 
erly: The car's acting up again . o My ankle is act¬ 
ing up (= is painful and causing problems). 

MS) play up 

Ban Act up is often used in the progressive 
tenses, 

^ v + adv 

act upon sth - act ok sth 

add /aed/ 

add sth 'in to include sth with sth else; to put sth 
into sth else or between two things: Send me the 
new figures when the additional costs have been 
added in. o I’ve added in two extra paragraphs. 
rcran Add can also be used with this meaning: 
I’ve added a couple of extra paragraphs. 

<J^v + adv+n * v+n/pron + adv 

,add 'on; ,add 'on to sth (AmE) to buUd an extra 
room or rooms on to a house or other building: 
They decided to add on rather than move. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

add sth 'on; ,add sth 'on to sth to include sth 
or attach sth extra: He added £2 on to the bill. 
BESH Add (to sth) can also be used with this 
meaning: He added £2to the bill. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v+n/pron+adv + prep 

► 'add-on n a thing that is added to or included 
with sth else: The catalogue advertised add-ons 
such as extra memory and software, o add-on 
prod uctsipockets! u n its 

'add to sth to increase the size, amount, number, 
etc, of sth: Taking the children with us would 
only add to our problems, o Music playing in the 


background added to the atmosphere, o (BrE) 
The house has been added to over the years, o The 
food at the hotel is of a very high standard. Add 
to this the quality of the rooms and the service 
and it is cleat' why this is such a popular hotel 
fgUt problems, number, knowledge, enjoyment 
grata Add to sth can be used in the passive, 
v + prep 

,add to gether; ,add sth to gether to come 
together to produce sth; to join two or more 
things, numbers, etc. together to produce sth: 
The games, the dancing and the good food all 
added together to make a memorable occasion, o 
When all the different factors are added together, I 
can understand her decision, o Add the two num¬ 
bers together and divide by three. 

1^531' factors, numbers, costs 
^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
add 'up (informal) 1 to seem reasonable; to make 
sense; to have all the different parts agreeing 
with each other: There ate things in her story that 
just don't add up, o Now that I know where she 
was last night , it's all beginning to add up. BE3Q 
Add up with this meaning is used especially in 
negative sentences. 2 to increase gradually to 
make a large number or amount: Save a small 
amount each month; it ’ll soon add up. 3 if two or 
more numbers add up, they come to the total 
that they should or that you would expect: These 
figures just don 7 add up. 

0 v+adv 

,add 'up (especially BrE), ,add sth 'up to calcu¬ 
late the total of two or more numbers or 
amounts: I never could add up, o She’s very good 
at adding up in her head, o She added thefigures 
up in no time. o / needed to use a calculator to add 
up the bill 

JoUl numbers, figures, score, cost 

«§► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
,add 'up to sth 1 if two or more numbers or fig¬ 
ures add up to sth, they make a total of sth when 
they are added together: Can you arrange the 
numbers ingroups that add up to 10? o The cost of 
all the equipment you need for a baby adds up to a 
considerable sum. 2 (informal) to show sth; to 
have a particular meaning or result: His evidence 
didn’t really add up to very much (~ gave us very 
little information), o All in all it adds up to a 
pretty desperate situation. 

MM) amount to sth 
v+adv+prep 

address /a'dres / 

ad dress yourself to sth (formal) to think 
about a problem or a situation and decide how 
you are going to deal with it: We must address 
ourselves to the problem of traffic pollution, 
v + pron + prep 


adhere /adhiecr)/ 

ad here to sth (formal) to act in the way' that a 
particular law, rule or set of instructions says 
that you should; to follow or support a particular 
opinion or set of beliefs: They have adhered 
strictly to the terms of the treaty, o He found the 
diet very difficult to adhere to. o How many people 
actually adhere to this view? 

Eofj] principles, rules, guidelines MM) keep to 
sth ( lessjormal) 

nan Adhere to sth can be used in the passive: 
All safety requirements must be adhered to. 
v + prep 

admit /ad'mit/ (-tt-) 

ad mit of sth < formal ) to show that sth such as 
an explanation or an answer is possible; to allow 
sth to happen: The situation admits of only one 
explanation. 

Iq5j] explanation, answer MM> allow of sth 

v + prep 

agree /a'gri:/ 

a gree with sb to make you feel happy or 
healthy: You look great! Marriage obviously 
agrees with you. o Mushrooms don’t agree with 
me (- they make me feel ili/sick). 

Praia Agree with sb is often used in negative 
sentences. 

<*> v + prep 

a gree with sth; a gree with doing sth to 

approve of sth, especially a policy or a belief: I 
don 7 agree wi th capital punishmen t. 

Tqpp) disagree with sth, disagree with doing 
sth 

v+prep 
dim /eim/ 

'aim at sth; 'aim at doing sth to try to achieve 
sth; to have sth as your aim: She'S aiming at a 
sports scholarship, o We need to aim at increasing 
exports. 

ubui Aim to do sth is also used with the same 
meaning: What do you aim to achieve? 

^ v + prep 

'aim sth at sb/sth if you aim sth at a particular 
person or group, you do or say sth that you 
intend to have an effect on them: The advertising 
campaign is aimed primarily at young people, o I 
was not aiming my remarks at you. 

[513 remarks, criticism, campaign 

rran Aim sth at sb is often used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

be aimed at sth; be 'aimed at doing sth to 

have sth as an aim or purpose: The new scheme is 
aimed at reducing unemployment. 

^ be + v + prep 


alight /e’lait/ 

alight on/upon sb/sth (formal) to notice sb/sth 
suddenly; to find or think of sth by chance: My 
eye alighted on an old book, o He finally alighted 
on a solution. 

>6Y*P light on/upon sb/sth 

v + prep 

align /elam/ 

a'lign yourself with sb/sth to publicly sup¬ 
port a person, a group of people or a set of opin¬ 
ions: The senator aligned himself with the critics 
of the proposed reforms, 
v + pron + prep 

allOW /Vlao/ 

allow for sth to include sth when you are calcu¬ 
lating sth or planning sth: Add an extra ten min¬ 
utes to your journey time mallow for the traffic, o 
I’ve bought a large size to allow for the fact that it 
may shrink in the wash. 

fofj] the possibility, the fact that..., differences 
gran Allow for sth can be used in the passive: 
This had not been allowed for in the budget 
^v+prep 

a How of Sth ( formal ) to show that sth such as an 
explanation or an answer is possible; to make sth 
possible: The facts allow of only one explanation. 

ME) admit of sth 

4b v + prep 

allude /e'lu:d/ 

allude to sb/sth (format) to mention sb/sth 
indirectly or in a few words: He hated his 
mother’s way of alluding to Jean but never actu¬ 
ally say dig her name. 

rcran Allude to sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: Do you know the person who was alluded to 
in the report? 

# v+prep 

amount /a'maont/ 

a mount to Sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) 1 to add up to sth; to result in a final total 
of sth: The cost of the trip amounted to well over 
£500. o The money I pay in tax and insurance con¬ 
tributions amounts to about 40% of my salary. 
MM) come to sth 2 to be equal to or the same as 
sth: What they did amounted to a breach of con¬ 
tract. o It doesn’t matter whether 1 pay or my hus¬ 
band pays it amounts to the same thing in the 
end. o It all amounts to a lot of hard work. ME) 
come to sth 3 if you say that sb/sth doesn’t 
amount to much, you mean that he/she/it is not 
very important: He'll never amount to anything, o 
The information we have doesn 7 amount to much. 
MH> add up to sth 
^ v + prep 





angle 
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angle /'stjgi/ 

'angle for sth (often used in the progressive 
tenses) to try to obtain sth without asking for it 
directly; She’s angling for an invitation to the 
party 

ME) fUhforsth 

^ v + prep 

answer /'censor); AmE 'am -f 

.answer back to defend yourself against sth bad 
that sb has said about you: It's not fair to criticize 
without giving her the chance to answer back. 

^ v+adv 

.answer back; .answer sb back if a child 
answers back or answers you back when you 
are telling them to do sth, for example, they reply 
rudely: Don't answer back! o He’s a rude little 
boy, always answering his mother back. 

& v+ adv » v + n/pron + adv 

answer for sb to speak on behalf of sb and say 
what they will do or what they think: 1 can't 
answer for my colleagues, but I can manage a 
meeting next week. 
speak for sb 

CEDI Answer for sb is usually used in negative 
sentences, 
v+prep 

answer for sth t to be responsible for sth 
bad; to accept the blame for sth: She has a lot 
to answer JbK o He’s old enough to answer for 
his own actions o When it comes to violence 
among young people, television has a great deal 
to answer far. the consequences, sb’s 
actions 2 to say that you are certain that sb has a 
particular quality or can be trusted or relied on: 
I can answer for her honesty MS) vouch for sth 
v + prep 

’answer to sb (for sth) to have to explain your 
actions to sb or show that they are right or rea¬ 
sonable: You will answer to me for any damage to 
the car o If anything happens to her, you'll have 
me to answer to. 

$ v + prop 

’answer to sth to be called sth; to recognize a 
name as your own: / answer to either Susan or 
Sue. o I’m afraid there’s no one here answering 
to that name, o They have a cat answering to 
the name of Bill. 

EE only name 
^ v + prep 

appeal /s'pi;i/ 

ap peal for sth/sb; ap peal for sb to do sth 

to make a serious and urgent request for sth or 
for sth to be done: The government has appealed 
for calm, o The police appealed for witnesses to 


come forward, o The victim’s family has appealed 
for help in tracking dawn the killer 
loM witnesses, help. Information, calm, funds 
v+ prep ♦ v + prep + n/pron + to inf 

ap peal to sb if sth appeals to you. you like it or 
find it interesting and attractive: The * 'Harry 
Potter’ books appeal to readers of all ages, o The 
prospect of camping didn’t appeal to me. 
v + prep 

a p’peal to sth to try to persuade ab to do sth by 
reminding them that it is a good, reasonable 
thing to do: Maybe if you appeal to her better 
nature (= her kindness), you can get her to help . 
£0Qi ftb'is better nature, ab* aenae of justice 
^ v+prep 

appertain / 4 aepa'tem; AmE-par't-/ 

appertain to sth (formal) to belong to sth; to be 
connected with sth: the duties appertaining to the 
post 

BEDS This verb is usually only used In written 
English. 

^ v + prep 

apprise /a'pran/ 

ap prise sb of sth (formal) to tell or inform sb 
of sth: We were fully apprised of the situation 
v + n/pron + prep 

argue /'ccgju;; AmE tnrg-/ 

,argue sb ’into sth; 4 argue sb ’into doing 

sth to persuade sb to do sth by giving them a 
large number of reasons why they Should do it I 
managed to argue him into going back home to 
talk to his parents. 

® argue sb out of sth, argue ab out of doing 
sth 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

.argue sth 'out to discuss all the details of an 
idea, a plan, etc,, often in an excited or angry 
way, until you reach a decision: I'm sure they’ll 
manage to argue out any differences that arise, o 
I’m too tired to argue it out with you now. o The 
issues have all been argued out at great length 
^v + adv+n * v + n/pron + adv 
,argue sb out of sth; .argue sb 'out of 
doing Sth to persuade sb not to do sth by giving 
them a largenumber of reasons why they should 
not do it: I argued her out of her crazy idea. 

ME) argue sb Into sth, argue sb Into doing sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv * prep 

argue with sth to disagree with what sb says; to 
say or show that sth is not right: ‘It’s cold today, 
isn’t it?' T can’t argue with you there! (- I agree 
with yon).’ o It s a lovely jacket — and you 
couldn’t argue with the price. 
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associate with 


HBB Argue with sth is often used with can’t or 
another negative, 

0 v + prep 

arrive /o'rarv/ 

ar'rive at sth to agree on sth or to find sth after 
discussing and thinking about it: They had both 
arrived at the same conclusion. o It didn’t take 
long to arrive at a decision. 

[qbjI conclusion, decIslon, agreement 
>&YN) reach sth 
+ prep 

arse /tus; Am£a:rs/ 

t arse a’ bout/a’round (BrE, A, slang ) to behave 
In a silly or annoying way and waste time 
instead of doing what you are supposed to be 
doing: Stop arsing about and give me my bag 
back. 

tsm Mess around and play around are more 
polite verbs to use to express this. 

^ v + adv 

ascribe /a'skraib/ 

a'scribe sth to sb to consider, perhaps wrongly, 
that sth has been written, painted, spoken or cre¬ 
ated by a particular person: This play is usually 
ascribed to Shakespeare. 

ME) attribute sth to sb 

v + n/pron + prep 

a’scribe sth to sb/sth (formal) 1 to consider 
that sth is caused by a particular person or thing: 
He ascribed his exhaustion to the heat and an 
unfamiliar diet . 2 to consider that a person or a 
thing has a particular quality: / am reluctant to 
ascribe supernatural powers to a fortune teller, o 
The government ascribe great importance to these 
policies. 

MM) attribute sth to sb/sth 

4P v + n/pron * prep 

SIS k /ocsk; AmE ® sk / 

’ask after sb to ask for news about sb and how 
they are, etc: Did she ask after me in her letter? 

ME) enquire after sb (formal) 

& v+prep 

,ask sb along to ask sb if they would like to go 
with you to an event or activity: Jane and Ed are 
going to a movie tonight, and they’ve asked me 
along. 

ME) Invite sb along ( moreformal) 

$ v> n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n(rtire) 
ask a’round to ask a number of different people 
in order to find out sth: I don’t know if there’s any 
work, but I’ll ask around for you. 

<b v+adv 

,ask sb a'round (AmE) = ask sb over/round 


.ask sb ’back (to sth) (especially BrE) to invite sb 
to come back to your house with you for a drink, 
etc. when you are both out together: I asked him 
back for a coffee. 

ME) have sb back; Invito sb back (to sth) 

(moreformal) 
v +■ n/pron * adv 

’ask for sb to say that you want to see or speak to 
sb: There's somebody at the door asking for Pete 
^ v + prep 

’ask for sth 1 to say that you want sb to give you 
sth: Jodie asked for a guitar for her birthday o If 
you get into trouble , don’t hesitate to ask for help . 
o We couldn’t have asked for better weather, o 
A beautiful house, husband and children. What 
more could you ask for? request sth (for¬ 

mal) 2 ( informal) if sb is asking for trouble or 
asking for it, they are behaving in a way that is 
likely to cause sth bad to happen to them: You 're 
asking for trouble walking home alone at night, o 
'You asked for it! (= you deserve what I am going 
to do to you) ’she said, pouring a bucket of water 
over his head. EE trouble. It 3 to say that you 
want to speak to sb or be directed to a place: 
When you arrive, go to reception and ask for 
George . o Ask for the station if you gel lost 
0v + prep 

,ask sb r in/’up to invite sb to come into the room 
or building that you are in, especially your 
home: Aren’t you going to ask me in? It's cold out 
here, o She asked me into her office for a chat, o 
Once we get settled\ we must ask the neighbours in 
for coffee. 

ME) Invite eb In/up (moreformal) 

0 v + n/pron + adv 

ask sb ‘out to invite sb to go out with you, espe- 
cially when you would like a romantic relation¬ 
ship with them: Has he asked you out yet? 

HZ© invite sb out (moreformal) 

$ v + n/pron + adv 

ask sb ’ovor / 1 round (BrE) (AmE 4 ask aba'round) 

to invite sb to come and visit you in your home: 
She's asked me round for dinner. 

ME) Invite eb over/round (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv 

,ask sb ‘up = ASK SB IN/UP 

aspire M'spai^ry 

a'spire to sth to have a strong desire to gain or 
achieve sth: He's never really aspired to great 
wealth. 

$ v ♦ prep 

associate /a'seufieit; AmEosov-j 

as'soc late with sb to be involved with or spend 
a lot of time with sb or with a group of people, 
especially people that sb else does not approve of: 
7 don’t tike the people you associate with. 
v + prep 





associate with 
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as sociate yourself with sb/sth {formal) to 
say that you agree with sb or with their ideas; 
It was unreasonable to expect the Democrats to 
associate themselves with spending cuts and tax 
increases. 

ElED dissociate yourself from sb/sth 

^ v+pron + prep 

attend /©'tend/ 

attend to sb/sth (formal) to deal with or take 
responsibility for sth; to give practical help and 
care to sb who needs it; I have some urgent busi¬ 
ness to attend to. o (BrE) Are you being attended 
to? 

@1 business, needs, customer 

look after sb; look after sth; see to sb/sth 

(less formal) 
v + prep 

attribute/a'tnbjiut/ 

at tribute sth to sb to consider, perhaps 
wrongly, that sth has been written, painted, 
spoken or created by a particular person; This 
painting is usually attributed to Goya, 

5YH> ascribe sth to sb 
^ v + n/pron + prep 

at tribute sth to sb/sth to consider that sth is 
caused by a particular person or thing; His suc¬ 
cess can be largely attributed to hard work . o She 
said she was not going to attribute blame or seek 
revenge for what had happened. 

WtE) ascribe sth to sb/sth; put sth down to sth 
(less formal) 
v + n/pron + prep 

auction /'o:kJn, BrEatso 'ok-/ 

.auction sth ’off to sell sth at an auction, espe¬ 
cially sth that sb no longer needs or wants: The 
house and all its contents will be auctioned off 
next week. 

0v + adv + n * v + rt/pron + adv 

avail /o'veil/ 

avail yourself of sth (formal ) to make use of 
sth; to take advantage of sth, usually to improve 
your situation: Guests are encouraged to avail 


themselves of all the hotel’s services, o I’d like to 
avail myself of this opportunity to thank you all. 
S£H1 facilities, opportunity 
v + pron + prep 

average /'aevends/ 

.average out to result in a fair or equal amount 
over a period of time or after several occasions: 
Sometimes I do the cooking and sometimes my 
flatmate does. It averages out over a rmnth (= 
results in us each doing the same amount of 
cooking). 

<!► v + adv 

.average sth 'out (at sth) to calculate the aver¬ 
age of sth: If you average it out, there’s one car 
stolen every three minutes, o The tax authorities 
averaged out his profit at £10900 a year over five 
years. 

<!► v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.average 'out at sth to have a particular 
amount as the average over a period of time: The 
time she spends practising the piano a verages out 
at about an hour a day 
<S> v+adv + prep 

awake /a' weik/ (awoke /a'waok; AmE 
o'wouk/, awoken /a'waukan; AmE a'wookan/) 

a'wake to sth (formal) to become aware of sth 
and its possible results; to realize or understand 
sth: They finally awoke to the full extent of the 
problem, o I suddenly awoke to thefact that I had 
the answer in front of me. 
see also awaken to sth, awaken sb to sth 
v + prep 

awaken /a'weiksn/ 

a waken to sth; a'waken sb to sth ( formal ) 
to become aware of sth, or to make sb become 
aware of sth, and its possible results: People are 
gradually awakening to their rights, o The pub¬ 
lic has been awakened to the full horror of the 
situation. 

see also awake to sth 
^ v + prep ♦ v+a/pron + prep 




back /back/ 

.back a way; .back a'way from sb/sth to 

move backwards away from sb/sth frightening 
or unpleasant: He stepped forward and she 
backed away in alarm, o The child backed away 
from the dog nervously. 

HxS) retreat (from sb/sth) (moreformal) 
see also back off2 
4> v + adv ♦ v+adv + prep 

.back a'way from sth; .back a'way from 
doing sth to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
difficult; to show that you no longer support an 
action or an idea: We will not back away from 
tough measures, o The union has backed away 
from calling a strike. 

4$ v + adv + prep 

.back 'down (on/from sth) to take back a claim or 
a demand that yon have made, or sth that you 
have said, usually because sb forces you to: Nei¬ 
ther of them will back down on this issue, o His 
critics were forced to hack down. 

MH> climb down (over sth); give In (to sb/sth) 
see also back off (from sth/from doing sth), 

HACK OFF STH 
^ v+adv 

.back ’off 1 ( informal) to stop threatening or 
annoying sb: Back off and let me make my own 
decisions, o The press have agreed to back off and 
leave the couple alone. 2 to move away from 
sb/sth frightening or unpleasant: As the head 
teacher approached, the children backed off. >*?*> 
retreat (from sb/sth) see also back away, back 

AWAY FROM SB/STH 
^ V + adv 

.back 'off (from sth/from doing sth), .back 'off 

Sth (especially AmE) to decide not to continue to 
do sth or support an idea, in order to avoid a diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant situation: The government 
backed off in the face of strong opposition, o He 
refused to back off from his earlier statement, o 
The rebels backed off their demand for meeting 
with the President. 

** see also n ack down (on/from sth) 

0 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.back ‘onto sth (BrE) if a building backs onto 
sth, it has sth behind it: The hotel backs onto the 
golf course. 

<!► v+prep 

.back 'out; .back ’out of sth; .back ’out of 
doing sth to decide not to do sth that you had 
agreed or promised to do: Everything's arranged. 
It’s too late to back out now. o There’s still time to 
back out of selling the house. 


MS) pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth; withdraw (from sth ) (moreformal) 
v + adv * v + adv + prep 

.back up; .back sb/sth up to move backwards 
a short distance, especially in a vehicle; to make 
sb/sth move backwards a short distance: You can 
back up another two metres or so. o Jeff backed 
the van up and drove off Quickly o (figurative) 
The woman was backed up against the wall 
Mi) reverse, reverse sth (more formal) 
v + adv * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.back 'up; .back sth up if traffic backs up oris 
backed up, it cannot move and forms a long line: 
Two lanes were closed by the accident, causing 
cars to back up for miles, o The traffic is backed 
up to the truffle ligh ts. 

E&Xia Back sth up is nearly always used in the 
passive. 

^ v+adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.back sb/sth 'up 1 to say or show that what sb 
says is true: If I tell my parents I was with you , 
will you back me up? o His version of events is not 
backed up by the evidence. SED statement, claim 

2 to support or help sb/sth: Mel complained that 
her husband never backed her up in the control of 
the children, o Backing her up (= play ing music 
to support her) was the band ’Midnight. Express’, 
Wbb support sb/sth 

<|> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

► 'backup n [Cl [U] (AmE, music) (usually used as 
an adjective) music that supports the main 
singer or player in popular music or jazz: a 
backup singer for Stevie Wonder o She once sang 
backup for Madonna. 

-*seealso back-up at back sth up 
.back sth 'up 1 (computing) to make a copy of a 
file, a program, etc. that can be used if the ori¬ 
ginal one is lost or damaged: We back up all the 
files every night. tsfcJJ file 2 to add sth extra to sth, 
especially as a support: The lectures will be 
backed up by practical work, o They backed up 
their demands with threats. 

Q v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

► ’back-up n 1 [U] support or help that you can 
use in order to do sth: military back-up o They 
have a huge back-up team. 2 [C] a second piece of 
equipment, set of plans, person, etc. that can 
replace another if necessary: He’s our back-up if 
another player isn’t available, o the back-up plan 

3 [C] (computing) a copy of a file, program, etc. 
for use in case the original is lost or damaged: 
Have you kept a back-up of this file? o a back-up 
disk 

see also backup at back sb/sth up 
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bark 


bag/baeg/(-gg.) 

.bag sth 'up to put sth, usually large amounts of 
sth, into a bag or bags: The vegetables are bagged 
up on the farm and then sent out to the shop , 

B3H Bag sth can also be used with this mean mg. 
0 v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 

bail/beii/ 

.bail out; .bail out of sth 1 (BrEalso .bale 
’out, .bale 'out of sth) to jump out of a plane that 
is going to crash, using a parachute (= a large 
piece of cloth that opens out like an umbrella 
and makes people fall slowly and safely): The 
crew just had time to bail out, 2 (AmE) to stop 
doing sth or taking part in sth because it is diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant: The actor who was supposed 
to be playing the part bailed out. see also back 

OUT, BACK OUT OF STH, BACK OUT OF DOING STH 
v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.bail ‘out; .ball sth ‘out (BrEalso .bale out, .bale 

sth 'out) to throw water out of a boat with a con¬ 
tainer or with your hands: The boat will sink unless 
we bail out, o They started bailing the boat out . 

SI boat, water 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.bail sb ‘out (law) to pay sb's bail (= the money 
that sb accused of a crime has to pay if they do 
not appear at their trial) for them, so that they 
can be set free until their trial 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.ball sb/sth out; .bail sb/sth out of sth (BrE 
also .bale sb/sth out, .bale sb/sth out of sth) 
(informal) to rescue sb/sth from difficulties, 
especially financial difficulties: The government 
has refused to bail the company out again. 

<*>v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n + 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► 'bailout n (especially AmE, finance) an act of 
giving financial help to a company, economy, etc, 
to save it from failing: government/bank bailouts 
o a bailout package 

balance /’ bselans/ 

'balance A against B to compare the value or 
importance of one plan, argument, etc. against 
another: You must balance the high salary 
against the long working hours. 

HxE> sot sth against sth 
0 v + n/pron + prep 

.balance 'out; .balance sth 'out/'upif things 
that are very different or have opposite effects 
balance out or you balance them out, they 
become equal in amount or value: If you eat a 
variety of food, protein and carbohydrate will 
balance out over a week, o We need to invite three 
more girts to balance up the numbers (- so that 
there are equal numbers of boys and girls). 

<^v + adv * v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 


bale /bed/ 

.bale 'out; .bale 'out of sth (M) - bail out, 

BAIL OUT OF STH 1 

.bale 'out; .bale sth 'out (BrE) - bail out, bail 
sth OUT 

.bale sb/sth out; .bale sb/sth 'out of sth 

(BrE) = BAIL SB/STH OUT, BAIL SB/STH OUT OF STH 

balk/bo:k/ 

balk at sth; balk at doing sth (especially 

AmE) ■ ■ BAULK AT STH, BAULK AT DOING STH 

balls /bate/ 

.balls sth 'up (BrE, A) to spoil sth; to do sth very 
badly 

BSQi A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is foul sth up or bungle sth. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► balls-up n ( A , slang, especially BrE) some¬ 
thing that has been done very badly: I made a 
real balls-up of my exams. 
raua A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is foul-up. 

band /baend/ 

.band to'gether to form a group and act together 
in order to achieve sth, etc: We need to band 
together to fight these reforms. 
v + adv 

bandage /‘haenchd 3 / 

.bandage sb/sth 'up to wrap a bandage (= a 
long narrow ship of material) around a part of 
the body that is injured: Joe bandaged me up 
until the doctor came . o I didn't see the burns 
because her fingers were all bandaged up, 

IS wound, sb’a leg/arm ; etc. 

SEES Bandage sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive. ♦ Bandage sb/sth is also used with this 
meaning, 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

bandy /'bsendi/ (bandies, bandying, bandied, 
bandied) 

.bandy sth a'bout (also .bandy sth a'round 

especially BrE) if a word, a name, etc. is bandied 
about, it is mentioned or talked about by many 
people, often in a careless way; The stories being 
bandied about are completely false, o He's not 
paid anything like the £4000 a week figure being 
bandied around. 

H3 story, figures, word/term 

UIUI3 Bandy sth about/around is usually used 

in the passive. 

^ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 


bang /bseq/ 

.bang a'round (also .bang a'bout especially BrE) 
to move around noisily: We could hear them 
banging about upstairs, moving things. 

<|y v + adv 

.bang a way 1 (informal) to hit sth repeatedly 
with lots of force or energy: She. picked up the 
hammer and began banging away with enthusi¬ 
asm. 2 if sth such as your heart bangs away, it 
makes very loud regular sounds: My heart was 
banging away unhealthily 
<$> v+adv 

.bang a'way at sth (AmE, informal) to work 
very hard at sth: She banged away all day at her 
assignment. 

Tsyn) bash away (at sth) (BrE) 
v +adv + prep 

.bang sth 'down to put sth down quickly and 
with a lot of force so that it makes a loud noise: 
He banged his fist down on the table, o He banged 
the phone down (= ended the telephone conversa¬ 
tion) before I could explain. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bang 'into sb/sth to crash into or hit sb/sth vio¬ 
lently; usually by mistake: He ran around the cor¬ 
ner and banged into an old lady who was coming 
the other way. 
v + prep 

.bang 'on about sb/sth (BrE, informal) to talk 
or write a lot or in a boring way about sth: Pat is 
always banging on about politics, o She keeps 
banging on about how wonderful her son is. 

USE) go on (about sb/sth) 
v + adv + prep 

.bang 'out sth; .bang it/thom 'out (informal) 
1 to play music very loudly: He banged out the 
tune on the piano. 2 to write sth very quickly and 
without hiking much care: She was banging out 
four novels a year. >svh) bash sth out (BrE); 
chum sth out 

GEH1A noun must always follow out, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
.bang sb/sth 'up (AmE, informal) to damage or 
injure sb/sth, especially by hitting sth else: I 
banged up my knee when I fell off the bike. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 
be/get .banged 'up (BrE. informal) to be locked 
up or put in prison: He was banged up in a Singa¬ 
pore jail for six months. 

^ be/get + v + adv 

baitk/bamk/ 

bank on sb/sth; ‘bank on doing sth; 'bank 
on sb/sth doing sth to rely on sb/sth; to be 
confident that sth will happen: I’m banking on 
your help, o I’m banking on you to help me. 0 I’d 


banked on getting a cup of coffee at the airport, 
but everything was closed . o He was banking on 
the train being on time, 0 She might already have 
cleaned up but I wouldn’t bank on it. 

HxE) count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, 
count on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sb/sth, 
reckon on doing sth, reckon on sb/sth doing 
sth 

v + prep ♦ v + prep + n/pron + to inf 

.bank 'up; .bank sth 'up (BrE) to form into a 
large pile; to make sth form a large pile: The 
snow had banked up on either side of the road. 

<$► v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

bargain /’ba:gen; AmB 'bairgen/ 

.bargain sth a way (rare) to give away sth valu¬ 
able or important in exchange for sth less valu¬ 
able or important: The leaders refused to bargain 
away the freedom of their people. 

v + adv + n * v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 

'bargain for/on sth; 'bargain for/on doing 
sth; 'bargain for/on sb/sth doing sth to 

expect or be prepared to do sth; to expect sth to 
happen or sb to do sth: We hadn’t bargained for 
such bad weather, o I hadn’t bargained on taking 
the kids with us. o I didn’t bargain for Jake being 
at the party, o When he tried to argue with Kate, 
begot more than he had bargained for. o What 
I hadn’t bargained for was that very few people 
would speak English. 

BliD reckon on sb/sth, reckon on doing sth, 
reckon on sb/sth doing sth 

CEJH These phrasal verbs are usually used in 
negative sentences. 

<§► v + prep 

barge /ba:d3;Am£ba:rd3/ 

.barge In (on sb/sth), .barge 'into sth (infor¬ 
mal) Mo enter a place or join a group of people 
quickly and rudely without being asked: Sorry 
to barge in, but... o She barged in on our meeting 
without knocking, o He just barged (his way) into 
the room. 2 to interrupt what sb is doing or say¬ 
ing, especially when you have not been invited to 
join in: As soon as I paused for breath, Bart 
barged in. 0 You can’t just come barging into our 
conversation! 

<§> v + adv ♦ v + prep 

bark /bark; AmE barrk/ 

.bark sth 'out to shout sth loudly: She barked out 
instructions to her secretary. 
loBjt orders, Instructions WE> rap sth out 
Btaw Bark sth can also be used with the same 
meaning; He barked orders at Tim. 

<0 v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + speech 
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barricade /.baen'kcid/ 

barricade yourself/sb in; barri cade 
yourself/sb 'in/fn to/in'side sth to put up a 

line of objects at the entrance to a room or build¬ 
ing, so that nobody can get in or out, usually to 
protect or defend yourself or sb else: The police 
were called when he barricaded himself in, o 
They barricaded themselves inside their house. o 
Families had to he barricaded inside a restaurant 
while students protested outside. 

1212 room, house 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 

base /bets/ 

'base sth on sth (aha base sth upon sth more 
formal) to use or have an idea, an experience, etc. 
as the point from which sth can be developed: 
The novel is based on a true story, o She is basing 
the prosecution case on the evidence of two wit¬ 
nesses, o What’s the design based on?oThe 
report has been based upon inaccurate informa¬ 
tion. o Sue's knowledge of Japan was based only 
on what she had read in books. 

IM3 decision, theory, design, opinion, etc. 

GHE Ease sth on/upon sth is often used in the 
passive. 

<£> v + n/pron + prep 

bash/taBjy 

,bash sb/sth a bout (BrE, informal) to hit or 
strike sb/sth and treat them/it in a rough way: 
The mugger had bashed her about 
v + n/pron + adv 

,l»ash a'way (at sth) (BrB) to work very hard at 
sth for a period of time: I hashed away at the art¬ 
icle without a breakfrom 11 until 6. 

^ v + adv 

,bash sth ‘down ( informal , especially BrE) to 
destroy sth and make it fall by hitting it vio¬ 
lently: The firefighters had to bash the door down. 
[513 door HZ«} break sth down (more formal ), 
knock sth down {more formal) 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

bash sth in ( informal , especially BrB) to break 
or destroy sth by hitting it violently: The window 
had been bashed in. 

window, head, skull, nose 
MB) smash sth in 

0SH3 Bash sth in is often used in the passive. 

^ v+n/pron+adv * v+adv + n 
Ed .bash sb's head/ brains in (informal) to hit 
sb very hard: Shut op or Vll hash your brains in! 
,bash 'on (with sth) (BrB, informal) to continue 
working hard at sth: Let's bash on. old better 
bash on with my work. 

HZ© get on (with sth) (more formal) 

$ v+adv 


,bash Sth 'out (BrB, informal) to write sth very 
quickly, without taking much care: I don't do 
drafts of articles. I just bash them out . 

ME> bang out sth 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.bash sb 'up (BrE, informal) to attack sb vio¬ 
lently 

HZE> beat sb up (moreformal) 

BESS Bash sb up is used less often than the syno¬ 
nym beat sb up. 

^ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

bat /bast/ (-«-) 

,bat sth a round {informal) to talk about or dis- 
cuss plans or ideas, etc. before you decide what to 
do: We ’re just batting some ideas around. 

EH2 ideas, figures 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv+n 

batten /'ba*tn/ 

batten sth 'down to fasten sth firmly in order 
to prevent damage by storms or winds: They 
managed to batten down the shutters and doors 
before the hurricane hit. 

<$► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
S3SI .batten down die hatches to prepare for dif¬ 
ficult times ahead: Businesses are battening 
down the hatches and preparing for a difficult 
year. 

batter /‘bscte(r}/ 

.batter sth 'down to hit sth repeatedly until it 
breaks and falls down: The only way to get in was 
to batter the door down. 

door MB) break sth down; beat sth down 

& v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

batllk (especially BrB) (AmB usually balk) 

/bxk / 

baulk at sth; ‘baulk at doing sth to be 

unwilling to do sth or to get involved in sth 
because it is difficult, dangerous, expensive, etc: 
He baulked at the idea of telling his parents where 
he was going, 

120 Idea, expense 

^v+prep 

bawl /bo:l/ 

.bawl sb 'out (informal) to speak angrily to sb 
because they have done sth wrong: My boss 
bawled me outfor being late. 

MB) tell sb off (for sth/for doing sth) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► .bawllng-’out n [usually sing.] (informal) an 
act of speaking angrily to sb because they have 
done sth wrong 
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.bawl Sth 'out ( informal , especially BrE) to say or 
sing sth very loudly or in a harsh voice: She 
doesn't give you an order. She howls it out. o The 
children bawled out the songs. 

<^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) ♦ 
v +adv+speech 

b0 /bi; strong form bi:/ (is/are, being, was /wez, 
wdz; AmKwocz, wa 2 /, were /wa(r), wn:(r)/, been 
/bi:n, bm/} 


-after 

-on 

-at 

12 -on about 

-away 

-/go/keep on at 

-before 

-onto 

- beh ind 

-out 

- behind with 

- out for 

- down 

-out Of 

-down on 

-over 

- down to 

-past 

-/go down with 

- through 

-in 

-up 

- in for 

- up against 

-/get in on 

- up before 

- (well) in with 

-up for 

~ into 

-up to 

— off 

13 -upon 

- off for 



be 'after sth to try to get or obtain sth: Several 
people in the office are after the same job. o She's 
being too nice. I wonder what she’safter. 

$ v+prep 

be 'at sb ( informal , especially BrE) = be/go/ 

KEEP ON AT SB 

be ’at sth to be busy doing sth: He's been at his 
essay all night, o HI be at it all day tomorrow. 
v+prep 

EE) be 'at It to behave badly; to argue or fight: 
The kids are at it again. 

be a 1 way to not be at home, especially when you 
are on holiday/vacation or on a business trip: 
Well be away for the month of August, oHe's 
away on business at the moment, 
v + adv 

be before sb - be op before sb 
be be'hind sb to give sb your support: Don’t for¬ 
get that we're behind you all the way. 
v + prep 

be be hind with sth to be late doing sth, such as 
paying a bill, your rent, etc: We 're behind with the 
mortgage repayments, o I'm behind with my col¬ 
lege assignments. 
v + adv + prep 

be 'down if a computer system is down, it is not 
working temporarily: Surely your computer isn't 
down again? 

<!► v + adv 

be ‘down on sb to treat sb severely or unfairly: 
He's been really down on me lately 
<$► v + adv + prep 


be ‘down to sb to be the responsibility of sb; to 
be sb's fault: It ’ s down to you to help them now. 

+ adv + prep 

be 'down to sth to have only a little money left: 
I’m down to my last dollar, 

& v+adv + prep 

be/go 'down with sth to have or catch an ill¬ 
ness: GUI's down with flu. 
v + adv + prep 

be In 1 to be in fashion: Miniskirts are in this 
season. 2 to be elected to a political position: The 
Democrats are infer another term. 
v + adv 

be ‘in for sth (informal) to be going to experi¬ 
ence sth soon, especially sth unpleasant: She's in 
for a shock. o It looks tike we ’re infer a storm. 

Q v + adv+prep 

be/get 'in on sth (informal) to have a share in or 
knowledge of sth; to be or become involved in 
sth: Are you in on the secret? o I’d like to be in on 
the deal 
<^v + adv + prep 

be (well) In with sb to be (very) friendly with 
sb and likely to get an advantage from the friend¬ 
ship 

^ v + adv + prep 

be Into sth to have a taste for or an interest in 
sth: Ate you into jazz music? o He's been into 
trains since he was a small boy 
^v + prep 

be 'Off 1 to leave; to go, especially in a hurry: I 
must be off 2 to have gone bad and not be fit to 
eat or drink: This milk is off 
^ v + adv 

be ‘off sth 1 to have no interest in sth; to have 
stopped liking sth: She can't be well She’s been 
off her food all week, o That’s it. I’m off men for 
life. 2 to have finished speaking on the tele¬ 
phone: Isn't he off the phone yet? 

^ v+prep 

be .off for 'sth (informal) to have a particular 
amount of sth: How are we off for coffee <= how 
much have we got)? 
v + adv + prep 

be 'on 1 (of an event, a show, a performance, etc.) 
to be happening; to take place: Is the party still 
on? 2 (of a performer) to be on the stage; to per¬ 
form: Who ’$ on next? o We ’re on after the support 
band, 3 (of food) to be cooking: Are the potatoes 
on? 

& v + adv 

vm you're 'on (spoken, informal) used when you 
are accepting a bet or a challenge 
be 'on sb if sth such as drinks, food, tickets, etc. 
are on sb, they are paid for by that person: The 
drinks are on me tonight. 
v+prep 
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be 'on sth f to be taking medicine, a drug, etc: 
She '$ been on the pill for ten years, o Vm on strong 
painkillers. 2 to be talking to sb on the telephone: 
She’s been on the phone for hours. 3 to be eating 
or drinking sth: I’m on my third coffee already 
this morning. 

^ v + prep 

mu what are you ’on? (spoken, informal) used 
when you are very surprised at sb's behaviour 
and are suggesting that they are acting in a simi¬ 
lar way to sb using drugs 

be 'on about sth ( informal , especially BrE) to 
talk about sth. often in a boring way; to mean sth: 
He's always on about how much money he earns, 
o What are you on about? (- I don't really under¬ 
stand). 

<*► v + adv + prep 

be/go/keep ’on at sb (also be ’at sb) (informal, 
especially BrE) to try to persuade sb to do sth by 
talking about it very often and in an annoying 
way: I've been on at my husband to go to the doc¬ 
tor, but he won't. 
nag sb 

v + adv + prep ♦ v + prep 

be ‘onto sb (informal) 1 to become aware that sb 
has done sth wrong or illegal and be trying to 
catch them: The police aren't onto us yet. 2 to talk 
to sb about sth, especially to complain about sth 
or ask them to do sth: I’ve been onto the council 
about the noise. 

^ v + prep 

bo 'onto sth to find or discover sth that could 
have very good results for you or for sb else: She 
could be onto something (-■ she might have dis¬ 
covered sth that will prove important). 

^ v + prep 

bo ’out 1 to have stopped work as a protest and be 
on strike: The postal workers are still out. 2 to be 
no longer in prison; I've heard Smith's out now. 3 
if a jury (= a group of people who decide the 
results of a competition or whether or not sb is 
guilty of a crime) is out, they are still trying to 
make a decision 4 to no longer be in fashion: 
Black is out this year o Politeness seems to be out 
of fashion these days (= no one is polite any 
more). 5 if an action, for example, is out, it is not 
possible or is not allowed: Shall we get together 
one evening next week? Monday’s out — I've got a 
French class. 

0v + adv 

B the jury is (still) out on sth used when you 
are saying that sth is still not certain: The jury is 
still out on whether wine can be good for you. 
be 'out for sth; be 'out to do sth to be trying 
very hard to do sth or to get sth: He’s out for 
revenge, o Everyone’s just out for what they can 
get these days (= they are trying to get things for 
themselves), o The German team want to win 
this game, but Brazil are out to stop them. 

0 v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + to inf 


be 'out of Sth to have used up a supply of sth and 
have nothing left: We’re out of sugar. 
v + adv + prep 

be 'over sb to have returned to your usual state 
of happiness after the end of a relationship: It 
was hard at first, but Pm over him now. 
v + prep 

be 'over sth to have returned to your normal 
state of health after an illness: He’s over the flu 
now. 
v + prep 

be ‘past it (informal) used to show that you think 
sb is so old that they can no longer do anything 
useful or interesting: The children laughed at 
him and sa id he was past it. 
v + prep + it 

be ‘through (to sb) to be connected to sb on the 
telephone: You're through now. o You’re through 
to the manager now. 

^ v + adv 

be through (with sb/sth) (especially AmE) to 
have finished using or doing sth; to haw finished 
a relationship with sb: Aren’t you through yet? 
You f ve been ages! o He promised he was through 
with drugs, o Keith and I are through. 
v + adv 

be ’up 1 to be awake: You’re up early, o I've been 
up all night. 2 (of the wind, the sea, etc,) to 
increase in strength or become violent: In the 
morning the wind was up and we got ready for a 
day s sailing : 3 (spoken, informal) (of a drink, a 
meal, etc.) to be ready: Tea’s up! Come and get it. 

-+ see also what’s up at be up to sth 
^ v + adv 

be 'up against sb/sth to be facing problems or 
difficulties: We’re up against tough competition. 
o With three players injured, they were really up 
against it (= in a difficult situation), o Do you 
realize what you 're up against? 

^ v + adv + prep 

be ‘up before Sb (also be before sb) to appear 
in court or before a judge: He’s up before the judge 
tomorrow. 

v + adv + prep * v + prep 

be 'up for sth 1 to be considered for sth, espe¬ 
cially as a candidate for a job, in an election, etc: 
She’s up for promotion, o ( informal) There are 50 
tickets up for grabs (= available for people who 
ask quickly). 2 to be for sb to buy: I see your house 
is up for sale, o A Picasso is up for auction. 3 
(informal) to be ready to take part in an activity: 
The new job will be a challenge, but I’m up for it 
& v+adv + prep 

be 'up to sb 1 to be sb’s responsibility or duty: 
It’s up to you to make sure the house Is kept tidy. 2 
to be left to sb to decide: 'Shall we go out?’ Tt’s up 
to you. ’ 

❖ v + adv + prep 
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be 'up to sth (informal) 1 to be busy doing sth, 
especially sth bad: What have you been up to 
lately? o The kids are quiet — I'm sure they’re up 
to no good (= they are doing sth bad). 2 to be as 
good as people expect: Was your meal up to stand¬ 
ard? 

^ v + acfv + prep 

ism what’s up? (spoken, informal) 1 used to ask 
sb if there is something wrong: You look terrible! 
What’s up? o I couldn't understand what was up 
with George. 2 vised as a greeting to mean 'how 
are you?’, ‘what have you been doing?', etc. 
be u'pon sb (formal) to be going to happen very 
soon: The election is almost upon us. 
v + prep 

bear /bee(r); AmE ber / (bore /bo;(r) /borne 
fbo:n;AmE ba:rn/) 

bear down on sb/sth (also .bear down upon 
sb/sth wore formal) 1 (especially BrE) to move 
towards sb/sth in a determined or threatening 
way: A crowd of journalists bore down on the 
minister, o A hurricane is bearing down on 
central America. 2 (especially AmE) if a prob¬ 
lem or a difficult situation bears down on you, 
it makes you feel very worried and has a severe 
effect on you: The. drought is bearing down very 
hard on farmers. 3 (especially AmE) to press 
or push on sh/sth: (figurative) The government 
has announced it will bear down on <= deal 
strictly with) inflation. 
v+adv+prep 

'bear on/upon sb/sth (formal) to be connected 
with sh/sth; to have an effect on sb/sth: This deci¬ 
sion bears directly on our everyday lives, 

Tsyn> affect sb/sth 

man This verb is mainly used in written Eng¬ 
lish, 
v + prep 

.bear sb/sth 'out (especially BrE) to show that 
sth is true or that what sb says is true; to support 
sb/sth: I always said she'd do well. John will bear 
me out on this, o John will hear out what I say. o 
This theory is not borne out by the facts. 

♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
bear 'up (under sth) to remain cheerful and in 
control in a difficult situation: How is your 
mother?' ‘She’s bearing up very well, ’o How are 
you?' Vh, bearing up. ’ 

<§► v+adv 

'bear upon sb/sth = bear on/upon sb/stii 
'bear with sb to be patient with sb: If you’ll just 
bear with me for a moment, I’U try to find her. o 
She’s under a lot of strain. Just bear with her. 
mais Bear with sb is usually used in the present 
tense or to ask sb to be patient, 
v + prep 


beat /bi:t/ (beat, beaten /’bi:tn/) 

.beat sb 'back to make sb move backwards away 
from sth: She was beaten back by the flames, o 
They tried to beat the enemy forces back. 
wan Beat sb back is usually used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.beat 'down (on/upon sb/sth) 1 if the sun beats 
down, it shines with great heat: The sun beat 
down all afternoon from a clear sky. 2 if rain 
beats down, it falls with great force: The rain 
was beating down on them. 
v + adv 

.beat sb/sth 'down to persuade sb to reduce the 
price of sth; to get sb to accept a lower price for 
sth: Chris tried to beat them down to a lower price. 
ME> knock sb/sth down 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.beat sth 'down 1 to hit sth hard, often many 
times, until it falls down: The police had to beat 
the door down, o People are hardly beating the 
door down to get her latest boo k (= they are not 
rushing to buy it). tP.g jl door 5f?H> break sth 
down: batter sth down 2 to make sth flatter or 
lower by hitting it hard, usually with sth flat: I 
used a spade to beat down the mud until it was flat 
and hard, o Two women tried to beat down the 
flames on his hack. £13 flames 
^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
.beat sb/sth 'off 1 to drive sb/sth back or away 
by fighting: They beat off an attack by the rebel 
army, o He tried to beat the thugs off with a 
stick. £53 attack, attacker 2 to defeat sb/sth in 
a competition: The company has beaten off very 
strong competition from abroad. £12 challenge, 
competition 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'beat on sb (AmE, informal) to hit or kick sb 
repeatedly 

-> see also beat sb up; beat up on sb 
v + prep 

.beat sth 'out 1 to produce a rhythm by hitting 
sth such as a drum repeatedly £13 rhythm 2 to 
put out a fire by hitting it with sth such as a blan¬ 
ket, a jacket, a brush, etc: He used his jacket to 
beat out the flames. £53 flames, fire 3 to make a 
piece of metal flat by hitting it with a hammer, 
etc: Pure gold can be. beaten out to form very thin 
sheets. Fqb 3 gold/iron, dent 
4 ^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.beat Sb 'out (for sth) (AmE) to defeat sb in a com¬ 
petition: They beat out nine other companies for 
the contract. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'beat sb to sth; .beat sb 'to it to achieve sth or 
reach a place before sb else: Beckham beat every¬ 
one else to the ball, o Book now before somebody 
else beats you to it! 

^ v + n/pron + prep 





beat up 
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>eat sb 'up to hit or kick sb repeatedly: Her hus¬ 
band used to beat her up. o The gang went round 
beating up old ladies . 

MH> bash sb up (informal, less frequent) 

■* see also beat up on sb 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► beat-'up (especially AmE) (BrE usually 
.beaten-up) adj [usually before noun] (infor¬ 
mal) old or damaged: He drives a beat-up old van. 
,beat yourself 'up ( informal) to blame yourself 
for sth; to criticize yourself: If we don’t succeed 
the first, time, we shouldn’t beat ourselves up, but 
try again. 

<|>v + pron + adv 

.beat ’up on sb (AmE, informal) to attack sb 
physically or with words: Of course it’s not OK to 
beat up on your wife . o He was accused of beating 
up on the President in the press. 

see also beat on sb 
<£► v + adv + prep 

beaver /'bi;va<r)/ 

.beaver a way (at sth) (BrE, informal) to work 
very hard at sth: She's been beavering away at 
her homework for hours, 
v + adv 

become /bi’kivm/ (became /bi'kemi/ 
become) 

be come of sb/sth (formal ) to happen to sb/sth; 
/ wonder what became of the people who lived 
next door, o What will become of us if I lose my 
job? 

™ Become of sb/sth is always used in a ques¬ 
tion with what 
<§► v + prep 

bed /bed/(-dd-) 

,bed 'down (BrE) 1 to lie down to go to sleep 
somewhere you do not normally sleep: Young 
people bedded down in doorways. doss 
down (BrE, less formal) 2 (also .bed ’in) if sth/sb 
new beds down, it/they become settled and start 
to work well: It'll take a while for the new system 
to bed down, o The new players have bedded 
down well in the team. 

0 v + adv 

beef /buy 

.beef 'up sth; .beef ft/them 'up ( Informal) to 
make sth bigger, stronger, more interesting, etc: 
Security has been beefed up. o The company has 
been trying to beef up its image. 

DESHA noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

^v + adv+n ♦ v + pron+adv 
► 'beefed-up adj [only before noun] improved; 
made bigger, stronger more interesting, etc: 
beefed-up security 


beg /beg/ (-gg-) 

.bog off; ,bog off sth; ,beg off doing sth to 

ask to be excused from sth; to say that you cannot 
do sth that you are expected or have promised to 
do: She was asked to work the weekend shift but 
she tried to beg off. o He begged off visiting his 
grandparents. 

H5E> pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth 

■* see also cry off, cry off sth, cry off doing sth 
v + adv ♦ v+prep 

believe /bi'iiiv/ 

believe In sb/sth 1 to feel sure that sb/sth 
exists: Do you believe in ghosts? o I believe in 
God. o I don’t believe in aliens. -> see also disbe¬ 
lieve in sb/sth 2 to have confidence in sb/sth, to 
feel sure that they/it will be successful or achieve 
sth: My parents always believed in me. o I have to 
believe in a product before I can sell it 
v + prep 

be lieve In sth; be'fieve In doing sth to feel 
that sth is right or valuable; to approve of sth: Do 
you believe in capital punishment? o She doesn’t 
believe in running risks, o I’ve always believed in 
giving people a second chance. 

& v+prep 

believe sth of sb to accept that sb is capable of 
a particular action, etc., especially a bad or 
immoral one: Taking drugs! I can’t believe that 
of Lucy! o If I hadn’t seen him doing it, / would 
never have believed it of him. o She is deter¬ 
mined to believe the worst of me (= think I am 
capable of doing, and likely to do, sth very bad). 
^ v+n/pron + prep 

belong /bfloq; AmE-lo:x)i 

belong to sb (not used in the progressive tenses ) 
1 to be the property of sb; to be owned by sb: The 
house belonged to my cousin, o That land belongs 
to the golf club, o Who does the van belong to? 2 if 
a time or an event belongs to a team, a group of 
people, etc. they are the most successful, popular 
or important: Britain did well in the athletics 
competition, but the day belonged to Norway, o 
The second half of the twentieth century belonged 
to the young. 3 if a job, a duty, etc. belongs to 
you, it is your responsibility: The. job of discip¬ 
lining a child belongs to the parents, o The credit 
for our success belongs to the staff (= they made 
us successful, for example by working hard), 
^v+prep 

belong to sth 1 to be a member of sth, for 
example, a club, an organization or a family: I 
don’t belong to any political party, o Portugal 
already belongs to the European Union, foE 
(trade) union, club, (political) party 2 to be part 
of a particular group or system: Rattlesnakes 
belong to the viper family, o These three turtles all 
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belong to one species. SE species, class, group, 
category 3 to be part of sth or connected with a 
particular time or place: These things belong to 
the past o Writers like him belong to a different 
generation, EE the past, generation 
v+prep 

belt /belt/ 

.belt sth 'down (AmE, informal) to drink sth 
quickly: He belted down his beer. 

ME) knock sth back 
^ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

.belt 'out sth; .belt It/them ‘out (informal) if 
you belt out a song or a piece of music, you sing 
or play it very loudly: Nobody can belt out a tune 
like she can. o A radio belted out pop m usic. 

ET3T3 A noun must always follow out, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

^v+adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv 

.belt 'up (BrE, informal) 1 (spoken ) used to tell sb 
not very politely to be quiet: Belt up, will you? 
IHH> shut up (informal) 2 to fasten the belt that 
you wear in a car to keep you in your seat if there 
is an accident (a seat belt) buckle up 
v + adv 

bend /bend/ (bent, bent /bent/) 

.bend 'down to lean down; He bent down and 
kissed her on the cheek. 

& v+adv 

.bend ’over; .bend 'over sth to lean over; to 
bend from the waist: Bend over and touch your 
toes, o He was bending over his desk, writing. 

& v + adv ♦ v + prep 

[(SB bend over 'backwards (to do sth) to do 

everything you can or make a great effort to do 
sth, especially to help sb: We bend over back¬ 
wards to be fair to all the children. 

bet /bet/ (betting, bet, bet or less frequent bet¬ 
ting, betted, betted) 

’bet on sth; bet on sb doing sth to rely on sth 
or on sb doing sth and expect it to happen: ‘Do 
you think she’ll come?’ 7 wouldn’t bet on it (= I 
don’t think it is very likely), 'o Don’t bet on me 
still being here when you get back! 

ME) count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, count 

on sb/sth doing sth 

^v+prep 

bill /M/ 

‘bill sb/sth as sth to describe sb/sth in a particu¬ 
lar way; to advertise sb/sth as sth; Some patients 
are receiving what has been billed as a revolution¬ 
ary treatment, o The concert was billed as A 
Night of Magic’. 

$ v + n/pron + prep 


bind /bamd/ (bound, bound /baund/) 

.bind sb ’over (law) to warn sb that they will 
have to appear in court if they break the law 
again: He was bound over to keep the peace. 

E&EQ Bind sb over is usually used in the passive. 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

’bind sb to sth (formal) to force sb to do sth by 
making them promise to do it or making it part 
of a legal document: The company directors are 
bound to secrecy (~ they have promised not to 
say anything) about the future of the company, o 
The band found they were bound to the contract. 
PPP3 Bind sb to sth is usually used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

.bind sth ’up (with sth) to tie a long thin piece of 
fabric around sth to protect it: She bound up his 
wounds with bandages . 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 
U bo bound ’up in sth to be very busy with sth; 
to be very interested or involved in sth: He’s too 
bound up in his work to have much time for his 
children, bound 'up with sth closely connected 
with sth: The history of the company is closely 
bound up with the history of the Grant family. 

bite /bait/ (bit /bit/, bitten /foitn/) 

‘bite at sth to try to bite sth: The dog bit at the 
boy’s hand. 

& v + prep 

.bite 'back (at sb/sth) to react when sb has 
harmed you and try to harm or criticize them: If 
you criticize him, he ’ll bite back. 

hit back (at sb/sth) 

^ v + adv 

.bite sth 'back to stop yourself from saying sth 
or from showing how you feel: She struggled to 
bite back the tears of disappointment, o Mike bit 
back his anger, o The word ’idiot’ came into her 
head, but she bit it back. 

EE words, anger, retort ME) suppress sth 
WESSB Bite sth back is not used in the passive, 
v+adv+n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

.bite 'Into sth 1 to cut or press into the surface of 
sth: The collar bit into his neck. ME) cut into sth 
2 to have an unpleasant effect on sth, especially 
by making it smaller: The recession is biting into 
our profits, 

& v + prep 

.bite Sth 'off to cut sth off by biting it: She bit off 
a piece of chocolate, o His finger had been bitten 
off by a dog. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
n bite/snap sb’s ’head off (informal) to shout 
at sb or speak to them angrily, often for no good 
reason; I only asked him when the work would be 
finished and he almost bit my head off bite off 
more than you can ‘chew (informal) to try to do 
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too much or sth that is too difficult for you: This 
time he 's bitten off more than he can chew* I, ©to. 
could have bitten my/his/her 'tongue off/out 
used to say that you wish you hadn’t said sth that 
you have just said: Sam looked hurt and Maria 
could have bitten her tongue off 

black /blsek/ 

.black 'out to lose consciousness or lose your 
memory for a short time: The pain hit him and he 
blacked out. 

& v + adv 

► 'blackout n a temporary loss of consciousness 
or of memory; When did you start having these 
blackouts? 

-* see also blackout at black sth out 
.black Sth 'out to turn out lights completely or 
cover windows, etc. so that light cannot be seen 
from outside: blacked out windows!houses o The 
city was often blacked out (= there were no lights 
because there was no electricity) by power cuts. 
[213 window, city 

EEH3 Black sth out is often used in the passive, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 

► 'blackout 1 (especially BrE) (in the past) a 
period of time during a war when the streets and 
buildings were kept as dark as possible so that 
the enemy could not see wliat to bomb 2 (usually 
pLJ (BrE) a covering for windows that stops light 
from outside coming in, or that stops bright light 
being seen from outside: blackout material 3 
(also 'outage AmE) a period of time when the 
electricity supply to a place stops completely 
EESH This is now the most common meaning of 
blackout. 4 a situation when the government or 
the police prevent a radio or television pro¬ 
gramme from being broadcast, or do not allow 
some news or information, to be given to the pub¬ 
lic: The government have been accused of main¬ 
taining a news blackout over election fraud. 

see also blackout at black out 

blank /blseijk/ 

.blank 'out (AmE, informal) if you or your mind 
blanks out, you can’t remember anything or 
you become confused: I hope I don 't blank out in 
the exam. 

03333 Blank has the same meaning, 
v+adv 

.blank sth 'out 1 to deliberately forget sth 
unpleasant: Your childhood may have been diffi¬ 
cult but you can’t just blank it out. 2 to cover sth 
written or printed, for example, with black ink 
so that it cannot be read: All the names in the 
report had been blanked out. 

v + adv+n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 


blare /blea(r);.4m£bler/ 

.blare 'out; .blare sth 'out if music blares out, 
or a radio, etc. blares out music, it is produced 
or played very loudly: Music was blaring out 
from somewhere, o The radio was blaring out. 
rock music. 

MB) blast out, blast sth out (less frequent) 

4$> v+adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

blast /btat; AmE bluest/ 

.blast a'way (at sb/sth) if a gun or sb using a gun 
blasts away, the gun fires loudly and continu¬ 
ously: The much tne guns blasted away all nigh t. 
& v+adv 

.blast sb/sth a way (less frequent) to kill sb or 
remove sth or break it apart violently for 
example with a gun. explosives, etc: They have 
blasted away the side of this beautiful valley to 
make a road, o (figurative) This theory has been 
blasted away by the new evidence. 

ME) blow sb/sth away 
0 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv (rare) 

.blast 'off when a spacecraft blasts off, it leaves 
the ground and goes up into space: The rocket 
blasted off at 7,28p.m. 

ME) lift off 
v + adv 

► 'blast-off n [U] the moment when a spacecraft 
leaves the ground: Blast-off will be in 30 seconds. 
.blast 'out: .blast sth "out if music blasts out 
or a radio, etc. blasts out music, it is produced or 
played very loudly: A Beatles song was blasting 
out at full volume, o The radio was blasting out 
heavy rock music . 

ME) blare out, blare sth out 
❖ v + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

blaze /bieiz/ 

.blaze a way 1 (at sb/sth) if guns or people blaze 
away, the guns fire continuously : The guns kept 
blazing away at the enemy. 2 if a fire blazes 
away , it burns brightly 
CSSS Blaze is used with the same meanings. 

^ v + adv 

.blaze 'up if a fire blazes up, it suddenly starts 
burning more strongly: (figurative) His anger 
blazed up uncontrollably 
& v+adv 

blend /blend/ 

.blond 'in 1 (with sth) if something blends in 
with sth else or with its surroundings, it looks 
similar to it/them or matches well: The curtains 
blend in perfectly with the carpet . o The new office 
block doesn't blend in well with its traditional sur¬ 
roundings. 2 (with sb) if sb blends in with other 


people, they become similar to the people around 
them: He should try to blend in with the locals a 
bit more. 

**seealso blend into sth; merge in (with sth), 

MERGE INTO STH 
^ v + adv 

.blend sth 'in 1 (in cooking) to add another sub¬ 
stance to sth and mix them together: Heat the 
butter gently and then blend in a little flour. MS) 
mix sth In 2 to make a substance mix with 
another so that you cannot see where one ends 
and the other starts: Blend the eyeshadow in with 
your fingers, o He blended in the charcoal lines to 
make the picture look softer. 

<£v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.blend Into sth to look or sound so similar to sth 
that it is difficult for anyone to see or hear it sep¬ 
arately: The animals can become almost invisible 
by blending into the long grass , o The new devel¬ 
opment should blend into its surroundings. 

E££3 background, surroundings 
see also blknd in; merge in (with sth), merge 

INTO STH 
0 v+prep 

blimp /blimp/ 

.blimp out/ up (AmE t informal) to become fat; to 
gain weight 
^ v+adv 

blink /bimk/ 

.blink sth a way to clear sth from the eyes by 
blinking (- closing and opening your eyes 
quickly): He blinked away a tear 

\SM tears 

4$^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.blink sth 'back to try to control your tears: I found 
myself blinking back tears during h is speech , 

S only tear(s) 

v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

block /blnk; AmE btak/ 

.block sb/sth 'In to stop a vehicle from being 
driven away by parking too close to it: You’re 
blocking that Mini in. o Somebody had parked in 
front of me, blocking me in. o I was blocked in by 
two lorries so I had to leave the car and walk. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.block Sth 'off 1 to close a road or another place 
by placing a barrier across it to stop sb/sth going 
in or coming out: The police blocked the street off 
o The. pipe had been blocked off to prevent further 
leaks. £13 street road, area, entrance MS) 
close sth off (to sth/sb) 2 (especially AmE) to 
reserve a period of time for a particular activity: 
Thursday afternoons are blocked off for sports. 

♦ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 


.block Sth 'out to stoplight ornoise from coming 
in; to cover or hide sth: The trees blocked out 
much of the sunlight, o (figurative) I'm so used to 
the traffic noise now I just block it out (~ I don’t 
hear it). 

EoWD light, sun, sound 

v + adv+n * v+ pron + adv + v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.block sb/sth out .block sb/sth out of sth 

to avoid remembering sb/sth or thinking about 
sb/sth, especially sth unpleasant: He tried to 
block the incident out of his mind. 

MS) blot sb/Sth out, blot sb/sth out of sth; 
shut sth out, shirt sth out of sth; suppress sth 

4^ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv+prep 

.block sth 'up to fill sth such as a hole completely 
so that nothing can get through it: Alt the win¬ 
dows had been blocked up. 

(213 window, door, hole, fireplace 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► .blocked 'up adj completely full; not dear: Fee 
got a blocked-up nose. 

blot /blot; AmE bl cut/ (~tt-) 

.blot sb/sth out; .blot sb/sth out of sth to 

avoid remembering sb/sth or thinking about 
sb/sth. especially sth unpleasant: He wanted to 
blot, out the memory- 

Spy) memories, thoughts ME) block sb/sth out, 
block sb/sth out of sth; shut sth out, shut sth 
out of sth 

v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pran + adv + prep 

.blot sth 'out to stop light or noise coming in; to 
cover or hide sth: Dark clouds were blotting out 
the sun. 

1553 light, sun, stars, sound MS) block sth out 

4^ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

blOW /blao; AmE bloo,/ (blew /blu:/blown 
/blaon; AmE bloun/) 


- away - out 

18 -down -over 

- in, into - up 

-off 


,bk>w a'way; .blow sth a way to be moved or 
carried away by the force of the wind or by sb’s 
breath; to move in this way: It was so windy the tent 
nearly blew away! o A sudden breeze blew his news¬ 
paper away, o She blew away the dust on the lid. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.blow sb a'way 1 (informal) to impress sb a lot; 
to surprise or please sb: I saw her performance on 
Broadway last year and it just blew me away 





blow away 
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boil down 


2 (AmE, informal, sport ) to defeat sb easily: 
Mitchell blew away the other runners. 

<£► v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.blow sb/sth a'way to kill sb or remove or des¬ 
troy sth with explosives or with a gun: He threat¬ 
ened to blow us away, o They blew his kneecaps 
away <= by shooting them). 

5SD blast sb/sth away 
0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.blow down; blow sth down if sth blows 
down, or the wind blows it down, it falls to the 
groimd because of the force of the wind: An old 
oak tree had blown down in the storm, o Hun¬ 
dreds of trees have been blown down this winter. 
<g>v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
blow in; blow into sth ( informal ) to arrive 
somewhere where you are not expected: Look 
who's just blown in! o Have you heard who’s just 
blown into town? 

<$ v + adv • v+prep 

blow off; ,blow sth off; .blow sth off sth 

1 if sth blows off, or the wind blows it off, it is 
removed by the force of the wind: My hat blew off. 
o A gust of wind blew her cap off o The roof was 
blown off the Greens’ house. 2 if sth blows off in 
an explosion, or an explosion blows sth off it is 
violently removed: The door blew off in the explo¬ 
sion. o The explosion blew the roof off (the house). 
<*> v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 

v+n/pron + prep 

033 blow/knock sb’* socks off to impress or 
surprise sb very much: When I first heard the 
song, it blew my socks off 

blow off sth; blow it 'off (ArnE, informal) to 
decide not to do sth you should do or were plan¬ 
ning to do: Jessica blew off her classes on Friday 
afternoon logo shopping. 

COB A noun must follow off, but a pronoun 
comes between the verb and off. 

<*> v+adv + n 4 v+pron + adv 
.blow sb 'off (AmE, informal) to disappoint sb by 
not meeting them as arranged; to end a relation¬ 
ship with sb: We were supposed to go out yester¬ 
day but he blew me off 
355) stand sb up 
0 v+n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 
.blow out 1 if a tyre blows out, if bux’sts sud¬ 
denly: One of the front tyres blew out. fsyto burst 

2 if an oil or gas well blows out, it suddenly 
sends out gas with great force 

<*> v + adv 

► 'blowout n 1 an occasion when a tyre bursts on 
a vehicle while it is being driven 2 an occasion 
when oil or gas suddenly escapes from an oil well 

3 (BrE, informal) a large meal at which people 
eat ton much 4 (AmE, informal) a large party or 
social occasion 

-» see also blowout at blow sb out 


.blow 'out; blow sth 'out 1 if a flame blows 
out or sb/sth blows it out, it is put out by the 
wind or some air; There was a sudden gust of 
wind and the candle blew out. o She took a deep 
breath and blew out all the candles. 2 if a window 
blows out, or an explosion, etc. blows it out, the 
force makes it fall out: AU the windows blew out 
in the blast . 0 The explosion blew out the win¬ 
dows in the building. 

<|> v + adv * v+adv + n 4 v+n/pron + adv 
.blow sb 'out (AmE, informal, sport) to defeat sb 
easily: The home team blew out the Suns by 30 
points. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
► 'blowout n (AmE, informal, sport) an easy 
victory 

-+ see also blowout at blow out 
.blow sth 'out 1 to breathe sth out from your 
mouth: She inhaled and then blew the smoke out. 

exhale sth 2 to fill sth, especially your 
cheeks, with air: She blew out her cheeks in exas¬ 
peration . S§7] cheeks 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
032 blow your/sb’s ‘brains out ( informal) to kill 
yourself/sb by shooting yourself/them in the 
head 

.blow itself out if a storm blows itself out, it 
loses its force and stops: By morning the storm 
had blown itself out. 
v + pron + adv 

.blow 'over 1 if a storm blows over, it becomes 
less strong and stops: We sheltered in a barn until 
the storm blew over. )ME> die down; subside 2 if 
sth such as an argument blows over, It becomes 
less important and is forgotten: Don't come back 
to work until the argument has blown over. 
subside 
v + adv 

blow over; blow sb/sth over if sb/sth blows 
over or the wind blows sb/sth over, they fall to 
the ground because of the force of the wind: One 
of the trees had. blown over in the storm, o The 
fence had been blown over in a storm. 

E33Q Blow sb/sth over is often used in the pas 
sive: Pedestrians were blown over in gale force 
winds today. 

v+ adv 4 v+n/pron + adv 

.blow 'up 1 to explode; to be destroyed by an 
explosion: The bomb blew up as experts tried to 
defuse it. o The car blew up when it hit the wall 
H5H) explode ( more formal) 2 to staid suddenly 
and with force: A storm blew up just after the ship 
left port, o A row has blown up over the leaking of 
information to the press. die down 3 (at sb) 
(informal) to become very angry: My mum blew 
up at my dad for keeping me up so la te. o His atti¬ 
tude annoyed me and l blew up. 

<£► v+adv 


B33 blow up In sb’s face if a plan, a deal or a situ¬ 
ation blows up in your face, it goes very badly 
wrong and causes you harm or embarrassment 

► ‘blow-up n 1 ( especially AmE) an explosion 2 
(AmE) an occasion when sb becomes very angry; 
an argument: The tensions between them ended in 
a big blow-up. 

-4 see also blow-up at blow sth up 
.blow sb/sth up to kill sb or destroy sth with a 
bomb or an explosion: The hijackers threatened 
to blow the plane up. o A judge in Italy was blown 
up by a car bomb last week. 
esni Blow sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
<$> v+n/pron+adv 4 v + adv + n 
blow sth ‘up 1 to till sth with air or gas: You need- 
to blow up the tyres on your bike, 613 balloon, 
tyre 2U5) inflate sth (more formal) Jopp> let sth 
down 2 to make sth larger: What a lovely photo! 
Why don’t.you have, it blown up 9 MI photo MS) 
enlarge sth (more formal) 3 to make sth seem 
more important, better or worse than it really is: 
The whole affair has been blown up out of all 
proportion. MD exaggerate sth (more formal) 
v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► ‘blow-up n a larger picture made from a photo 
or picture: The blow-up showed a scar on the 
attacker’s cheek. 

-+ see also blow-up at blow up 

► ‘blow-up ad] [only before noun] that you can 
fill with air or gas 

-4 see also blow-up at blow up 

bluff blAf/ 

bluff sb ‘out {old-fashioned, informal, especially 
AmE) to lie and pretend in order to deceive sb 
<t> v+n/pron+adv 4 v+adv + n 
.bluff it ‘out (especially BrE) to lie and deceive sb 
in order to get out of a difficult situation, espe¬ 
cially when they suspect you are not being hon¬ 
est: If he asks any difficult questions, you 'll have 
to bluff it out. o 2 know everything so there’s no 
point trying to bluff it out. 

<$► v + it + adv 

.bluff sb out of sth (old-fashioned. AmE) to 
deceive sb in order to get sth from them 
ySTsiy cheat sb of sth, cheat sb out of sth 
<*> v + n/pron + adv + prep 

blunder /'bunder)/ 

.blunder a round; .blunder a round sth (also 
blunder a'bout/round. .blunder a bout/ round 

sth especially BrE) to move about a place in an 
awkward or uncertain way, knocking into 
things: He blundered about in the dark, feeling 
for the light switch, o / blundered around the 
flat, trying to be quiet. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 


.blunder ’into sth 1 to walk into sb/sth because 
you are awkward or unable to see: She blundered 
into a tree. 2 to accidentally find yourself in a dif¬ 
ficult or dangerous place or situation: She blun¬ 
dered into a dangerous area of the city after losing 
her way. o He had innocently blundered into a 
private dispute. 

<«> v + prep 

blurt fhtex.AmE bte:rt/ 

.blurt sth out to say sth suddenly and without 
thinking carefully: ’There’s been an accident, 'she 
blurted out, o He found himself blurting out the 
whole story to her. 

v+adv + speech ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

board /'baid; AmE bo:rd/ 

.board sth 'up to cover a window or a door with 
boards: All the windows had been bcxirded up. 

[qb 71 window, house, shop 
PPffl Board sth up is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

bob /bob;Am£ba:b/ (-bb-) 

.bob up 1 to come to the surface quickly: She 
dived in and bobbed up a few seconds later in the 
middle of the pool. 2 to appear suddenly: She 
bobbed up from behind the fence. USD pop up 
^ v+adv 

bog /bDp; AmEbo:gj (-gg-) 

.bog 'down (AmE) to be unable to make progress: 
The bill bogged down after being passed by Con¬ 
gress. 
v + adv 

be/get bogged 'down (in sth) 1 to be/get stuck 
in mud or wet ground; to become stuck in st h and 
unable to make progress: The car got bogged 
down in the mud. 2 to be unable to make progress 
in an activity: Don’t get bogged down in details, o 
Vm rather bogged down (with work ) at the 
moment. 

® be/get + v+adv 

bog off (BrE, slang) used to tell sb rudely to go 
away: Bog off I’m trying to sleep ! 

MS) c I ea r off (informa l) 
v + adv 

boil /bod/ 

.boil a way if a liquid boils away, it boils until 
there is nothing left: The water in the saucepan 
had all boiled away 
ME) evaporate (more formal) 
v + adv 

.boil sth 'down 1 to make a liquid less in quan¬ 
tity by boiling it MS) reduce *th (more formal) 





bolt down to 
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bounce 


2 (to stb) to make sth smaller by removing unim¬ 
portant parts and leaving only the essential 
things: Boil the report down to the key points. 
BSD condense sth (moreformat) 

4* v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.boil 'down to sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses ) if a situation, an issue, etc. boils down to 
sth, it has that as its main part: It all boils down 
to money in the end. 

4^ v + adv+prep 

boil 'over 1 if a liquid in a pan, etc. boils over, it 
boils and flows over the side of the pan: Don't let 
the milk boil over. 2 (Into sth) (informal) if anger, 
an argument, etc. boils over, it changes and 
becomes very violent and difficult to control: 
The unrest could boil over into civil war o She 
interrupted swiftly before his temper could boil 
over again. T5yh) explode 
v + adv 

boil 'up if anger, an argument, etc. boils up, it 
starts to become stronger or more violent 
<$► v+adv 

,boH sth 'up (BrE) to heat a liquid or some food 
until it boils: I’ll boil the kettle up agam and we'U 
have a cup of tea. 

0311 Boil sth can be used with the same mean¬ 
ing. 

4* v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv +• n 

bollix /'boliks; AmE ‘bad-/ 

bollix sth ‘up (AmE, slang) to confuse or change 
sth; to spoil sth 

HZD mess sth up (informal), screw sth up 

(slang) 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

bol ster /‘banister); AmE 'bool-/ 

.bolster sb/sth ‘up to support or encourage sb; 
to make sth better or stronger: He tried to bolster 
up their morale, o The high interest rates helped 
to bolster up the economy. 

[oH confidence, morale 
CSSS Bolster sb/sth is more frequent, 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

bolt /banlt; AmE boolt/ 

.bolt sth 'down (informal) to eat sth very 
quickly: I had to bolt down my breakfast. 

food 

HUB Bolt sth is also used with this meaning. 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

bomb /bom; AmE beam f 

.bomb along (informal, especially BrE) to move 
very fast, usually in a vehicle 
4* v + adv 


.bomb 'out (informal, especially AmE) to fail very 
badly: The movie bombed out at the box office. 
rcran Bomb is also used with the same meaning. 
^ v + adv 

be/got .bombed 'out; be/get .bombed out 

of sth it' a person is bombed out, their home is 
destroyed by bombs; if a building is bombed 
out, it is destroyed by bombs: They got bombed 
out. 

^ be/get+v+adv # be/get + v + adv + prep 

bone /baun; AmE boon/ 

.bone ‘up on sth (informal) to study sth; to look 
again at sth you already know: / must bom up on 
my French before we go to Paris. 
v + adv + prep 

book /bok/ 

.book ‘in (at sth), .book ‘into sth (BrE) to arrive 
at a hotel and arrange to have a room: They 
booked in (at the St Francis Hotel) using a false 
name, o She booked into a hotel in the centre of 
Boston. 

BID check in (at sth); check into sth 
>of-p> check out, check out of sth 

*§► v + adv * v + prep 

.book sb/yoursetf In (at sth), .book sb/your- 
self 'into sth (BrE) to reserve a room at a hotel, 
etc. for sb: I've booked us in at the Plaza, o The 
hotel 7 was booked into was awful, o He’s booked 
himself into a rehabilitation clinic, 

Isl3 hotel 

4> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.book 'up (for sth) (especially BrE) to reserve a 
place, for example on a trip or a course; 7 booked 
up for the course months in advance. 

CE3EI Book (for sth) can be used with the same 
meaning, 

4* v + adv 

be .booked 'up 1 if a plane, restaurant, theatre, 
etc. is booked up, there are no seats, tables, etc. 
available: All the flights are booked up. d*ni Be 
fully booked is often used with the same mean¬ 
ing. 2 (informal) if a person is booked up, they 
have no time available: He can’t see you tomor¬ 
row, he’s booked up. 

4^ be + v + adv 

boom/bum/ 

.boom ’out if a sound or sb’s voice booms out, it 
makes a loud, deep noise: His voice boomed Old, 
announcing the winners. 
v + adv 

.boom 'out sth to say sth in a loud deep voice: 
She boomed out instructions through a loud 
halier, o A voice boomed out: 'Nobody move!’ 

<^v + adv + n*v + adv + speech 


bOOt /bu:t/ 

.boot sb 'out .boot sb ’out of sth ( informal, 
especially BrE) to force sb to leave a place, job, 
school, club, etc: 7 ’ll have to boot you out soon—I 
want to lock up. o The manager booted him out of 
the team, o He was booted out of the house by his 
father. 

BxD kick sb out, kick sb out of sth (informal), 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
BBifi Boot sb out, boot sb out of stb are often 
used in the passive. 

4 > v + n/pron +adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/proo + adv + prep 

.boot 'up; .boot sth 'up (computing) if a com¬ 
puter boots up, or sb boots it up, it is turned on 
and becomes ready to use: My machine isn’t boot¬ 
ing up properly, o When you boot up, a menu will 
appear on the screen. o Boot the computer up and 
enter your password. 
iom computer 

4 > v + adv ♦ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

border /‘bo:do(r); AmE 'bo:rd-/ 

'border on sth (also 'border upon sth more for¬ 
mal) 1 to share a border with another country or 
region; to be next to a place: Many states border¬ 
ing on the EU are eager to join, o Their garden 
borders on the River Severn. 2 to come close to 
being sth: Her self confidence borders on arro¬ 
gance. o Our task borders on the impossible. MD 
verge on sth 
4> v + prep 

bore/bo:(r)/ 

.bore into sb/sth ( literary ) if somebody’s eyes 
bore into sb/sth, they stare in a way that makes 
sb feel uncomfortable: His blue eyes seemed to 
bore into her, 
v + prep 

boss jhx>s\ AmEhoisj 

.boss sb a round (also .boss sb about espe¬ 
cially BrE) ( informal ) to tell sb what to do in a 
forceful or unpleasant way: He's always bossing 
his wifearound. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

botch /botj; 4 mi? bait jY 

.botch sth 'up (informal) to spoil sth by doing it 
badly; to do sth badly: Instead of fixing my com¬ 
puter, he’s botched it up completely 

M) moss sth up 

EESE Botch sth is used more frequently with the 
same meaning: botched attempts at D1Y 
<f» v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► 'botch-up (also botch) n (informal, especially 
BrE ) a piece of work that is badly done 


bottle /'b ntl; AmE 'bcitl/ 

.bottle out; .bottle out of sth; .bottle 'out 
of doing sth (BrE, informal) to suddenly 
decide not to do sth because you are too fright¬ 
ened: 7 bottled out of phoning him at the last 
minute. 

BiD chicken out, chicken out of sth, chicken 
out of doing sth 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.bottle sth 'up to keep your feelings, especially 
sadness or anger, hidden and not tell other 
people how you are feeling: Tell someone how 
you 1 re feeling, instead of bottling it all up. 

fQBj] emotions, footings 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

bottom /'botam; AmE%<xXomf 

.bottom 'out if markets, prices or bad situations 
bottom out, they reach their lowest point and 
then stop getting worse: The recession has finally 
bottomed out. 

^ v + adv 

bounce /banns/ 

bounce sth a’round (informal, especially AmE) 
to discuss sth with other people: We’re bouncing 
some new ideas around. 

§jjyl ideas 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.bounce ’back (from sth ) (AmE also .snap ‘back 
(into sth)) (informal) to recover well after you 
have been ill/sick or had a difficult time: No mat¬ 
ter what happens, she always bounces back very 
quickly. 

SOD recover (from sth) (moreformal) 

4 * v + adv 

.bounce 'back; .bounce sth back if an e- 

mail bounces back, or the system bounces it 
back, it returns to the person who sent it 
because the system cannot deliver it 
4 * v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.bounce sb Into sth; .bounce sb into 
doing sth (especially BrE) to make or force sb 
to do sth quickly without giving them time to 
think about it: 7 felt I'd been bounced into support¬ 
ing a proposal I didn’t really agree with. 

MS This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

<|> v + n/pron + prep 

.bounce sth 'off sb (informal) to tell sb else 
your ideas to find out what they think about 
them; We were able to share problems and bounce 
ideas off each other. 

ESI ideas 

4 * v + n/pron + prep 
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l>OW /ha o/ 

,bow 'down 1 (to/before sb/sth) to move your 
bead or the top part of your body forwards or 
downwards as a sign of respect: He refused to 
bow down before the king. 2 (to sb/sth) to do what 
sb tells you to do without trying to resist: We 
refuse to just bow down and let the government 
do whatever it wants. 
v + adv 

,bow out; ,bow ‘out of sth to stop doing an 
activity or a job that you have been doing suc¬ 
cessfully often for a long time: After thirty years 
in politics, he feels it is time to bow out. o Smith 
will bow out of professional football at the end of 
the season. 

<!► v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

'bow to sth to agree unwillingly to do sth or to 
accept sth that sb else wants you to; The govern¬ 
ment even t ually bowed to public pressure. 

[oej| pressure, the Inevitable 
£syn> give In (to sb/sth) 
v + prep 

bowl /beol; AmSbool/ 

,bowl sb 'out (in cricket) to make the person who 
is hitting the ball (the batsman) have to leave the 
field by titrowing a ball that they cannot hit and 
that hits the wicket (- the three sticks behind the 
batsman); to dismiss a whole team in this way 
4* v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.bowl sb 'over to surprise or impress sb a lot; to 
affect sb deeply: We were bowled over by the news, 
o Philip bowled us all over by deciding to go into 
advertising: 

man Bowl sb over is often used in the passive. 
^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

box /bnks; j4mi3 bocks/ 

.box sb 'in to prevent sb from doing what they 
want, especially by creating rules or other diffi¬ 
culties: The president was unable to act because 
the Democrats were boxing him in. <> She was 
boxed in by rules and regulations, 

EEm Box sb in is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv 

.box sb/sth ‘in to prevent a person or a vehicle 
from moving by surrounding them/it with other 
people or vehicles: You cant park here you're 
boxing that car info He couldn't overtake the 
leader because he was boxed in by the other run¬ 
ners. 

ij’MH Box sb/sth in is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.box sth r up to put sth in a box or boxes: She 
boxed up all the old baby clothes to send to her 
niece. 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 


branch /bra:ntj; AmHbraentjy 

.branch 'off 1 if a road or path branches off, it 
leaves a larger one and goes in a different direc¬ 
tion: She followed the path until it branched off o 
Over the bridge a road branches off to the right. 2 
if a person branches off, they leave a road or 
path and travel in a different direction: Go past 
the farm and branch off towards the trees. 
v + adv 

.branch 'out (into sth) to begin to do a new job or 
an activity that you do not usually do: The com¬ 
pany is branching out into Europe, o She’s leav¬ 
ing the company to branch out on her own . 

<$► v + adv 

brazen /'bretzn/ 

.brazen out sth; .brazen it out to behave in 
a confident way as if you are not ashamed or 
embarrassed about sth you have done, even 
though you should be: The senator brazened it 
out as the list of scandals grew. 
umm A noun must always follow out, but it 
comes between the verb and out. 

^ v + it + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

break /break./ (broke ,/brook; Am/? brook/ 
broken /'hrookon; AmE 'brook on/) 


-away 

24 

- out 

23 ~ down 


~ out in/into 

-.In 


- through 

- into 


-up 

-off 
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- with 


.break a'way 1 (from sth) if an object breaks 
away from sth that is holding it in place, it 
becomes separated from it: The boat had broken 
away from its moorings. 2 (from sb) to escape 
suddenly from sb who is holding you or keeping 
you prisoner: The prisoner broke away from the 
guards. 3 (from sb/sth) to leave a group or an 
organization, such as a political party or a state, 
because of a disagreement, usually in order to 
form a new one: Several MPs broke away to form 
a new party, o jlvo states broke away from die 
federation. 4 (from sb/sth) to move away from a 
group of people or a crowd: She managed to 
break away from the pack (= in a race) and estab¬ 
lish a lead, o He broke away from the group and 
came over to talk to us. 5 (from sb/sth) to reject a 
tradition or the usual way of doing things and do 
sth new and different: The company is trying to 
break away from its traditional image. 

<!► v + adv 

► 'breakaway adj [only before noun] a break¬ 
away group, political party or part of a country 
is one that leaves a larger group: a breakaway 
factionlniovementlrepuMic 

► 'breakaway n [sing.] an act of separating from 
a larger group/state, etc. 


.break 'down 1 if a vehicle, etc. breaks down, it 
stops working because of a fault: The washing 
machine has broken down again, o We (~ our 
car) broke down twice on the way home. 2 if talks, 
a marriage, etc, break down, they fail: Negoti¬ 
ations between the two sides ham broken down. o 
Their marriage broke down after three years. 3 to 
lose control of your feelings and start crying: As 
she drove away I just broke down and wept. 4 if 
your health breaks down, it becomes very bad: 
Her health broke down as a result of the strain. 5 
(into sth) to be divided into parts so that it is eas¬ 
ier to discuss, to analyse or to deal with: My 
weekly budget breaks down as follows: 50% for 
rent, 20% for food, 10% for travel, and. 20% for 
everything else, o The job breaks down into seven 
parts. -> see also break sth down 3 6 (into sth) if 
a substance breaks down, it separates into dif¬ 
ferent parts or changes into sth else in a chem¬ 
ical process: Some pesticides break down safely in 
water. see also break sth down 4 
0 v + adv 

► 'breakdown n 1 [C j an occasion when a vehicle 
or a machine stops working: We had a break¬ 
down on the way home. o a breakdown truck 2 [C] 
[U] a failure of talks, a marriage, law and order, 
etc: a breakdown in communication o They were 
both responsible for the breakdown of their mar¬ 
riage. 3 [C] a period of mental illness when sb 
becomes tired, depressed and unable to lead a 
normal life: He had a nervous breakdown last 
year, 4 [C, usually sing.] detailed information or 
figures that are the results of dividing sth into 
its parts to explain it more dearly; Get me a 
breakdown of how the money was spent 5 [U] the 
act of dividing a substance into its parts in a 
chemical process 

► .broken- down adj [usually before noun] 1 (of 
a vehicle or a machine) not working; a broken- 
down car 2 in a poor condition: a broken-down 
wall 

.break sth 'down 1 to make sth fall down or 
open by hitting it hard: They had to get the police 
to break the door down . door H5E> knock 

sth down 2 to destroy or remove sth, especially a 
problem or an attitude or opinion that sb has: 
Our aim is to break down barriers that exist 
between teachers and parents, (513 barriers 3 
(into sth) to separate sth into smaller parts in 
order to analyse it or deal with it more easily: 
I've broken down the costs by country, o The com¬ 
pany was broken down into smaller units, o The 
question can be broken down Into two parts. -r see 
also break down 5 4 (into sth) to make a sub¬ 
stance separate into its parts or change in a 
chemical process; Enzymes in the mouth and 
stomach break the food down, see also break 
down 6 

+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


► 'breakdown n - brkakdown at b r e a k n o wn 

► ,broken-down adj = broken-down at break 
DOWN 

.break 'in 1 to enter a building illegally or by 
force: Somebody broke in last night and stole the 
PC and video, o The firefighters had to break in to 
rescue them. -> see also break into sth 1 2 (on 
sth) to interrupt sb when they are speaking or 
doing sth: He apologized for breaking in on their 
conversation, o Mary broke in: 'It's not her fault!' 
<§► 1 v + adv 

2 v + adv * v + adv + speech 

► 'break-in n an entry' into a building using 
force, usually illegally: There has been a series of 
break-ins in the area, 

.break sb/sth 'in to train a person so that they 
get used to a new job or situation; to train a horse 
so that you can ride it: We try to break newcomers 
in gently o The horses hadn ’t been broken in. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.break sth 'in 1 if you break in new shoes or 
hoots, you weai’ them until they become comfort¬ 
able: It took me weeks to break in these new boots. 
[oHI boots, shoes yffnfr wear sth In 2 (AmE) (in 
the past) to prepare the engine of a new ear for 
normal use by driving it slowly and carefully 
^bj) ear Mn) run sth i n(BrE) 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.break 'into sth 1 to enter a building, open a car, 
etc. illegally and by force: A thief can break into a 
car in under ten seconds, o Three houses in our 
street have been broken into this week, ipm 
house, car EESG Break into sth can be used in 
the passive in this meaning, -ysee also break in 1 
2 to suddenly begin to do sth such as laugh, 
cheer, run, etc: He broke into a run when he saw 
the police, o Her face broke into a huge smile, o 
The audience broke into applause, EU 
smile/grin, run/trot, song, laughter 3 (BrE) to 
use a banknote (- a piece of paper money) of 
high value to buy sth costing less; Idktn’t want to 
break into a twenty-pound note. 4 to interrupt 
sb f s thoughts: Her mother’s voice broke into her 
thoughts. 213 thoughts >$y.iQ disturb sth 5 to 
start to get involved in an activity that it is diffi¬ 
cult to become involved in and to be successful at 
it: The company is having difficulty breaking into 
new markets, o She is trying to break into jour¬ 
nalism. MU market 6 to open and use sth that 
you have been saving for an emergency or a spe¬ 
cial occasion: I had to break into my savings to 
pay for the trip. 

^ v + prep 

.break 'off; .break sth 'off 1 (also .break sth 
'off sth) to separate sth from sth else, using 
force; to become separated from sth in this way: 
The leg of the table just broke off o A comer of 
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her tooth had broken off. o He broke off a piece of 
chocolate and gave it to me. 2 to stop speaking or 
stop doing sth suddenly before you have fin¬ 
ished: He broke off abruptly in the middle of a 
sentence, o We had to break off our holiday and 
return home immediately, o They broke off their 
conversation as I approached. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v+n/pron + prep 

2 v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * 
v + n + adv (rare) 

.break sth ’off to end sth such as a relationship: 
They've broken off' their engagement, o Britain 
threatened to break off diplomatic relations, o 
They mere having an affair but she broke it off. 
EOQ] diplomatic relations, engagement; talks/ 
negotiations HlH> terminate sth (formal) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv(rare) 
.break 'out 1 if sth unpleasant such as a fire, a 
war, etc. breaks out, it starts suddenly: They 
would have, got married in 1939 if war had not 
bmken out o Afire broke out on a ferry yesterday. 
fsuBJl war, fire, fighting, row, violence 2 (also 
.break 'out of sth) to escape from a place or from 
a situation: Two terrorists ham broken out of 
Blackmail Prison . o She longed to break out of 
the daily routine. 3 if sth breaks out on your 
skin, your skin becomes covered in sth: (AmE) I 
keep breaking out (- I keep getting lots of spots), 
o Sweat broke out all over his body. 
v + adv 2 also v + adv + prep 

► ‘breakout n an escape from prison 

► 'outbreak n the start of sth or the sudden 
appearance of sth unpleasant or violent: the out¬ 
break of war o an outbreak of food poison ing o 
outbreaks of rain 

.break Sth 'out to get sth ready to he used, eaten, 
drunk, etc: That’s wonderful news! Lei's break 
out the champagnel 

mi champagne 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.break 'out in/inio sth to suddenly become 
covered in sth such as sweat: He broke out in a 
cold sweat at the thought of the trial o My skin 
has broken out in an itchy rash. 

E°I3 sweat, rash 
v + adv+prep 

.break through (especially AmE) to achieve 
your first important success in sth; to make an 
important or new discovery: Glenn Close broke 
through as a star with ‘Fatal Attraction', o Scien¬ 
tists believe they have broken through in their 
fight against, the disease. 

GEH3 The phrase to make a breakthrough is 
used more often than to break through: Scien¬ 
tists have made a major breakthrough in their 
fight against AIDS. 

«£► v + adv 

► 'breakthrough n an important discovery or 
development; sb's first important success in sth: 


an important breakthrough in the negotiations o 
Jo was only 19 when he got his breakthrough as 
aDJ. 

.break through; .break through sth 1 to 

make a way through a barrier using force: He 
ran towards the barrier in an attempt to break 
through, o Demonstrators tried to break through 
the police cordon. [113 barrier 2 (of the sun or 
moon) to appear from behind sth: The sun finally 
broke through In the afternoon, o It stopped rain¬ 
ing and the sun broke through the clouds. 

-4 see a Iso b r e a k through sth 
^ v + adv * v + prep 

.break 'through sth 1 to become greater in size 
or quantity than a particular level: Unemploy¬ 
ment figures have broken through the three mil¬ 
lion barrier. 2 to succeed in dealing with a 
problem such as an attitude that sb has and the 
difficulties that it makes: I tried hard to break¬ 
through his silent mood, o Women are starting to 
break through the barriers that keep them out 
of top management. overcome sth ( more 
formal) 

*+ see also break through, break through sth 
& v + prep 

.break 'up 1 (especially BrE) if a school or the 
children in it break up, school closes for the 
holidays at the end of a period of the school year 
(a term): We break up for Christmas next week, o 
Have the schools broken up yet? 2 (of a relation 
ship, a band, etc.) to come to an end; to stop work¬ 
ing together: Their marriage broke up after ten 
years, o There are rumours that the band are 
breaking up. fsuBj] marriage 3 (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) if the connection between 
two telephones, or two radios that are used for 
sending and receiving messages, is breaking 
up. the people speaking can no longer hear each 
other clearly: The signal was breaking up. o Tm 
sorry what did you say? You ’re breaking up, 
v + adv 

.break 'up (with sb), .break sb ‘up to end a rela¬ 
tionship with sb: Rob and I broke up last week, o 
She’s just broken up with her boyfriend, o l cunt 
believe my best friend is really trying to break us 
up! 

?s™> split up (with/from sb), split sb up 

^ v+adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
► 'break-up n [C] ft)) the ending of a marriage or 
a relationship: He moved away after the break-up 
of his marriage, o marriage break-up 
-* see also break-up at break up, break sb/sth 
up 

.break 'up; .break sb/sth up 1 (into sth) if a 

group of people or a family breaks up, or sb 
breaks it up, the members separate and do not, 
stay together: The conference broke up into dis¬ 
cussion groups, o She had never intended to 
break up his family, o The Soviet Union began to 
break up in 1991. HXE) spilt up (into sth), split 


sb/sth up (into sth) 2 if a group of people meet¬ 
ing break up, or sb breaks them up, they go 
away in different directions: The meeting broke 
up after two hours, o Police broke up the demon¬ 
stration. o l don’t want to break up the party (~ I 
don’t want to make everyone else leave), but I 
ha ve to go. 

v + adv ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

► break-up n [C] [U] the division of a company; a 
country an organization or a group of people 
into smaller pans: the break-up of the Common¬ 
wealth o family break-up 
see also break-up at break up (with sb), 

BREAK SB UP 

.break 'up (Into sth), break sth ’up (into sth) if 
sth breaks up, or sb/sth breaks it up, it 
becomes separated into smaller pieces: The ship 
broke up on the rocks, o Break the chocolate up 
into small pieces, o Sentences can be broken up 
into cla uses. 

^ v + adv ♦ v +n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.break sth 'up to make sth that is rather boring, 
such as a period of time or a pattern, more inter¬ 
esting by adding sth different to it: I break up my 
day by going for a walk in the afternoon, o Draw¬ 
ings were used to break up the page. 

[obj] day, monotony 

<$> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

'break With sb/sth (formal) to end your connec¬ 
tion or relationship with sb/sth because you no 
longer agree with them: Nick broke with his 
father to set up his own firm. 
v + prep 

'break with sth (formal) to reject sth such as a 
tradition or the past and decide to do sth differ¬ 
ent: The prince broke with tradition by going to 
study abroad . o The new directors are eager to 
break with the past. 

ODlB tradition, the past 
v + prep 

breathe/bn:o/ 

.breathe In to take air into your lungs through 
your nose or mouth: Breathe in through your 
nose as you stretch up. o He breathed in deeply 
and then spoke. 

HyD inhale (more formal) yom breathe out 
^ v + adv 

.breathe sth 'In to take air, smoke, a smell, etc. in 
through your nose or mouth: Vie walked along 
the beach breathing in the sea air. 

ES3 air, smoke TO inhale sth ( more formal ) 

JsED breathe sth out 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


.breathe sth 'into sth to fill sth with life, energy 
or enthusiasm: She has breathed fresh life into 
the movie industry. 
iQgjj life 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

.breathe 'out to send air out of your lungs 
through your nose or mouth: Breathe out slowly 
through your mouth as you stand up. 

exhale (moreformal) )opp> breathe in 
4^ v+adv 

.breathe sth 'out to send air, smoke, etc. out 
through your nose or mouth: Breathe the air out 
slowly and steadily 

15531 air, smoke H2b> exhale sth (moreformal) 
EEE> breathe sth in 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 

breeze ,/bri:z/ 

.breeze 'in; .breeze 'into sth (informal) to 
arrive somewhere or enter a place in a casual, 
cheerful and confident way: She breezed in at 
eleven and greeted everyone with a smile, o He 
breezed into the office and announced he was leav¬ 
ing, 

v + adv 4 v + prep 

.breeze 'through sth (informal) to succeed in 
doing sth very easily: She breezed through the 
first exam. 

^ v + prep 

brew/bru:/ 

.brew "up; .brew sth 'up (BrE, informal) to pre¬ 
pare a hot drink of tea or coffee: Come into the 
kitchen while I brew up, o I’ll brew up afresh pot 
of tea when they arrive. 
f°Bj] tea 

<|>v + adv 4 v + adv + n * v+pron + adv 4 v+n + adv 
(rare) 

► 'brew-up n (BrE, informal) an act of making a 
drink of tea; the drink that you make 

brick /brik/ 

.brick sth 'in/ up to fill in or block an opening 
with bricks: The. fireplace had been bricked in 
some years before, o Somebody had bricked up all 
the doors and windows. 

IM3 window, fireplace, door 

IMO Brick sth in/up is often used in the 
passive. 

v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 

brighten /'braim; 

.brighten 'up 1 if the weather brightens up, it 
becomes dearer and brighter: After a dull start, 
it should brighten up later HxH) clear up 2 if a 
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person brightens up, they become happier and 
more cheerful: He brightened up when they said 
he could go with them, XU© cheer up 
v + adv 

.brighten sth 'up to make sth more interesting, 
exciting or attractive: I’ve brought some flowers 
to brighten the place up a bit. o Brighten up your 
bedroom with a few posters. 

M3 place, room XM© cheer sth up 

v+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

brim /brim/ (-mm-) 

brim 'over (with sth) (usually used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) if a cup or a container brims over 
with a liquid, it is so full that the liquid flows 
over the edge: He filled my glass so full it was 
brimming over! o Her eyes were brimming over 
with tears. 

HZ© overflow (with sth) (moreformat) 
v + adv 

,brim 'over with sth (not used in the progressive 
lenses ) if sb brims over with sth, they show a lot 
of a particular qualit y : She’s brimming over with 
confidence and enthusiasm. 

ioBJi confidence, excitement 

v + adv + prep 

bring /bri nf (brought, brought /bro;t/) 
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,bring sth a'bout to make sth happen: What has 
brought about this change? o His nervous break¬ 
down was brought about by stress. 
loBJi change, the end/coflapse of sth 
>sy© cause sth 
<*► v+adv+n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
.bring sb along (AmE) = bring sb on 
.bring sb/sth along to bring sb/sth somewhere 
with you: Can / bring my sister along to the party? 
o She brought some CDs along , 

^ v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring sb a'round (AmE) -bring sb round 
.bring sb/sth a'round (especially AmE) = bring 
sb/sth round 

.bring sth a'round to sth (especially AmE) - 

BRING STH ROUND TO STH 


.bring sb ’back (to sth) 1 to return sb to a place; 
to take sb home: I'll bring you back again after 
the ixirly. o She tried to bring him back (~ to 
make him return) to the matter in hand. o Put¬ 
ting the driver of the car in prison toon't bring my 
sister back (- return her to life after she has been 
killed). 2 to put sb back in their old job or pos¬ 
ition: United have brought back their old man¬ 
ager. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.bring sth 'back 1 (to sth) to return sth to the 
place it came from: If the dress doesn’t fit, bring it 
back to the shop and we’ll change it for you. 2 to 
make you remember sth or think about it again: 
Talking about his death brought it all back to 
me. o The photos brought hack happy memories. 
M3 memories 3 to make sth that existed or was 
done before be used or done again: Are you in 
favour of bringing back the death penalty? HxE) 
restore sth; reintroduce sth (both more formal) 
4 (for sb) to return with sth for sb; What shall I 
bring back for the children from Paris? Esna In 
informal language bring sb back sth and, less 
often, bring sb sth back are also used in this 
meaning: I brought the kids back some books, o 
Can you bring me something back? 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
'bring sb/sth before sb/sth (law) to present sb 
for judgement; to present sth to sb/sth for discus¬ 
sion or a decision: Children should not be 
brought before a court, o The case, was brought 
before the judge. 

iQg-tl case XSZ© haul sb before sb/sth, haul sb 
up before sb/sth (informal) 

I33B! Bring sb/sth before sb/sth is usually used 
in the passive, 
v + n/pron + prep 

.bring sb 'down (informal) to depress sb; to 
make sb unhappy: Spending New Year alone 
brought me right down. 

)syn) get sb down; depress sb (moreformal) 

<$► v + n/pron + adv 

/bring sb/sth 'down 1 to take sb/sth from a 
higher to a lower level; They brought all the 
boxes down from the attic. 2 to make sb/sth fall to 
the ground: He was brought down in the penalty 
area, o Their plane was brought down by a vio¬ 
lent storm. o When she fell, she brought him down 
with her. o He brought down the bird with a single 
shot . 3 to make a government, a leader, etc. lose 
power or be defeated: The scandal brought the 
government down. IobjI government 
v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
.bring sth 'down 1 to make sth smaller hi size or 
amount: We are determined to bring down infla¬ 
tion. o The price war is bringing the cost of 
flights down. LQ&a Inflation, prices HZ© lower 
sth (more formaf) 2 to make an aircraft come 


down to the ground (land): The pilot brought the 
plane down safely. [MU plane Hr© land sth 
<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
EE) bring the 'house down to make an audience 
laugh or clap in an enthusiastic way: Her per¬ 
formance brough t the house down. 

.bring sth 'down on/upon sb (formal) to make 
sth unpleasant happen to sb as a result of your 
actions: He had brought nothing but trouble 
down on the family. 

<3>v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep 
EEJbring down the 'curtain on sth; bring the 
'curtain down on sth to finish or mark the end of 
sth: Her decision to retire brought down the cur¬ 
tain on a glittering 30-year career. 

.bring sb forth (old-fashioned, formal, rare) to 
give birth to sb: She brought forth a son. 
child 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.bring sth ‘forth (formal) 1 to produce sth; to 
make sth happen; Her remarks brought forth a 
harsh resume. 2 (old-fashioned) to take sth out 
of a container 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.bring Sth 'forward 1 to move Sth to an earlier 
date or time: We’ll have to bring the date of the 
final game, forward. M3 meeting, date Hyn) put 
sth forward XME> put sth back 2 to suggest a 
subject, an idea, etc. for discussion: She brought 
forward proposals for a new school building. IobjI 
proposal HZ© put sth forward 3 (finance) to 
move a total from the bottom of one page or col¬ 
umn of numbers to the top of the next page M3 
balance HZ© carry sth forward eeih Bring 
sth forward is often used in the passive in this 
meaning, 4 ( technical ) to put a document in a file 
until the particular date when you need to deal 
with it: a bring forward file (~ one that contains 
documents for a particular date) o With this soft¬ 
ware, the system will remind you when the bring 
forward date arrives. EPHa Bring sth forward 
is only used in an office context with this mean¬ 
ing, and is usually used in front of a noun, as if it 
is an adjective. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring 'in sth; .bring sb In sth to make or earn 
money for sb: How much is she bringing in every 
month? o His job only brought him in a small 
income. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv+ n 
.bring sb 'in 1 (on sth) to get sb involved in sth, 
especially to advise or help, etc: Can we deal with 
this without bringing the police in? old like to 
bring Inspector Lacey in on this investigation, o 
Experts were brought in to advise the government. 


M3 experts, police, troops 2 if the police bring 
sb in they hike them to a police station to ques¬ 
tion them or arrest them: 7 *wo men have been 
brought in for questioning. MU suspect 
*§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.bring sb/sth in 1 to take sb/sth into a room, a 
house, an office, etc: Could you bring in another 
chair? o Bring him in/BOB In informal lan¬ 
guage bring sb in sth and, less often, bring sb 
sth in are also used: Could you bring me in 
another chair? o Could you bring us some tea in? 
2 to attract sb/sth to a place or a business: The 
visitor centre is bringing in more and more people. 
EobjI business, customers, tourism 
see also bring sii/stii into sth 
4>v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.bring sth 'ini to introduce a new law: A new law 
was brought in to improve road safety, o New con¬ 
trol were brought in to limit spending and bor¬ 
rowing. M3 legislation, law HVn) introduce sth 

(moreformal) eesh Bring sth in is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 2 (taw) to give a 
decision in a court of law: The jury brought in a 
verdict of guilty. [613 only verdict, decision 3 to 
mention or include sth: She brought in other evi¬ 
dence to support her argument. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.bring sb/sth 'into sth 1 to take sb/sth into a 
place: Bring that chair into the dining room. 2 to 
include or mention sb/sth in a discussion, con¬ 
versation, etc; Why do you always have to bring 
Pete into it (-mention Pete when we arc discuss¬ 
ing sth)? o I knew you’d manage to bring football 
into the conversation! 3 to attract sb/sth to a place 
or business: The advertising campaign should 
bring more people into the bookshops, 
see also bring sb/sth in 
v + n/pron + prep 

.bring sth 'off (informal) to manage to do sth d\f- 
ficult successfully: England were close to victory 
but they couldn't quite bring it off. o Thompson, 
the new goalkeeper, brought off a superb save. 

XU© pull sth off 

^v + pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ v + n + adv 
.bring sb 'on (BrE) (AmE .bring sb a long) to 

help sb to develop or improve when they are 
learning to do sth: We need to bring on the young 
players quickly, o There’s no time to bring 
employees a long gradually. 

+ adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.bring sth 'on to make sth unpleasant happen: 
The heart attack was brought on by stress. o ii ! s 
not like you to get so upset What’s brought this on 
(= has made you so upset)? 

JQ6J] heart attack, depression XHB) cause sth 
(more for mat) 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
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bring sth on sb/yourself (a/so bring sth upon 

sb/yourself more formal) to be responsible for 
sth unpleasant that happens to sb/yourself: 
You’ve brought shame on the whole family! o 
Don 7 blame me! You ’ve brought this on yourself 
Fosj] shame, disgrace 
<£>v + n/pron + prep 

.bring sb ’out to help sb to be more confident and 
less shy: He's good at bringing out nervous inter 
vieivees. o A year at college has really brought 
her out of herself. 

<|> v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.bring sth 'out 1 (also .bring sth out of sth) to 
take slh out of sth; to remove sth from sth: He 
brought a card out of his wallet and gave it to her. 
>-S¥N) take sth out, take sth out of sth 2 to pro¬ 
duce or publish sth: They're bringing out a new 
sports car this year, o How many albums have the 
hand brought out? o The publishers are bringing 
out a new edition of the dictionary next spring. 3 
to make a particular quality easier to see, taste, 
or notice: That dress brings out the colour of your 
eyes. 1QM colour, flavour 5**} emphasize sth 
(more formal) 4 to make sth appear that is usu¬ 
ally hidden: She always brings out the worst in 
me! O The situation brought out the viciousness 
in him. IS the best the worst 
4> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.bring sb 'out in sth (BrE) to make sb’s skin be 
covered in sth such as sweat or spots: Tomatoes 
bring me out in a rash. 

<*> v + n/pron + adv + prep 

,bring sb/sth 'over to take or bring sb/sth to a 
particular place, especially sb’s home: When 
your sister gets back from New York, bring her 
over to see us. o Bring your chair over and sit with 
us! 

<3> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring sb 'round ( BrE) ( AmE .bring sb a round) 
1 ( also .bring sb to) to make sb conscious again: 
She gently slapped his face to bring him round. 2 
(to sth) to persuade sb to agree with you, or to do 
what you want: I brought him round to my way of 
thinking in the end. Mjj) win sb over (to sth) 
v + n/pron + adv 

.bring sb/sth 'round (especially BrE) (AmE usu¬ 
ally .bring sb/sth a' round) to bring sb/sth to sb’s 
home: I’ll bring the papers round to your house 
this evening. 

<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring sth round to sth (BrE) (also bring sth 
a round to sth AmE , BrE) to direct a conversa¬ 
tion, a discussion, etc, so that you are talking 
about the subject you want to talk about: He 
always brings the conversation round to football. 
ioM conversation, discussion 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.bring sb to = bring sb round 1 
.bring A and B to gether 1 to help two people 
or groups to end a quarrel; to unite two people or 
groups: The crisis brought the family closer 
together. 2 to introduce two people who have 
never met; to help two people come together 
socially: It was me who brought them together. 
reTS) get A and B together 
<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring sb/sth to gether to collect a group of 
people or objects together in one place: This 
exhibition brings together many artists ‘ work. 
v+n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.bring sb 'upl to care for a child until he or she is 
grown up: She was brought up by her aunt o I 
was brought up(- 1 grew up) on a farm. SE3 chil¬ 
dren. family, daughter, son )svw> raise sb (AmE) 
CHE Bring up a child does not mean the same as 
look after a child. 2 to teach your child a par¬ 
ticular way to behave, etc: They brought their 
children up very strictly, o We were brought up to 
be. polite and do what we were told. o a well 
brought up child Egg] children, family, daugh¬ 
ter, son sm> raise sb (AmE) 3 (law) to make sb 
appear for trial in a court of law’ 
n»iia Bring sb up is often used in the passive. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
► upbringing n (sing.J [UJ the way in which a 
child is cared for and taught, especially by par¬ 
ents, while he or she is growing up 
.bring sb/sth up (to sth) to move sb/sth to a 
higher place, especially up the stairs: Breakfast 
was brought up to our room, o Callum is down¬ 
stairs. Shall I bring him up?o She brought her 
hand up and slapped him. o I brought the cup up 
to my Ups and took a sip of coffee. 

<>v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bring sth up 1 to move sth from a lower to a 
higher position: She brought up her hand to pro 
tea her face. 2 to mention a subject and start to 
talk about it: Every time / bring the matter up, he 
changes the subject, leS subject, matter im) 
raise sth (more formal) 3 (to sth) to increase a 
total, a price, a number, etc. to a higher level or 
amount: This donation brings the total up to 
$6000. o Owen got another goal, bringing the 
score up to 4-0 EDO) total 2IxH> raise sth (more 
formal) 4 to bring food from the stomach back 
out through the mouth: The baby’s just brought 
up her breakfast. WE throw sth up (informal), 
vomit sth (moreformal) 5 to make sth appear on 
a computer screen: Can you bring that file up on 
screen? 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.bring sb up against sth to make sb realize sth 
or face sth and deal with it: This case brings us up 
against the problem of punishment in schools. 

<j> v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.bring sb/sth up to sth to help sb/sth to reach 
an acceptable level or standard: They have now 
brought the football ground up to the required 
safety standards. 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.bring sth u pon sb/yourseif bring sth on 

SB/YOURSELF 

bristle /’bnsl/ 

bristle with sth to be covered in sth; to have or 
contain a large number or amount of sth: a roof 
bristling with TV aerials o The staff bristle with 
efficiency. 

EEH3 Bristle with sth is mainly used in writing. 
^ v + prep 

broaden /‘bra:dn/ 

.broaden out if a river, a road, etc. broadens 
out it becomes wider 

wm Broaden is also used with the same mean¬ 
ing, but less often. 

<J> v + adv 

broaden out; .broaden sth out (especially 

BrE) if sth broadens out. or you broaden it 
out, it becomes more general or includes a 
larger number of people or things: IM’s broaden 
out the discussion to talk about education as a 
whole. 

BHE Broaden is used more frequently with the 
same meaning. 

<§> v+adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

browse ybraoz/ 

.browse through sth to look through a book, a 
magazine, etc. in a casual way, without reading 
everything: She browsed through the newspaper 
while she waited. 

book, newspaper 

^ v + prep 

brush ibrf.il 

brush a'gainst/'by/ past sb/sth to touch sb/ 
sth lightly when you move close to them/it: A cat 
brushed against his leg : o He brushed by}past me 
and ran out. 
v + prep 

.brush sb/sth a side 1 to push sb/sth to one 
side: She brushed a strand of hair aside. 2 to ref¬ 
use to listen to sb/sth or treat them/it as import¬ 
ant: He brushed my protests aside and paid the 
bill o Every time I try to explain, you brush me 
aside. gSD wave sth aside/away; dismiss sb/sth 
see also brush sb off 1; brush sth off 2 
<£> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.brush sth a'way (from sth) *1 to remove sth from 
a surface with a brush, your hand, etc: She 
brushed a stray hair away from her face. I?0Q] 
tears, hair, dust 2 to ignore an idea, a thought. 


etc. because you do not want to think about it or 
you think it is not important: She quickly 
brushed the idea away. S3D dismiss sth 
<*> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
brush 'by sb/sth brush against/by/past 

SB/STH 

brush sb/yourself down (especially BrE) to 
clean sb/yourself by brushing their/your clothes 
with your hand, especially after they/you have 
fallen: She stood up and brushed herself down. 

see a Bo brush sb/yoijrselk off 
<*> v+n/pron + adv 

brush sth down (especially BrE) to clean sth by 
brushing it thoroughly: Brush your coat down to 
get the mud off o The children were taught how to 
brush down their ponies. 

(eI3 coat, skirt, etc. 

-+ see also brush sth off 1 
<$> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
brush off; .brush sth off if mud, dust etc. 
brushes off, or you brush it ofT, it is removed 
by brushing: Don’t worry about the mud — it’ll 
brush off easily when it’s dry. o We were able to 
brush the dirt off quite easily. 

<$> v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv • v+adv + n 
brush sb off (informal) 1 to refuse to listen to 
sb; to ignore sb in a rude or unkind way: He tried 
to explain to her, but she brushed him off impa¬ 
tiently. S55> rebuff sb (formal) -+ see also brush 
sb/sth aside 2 2 to get rid of sb: She couldn’t 
brush Roger off after the party. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► brush-off n (informal) rude or unkind behav¬ 
iour that shows you do not want to be Friendly: to 
give sb the brush-off 

.brush sb/yourself off to clean sb/yourself by 
brushing their/your clothes quickly with your 
hand 

-+ see also brush sb/yourself down 
<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
brush sth 'off 1 to clean sth quickly by brushing 
it: He picked up his hat and brushed it off quickly. 
-+ see also brush sth down 2 to refuse to liston 
to. discuss or accept sth: Roberts brushed off alle¬ 
gations of corruption, o She brushed off offers of 
help ffom her friends. -+ see also brush sb/sth 
ASIDE 2 

<*> v + n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.brush sth out 1 to brush sth, especially hair, 
thoroughly to remove knots or to make it 
straighler: She brushed out her hair, washed her 
face and got into bed. EoI3 hair 2 (also brush sth 
out of sth) to remove knots, etc. from your hair 
by brushing: It took half an hour to brush out all 
the tangles in his hair. M3 tangles, knots 
v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
2 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.brush past sb/sth = brush against/by/past 

SB/STH 
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build up 


.brush sth up; .brush up on sth {especially 
BrE) to study or practise sth in order to get back 
tine skill or knowledge that you had in the past 
but have not used for some time: / need to brush 
up my computer skills, o You should brush up on 
your French before you go to France. 

S skills, French/English, etc. polish sth 
up; review sth (especially AmE), revise sth (BrE) 
BESS Brush sth ap cannot be used in the 
passive. 

^ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ( less 
frequent ) * v + adv + prep 

bubble !>am 

bubble 'over (with sth) to be full of excitement, 
enthusiasm, ideas, etc; They were bubbling over 
with excitement 
v + adv 

.bubble under; .bubble under sth if sth is 

bubbling under, it is already fairly successful 
but is not yet as successful as other things of the 
same kind, although it is likely to be so soon: 
This is our list of tracks bubbling under - songs 
that may soon be in the Top 20. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.bubble 'up 1 if a liquid bubbles up from the 
ground, etc. U rises up in the form of bubbles or 
making the sound of bubbles: Water bubbled up 
from the pool o (figurative) Clouds will bubble 
up ( - start to form) later this afternoon. 2 if 
laughter or an emotion bubbles up, it becomes 
stronger and starts to be heard or seen: I could 
feel the anger bubbling up inside me. o Laughter 
came bubbling up. 

Xi> v + adv 

bUCk/bAk/ 

.buck 'up (old-fashioned. BrE , informal) used to 
tellsb to hurry up: Buck up! We'll be late. 

>svn) hurry up 
X^ v + adv 

.buck 'up: .buck Sb 'up (oldfashioned. BrE , 
informal) to become, or to make sb, more cheer¬ 
ful: Buck up! There's no school tomorrowI o He 
bucked up when I said he could go, o A day out 
will buck you up. 

JMYE) cheer up, cheer sb/yourself up 

# v + adv ♦ v + rs/pron + adv 
Ed buck your i deas up (BrE, informal) to start 
behaving in a more acceptable way so that work 
gets done better, etc. 

bucket /'bAkit/ 

'bucket down (BrE, informal) to min heavily: It 
bucketed do wn all day. 
v + adv 


buckle /'bAki/ 

.buckle 'down (to sth) (informal) to start work- 
ing or doing sth in a serious or determined way: 
He tried to buckle down to some work/study. 

JHS> knuckle down (to sth) 

<$► v + adv 

.buckle 'up (especially AmE) to fasten the belt 
that you wear in a car, etc. to keep you in your 
seat if there is an accident (a seat belt): Buckie 
up, kids. 

1MW belt up (BrE) 

& v + adv 

buddy /'bAdi/ (buddies, buddying, huddled, 
buddied) 

.buddy up to/with sb/sth; be/get buddied 
'up to/with sb/sth (AmE, informal) to become 
friendly with sb or work closely with another 
person : She buddied up to Ixium, hoping to get to 
know her brother, o tasked to get buddied up with 
an experienced diver. 

v + adv + prep ♦ be/get + v + adv + prep 

budge /b.\d3' 

.budge 'up (BrE. informal) to move up; to make 
more room for sb else: Budge up a bit! Vd like to 
sit down too . 

7»™) move up 
X^> v + adv 

budget /-bAdsit/ 

‘budget for sth to plan to save or provide an 
amount of money for a particular purpose: Don V 
forget to budget for the cost of textbooks . 

EEH3 Budget for sth can bo used in the passive: 
These extra costs have not been budgeted for. 

X§» v + prep 

bug IbAQi (-gg-) 

.bug 'out (AmE, informal) to leave in a hurry: I 
picked up my pay and then bugged out . 

<£► v + adv 

bugger /'bAno(r)/ 

bugger aboutaround (with sth) (BrE, A, 
slang) to waste time doing stupid or unimport¬ 
ant things; to behave in a silly way: Stop bugger¬ 
ing about and let's get on with it. 

CESS Mess around or, in British English, mess 
about is a more polite informal way to say this, 
Xi^ v + adv 

.bugger sb about/a'round (BrE, A, slang) to 
treat sb badly or in a way that wastes their time; 
I'm sick of being buggered about by my boss . 

EHH Mess sb around or, in British English, 
mess sb about is a more polite informal way to 
say this. 

<«) v + n/pron + adv 


.buggar ‘off (BrE, A, slang) to go away: Bugger 
off and leave me atom, o Clive's buggered off to 
the pub with Julie. 

rostra Clear off is a more polite informal way to 
say this, 
x^ v + adv 

.bugger sth ‘up (BrE, A, slang) to spoil sth; to do 
sth badly: I'm not going to let her bugger things 
up for me. 

irana Mess sth up is a more polite informal way 
to say this. 

X^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

build /bild/ (built, built /bilt/) 

build sth a'round sth (BrE also .build sth 
round sth) to create sth, basing it on a particular 
thing, person, idea, etc: The story is built around 
the adventures of 12knights. 
pPira Build sth around/round sth is often used 
in the passive. 

X^v + n/pron + prep 

.build sth 'in; .build sth 'into sth 1 to make sth 
a fixed and permanent part of a system, a plan, 
etc: Safeguards against fraud are built into the 
system. 2 to make sth a fixed and permanent part 
of sth larger: The flash is built into the camera, o 
This dishwasher can be built in. 
roarra Build sth in and build sth into sth are 
often used in the passive. 

X|* v +n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + prep 

► built-in (also ,in-'bid It less frequent ) adj [only 
before noun] forming a fixed part of a larger 
structure: a built-in cupboard o The camera has 
a built-in flash. 

► Inbuilt adj [only before noun] existing as an 
essential part of sth/sb: the inbuilt survival 
instinct of animals 

'build on sth (also ’build upon sth more formal) 
to develop further from sth that you have already 
achieved: We need to build on last year's success. 
q Th is course builds on existing skills. 

[g!Q] success, skills, strengths, achievements 
roam Build on/upon sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: This success should be built on, not ignored. 
v + prep 

.build sth 'on; .build sth 'onto sth to add sth 

such as an extra room to an existing building: 
They had built on a targe extension at the back of 
the house. 

15531 extension 

X$> v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
'build sth on sth (also 'build sth upon sth more 
formal) to base sth on sth; to use sth as the basis 
or foundation for sth: Our company has built Us 
reputation on the quality of its products. 

X^v + n/pron + prep 

.build sth ‘round sth (BrE) - build sth around 
sth 


build 'up to become greater, stronger or larger in 
number: Queues of traffic are building up after 
the accident, o I could feel the. anger building up 
inside me. 

5H> accumulate (moreformal) 
xf> v + adv 

► build-up n (sing.] [Uf an increase in the 
amount, strength or number of sth: a build-up of 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere 

see also build-up at build up (to sth), build 

YOURSELF UP (TO STH); BUILD-UP at BUILD SB/STH 
UP 

.build 'up (to sth), .build yourself ‘up (to sth)to 

gradually prepare yourself for sth such as a race 
or competition: Start gently and build up to the 
more strenuous exercises, o Build up slowly until 
you can jog for 30 minutes, o Build yourself up to 
the day of the performance. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + pron + adv 

► 'build-up (to sth) n [C, usually sing.] the time 
before an important event, when people are 
gradually prep tiring for it: the build-up to the 
Olympics 

see also build-up at build up; build-up at 

BUILD SB/STH UP 

.build sb/yourself 'up to make sb healthier or 
stronger: She gave me lots of vitamins and min¬ 
erals to build me up. 

Esng Build sb up cannot be used in the passive. 
<|) v+n/pron + adv 

.build sb/sth ’up to speak about sb/sth with great 
enthusiasm, often praising them more than they 
deserve: He has been built up to be the answer to 
the na tion’s problems. 

EEIE Build sb/sth up is often used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

Xg>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

► 'build-up n [C, usually sing.) a very enthusi¬ 
astic description, especially of a performance, 
that is intended to make people excited about it 
and want to see it: The reviewers gave the play a 
big build-up. 

see also build-up at build up; build-up at 

BUILD UP (TO ST1I), BUILD YOURSELF UP (TO STH) 

.build Sth 'up 1 to collect or create sth, often 
gradually over a period of time: She has built up 
an impressive collection of paintings, SjlD col¬ 
lection, library 2 to develop sth: The manager 
had built up a good relationship with his stajj. o 
My father built the business up from scratch, o 
Harriet has built up quite a reputation for herself 
as a reporter, o We are gradually building up a 
picture of what happened. IeI3 business, repu¬ 
tation, picture 3 to increase sth or make sth 
stronger: After an accident, most drivers need to 
build up their confidence again. Iqbj! confidence, 
trust, strength 4 to cover sth so that it is higher 
or stronger than before 
♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 
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burn out 


► built- up adj (usually before noun] 1 covered 
with many houses or buildings: The speed limit is 
lower in built-up areas . 2 built-up shoes, boots, 
or heels have extra height added 

,build yourself 'up 1 = build up (to sth), build 

VOURSKLK UP (TO STH) 2 = BUILD SB/YOURSELF 
UP 

'build upon sth = build on sth 

'build sth upon sth = build sth on sth 

bulk ibfilkj 

.bulk out/ up; .bulk sb/sth out'up (especially 
AmE) to increase in size or weight; to make 
sb/sth increase in size or weight: Griswold had 
bulked up for this match and won easily: o Ijocal 
businesses are helping to bulk up school computer 
labs(= provide more computers). 

<*> v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pwron + adv* 
v+n + adv (rare) 

bully /’boll/ (bullies, bullying, bullied, bullied) 

.bully sb 'into sth; .bully sb 'into doing sth 

to force sb to do sth by frightening them or 
threatening them: You can't bully me into saying 
anything! 

+ n/pron + prep 

bum lb Am: (-mm-) 

.burn a'round (BrE also, bum 'round) (informal) 
to travel around or to spend your time doing 
nothing in particular 
<§► v + adv 

bum a'round/'round Sth (informal, especially 
BrE) to travel somewhere with no particular 
plans: After I left school, 1 bummed around the 
world forayear. 

Sobj] the world, Europe, etc. 
v + prep 

.bum sb 'out (AmE, informal ) to annoy sb: / was 
really bummed out that there were no tickets left . 
v +n/prcm+adv 

.bum 'round (BrE) = bum abound 

.bum 'round sth (especially BrE) bum abound/ 
ROUND STII 

bumble /'hAmbi/ 

.bumble a'round; .bumble a'round sth (BrE 
also .bumble about, .bumble about sth) to 

move around in an awkward and noisy way: I 
could hear my father bumbling about downstairs, 
oa film of two sisters bumbling around their 
home , making tea 
<$> v + adv ♦ v + prep 


bump /bAmp/ 

.bump 'into sb (informal) to meet sb by chance: I 
bumped into an old friend in town today. 

>syn) run into sb 
v + prep 

.bump sb 'off (informal) to murder sb: He admit¬ 
ted, bumping off Baines. 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.bump sb 'off; .bump sb off sth 1 to not allow 
sb to have the seat on a plane that they have 
booked, because seats have been sold to more 
people than the plane will carry: With more 
people flying these days, there is a greater chance, 
of getting bumped off your flight, o bumped 
off tra vellers USSR Bump sb can also be used 
with this meaning: We were late arriving at the 
airport and the airline bumped us. 2 (especially 
AmE, computing ) to break the connection 
between sb’s computer and the Internet, so that 
they can no longer use the Internet: Some users 
couldn r t log in, others kept getting bumped off. o 
to be bumped off the Internet (US the Internet, 
server, website >sw kick sb off, kick sb off 
sth; disconnect sb (from sth) (moreformal) 

[3929 These phrasal verbs are usually used in the 
passive: / was worried about being bumped off 
the flight. 

& v + n/pron + adv * v+n/pron + prep 
.bump sb ‘up (to sth) (informal) to move sb to a 
more expensive seat in a plane without charging 
them extra, because there are not enough seats 
at the price they have paid: l got bumped up to 
business class. 

GEEQ Bump sb up is often used in the passive. 
v + n/pron + adv 

.bump sth 'up (informal) to increase or raise sth: 
The company bumped their prices up by 10%. 

[Qg?l prices 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
bUtlCh /bAntjV 

bunch 'up; .bunch sth up if material 
bunches up, or you bunch it up, it forms tight 
folds: The sheets bunched up under him every time 
he moved, o She bunched her skirt up and 
jumped. 

13911 Bunch sth up is often used in the passive, 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.bunch 'up/to'gether; .bunch sb/sth up/ 
to gether to move closer together to make a 
tight group; to make sb/sth do this: The children 
bunched together in little groups in the play¬ 
ground . o All the runners were bunched up 
behind the leader. 

Irani Bunch sb/sth up/together is often used in 
the passive. 

❖ v+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


bundle /‘bAtidl/ 

.bundle sb 'off (to sth...) to send sb somewhere 
in a hurry or when they do not want to go: She 
bundled her son off to school. 

>.g.YN) pack sb off (to,. .) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.bundle up; .bundle sb ‘up (in sth) to dress in 
warm clothes; to put warm clothes on sb: Bundle 
up! It '$ freezing outside! o I bundled Lucy up in a 
blanket and made her a cup of tea. 

wrap up (In sth), wrap sb up (in sth), wrap 
yourself up (in sth) 

Irani Bundle sb up is often used in the passive, 

+ adv ■* v + rVpron + adv 

.bundle sth 'up/to‘gether to put or tie things 
together into a bundle: She bundled up her 
clothes and pushed them into a cupboard, o The 
papers were all bundled together, ready to be 
thrown away. 

#v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

bung lb as}! 

.bung sth 'up (with sth) (BrE, informal ) to stop 
sth from moving or flowing through sth by put¬ 
ting sth in or across it: She's bunged the sink up 
with tea leaves. 

block sth up (more formal) 

Q v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► ,bunged ’up adj blocked; not clear: My nose is 
all bunged up this morning. 

bunk /bAi]k/ 

.bunk 'down (especially AmE) to lie down to sleep 
somewhere, especially somewhere uncomfort¬ 
able or for only one night: We bunked down in an 
old bam for the night. 
ys yh> doss down (BrE, informal) 
v + adv 

.bunk 'off; .bunk 'off sth (BrE, informal) to stay 
away thorn school or work when you ought to be 
there; to leave school or work early, especially 
without permission: IM f s bunk off this after¬ 
noon and go shopping. 

IS school, work H™} skive off, skive off sth 

(BrE) 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

buoy /hoi: AmE also hu:i/ 

.buoy sb/sth 'tip 1 to make or keep sb cheerful 
and confident: Winning the match buoyed the 
team up. o The party did little to buoy up her 
spirits, o She was buoyed up by her father's 
praise. 2 to keep sb/sth floating; to stop sb/sth 
from sinking: I relaxed, letting the salt water 
buoy me up. 


HSS Buoy sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
Buoy sb/sth can also be used: Buoyed by their 
recent victory the team are convinced they can win 
the final. 

< 5 ^v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.buoy sth 'up (finance) to make or keep prices at a 
high or satisfactory level: Share prices were 
buoyed up by the news, o to buoy up the economy 
I5I3I prices 

»™« Buoy sth up is often used in the passive. ♦ 
Buoy sth is also used with this meaning. 

<£► v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

burn fb:i:n m ,AmEh‘s:mf (burnt, burnt /bamt: 
AmEbaivntf or burned, burned f\xm\d\AmE 
ba:md/) 

.burn a'way; .burn sth a'way to disappear as a 
result of burning; to make sth do this; Half the 
candle had burnt away o The fire had burned 
away part of the roof. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(lessfreque.nt) 

.burn 'down if a fire burns down, it becomes 
less strong and burns with smaller flames: They 
sat by the fire, watching it slowly burn down. 

>ofp) bum up 
v + adv 

.burn 'down; .bum sth 'down if a building 
burns down, or sb burns it down, it is des¬ 
troyed by fine: The palace burnt down in the T9th 
century o She threatened to burn the house down. 
13939 Burn sth down is often used in the 
passive. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.burn sth 'off 1 to remove sth by burning: Burn 
the old paint off before repainting the door. 2 (also 
.burn sth 'up) to use energy by exercising: Walk¬ 
ing briskly can burn off a lot of calories, iobjj cal¬ 
ories, fat 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.burn 'out; .burn sth 'out if a machine or part of 
a machine burns out or sb/sth burns it out, it 
stops working because it ha s been used too much 
or has got too hot: The clutch has burnt out. o I 
burnt out the motor in thefirst car I had. 

0 v + adv ♦ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.burn 'out; .burn itself 'out to stop burning 
because there is no more fuel: Blow out the can¬ 
dles before they burn out. o By the time thefire bri¬ 
gade arrived the fire had burnt (itself) out. 
see also nuttM sth out 
+ adv + v + pron + adv 

.burn 'out; .burn yourself out to become very 
tired or sick and unable to continue your w r ork 
by working too hard over a period of time: It’s a 
high pressure job and many people burn out at a 
young age. off he carries on working so hard, 
he 'll burn himself out. 
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-» see also burn sb out, burn sb out of sth 
<$► v + adv ♦ v ♦ pron + adv 

► burnout n [C| [U] the state of being very tired 
or sick because you have worked too hard: 
Burnout is common among teachers. 

► r bumt-'out (especially BrE) (AmE usually 
burned-out) very tired or sick because you have 
worked too hard: burnt-out rock singers 

see also burnt-out at burn sth out 

burn sb out: .burn sb out of sth to force sb 
to leave a building by setting fire to it: A gang has 
tried to burn a woman out of her home. 

-*■ see also burn out, burn yourself out 
<*> v+n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv+prep 

burn sth 'out to destroy sth completely by fire, 
so that only the outside or the frame is left: Two 
cars were burnt out in the crash. 
rein Burn sth out is usually used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

-» see also burn out, burn itsei.f out 
<i>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

► burnt-out (especially BrE ) (AmE usually 
burned-out) adj [only before noun] completely 
destroyed or badly damaged by fire: burnt-out 
buses o burned-out houses 

-* see also burnt-out at burn out, burn your¬ 
self out 

.burn 'up 1 to be destroyed by heat: The spacecraft 
burned up as it entered the earth s atmosphere . 2 
(usually used in the progressive tenses) to have a 
fever or a high tempera ture: She is burning up 
she needs a doctor. 3 If a fire burns up, it gets 
stronger and has larger flames SEE) burn down 
<$> v + adv 

.burn sb up (AmE, informal) to make sb very 
angry: The way he beats me really burns me up. 

+ n/pron + adv 

.burn sth up 1 to get rid of sth completely by 
burning: I'm going to burn up all the rub¬ 
bish/trash. 2 - BURN STH OFF 2 
<!> v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

burrow /'bArou; AmE ‘bsirou/ 

'burrow In sth to search for sth among things in 
a container: She burroumi in her pocket and even¬ 
tually found a few coins . 
v+prep 

burst fbzist, AmEbz’SStj (burst, burst) 

.burst in (on sb/sth), .burst into Sth to enter a 
room, a building, etc. suddenly and noisily, inter¬ 
rupting the people who are in it: He. apologized 
for bursting in on our meeting, o The door sud¬ 
denly flew open and Mia burst in. o She ran down 
the stairs and burst into the kitchen. 

■+ seeolso burst into sth 
<J> v+adv ♦ v+prep 


burst into sth to start producing or doing sth 
suddenly and with great force: The aircraft burst 
into flames (= suddenly started to burn), o I was 
so relieved I burst into tears( suddenly started 
to cry), o The cab’s engine burst into life(~ sud¬ 
denly started to work), o As the curtain fell, the 
audience burst in to applause ( s uddenly started 
to clap), 

5E tears, flames, laughter, life 

-+ see also burst in (on sb/sth), burst into sth 
v + prep 

burst on/onto sth (also burst upon sth more 
formal) to appear somewhere suddenly in a dra¬ 
matic or unusual way: A major new talent has 
burst on/onto the tennis scene. 

[512 scene 
v + prep 

burst ’out to say sth suddenly, loudly and with 
strong feeling: 7 hate you!'she burst out. 

Si*) exclaim (formal) 

-> see also burst out doing sth 

<g>v + adv + speech 

► outburst n a sudden strong expression of an 
emotion; “a sudden increase in an attitude or an 
activity: an outburst of angerliaugliter o spor¬ 
adic outbursts of violence o She apologized for 
her outburst. 

.burst out; .burst out of sth to leave a room, a 
building, etc. suddenly and noisily: The door 
opened suddenly and a man burst, out of the 
house. 

0 v+adv ♦ v+adv+prep 

.burst out doing sth to begin doing sth sud¬ 
denly: We looked at one another and burst out 
laughing. 

513 laughing, crying 

-+ see also burst out; outburst at burst out 
<3> v + adv + -ing 

.burst 'through; .burst ’through sth to move 
suddenly through a door, a barrier, etc. with 
great force: The car drove fast up to the road block 
arid burst through, o She burst through the door 
pursued by two men. o The sun burst through the 
clouds. 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

’burst upon sth s burst on/onto sth 

bury / ben, (buries, burying, buried, buried) 

’bury yourself in sth 1 to go to or be in a place 
where you will not meet many people: He buried 
himself in the country to write a book. 2 to 
involve yourself in sth completely; to spend all 
your time th inking about or doing sth and ignore 
everything else: She buried herself in her work in 
an attempt to forget. 50 work, book 
<|> v + pron + prep 


bust /bASt/ (bust, bust or busted, busted) 

bust out; .bust out of sth; bust sb out; 
.bust sb out of sth (informal) to escape from 
somewhere, usually prison; to help sb to do this: 
His last movie was about a guy busting out of 
Alcatraz, o His friends busted him out of jail. 
SSB) break out, break out of sth ( moreformal ) 
<S>v + adv ♦ v+adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.bust up (with sb) (BrE, informal) if' a couple or 
two friends bust up, they have a quarrel and sep¬ 
arate: They bust up after five years together, o l 
bust up with Tim a while ago. 

WL 3D break up (with sb); spltt up (with/from sb) 

v+adv 

► bust-up n (BrE, informal) 1 (with sb) an argu¬ 
ment or a quarrel: We had a huge bust-up and now 
we're not talking. 2 the end of a relationship 

.bust sth ’up ( informal ) 1 to end sth such as a 
meeting or a relationship by disturbing or ruin¬ 
ing it: The ix)lice busted up the meeting. S2D 
break sth up (more formal) 2 ( AmE) to injure, 
damage or break sth: He busted up his knee in the 
accident. 3 (AmE) to break a company or a larger 
organization into smaller parts 512 company 
)SYh) break sth up (more formal) 
v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

bustle/ bAsi/ 

.bustle a bout/a round; .bustle a bout/ 
a round sth (especially BrE) to move about 
somewhere in a busy or hurried way: She was 
already bustling about, getting dinner ready. 

<$> v+adv ♦ v+prep 

butt/bAl/ 

.butt 'in (informal) t (on sb/sth) to rudely inter¬ 
rupt sb when they are speaking: He apologized 
for butting in on our conversation, o 'His name’s 
Terry, actually.' she butted in. interrupt 
(sb/sth) (more formal) 2 to interfere in a situ¬ 
ation that does not concern you; Slop bulling in. 
It 's nothing to do with you. Hxa) Interfere (with 
sth) (more formal) 

<$> v + adv 1 also v + adv + speech 

.butt 'out (spoken, informal. especially AmE) used 
to tell sb rudely not to interfere in sth or to go 
away: Butt out! Jt s none of your business. 
v+adv 

butter , 'bAta(r)/ 

.butter sb 'up (informal) to say nice things about 
sb because you want them to do sth for you or 
give you sth: We 'd better butter him up a bit before 
we ask for his help. 

USD soften sb up 

<|> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 


button /■ bAtn/ 

.button up; .button sth up to be fastened with 
buttons; to fasten sth with buttons: He buttoned 
up his axit. 

51U coat, jacket, etc. do up, do sth up 
)opp) unbutton, unbutton sth 
PFOT Button and button sth are also used with 
this meaning. 

<«> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

► .buttoned-'up adj 1 [usually before nounj not 
showing or expressing your feelings openly; not 
very friendly: his huitoned-up calmness 2 (AmE) 
very formal in appearance; traditional rather 
than new or exciting 

buy /bai/ (bought, bought /bo:t/) 

.buy sth back if somebody buys sth back, they 
buy again sth that they have sold earlier to sb 
else: The bank will supply and buy back foreign 
currency. O He sold the car in 1949for £400. To buy 
it back last year cost £31000. 
v + adv + n + v+n/pron+adv 

► buy-back n 1 the action of buying again sth 
that you have sold earlier a bookfequipment buy¬ 
back ( when a shop/store or company buys back 
Sth you have finished using) 2 ( business ) a form 
of borrowing money in which a company sells 
its shares with an agreement that it will buy 
them again at a later date: a share buy-back o a 
share buy-back programme 

.buy sth 'In (BrE) to buy sth or a large amount of 
sth for a special occasion or in order to have a 
supply for the future: J'l I have to buy in extra food 
(f they *re coming to stay for a wh i le. 
lee-Jl food 

<*> v+adv+n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 
.buy into sth 1 to buy shares in a company, for 
example to gain control over it: They are looking 
to buy into another insurance company. 513 
company, business 2 (informal) to accept sth 
that many other people believe: We don’t buy into 
the myth that money is the answer to everyth ing. 
0 v+prep 

.buy sb 'off to pay sb to stop them acting against 
you, causing trouble for you, etc: They had to buy 
Brennan off to stop him from talking. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.buy sb/yourself out; .buy sb/yourself ’out 
of sth (BrE) to pay money so that sb/you can 
leave an organization, especially the armed 
forces, before the time agreed: After four years in 
the. navy I bought myself out. 

<«> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.buy sb/sth out to buy part of a company, busi¬ 
ness, etc. from sb else so that you own all of it and 
control it: I want to buy her out and have the 
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home, to myself, o The company was bought, out 
by two German businessmen. 
tPJkii partner, company 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'buyout n (finance ) a situation when sb buys 
enough shares in a company to gain control of it 
.buy sth 'up to buy quickly all of sth or as much 
as you can: They 've bought up all the land in the 
area. 

tesyj company, land, property 

«§► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

buzz /bAZ/ 

.buzz a round; .buzz a round sth (also .buzz 
a’bout/ round, .buzz about/round sth especially 
BrE) to move around quickly and busily: She 
buzzed round (the kitchen), o The photographer 
buzzed around, checking the light o Questions 
buzzed round inside my head. 
v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.buzz 'off (informa0 used to tell sb, not very 
politely to go away: Buzz off Tm trying to work! o 
I wish he’d buzz off! 

HZE> clear off; go away (moreformal) 

<$► v+adv 

.buzz 'round; .buzz 'round sth (especially BrE) 

= BUZZ AROUND, BUZZ AROUND STH 
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~ around 

- on 

“-away 

- on/upon 

~ back 
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- out for 
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-over 

-for 

-round 
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-up 

- in 

39 ~ upon 
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ppm To call is the most common way to say 'to 
telephone’ in American English. It is also used 
in British English, but to phone and to ring are 
more common . 

.call a round: .call a'round sb/sth (Amfh to 
telephone a number of different people, usually 
to try to get information: He’s been calling 
around trying to get the best price on a computer, o 
/ called around the neighbourhood to get support 
for my campaign. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.call sb a'way to ask sb to stop doing what they 
are doing and go somewhere else to deal with sth: 
He was called away to the phone, o She was called 
away from the meeting to deal with an emergency. 
Irani Call sb away is almost always used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv 

.call 'back (BrE) to visit sb again: I’ll call back 
later when your wife’s at home. 

^ v + adv 

.call 'back; .call sb 'back to telephone sb again 
or to telephone sb who telephoned you earlier: 
Call hack in an hour • he’ll he here then, o Kate 
phoned. Can you ca ll her back? o I’ll call you hack 
with the details later. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'callback n 1 a device in a telephone that auto¬ 
matically calls again a number that was busy 
when you first called it: a callback facility 2 a 
telephone call that you make to sb who has called 
you earlier 

.call sb 'backl to shout to sb to turn around and 
come back to a place they have just left: I ran off 
but he called me back, o We started to walk off but 
were called back by the police officer. 2 to ask sb 
who is applying for a job, etc. to return so that 
you can talk to them again: Three people were 
called back for a second interview. 

+ n/pron + adv 


.call 'by (informal, especially BrE) to visit a place 
or a person for a short time, usually when you 
are going somewhere else: Could you call by on 
your way home? o Jan called by to bring your gift. 

drop by 
<§► v + adv 

.call sb 'down to shout to sh to ask them to come 
down from a place which is higher than you: Eve 
called him down (- to come downstairs) to break¬ 
fast already. 

<$► v + n/pron + adv 

.call Sth 'down (on/upon sb) (literary) to pray 
that sth unpleasant will happen to sb because of 
sth had they have done to you; to make sth bad 
happen to sb: He called down curses on them. 
foBJi curses, wrath 
<|»v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 
'call for sb (BrE) to go to sb’s home, for example, 
and take them or go with them somewhere: Shall 
l call for you at eight? 

<$► v + prep 

'call for sth if a situation calls for a particular 
action or quality, it needs or requires it: This 
calls for a celebration! o What she ’s doing calls 
for great skill and courage. 

Irani Call for sth can be used in the passive: 
Tougher action by the government is called for. 

& v + prep 

► un called for adj (of remarks or behaviour) 
not fair or necessary' in the circumstances: l 
shall ignore that uncalled-for remark, 

'call for sth; 'call for sb/sth to do sth to 
demand publicly that sth should be done: The 
group has called for a boycott of the elections, o 
The other directors have called for him to resign. 
Irani Call for sth can be used in the passive: A 
total hart on nuclear weapons has been called for: 
<§► v + prep ♦ v + prep + n/pron + to inf 
.call sth 'forth (formal) to produce a particular 
reaction: Her remarks have called forth harsh 
criticism in the media. 

<$► v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.call 'in 1 [+ adv/prep] (especially BrE) to visit a 
place or a person for a short time, usually when 
you are going somewhere else: He called in at the 
office before he left for London, o She often calls in 
for a chat. WE> drop in (on sb/at. ..) (informal) 2 
to telephone the place where you work: She 
called in sick this morning (- telephoned to say 
that she was ill/sick and would not be coming to 
work). 3 to make a telephone call to a radio or 
television programme: Many listeners called in 
to complain. 
v+adv 
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► call-in n (AmE) a television or radio show in 
which people can phone to talk to people on the 
show, ask questions, give their opinions, etc: a 
call-in show 

.call sb 'in to ask sb to come and help, give advice, 
repair sth, etc: He's threatened to call in the 
police, o You ’ll have to call a plumber in to look at 
this, o Bomb disposal experts were called in to get 
rid of the device. 

(H3 police, expert send for sb 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.call sth 'in ( BrE ) to order or request the return of 
sth, especially a product that has a fault: The 
manufacturers have called in the faulty goods. o 
The bank have called in the loan (~ asked for the 
money to be paid back) immediately. 

ISXti) recall sth (moreformal) 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.call sb/sth 'off to order soldiers, dogs, etc. to 
stop attacking sb, searching for sb/sth, etc: 
Please ca U your dog off. 

M3 dog 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.call sth 'off to cancel or abandon sth that has 
been planned or that has already started: The 
meeting was called off at the last minute, o 
They’ve called off their engagement (= they have 
deckled not to get married), o Police called off 
the search for the climbers at dusk. 

M3 match/game, engagement/wedding, deal, 
search, strike 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'call on sb 1 (especially BrE) to visit sbfor a short 
time: On our way back, we called on grandma. 
MD drop in (on sb/at...) 2 (AmE) to ask sb in a 
class, etc. to answer a question or give their opin¬ 
ion: The math teacher always calls on the boys. 

<£► v + prep 

'call on/upon sth (formal) to use your strength, 
courage, etc. in order to achieve sth or deal with 
a problem: She had to call on all her reserves of 
courage to face the ordeal . 

M3 strength, courage 

^ v + prep 

’call on/upon sb to do sth(/brmaf)1 to make a 
serious or urgent request to sb to do sth: I'm 
available in case I’m called on to help, o We call 
upon all parties to respect the results of the elec¬ 
tion. 2 to formally invite or request sb to speak, 
etc: I now call upon Mr. Spring to give the vote of 
thanks. 

BEH9 Call on/upon sb to do sth can be used in 
the passive: / was called on to make a speech. 

0v + prep + n/pron + to inf 

.call ’out (to sb), .call sth ’out (to sb) to shout or 
say sth loudly in order to get sb’s attention or 
help: He called out to her, but she carried on walk¬ 


ing. o He woke in the night, calling out her name, 
o They called out the numbers of the winning 
tickets. 

IM3 name 2I7H> shout out (to sb), shout sth out 
(to sb) 

ihsus Call/call sth can be used with a similar 
meaning, but call out/call sth out suggests sth 
louder or more urgent. 

<!► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v +adv + speech 

.call sb 'out 1 to ask sb to come to help you, when 
there is an emergency: I’ve never had to call the 
doctor out at night before, o We had to call out an 
electrician. o Troops were called out to deal with 
the riot. M3 doctor, fire brigade, electrician 2 
to order or ask workers to stop work as a protest: 
Miners were called out on strike by union leaders. 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'call-out n (BrE) an occasion when you ask sb 
to come to help you in an emergency: ambulance 
callouts o How much is the plumber’s call-out 
charge? 

GEIB The noun call is also used. 

.call 'out for sth (AmE) to telephone a shop, 
store, restaurant, etc. to ask them to deliver food 
to you at home or at work: Let s call out for pizza. 

send out for sth 

^ v + adv + prep 

.call sb 'over to call sb to come over to where you 
are, because you want to speak to them, give or 
show them sth, etc; Call the waiter over. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

.call 'round (BrE) to visit sb at their home for a 
short time: I just called round to say hello. 

drop round 
<!► v + adv 

.call 'up; .call sb/sth 'up (especially AmE) to 
make a phone call to a person or a place: Call up 
and make a reservation for 8 o clock, o She called 
him up from the bus station, o Call up the office 
and ask for Mr. Morgan. 

E3SXB Call and call sb are also frequently used 
with tliis meaning. Call up and call sb up are 
very common in spoken English, 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.call sb 'up 1 to officially ask sb to go to do train¬ 
ing in the army, navy or air force or to fight in a 
war: When the war began, he was too old to be 
called up. )svn) conscript sb {especially BrE), 
draft sb (AmE) 2 (especia lly BrE) to ask sb to join 
sth or take part in sth: to choose sb to play in a 
team: He's been called up for next week’s match. 
CEDI Call sb up is often used in the passive. 

<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► ‘call-up n 1 an official order to join the army, 
navy or air force: call-up paperstcamps 2 (espe¬ 
cially BrE, sport ) an official invitation to play in 
a team or in a particular game 


.call sth 'up 1 (computing) to obtain information 
that is stored on a computer: She called up all the 
files he had worked on. M3 file. Information 2 to 
bring sth back to your mind: to make you remem¬ 
ber and think about sth: The sound, of their 
laughter called up memories of his own child¬ 
hood. lo&Jl memory Hx3> recall sth (formal) 3 to 
use a quality that you have: He called up all his 
reserves of courage. M3 reserves 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'call upon sth = call on/opon sth 
'call upon sb to do sth = call on/upon sb to 

DO STH 

Calm /ka:m/ 

.calm down; .calm sb/yourself down if sb 

calms down, or you calm them down, they stop 
being angry or excited and become calm: Calm 
down! I've said Fm sorry, o There was nothing we 
could do to calm her down, o He went for a walk to 
calm himself down, o Jack was so shocked that 
he had to be calmed down by his wife and son. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.calm 'down: .calm sth down to become 
calmer: to make a situation calmer: The whole 
fuss will ftave calmed down by tomorrow, o I’ve 
spoken to them to try to calm things down a bit. 
HanCalm sth down cannot be used in the 
passive. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Camp/knrnip/ 

.camp 'out (informal) to sleep outside, usually in 
a tent; to sleep on the floor somewhere for a short 
time: If there is nowhere to stay, we’ll have to 
camp out. o People camped out in the school hall 
to escape the flood water. 

<*► v + adv 

► campout n (AmE) a time when people sleep 
outside in a tent 

.camp it 'up (BrE, informal ) 1 (of a man) to move 
or behave deliberately in a way that people think 
is typical of a man who is sexually attracted to 
other men (a homosexual): He enjoys camping it 
up. 2 to exaggerate your behaviour or a perform¬ 
ance to make people laugh: 1 really camped it up 
in the final scene. 

0 v + it+adv 

cancel /“kaensl/ 0-II-. AmE -I-) 

.cancel 'out; .cancel sth ‘out if two or more 
things cancel out or one cancels out the other, 
they are equally important, but have an opposite 
effect on a situation so that the situation does not 
change: The gains and losses are expected to can¬ 
cel out. o Our expenditure and profits cancel 
each other out. o The job is hard work, but this is 
cancelled out by the fact that the people are so nice. 
0 v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


Cannon /'kaenan/ 

.cannon 'into sb/sth (of a moving person, 
vehicle, etc.) to hit sb/sth by accident and with 
great force: She stopped suddenly and I almost 
cannoned into her. 

<$► v + prep 

.cannon 'off sb/sth if sth moving cannons off 
sb/sth, it hits them/it by accident and with great 
force and then goes off in a different direction: 
The ball cannoned off his leg into the goal. 
v + prep 

capitalize (also capitalise) /'ksepitalaiz/ 

'capitalize on sth (also capitalize upon sth less 
frequent , more formal) to use sth to gain further 
advantage for yourself: They capitalized on their 
success by raising prices, o The opposition tried to 
capitalize on popular discontent over the new law. 
[objI success, opportunity, potential Si© take 
advantage of sth 
v + prep 

care /kea(r);^mEker/ 

'care for sb to like or love sb: I care deeply for you. 
m*m Care for sb can he used in the passive: l 
just want to be loved and cared for by somebody, 
v + prep 

‘car© for sb/sth 1 to take care of and be respon¬ 
sible for sb who is very young, old or sick, etc. or 
for sth that is in danger or could be damaged: The 
nurses give advice to the patients and those who 
care for them. o She cares for several children with 
special needs, o The company is committed to car¬ 
ing for the environment. M3 children, the sick, 
the elderly ESDI In this meaning care for sb/sth 
can be used in the passive: The children were all 
clean and well cared for. -* see also look after 
sb/sth/yourself; look after sth 2 not care for 
sb/sth (formal) to not like sb/sth very much: I 
don’t care for opera. 
v + prep 

ism would you care for.. , (formal ) used to ask sb 
if they would like sth to eat or drink: Would you 
care for a cup of tea? 

► un cared for adj not looked after; neglected: 
The children looked dirty and uncared for. o 
uncared-for gardens 

carry /'kaeri/ (carries, carrying, carried, 
carried) 

.carry sth a'round (also .carry sth a bout/ 
‘round especially BrE) (with you) to take sth from 
one place to another; to take sth everywhere with 
you: I don’t want to carry this bag about with me 
all day. o The CD player is light enough to carry 
around in your pocket. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
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.carry sb/sth a'long to take or move sb/sth for¬ 
ward: His body had been carried along by the 
river, 0 The crowd was so thick that she was car¬ 
ried along with it o {figurative) His immense 
enthusiasm carried us all along. 

& v + n/pron + adv 

.carry sb/sth a'way/ off to support the weight 
of sb/sth and take them/it away: A strong current 
carried the dinghy away 
0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
be get .carried a way to be so excited and 
enthusiastic about sth that you lose control of 
your feelings and may behave in a silly or 
thoughtless way: I got so carried away with shop¬ 
ping that I completely forgot the time . o Don't get 
carried away -= it ’$ not that exciting. 

be/get + v + adv 

.carry sb 'back (to sth) to remind sb of sth that 
happened in the past: The song carried her back 
to her childhood. 

take sb back (to sth) 

$ v + n/pron + adv 

.carry sth forward 1 (also .carry sth over) 

(finance) to move a total sum of money, or a total 
amount, From one page or column to the next, or 
from one week or year to the next: The figures 
were carried forward from the previous page. 
> STN > bring sth forward CBS In this meaning 
carry sth forward is often used in the passive, 2 
to help sth to make progress or succeed: She will 
carry the projectforward after I leave. 

<§> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.carry sb 'off 1 if a disease carries sb off, they 
die as a result of it: She was carried off by the epi¬ 
demic. 2 to capture sb: The enemy carried off 
many prisoners. 

+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.carry sb/sth off = carry sb/sth away/off 
.carry sth ‘off 1 to win sth: She carried off most 
of the prizes. 2 to succeed in doing sth difficult; 
to deal with a difficult situation successfully: 
She's the only person I know who can wear a dress 
like that and carry it off! 

1 v + adv + n * v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv(fe$s 

frequent) 

2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.carry 'on 1 (with sth) (also .carry ‘on doing sth) 

(especially BrE) to continue doing sth or moving 
in a particular direction, without stopping: 
Carry on working/with your work white Dm away. 
o If she carries on shoplifting, she 'll end up in 
jail o She ignored me and carried on writing, 0 I 
called out to h im, but he carried on down the road. 
) SY »b go on, go on doing sth -* see also carry 
sth on 12 to manage to continue living or work¬ 
ing in your usual wav in spite of difficult or 
unpleasant circumstances: Life carried on as 
usual after the fire, o We’re all going to carry on 


as if nothing has happened. Wnf> go on; con¬ 
tinue 3 (with sth) to continue speaking or doing 
sth after a short pause: Well’, she carried on, 
‘then l realized where I'd met him beforef o Ted 
looked up briefly, then carried on with what he 
was doing: go on (with sth) 4 to last for a 

particular time; How long can this situation 
cany on?m$> go on; fast 5 (at sb) (about sth) 
(informal) to argue, quarrel or complain noisily; 
to make a fuss: Stop canying on about how hard 
your life is. o How long are they going to be shout¬ 
ing and canying on like that? MH> go on (at sb) 
(about sth) 6 (with sb) ( old-fashioned , informal) 
to have a sexual relationship with sb: She’s 
carrying on with her boss . 

^ v + adv 

1 also v + adv + -ing 

3 also v + adv+speech 

► 'carry-on n 1 [usually sing,] (BrE. informal) 
excited or noisy behaviour over sth that is not 
important; a fuss 2 (AmE) a small bag or case 
that you carry onto a plane with you: Dm travel¬ 
ling light - Jjust have a carry-on. o Do you have 
any carry-on luggage? 

.carry sth 'on 1 to continue sth, especially sth 
that sb else has begun: Our children will cany 
this tradition on after us. see also carry on l 2 
.carry 'on sth, .carry it/tbem on to do the activ¬ 
ity mentioned: We're trying to carry on a very 
important conversation! o They carried on a cor¬ 
respondence for over forty years, o to carry an a 
business!trade [gm conversation, correspond¬ 
ence, business HiH> conduct sth mori A noun 
must always follow on, but a pronoun comes 
between the verb and on. 

0 1v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

2 v+adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv 

.carry sth 'out 1 to do sth that you said you 
would do or that you have been asked to do: to 
cany out a plan/a promisetan order o He had no 
intention of carrying out his threats, o She had 
carried out all his instructions. IS threat, 
promise, order 2 to do and complete a task: to 
carry out a survey/an investigation o to carry out 
repa irsfchecks/tests o to carry out research o ft is 
not yet clear who carried out the a ttack. 

<|>v + adv + n * v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv (less fre¬ 
quent) 

► ‘carry-out n (AmE, ScotE) a meal that you buy 
cooked from a restaurant and take away to eat 
somewhere else: Let's get a carry-out. 

.carry sth ‘over 1 to delay sth until a later time: 
The game had to be carried over until Wednesday. 
o You can carry over 4 days' leave to next year. 
ME) postpone sth 2 to keep sth from one situ¬ 
ation and use or deal with it in a new situation: 
You should carry over what you team in school 
into your everyday life. 3 carry sth forward 1 
<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


► ’carry-over n 1 (finance) a total sum of money 
or an amount that is moved to the next col¬ 
umn/page/year, etc. 2 something that is kept 
from one situation or time and used in another 
.carry sth ‘round (with you) (especially BrE) ~ 

CARRY STH AROUND (WITH YOU) 

.carry ’through (on/with sth) (AmE) to do and 
finish what you have promised, agreed or 
arranged to do: He convinced us that he would 
cany through withlon his promise. 
v + adv 

.carry sb ‘through; .carry sb 'through sth 

to help sb to deal with a difficult period: Her 
determination carried her through . o His cour¬ 
age helped to carry them through the difficult 
times. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.carry sth through to finish a task, a plan, etc. 
successfully: She was determined to carry 
through her plans, o Once Helen has started a 
task, she’ll carry it through to the end. 
foeut plan, proposal, decision, reforms 
<§► v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

Cart /ka:t; AmEkaxtl 

( cart Sth a'rouud (also .cart sth a bout/ round 

especially BrE) (with you) (informal) used to talk 
about carrying sth large, awkward or unimport¬ 
ant from one place to another or everywhere you 
go: I had to cart my shopping around with me all 
day. o He carts all sorts of useless staff about. 
ism carry sth around (with you) (moreformal), 
lug sth around (with you) 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.cart sb/sth a‘way/’off (informal) to take sb/sth 
away with some difficulty: Two players were 
carted, off to hospital. 0 The police arrived and 
carted 40 rioters off to jail. 

ME> take sb/sth away (moreformal) 

rcpna Cart sb/sth away/off is often used in the 

passive: He was carted away by two policemen. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

carve /ka:v; AmEkarvI 

.carve sth out 1 (also ,carv« sth ‘out of sth) 

(geology) to make a physical feature in the 
earth’s surface over a long period of time 
through the action of water, ice, weat her, e tc: 
The valley was carved out by glaciers. G22XD In 
this meaning carve sth out is often used in the 
passive. 2 (for yourself) to build a successful car¬ 
eer, a good reputation, etc., often with difficulty 
or hard work: She carved out a unique niche for 
herself in the music business, o He’s carved out a 
successful career in the building industry, [ojyj 
career, name, niche 
<5>v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.carve sb/sth 'up (BrE, informal) 1 to wound sb 
or their face badly with a knife: He got carved up 
outside the pub last night. 2 to go past a moving 
vehicle ahead of you and then suddenly move in 
front of it in a dangerous way: I was carved up by 
a lunatic in a Porsche. 0 We saw the van carve up 
several cars, before turning left. laly] person, car 
ysY>o cut sb/sth up (BrE) 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.carve Sth 'up to divide a company, an area of 
land, etc. into parts and share them out: They 
carved the territory up into three provinces. 0 The 
thieves hurriedly carved up the loot 
v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
k ’carve-up n [sing,] (BrE, informal) the act of 
dividing sth up into parts and sharing them out 

cash I'kKi'/ 

.cash In (on sth) (informal) to gain an advantage 
from a situation in a way that people think is 
wrong or dishonest: Many businesses cashed in 
on the massive public interest in her death, 0 The 
new law means video pirates can tio longer cash in 
by selling illegal copies. 

<$► v + adv 

.cash Sth In to exchange sth for money: Cash in 
any remaining travellers' cheques when you 
return. 0 You will lose money if you cash your 
policy in early. 

Iqbj] shares, policy 

v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.cash ’up (BrE) (AmE .cash ‘out) to count the 
money that has been taken in a shop/store, res¬ 
taurant, etc. at the end of the day: We cash up at 
five o’clock. 
v + adv 

Cast /ka:st; AmE ksest / (cast, cast) 

.cast a'round (BrE also .cast a bout) (for sth) 

(formal) to look around you to try to find sth; to 
try very hard to think of sth: He cast about for an 
escape route. 0 He was desperately casting 
around for an excuse. 0 The company is having to 
cast around feverishly for ways to cut its costs. 
EEHlThis phrasal verb is usually used in writ¬ 
ten English, 
v + adv 

.cast sb/stti a side (formal) to get rid of, or give 
no attent ion to, sb/sth that you no longer want or 
need: She just cast him aside when she got bored. 
o She has been able to cast aside ( ■ stop using) her 
wheelchair. 

BUH) discard sb/sth 
<$► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.cast sth a side (formal) 1 to throw sth to one 
side: He cast aside the newspaper impatiently 2 to 
get rid of feelings, attitudes, etc. that are bad or 
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negative, or that stop you achieving sth: He cast 
aside a 11 his inhibitions, o The speakers cast mod¬ 
esty aside and talked a boat their success. 

MM> throw sth aside; toss sth aside (less 
formal ) 

0 v + adv + n * v +n/pron+adv 
be .cast a'way (on sth) to be left somewhere 
after your ship has been destroyed at sea: What 
would you do if you were cast away on a desert 
island? 
be + v + adv 

► ‘castaway n a person whose ship has been des¬ 
troyed and who has managed to swim to an 
island, etc. 

.cast sth 'back (to sb/sth) to make yourself 
think about a particular time, a situation in the 
past, etc: I cast my mind back to our first meet¬ 
ing all those years aga 
Eps-il only your mind 
<§► v + n + adv 

.cast sth 'down (literary) if you cast your eyes 
down, you look down: She cast her eyes down 
modestly while Jack was talking about ken 
IS only eyes Wh> lower sth (less formal) 

<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

► 'downcast (also .cast 'down less frequent) adj 
(literary) dow ncast eyes are looking down 

see also downcast at be cast down 
be .cast 'down (by sth) (formal) to be sad or 
unhappy about sth: He is not easily cast down. 

& be + v + adv 

► 'downcast (also .cast ’down less frequent) adj 
(literary) sad or unhappy: a downcast expression 
o He looked so downcast I took pity on him. 

-» see also downcast at cast sth down 
.cast 'off; .cast sth 'off 1 to undo the ropes that 
are holding a boat in position so that it can start 
to move 2 (in knitting) to remove a row of 
stitches from the needle in a way that will make a 
finished edge: When the scarf is the right length , 
cast off IsP stitches cast on, cast sth on 

^v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv * 
v + n + adv (rare) 

.cast Sth 'Off (formal) 1 to take off a piece of 
clothing and throw it to one side: They cast, off 
their clothes and jumped in the pool [§!3 jacket, 
shoes, clothes M3) take sth off ( less formal ) 2 
to get rid of sth bad or sth that you do not like: 
She tried to cast off her upbringing . o It 's time to 
cast, off those winter blues and burst into spring! 
Q v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

► 'cast-off (especially BrE) (AmE usually 'hand- 
me-down) n [usually pi ) a piece of clothing that 
the original owner no longer wants to wear: 
She s fed up with wearing her sister ’s cast-offs. 

► 'cast-off adj [only before noun] that the ori¬ 
ginal owner no longer wants to wear or use: cast¬ 
off clothing <> cast-off plastic bags 


.cast on; .cast sth 'on (in knitting) to make the 
first row of stitches on a needle, or add new 
stitches: Cast on and knit 10 rows. 

SI stitches cast off, cast sth off 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (rare) 

.cast sb/sth 'out; .cast sb/sth 'out of sth 

(formal) to drive sb away; to get rid of sb/sth, 
especially by using force: She was cast out by 
society, o He claimed to be able to cast out demons. 
0 The villagers had been cast out of their homes. 
dSS2a Cast sb out is often used in the passive, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron+adv + prep 

► 'outcast n someone who is rejected and 
ignored by other people and often has to leave 
their home and friends: She felt like a social out¬ 
cast. 0 He was treated like an outcast by the other 
children. 

► 'outcast adj [only before noun] ignored or not 
accepted by other people: outcast members of 
society 

.cast sb/sth 'up (on sth) (literary) 1 if the sea 
casts sb/sth up on the land, it carries them/it in 
and leaves them/it there: A whale Imie was cast 
up on the beach. Mi) wash up, wash sth up ( less 
formal) EES Cast sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive in this meaning. 2 if you cast your eyes 
up, you look up: She cast her eyes up to the ceiling 
and sighed, remi only ayes 
tjy v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

catch /ksetjy (caught, caught /ko:t/) 

'catch at stfa/$b to try to get hold of sth quickly: 
She tried to catch at a branch but couldn’t reach. 
15IQ] sb’s hand/arm/steeve MM) clutch at sb/sth; 
grasp at sth/sb 
v + prep 

.catch 'on ( informal ) 1 (to sth) to understand sth; 
to realize the truth of sth: He's very quick to catch 
on. 0 The students soon caught on to the idea that 
phrasal verbs are not really difficult. 0 People are 
catching on to the fact that he's a fraud. MH> cot¬ 
ton on (to sth) 2 (with sb) to become popular or 
fashionable; It's a good idea, but it’ll never catch 
on. 0 Paying by credit card has only caught on 
recently here. 0 3-1) films never caught on with a 
mass audience. 
v+adv 

.catch sb 'out 1 to trick sb into making a mis¬ 
take or doing sth wrong; to discover that sb does 
not know much or is doing sth wrong: The test 
isn't designed to catch you out It s to see how 
much you’ve learnt. 0 The inter viewer may try to 
catch you out with trick questions. 0 She reacted 
like a child caught out in a He. 2 (especially BrE) if 
a situation, bad weather etc. catches sb out, it 
surprises them and puts them into a difficult 


situation: The snow catches us out every year (~ 
we are not prepared for it), o Many investors 
were caught out by the collapse of the company. 
liMH Catch sb out is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
.catch 'up (with sb/sth) (BrE also .catch sb/sth 
'up) 1 to reach sb/sth ahead of you by going 
faster than them/it: She was walking so fast I had 
to run to catch up (with her). 0 The police car 
finally caught up with the van at the junction. 2 to 
reach the same level or standard as sb/sth else 
that was better or more advanced: We need to 
catch up with our computers in Europe. 0 You'll 
have to work hard to catch up with the rest of the 
class. 0 When I went back to school I found I had 
a lot of catching up to do. 

+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (rare) 
.catch 'up (with sth) 1 to spend extra time doing 
all the work, tasks, etc. that you should have done 
earlier: I'm so behind with my paperwork, it’s 
going to take me a week to catch up. 2 to find out 
about things that have happened: Come and stay 
for a few days , so that we have a chance to catch 
up. 0 1 want to catch up with all your news. 0 
We’ve got a lot of catching up to do after all this 
time. see also catch up on sth 
v + adv 

.catch sb 'up (on sth) ( AmE) to tell sb about 
things that have happened; You can catch me up 
on the news later. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv 

.catch sb/sth 'up (BrE) 1 = catch dp (with 
sb/sth) 1 You go ahead. I’ll catch you up, 0 She 
caught the leader up and then overtook her. 2 - 
catch cp (with sb/sth) 2 This company is the 
most likely to catch up the market leader, o She 's 
training hard to ca tch her sister up. 
be/get .caught up in sth 1 to become involved 
in an unpleasant event or situation that you can¬ 
not escape from: A number of tourists got caught 
up in the riots. 0 children caught up in crime 0 
Sorry I’m late ■— I got caugh t up in a traffic jam. 
IqbjI violence, war, events, traffic 2 to be com¬ 
pletely absorbed in an activity, your own feel¬ 
ings, etc: She got caught up in the excitement, and 
drama of the auction. 0 1 didn’t hear you come in; 
I was so caught up in this book. |5H3 excitement, 
book 

<$» be/get + v + adv + prep 

.catch 'up on sb = catch up with sb 2 Old age is 
catching up on me. 

.catch 'up on Sth 1 to spend extra time doing all 
the work, tasks, etc. that you should have done 
earlier: I’ve got a lot of work to catch up on. 0 / 
spent the weekend catching up on lost sleep. |qm 


work, sleep 2 to find out about things that have 
happened: It was good to see Patsy and catch up 
on all the gossip, 
see also catch up (with sth) 
v + adv + prep 

.catch 'up with sb 1 if the police or people in 
authority catch up with sb, they finally find out 
that they have done sth wrong and punish them: 
They were involved in burglary for years before 
the police caught up with them. 2 ( also catch up 
on sb less frequent) 11" sth you have done or sth 
that has been happening to you catches up with 
>* 011 , it starts to cause you problems that you have 
so far managed to avoid: His past is finally catch¬ 
ing up with him. 0 The late nights were begin¬ 
ning to catch up with her. 3 (informal) to meet sb 
you have not seen for a while and hear their 
news: He just wants to rest and catch up with old 
friends. 0 Catch up with you later! 0 We ’ve got a 
lot of catching up to do after all this time! fdWJl 
friends 

0 v + adv + prep 

cater /’keitefr)/ 

'cater for sb/sth to provide everything that sb, a 
group of people or a situation needs or wants: 
The careers service caters for the needs of young 
people and adults. 0 The resort also caters for 
winter sports. 

PSbjI needs, children, Interests 

rostra Cater for sb/sth can be used in the passive: 

All age gjvups are well catered for. 

<$► v + prep 

'cater to sb/sth (disapproving) to provide sth 
that satisfies what a particular type of person 
wants: Endless media coverage catered to the pub¬ 
lic’s interest in the scandal. 
unna Cater to sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
Their every need was ca tered to. 
v + prep 

Cave ,/keiv/ 

cave In 1 (on sb/sth) it a roof, wall, etc. caves in, 
it falls down and inwards: The roof of the tunnel 
caved in on the workmen, [subjj roof, wall 2 (to 
sth) to finally do what sb wants you to do after 
you have resisted for a long time: The manage¬ 
ment refused to cave in to their demands, o Under 
his fierce questioning she caved in and told him 
the truth. IS demands, pressure 
^ v + adv 

► 'cave-in n 1 the fact of a roof, wall, etc. falling 
down and inwards: For the people inside the tun¬ 
nel there was a serious risk of flooding or a cave- 
in. 2 an instance of agreeing under pressure to 
do sth you do not want to do 
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centre (BrE) (AmE center) /'senta(r)/ 

'centre around sb/sth centre $th around 
sb/sth (BrE also centre round sb/sth. 'centre 
sth round sb/sth) to be, or make sb/sth, the most 
important person or thing around which most 
activity takes place: The debate centres around 
the question of poioer. o The case centred around 
the couple’s adopted children, o Her life was 
centred entirely around her family o The night¬ 
life of the town is largely centred around the 
hotels. 

QEm Centre sth around/round sb/sth is often 
used in the passive. 

4) v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 
centre on sb/sth; centre sth on sb/sth 
{also ‘centre upon sb/sth, ‘centre sth upon 
sb/sth more formal) to give a lot of attention or 
thought to one particular activity, idea or per¬ 
son, etc: The discussions centred on the hostage 
issue . o Public interest centred largely on the 
team s stars, o The group has centred its attention 
on the need for reform, o His research is centred 
on the effects of unemployment. 

&EEO Centre sth on/upon sb/sth is often used in 
the passive. 

4^ v + prep ♦ v +n/pron + prep 

chain /t jem / 

.chain sb/sth ’up (to sth) to fasten sb/sth to sth 
else with chains to stop them escaping or being 
stolen: I'd chain your bike up (to the fence) just in 
case, o The prisoners were chained up in a dark 
cell. 

C3SBS Chain sb/sth (to sth) can also be used w ith 
this meaning. 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

chalk /tjb:k/ 

.chalk up sth; .chalk it/them up (informal) 
to achieve a success, a victory, a score in a game, 
etc: The team has chalked up itsfifth win in a row. 
o This week Dee Brothers chalked up 1(H)years of 
business in this town. 
ipjyj success, victory, win 
grata a noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
.chalk Sth 'up to sth (informal) to think that sth 
happens as a result of sth else: We can chalk our 
recent victories up to a lot of luck, o When the goal 
ims disallowed they chalked it up to a bad ref¬ 
eree decision. 

HD attribute sth to sth (formal ), put sth 
down to sth 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

B chalk it up to ex perience (spoken, espe¬ 
cially AmE) used to say that you can learn from 
sth bad that has happened to you 


chance /tfcuns; AmEtfsemf 

'chance on/upon sb/sth (formal) to meet sb or 
find sth when you do not expect to: I chanced on 
an old school friend in town, o He chanced upon a 
volume of Japatiese poetry in a bookshop. 
v + prep 

change /tjemd3/ 

.change sb/sth a'round (especially AmE) 

CHANGE SB/STH ROUND 

.change 'back 1 (into sth) to take off your 
clothes and put on what you were wearing earl¬ 
ier: HI just change back into my tracksuit. 2 
(into/to sb/sth) to return to an earlier state or 
form: When you double click on SELECT, the 
screen changes back to the main design screen, o 
Slowly the angry animal changed back into its 
normal calm self. 

4» v + adv 

.change sth back (into/to sth) to exchange an 
amount of money into the system of money 
(currency) that it was in before: Can I change 
these dollars back into sterling? 

v + n/pron + adv * v + acfv + n (lessfrequent) 

.change 'down (into/to sth) (BrE) to move the 
stick that controls the speed in a vehicle into a 
position suitable for slower speeds (a lower 
gear): Change down into second as you approach 
the corner. 

ffipp) change up (into/to sth) 

<3* v + adv 

.change into Sth to put on different clothes: We 
quickly changed into our swimsuits, o I didn’t 
bring anything to change into. 

4^ v + prep 

.change into sth; .change sb/sth into sth 

to change, or to make sb/sth change, into sth dif¬ 
ferent; The castle has changed into a hotel, o The 
handsome prince was changed into a frog: 

XU*} turn into sth, turn sb/ 3 th into sth 
v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 

.change 'out Of sth to take off the clothes you are 
wearing and put on different ones: I must change 
out of these wet clothes before / get a chill o She 
changed out of her suit as soon as she came home. 
4*v + adv+prep 

.change 'over 1 (from sth) (to sth) to stop using 
one system or thing and start using another: 
The magazine changed over from pink paper to 
white in 1917. o We’re changing over to a new 
computer system. 1ME> switch over (from sth) (to 
sth) 2 (to sth) (BrE) to change from watching one 
television channel to watching another: I 
changed over to BBC l to see the foot ball o Can we 
change over? jars? switch over (from sth) (to 
sth); turn over (to sth) 

-0 v + adv 


► "changeover n a change from one system or 
thing to another: The changeover to the new sys¬ 
tem will take place gradually, o a changeover 
period 

.change 'over/'round (BrE) if two people 
change over/round, they move to where the 
other person was before or do what the other per¬ 
son was doing: Can you and Phil change round? 
You’re too tall to stand in the front row. o When 
you get tired of driving we can change over. 

£syn> swap around/over/round (informal espe¬ 
cially BrE) 
v + adv 

.change sb/sth 'round (especially BrE) (AmE 
usually .change sb/sth a'round) to move objects, 
such as furniture, or people into different pos¬ 
it ions: Who ’$ changed the desks around? o You ’re 
always changing this room round! (~ making it 
look different by moving the furniture, etc.) o 
The Yankees keep changing their players around. 
fgfejl room, furniture swap sb/sth around/ 
over/round (especially BrE) 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.change 'up (Into/to sth) (BrE) to move the stick 
that controls the speed in a vehicle into a pos¬ 
ition suitable for faster speeds (a higher gear): 
Change up into fourth gear now. 

JCpF) change down (into/to sth) 

4) v + adv 

charge /tjeeda; AmE tjmrds/ 

'charge sb with sth; ‘charge sb with doing 

Sth (format) to give sb a duty, responsibility or 
task: A solicitor was charged with administering 
the estate. 

EHH These phrasal verbs are often used in the 
passive. 

<|>v + n/pron + prep 

Charm /tja:m ; AmE tja:rm/ 

.charm Sth 'out of sb if you charm money or 
information out of sb, you obtain it by using 
your power to please or attract people; She man¬ 
aged to charm £20 out of him. 

+ n/pron + adv + prep 

chase /tfeis/ 

.chase a'round (BrEalso .chase a bout/'round) 

to be very busy, rushing from one place to 
another: I've been chasing around all morning 
trying to find a gift for my sister. 
v + adv 

,chas# sb/sth a'way/'off/'out to force sb/sth to 
ran away by running after them or threatening 
them: He chased the attackers away by firing 
shots into the air. 

4) v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.chase sb/sth 'down (AmE. informal) to try 
hard to get sth or find sb/sth that you need or 
want: Eve been trying to chase Sam down all day! 

m seek sb/sth out (morefarmal), track sb/sth 
down 

4) v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.chase sb/sth 'off = chase sb/sth away/off/ 

OUT, ETC. 

.chase sb/sth 'out = chase sb/sth away/off/ 

OUT, ETC. 

.chase 'round (BrE) - chase around 
.chase sb/sth 'up (informal) 1 to contact sb and 
remind them to do sth they have said they would 
do or that they ought to do: I’ll chase him up and 
find out what’s going on. o It is his job to chase up 
clien ts with outstanding debts, o Could you chase 
up those late replies (= remind people to reply). 2 
to try to find sb/sth that you need; to try to get 
more information about sb/sth: We 're chasing up 
two other people who were at the party, o I'll chase 
up references to the battle in the library. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

chat ytjaet/ (-U-) 

.chat sb 'up (informal) 1 (BrE) to talk in a 
friendly way to sb because you are sexually 
attracted to them: Who was that girl you were 
chatting up last night?2 (especially AmE) to talk 
to sb in a friendly way because you want them to 
do sth for you or to give you sth: You ’ll have to 
chat the boss up if you wan t some days off. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'chat-up n (BrE. informal) an attempt to talk in 
a friendly way to sb you are sexually attracted to: 
He was trying some old chat-up lines. 

Cheat / 

'cheat sb Of Sth (also .cheat sb 'out of sth) to 

prevent sb from having sth, especially in an 
unfair or dishonest way: He had cheated the tax- 
man of £60 000. o He was cheated out of his right¬ 
ful inheritance. 

4>v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
'cheat on sb to be unfaithful to your husband, 
wife or partner by secretly having sex with sb 
else: He was the last to know that she had been 
cheating on him. 

Ism wife, partner, etc, 

4> v + prep 

'cheat on sth to tail to do sth you have agreed or 
promised to do: The government have cheated on 
their comm itment not to raise taxes . 

IdKJl agreement, commitment 

v + prep 

.cheat sb out of sth = cheat sb of sth 
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check /trek/ 

,check 'in 1 (at sth) to go to an official desk at a 
hotel, an airport, etc. and tell sb that you have 
arrived: After checking in, we went out for a meal 
o You must check in at desk 25an hour before take¬ 
off -* see also check into sth 12 (with sb) (espe¬ 
cially AmE) to contact sb to let them know where 
you are or what you are doing: I have to check in 
with my boss every three hows. Mh) report in 
(to sb/sth) 

^ v + adv 

► 'check-tn n 11U] the act of telling an official at 
an airport that you have arrived, showing them 
your ticket, etc: the check-in desk 2 [Cl |tT| the 
place at an airport where you go to say you have 
arrived, show your ticket, etc: There were long 
queues at the check-in. 

.check sb ’In to take sb's name when they arrive 
at a hotel or an airport, look at their ticket, etc: 
Write all the names of the guests in this book as 
they are checked in. o All the passengers have 
been checked in. 

Sill guests, passengers 
<*> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.check sth 'In to leave or accept bags, cases, etc. 
to be put on a plane or a tra in: When we arrived at 
the airport we checked our bags in straight away. 

luggage, bags 
^ v + n/pron+adv * v + adv + n 
check 'into sth 1 to arrive at a hotel, private 
hospital, etc. to begin your stay there: l arrived 
in Boston and checked into my hotel o She's 
checked into a private dink for drug rehabilita¬ 
tion. SI hotel, motel, clinic M> book into sth 
^Ws> check out of sth -» see also check in 1 2 to 
try to find out more about sth or discover the true 
facts about sth: The police are checking into the 
cause of the crash. H look into sth 
v + prep 

.check sth 'off 1 to put a mark beside items on a 
list to show that they are correct, present or have 
been dealt with: I've checked off all the furniture 
on the list, o He checked everyone’s name off as 
they arrived. M) tick sth off 2 {especially 
AmE) to put a mark in a box on a document to 
give an answer to a question, choose sb/sth, etc: 
Some voters wrote in names instead of checking 
off the candidates listed. H Check sth is usu¬ 
ally used with this meaning, 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
'check on sb/sth 1 to make sure that sb is safe, 
happy, etc. or that sth is progressing as it should 
be: HI Just check on dinner, o The doctor visited 
every day to check on my progress, Ma\ progress, 
children, patient 2 to find out if sth is true or 
correct, especially sth that sb has said about 
themselves: Do you always check on future 
employees? o Will you check, on his address? -+ see 
also check i;p 


EEE3 Check on sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: The children were put to bed and then not 
checked on again . ♦ Check sth can also be used 
with these meanings. 

^ v + prep 

.check 'out {especially AmE) if facts, etc. cheek 
out, they can be shown to be correct or true: His 
story doesn’t check out. 5E3H story, reference 
v + adv 

.check 'out; .check out of sth 1 (AmE, infor¬ 
mal becoming old-fashioned) to leave a place or 
finish an activity: The climb was too difficult so I 
checked out early, o He can’t just check out on us 
like that! o Let’s check out of here. 2 to leave a 
hotel, a hospital, etc. where you have been stay¬ 
ing: She checked out this morning, o He decided to 
check out of the hospital and go home. hotel, 
motel, hospital )M) check in; check into sth 
<j> v + adv * v + adv + prep 

► 'checkout n (AmE) [U] the act or time of leav¬ 
ing a hotel at the end of your stay: Checkout is 10 
a.m. o checkout time 

see aiso checkout at check out, check sh out 

.chock out; .check sb out (AmE) if you 
check out in a shop/store, or sb checks you out, 
you find out how much you have to pay and give 
sb the money: You can check out at. aisle eight, o 
The girt who checked me out looked at me 
strangely 

4> v + adv 4 v + n/pron + adv 

► checkout n the place where you pay for the 
goods you are buying in a supermarket: There 
were huge queues at the checkout, o a supermar¬ 
ket checkout 

see also checkout at check oct, check out 

OF STH 

.check sb/sth 'outl (especially AmE) to find out 
if sth is true or correct or if sb is honest, truthful, 
reliable, etc: Check him out before you give him the 
job. o Police have checked out his story, o We need 
to check out whether the company is reliable . Ml) 
story, claim, company 2 (informal, especially 
AmE) to look at sb/sth because they/it seem inter¬ 
esting or attractive: Check out our new fashion 
range! o It’s worth checking out that new restaur¬ 
ant. o Check out that gorgeous guy over there! 

0 v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 
.check sth 'out (AmE) to borrow sth such as a 
book or a video from a library 1 : / checked out three 
books from the library. 

[obj} book, video 
0-v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 
.check sb/sth 'over to examine a person or an 
animal to make sure that they are healthy; to 
examine a machine, etc. to make sure it is work¬ 
ing correctly: The doctor would like to check you 
over, o I got the car checked over before the trip. 
Wfi) look sb/sth over; examine sb/sth (more 
formal) 

4^ v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 


.check sth 'over (also .check through sth) to 

examine sth written or printed carefully to make 
sure that it is correct: I've got to check over my 
work for spelling before I hand it in. o You should 
get someone to check the letter over for you. 

^v + adv + n 4 v + pron + adv 4 v + n +adv (less fre¬ 
quent) 4 v + prep 

.check 'through sth (also .check it, them, etc. 
’through less frequent) = check sth over Check 
through your notes carefully, o There were 23files 
to look at, and Tim spent half his day checking 
through them all. 

CEE0A noun must always follow through, A 
pronoun can come between the verb and through 
or after through. 

<j>v + prep 4 v + pron + adv { less frequent) 

.Check 'Up (especially BrE) 1 (on sb) to make sure 
that sb is doing what they should be doing, or 
that what they have said about themselves is 
true: They always check up on prospective 
employees, o I won't have you checking up on me 
like that! o I’d better check up to see the kids are 
OK. 2 (on sth) to find out if sth is true or correct: 
to find out what is happening: I think the train's 
at ten o ’clock, but I’ll phone the station to check up. 
o I went to the library to check up on a few things. 
nran Check and check sth can also be used with 
these meanings. 

-> see also check on sb/sth 
^ v + adv 

► check-up n an examination by your doctor to 
see how healthy you are: to go for a check-up o a 
rou t ine check-up 

Cheer /tjra<r>; AmE till',! 

.cheer sb 'on to encourage sb, especially sb in a 
race or competition, by shouting: The crowd 
cheered the runners on. 

^ v + n/pron + adv *v + adv + n 
.cheer up; .cheer sb/yourself ‘up to become, 
or to make sb/yourself, happier or more cheerful: 
She seems to have cheered up since Saturday, o 
Cheer up! o Nothing could cheer him up. o She 
bought some chocolates to cheer herself up. 

Hyh) brighten up: liven up. liven sb/sth up 
4 ^ v + adv 4 v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 
.cheer Sth 'up to make a room, etc. brighter and 
more cheerful: Flowers always cheer up a room. 
foijl room MH) brighten sth up; liven sth up 
v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 

chew/tju:/ 

’Chew on sth 1 (also ‘chew at sth) to bite sth con¬ 
tinuously, especially because you are nervous or 
to test your teeth: He chewed on his bottom lip as 
he considered the question. 2 (informal) -■ chew 
sth over Why don’t we chew on it for a while? 

4^ v + prep 


.chew sb 'out (AmE, informal) to tell sb angrily 
that they have done sth wrong: He got chewed out 
by his teacher for being late. 

E£n> tell sb off (for sth/for doing sth); repri¬ 
mand sb (formal) 

v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 
.chew sth ’over (also 'chew on sth) (both infor¬ 
mal) to think about or discuss sth carefully and 
in detail: He spent the weekend chewing over the 
problem. 

IqbjI problem, idea 

^ v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 
.chew sth 'up 1 to bite sth until it is completely 
soft or destroyed: The baby chewed the cookie up 
and swallowed it. 2 (informal) if a machine 
chews sth up, it damages or destroys it: The cas¬ 
sette players chewed the tape up again. 

4» v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 

chicken mikm / 

.chicken 'out: .chicken 'out of sth; 
.chicken out of doing sth (informal) to 
decide not to do sth because you are afraid: If I 
don’t fight him, everyone will say that I chickened 
out. o She chickened out of telling him the truth. 
WfW> bottle out, bottle out of sth, bottle out of 
doing sth 

^ v + adv 4 v + adv + prep 

chill /tfil/ 

.chill ‘out (informal) to relax completely and not 
get upset or excited about anything: Chill out! 
We’ll get there on time! o I spent most of the 
weekend chilling out at my friend's house. 
v + adv 

► 'chill-out adj [only before noun} that helps you 
to relax or makes you feel relaxed: chill-out music 
o a chill-out room (~ a place at a dub, etc. where 
you can relax when you do not want to dance) 

chime /tjaun/ 

,chime In (with sth) (informal) to join inaconver- 
sation suddenly or interrupt sb: Absolutely!’she 
chimed in eagerly, o He kepi chiming in with his 
own opinions. 

v + adv 4 v + adv + speech 

.chime in with sth; chime with sth ( formal) 
to agree with sth; to be similar to sth: His policies 
chimed in with the national mood at the time. 

MB) fit in with sth 

BESS These phrasal verbs are usually used in 
written English. 

^v + adv + prep 4 v+prep 

ChSp/tJip/(-pp-) 

.chip away at sth (used especially in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses) to make sth smaller or weaker by 
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clean out 


was chipping away at the rocks, looking forfos ■ 
site, o (figurative) The government seems to be 
chipping away at people's rights. 

<«► v + adv + prep 

>chip sth a way/off; .chip sth off sth to 

remove sth by continuously breaking off small 
pieces: She used a hammer to chip away the stone, 
o J chipped the rust off the box with a knife. 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
.Chip in (with sth) (informal) 1 to join in or inter¬ 
rupt. a conversation; to add sth to a conversation: 
Feel free to chip in if I've forgotten to mention any¬ 
thing. o She chipped in with some interesting 
remarks. 2 (also .chip in sth) to give some money 
so that a group of people can buy sth together: 
Has everyone chipped in for the present? o The 
company has chipped in with a $200 donation. o 
Ut’s all chip in five dollars. ME) club together 
(to do sth) 

^ v+adv2 also v + adv + n 

.chip sth ‘off; .chip sth "off sth = chip sth away/ 

OFF, CHIP STH OFF STH 

.chip 'off; .chip ’off sth if paint or a surface 
chips off, it comes off in small pieces: The var¬ 
nish is chipping off: o Most of the paint had 
chipped qff the gate. 
v + adv * v + prep 

Chiwy /'tfivi/ (chivvies, chivvying, chivvied, 
chivvied) 

.chiwy sb a long { BrR „ informal) to try to make 
sb move faster or do sth more quickly: The 
teacher chivvied the children along. 

ME) hurry sb/sth along 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Choke /t Jaok; AmE tjouk; 

.choke sth 'back to try to stop yourself from 
showing a strong emotion, or saying sth that 
might upset sh: He choked back his tears. o A pro¬ 
test rose to her lips f but she choked it back. 

(5&D tears, sob(s) 

EdB Choke sth back is not used in the passive. 
<$> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.choke sth 'off 1 to prevent or stop sth: High 
interest tales have choked off investment . Em 
demand, investment 2 to stop or interrupt sth: 
His words were choked off by the sudden screams. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.choke 'up; .choke sb 'up to become, or to 
make sb, so upset that you/they are unable to 
speak: That song really chokes me up. o He gets 
choked up just remembering the day she left. 

SHE Choke sb up is usually used in the passive 
with be or get. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


Chop /tjop; AmEt$a:pj (-pp-) 

chop at sth: .chop a way at sth to aim blows 
at sth with a sharp heavy tool: They chopped at 
the undergrowth with their machetes. 

^v + prep ♦ v + adv+prep 

.chop sth 'down to make sth such as a tree fall 
down by cutting it at the base with a sharp tool: 
They 're chopping down thousands of trees every 
year. 

EI3 tree WE) cut sth down 

<$► v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.Chop sth 'off; .chop sth 'off sth to remove sth 
by cutting it with a sharp heavy tool: The king 
had his head chopped off o She chopped a branch 
off the tree. 

2I™> cut sth off, cut sth off sth 

v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n * v+rt/pron + prep 
.chop sth 'up to cut sth into small pieces with a 
knife or a sharp tool: Shall we chop these logs up 
for firewood? o t shall have to chop her food up 
very small for her. o Chop up the onion into small 
pieces. 

Hi™> cut sth up 

-* see also hack sth up 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

ChOW/tJau/ 

chow 'down (on sth) (AmE, informal) to eat a lot 
of food: We chowed down on fried chicken and 
salad. 

& v + adv 

chuck tjAk, 

GEXO Chuck is an informal way of saying 
throw. 

.chuck sth a'way ( BrE , informal) 1 to not make 
good use of sth; to waste sth: She’s chucking all 
her money away on presents for him. olfs too 
good an opportunity to chuck away. 2 (also 
.chuck sth 'out) to throw sth away because you 
no longer want or need it: We chucked the old sofa 
away, o Don’t chuck yesterday’s paper out. I still 
haven’t done the crossword. 

ME) throw sth away 
<*► v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
chuck it down (also chuck down, chuck 
down sth less frequent) (BrE, informal) to rain 
very heavily: It was chucking it down outside 
ME) pour down (BrE) 

CEXH Chuck it down and chuck down are 
always used with the subject it 
& v+it + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.chuck sth In (BrE, informal) to include sth 
extra with what you are selling or offering with¬ 
out increasing the price: If you buy the freezer 
and. the fridge we’ll chuck in a toaster. 

ME) throw sth In 

<$► v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 


.chuck Sth ‘In/'up (BrE, informal) to decide to 
stop doing sth such as a job or a course of study: 
What made you decide to chuck in your course? o I 
feel like chucking it all in and going back to 
Africa. 

ram job. course ME) jack sth In (BrE), pack 
sth In (BrE), give sth up 

Fran Chuck sth in/up cannot be used in the 
passive. 

<$y v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.chuck sb out: .chuck sb out of sth (infor¬ 
mal) to force sh to leave a place, a job, etc: Her 
parents chucked her out when she got pregnant. 
ME) throw sb out, throw sb out of sth; turn sb 
out (from sth), turn sb out of sth 
<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv + prep 

.chuck Sth 'out ( spoken , informal) 1 to reject a 
plan, a proposal, etc: The committee chucked my 
proposal out. 2 - CHUCK sth away 2 
ME) throw sth out 
<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.chuck sth 'up (BrE) chuck sth in/up 

Chug/t;Ag/(-gg-) 

.chug along (informal) to make steady but slow 
progress: Hi! How are things?' 'Oh, fine, just 
chugging along. ’ 

^ v + adv 

churn Ma:n:AmFAS3\m! 

.churn sth 'out (informal) to produce sth quickly 
in large amounts: She churns out trashy roman¬ 
tic novels, o They churn out 3 000 identical toy 
trains every day. 

0 v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.churn sb ’up (informal) to make sb feel very 
upset, worried, frightened or angry: When I 
drove away from the house for the last time, I was 
churned up inside. 

<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.churn sth 'up to move sth such as mud or water 
around and damage or disturb the surface: Cars 
and motorbikes had ch urned up the field, o seas 
churned up by the. storm o (figurative) His visit 
churned up bitter memories. 

[pI3 earth/ground, mud, water 
<{► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

claim /kleira/ 

.claim sth "back to ask for sth to be returned to 
you: Claim your expenses back from the company. 

foiJ] tax, money 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


dam / klsem/ (-mm-) 

,clam 'up (on sb) (informal) to refuse to speak 
about sth because you are afraid, or want to keep 
it secret: He always dams up when we ask about 
his family. 

^ v + adv 

Clamp/klaemp/ 

.clamp down: .clamp down on sb/sth 

(informal) to become strict about sth in order to 
prevent sth happening, especially a crime, a pro¬ 
test, etc: The government intends to clamp down 
on drug smuggling. 

ME) crack down, crack down on sb/sth 

< 5 ^ v+adv ♦ v + adv+prep 

► clampdown (on sb/sth) n sudden action that is 
taken by a government or other authority to stop 
a crime, a protest, etc. 

'.clamp ‘on sth; .clamp sth 'on sb/sth (espe¬ 
cially AmE) to force sb to accept sth unpleasant: 
The army clamped on a curfew after the riots, o 
The army clamped a curfew on the refugee camps. 
v + adv + n + v + pron + adv (rare) * 
v + n/pron + prep 

ClaW/klo:/ 

'claw at sb/sth to try to catch sb/sth or scratch or 
tear sb/sth with sharp, curved nails (claws) or 
with your fingernails: The cat was clawing at the 
door, o She tried to daw at his face. 

& v + prep 

.claw sth 'back (especially BrE) 1 to work hard 
to get sth back that you have lost: They're trying 
to claw back their share of the market. 2 if a gov¬ 
ernment claws back money it has paid to 
people, it gets it back, usually by taxing them: 
The government are clawing back age allowances 
in tax. 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'clawback n (BrE, business) the act of a gov¬ 
ernment getting back in tax the money it has 
paid to people; the money that is paid back 

clean/k)i:n/ 

.clean sth 'down (BrE) to dean sth thoroughly 
by wiping or brushing it: Clean down all the 
walls before repainting them. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.clean sth off, .clean sth ’off sth to remove 
sth from the surf ace of sth by brushing, wiping, 
etc: She couldn’t be bothered to clean her make-up 
off. o How can I clean red wine off the carpet? 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + rv'pron + prep 
.clean sb/sth 'out: .clean sb/sth 'out of sth 
( informal ) to use up or take all sb’s money; to 
take or buy the whole supply of sth that sh has: 
Buying drinks for everyone cleaned me out. o It’s 
been a great year for sales. We’re completely 
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cleaned out (= we've sold all our supply), o The 
stall was cleaned out of newspapers by 8,00 a.m. o 
Burglars had cleaned the place out (= had stolen 
everything). 

v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.clean sth 'out to clean the inside of sth thor¬ 
oughly: We clean the stables out every day. 

+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

► 'clean-out n [usually sing.] (especially BrE) an 
occasion when you clean a room, house, cup¬ 
board, etc. thoroughly; the activity of cleaning a 
room, house, cupboard, etc. thoroughly 

,clean "up (informal) to be very successful; to win 
a lot of money or prizes; The movie cleaned up at 
the awa rds ceremony. 

& v + adv 

.clean up; .clean yourself up to wash your¬ 
self or make yourself clean: I'll just clean up 
before dinner, o They cleaned themselves up and 
put on their best clothes, o It’s time you got 
cleaned up and ready for the evening. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v+pron + adv 

.clean 'up; .clean sth 'up to remove dirt, etc, 
from a place and make it clean: Eve got to clean 
up before my parents get home, o Who's going to 
clean the place up after you? o How often is the 
trash and litter cleaned up? 

ES3 mess, house, environment 
^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

► 'clean-up n [usually sing.J the act of removing 
dirt, etc, from a place to clean it 

see also clean-up at clean sth up 
. clean sb ‘up to clean sb thoroughly: Dad cleaned 
me up after I fell over in the mud. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.clean sth up to remove criminals, crime or 
immoral behaviour from a place or an organiza¬ 
tion: The mayor is determined to clean up the city 
and make it a safer place to live, o The company is 
trying to clean up its image. 

&513 city, image 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Hid clean up your 'act to start behaving in a 

responsible way 

► clean-up n [usually sing.) the act of removing 
crime or immoral behaviour from a place or an 
organization 

-» see also clean-up at clean up, clean sth up 

clea r /kha(r); AmE klrr/ 

.clear a'way; .clear sth a'way (especially BrE) 
to remove things that you have been using and 
no longer need in order to leave a clear space; I’ll 
help you to clear away after tea. o to clear away 
the dishes o Can you clear your books away? 

0 v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 


.clear sb a'way (AmE) to make sb leave a place: 
The police cleared the demonstrators away. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.clear 'off (informal, especially BrE) to go or run 
away: You've no right to be here. Clear ojf! o He 
cleared ojf as soon as he heard the police car.ol 
asked if I could play with them, but they told me to 
dear off home. 
v+adv 

.clear out; .clear out of sth (informal) to 
leave a place quickly: Would it be belter for you if 
F just cleared out and went back to Tendon? o I 
told him to clear out of the house by Monday. 

2 svn> gat out, get out of sth 
v + adv * v + adv + prep 

.clear sth 'out to make sth empty and clean by 
removing what you do not want: 1 cleared out all 
the cupboards. 

ME> tidy sth out (BrE) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► 'clear-out n [usually sing.] ( informal , espe¬ 
cially BrE) the act of throwing away all the 
things you no longer want or need or of getting 
rid of people you no longer want: a clear-out of 
staff to reduce the wages bill 
.clear up if the weather clears up, it becomes 
brighter and rain, etc. moves away: For a week , it 
rained all day and cleared up in the evening. 

M*) brighten up 
^ v + adv 

.clear ‘up; .clear sth 'up 1 to make sth clean 
and neat: I’ll help you dear up. o Clear up the 
mess in here before you go. dED mess WE) tidy 
up, tidy sth up (especially BrE) 2 if an illness, 
infection, etc. clears up or sth clears it up, it 
disappears: The rash cleared up very quickly, o 
The antibiotics should dear up the injection. SO 
rash, infection 

4&v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.clear sth 'up to solve a problem: to find an 
explanation for sth: to dear up a mystery o Em 
glad we’ve cleared that misunderstanding up. 

S3 confusion, matter, problem, mystery 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

climb /klaim/ 

.climb 'down (over sth) (informal) to admit that 
you are wrong or have made a mistake; to change 
your position in an argument: The president was 
forced to climb dawn and issue an apology. 

ME) back down (on/from sth); give In (to sb/sth) 
0 v + adv 

► cllmbdown (over sth) n an act of admitting 
that you are wrong or have made a mistake; an 
act of changing your position in an argument 


cling /kirn/ (clung, clung /klArj/) 

'ding to sth; .cling 'on to sth lobe unwilling to 
Stop doing, believing or thinking about sth; to be 
unwilling to get rid of sth: / still cling to the hope 
that he’s ali ve. o She s clinging on to the past. 

IS past, power, tradition 
<$► v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

ClOCk ,/kluk; AmE klu:k/ 

.clock ‘ifV'on; .clock Sb Won (BrE) to record 
the time that you arrive at work, especially by 
putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb or 
check the time they arrive at work: We arrived 
and docked on for the night shift.. 

5syh> punch In, punch sb in (AmE) 

Tqpp) clock off/out 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.clock 'In at sth to last or take a particular 
amount of time; to cost a particular amount of 
money: The fastest runner docked in at 3 minutes 
40 seconds. 

^v + adv + prep 

.clock 'off/'out; 'clock sb off/'out (BrE) to 
record the time that you leave work, especially 
by putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb: 
Don tforget to dock ojf when you leave. 

5syn> punch out, punch sb out ( AmE) 

X 2 El> clock In/on, clock sb In/on 
^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.clock 'on,; .clock sb ’on (BrE) = clock in/on, 

CLOCK SB IN/ON 

.clock ‘out; .clock sb ’out (BrE) ~ clock off/ 

OUT, CLOCK SB OFF/OUT 

.clock sth 'up ( informal ) to win or achieve a par¬ 
ticular number or amount: We've clocked up 500 
miles (= we've travelled 500 miles) today o The 
company has docked up record exports this year. 

gEl miles, years Mk) notch sth up 

^v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv (rare) 

Clog /king; AmEkla:®} (-gg-) 

.clog 'up (with sth), .clog Sth 'up (with sth) to 

become, or to make sth, blocked so that nothing 
can move: The pipe had clogged up (with mud), o 
The roads were clogged up with traffic. 

SO roads, pipes XIYH) block up, block sth up 
flPna Clog and clog sth are used with a similar 
meaning, 

v + adv • v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

Close /klouz; AmE klooz / 

.close a'round sb/sth (BrE also .close 
a’bout/'round sb/sth) to surround sb/sth, hold¬ 
ing them/it tightly: His fingers closed around her 
wrist, o (figurative) The darkness of the night 
was dosing about him. 

^ v + prep 


.close ‘down (BrE) if a radio or television sta¬ 
tion closes down, it stops broadcasting pro¬ 
grammes at the end of the day 
v + adv 

► 'close-down n [sing.] the end of broadcasting 
on television and radio until the next day 

-> see also close-down at close down, close 

STH DOWN 

close down; .close sth down if a shop/ 
store, business, etc. closes down, or sb closes it 
down, it stops operating as a business, usually 
permanently: Many businesses have closed down 
because of the recession. o The government has 
dosed down most of the mines, o The hospital 
dosed down last year, 

MS) shut down, shut sth down 

Jopp) open up, open sth up 

nrarn Close and close sth are also used with this 

meaning: The factory was dosed last year. 

<*► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'close-down n [U] [sing.J the stopping of work, 
especially permanently, in an office, factory, etc. 
-> see also close-down at close down 

.close 'In 1 (on sb/sth) to come nearer to and sur¬ 
round sb/sth in a frightening way or in order to 
attack them: The enemy is dosing in. o The fog 
was closing in on us. 2 (especially BrE) when the 
days close in, they gradually become shorter: 
The dayslnights are dosing in. now that 
autumnifall is here, o The evenings are closing in 
fast ME) draw in (BrE) 
v + adv 

.close sth 'off (to sb/sth) to put sth across the 
entrance to a road, a room, etc. so that people 
cannot go in: Police have closed the area off to 
traffic, o (figurative) We don't want to dose off 
any options. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

'close on sb/sth (BrE) to make the distance 
between you and sb/sth else smaller, for example 
in a race: / was slowly dosing on the runner 
ahead of me. 
v + prep 

'close on/over sth to surround sth, covering it 
or holding it tightly: His fingers dosed over the 
money. 

^ v + prep 

.close 'out (AmE) if a shop/store closes out it 
sells everything very cheaply before it stops 
operating as a business: The store is closing out 
on Monday with discounts of up to 75%. 

<*► v + adv 

► 'closeout n ( AmE) an occasion when a 
shop/store sells all remaining goods very 
cheaply before it stops operating: a closeout sale 
CESS In British English, this is called a closing- 
down sale. 
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.Close sth ‘out 1 to prevent light, sound, etc. 
from entering a place: We need a curtain up there 
to close out the light. S13 light, noise WfE) shut 
sb/sth out 2 (AmE, informal) to bring sth to an 
end: The vote closed out the three-day debate. 3 
(Amfi) if you close out a bank account, you stop 
keeping money in it: I'd like to close out my sav¬ 
ings account [eia only account GHB Close sth 
is also used with this meaning, 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.close 'over sth = close on/over sth 

.close 'round sb/sth (BrE) - close around 
sb/sth 

.close ‘Up 1 to close completely: His eye had swol¬ 
len and closed up. o The cut took a long time to 
close up (= to heal). open up 2 to hide your 
thoughts and feelings: She closed up when I men¬ 
tioned her father. JMB open up 3 if people or 
vehicles close up, they move nearer to each 
other: Traffic was heavy and cars were closing up 
behind each other. 

& v + adv 

.close 'up; .close sth ,up to shut and lock a 
building completely for a period of time: You go 
on home. HI close up(= shut the shop/store), o He 
doses the shop up at 5. 30. o They closed the. house 
up and rented an apartment in the city. 

W? ) open up, open sth up 

<*► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

ClOUd /klaud/ 

.cloud 'over 1 if the sky or the weather clouds 
over, clouds cover the sky and the sun disap¬ 
pears: It 's starting to cloud over. MM it, the sky 2 
if your face, expression, etc. clouds over, you 
start to look sad. worried or angry: His face 
clouded over when she walked into the room. fsOlTi 
face, expression, eyes 
0-V+adv 

Clown /klaun/ 

.clown a round (BrE also .clown a bout) to 

behave in a silly way to make other people laugh 
>s™> mess around (informal) 

4& v + adv 

Cltlb /klAb/ (-bb-) 

.club to'gether (to do sth) if people club 
together, they each give an amount of money so 
that the total can be used for a particular pur¬ 
pose: They clubbed together to buy their teacher a 
present. 

HD chip in (with sth) 
v + adv 


Clue/klu:/ 

.clue sb 'In (on/about sth) (AmE, informal) to give 
sb reliable information about sth: Can you due 
me in on the facts of the case? 

0 v +n/pron + adv 

► .clued-in (on/about sth) adj having a lot of 
information about sth 

EESHClued-up is used in British English with 
this meaning. 

Cluster /'kUsta(r)/ 

.cluster a round sb/sth (BrE also .cluster 
a bout/ round sb/sth) to form a group around 
sb/sth: People clustered around the market stalls. 
$ v + prep 

.cluster to'gether to come together in a small 
group: The children clustered together in a corner 
of the room. 

& v+adv 

clutch /klAtJV 

'clutch at sth/sb to try to get hold of sb/sth sud¬ 
denly: She clutched at her stomach., obviously in 
pain. 

HxD catch st sth/sb; grasp at sth 

<3> v + prep 

E33 clutch at ‘straws to try every possible way to 
escape from a difficult situation even though 
there seems to be little hope of doing so 

Clutter /’klAta(r)/ 

.clutter Stfl 'up (with sth) to fill or cover sth with 
lots of things so that it looks very untidy: I’m sick 
of al l these books cluttering up my office, 

EEIfl Clutter sth is used with a similar mean¬ 
ing, 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

COax /Ranks; AmBkooksj 

.coax sb Into sth; .coax sb Into doing sth 

to persuade sb to do sth by talking to them gen¬ 
tly: Can we coax you into singing for us? 

<|>v + n/pron + prep 

.coax sb ‘out of sth; .coax sb out of doing 

Sth to persuade sb not to do sth by talking to 
them gently: Try to coax him out of resigning. 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.coax sth ‘out of sb; .coax sth from sb to 

persuade sb to do sth or to give you sth by talking 
gently: She coaxed a smile from the baby 
v + n/pron + adv + prep * v + n/pron + prep 

Cobble / kobl; AmE 'ka:bl/ 

.cobble sth to'gether ( informal) to put sth 
together or to make sth quickly or carelessly, 


with whatever time and materials you have 
available: (figurative) The government seems to 
have cobbled together these proposals. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

COCk /kok; AmE ko:k/ 

.cock 'up; .cock sth 'up (skmg, especially BrE) 
to spoil or ruin sth by doing it badly or by mak¬ 
ing a mistake: You r ve really cocked up this time, o 
The travel agency completely cocked up the 
arrangements, o Trust him to cock things up 
again! 

HD mess up. mess sth up; bungle sth (infor¬ 
mal) 

+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► "cock-up n (slang, especially BrE) a mistake 
that spoils or ruins plans or arrangements; sth 
that has been spoilt because it has been badly 
done: She’s made a complete cock-up of the 
arrangements. 

COil /kail/ 

.COil 'up; ,COll Sth ‘up to wind into a series of 
circles; to make sth do this: The snake coiled up 
in the sunshine, o He coiled the rope up neatly. 

rope, string 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Colour (BrE) (AmE color) /‘ kAlo(r)/ 

.colour sth ‘in to till a shape, an area, etc. with 
colour, using pencils or pens: Why dan’t you col¬ 
our the pictures in? 

SI picture, drawing 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦v + adv + n 

COtnb /kaom: AmE Room/ 

.comb sth 'out 1 to use a comb to remove knots 
from your hair or to make it neat: My hair’s so 
long that it takes me ages to comb it out. US hair 
2 (also .comb sth ‘out of sth) to remove dirt, 
knots, etc, from hah' or fur with a comb: She 
brushed her hair and then combed out the tangles. 
[SHI knots, tangles 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 2 also 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

COVTIG jkxml (came /kerm/come) 

.come a bout to happen: It’s hard to understand 
how the accident came about, o Can you tell us 
how it came about that you decided to strike? 
fsVN ) happen 
v + adv 

.come a cross (also .come over) 1 (also .come 
through) E+adv/p rep] (of an idea, an opinion or a 
feeling) to be expressed clearly and understood 
easily: Do you think the film’s message comes 
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across clearly? o These themes come across very 
strongly in the novel, o I could tell she was fright¬ 
ened. It came over in her voice, o The feeling of 
solidarity among the people really came through. 
2(AmEalso t aama ‘off informal) [+ adv/prep] (as 
sth) to make a particular impression on people: 
She comes across well in interviews, o ,4/ the press 
conference, he came over as cool and confident. 

<§► v + adv 

.come a'cross (with sth) (informal) to provide or 
supply sth that sb asks for, especially money: 
They eventually came across with another $250000. 
o We still hope the company will come across for us. 
v + adv 

.come a'cross; .come a'cross sth to cross a 
room, a road, a river, etc. towards the place 
where the speaker is: When you've done your 
homework, come across to my house and we’ll lis¬ 
ten to some music, o She waved and came across 
the room to talk to me. 

^ v + adv * v + prep 

.come a'cross sb/sth to meet or find sb/sth by 
chance, without having planned or thought 
about it: He’s the most unpleasant man I’ve ever 
come across, o She came across a pile of old 
photographs while she was clearing the attic.. 

HxE> encounter sb/sth (formal ) 

& v + pr e p 

.come 'after sb/sth to chase or follow 1 a person 
or an animal to try to catch them: ’The farmer 
came after them, threatening to call the police. 

& v + prep 
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.come a long 1 to arrive or appear somewhere: 
to start to exist, happen or be available: It 's lucky 
you came along when you did or I'd have been 
stranded at the bus stop for an hour! o When the 
right opportunity comes along, he'll take it, o 
There are new designs coming along, USD turn 
up 2 to go somewhere with sb: We're going to the 
pud Do you want to come along? o You 'd better 
come along with me to the police stat ion. 3 = com k 
on 4 4 come along! (especially BrE) ~ come on 1 
^ v + adv 

come along; ,come along sth to move for¬ 
ward or from one end of sth to the other, towards 
the speaker. / waited for ages for a bus , then three 
came along together / o The lorry was coming 
a long the road at great speed. 

[o&Ji road 

4> v + adv ♦ v + prep 

come a part to break or fall into pieces: The tea¬ 
pot just came apart in my hands, o {figurative) 
After the first act, the play begins to come apart 
at the seams (= have a lot of problems). 

ME) fall apart 

v + adv 

come a*round (especially AmIC) = come round 

come a round; .come a round sth {espe¬ 
cially AmD ) - COME ROUND, COME ROUND STH 

come a ! round Sth {HrFalsa come ‘round sth) 

to move or travel around a corner: The bus came 
round the bend too fast. 

15151 only corner, bond 
4^ v+prep 

'come at sb to move towards sb as if you are 
going to attack them: She came at me with a knife, 
o (figurative) The questions came at me so fast 
that I didn't have time to think about them. 

^v + prep 

'come at sth to approach, think about or try to 
deal with a question, problem, etc. in a particu¬ 
lar way: We're getting nowhere. Let’s by coming 
at the problem from a different angle. 

[gH problem 
4> v + prep 

come a way; .come a'way from sth 1 to 

leave a place or a person: Come away now. 
Time's nothing to see. o Jane came away from the 
meeting feeling angry and upset. 2 to become sep¬ 
arated from sth: He pulled at the door handle 
until it came away in his hands, o The plaster 
had started to come away from the wall. 

& v + adv * v + adv + prep 

.come a'way with sth to leave a place with a 
particular feeling, impression or result: She 
came away 1 from the championship with three 
medals, o We came away with the impression that 
something was wrong, 

<«► v + adv + prep 


come 'back 1 to return to the place where the 
speaker is: Come back here at once! o Did she say 
when she ims coming back? o Why don 7 you come 
back to my place for a coffee? o They came back 
from the trip relaxed and happy, o She went into 
the kitchen and came back with two glasses of 
milk, o Well come back far the car tomorrow, o 
{figurative) Liverpool came back from being 2-0 
down to win the game. ME) return (moreformal) 

2 to begin to exist or happen again: My headache 
has come back again, o Her confidence is starting 
to come back slowly. ME) return Me) go away 

3 to return to school or work after a break; Do 
you know when BUI is coming back to work? 4 to 
become popular, successful or fashionable 
again: Punk hairstyles are coming back into 
fashion, o Punk hairstyles are coming back in. 
o Do you think trams will come back? 5 (of a mes¬ 
sage or a reply) to be given in answer to a mes¬ 
sage, letter, etc, that you have sent or a question 
that you have asked: I sent her an email and a 
message came back that she was away : 6 (to sb) to 
return to your memory; often suddenly: It’s all 
coming back to me now. 7 (at sb) (with sth) to 
reply to sb quickly, strongly or angrily: .She came 
back at the speaker with some questions, o He 
came back straightaway, telling me what he 
thought of me. 

v + adv 

► 'comeback n 1 [usually singj if a person 
makes a comeback they return to performing 
or to public life after a long time, or they become 
popular again: The band’s trying to make!stage a 
comeback. 2 if something makes a comeback it 
becomes popular or fashionable again: Cartoons 
seem to be making a comeback. 3 a way of getting 
payment or a reward for sth unfair or wrong that 
has been done to you: Will I have no comeback if 
the contract falls through? 4 a quick reply that is 
often angry, insulting, clever or humorous: For 
once in her life , she had no sharp comeback. 

.come 'back to sth to return to a particular 
subject, an idea, etc. and start to talk about it or 
think about it: I’ll come back to that point in a 
moment, o It always seems to come back to the 
question of money 
ME) return to sth ( moreformal) 

4> v + adv + prep 

.come be fore sb/sth (formal) (of a legal case, a 
proposal or an issue) to be presented to sb/sth so 
that they can discuss it or make a decision or a 
judgement about it: The case comes before the 
court next week, o The bill came before parlia¬ 
ment last month. 

fosTl the court(s), committee, judge, parlia¬ 
ment 

4* v+prep 

.come be tween sb and sb; .come between 

sb and sth to harm or disturb a relationship 
between two people; to prevent sb from doing. 


come for 


enjoying or having sth: Nobody will ever come 
between them . o I don't want to come between her 
and her work. 

^v + prep 

.come 'by; ,conte 'by sth 1 to pass sb/sth with¬ 
out stopping: Some kids on bikes came by but they 
didn’t notice me. 2 (especially AmE) to come to 
visit sb for a short time in a casual or informal 
way: Thanks for coming by yesterday o Come by 
on your way home from work, o If you come by the 
office tomorrow, I'll have it ready for you. MB) 
drop by; stop by, stop by sth 
4> v + adv * v + prep 

'come by sth to manage to get sth; to receive sth 
by chance: Jobs are hard to come by these days, o 
Information about, the company was not easy to 
come by o How did you come by that cut on your 
hand? 

MS) got sth; obtain sth (moreformal) 

EEXQ Come by sth am be used in the passive, but 
this is not common: Old postcards are fairly eas¬ 
ily come by 
^ v + prep 

,come 'down 1 (from.. .) (to,. .) to travel from one 
place to another, especially from the north of a 
country to the south; When are you going to come 
down and see us? 2 if a price, a level or an 
amount comes down, it becomes lower or less 
than before: OH is coming down in price, o Infla¬ 
tion has come down twice, in the last month. ME) 
decrease (more formal), drop: fall ME) go up 
You can also use come back up with the 
opposite meaning if a price, etc. is increasing 
towards what it had been before: Oil prices are 
coming back up (~ they have been high in the 
past, then they fell, but now they are rising 
again). 3 to break and fall to the ground: Part of 
the ceiling had come down, ME) collapse 4 (of a 
plane, etc.) to fall from the sky; to be brought 
down to the ground: The pilot ivas forced to come 
down in a field, 5 (of rain, snow, etc.) to fall: The 
rain was coming down harder now. FsubjI only the 
rain, the snow MD fall 6 [+ adv/prep] to decide 
that you support or oppose sb/sth and say so pub¬ 
licly: I knew my parents would come down on my 
sister ’$ side, o The committee came down against 
the proposal, o Voters came down firmly in 
favour of reform. 7 when the curtain in a theatre 
comes down, it is the end of the performance: 
When the curtain came down , we all rushed for the 
exits. )QPp> go up 8 i+adv/prep] to reach down to 
a particular point; My mother's hair comes down 
to her waist. 8 (informal) to stop having the 
pleasant feelings and excitement that sth such as 
an enjoyable experience or a drug produces; The 
party was so good I haven’t really come down yet, 
10 (from sth) (to sth) (of a person selling sth) to 
suggest oi' agree to a lower price: I wasn't pre¬ 
pared to pay £1500, but they eventually came down 
to £2350. o Can you come down another $30? 


11 (from sth) (BrE, formal) to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) after finishing 
your studies; When did you come down (from 
Oxford)? ME) come up (to sth) 

4^ v + adv 10 also v + adv + n 
EEE3 com# (back) down to ’earth (with a 
bang/ bump) to return to the reality of everyday 
life after a period of great excitement or a time 
when you have been living in a way that is not 
very practical: He came (back) down to earth with 
a bang when he discovered that all his money had 
run out. 

► 'comedown n [usually sing.] (informal) a situ¬ 
ation which is not as good, important or interest¬ 
ing as one you have experienced previously: It's 
a bit of a comedown after her previous job. 

,come 'down; .come 'down sth to move from 
a higher place or position to a lower one, or from 
a distant place towards the speaker: Come down 
from that Peel o The car was coming down the 
road towards us. o Jack ca me down the stairs two 
at a time. 

ME) come up, come up sfh 

v + adv * v + prep 

,come 'down on sb (informal) to punish sh or 
criticize sb severely: The courts are coming down 
heavily on drug dealers, o Don 7 come down too 
hard on him — he 's young. 

E30 Come down on sb is always used with an 
adverb such as hard and/or a phrase with a simi¬ 
lar meaning: If it happens again, we’ll come 
down on you so hard that you ’ll wish you 'd never 
been born, o He came down on me like a ton of 
bricks. 

4^ v + adv + prep 

.come 'down to sb (from sb/sth) to be passed to 
sb from sb who lived in the past: The estate came 
down to her from her grandfather 

story, name, tradition 

0 v + adv + prep 

.corns 'down to sth to be able to be explained as 
one simple, important question or point: It all 
comes down to a matter of priorities in the end. o 
When it comes down to it (-- the most important 
fact is), we can't afford to go. o What it comes 
down to is a choice between money or happiness. 
<|> v + adv + prep 

.come 'down with sth to get an illness, often 
not a very serious one: l came down with a bad 
cold, o I think I’m coming down with something. 
I§13 flu, a cold ME) go down with sth; catch 
sth; gat sth 
<8 v + adv + prep 

'come for sb/sth 1 to come to sb’s home, or to 
the place where sb/sth is in order to take them/it 
somewhere: The police came for him this morn¬ 
ing. o Have you come for the parcel? 2 to attack 
sb/sth: Sam came for me with his fists, 
v + prep 
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,Come forth (literary) to appear or be produced: 
He struck the rock and water came forth. 

Q v + adv 

► .forth coming adj 1 [only before noun] about 
to happen or appear very soon: Who is in charge 
of promoting the band's forthcoming album? 2 
[not before noun] ready or made available when 
you need it; Unfortunately money for the project 
has not been very forthcoming. 3 [not before 
noun] (of a person) ready to give information 
when they are asked: He's not very forthcoming 
about his love life, 

.com© forward (with sth) to offer to give help, 
information, etc: Police have asked witnesses to 
come forward, o We're hoping that a sponsor will 
come forward with the extra money, © No one 
cameforward to claim the reward. 

^ v + adv 

'come from ... (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to be born in or live in a particular place: Where 
do you come from? o She comes from London. 

0* v + prep 

'coma from sth to start in a particular place or 
be made from a particular thing: Most of the 
wines that we sell come from France © Does your 
information come from a reliable source? o I’m 
lazy? That’s rich, coming from you! (= you are 
lazy too) o He comes from a wealthy family, o 
Where’s that terrible noise coming from? o 93% of 
our energy comes from fossil fuels. 

Q v + prep 

033 where sb is coming from (spoken, infor¬ 
mal) a person’s situation, attitude, ideas, etc. 
that make them say what they have said: / know 
exactly where you he coming from. 

'come from sth; come from doing sth = 

COME OF STH, COME OF DOING HTH 

.come 'in 1 when the sea comes in it moves 
towards the land: The tide was coming in fast . 
E£EH> go out 2 to finish a race in a particular pos¬ 
ition: Which horse came in first? 3 to arrive; to be 
received: News is coming in of a train crash in 
Scotland, o We've got more work coming in than 
we can handle, o I met all the trains that came in 
from London, © We've got just enough money 
coming in each month to pay the bills. 4 to become 
available: English strawberries usually come in 
in June, o New jobs are coming in all the time. 5 if 
a law or a rule comes in, it is introduced and 
begins to take effect: New legislation coming in 
next month will tackle low pay. 6 to take part in a 
discussion, sometimes by interrupting sb: I’d 
like to come in here, © I wish he wouldn’t keep 
coming in with his stupid suggestions. 7 to come 
to your home, office, etc. in order to repair sth, or 
do some work: A plumber's coming in to look at 


the boiler, see also come in, come in sth, come 
INTO STH; COME IN. COME INTO STH; COME INTO STH 
v + adv 

B33 .come In handy/ useful to be useful: These 
boxes will come in handy when we move house. 

► ‘income n money that you receive regularly, 
especially as payment for work 

► 'incoming adj [only before nounj 1 travelling 
towards a place and arriving there: incoming 
flightsJpassengers 2 (of the sea) coming towards 
the land 3 (of a phone call, letter or message) 
that has been sent to you or received by you: This 
phone only takes incoming calls. 4 recently 
appointed or elected: the incoming Socialist gov¬ 
ernment 

,come in; come in sth; .come 'Into sth to 

enter a room or a building; to pass through sth 
such as a hole, a window, etc: I knocked and heard 
her say 1 Cornein © The rain's coming in through 
that hole, o I’ll ask him to call you as soon as he 
comes in (■■■ arrives home or at work). © The sun 
was coming in at the windows, o When you come 
in the door, you'll find Reception on your left. © 
She came into the room crying, 
see also come in; come in, come into sth; 

COME INTO STH 
^ v + adv 4 v + prep 

.come ’in; .come 'into sth 1 to go to an office or 
the place where you work, in order to do some 
work: Are you coming into the office tomorrow? 
Euj] the office, work 2 to have a part to play in 
sth; to play a useful role: I like the plan, but where 
do / come in (- what is my role), 9 3 to becotne 
fashionable; to start to be worn or used: When 
did platform heels come in? o Trolleybuses first 
came in in 1923. o Punk clothes seem to be coming 
into fashion again. Upp) go out 4 to go to a hos¬ 
pital to receive treatment, tests, etc: Can you 
come in for the X-rays on Friday? 
see also come in; come in, come in sth, come 

INTO STH; COME INTO STH 
«!► v + adv * v + prep 

.come 'in for sth to receive sth, especially sth 
unpleasant: The government has come in for 
severe criticism from all sides, o The company 
came infer a lot of stick (- a lot of criticism) with 
their advertising campaign. 

Ism (severe) criticism 
0 v + adv + prep 

.come in with sb (on sth), .come in (with sb) 
on Sth if somebody comes in with you. they 
join you in a particular project, activity; busi¬ 
ness, etc: Do you want to come in with me on Joe's 
present? o My brother hoped I would come in with 
him when he started his own business, o Do you 
want to come in on the deal? 

& v + adv + prep 


.come Into sth 1 to begin to exist, happen, etc: 
The cherry trees are coming into blossom, o The 
band only came into being in 1995. o When do 
the new regulations come into forcefeffect? o 
When did the Labour party come into office? o A 
variety of factors come into play when choosing 
an employee. 2 to receive a large sum of money 
when sb dies: She unexpectedly came into a for¬ 
tune when her cousin died. IS a fortune, money 
3 to be important in a particular situation: 1 got 
the job became l was the best. My looks didn’t 
come Into it. o He took the job because he liked 
the work. Money didn’t come into the equation. 
1M3 It, the equation 

see also come in ; come in, come in sth, come 
into sth; come in, come into sth 

v+prep 

033 come into 'line (with sb/sth) to behave in the 
way other people behave, or in the way you 
should behave come into your/its 'own to have 
the opportunity to show your/its qualities or 
abilities: After two rather poor games, he finally 
came into his own in the game against Germany, 
© This bike really comes into its own on rough 
ground. 

come of sth; ‘come of doing sth (also come 
from sth, 'come from doing sth) to happen as a 
result of sth: He promised to help , but I don’t 
think anything will come of it. o That s what 
comes of not listening to my advice! © I had the 
feeling of satisfaction that comes from doing a dif¬ 
ficult job well 

CEUi Come of sth is often used w ith a negative: 

1 told him no good would come of it. 

& v + prep 

.come 'off 1 to be able to be removed: Does this 
knob come off? 2 (informal ) to take place; to hap¬ 
pen; Did your trip to New York ever come off? 3 
(informal) if a plan, etc. comes off, it is success¬ 
ful or it has the result that you intend: Her 
attempt to break the world record nearly came off 
41+ advl (informal) if somebody comes off well 
or badly in a fight, a contest, etc. they finish the 
fight in a good or a bad condition: He always 
comes off worst in fights. 5 (AmE, informal) = 
COME ACROSS 2 
<§► v + adv 

.come 'off; .come 'off sth 1 to become 
detached or separated from sth; The handle came 
off in my hand, o A button has come off my coat. 

2 to fall from sth: My glasses came off when I 
tripped. © She braked sharply and came, off her 
bike. OH bicycle, horse 3 to move away from 
sth large or important and go in a different direc¬ 
tion: A narrow road comes off on the left. 4 to 
leave the stage, the sports field, etc. during a play 
or a game: Two players came off just before half 
time. 5 to leave sth such as a vehicle or a road: 
She looked tired as she came off the plane. © Come 
off (the motorway) at junction five. 6 if an 


amount of money comes off a price, the price 
becomes lower by that amount: Twopence a litre 
is coming off the price of petrollgasolim. 

^ v + adv 4 v+prep 

.come 'off sth 1 to stop using sth; to stop taking 
a drug, medicine, alcohol, etc: It ’s time she tried 
to come, off sleeping pills. 2 (of heat, a smell, the 
wind, etc.) to start from a particular place or 
thing: There was a mist coming off thesea. 

^ v + prep 

(EEl .come 'off It! used to tell sb that you think or 
know that what they have said is untrue or that 
you disagree with it: Come off it! England will 
never win! 

.come ‘on 1 (also .come a long especially BrE , 
less frequent) used to encourage sb to do sth, for 
example, to hurry: Come on, we’ll be late, o Come 
on, things can’t be that bad! 2 used to show that 
you do not believe what sb has said or that you 
disagree with them: Come on! You don’t really 
expect me to believe that, do you? 3 (of a light, the 
electricity etc.) to begin working; to be switched 
on: Does the heating come on automatically? o 
I’ve set the oven to come on at Jive. EUPCD lights 
Tqpp) go off 4 (also .come a’long) to make 
progress; to improve or develop in the way that 
you want: Your French is really coming on. o 
Tim r s come on well with the guitar, o How 's din¬ 
ner coming along?5 (of an actor or a performer) 
to walk onto the stage and start to perform: When 
are Westlife coming on? 6 (in sport) (of a player) 
to join a team instead of another player during a 
game: Robson came on in place of Wilkins. 7 (of a 
television programme, etc.) to start to be shown: 
What time does the news come on? 8 (especially 
BrE) (of a season, a period of time, an illness, 
etc.) to begin: It's getting colder. Winter’s coming 
on. o / think I’ve got a cold coming on. o It came 
on to rain, mala In this meaning, come on is usu¬ 
ally used in the progressive tenses. 9 [+ adv] to go 
to a place: Come on in and make yourself at home. 
© My wife’s coming on later. 
v + adv 

0323 ,come on 'strong to speak or behave in a 
very forceful way, especially in a way that shows 
sb you want to have a sexual relationship with 
them 

► 'oncoming adj [only before noun) advancing 
towards you; approaching you 

.come 'on; come 'on sth to begin speaking to 
sb on the telephone: I had a long talk with my 
mother: then my dad came on. © Sue came on the 
line for a chat. 

^ v + adv 4 v + prep 

'come on/upon sb/sth (formal) to meet or find 
sb/sth by chance: l came upon this beautiful vase 
in the attic, 

<§^ v + prep 
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come 'on to Sb {informal) to behave in a way 
that clearly shows sb that you want to have a sex¬ 
ual relationship with them 
0 v + adv + prep 

► common n [usually sing.] (informal) a remark 
or an action that is Intended to attract sb 

come ‘on to sth to start talking about or dis¬ 
cussing a topic: Til come on to the subject of 
exams in a minute. 

[QBJt question, topic, subject 
^ v + adv + prep 

come 'out 1 when the sun, moon or stars come 
out, they appear in the sky: The sun came out in 
the afternoon. ME) appear 2 when flower's 
come out, they open: The daffodils came out late 
this year. 3 to be published or produced: Her new 
novel’s just come out . o When do the exam results 
come out? Fs+w) appear 4 (of news, the truth, 
etc.) to become known after a time when it has 
been secret: The truth finally came out. o It came 
out that she’d made the whole thing up. 5 to be 
shown clearly: His arrogance comes out in every 
speech he makes. 6 (with sb) to go somewhere 
with sb for a social event : Will you come out to 
dinner with me tonight?7 if a photograph comes 
out, the picture can be seen clearly: My photos 
didn’t come out very welt because there wasn’t 
enough light. 8 when words come out they are 
spoken: I opened my mouth to a/x)logize, but the 
words wouldn't come out . o He tried to pay her a 
compliment but it came out all wrong. 9 [+ prep] 
to state publicly that you do or do not support 
sth: Members of the committee have come out in 
opposition to the proposal. 10 come out and do 
sth to be brave enough to say or do sth that other 
people might find it hard to say or do: Has she 
actually come out and admitted it yet? o Only one 
member of staff came out and said that the work¬ 
ing conditions were unsatisfactory. 11 (BrE) to 
stop work and go on strike: The miners have 
come out on strike. 12 to say openly that you 
are a homosexual (~ a person who is sexually 
attracted to people of the same sex) 13 when a 
young girl came out in the past, she was form¬ 
ally introduced into society 
^ v+adv 

come ‘out; .come 'out of sth 1 to leave a 
place or appear from inside a place: Come out! I 
know you ’re in there! o I’ll speak to her as soon as 
she comes out of the meeting. 2 if an object comes 
out of sth, it is removed from the place where it 
is fixed or becomes separated from sth: Her tooth 
came out when she bit into the apple . oAll the 
pages have come out of this book. <> This screw 
won’t come out of the wall 3 if a mark or dirt 
comes out, it is removed from sth by washing or 
cleaning: The bloodstains won’t come out of 
my shirt, o It was a very expensive skirl but most 
of the colour came out when I washed it. 
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4 [+adv/prep/adj] to finish sth in a particular 
state; to have a particular result: Shecameouton 
top in the exams, o His reputation came out 
undamaged, o The family didn’t come out of the 
affair very well. flPm In this meaning, come out 
and come out of sth are always used either with 
an adverb, an adjective or a phrase beginning 
with a preposition. 

^ v + adv * v + adv+prep 

SSB .corn© 'out of yourself to relax and become 
more confident and friendly with other people 

come ‘out at sth to add up to a particular cost 
or sum: The total bill comes out at over a thou¬ 
sand pounds. 
v + adv + prep 

come 'out in sth if a person comes out in sth 

such as spots, their skin becomes covered in 
them: The cream made her face come out in a rash. 

IS spots, rash, lumps MB) break out In sth 

^v+adv + prep 

come 'out of sth 1 to return to normal after a 
difficult time: The country is slowly coming out of 
recession. 2 to result or develop from a process or 
an event: At least some good came out of all our 
hard work, o The book came out of her travels in 
Japan. 3 to be taken away from a total amount: 
The money will have to come out of your wages. 
v + adv + prep 

come 'out with sth (informal) to say sth, espe¬ 
cially sth surprising or not polite: I can’t believe 
the things he comes out with! o When I asked her 
why she was late, she just came out with a load of 
nonsense. 
v + adv + prep 

,come 'over 1 (to sb/sth)to move acrossa room, a 
road, an ocean, etc. towards where the speaker 
is: Come over and meet my husband, o When ate 
you coming over to England again? o Lots of 
people are coming over from America for the wed¬ 
ding. 2 (to sth) to visit sb for a short time, usually 
at their home: Her son only comes over to see her 
occasionally, o Our new neighbours came over to 
our house last night. 3 [+ adj] (BrE, informal) to 
suddenly start feeling sth: to come over 
funnyfdizzy!faint o I come overall shy whenever / 
see her. 4 = come across 1 5 - come across 2 
^v + adv 

come 'over sb/sth (of a feeling, a mood, etc.) to 
affect sb/sth: I’m sorry—I don’t know what came 
over me (= I don’t know what made me behave in 
that way), o A remarkable change has come over 
the group since he left. 
v + prep 

,come 'over to sh/sth to leave one group of 
people in order to join a competing group; to 
change from one opinion to another: Some of 
their members have come over to our side. 
v+adv + prep 


come 'past; ,come 'past sb/sth to pass in 
front of the speaker or the place where the 
speaker is: As I walked down the road , Charlie 
came past, on his bike, o I’ll bring the book round 
th is even ing on my way to n ight school ■ I 've got 
to come past yo ur house. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,come 'round (BrE) (also .come a round AmE, 
BrE) 1 (to sth) to visit sb or a place: to come to 
sb’s home to see them for a short time: Come 
round and see us sometime, o Do you want to 
come round for lunch? -* see also come over 2 2 
(of a regular event) to arrive; to happen at the 
usual time: I can’t believe Christmas has come 
round again! 3 to move among a group of people 
in order to give them sth: The waiters came round 
with drinks. 4 (to sth) (informal) to agree to sth 
that you were against before; to change your 
opinion about sth: Shell never come round to our 
way of thinking, o Don’t push him; he'll come 
round in time. 
v + adv 

.come 'round (BrE) (AmE .corn© a’round) (also 
.come ‘to BrE, AmE) to become conscious again: 
When she came round, her sister was sitting 
beside her bed. o He hasn’t yet come round after 
the anaesthet ic. 

see also pass out 
^ v + adv 

,come 'round; come 'round sth (M) (also 
.come a'round, .come a round sth AmE, BrE) 1 
(of a letter or a document) to be passed from one 
person to another; The card came round for 
everyone to sign. 2 to travel to where the speaker 
is by a longer route than usual, especially 
around the outside of sth; The road was blocked 
so we had to come round by thefields. 

<$>v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,come ‘round sth ( BrE) come around sth 

.come through 1 (to sth) (informal) used espe¬ 
cially to ask sb to enter a room or a building, or 
move from one room to another: Come through to 
my office, o Mr. Dole can see you now. Will you 
come through? 2 (of news, a message, a docu¬ 
ment, etc.) to be received by telephone, radio, etc. 
or in an official way: I’ve got an international call 
coming through for you. o We're going to buy a 
new car when the insurance money comes 
through, o He’s still waiting for his divorce to 
come through. 3 (with sth) to provide or do sth 
that people expect or that you have promised: 
The insurance company has finally come through 
with the money. 4 - come across 1 
v + adv 

,come through; come through sth 1 to 

enter and cross a room, an area of land, a town, a 
country, etc.; to pass through sth: o Put sth over 
the hole to stop the rain coming through. 2 to get 
better after a serious illness; to avoid serious 
injury or damage: He’s very ill but his doctors 


expect him to come through the operation. 3 to 
start to appear from under or behind sth: The 
baby’s front teeth were coming through, o The 
suns coming through the clouds at hast. MM) 
emerge {moreformal) 4 to pass from one stage of 
a competition to the next; to be successful in a 
test or an exam: Chris did well to come through 
the qualifying rounds of the tournament (~ for 
example in tennis), o Most of the students came 
through (the exam) with flying colours (= were 
very successful). 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep + pron 
come ‘to- come round 
'come to sb 1 if an idea comes to you, it sud¬ 
denly enters your mind: The idea came to me in 
the middle of the night o It suddenly came to her 
that she had been wrong. 2 (especially BrE) (of 
money, property, etc.) to pass to sb else when sb 
dies: All my money will come to you when Idle. 
v + prep 

,come to your self (old-fashioned) to return to 
your normal state: It took her a while to come to 
herself again, 
v + prep + pron 

'come to sth 1 to add up to sth; to be equal to sth: 
The bill came to $50. 2 to reach a particular state 
or condition; to arrive at sth: We both came to the 
same conclusion, o I don’t know what the world’s 
coming to (~ 1 think things are getting very had 
and unpleasant), o All her dreams had come to 
nothing, iobji this, that, nothing uitm In this 
meaning come to sth is often used with this or 
that The doctors will operate if necessary but it 
may not come to that, 
v + prep 

Ed when it comes to sth/to doing sth when it is 
a case, matter or question of sth/of doing sth: 
When it comes to cooking, he’s much better than I 
am! 

.come to gether if two or more people or things 
come together, they form one group or one 
piece: Several local groups came together to fight 
the proposed housing development, o During the 
last three days of rehearsals, everything came 
together. 

& v + adv 

.come 'under sth 1 be included within a par¬ 
ticular group or collection of things: Several dif¬ 
ferent types of schools come under the heading of 
‘private schools’. [M3 heading, banner, cat¬ 
egory 2 to be managed, controlled or owned by a 
particular group or organization: The prisons 
now come under central government control. M3 
control, authority, wing 3 if you come under 
attack, criticism, etc. sb attacks, criticizes, etc. 
you: The government has come under attack over 
the new bill o She’s come under intense pressure 
to change her mind. IqIJI attack, pressure, Are, 
scrutiny, criticism 
v + prep 
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connect up 


,come 'up 1 (to ...) (from ...) to travel from one 
place to another, usually from a smaller place to 
a larger one, or from the south of a country to the 
north: They've come up from Texas, o We thought 
m'd go up to iMTidon for a weekend in the big city, 
2 (to sb/sth) to go towards a person in order to 
talk to them: An old guy came up to me in the 
street and asked me for money, o The group leader 
came up to the reception desk looking anxious . 3 
(of plants) to appear above the ground: The Jim 
snowdrops are just coming up . Writ) appear 4 
when the sun or moon comes up, it rises in the 
sky: We sat and watched the sun coming up 
behind the hills, [SubjI only the sun, the moon 
MB) rise E>EE> 90 down S to rise to the surface 
of water or another liquid: l came up gasping for 
ait: o Bubbles were coming up to the surface, 8 to 
happen, especially when you do not expect it: 
Something urgent has come up: I have to go, o 
Opportunities like this don’t come up every day. 
£SH> crop up 7 (always used in the progressive 
tenses) (of an event or a time) to be going to hap¬ 
pen very soon: Our exams are coming up soon. o 
Coming up next is the news, 8 to be talked about 
or discussed: The subject didn't come up in con¬ 
versation last night, o Mary r s name keeps coming 
up. [sMJI name, question, subject 9 to be dealt 
with by a court of law: Her case comes up next 
month. 10 if your name, number or ticket 
comes up in a betting game, it is chosen and you 
are one of the winners: My numbers came up and 
I won a million pounds! 11 (spoken, informal) 
(usually used in the progressive tenses ) to be 
ready soon; to be coming soon; A cup of tea 
please/ ‘Coming up!’ 12 (of information) to 
appear on a computer screen or a board, for 
example in an airport: Her flight has just come up 
on the arrivals board. 13 (+ adj/adv] (BrE) (of an 
object or a substance) to appear in a particular 
way at the end of a period of time or when sth 
has been done to it: When the wool is washed , it 
tomes up beautifully soft and fluffy, o Tve given it 
a good clean and it's come up like new. 14 (of 
lights in a cinema, a theatre, etc.) to become 
brighter after the fihn/movie, play etc. has fin¬ 
ished: The lights came, up to loud applause. 15 (to 
sth) (BrE, formal) to begin your studies at a uni¬ 
versity (especially Oxford or Cambridge): She 
came up (to Oxford) in 1982. come down 
(from sth) 18 (to sth) to reach as far as a particu¬ 
lar point or level: The water came up to my chin, o 
My sister hardly comes up to my shoulder, o His 
scarf came up over his eyes, wm reach sth 
<*>> v + adv 

H3E be coming up roses (informal) (of a situ¬ 
ation) to be developing in a successful way: 
Everything’s coming up roses! come 'up in the 
world to become more important in society or 
more successful in your career: She ’s really come 
up in the world since she left school . come up/turn 
up trumps to do more than people expect and so 


make a situation very successful: The team’s new 
player came up trumps and scored three goals, o 
That was a wonderful meal! You've come up 
trumps again. 

► .up-and- coming adj [only before noun] ( infor¬ 
mal ) making good progress and likely to be suc¬ 
cessful in the future: on up-and-coming young 
actor 

► 'upcoming adj (only before noun] (especially 
AmE) about to happen soon: the upcoming 
presidential election 

.come “up; .come “up sth to move from a lower 
place or position to a higher one, or upstairs in a 
building, especially with the speaker or towards 
the place where the speaker is: Who wants to 
come up to the top of the hill with me? o My apart¬ 
ment is on the third floor. Are you coming up? o 1 
can hear somebody coming up the stairs, 

5 road, stairs HfD coma down, coma down sth 
^ v + adv * v + prop 

.come “up against sb/sth if you come up 

against sh/sth, you have to face sb/sth difficult: 
We expect to come up against a lot of opposition to 
the scheme, o You 'll come up against the reigning 
champion in the next round. 

^ v + adv+prep 

.come “ u p for sth 1 to come to the t ime when sth 
must be done: Ife's coming up for retirement soon, 
o She comes up for re-election next year, o When 
does your contract come up for renewal? S 
renewal 2 to become available for a particular 
purpose: That house you like has come upfor sale. 
MU sate, auction 
^ v + adv+prep 

.come 'up on sth (AmE) to be almost a particu¬ 
lar time or age: It's coming up on your bedtime. 

6 v + adv + prep 

.come 'up to sth 1 to approach a particular 
place, an age ora period of time: You’re arming 
up to a busy road now. o It sjust coming up to half 
past twelve. 2 to reach an acceptable level or 
standard: The performance didn’t come up to our 
expectations, o You may hseyour job if you don’t 
come up to scratch . standard, expect¬ 

ations BraH In this meaning come up to sth is 
usually used in the negative. 

0 v + adv + prep 

.come “up with sth 1 to think of an idea, an 
answer to a question or a solution to a problem: 
She came up with a great idea for increasing sales. 
513 Idea, answer, suggestion, explanation 2 to 
find or produce sth that sb needs: If you want to 
buy my car, you must come up with the money o 
He always comes up with the goods (= does 
what he is expected to do) on the day 
& v+adv + prep 

“come upon sb/sth =come on/oton sb/sth 


‘come with sth to be included with or as part of 
sth: A new car comes with the job, 
v + prep 

COItimune /ka'mju:n;^mE'ka:m-/ 

com mune with sth (formal) if you commune 
with sth such as nature, you spend time think' 
ing deeply about it and so feel dose to it 

IM 3 nature 

v + prep 

complain /kom'plem/ 

com plain of sth to say that you feel ill or are 
suffering from a pain: Several children com¬ 
plained of severe stomach pains. 

[g^l pain, headache, symptoms 

& v + prep 

Condemn /kan'dem;' 

con demn sb to sth 1 to say what sb's punish¬ 
ment will be: to be condemned to deathfhard 
labour 2 to force sb to accept a difficult or 
unpleasant situation: They were condemned to a 
life of hardship. Hi® doom sb (to sth) 

T3SH9 Condemn sb to sth is usually used In the 
passive. 

<3>v + n/pron + prep 

COne /kaon; AmEkooifi 

.cone sth ’off to close a road or part of a road 
with special coloured plastic objects that have a 
round base and a point at the top (traffic cones): 
Part of the road was coned off while repairs were 
done. 

ebbs Cone sth off is usually used in the passive. 
<^v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 

confide /kan'faid/ 

con fide in sb to tell sb a secret or a piece of 
information that you wouldn’t tell other people: 
Can I confide in you? o Do you have a friend that 
you can conjide in? 

IgjbD mother, friend 

^ v + prep 

confine /ksnTam/ 

confine sb/sth to sth; confine yourself to 

sth to keep sb/sth/yourself inside the limits of a 
particular activity, subject, area, etc: The work 
will not be confined to the Glasgow area, o I will 
confine myself to looking at the period from 1900 
to 1916. 

Tsyn) limit sth to sb/sth; restrict sb/sth/your¬ 
self (to sth) 

BEni Confine sb/sth/yourself to sth is often 
used in the passive. 

^ v+n/pron + prep 


be con fined to sth 1 if a person or an animal 
is confined to a place, they are kept in a small or 
closed space and not allowed to go out: The chil¬ 
dren were confined to their rooms for the evening. 
o The soldiers concerned were confined to bar¬ 
racks had to stay in the barracks, as a punish¬ 
ment), 2 if a person is confined to bed, etc., they 
have to stay in bed, etc, because they are ill/sick 
or injured: She was confined to bed with the flu. 
o He was confined to a wheelchair after the car 
accident . 

<^be + v + prep 

conf rent /kanTr/mt/ 

confront Sb with sth to make sb face or deal 
with an unpleasant or difficult person or situ¬ 
ation: He confronted her with a choice between her 
career or their relationship. 

4 >v + n/pron + prep 

be confronted with sth to have sth in front of 
you that you have to deal with or react to: Most 
people when confronted with a horse will pat it. 

<§► be + v + prep 

conjure /'kAnd^ry 

.Conjure sb/sth 'up to make sb/sth appear sud¬ 
denly or unexpectedly as if by magic: She con¬ 
jured up a three-course meal in half an hour! 

X§> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 

frequent) 

.conjure sth “up 1 to make a picture, a memory 
etc, appear in your mind: The word ‘birthday’ con¬ 
jures up images of presents and parties, o The 
song conjured up memories of warm summer even¬ 
ings. SSI Image, picture, visions, memories 
wm evoke sth (morefarmal) 2 to ask a spirit of a 
dead person to appear, by using a magic ceremony 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

COItk/korjk; Aw£ka:qk, ko:qk/ 

.conk ’out (informal or humorous) 1 if a vehicle 
or a machine conks out, it stops working: Our 
car conked out 5 miles from home. 2 if a person 
conks out, they fall asleep because they are very 
tired: She was so tired she came home and conked 
out at eight o’clock, 3 {old-fashioned, BrE) (of a 
person) to collapse or become unconscious 4 
(AmE) to die: The old guy looks as if he’s going to 
conk out any minute . 
v + adv 

connect /ke'nekt/ 

con.nect sth 'up (to sth); connect “up (to sth) 
to join sth to a supply of electricity, gas, water, 
etc. or to another piece of equipment; to be 





connive 
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joined to sth in this way: Connect the computer up 
(to the power supply). o Many canals connected 
up to major ports. 

)o pp ) disconnect sth (from sth); disconnect 
(from sth) 

SHB Connect sth and connect are often used 
with the same meaning. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n ♦ v +■ adv 

connive /ka'naiv/ 

con nive at/ln sth (formal) to ignore or seem to 
allow sth that you know is wrong: The general is 
accused of conniving in a plot to topple the gov¬ 
ernment. o Her brother is believed to have con¬ 
nived at her murder. 
v +■ prep 

Consign /kan’sam/ 

con sign sb/sth to sth (formal) 1 to get rid of 
or put somewhere sb/sth that you do not want: 
She consigned his letter to the waste basket o (fig¬ 
urative) They can't just consign me to the scrap 
heap because I'm over fifty! 2 to put sb/sth In an 
unpleasant situation: Orphaned children were 
consigned to institutions. 

OSDS Consign sb/sth to sth is often used in the 
passive: The report was consigned to the dustbin. 
<£►v 4 n/pron + prep 

Consist /ken'sist/ 

con sist in sth; con sist in doing sth (for¬ 
mal) (not used in the progressive tenses) to have 
sth as the main or only feature: A home does not 
consist in the quality of its architecture and decor 
ation. 

& v + prep 

con sist of sth/sb; consist of doing sth 

(not used in the progressive tenses ) to be formed 
from the things or people mentioned: The exam 
consists of two parts: a written test and an oral o 
The group consists of senior people from educa¬ 
tion and business, o His job consists of answering 
the phone and making coffee. 

be made up of sth; comprise sth (formal) 
<*► v + prep 

Consort /kon'sod; AmE kcun'so:rt/ 

con sort with sb ( formal or humorous) to spend 
time with sb, especially sb that other people do 
not approve of: The nurses are instructed not to 
consort with their patients. 

§ v*prep 

contend /keirtend/ 

contend with sb/sth to have to deal withadif- 
ficult person or situation: If we leave at 8, we ’ll 
have to contend with the rush-hour traffic, o Any¬ 


one who criticizes her will have me to contend 
withf o He's had a lot of serious problems to 
contend with. 

£13 problems 

(3311 Contend with sb/sth can be used in the 
passive. 

<£► v + prep 

CO nten t f kan tent/ 

consent yourself with sth to accept and be 
satisfied with sth and not try to have or do sth 
better: Martina contented herself with a single 
glass of wine, o The crowd contented themselves 
with shouting insults. 

S55> make do with sth 
^ v + pron + prep 

Contract /kan'tr&kt/ 

con,tract In; contract ‘Into sth (BrE) to 
choose to become involved in and formally agree 
to a system, plan, etc: Employees can contract into 
the company pension scheme. 

[513 (pension) scheme TSTf) contract out, con¬ 
tract out of sth 
v-* adv ♦ v + prep 

con tract 'out: contract ’out of sth ( BrE) to 
choose and formally state that you do not want to 
be involved in a system, plan, etc: Only a few 
employees have contracted out (of the pension 
scheJne)sofar. 

EM3 (pension) scheme Top?) contract In, con* 
tract into sth 

<$► v + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + prep 

con tract sth ’out (to sb) to arrange for work to 
be done by another company rather than your 
own: The company contracts the printing out to 
an outside firm. 

E5J] work 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

CO VI t N bu to /kan’txibju;t; BrE also H kt>n- 
tnbjmt/ 

con tribute to sth to help to cause sth: The 
stress of losing his job contributed to his death, o 
The Prime Minister contributed to his own down¬ 
fall by failing to control his government. 

S13 dearth, decline, downfall 
v * prep 

convert fkmvxt] AmE -’va art/ 

con vert into/to sth; con vert sth Into/to 

sth to be able to be changed from one form, pur¬ 
pose, or system to another; to make sth do this: a 
sofa that converts into a bed 
Hvn> turn Into sth, turn sb/sth Into sth 
v + peep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
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cost 


cook /kuk/ 

cook sth ’up 1 to cook sth. especially very 
quickly: In half on hour she had managed to cook 
up some delicious chilli. [513 meal 2 (informal) to 
invent a story, an excuse or a plan, especially a 
very clever or dishonest one: She cooked the plan 
up while he was away\ o They cooked up the story 
between the two of them. wsj] plan, story, 
scheme concoct sth (moreformal) 

^v + adv*n*v + n/pron + adv 

cool /loul/ 

.cool 'down; ,coof sb ’down 1 (also cool off. 
.cool sb ’off) to become, or to make sb become, 
cool or cooler: I'm going for a swim to coot down, 
o A shower will cool you down. 2 to become, or to 
make sb become, less angry or excited: She 's very 
angry. Give her some time to cool down, o He tried 
to cool her down but she carried on shouting. 
v * adv « v ♦ n/pron * adv 

,cool ’down; ,cool sth ’down to become, or to 
make sth become, cooler: He waited for the soup 
to cool down a bit. o Once it had cooled down out¬ 
side . we went for a walk, o Cool the soup down by 
stirring it, o The min had cooled everything 
down. 

BBS! Cool and cool sth are also used with this 
meaning, but less often. 

^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v * adv + n (rare) 

cool ’off 1 to become less interested or enthusi¬ 
astic: Our relationship was going well, but then 
Laura seemed to cool off. 2 to become less angry 
or excited: When I'm angry, I go for a walk to cool 
off. 3 if sth hot cools off, it becomes cooler: 
Leave the engine to cool off before you touch it. 

& v + adv 

► , cooling-off period n la period of time in 
which two sides in a dispute try to come to an 
agreement before taking any fUrther action: 
There is to be a six month cooling-off period before 
divorce proceedings begin, o The union and the 
employersfailed to reach an agreement within the 
cooling off period. 2 a period of time when you 
can change your mind about buying sth, such as 
an insurance plan, that you have agreed to buy: 
Customers have a 14-day cooling-off period in 
which to cancel the agreement. 

.cool 'off: ,cool sb ‘off = cool down, cool sb 
down i 

COOp/kurp / 

be .cooped up (In sth) if a person or an animal 
is cooped up, they/it are kept in a small place or 
Inside a building; We've been cooped up (indoors) 
for hours because of the rain. 

$ be + v + adv 


COP /knp; AjnE keep/ <-pp*) 

.cop 'off (with sb) (BrE. slang ) to meet sb and start 
a sexual relationship with them 
$v + adv 

,COp 'out; ,COp 'out Of Sth (informal) to avoid or 
not do sth that you should be doing, because you 
are afraid, shy, lazy, etc: Lots of people said they ’d 
help but they've all copped out. o You can t just 
cop out of difficult decisions. 
v + adv * v + adv* prep 

► cop-out n (informal, disapproving) a way of, 
or an excuse for, avoiding sth you should be 
doing: You’re not too busy to come! That's just a 
cop-out. 

COpy /'kDpi; A mE ’karpi/ (copies, copying, 
copied, copied) 

.copy Sth ’down to write sth exactly as it is writ¬ 
ten somewhere else: If I don’t copy the phone 
number down f Til forget it! o We copied down 
what the teacher had written on the blackboard. 
HH> write sth down 

v+ n/pron+adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 

.copy sb in (on sth) to make sure that sb receives 
a copy of a letter, an elect iconic message, etc. that 
you are sending to sb else: Please copy me in on 
all correspondence. 

& v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

.copy Sth out to write sth out again; to make a 
copy of sth that is already written or printed: 
She copied out a recipe she found in a library 
book. 

!HE> write sth out 

v ♦ adv + n * v ♦ n/pron + adv 

cordon /'ko:dn;4m£‘kttrdn/ 

.cordon sth ’off to stop people going into an area 
by forming a line or ring around it with police, 
soldiers, objects, etc: Police cordoned off the area 
until the bomb was defused. 

(gH area, street close sth off (to sb/sth) 
SSH Cordon sth off is often used in the passive: 
The roads were cordoned off. 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v ♦ n/pron * adv 

COSt fkx>st,AmE\n:s.tf 

cost Sth 'out to estimate how much money will 
be needed for sth: We'll have to cost the ivork out 
before we make a decision, o Have you costed out 
how much it will be to hire another member of 
staff? 

B3Q Cost sth is usually used with this meaning, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n 





cosy 
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crank up 


COSy ( BrE ) (AmE cozy) !'kamv,AmE "kouzi/ 

(cosies, cosylng, cosied, costed) 

,COsy 'up to sb ( informal, especially AmE) to try 
to become friendly with sb, especially in order to 
gain an advantage for yourself: She's only 
cosying up to him because she needs his help . 

ME> cuddle up to sb (BrE, less frequent) 

0 v + adv + prep 

Cotton / , kDtn; J Am£‘ku:tn/ 

.cotton ’on (to sth) {informal) to come to under¬ 
stand or realize sth without being told directly: 
She cottons on very quickly, o It took him a while 
to cotton on to wha 11 was trying to say. 

E5D catch on (to sth) 

4&v + adv 

‘cotton to sb/sth (old-fashioned, AmE, infor¬ 
mal) to begin to like or approve of sb/sth: Ididn 't 
much cotton to the idea at first . 

EBS1 Cotton to sb is often used in negative sen¬ 
tences. 

^ v + prep 

COUgh fki£;AmEkrtf 

.cough up; .cough sth up (informal) 1 (espe¬ 
cially BrE) to pay for sth or give sb money unwill¬ 
ingly: You owe me £20. Come on, cough up! o 
Don't cough up the money until the jobs finished. 

pay up 2 (BrE) to admit sth or give sb infor¬ 
mation unwillingly: Come on, cough uptwhere’ve 
you been? WE> own up (to sth/to doing sth); con¬ 
fess (to sth/to doing sth) (moreformal) 
v + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.cough sth 'up to force sth out of the throat or 
lungs by coughing: He’s been coughing up blood. 
[oi31 blood 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
COUnt /kaont/ 

.count a’gainst sb to be a disadvantage to sb: 
I'm sure that being Late for the interview counted 
against me. 

5ME> weigh against sb (formal) 

<$> v + prep 

.count a mong sb/sth; .count sb/sth 
a’mong sth to be considered, or to consider 
sb/sth, to be part of the group mentioned: She 
counts among the top ten marathon runners in. the 
country, o The band count John Lennon among 
their influences, o I no longer counted myself 
among his friends. 

EH3E Count sb/sth among sb/sth is more fre¬ 
quent than count among sb/sth: Egypt was 
counted among the most powerful countries in the 
world. 

0 v + prep ♦ v +n/pron + prep 


.count down (to sth), .count sth down to be 

waiting for an important or exciting day, event, 
etc. and be counting the number of days, min¬ 
utes, etc, there are before it: The whole world was 
counting down to the new millennium, o l In 
counting down the days until my trip. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv (rare) 

► countdown (to sth) n 1 the act of counting 
backwards to zero, for example before a space¬ 
craft is sent into space 2 the period immediately 
before sth important happens 
.count sb ’in to include sb in a group or an activ¬ 
ity: If you ’re going to the theatre, you can count 
mein. 

I$yn) deal sb I n (less formal) Sqpp> count sb out 
v + n/pron + adv 

.count ‘off (AmE) if people count off, they say 
loudly in order the numbers they have been 
given: He made everyone count off. 

<?► v + adv 

count on sb/sth; ’count on doing sth; 
count on sb/sth doing sth (also count 
upon sb/sth, ‘count upon doing sth, ‘count 
upon sb/sth doing sth more formal) to rely on sb 
to do sth; to expect sth to happen and make plans 
in an appropriate way: You can count on me! o 
Tm sure he’ll help us.’ ' Don’t, count on it ' o She 
hadn’t counted on going swimming when she 
packed, o I’m counting on your support, o Em 
counting on you to support me. 

UrD bank on sb/sth, bank on doing sth, bank 
on sb/sth doing sth; reckon on sb/sth, reckon 
on doing sth, reckon on sb/sth doing sth 
H These phrasal verbs can be used In the pas¬ 
sive: She can be counted upon to contribute good, 
ideas. 

^ v + prep ♦ v + prep + n/pron + to inf 
.count sb out; .count sb ’out of sth (infor¬ 
mal) to not include sb in a group or an activity: 
You may enjoy those games, but you can conn t me 
out. 

2m) deal sb out, deal sb out of sth 
count sb In 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.count sth 'out to count coins, etc, one by one 
and put them somewhere: He counted out the 
exact money (on the counter ), 

[QgJ] money, change, notes/coins 
v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.count to’wards Sth (also .count to ward sth 
especially AmE) to be included as part of sth you 
hope to obtain or achieve: Marks from this test 
count towards your final grade, o These sales will 
not coun t toward meeting the target. 
rcsna Count towards/toward sth can be used in 
the passive: These payments may be counted 
towards your pension, 

& v + prep 


.count sb/sth up to add together the number of 
things or people in a group: Count up the number 
of times you’ve been abroad. 

[513 number 

Esna Count sb/sth is used with the same mean¬ 
ing. 

^v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

'count upon sb/sth; 'count upon doing sth; 
'count on sb/sth doing sth = count on 

SB/STH, COUNT ON DOING STH, COUNT ON SB/STH 
DOING STH 

couple /kApi/ 

'couple sb/sth with sb/sth to link one person, 
thing or situation with another: The large num¬ 
ber of new graduates, coupled with high 
unemployment, means that there is fierce competi¬ 
tion jbrjobs. 

Ban Couple sb/sth with sb/sth is usually used 
in the passive. 

^v + n/pron + prep 

COVer /'kAvafr)/ 

.cover sth ’over (with sth) to cover sth com¬ 
pletely especially to hide or protect it: Put the 
bulbs in a bowl and cover them over with soil, o 
The shopping mall is covered over with an enor¬ 
mous glass roof 

EESE Cover sth (with sth) is used more often 
with this meaning. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.cover up: .cover yourself 'up (with sth) to 

put on more clothes: Make sure you cover up 
before going out in the sun. o Cover yourself up. 
It’s cold. 

v + adv * v + pron + adv 

.cover up (for sb/sth). .cover sth 'up to try 

hard to stop people finding out about a mistake, a 
crime, etc.; to hide the truth about sth: He's 
always covering up for her. o The government ’s 
attempts to cover up the scandal failed. 

[obj] scandal, mistake, truth WHD conceal sth 

(moreformal), hide sth 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(less frequent) 

► 'cover-up n [usually sing,] an act of hiding a 
mistake, a crime, etc: The opposition accused the 
government of a cover-up. 

.cover sb/sth 'up to put sth over sb/sth in order 
to hide or protect them/it: You can cover up ugly 
pipes with wooden boxes. o There was something 
on the table covered up with a cloth. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

COZy /'kauzi; AmE 'koozi / (cozies, corying, 
cozled. cozled) 

.cozy 'up to sb (AmE) ~ cosy up to sb 


crack fkrsek/ 

.crack 'down; .crack ‘down on sb/sth to try 

harder to prevent people breaking a rule, using 
sth harmful, committing a crime, etc. and deal 
severely with those who do: Police are cracking 
down hard on drug dealers, o The government is 
cracking down on misleading food, labelling. 

JsrW> clamp down, clamp down on sb/sth 
0 v + adv * v + adv + prep 

► ‘crackdown (on sb/sth) n severe action that is 
taken to prevent people committing a crime, 
opposing the government, etc: a police crackdown 
on car crime 

.crack 'on (with sth) (BrE, informal) to work hard 
and do sth quickly: We 'd better crack on with the 
painting before it gets dark. 

>svn) get on (with sth) 

<$► v+adv 

.crack 'up (informal) to become physically or 
mentally ill because you are under pressure: 
She’s cracking up under the strain. 

0 v + adv 

► 'crack-up n (informal, especially AmE) a 
period of mental illness caused by pressure 

.crack 'up; .crack sb ‘up (informal) to start 
laughing a lot; to make sb laugh a lot: Everybody 
cracked up when he fell over, o She’s so funny — 
she cracks me up! 

crease up, crease sb up ( BrE) 

EHE Crack sb up is not used in the passive, 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Q3S be .cracked 'up to be sth (informal) to be as 
good, clever, exciting, etc. as people think or say 
sb/sth is: Stardom is not all it s cracked up to be. o 
She’s not as good as she s cracked up to be. 

Cram /krmm/ (-mm-) 

.cram into sth; .cram sb/sth 'In; .cram 
sb/sth 'In/’lnto Sth to go into a place or space 
that is too small for everyone/everything; to push 
or force sb/sth into a place or space that is too 
small: Six of us crammed into Rob’s Mini. o I 
only had threedays in New York , but I crammed in 
as much sightseeing as I could, o He crammed all 
the sweets into his mouth, o You can 7 cram eight 
children into the car! 

v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep 

crank /krsegk/ 

.crank sth 'out (informal, especially AmE) to pro¬ 
duce sth quickly and in large amounts: The plant 
can crank out about 63 cars an hour. 

Hyh> churn sth out; turn sth out 
+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.crank sth ‘up (informal) 1 to make a machine 
start working or work better: // f s time to crank up 
the air condition ing. 2 to make music, etc. louder: 
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They cranked the music up when the parly 
started. IMS music, volume JIM turn sth up 
(moreformal) 

& v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

crash /kr»j/ 

,crash a'round (also .crash a bout’round espe¬ 
cially BrE) (informal) to move around making a 
lot of noise: I heard her crashing about in the 
bathroom. 
v + adv 

.crash down to fall with a very loud noise: Pas¬ 
sengers had a lucky escape when a huge tree 
crashed down onto a bus. o John’s hand came 
crashing down on the table ( he hit the table 
hard with his hand), o (figurative ) All my 
dreams came crashing down around me (= I 
completely failed in what 1 wanted to do). 

GEIH Crash down is usually followed by a 
phrase beginning with a preposition, 
v+adv 

.crash 'out (informal, especially BrE) to go to 
sleep because you are very tired: 1 was so tired I 
crashed out in an armchair. 

MB) flak® out (BrE) 

^ v+adv 

.crash 'out of sth (in sport) to lose a game very 
badly and so not be able to continue to take part 
in a competition: England crashed out of the 
World Cup . 

EESHThis phrasal verb is used especially in 
newspapers. 

^ v + adv+prep 

.crash 'round (especially BrE) - crash around 
crawl /'kro'J/ 

'crawl with Sb/Sth (usually used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses ) to be full of moving people, animals, 
insects, etc. in an unpleasant way: The place is 
crawling with cops' 

1® police, insects 

& v + prep 

cream /kron/ 

.cream sb/sth 'off to take away the best people 
or things in a group or an amount of money, usu¬ 
ally for your own advantage: The best pupils are 
creamed off into special classes, o The company’s 
directors are creaming off the profits. 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

crease /kri:s/ 

crease 'up; .crease sb 'up (BrE. informal) to 
start laughing; to make sb start laughing: We all 
creased up when we saw her hat! o His pro¬ 
gramme ahvays creases me up. 

HxE> crack up, crack sb up 
^ v+adv + v + n/pron + adv 


credit /’kredit/ 

'credit A with B; 'credit B to A1 to believe 
that sb/sth is responsible for sth or for doing sth, 
especially sth good: Bach is credited with per¬ 
forming the first solo on a piano , o She credits her 
good looks and intelligence to her father’s side of 
the family. 2 to consider that sb/sth has a particu¬ 
lar good quality or characteristic: / had credited 
him with more sense . o Numerous health benefits 
are credited to this natural oil. 

C2Q3 Credit A with B is often used in the pas¬ 
sive, ♦ You can also use the pattern credit sb/sth 
as sth, especially in the passive: The cheetah Is 
generally credited as the world’s fastest animal. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

creep /krkp/ (crept, crept /krept/) 

.creep 'in; .creep 'Into sth to start happening 
nr affecting sb/sth gradually: I thought I’d 
decided, but then doubts started to creep in. o A 
hint of sarcasm crept into his voice-. o More and 
more foreign words are creeping into the lan¬ 
guage. 

<§► v + adv + v+prep 

.creep 'over sb/sth if a feeling creeps over you, 
or an expression creeps over your face, it grad¬ 
ually affects you: A feeling of tiredness began to 
creep over her. o A sty smile crept over her lips. 

MM steal over sb/sth 

v + prep 

.creep up 1 if a price, an amount, etc. creeps up, 
it rises very gradually: House prices are starting 
to creep up. 2 (on sb) to move nearer to sb/sth 
slowly and quietly without being seen or heard: 
Don’t creep up on me like that! o Jack crept up 
behind me. HM steal up (on sb) 
v+adv 

.creep "up on sb 1 if an event, a date, etc. creeps 
up on you, it arrives before you are really ready 
for it: The exams just seemed to creep up on me. 2 
if a feeling, etc. creeps up on you, it starts to 
affect you before you realize it: Anorexia can 
creep up on young girls when they least expect it. 

^ v + adv + prep 

Crop/krop; AmE kra:p/ (-pp~) 

.crop 'up (informal) to appear, happen, etc. when 
it is not expected: I can’t make it tonight — some¬ 
thing’s cropped up. o Her name keeps cropping 
up everywhere. 

MM come up 
0 v + adv 

CrOSS /krt>s; AmE krais/ 

.cross sb/sth 'off; .cross sb/sth 'off sth to 

remove sb’s name or an item from a list by draw¬ 
ing a line through it because you have dealt with 


them/it or they/it are no longer involved: Cross 
off any items we’ve already got. o Jane won't be 
coming, so we can cross her off the list.. 

MM delete sth (moreformal) 

$ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.cross sth out/'through to remove words from 
a text by drawing a line through them, usually 
because they are wrong: I crossed his name out 
and wrote mine instead, o You he spelt it wrong. 
Cross it out and try again. 

SMI word, name MM delete sth (moreformal) 
& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.cross 'over 1 (also .cross 'over sth) (especially 
BrE) to go from one side of sth, for example a 
road/street, a room, etc. to the other: Let’s cross 
over to the other side. o She crossed over the road. 
M3 road, bridge 2 (into/to sth) to move from one 
style or type of music, culture, politics, etc. to 
another; to combine parts of different styles or 
types: They’re a blues band who have succeeded 
in crossing over to jazz. 

1 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

2 v + adv 

► ‘crossover n a successful combination of dif¬ 
ferent styles or types of music or culture; a suc¬ 
cessful change from one style or type to another: 
a fresh and exciting rock-dance crossover o a 
crossover artist 

.cross sth through = cross sth out/through 
CrOUCh /krautj/ 

'crouch ov»r sb/sth to bend over sb/sth so you 
are near them/it: She crouched over the injured 
man, checking his wounds. 
v + prep 

Crowd ,/kraud/ 

.crowd a'round; .crowd a'round sb/sth 

(especially AmE) crowd round, crowd round 
sb/sth 

.crowd 'in; .crowd Into sth to move in large 
numbers into a small place: As soon as the doors 
opened people began to crowd in. o We all 
crowded into the lift, o (figurative) Memories she 
would rather forget came crowding in, o (fig¬ 
urative) Doubts crowded into my mind. 

MM pile In, pile Into sth 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.crowd sb/sth 'in; .crowd sb/sth into/’onto 

Sth to put a large number of people or things 
into a small space: I doubt if we can crowd any 
more people in— the place is packed already, o We 
were all crowded into a small arm behind the 
goal 

wm cram sb/sth In, cram sb/sth in/into sth; 
pack sb/sth In, pack sb/sth into sth 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n * v+n/pron + prep 


.crowd in (on sb) if high buildings, mountains, 
etc. crowd in, they seem to surround you and 
threaten you or have a strong effect on you: The 
high walls seemed to crowd in (on her), o (figura¬ 
tive) He tried to resist thefears that imre crowding 
in on him. 

& v + adv + prep 

.crowd Sb/sth 'onto sth = crowd sb/sth in, 

CROWD SB/STH INTO/ONTO STH 

.crowd sb/sth out; .crowd sb/sth out of 

sth if a number of people or things crowd out 
other people or things, they are present in such 
large numbers that there is no room for anyone 
or anything else: Tourists are crowding the regu¬ 
lar customers out of the bat: o (figurative) Small 
shops are increasingly being crowded out by the 
big supermarkets. 

MZH> squeeze sb/sth out, squeeze sb/sth out 
of sth 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.crowd 'round; .crowd 'round sb/sth (espe¬ 
cially BrE) (AmE usually .crowd a'round, .crowd 
a round sb/sth) to gather in large numbers 
around sb/sth: People were crowding around to 
see what was going on. o Fans crowded round 
him to ask for his autograph. 
v + adv * v+prep 

crumple/'krAmpI/ 

.crumple sth "up to crush sth, especially a piece 
of paper, into a ball: She crumpled his letter up 
without even looking at it. 

HU) paper 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Cry /krai / (cries, crying, cried, cried) 

'cry for sth to ask for or demand sth in a forceful 
or urgent way: The families of the victims are cry¬ 
ing for justice. o Listen! That sounds like some¬ 
body crying (= calling)/or help. 

M3 help, mercy 

0 v + prep 

.cry 'off; .cry off sth; .cry 'off doing sth 

( BrE) to decide not to do sth you have promised 
or agreed to do: We'd arranged to go together but 
Luis cried off at the last moment, o Why did you 
cry off training last night? 

MH> pull out, pull out of sth, pull out of doing 
sth 

-* see also beg off, beg off sth, beg off doing 
STH 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,cry "out to make a loud sound without words 
because you are hurt, afraid, surprised, etc: She 
cried out in/with. pain. 
v + adv 
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,cry ’out sth to shout sth loudly: He suddenly 
cried out, ‘Stop at once!' o She could hear a mice 
crying out her name. 

<3^ v +adv+speech * v+adv+n 
OHS] for crying out loud! {spoken, informal ) used 
to show that you are surprised or angry about 
sth; For crying out loud! What did you do thatfor? 

,cry ‘out against sth to protest strongly about 
sth: People have been crying out against this 
abuse for years, 

& v+adv+prep 

► 'outcry (against/at/over sth) n [CJ |Uj a public 
reaction of strong protest against sth: There is 
sure to be a massi ve outcry against the proposals. 

,ery 'out for sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to clearly need sth very quickly: The 
group is crying outfor new members, o The whole 
system was crying out for a radical review 
v + adv + prep 

cuddle fkAdi/ 

cuddle up (to/against sb), .cuddle 'Up 

together if children, pets, etc, cuddle up, they 
sit or lie close to each other or sb else, because 
they need warmth or comfort, or want to show 
affection: Jack cuddled up to his mother, o The 
cubs cuddle up togetherfor warmth. 

WE) snuggle up (to/against sb/sth) 

4^ v+adv ♦ v+adv+adv 

.cuddle 'up to sb/sth (BrE, informal, rare) to 
try to be friendly to sb in order to gain an advan¬ 
tage for yourself: Just before the election they 
started cuddling up to the government. 

cosy up to sb 

<3> v + adv + prep 

culminate /'kAimmert/ 

culminate in sth (also culminate with sth less 
frequent) (formal) to end with a particular result 
or conclusion, or at a particular point: The nego¬ 
tiations culminated in an agreement acceptable to 
all sides. 

& v + prep 

Clirl /k3d:>im£k3:rl/ 

.curl 'up; be .curled up 1 to lie down or sit 
down with your back curved and your knees and 
arms close to your body: / love, curling up in an 
armchair with a good book, o The cat was curled 
up asleep under the bush. 2 if the edges of pages, 
leaves, etc. curl up they bend towards the mid¬ 
dle: The pages had all curled up at the corners. 

^ v + adv ♦ be+v + adv 

.curl sth ‘up; .curl yourself up to bend 
sth/yourself into a tight curved shape: She curled 
her legs up under her on the sofa, o He curled him¬ 
self up under the covers and went to sleep. 
v + n/pron + adv 


CUrse /k3:$; AmE k3:rs/ 

be 'cursed with Sth to have or suffer from sth 
bad: He was cursed with poor health from child¬ 
hood. o Toe always been cursed with bad luck. 

& be + v + prep 

curtain /'kartmAmtftartn/ 

.curtain sth off (from sth) to separate part of a 
room with a curtain or curtains: A corner of the 
room was curtained ojf 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


CUt /kAt/ (cutting, cut, cut) 


- across 

-off 

-away 

70 -out, out of 

-back 

- out for 

69 - down 

~ through 

- in 

-up 

-Into 



.cut a cross sth 1 (also .cut through sth) to take 
a short route (a short cut) across a place instead 
of going around it: We'll get there quicker if we 
cut across the fields. 2 to affect or be true for 
people in different groups that usually remain 
separate; Opposition to the proposal cuts across 
party boundaries. MSI boundary, division 3 to 
interrupt and stop sth: The sound of the fire 
alarm cut across his attempt to explain. 

& v+prep 

.cut sth a'way (from sth) to remove sth by cut¬ 
ting with a knife or a sharp tool; Cut away any 
dead branches . 

<?> v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.cut 'back (on sth) 1 to reduce sth such as the 
amount sb spends or produces: The recession 
means that everyone is cutting back, o We've had 
to cut back on staff to suite money 2 (especially 
AmE) to eat, drink or use less of a particular 
thing, usually for your health: I smoke too much. 
/ must cut back, o The doctor f s told me to cut back 
on red meat. 

see also cut sth back 1; cut down 
4> v + adv 

► cutback (in sth) n [usually pi.] a reduction in 
sth: cutbacks in public spending 
.cut sth 'back 1 to reduce sth a lot, especially to 
save money or improve the environment or your 
health: Government funding is being cut back, o 
We have agreed to cut back GFC emissions by the 
end of the century. SH production, spending, 
pollution JS2B> pare sth down (to sth), pare sth 
back (to sth) n Cut sth back is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 2 to reduce the size 
of a plant, a bush, etc. by cutting parts off: That 
rose bush needs cutting back a lot. M3 bush, tree 
7W* > prune sth 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 


.cut dawn (on sth) 1 to reduce the amount or 
quantity of sth: Recycling cuts down on waste . o 
Tue spent too much already this month Til have 
to cut down a bit (= spend less money). 2 to con¬ 
sume, use or buy less of sth: The doctor's told me 
to cut down on fatty foods, o I haven't stopped 
smoking, but I’ve cut down to five a day 
-> see also cut sth down l; cut back 
v + adv 

,cut sb ’down (formal , BrE) to kill sb: He was cut 
down by pneumonia at an early age. 

CESS Cut sb do wn is often used in the passive in 
this meaning. 

^ v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.cut sb/sth 'down (AmE, informal) to make sb 
feel or look stupid, especially in front of other 
people: He always cuts her down in front of his 
friends, o She's always cutting down my lifestyle. 
put sb down 

♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
n cut sb down to 'sise to show sb that they are 
not as important as they think they are 
► ’cutdown (AmE) (BrE put-down) n (informal) 
a remark or criticism that is intended to make sb 
feel or look stupid 

.cut sth 'down 1 to reduce the amount or quan¬ 
tity of sth: Measures were introduced to cut down 
the number of road accidents involving children. 
o The policy aims at cutting down exhaust emis¬ 
sions. mi number, costs, amount WE) reduce 
sth (mareformal) &ESZ3 Cut sth can also be used 
with this meaning. Cut sth, not cut sth down is 
used for reducing the cost or the price of sth: Pet- 
roltgasprices have been cut see also cut down; 
cut sth back 12 to make a free, etc, fall down by 
cutting it at the base; Every time we cut a tree 
down, we plant a new one. IS tree W*> chop 
sth down; foil sth (more formal) 3 to reduce the 
length of sth: Please cut your article down to J 000 
words. 3D shorten sth (moreformal) BEiQ Cut 
sth can also be used with this meaning. 

<^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.cut In 1 (on sb/sth) to interrupt sb/sth: 'Listen to 
me!' she cut in impatiently WE> interrupt 
(sb/sth) -+ see also cut into sth 2 2 (on sb/sth) (of 
a vehicle or a driver) to move suddenly in front of 
another vehicle in a dangerous way, leaving little 
space between the t wo vehicles: The lorry cut in 
(on me) suddenly and l had to brake sharply 3 (of 
an engine, a motor or a piece of equipment) to 
start working automatically, especially alter 
another source of power has failed: if the power 
fails, the generator will cut in. WE> kick in 4 
(AmE, informal) to push in front of people who 
have been waiting in a line: Someone tried to cut 
in in front of us. o She saw some friends in line 
and cut in with them. WE> push In (BrE) 
v+advl also v+adv + speech 


.cut sb 'In (on sth) (informal) to include sb in a 
deal and give them a share of the profits: Do you 
think we can cut Harris in on the deal? 
v+n/pron + adv 

.cut 'into sth 1 to make a mark, an opening or a 
wound in sth with a knife or a sharp object: Make 
some pencil guidelines before you cut into the 
wood, o The rope was cutting into her wrists (= 
because it was very tight). MB cake, meat, etc. 
2 to interrupt sth: His mice cut into her thoughts. 
MB thoughts 3 to begin to use part or too much 
of sb’s time, sth that belongs to sb else, etc: My 
work's cutting into my free time at the moment o 
The independent stations are cutting into our 
audience. [o|3 time WE) encroach on/upon sth 
(moreformal) 

4> v + prep 

,cut sb 'off 1 to refuse to let sb have any of your 
money or property after you die; He cut his son off 
without a penny MB son, daughter 25H> disin¬ 
herit sb (moreformal) ^ see also cut sb out, cut 
sb out of sth 2 to end a relationship with sb 
because you do not want to see or talk to them 
any more: His family have cut him off since he 
told them what he’d done. 3 to interrupt a tele¬ 
phone conversation by breaking the connection: 
Operator, I've just, been cut off Cut sb off is 

usually used in the passive in this meaning. 

1 ,2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n (lessfrequent) 
3 v + n/pron + adv 

OHS be cut off in your ‘prime to die suddenly 
when you are still young, strong and successful 

.cut Sb/Sth 'off 1 (also ,cut yourself 'off) (from 
sb/sth) to separate sb/sth/yourself physically or 
socially from other people or things: HU deafness 
cut him off from his family and fiends, o She cut 
herself off from music after her marriage, o Why 
has he cut off all contact with his family? o The 
farm gets completely cut off in the winter, o (fig¬ 
urative) Politicians are cut off from the reality of 
poverty M> isolate sb/sth/yourself (from 
sb/sth) gjEsQi Cut sb/sth/yourself off is often 
used in the passive in this meaning: The children 
were cut off by the tide. 2 to interrupt sb when 
they are speaking: He cut me off in mid-sentence. 
o My explanation was abruptly cut off 3 to stop 
the supply of gas, water or electricity to sb’s 
home: The gas company threatened to cut them off 
if they didn't pay the bill o The imter supply had 
been cut off 4 (AmE) - cut sb/sth up A sports car 
cut me off as I turned into the road. 5 to prevent 
sb from reaching or leaving a place; to stop sb: 
Try to cut him off at the traffic lights . 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'cut-off n an act of stopping sth 

-* see also cut-off at cur sth off; cut-off at 

CUT STH OFF, CUT STH OFF STH 
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,cut sth off to block or get m the way of sth, etc: 
The police cut off all their escape routes . o The 
new hotel cuts off our view of the sea 
EM] route, aid, supplies 
^ v+adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

► ’cut-off n a point or a limit when you stop sth: a 
cutoff in aid o What is the cut-off date for regis¬ 
tration? 

-4 see also cut-off at cur sb/sth off; cut-off at 

CUT STH OFF, CUT STH OFF STH 

cut sth off; .cut sth 'off sth to remove sth by 
cutting it with a knife or a sharp tool: He cut off a 
metre of cloth from the roll, o Mind you don’t cut 
your fingers off,! o She’s had all her hair cut off. 
o If the photo is too large for the frame, cu t a bit off 
the top. o (figumii ve) Five seconds has been cut off 
the world record. 

chop sth off, chop sth off sth 
^v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + prep 

► cut-offs n [pi.] trousers/pants that have been 
made shorter by cutting off part of the legs 

► cut-off adj [only before noun] cut-off trou¬ 
sers/pants have been made shorter by cutting off 
part of the legs 

-4 see also cut-off at cut sb/sth off; cut-off at 

CUT STH OFF 

► offeut n (especially BrE) a piece of wood, 
paper, etc. that remains after the main piece has 
been cut 

cut yourself 'off (from sb/sth) cut sb off 1 

,cut 'out if an engine or a motor cuts out, it sud¬ 
denly stops working: One of the aircraft’s engines 
cut out. 

0 v + adv 

► 'cut-out n (especially BrE) a safety device that 
stops an electric current from flowing through 
sth: A cut-out stops the kettle boiling dry. 

-4 see also cut-out at cur sth out, cut sth out 
OF STH 

,cut 'out; .cut out of sth (AmE) 1 (of a vehicle 
or a driver) to move suddenly sideways out of a 
line of traffic: Did you see the way the car in front 
cut out? 2 (old-fashioned, slang ) to leave: I 'm cut¬ 
ting out (of here). See you later. 

^►v + adv * v+adv + prep 

,cut sb out; ,cut sb out of sth to not allow sb 
to be involved in sth: If we deliver the goods our¬ 
selves, we can cut out the middleman, o Don’t cut 
your parents out of your lives / o She cut me out of 
her will (-■ refused to let me have any of her 
money or property after she died). 

see also cur sb qffI 
^►v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.cut sth 'out *! to make sth unnecessary: Cutout- 
some of the administration by computerizing 
your records, o The new fast train service cuts out 
the need for a long bus journey. SED need 2 
(informal) to stop doing, using or eating sth: I’ve 
cut out sweets to try to lose weight . ES] smoking, 


drink, sweets 3 (informal) to block light or 
sound: That tree in front of the window cuts out 
the light. EM! light, noise ME) block sth out 4 
(informal) used to tell sb to stop doing or saying 
sth that is annoying you: I’m sick of you two 
arguing —just cut it out! o Now cut out the jokes 
and pay attention! 15531 It, that 5 to make sth by 
cutting: They managed to ait out a path through 
the jungle. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,cut sth 'out; .cut sth 'out of sth 1 to remove 
sth you want from sth larger by cutting; to cut 
the shape of sth from a piece of fabric, paper, etc: 
Simply cut out and return the coupon, o She cut 
the article out of the newspaper, o The children 
enjoy cutting shapes out of coloured paper. H3 
article, picture 2 to remove sth bad from sth by 
cutting: I cut out the bad parts of the apple. 3 
(informal) to leave sth out of a piece of writing, 
etc; You can cut out the unimportant details. MD 
omit sth 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron +adv + prep 

n have your 'work cut out (for you) ( formal ) to 
face a difficult task or situation: You ’ll have your 
work cut out to beat him. 

► 'cut-out n a shape cut out of paper, wood, etc: a 
cardboard cutout 
-> see also cut-out at cut out 
be .cut 'out for sth; be .cut 'out to do/be 

sth (informal ) to have the qualities and abilities 
needed for sth: l don’t think Pm cut out for coun¬ 
try life, o He’s not cut out to be a politician. 

BSS This phrasal verb is usually used in nega¬ 
tive sentences. 

<$► be+v+adv + prep ♦ be + v + adv+toinf 
.cut 'through sth 1 - cut across sth 1 The path 
cuts through the wood, o It should be quicker if 
we cut through town. 2 to pass through sth by cut¬ 
ting: Will this saw cut through metal? o (figura¬ 
tive) The sharp wind cut through his shirt, o 
(figurative) The pain cut through him like a knife. 
3 to overcome a difficulty that is preventing you 
from making progress: Once you cut through the 
technical language the report is easy to under¬ 
stand. o The yacht cut smoothly through the 
warns. 4 to Interrupt sth: His voice cut through 
her thoughts. 

-4 see also cut sth through sth 
v + prep 

.cut sth ’th rough sth to make a path or passage 
through sth by cutting: They had to use their 
knives to cut a path through the undergrowth. 

EM! path 

-4 see also cut through sth 
v + n/pron + prep 

,CUt Sb 'up (informal) 1 to injure sb by cutting 
them with a knife, a piece of glass, etc: He was 
very badly cut up In the fight. 2 to make sb very 


emotionally upset: She's still very cut up about 
the divorce, n Cut sb up is usually used in the 
passive in this meaning. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
2 v+n/pron + adv 

.Cut sb/sth 'up (BrE) (AmE .cut sb/sth 'off) (of a 
vehicle or a driver) to suddenly drive in front of 
another vehicle in a dangerous way: Did you see 
how hecut me up? 

MH> carve sb/sth up (BrE) 
v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
.cut sth up to divide sth into small pieces with a 
knife or a sharp tool: Who’s going to cut up the 
vegetables? 

3D chop sth up 

<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
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dab /dsety (-bb-) 

'dab at sth (with sth) to touch sth, especially your 
face, several tunes, quickly and lightly: She was 
crying and dabbing at her eyes with a handker¬ 
chief. o He gently dabbed at his cuts with a piece of 
cotton wool 

E 2 H] my, your, otc. eyes 

Cm Dab sth can be used with the same mean¬ 
ing: She dabbed her eyes with a handkerchief. 

< 4 > v + prep 

dab sth 'off to remove sth such as a stain, sth 
you have spilled on sth, etc. with quick, light 
movements: Dab the coffee off with your hand¬ 
kerchief 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

dab sth ’on (with sth) to put sth on a surface with 
quick, light movements: Dab the paint on with a 
sponge, o She dabbed on a little perfume. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

dabble /'dsbi/ 

'dabble in Sth to take part in an activity or a 
sport, but not very seriously: She swims twice a 
week and has been dabbling in weight train ing. 

& v + prep 

dally /’dseli / (dailies, dallying, dallied, dallied) 

'dally with sth/sb (old-fashioned) to think about 
sth, do sth or treat sb in a way that is not serious 
enough: They’ve been dallying with the idea for 
years, 

&I3 idea, thought HIE) toy with sth 

^ v + prep 

dam /dsem/ 

,dam sth 'up to stop the water flowing in a river 
by building sth across it (a dam ): The stream was 
dammed up to form ornamental lakes, o (figura¬ 
tive) l tried to dam up my tears. 

4 *v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

damp /daemp/ (also dampen /’daempen/) 

damp sth 'down 1 to make a fire burn more 
slowly or stop burning: Firefighters were damp¬ 
ing down the embers hours later, o He put sand on 
thefire to try to damp it down, o Thefire had been 
damped down but not extinguished, H3 fire 2 if 
somebody or something damps down an emo¬ 
tion or a feeling, it becomes less strong: She tried 
to damp down her feelings of despair, rsrgjl emo¬ 
tions 3 if somebody or something damps down 
a situation or an activity, it becomes slower or 
weaker: The latest increase in interest rates has 


damped down activity in the housing market 4 
(rare) to make a surface slightly wet by spraying 
a small amount of water over it 
X^v + adv+n * v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 

dangle /'dseoqi/ 

.dangle sth before sb/sth to offer sb sth very 
attractive to try to persuade them to do sth: It's 
the biggestfinancial incentive ever dangled before 
British footballers. 

Bans in front of can be used instead of before. 
<£> v + n/pron + prep 

dash/dmf/ 

.dash a bout (especially BrE) - dash around 
.dash a'galnst sth (of rain, waves, the sea, etc.) 
to beat violently against a surface 
^ v+prep 

,dash a'round (also ,dash a’bout/’rourrd espe¬ 
cially BrE) to move very quickly from place to 
place, being very busy: I've been dashing around 
all day! o At the scene of the accident, people were 
dashing about all over the place, 
lay.**) rush around 
v + adv 

.dash a way/ off to go away from a place in a 
hurry: He dashes off every day at 4 a 'clock, 

^ v+adv 

.dash sth a'way if you dash tears away, you 
remove them quickly from your face: He dashed 
away the tears welling up in his eyes with an 
impatient hand . 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.dash 'off = dash away/off 
.dash sth 'off to write or draw sth very quickly: / 
dashed off a quick letter to my brother. 

3lH> scribble sth 

v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v+n +adv (rare) 
.dash 'round (especially BrE) ~ dash around 

date /deit/ 

.date 'back ... (also .date back to sth) to have 
existed since a particular time in the past or for 
the length of time mentioned: It's a tradition that 
dates back at least a thousand years, o Her prob¬ 
lems date back to her childhood. o The town dates 
back to Roman times. 

<£v + adv * v + adv+prep 

'date from sth to have existed since a particular 
time in the past: It is a beautiful vase dating from 
about 1715. o The strike was the latest stage in a 
dispute which dated from 1990: 
v+prep 


dawn /do:n/ 

dawn on sb (also dawn upon sb more formal) if 
an idea, the truth or a fact dawns on you, you 
realize it for the first time: It suddenly dawned on 
us that we were lost, o The answer finally dawned 
on me. 

mS> strike sb 

<§► v + prep 

deal /di:l/ (dealt, dealt /delt/) 

'deal In sth 1 to do business; to make money by 
buying and selling a particular product or kind 
of goods: He made a fortune dealing in stocks 
and shares, o They deal exclusively in Chinese 
art. o The company deals in computer software. 
ism shares, art 2 to make money by buying and 
selling goods illegally, especially drugs: They’re 
rumoured to be dealing in stolen goods. HHI 
drugs, arms 3 to be concerned with or involved 
in sth: This newspaper doesn 't deal in gossip, only 
in facts, o She’s not the type to deal in rumours. 

<$► v+prep 

.deal sb In (informal, especially AmE) to include 
sb in an activity: It sounds like a great plan / Deal 
me in! 

count sb in 

deal sb out, deal sb out of sth 

0v + n/pran + adv 

.deal sb ’out; .deal sb ‘out of sth (AmE, infor¬ 
mal) to not include sb in an activity: You can deal 
me out of this. I don’t want to get involved in any¬ 
thing illegal 

JS7© count sb out, count sb out of sth 
deal sb in 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv+prep 
.deal sth 'out (to sb) 1 to share sth among anum- 
ber of people, groups of people or organizations: 
We’ll deal out the proceeds to several charities, o 
The profits were dealt out among the investors. 
WE> distribute sth (more formal) 2 (in a game of 
cards) to give cards to each player: She dealt out 
seven cards to each player, uuiia Deal sth can also 
be used with this meaning. 3 to give sb a particu¬ 
lar punishment; to say what punishment sb 
should have: She dealt out the same punishment 
to all the children, o Severe penalties are dealt out 
to persistent offenders. punishment MD 
administer sth (formal) 

^l^v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
3 v+adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv 
’deal with sb 1 to look alter, talk to or control 
people in an appropriate way, especially as part 
of your job: Her job involves dealing with young 
offenders, o They’re very difficult people to deal 
with. handle sb 2 to take appropriate 
action in a particular situation or according to 
who you are talking to, etc: Canyon deal with this 


customer? o We have to deal with students and 
handle a load of paperwork as well o Most 
patients are dealt with within four weeks. 3 to 
take appropriate action to punish sb who has 
done sth wrong: Your father will deal with you 
when he gets home, o Athletes found guilty of tak¬ 
ing drugs were swiftly dealt with. sort sb 
out 

^ v + prep 

'deal w *th sb/sth 1 to do business regularly 
with a person, an organization, a government, 
etc: We prefer to deal only with reputable com¬ 
panies. o It is best to deal directly with foreign 
suppliers. E>Ij) business, company 2 to talk to 
sb, an organization, a government, etc. in order 
to reach an agreement or settle a dispute: I prefer 
to deal with somebody in authority, o It would 
help if I knew exactly who I’m dealing with. 
v + prep 

'deal with sth 1 to solve a problem, carry out a 
task, etc: to deal with eng u tries! issues/comp la in ts 
o The police dealt with the incident very effi¬ 
ciently. o There’s some urgent correspondence 
here that hasn’t been dealt with. [SES problems, 
matter, situation, crisis 2 (of a book, poem, art¬ 
icle, etc.) to be about sth: The next programme 
deals with the subject of divorce, [§M subject, 
question, issue cover sth 3 if you deal 
with an emotion such as anger or sadness, you 
learn to control it or become less affected by it: 
He is beginning to deal with his anger in a con¬ 
structive way. o ‘You’ve got to try and forget her 
and get on with your life, ’ ‘I’m. dealing with it!’ o 
She's good at dealing with pressure. 

Iobj] anger, grief, loss WF > cope (with sth) 
rrem Deal with sth can be used in the passive. 

<£)► v + prep 

debar /df ba;(r>/ <-rr-) 

de bar sb from sth; de bar sb from doing 

sth {formal) to provent sb from doing sth, join¬ 
ing an organization, going somewhere, etc: Stu¬ 
dents who have not paid their fees will be debarred 
from taking examinations, o He was debarred 
from holding public office. 

+ n/pron + prep 

decide /di’said/ 

de cide on sb/sth (also de cide upon sb/sth 

more formal) to choose sb/sth after careful 
thought: We haven’t decided on a date for the wed¬ 
ding yet. o Have you decided on whether to take 
the job or not? 

W& settle on/upon sth 
K pyra Decide an/upon sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: Nothing has yet been decided on. 
v + prep 
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deck /dc;k; 

.deck sb 'out; .deck yourself 'out (in/as/like 

sth) to put on interesting and colourful clothes or 
jewellery, usually for a special occasion: He 
decked himself out in his best suit, o A lot of sup ■ 
porters were decked out in the team s colours. 

MS) dress up (as sth), dress sbyourself up 
(as sb/sth) 

IEXB Deck sb out is usually used in the passive. 

♦ Deck sb/yourself (inVwith sth) is also used 
with this meaning. 

v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.deck Sth 'out (withfln/Hke sth) to decorate sth, 
especially a room or a building, for a special 
occasion: The canteen was decked out with 
Christmas decorations. o The room was decked 
out to look like the inside of a spaceship. 

Mi roo m 

(3501 Deck sth out is usually used in the passive, 

* Deck sth can also he used with this meaning. 
<$► v + adv+n * v + n/pron+adv 

dedicate /'de*keit/ 

'dedicate sth to sb to say at the beginning of a 
book, a piece of music or a performance that you 
are doing it for sb, as a way of thanking them or 
showing respect: This book is dedicated to my 
parents. 

SI book, work, song 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

'dedicate yourself/sth to sth; 'dedicate 
yourself/sth to doing sth to give a lot of 
your time and effort to a particular activity or 
purpose because you think it is important: She 
dedicates herself to her work. o He dedicated his 
life to helping the poor. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

defer /di'f3:(r)/(-rr-) 

de fer to sb/sth ( rather formal) to accept sb’s 
opinion or do what they suggest because you 
respect them: I defer to your judgement in these 
matters, o We are happy to defer to the commit¬ 
tee’s wishes. 

MU judgement, wishes 

n Defer to sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
They were deferred to just because they were men. 
v + prep 

delight /di'lart/ 

delight in sth; de light In doing sth to get a 

lot of pleasure from sth or from doing sth, espe¬ 
cially sth that annoys or upsets other people: She 
seemed to delight in making her parents angry, o 
(rather formal) From childhood, she delighted in 
reading. 
v + prep 


deliver /ctfiiv^r)/ 

deliver on sth if you deliver on a promise, a 
threat or an agreement, you do what you have 
said you would do, or what you are expected to 
do: Can he be trusted to deliver on his promises? o 
They failed to deliver on the agreement. 

EiM promise, agreement 
v+prep 

deliver sb/sth 'over/' up (to sb); de.hvor 
yourself 'over/ 1 up (to sb) (formal) to give 
sb/sth/yourself to sb in authority, often because 
you have been ordered to do so; The defendant 
has been ordered to deliver up the goods . o She 
delivered the baby over to the care of her sister, o 
He delivered himself up to the authorities. 

WS> hand sb/sth over (to sb), hand yourself 
over (to sb) (less formal) 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

delve /deiv/ 

.delve 'Into sth to try hard to find out more infor¬ 
mation about sth: We should not delve too deeply 
into this painful matter. 

EH3 subject, reasons MS) probe (s th/in to sth) 
^ v + prep 

depart /arpmt; AmE drparrt/ 

do'part from sth to behave in a way that is dif¬ 
ferent from what is usual or expected: The teach¬ 
ers are not encouraged to depart from the 
syllabus, o They departed from tradition and got 
man ied in a hotel. 

JoJQ] principles, rules, tradition, decision 

QSS3 Depart from sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: This rule should only be departed from in 
exceptional circumstances. 
v + prep 

depend /di'pend/ 

de pend on sb/sth (also de pend upon sb/sth 

more formal) 1 (for sth) (not usually used in the 
progressive tenses ) to need help or support from 
sb/sth in order to live or to manage in a particu¬ 
lar situation: The organization depended heavily 
on voluntary help, o She came to depend on her 
daughter for support. o He depends on medica¬ 
tion to stay alive , HxB> rely on/upon sb/sth (for 
sth) 2 (not used in the progressive tenses) to be 
affected by or decided by sb/sth: I don't know if 
I'll come or not. It all depends on how tired I feel 
this evening, o This may be a welcome change or 
not r depending on your point of view. GEB3 In 
informal English it is quite common to say 
depend rather than depend on before words 
like what, how, or whather. It depends how tired I 
feel, o It all depends what happens. 3 to rely on 
sb/sth; to be able to trust sb: I hope you'll be able 
to come — i'm depending on you to help me. o We 
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need someone who can be depended on. MS) 
count on/upon sb/sth; rely on/upon sb/sth MB 
In this meaning depend on/upon sb/sth can be 
used in the passive. 4 (not used in the. progressive 
tenses) to be sure that sth will happen: You can 
depend on my sister to spoil things (- she always 
does). MS) count on/upon sb/sth; rely on/upon 
sb/sth MB In this meaning depend on/upon 
sb/sth cati be used in the passive, 
v + prep ♦ v+prep + n/pron + to inf 

deprive /drpraiv/ 

de prive sb/sth/yourself of sth to prevent 
sb/sth from having sth important; to take sth 
away from sb: In prison they were starved and 
deprived of sleep, o The baby’s brain had been 
deprived of oxygen during the birth . o There is no 
need to deprive yourself of food on this diet. o 
(humorous) I couldn ’t deprive you of <= take away 
from you) your last few pence. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

derive /dr raw/ 

de rive from sth to come or develop from sth: 
The word history derives from the Latin word 
‘historia’ meaning story, o The criticism derives 
from a misunderstanding of our aims . 

^ v + prep 

deprive sth from sth 1 (formal) to get or obtain 
sth from sth: She derived a great deal of satisfac¬ 
tion from this achievement, tap pleasure, satis¬ 
faction, information, benefits 2 to obtain a 
substance from sth: These remedies are derived 
mainly from the natural world. 3 to come or 
develop from sth: The Rubik cube derives its 
name from its inventor, o The name of the moun¬ 
tain appears to be derived from an old Norse 
word. 113 name, word 

GEES In meanings 2 and 3, derive sth from sth is 
frequently used in the passive. 
v +n/pron + prep 

descend /di'send/ 

bo des cended from sb/sth to be related to sb 
who lived a long t ime ago: He da imed he was des¬ 
cended from the Vikings. 
foBj] ancestors, line, family 
be + v + prep 

des cend into sth to get into a very bad condi¬ 
tion or state: The situation has descended into 
total chaos, o There were fears that the country 
was descending into turmoil or even civil war 
v + prep 

des cend on sb/sth (also descend upon 
sb/sth more formal) 1 to arrive somewhere, espe¬ 
cially suddenly and unexpectedly and in large 
numbers: Dozens of police descended on the 
building, o (humorous) My sister and her family 
are descending on us this weekend. 2 to go 


towards sb/sth as if you are going to attack 
them/it: The mosquitoes descended on us as soon 
as night fell, o (humorous) A large woman in a 
hat urn descending on them. 
v + prep 

des cend to sth to do or say sth that makes 
people lose their respect for you: If you insult 
him back , you descend to h is level. 

MS) stoop to sth, stoop to doing sth 

0 v + prep 

despair /di'$pea(r); AmE di'sper j 

de spair of sb/sth; de spair of doing sth 

(formal or humorous) to feel that there is no hope 
that sb/sth will improve, get better, etc, or that 
sth will happen: / despair of you , Ian — act your 
age! o I’d begun to despair of ever seeing him 
again. 
v + prep 

detract/drtraekt/ 

de tract from sth (not usually used in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses) to make sth seem less good than it 
really is: These revelations should not detract 
from his achievements, o Her tattered clothes in 
no way detracted,from her beauty. 

ME) diminish sth 
v + prep 

devolve /dJ'volv; AmE - f va;lv/ 

devolve on/to/upon sb/sth (formal) (of work, 
duties, power or responsibility) to be given to a 
person or an organization by sb at a higher level 
of authority: All the responsibility has devolved 
upon him. o Additional powers will devolve to the 
regional governments. 
v + prep 

devolve sth to sb/sth to give work, duties, 
power or responsibility to sb with less authority 
than you: More powers are gradually being 
devolved to the regions. 
v +n/pron + prep 

devote /drvaut; AmE di'vout/ 

de vote sth to sb/sth; de vote sth to doing 

sth to give an amount of time, energy or atten¬ 
tion to sb/sth: He devoted his life to the struggle for 
justice . o She gave up work to devote more time to 
her children, o The museum is hosting an exhib¬ 
ition devoted to her work, o Several courses are 
devoted to improving customer care. 

(a§3 time, attention, energy, life, chapter 
^ v + n/pron + prep 

de vote yourself to sb/sth: de vote your¬ 
self to doing sth to spend a large part of your 
time, energy and attention on a particular activ¬ 
ity, especially sth good: After her marriage, she 
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disassociate 


couldn't devote herself totally to her music, o 
They had devoted themselves entirely to building 
up their business, 

4> v + pron + prep 

dial /'daial/ (A^.AmEA-) 

dial ‘in; .dial 'into sth (also .dial up sth) (com¬ 
puting) to make a connection between one com¬ 
puter and another using a telephone line; I dial 
in from my PC at home to get the files 1 need o 
Every time i try to dial into the Internet I can't get 
a connection, 

<§► v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.dial ‘out to make a call to sb outside the building 
you are in; You can’t dial out from that phone - ■ 
it’s for internal calls only, 

<f> v + adv 

.dial up sth; .dial it/them 'up 1 (AmE) to call 
sb/sth on the telephone: Would you dial up the 
doctor’s office for me? WIW> call sb/sth up; call 
sb/sth (AmE) 2 = dial into sth Customers can 
dial up the central computer from home and 
access the database. 

flfina A noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

4> v+adv + n * v + pron + adv 

dictate /dik'tert; AmE 'dikteit/ 

dictate to sb to give orders to sb, especially in a 
rude or aggressive way: You can’t dictate to 
people how they should live, o I’m not going to be 
dictated to by my lUtle brother! 

EEEB Dictate to sb can be used in the passive. 

4> v + prep 

diddle /'didi/ 

.diddle a'round (AmE, informal) to spend your 
time doing things that are not important: Stop 
diddling around and do some work! 

Vsyn) fiddle about/around (BrE), mess around 
4> v+adv 

die /dai/ (dies, dying, died, died) 

.die a way 1 (of a sound) to become so faint or 
weak that you can no longer hear it: The sound of 
the car engine died away o Her laughter died 
away when she sa w how angry he was , MS) fade 
away 2 (also .die 'out) (of rain, wind or a storm) 
to gradually become weaker and stop: The rain 
will largely die away overnight. 3 (of a feeling or 
an emotion) to gradually become weaker and 
disappear: The excitement over their affair soon 
died away >*vn> fade away 
4* v + adv 

.die back (also ,dle ’down) if a plant dies back, 
its leaves die, although the roots are still alive: 
The leaves die back in winter 
4^ v + adv 


.die 'down 1 (of a sound or flames) to gradually 
become less loud or strong: He waited for the 
applet use to die down, o Thefire had died down by 
the morning. 2 (of wind, rain or a storm) to grad¬ 
ually become less strong or violent: As it got 
dark, the wind died down. ME) subside 3 if 
something such as excitement or confusion dies 
down, it gradually becomes less: When all the 
fuss had died down, he just quietly went back 
home. HD subsided = die back 
4^ v + adv 

.die 'off if a group of people or animals die off, 
they die one by one over a short period of time 
until there are none left: The survivors are dying 
off daily. 

^v + adv 

.die 'out 1 if a family, race or species dies out, 
there are no longer any members left alive: There 
are several theories about why dinosaurs died out 
so suddenly, o Many plants and animals are in 
danger of dying out. MB) become extinct 2 (of 
a custom, tradition or skill) to no longer be used 
or practised: Many New Year and May Day cere¬ 
monies have virtually died out now. 3 - die away 
2 The outbreaks of rain will die out later in the 
day 
v + adv 

dig /dig/ (digging, dug, dug /dag/) 

.dig 'ini (informal) to begin to eat: Dig in while it’s 
hot! o As man as the food arrived he dug in hum 
grily MS) tuck in (especially BrE) Ptan Dig in 
is used especially to tell sb to start eating. 2 if 
soldiers dig in, they make a safe place in the 
ground and prepare for the enemy to attack: The 
troops dug in and organized their defences. 3 to 
wait for or deal with a difficult situation with 
great patience: Hospital workers dug in, prepared 
for a long battle with management over pay 
increases. 

<§► v+adv 

.dig 'In; ,dig Into sth (AmE, informal) to begin 
to do sth in a way that shows that you are deter¬ 
mined to continue or finish it, even if it is diffi¬ 
cult: He looked at the stack of work and dug in 
straight away o She dug into the reports and fin¬ 
ished them before the meeting. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,dlg sth 'in; .dig sth 'into sth 1 to push sth into 
sth: The bird dug its claws in and held onto its 
prey o She dug her nails into my arm. 2 to mix a 
substance into soil by digging: I've dug the 
fertilizer into the soil. 

4> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
EE) dig your 'heels/toes In to refuse to do sth or 

to change your ideas or plans: He dug his heels in 
and insisted she went with him . 


.dig yourself 'in; be dug in to make a safe place 
for yourself in the ground and prepare for the 
enemy to attack: They advanced a short distance 
and dug themselves in. 

BOBS Dig yourself in is used especially in the 
passive. The marines were dug in on the front line. 
+ pron + adv ♦ be + v + adv 

,d!g 'Into sth 1 (informal) to begin to eat in an 
enthusiastic way: They dug into the pizza hun¬ 
grily I§P tuck Into sth (especially BrE) 2 to 
examine sth carefully to find out information: ft 
isn’t a good idea to dig too deep into his past. 3 
(AmE. informal) - dig in, dig into sth 
v + prep 

(EES .dig (deep) Into your 'pocket(s>, 'savings, 
etc. to spend some of the money you have or 
have been saving: I'll have to dig into my savings 
to buy a new car, 'dig your 'hands Into your 
pockets to put your hands deep inside your 
pockets 

.dig sb/sth out; .dig sb/sth ‘out of sth to get 

sb/sth out of a place by digging the ground 
around them/it: It took them three hours to dig 
him out of the rubble, o The car was buried in 
snow and had to be dug out, 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.dig Sth 'out 1 (informal) to find sth that has been 
hidden or not used for a long time: He dug out the 
shoes he’d bought 20years before. MH> unearth 
sth (more formal) 2 (informal) to find out facts or 
information by searching or asking questions: / 
dug out some interesting facts and figures about the 
place. ME) hunt sth down/out; root sb/sth out 
4>v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
,dlg sth 'over to prepare the ground thoroughly 
for plants by digging the soil: The flower beds 
should be dug over in the spring. 

£s£9 ground, garden 
4>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.dig sth 'up 1 to break the ground into small 
pieces, especially before building sth, taking sth 
from underneath it, etc: Some Roman remains 
werefound under a car park which was being dug 
up. EEB road, garden 2 to remove sth from the 
ground by digging: Archaeologists have dug up 
some human remains, load weeds, roots MB 
unearth sth (more formal) 3 (informal) to dis¬ 
cover information about sb/sth by searching or 
asking questions: See what you can dig upon this 
man’s past. ME) unearth sth (moreformal) 

^v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

dine/dam/ 

‘dine on sth to eat a particular type of food: We 
dined on freshly-caught fish in a floating restaur¬ 
ant. o They dined on a diet of soup and bread. 

^ v+prep 


,d ine 'out < formal ) to have dinner away from your 
home, for example at a restaurant or in sb else’s 
home: We dined out every night when we stayed in 
Paris. 

MH> eat out (lessformal) 

<!► v+adv 

.dine 'out on sth (BrE, humorous) to tell people 
of something that has happened to you in order 
to impress them: She only actually said one sen¬ 
tence to Brad Pitt but she dined out on it for years. 
<Jy v + adv + prep 

dip /dip/ (-pp-) 

.dtp sth In/'into sth; ,dlp sth 'In to put sth very 
quickly into a liquid and take it out again: She 
dipped her toes cautiously into the sea. o She took 
off her shoes and cautiously dipi?ed a toe in. o The 
fruit had been dipped in chocolate. 

& v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + n/pnon + adv * v + adv + n 
.dip 'into sth 1 to read or watch only small parts 
of a book, magazine, programme, etc: I've only 
had time to dip into the report, o The continuous 
news services are intended for people to dip into. 
iQBji book, report 2 to put your hand into a con¬ 
tainer to take sth out of it She dipped into her 
purse and took out a coin. 

4* v + prep 

933 dip Into your 'pocket, 'savings, etc. to take 
an amount from money that you have been keep¬ 
ing or saving: They have dipped into their savings 
to pay for the shares. 

disagree /.diso’gri:/ 

disa gree with sb (not used in the progressive 
tenses ) if something such as food or the weather 
disagrees with you. It has a bad effect on you or 
makes you feel ill: I feel terrible something I ate 
must have disagreed with me. 

MH) upset sb 

EEIHNot agree with sb is used more often: 
Mushrooms don’t agree with me. 

see also agree with sa 
^v + prep 

disa gree with sth; disa’gree with doing 

sth to disapprove of sth and think it is bad or 
wrong: We totally disagree with the ban on fox 
hunting, o She disagrees with keeping animals 
locked up in cages. 

gjy] decision, statement, principle Mg) agree 
with sth, agree with doing sth 

4 v+prep 

disassociate /.disa'saujlert, -'sans-; AmE- 
'sou-/ 

.disassociate yourself from sb/sth (for¬ 
mal) = DISSOCIATE YOURSELF FROM SB/STH 
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dispose /di'speuz; AmE di'spouz/ 


disbelieve / ( disbi'li:v/ 

disbelieve in sb/sth to not believe that sb/sth 
exists: to disbelieve in Godfdevils 
EX3Q Not believe in sb/sth is used more frequently 
-eseeeAsoRKMBVE in sb/sth 
4^ v + prep 

discourse /distas; AmE -'korrs/ 

dis course (wtth sb) on sth (formal) to talk 
for a long time on a subject; to make a long 
speech about sth: He was able to discourse at 
great length on the problems of education. 

4^ v + prep 

dish /dij / 

,dish sth out (to sb) 1 (informal) to give sth out 
to large numbers of people or in large amounts: 
He’s always dishing out advice to people. ME) 
hand sth out (to sb) (moreformal) E83S3 In infor¬ 
mal spoken language dish sb out sth is also 
used: He dished me out a few vitamin pills , 2 to 
serve food to sb by putting it on plates: He’s busy 
dishing out the dinner. ME) servo sth (to sb) 
(moreformal) 

4 ^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
IBS ,dlsh It 'out (disapproving) to criticize sb or 
attack them: He was good at dishing it out. It was 
time he learned what it felt like. 

t dlsh 'up; ,dish sth 'up (BrE, informal) to serve 
food by putting it on plates: You pour the wine 
while I dish up. o Come and wash your hands — 
Em just going to dish up the dinner. 

MH> servo sth out; serve, serve sth (more 
formal) 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(less frequent) 

,dish 'up sth; ,dlsh It/diem up (informal) to 
present or offer sth to sb, usually sth not very 
good: She keeps on dishing up the same old jokes 
in her shows. 

MK> serve sth up 

m3 A noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

^ v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

dispense /dfspens/ 

di spense with sb/sth ( formal ) to get rid of sth; 
to stop using sb/sth because they/it are no longer 
necessary: The programme dispensed with its 
most popular presenter, o The spread of PCs has 
dispensed with the needfor typists. 

(351 services, need, requirement 

GOBI Dispense with sb/sth can be used in the 

passive: His services can now be dispensed with. 

& v + prep 


di spose of sb to defeat or kill sb: The league 
champions quickly disposed of the opposition. 
v + prep 

di spose of sb/sth (formal) to get rid of sb/sth 
that you do not want She tried to dispose of the 
evidence, o They decided to dispose of much of 
their property. 

(20 waste, property, assets 
Lima Dispose of sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: Ensure that all the waste is properly and 
safely disposed of 
4^ v + prep 

di spose of sth {formal) to successfully deal 
with or finish with a problem, etc: There just 
remains the matter of funding to dispose of. 

@13 problem, matter, argument MR) deal with 

sth (lessformal) 

n Dispose of sth can be used in the passive. 
4^ v + prep 

dissociate /di'souj iert, -'sails-; AmE -'sou-/ 
(also disassociate ^dise'saujiert, -'saus-; AmE - 
'sou-/) 

dis sociate yourself from sb/sth (formal) to 
say or do sth to show that you have no connection 
wtth sb/sth and do not support or agree with 
them/it: The President dissociated himself from 
the report. 

WE) associate yourself with sb/sth 

v + pron + prep 


dissolve into sth 1 to suddenly start to laugh 
or cry: They dissolved into fits of laughter o I dis¬ 
solved Into giggles. o When 1 mentioned his name, 
she dissolved, into teats, ra laughter, giggles, 
tears 2 to change gradually into a very bad state: 
His surprise slowly dissolved into fury. 

<*► v + prep 

dive /daiv/ (dived, dived , AmE also dove /daw; 
AmE doov /dived) 

,dive 'in; dive 'into sth t {informal) to start 
doing sth with enthusiasm and without stopping 
to think: She dived in with a question before I had 
finished speaking, o They had dived into the new 
business without thinking it through. 2 (infor¬ 
mal) to start eating with enthusiasm: As soon as 
the food was served, she dived in. 613 food, din¬ 
ner WE) dig in; dig into sth 
4$- v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'dive into sth to move your hand quickly into sth 
such as a pocket or bag to try to find sth: She 
dived into her handbag for the keys. 

&P bag, pocket 

4^ v + prep 


divest /dai'vest/ 

di vest sb/yourself of sth (formal) to take 
clothes off sb/yourself: He swiftly divested, him¬ 
self of his clothes. 

4^ v+n/pron + prep 

di vest sb/sth of sth (formal) to take sth away 
from sb/sth: The court order divests the company 
of all its assets. 

ME) strip sb/sth of sth (tessformal) 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

di vest yourself of sth (formal) to get rid of 

sth you no longer want or that is no longer use¬ 
ful: She managed to divest herself of the 
unwanted property. 

see a Ho divest sb/yourself ok sth 
4|> v + pron + prep 

divide /di'vaid/ 

di vide by sth if a number divides by another 
number, the second number is contained in the 
first an exact number of times: Does 612 divide by 
13? o 148doesn't divide by 12. 

^v+prep 

divide sth by sth if you divide a number by 
another number, you find out how many times 
the second number is contained in the first: 
What r s 48divided by 3? o 48 - 3 -16. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

divide into sth if a number divides into 
another number, it is contained in the second 
number a particular number of times: Does 300 
divide into 1270? 

^ v+prep 

di vide sth Into sth if you divide a number 
into another number you find out how many 
times the first number is contained in the sec¬ 
ond: Can you divide 300 into 1270? 

<$> v + n/pron + prop 

dl.vlde sth/sb 'off (from sth/sb) to separate two 
things or two people with a barrier such as a wall 
or fence; to form a barrier between two things or 
people: A fence divided off one side of the garden, 
o They put up a barrier to divide the women’s sec¬ 
tion off from the men’s. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

di.vide 'up; di.vide sb/sth up (into sth) to separ¬ 
ate, or to make sb/sth separate, into groups or parts: 
Divide up into two teams, o They divided the chil¬ 
dren up into groups, o Divide up your time so that 
you don 7 spend too long on any of the questions. 

^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv 

di vide sth 'up (among/between sb) to separate 
sth into parts and give one part to each of a num¬ 
ber of people: We divided the work up between 
us. o The money was divided up among all three 
winners. 

MU work, money, land 

4^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+n 


diSSOl VO /di'znlv; AmE -'zariv/ 


divOrCO /di'vois; Awi^di'vo:rs/ 

divorce sb/sth from sth to separate a person, 
an idea, a subject, etc. from sth; to keep two 
things separate: They believed that art should be 
divorced from politics, o When he teas depressed, 
he felt utterly divorced from reality. 

MH> separate sb/sth (from/and sth) 

4^ v + n/pron + prep 

divvy /'divi / (diwtes. divvying, divvied, 
divvied) 

,diwy sth 'up (informal, especially AmE) to div¬ 
ide or share sth, especially money; between a 
number of people: They divvied up the bill. 
foSJI money ME) share sth out (among/between 
sb) (more formal) 

4frv + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v+n + adv(rare) 

do /du; strong form du:/ (does /dAz/did /did/ 
done IdAtif) 

do a’way with sb/yourself (informal) to kill 
sb/yourself: She tried to do away with her self. 

4^ v + adv + prep 

do a'way with Sth (informal) 1 to get rid of sth; 
to stop doing or having sth; They’ve done away 
with the uniform at our school ME) abolish sth 
(moreformal) 2 to make sth no longer necessary: 
Computers have done away with a lot of the 
repetitive work. MD eliminate sth; end sth 
(both moreformal) 

Efcna Do away with sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: A lot of the paperwork could easily be done 
away with. 

<J> v +adv + prep 

,do sb 'down; ,do yourself down (BrE, infor¬ 
mal ) to criticize sb or yourself in a way that 
makes them/you appear more stupid or less able 
than they/you really are: Don’t do him down, he’s 
a good worker: o She’s a/ways doing hersef 
down. 

ME) put sb down, put yourself down (more 
formal) 

4^V+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ( lessfrequent) 

'do for sb/sth (BrE. informal ) to damage or des¬ 
troy sth; to injure or k 111 sb; to put sb/sth in a situ¬ 
ation so bad that they/it have no chance of 
returning to normal: The last bout of pneumonia 
nearly didfor her. 

^v+prep 

► ‘done for adj (informal) in serious trouble or 
danger; having no chance of succeeding at sth: If 
anyone recognizes us, we’re done for! (- we will 
not be able to escape and will be in trouble) o 
After three days trapped in the cave they thought 
they were done for (- they thought they would 
die), 

,do sb in ( informal) 1 if sth does you In, it 
makes you feel extremely tired; That's done me 
in, lifting all those boxes. 2 (also ,do yourself in) 
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{informal, especially BrE) to kill sb/yourself: 
When we split up I felt like doing myself in. o 
Does he get done in at the end of thefilm? 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adlv + n {rare) 

2 also v + pron +■ adv 

► done 'In ad) {informal) very tired: I felt abso¬ 
lutely done in by the end of the day / o Come and 
sit down —you look done in. 

,do sf h 'in {BrE, informal) to injure a part of your 
body: He did his back in playing tennis. 

4* v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (/ess frequent) 

IBS! do sb’s hood in (BrE, informal) to make you 
feel confused, upset and/or annoyed: Shut upl 
You ’re doing my head in. 
do yourself 'in -no sb in 2 
,do sth 'out {BrE, informal) to clean or paint and 
decorate a room, a house, etc: He’s done the whole 
house out in yellows and greens. o They had the 
hall done out in striped wallpaper. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,do sb 'out of sth {informal) to prevent sb from 
getting or keeping sth they ought to have, in an 
unfair or dishonest way: She tried to do me out of 
my inheritance, o The residents of the home have 
been done out of a lot of money. 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

,do sb 'over {BrE, informal) to attack sb and beat 
them severely: They threatened to do her over if 
she didn’t pay. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv v + adv + n 
,dO Sth 'over 1 {BrE, informal) to enter a house, 
flat/apartment, etc. by force and steal things 
from it: I got back to find the house had been done 
over. C0S3 In this meaning do sth over is fre¬ 
quently used in the passive. 2 (AmE) to do sth 
again: Your handwriting is too messy* you d bet¬ 
ter do it oner {= write it out again), o I’m glad the 
campaign was successful, but / wouldn’t want to 
do it over ME) do sth again; redo sth (more for¬ 
mal) 3 {AmE) to clean or paint and decorate a 
room, house, etc: They’ve done over the whole 
store. 

<§► 1,3 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
2 v + n/pron + adv 

,do 'Up; ,do sth 'up (especially BrE) to be fas¬ 
tened with buttons, straps, etc,; to fasten or close 
sth in this way: This skirt does up at the back . o 
Could you do up my dress? o I can *t do the zip up. 

120 jacket, buttons, zip MD fasten up, fasten 
sth up (BrE); fasten, fasten sth 
)Qpp> undo, undo sth 

4> v + adv * v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 
,do sth up 1 (in sth) to make sth into a parcel or 
package: She was carrying some books done up in 
brown paper 3Y9) wrap sth up (in sth) 2 {espe¬ 
cially BrE) to repair or decorate a room, a house, 


etc. to make it look better and more modern: 
They’re looking for an old house so that they can 
do it up. o We’re having the kitchen done up. (qbjI 
house ID fix sth up (especially AmE), decor¬ 
ate sth; renovate sth 
4* v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

,do yourself 'up {informal) to make yourself 
more attractive by putting on make-up, attract¬ 
ive clothes, etc: She spent hours doing herself up 
for theirfirst date, 

4> v + pron + adv 
'do with sb/sth 
^ v + prep 

\m be/have 'done with ft to finish dealing with 
sth unpleasant, especially as quickly as possible: 
Just tear up the contract and be done with it. I, 
you, etc. can’t/couldn’t be 'doing with sb/sth 
(BrE, informal) used to say that you do not like 
sb/sth and find them/it very annoying: I can’t be 
doing with people like that, o He couldn’t be doing 
with her untidiness . I, you, etc. could do with 
sth/st> used to say that you need or would like 
sth/sb: I could do with a drink! 

'do sth with sth used with negatives and in 
questions to talk about where sb has put sth: 
What have you done with my shoes? o l haven’t 
done anything with your keys (= I haven't moved 
them). 

<§► v + pron + prep 

'do sth with yourself used in questions to talk 
about how sb spends their time: She doesn’t know 
what to do with herself while they re a t school. 

^ v + pron + prep + pron 

( do with out: do with'out sb/sth to manage 
without sb/sth: If you can’t afford a cat; you’ll 
just have to do without, o / could do without {- l 
wish I didn’t have) all this hassle. 

MD go without, go without sth 
v+adv ♦ v + prep 

dob /dob; AmE da:b/ (-bb-) 

,dob sb 'In (to sb) ( informal ) to tell sb about sth 
bad that another person has done: Kay wasn’t 
sure who had dobbed her in to the teachers. 

<*► v + n/pron + adv 

dole IdmhAmEdoolf 

.dole sth 'out (to sb) (informal) to give money, 
food, etc. to a group of people: She quickly doled 
out the food, o The money was doled out to them 
on a week ly basis. 

IM2 money, bread, etc. 

4> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n+adv {less 
frequent) 


doll /dDl; AmEdc:l/ 

doll yourself 'up (in sth) (informal) to make 
yourself look attractive by putting on fashion¬ 
able clothes, doing your hair, etc: Every Friday 
she dolls herself up and goes out to a nightclub. 

4^ v + pron + adv 

be/get .dolled 'up (In sth) {informal) to be/get 
ready for a special occasion by putting on fash¬ 
ionable clothes, doing your hair, etc: She was all 
dolled up in a black dress and pearls. o I got 
dolled up for the party 
be/get + v + adv 

dopo /daup: AmE doup / 

be/get .doped ’up {informal, especially AmE) to 
be in a state where you cannot think clearly or 
act normally because you are under the influ¬ 
ence of drugs: Some of the patients were kept 
doped up most of the time. 
be/get+v + adv 

dose /daus; AmE dous / 

dose sb/yourself 'up (with sth) to give sb/your¬ 
self a large amount of a medicine: She dosed him 
up with aspirin and sent him to bed, 

Minin Dose sb/yourself is used more often with 
the same meaning, 

^ v +n/pron + adv 

doss /dos; AmE da:s/ 

,doss aboutaround {BrE, informal) to spend 
your time doing nothing or very little: Everyone 
dosses about in geography classes, o He just 
dossed around for a year before he got a job 
4> v + adv 

.doss 'down {BrE, informal) to sleep on the floor 
or somewhere uncomfortable because you have 
nowhere else to sleep: We dossed down on Tony’s 
floor after the party. 

WnD bed down ( BrE , more formal) 

gran Doss is sometimes used with the same 

meaning. 

0 v+adv 

dot /dot; AmEdcctf (-tt-) 

be .dotted a'bout/a’round; be .dotted 
a bout/a round sth {especially BrE) if things 
or people are dotted about/around, they are in 
several different places over an area; A few farms 
were dotted about in the valley. 

0 be + v + adv ♦ be + v + prep 

'dot A on/over B; 'dot B with A to spread very 
small amounts of sth in different places on a sur¬ 
face: Dot the suncream on your face in tiny quan¬ 
tities and rub it in well o Dot the top of the cake 
with small sweets. 

& v + n/pron + prep 


be 'dotted with sth if an area is dotted with 

things or people, they are spread around in sev¬ 
eral places: The hillside was dotted with houses. 
be + v + prep 

dot0 /daut; AmE do at/ 

'dote on Sb (also 'dote upon sb more formal) to 
feel or show very great love for sb and ignore 
their faults: They dote on their daughter. 

BOD] daughter/child/mothor, etc. 

KMl* Dote on/upon sb can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: He was doted on (by his sisters). 

<£■ v + prep 

double /'tUbi/ 

'double as sth; .double 'up as sth to have a 
second function in addition to the main use: The 
garage doubles as his workshop, o The school sec¬ 
retary doubled up as the nurse. 

<£► v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

.double 'back (on yourself, Itself, etc.) to turn 
around and go back in the direction you have 
come from: The road ahead wasJlooded so we had 
to double back to find another way around, o The 
line of trees doubles back on itself at a bend in the 
rivet: 

4^ v + adv 

.double over; .double sb 'over = double 

UP/OVKR, DOUBLE SB UP/OVKK (IN/WITH STH) 

.double sth 'over to bend or fold sth in the mid¬ 
dle: Use an A4 sheet doubled over. 

4^ v +n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.double 'up 1 (with sb/on sth) to form pairs in 
order to share sth: We’ve only got one room left; 
you’ll have to double up with Peter, o There irnre 
enough guitarists to double up on parts (= two 
played each part). 2 (on sth) {rare) to do sth in 
addition to your main role: The band are looking 
for a singer who can double up on guitar ( who 
can also play the guitar). 

^ v + adv 

.double 'up as sth - double as sth. double up 

AS STH 

.double upTover (in/with sth); .double sb up/ 
'over (in/with sth) to bend your body suddenly or 
quickly because you are in pain, for example; to 
make sb bend their body in this way: He doubled up 
inf with pain, o She doubled up with laughter, o The 
punch hit him in the stomach, doubling him over. 

^ v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv * v+adv + n (rare) 

doze /deoz; AmE douz/ 

.doze 'off to go to sleep, especially during the day: 
He dozed off during the film, o I must have dozed 
off for a few minutes because I didn’t hear her 
come in. 

ME) nod off (informal) 

4^ v+adv 
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draft (also draught especially BrE) /draift.; 
AmEdr&ftj 

( draft sb in; .draft sb into stti to choose 
people and send them somewhere for a special 
task: Extra police are being drafted in to control 
the crowds, o Williams was drafted into the team 
to play France. 

4* v+adv + n * v+pron + adv * v + n + adv {lessfre¬ 
quent) * v+n/pron + prep 

drag /draeg/ <-gg-) 

drag sb/sth/yourself a way (horn sb/sth) to 

make sb or yourself stop doing sth when 
they/you do not really want to: She was enjoying 
herself at the party so much, I couldn't drag her 
away, o 1 find it difficult to drag myself away 
from my computer, o He couldn't drag his eyes 
away from herface. 

MS) tear sb/sth/yourself away (from sb/sth) 

4> v + n/pron + adv 

.drag sb/sth 'down 1 (to sth) to bring sb down to 
a lower standard of behaviour, or a lower social 
or economic level: I'm worried the other children 
will be dragged down to his level (= because his 
behaviour is so had). 2 to make sb feel depressed 
or weak: Her parents’ constant criticism began to 
drag her down. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n {lessfrequent) 
.drag sb/sth In; .drag sb/sth into sth 1 to 

make sb or sth become involved in a difficult or 
unpleasant situation when they do not want to 
be involved: When violence breaks out in the 
streets, innocent people are always dragged in. o 
Don’t drag me into your argument! JWm Involve 
sb (In sth) (more formal) 2 to start talking about 
a person or a subject that has nothing to do with 
what is being talked about: Do you have to drag 
politics into every conversation? 

4^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n * v+n/pron + prep 
.drag sb ‘off (to sth/...) to take sb somewhere by 
force: I was dragged off to the head teacher's 
office. 

<$► v + n/pron + adv 

.drag ‘on (disapproving) to progress very slowly 
and take too long: The day dragged on intermin¬ 
ably. o Negotiations between the two sides 
drag ged on through the summer. 

USES months, time, meeting, negotiations 
4> v + adv 

.drag sth 'out to make sth last longer than it 
shou Id: She dragged the meeting out for as long as 
possible. 

MS> prolong sth (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.drag sth 'out of sb to make sb give you infor¬ 
mat ion they do not want to give you: They eventu¬ 
ally dragged a confession out of her. 

EES3 confession, truth 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.drag sth 'up to mention in a conversation an 
unpleasant fact from the past that sb would pre¬ 
fer to forget: It all happened years ago. There’s no 
point dragging it upnow. o She’s dragged up that 
story just to embarrass me. 

ME) bring sth up 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

dragoon /dra’gum/ 

dra goon sb into sth; dra goon sb into 
doing sth (written or humorous) to force sb to 
do sth that they do not want to do: We were drag¬ 
ooned into the football team. 
iMu Dragoon sb into sth/into doing sth is 
usually used in the passive. 

4> v + n/pron + prep 

drain /drem/ 

.drain a way (of feelings or colours) to disappear 
gradually: As she lay in the warm bath all the ten¬ 
sion drained away, o The colour had drained 
away from herface. 

ISO anger MH> fade 

0 v + adv 

.drain a way/ off; .drain sth a way/ off (from 

sth) if a liquid drains away/off, or sb drains it 
away/off. it flows away: The water drained away 
down the plughole, o / drained the water away 
and hung up the blouse to dry o (figurative) Fay¬ 
ing for private education for the children ms 
draining away their resources. 

4^ v + adv • v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

draw /dro:/ (drew /dru:/drawn /drain/) 

.draw 'back 1 to move away from sb/sth, espe¬ 
cially sb/sth that makes you feel frightened: She 
drew back from the window in case anyone saw 
her. 2 (from sth/from doing sth) to decide not to do 
sth, because you are afraid of what might hap¬ 
pen: The government has drawn back from mak¬ 
ing a commitment to reform the voting system. 

4^ v + adv 

.draw sth 'down (AmE, business) to reduce the 
amount of sth, especially money by using it and 
spending it; Higher production costs will draw 
down cash gains from rising farm prices. 

toad hinds 

v + adv + n ♦ v+ n/pron + adv 

'draw sth from sth to get sth from a particular 
source: Many artists and poets have drawn their 
inspiration from the landscape, o At times of cri¬ 
sis, we drew strength from each other 
Inspiration, comfort, support 
^ v+ n/pron + prep 

.draw ‘In (BrE) {usually used in the progressive 
tenses ) when even ings or nights are drawing in, 
it is gradually becoming darker earlier in the 
evening because winter is coming: The nights 


S3 


are drawing in fast now . o Evening was already 
drawing in. o It was the end of September and the 
days had begun to draw in. 

Tsyw) close in ME) draw out (BrE) 

4^ v + adv 

.draw 'in; .draw Into sth (especially BrE) if a 
train draws in, or draws into a station, it slowly 
enters a station and stops at the platform; The 
tendon train drew in late, o I got to the platform 
just as the train was drawing into the station. 

ME) pull in, pull into sth 
Tam draw out, draw out of sth 
4> v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.draw sb 'in; .draw sb into sth; .draw sb 
'into doing sth to make sb become involved or 
take part in sth, although they do not want to: I 
didn’t like the book when / started it, but the 
strange story soon drew me in. o I refuse to be 
drawn into this argument. 

Eobj] conversation, discussion, argument, situ¬ 
ation MS) Involve sb (In sth) 

EElHThis phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

4^ v +n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 

.draw sth 'In if you draw in a breath, you breathe 
deeply or quickly: She drew in a deep breath at the 
magical sight of the city below, o He drew in his 
breath sharply 
top only a/your, etc. breath 
4* v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.draw sth 'off to remove some liquid from a 
larger amount: He drew off a glass of beer. 

4> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.draw 'on (of a time or a season) to slowly pass: As 
night drew on, it became clear he wasn’t coming 
4^ v + adv 

'draw on sth 1 (also 'drew upon sth more for¬ 
mal) to use sth that you have or that is available 
to help you do sth: The assignment asked us to 
draw on our experiences while we were in Eng¬ 
land. o I’ll ham to draw on my savings to pay for 
the car. [§I3 experience, work, resources, sav¬ 
ings, tradition ™ Draw on/upon sth can be 
used in the passive in this meaning: Sections of 
the book should be drawn on as required. 2 if you 
draw on a cigarette or a pipe, etc. you breathe 
smoke into your mouth from it: He drew on his 
cigar. cigar, cigarette, pipe 
4* v + prep 

.draw 'out (BrE) (usually used in ike progressive 
tenses) when evenings or nights are drawing 
out, it is gradually becoming lighter for longer 
in the evening because spring is coming: After 
March the evenings started drawing out. 

ME) draw In (BrE) 

^ v + adv 


.draw 'out; .draw "out of sth (especially BrE) if 
a train draws out or draws out of a station, it 
begins to move and slowly leaves the station: I 
arrived in time to see the train drawing out . o The 
train drew slowly out of the station. 

T5W> pull out, pull out of sth 
ME) draw in, draw Into sth 
v + adv * v + adv + prep 

.draw sb "out to encourage sb who is shy to talk 
freely: I tried to draw him out on the subject of his 
life in Africa. 

0 v + rVpron+adv 

.draw sth 'out to make sth such as a meeting or 
an event last longer than usual or longer than it 
should: They drew the interview out to over an 
hour, o The process is likely to be drawn out over 
several months. 

4> v+rVpron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
► drawn-out (also Jong-drawrvout. long- 
drawn less frequent) adj lasting longer than you 
expect or too long: The negotiations were difficult 
and drawn-out o It was another long-drawn-out 
meeting 

.draw sth 'out; .draw sth 'out of sth to take 
money out of a bank account: How much money 
did you draw out? o Several thousand pounds 
had been drawn out of the account, 

MH> take sth out, take sth out of sth; with¬ 
draw sth (from sth) (more formal) 

4» v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.draw 'up; .draw sth/sb/yourself up to come 
to a stop; to make sth/sb/yourself .stop: A taxi 
drew up outside, o He drew the car up at the front 
door, o He was walking towards the door when a 
loud knock drew him up sharply. 

HZE) pull up; pull sb up; pull yourself up 
-* see also draw yourself up 
4> v +adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.draw sth up 1 to make or write sth that needs 
careful planning: My solicitor is drawing up the 
contract, o Clear guidelines need to be drawn up. 
o We 'ue drawn up a plan of action. BPbD contract, 
agreement, plan ID formulate sth (more for¬ 
mal) 2 to bring sth nearer to sb/sth: She drew up 
another chair and sat with them, o He drew his 
knees up to his chest M2 chair, knees MD pull 
sth up 

4> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.draw yourself 'up to stand up very straight so 
that you are as tall as possible: She drew herself 
up to her full height , hands on hips, and glared 
at me. 

MS) pull yourself up 

+ seeal$o draw up, draw sb/sth/yourself up 
v + pron+adv 

'draw upon sth = draw on sth 1 





dream 


84 


drop by 


dream /drirm/ (dreamt, dreamt /dremt/ or 

dreamed, dreamed) 

,dream sth a way to spend time in a lazy way 
thinking about things you would like to do but 
not actually doing anything: She dreamt her life 
away, never really achieving anything. 

H3 life 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

'dream of sth 

^ v + prep 

m wouldn’t dream of sth/of doing sth used to 
emphasize the fact that you would not even think 
about doing sth: ‘Don't go without me, willym?’! 
wouldn’t dream of it!' 

► undreamed of adj much more or much bettor 
than you thought was possible: undreamed-of 
happiness 

,dream 'on {spoken, informal ) used to tell sb that 
you are certain that what they have just said will 
not happen: You want a pay rise? Dream on! 

Q v + adv 

( dream sth 'up ( informal) to have an idea or 
think of a plan, especially one that is not very 
practical: The scheme was dreamed up by a local 
businessman, o Trust you to dream up a crazy 
idea like this! 

£13 idea, scheme 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv {rare) 

dredge /dred 3 / 

.dredge sth 'up (usually disapproving) “l to men¬ 
tion sth that sb has forgotten or wants to forget 
because it is unpleasant or embarrassing: She 
always dredges up that embarrassing story £13 
the past 2 to remember sth or to do sth with d if¬ 
ficulty: She was dredging up the little she knew 
about babies, o He managed to dredge up a smile , 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

dress /dros / 

.dress 'down (in sth) to wear clothes that are less 
formal than those you usually wear or those that 
are usually worn in a particular situation: He 
deliberately dressed down for the party, o More 
and more people are dressing down for the office 
these days. 

EjED dress up (in sth) 
v + adv 

.dress sb 'down to criticize sb angrily for sth 
wrong that they have done: The sergeant dressed 
down the new recruits. 

^v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 

► .dressing- down n [sing,J (old-fashioned, infor¬ 
mal) an occasion when sb speaks angrily to a 
person because they have done sth wrong 


.dress 'up (as sb/sth), .dress sb/yourself up 

(as sb/sth) to put on special clothes in order to 
pretend to be sb else: The kids love dressing up. o 
They dressed themselves up as cartoon characters, 
o (BrE) dressing-up clothes o (AmE) dress-up 
clothes 

v + adv * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n(/ess 
frequent) 

.dress 'up (in sth), .dress yourself up (in sth) 

to wear special or more formal clothes than you 
usually do or than those usually worn in a par¬ 
ticular situation: Don ’t bother to dress up—come 
as you are . o She dressed herself up in a grey suit 
for the court appearance. 

1MB dress down (in sth) 

GEH3 Do not confuse this phrasal verb with get 
dressed or dress, dress sb/yourself, which just 
mean ‘to put on clothes': ! jumped out of bed and. 
got dressed quickly 
^ v+adv ♦ v + pron + adv 

.dress sth 'up (as sth) to make sth seem different 
or better than it really is by the way that you 
present it: You ’re sacking me, Don’t try to dress it 
up as a career move. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

drift /drift./ 

.drift a’part to become less close or less friendly 
with sb: Over they ears we just drifted apart. 

<f> v + adv 

.drift off to fall asleep: She soon drifted off. o I 
drifted off to sleep on the sofa while I was watch¬ 
ing the football. 

MS) doze off 

v + adv 

drill /dni/ 

.drill sth 'into sb to make sb learn or understand 
sth by repeating it frequently: We had multiplica¬ 
tion tables drilled into us at school, o There’s no 
need to drill things into them — they’ll learn as 
they go along. 

ME) drum sth Into sb 

[230 Drill sth into sb is often used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

drink /dxrqk/ (drank /draeqk/, drunk/dr a uk/) 

.drink sth 'down to drink all of sth quickly: He 
filled a cup with mid water and drank it down in 
one gulp. 

$ v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.drink 'in sth; .drink it/them 'in to look at, lis¬ 
ten to or experience sth with great pleasure and 
interest: She wandered the streets, drinking in the 
atmosphere, o We sat gazing at the view, drinking 
it all in. 

£13 sight, view, atmosphere, beauty 


hhh A noun must always follow in, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and in. ♦ Drink 
in sth can not be used in the passive, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

'drink to sb/sth to wish sb/sth good luck, success 
or happiness, by raising your glass and then 
drinking: They all drank to the couple’s health. o 
Things can only get better ’ Til drink to that!’ 

ME) toast sb/sth 

^v+prep 

.drink 'up; .drink sth 'up to finish all of a drink: 
Drink up. It’s time to go. o Drink your milk up 
it’s good for you. 

EFOT Drink sth up is not used in the passive. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

drive /draiv/ (drove /drauv; AmE droov/, 
driven /'drrvn/) 

'drive at Sth to try to express or say sth: I’m- not 
sure I understand what you’re driving at. o 
What’s he driving at? 

IMS) get at sth 

USm Drive at sth is only used in the progressive 
tenses and in direct or indirect questions with 
1 what. 
v + prep 

.drive a'way/ off; .drive sb/sth a'way/'off (of 

a car or a driver) to go away in a veliicle; to take 
sb away in a vehicle: The cab drove slowly away 
o There’s someone to drive your car away and 
park it. o They were driven away in a police van. 
4? v+adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.drive sb/sth a way (from sth) to make sb not 
want to go to a particular place or be with a par¬ 
ticular person; to make sb/sth leave a place: Ris¬ 
ing prices are driving our customers away, o His 
temper and his violent behaviour have driven all 
his family away 
£13 business, customers 
0 v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
.drive 'off (in golf) to hit the ball to begin a game 
^ v + adv 

.drive 'off; .drive sb/sth 'off - drive away/ofk, 
drive sb/sth away/off The van drove off at high 
speeds o The car was driven off at speed, o Then 
he drove her off to the airport. 

.drive sb/sth 'off; .drive sb/sth 'off sth to 
force sb/sth to move away from a particular 
place: The army was driven off by the fierce 
attacks of the rebels, o We were driven off the 
island by the new owner. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n * v+n/pron + prep 
.drive 'on to continue driving either without stop¬ 
ping or after stopping for a short time: We drove 
on until we came to an open square full of cafes. o 
Paula stopped to let Philip out of the car before 
driving on, 

& v+adv 


.drive sb/sth 'out; .drive sb/sth 'out of sth to 

make sb/sth leave or disappear: They’re hoping 
that their competitive prices will drive out the 
rival company o They tried to dri ve her out of the 
village. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

drOlie /draon; Am£droon/ 

.drone 'on (about sth) to talk about sth for a long 
time in a boring way: I nearly fell asleep while he 
was droning on! o She droned on for hours about 
the uses of the present tense. 

# v + adv 

drool /dru:l/ 

'drool over sb/sth to look at sb/sth in a way that 
shows you like and admire or want them/it, often 
in a silly or exaggerated way: He was drooling all 
over you at the party! o The boys drooled over the 
sports cars in the showroom. 

$ v + prep 

drop /drop; AmE drcup / (-pp-) 

.drop a'round(Am£) = drof by 
.drop sth a'round (AmE) - drop sth round 
.drop a'way (especially BrE) 1 if the ground 
drops away, it slopes down steeply away from 
where you are: The seabed suddenly dropped 
away and I was ivaist deep in the water. 2 to 
become less strong or disappear: He felt his dark 
mood dropping a way. 

$ v + adv 

.drop 'back if a person in a group drops back, 
they move to a position farther back behind 
other people, often because they are not able to 
stay at the front: The original leader in the ram 
has now dropped back to third place. 

ME) fall back 
0 v+adv 

.drop be'hfnd; .drop behind sb/sth if sb 

drops behind or drops behind sb/sth, they 
move to a position behind other people: He 
dropped behind to walk with Sam. o We cannot 
afford to drop behind our competitors. 

ME) fall behind, fall behind sb/sth 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.drop 'by (c/50 .drop 'round BrE, .drop a round 

AmE) (informal) to pay a short, informal visit to 
sb, often without arranging this in advance: I 
just dropped by to check you were OK. o I’m drop¬ 
ping round to Kate ’$ later. 

ME) call by (especially BrE), stop by 
see also drop in (on sb/at...), drop into sth; 
DROP OVER 
^ v+adv 

.drop sth 'by (AmE) = drop sth in (to sb/sth), 

DROP STH INTO STH 





drop in 


dump on 
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.drop ‘in(on sb/at...), .drop 'Into sth (informal) 
to pay a short, informal visit to sb t often without 
arranging this in advance: Drop in any time 
you’re passing, o She drops in on her parents at 
least once a week . o I dropped into the coffee shop 
for a quick drink on my way home . 
cad in 

-» see also drop by 
<*> v + adv ♦ v+prep 

► drop-in adj [only before noun] used to describe 
a place where you can go without mailing an 
appointment: a drop-in centre!surgeryfcl ink 

drop sb/yoursoff ‘in It (BrE, informal) to put sb 
in a difficult or embarrassing situation: She got 
herself out of trouble by dropping iMura in it 
<*► v + n/pron + prep + it 

.drop sth In (to sb/sth), .drop sth ‘into sth 

(especially BrE) (AmE usually .drop sth ’by) 
(informal) to deliver sth, especially when you are 
on the way to somewhere else: She dropped the 
report in on her way out o I’ll drop a note in to 
you when I know the arrangements, o Could you 
drop my coat into the cleaner s on your way to 
work? o ril drop the brochures by later. 

<|y v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
.drop 'into sth = drop in (on sb/at...),drop into 
sth 

.drop sth Into sth drop sth in (to sb/sth), 

DROP STH INTO STH 

.drop ‘off i (informal especially BrE) to fail into a 
light sleep: He’s always dropping off in front of 
the TV. JsyS) doze off; nod off (informal) 2 if a 
number, an amount or a quality drops off, it 
decreases: The numbers applying for member¬ 
ship have dropped off sharply. HyI) fall off 
^ v + adv 

► 'drop-off (in sth) n a decrease: Managers are 
concerned by a recent dropoff in sales. 

see also drop-off at drop sb/sth off 
.drop sb/sth ‘off to stop and let sb get out of a car, 
etc,; to deliver sth to a place, often when you are 
on the way to somewhere else: Could you drop me 
off at the station ?o I’m going past Jan's house — 
I could drop the cake off o She dropped off some 
clothes at the dry-cleaner’s. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
v 'drop-off n a place where vehicles can stop for 
people to get out, or where sth can be left; the 
action of doing this: It is easier to get a taxi at pas¬ 
senger drop-off points than at flight arrival 
stands. 

see also drop-off at drop off 
.drop ‘out; .drop 'out of sth t to stop taking 
part in an activity, being a member of a group, 
etc: Several members of the team had to drop out 
at the last minute, o She had to drop out of the 
race half way through, o The company had to 
drop out of the deal due to rising costs. MH> pull 


out, pull out of sth; withdraw (from sth) (more 
formal) 2 to leave school, college, un iversity etc. 
without finishing your studies: She dropped out 
of college after only a few weeks, o Many students 
drop out or fail because they’re not enjoying the 
course. 3 to reject the accepted ideas, morals and 
values of society: There’s a danger that when 
people lose their jobs they drop out (of society ) 
altogether. 

0v+adv * v+adv+prep 
► 'dropout n la person who leaves school, col¬ 
lege or university before they have finished their 
studies: He might be a college dropout but he’s 
made a fortune in business, o There is a high 
dropout rate from some college courses. 2 
(usually disapproving, especially BrE) a person 
who rejects the accepted ideas, morals and val¬ 
ues of society: Many of the town 's dropouts hang 
around the square, 

.drop 'over (especially AmE) to visit sb for a short 
time at their home, without arranging a time in 
advance: / think I’ll just drop over to Jim’s for a 
while, o Why don’t you drop over this evening? 
HxH> pop over/round 
-* see also drop by 
v + adv 

.drop round (BrE) = drop by 

.drop sth 'round (BrE) (AmE .drop sth a round) 

(informal) to deliver sth to sb's home, etc: I’ll 
drop those papers round la ter. 

-+see also drop sth in (to sb/sth), drop sth 

INTO STH 

^v+n/pron + adv 

drown /draun/ 

.drown sb/sth ‘out if a sound drowns out 
sb/sth, it is so loud that they/it cannot be heard: 
The music was playing at full volume, drowning 
out conversation, o Her reply was drowned out by 
a passing motorbike. 

[gMgH noise, sound, roar, music 
BEBB Drown sb/sth can also be used with the 
same meaning: Her voice was drowned by the 
crashing waves. 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv(fess 
frequent) 

drum /dr Am/ (-mm-) 

.drum sth 'into sb to make sb remember sth by 
repeating it often: He drummed road safety into 
them before letting them out on their bicycles . o 
Traditional values were drummed into him from 
an early age . o / had it drummed into me that I 
shouldn’t talk to strangers. 

drill sth Into sb 
<£► v + n/pron + prep 

.drum sb 'out; .drum sb 'out of sth to force sb 
to leave a group or an organization, usually 


because they have done sth wrong: He was 
drummed out of the dub. 

WfW> throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
v + n/pron + adv * v+n/pron + adv + prep 
.drum sth 'up to work hard to get sth: We’re 
launching a campaign to drum up more business. 
o We couldn't drum up enough cash to keep the 
club going. 

[M3 business, support, customers 

<|>v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

dry /drai / (dries, drying, dried, dried) 

.dry off; .dry sb/sth 'off; .dry yourself 'off to 

become dry; to make sb/sth/yourself dry: We lay 
beside the pool to dry off in the sun. o You can use 
this towel to dry yourself off o I dried the car off 
with a soft cloth. 

v + adv * v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+n 
.dry 'out; ,dry sb ‘out(informal) to receive treat¬ 
ment to help you stop drinking alcohol or taking 
drugs; to cure sb of drinking too much alcohol or 
of taking drugs: She went into a clinic to dry out. 
<!► v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
,dry 'out; .dry sth 'out to become very or too 
dry; to make sth become very or too dry: Water 
the pla nt regularly and dun't lei the soil dry out . o 
The wind and the sun had dried out my skin. 

<§► v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.dry 'up 1 if a supply of sth dries up, it is no 
longer available: The plan was abandoned when 
the money dried up. HUbjI investment, supply, 
funds TO run cut 2 ( informal ) to stop talking 
suddenly because you cannot remember what to 
say next or are very nervous: She dried up during 
the second act. o I just dried up halfway through 
the interview. 3 (informat) used to tell sb rudely 
to be quiet or stop talking 
❖ v+adv 

.dry 'up; .dry sth 'up 1 if a river or a lake, etc. 
dries up, or sth dries it up, it becomes com¬ 
pletely dry: The well dried up for the first time in a 
century, o The sun dried up all the puddles . 2 
(BrE. informal ) to dry dishes after they have 
been washed: I’ll dry up if you wash the dishes, o 
He dried all the dishes up and put them away. 
rcran Dry and dry sth are also used with this 
meaning. 

<£► v + adv * v+adv + n * v+pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv 
(rare) 

► .dried 'up adj 1 completely dry: They camped 
in a dried-up river bed, 2 [only before nounl (dis¬ 
approving) (of a person) old, with many folds 
and l ines on the skin, small and usually bitter or 
bad-tempered: The librarian was a dried-up, bit¬ 
ter old man. 

► .drying 'up n [U] (BrE, informal) the act of dry¬ 
ing dishes after they have been washed: to do the 
drying up 


duCk/dAk / 

.duck 'out; .duck out of sth; .duck 'out of 
doing sth (informal) to avoid a responsibility 
or duty, especially an unpleasant one; She ducked 
out of visiting him in hospital, o You have to go, 
so don’t try ducking out. 

GEE Duck can be used with an object with the 
same meaning: Don’t try to duck the issue. 

<fy v+adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

dtlde/du:d/ 

dude yourself 'up (AmE, slang) to make your¬ 
self more attractive and try to impress people by 
wearing expensive or special clothes: He really 
duded himself up for the party 
v+pron + adv 

duff/dAf/ 

.duff sb 'up (BrE, informal) to hit or kick sb 
severely: A couple of guys duffed him up. 

TO beat sb up 

v + n/pron + adv 

duke /djuik; AmE du:k/ 

.duke it 'out (wtth sb) (AmE, slang ) to fight with 
sb using your hands tightly closed: You can’t set¬ 
tle every argument by duking it out. o ( figurative ) 
You ’U ham to duke it out over the last cookie. 
v + it + adv 

dumb /dam/ 

.dumb ‘down; .dumb sth ‘down (disapprov¬ 
ing) to make sth too simple and therefore less 
accurate and of poorer quality, by trying to make 
it easier for people to understand: The pro¬ 
gramme producers claimed they had to dumb 
down. o The new producer has really dumbed the 
show down. 

^►v + adv ♦ v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► .dumbing ‘down n [U] the act or policy of mak¬ 
ing sth too simple and therefore less accurate 
and of poorer quality 

dummy /' dAini/ (dummies, dummying, 
dummied, dummied) 

.dum my 'up (AmE) to say nothing: If he dummies 
up, just try a little persuasion. 

WE> clam up 
<£■ v + adv 

dump/dAmp/ 

‘dump on sb (slang) 1 to treat sb unfairly, espe¬ 
cially by giving them too much to do or unpleas¬ 
ant tasks: The boss dumps on Jane and she dumps 
on the junior staff. 2 (AmE) to criticize sb and 





dump on 


make them feel unimportant or stupid: Quit 
dumping on me, I’m trying my best. 
uciia Dump op sb can be used in the passive: 
Why do I always get dumped on? 

^ v + prep 

'dump on sb; dump sth on sb (slang, espe¬ 
cially AmE) to tell sb all your problems: He 
dumps on me every time she throws himout. o She 
keeps phoning me and dumping all her problems 
on me. 

fjyv + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
dUSt/dAst/ 

.dust sb/sth 'down (BrE) = dust sb/stii off. 

DUST YOURSELF OFF 

,dust sth 'down (BrE) = dust sth off 
.dust yourself 'down (BrE) 1 = dijst sb/sth 

OFF, DUST YOURSELF OFF 2 = DUST YOURSELF OFF 

,dust sb/sth off; dust yourself 'off (BrEalso 
.dust sb/sth down, ,dust yourself down) to 

remove the dust or dirt from sb/sth/yourself, for 
example with your hand or a brush: She stood up 
and dusted herself down. 

■* see also dust yourself off 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.dust Sth 'off (BrE also ,dust sth 'down) to bring 
sth out after it has not been used for a long time 
and start to use it again: The government is dust- 
ing ojj its plans for offshore gas and oil explor¬ 
ation. o Some of their early songs have been 
brought out and dusted down for re-release. 

❖ v + adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv * v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 

t dust yourself off (BrE also .dust yourself 

’down) to recover after a difficult or unpleasant 
experience and begin again: After every disap¬ 
pointment I just dust myself down and start 
again. 

■* see also dust sb/sth off, dust yourself off 
^ v+pfon+adv 

dwell /dwel/ (dwelt, dwelt or dwelled, 
dwelled) 

'dwell on sth (also dwell upon sth more formal) 

1 to think or talk about sth for too long, espe¬ 
cially sth unpleasant: It‘s time you stopped dwell¬ 
ing on the past. M3 the pest, problems 2 
(literary) to look at sth for a long time: He smiled, 
his eyes dwelling on her face. 
v + prep 



easez 

.ease 'back 1 (business ) if profits, prices, etc. 
ease back, they become a little lower, especially 
after they have been high: The company's profits 
eased back fivm £15.1 million to £14.7 million, 2 
(on sth) if somebody eases back, they go a little 
slower; do sth with a little less energy, are less 
strict, etc. than before: The team played aggres¬ 
sively in the first half of the game, but were able to 
ease back in the second, o The government should 
ease back on farming restrictions. 

0 v + adv 

.ease back into sth; .ease sb/yourself 
'back into sth to gradually become familiar 
again with sth you have not done for some time; 
to help sb become familiar again with sth they 
used to do: Smith is gradually easing back into 
running after his injury, o It's time to ease the 
kids back in to the school routine, o The ease back 
process is designed to reduce the chance of re¬ 
injury 

seealso ease into sth, ease sb/yourself 

INTO STH 

0 v+adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.ease Into sth; .ease sb/yourself into sth 

to gradually become, or help sb become, familiar 
with sth new, especially a new job: to ease into 
retirement o a course for easing people into the 
world of computing 

•* see also ease back into sth, e ase sb/your¬ 
self BACK INTO STH, 

<£► v+prep * v+rVpron + prep 
.ease 'off 1 to gradually become less strong or 
unpleasant: Eventually the rain started to ease off 
o The pain eased off after a few hours. 2 to go 
slower or make less effort: He eased off in the last 
lap and stilt won. slack off 

v + adv 

.ease sb 'out; .ease sb 'out of sth to make sb 
leave their job or position, especially by making 
it difficult or unpleasant for them over a period 
of time: He was eased out of his job as presiden¬ 
tial adviser. 

EPm Ease sb out is often used in the passive. 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.ease up 1 (on sth) to go slower or make less 
effort; to do sth less: The doctor told him to ease 
up. o I’d ease up on the training a bit if / were you. 
2 (on sb) to start being less severe with sb: / 
think you should ease up on the kids a bit. 
v + adv 


eat /i:t/ (ate /e t, ert (especially AmE) j, eaten 
/'i:tn/) 

.eat sth a'way to gradually damage or destroy 
sth over a period of time: Something was eating 
away the foliage, o Some of the stone had been 
eaten away by pollution, o The sea is eating away 
the coastline. 

-+seealso eat away at sth 
<^ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
,eat a way at sb to worry sb over a long period of 
time: Jealousy is eating away at him. 

^v + adv+prep 

,eat a way at sth to gradually damage or des¬ 
troy sth over a period of time: Pollution is ea ting 
away at the stone, o Resentment ate away at their 
relationship. 

see also eat sth away 
<j> v + adv + prep 

,eat in 1 to have a meal at home rather than at a 
restaurant: Are you eating in tonight? H£EE> eat 
out 2 (also oat sth In) (especially BrE) to buy 
and eat food at a restaurant, rather than taking it 
away to eat: Is this food to eat in or take away? 
H*EE> take sth away ( especially BrE) 

<bv + adv 2 also v +n/pron + adv 
'eat Into sth 1 to gradually damage or destroy 
sth: Woodworm had eaten into most of the furni¬ 
ture. 2 to use or take away a large part of sth 
valuable, especially money or time: work 

began to eat into the weekends. Ml profits, time 
^ v + prep 

,eat ’out to have a meal in a restaurant, etc. rather 
than at home: We a te out almost every n ight. 

Wm> dine out (formal) TME) eat in 
v+adv 

,eat ‘up used to teU sb to eat quickly or to eat 
everything they have been given: Eat up! You’ll 
be late for school. 

see also eat sth up 1 
4) v + adv 

.eat sb 'up if an emotion such as anger, guilt, etc. 
eats sb up, it worries them all the time and they 
cannot think of anything else: The anger was 
eating her up inside. 

MH> consume sb ( formal) 

gran Eat sb up is often used in the passive: He’s 

eaten up by jealousy. 

v+rt/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,eat sth ‘up 1 to eat all the food you have been 
given: Eat up your broccoli. It’s good for you. see 
also eat up 2 (informal, especially BrE) to use 
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large quantities of sth, for example fuel or elec¬ 
tricity: His extravagance is eating up our profits. 
o The van really eats up petrol/gas. 

v + adv + n + v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv(mne) 

ebb/eb/ 

,ebb a “way to gradually become weaker and 
begin to disappear: His confidence ebbed away. 
EHHO) strength, enthusiasm, anger 
^ v+adv 

edge/cds/ 

.edge sb/sth 'out; .edge sb/sth 'out of 3 th to 

gradually move sb out of their job or position, 
especially by talcing their place yourself; to grad¬ 
ually defeat sb; Be cartful he doesn’t edge you out 
of your job altogether, o She was edged out of the 
semi-final by her younger rival. 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv+n ♦ 
v+n/pron +adv+prep 

.edge 'up if prices, etc. edge up, they gradually 
increase: Inflation is edging up. 
v + adv 

edit /'edit/ 

.edit sth 'out; .edit sth 'out of sth to remove 
words or phrases from a book, programme, etc. 
before it is published or shown: The swear words 
were edited out (of the song), o He must have 
edited a lot of the interview out. o Read through 
your work and edit out anything repetitive or 
irrelevant 

& v + n/pron + adv*v + adv + n* 
v+n/pron + adv + prep 

eff /ef/ 

,eff 'off (BrE, A) a rude way of telling sb to go 
away used instead of fuck off 
^ v + adv 

egg /eg/ 

,099 sb ’on (to do sth) to encourage sb to do sth, 
especially sth foolish or wrong: Egged on by his 
classmates, he climbed a bit higher, o The other 
lads were egging them on tofight 

ME) urge sb/sth on (to sth/to do sth) 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

eke/uc/ 

,eke sth 'out 1 to make a small supply of sth last 
longer by using only a little at a time or by add¬ 
ing sth else to it She eked out the stew to make 
another meal. E»3 Income, supplies 2 ,eke ’out 
sth, eke tt/them “out (literary) to manage to live 
with very little money: Ske eked out a living by 
selling what she could grow. Ely] living, exist¬ 


ence LUOfl A noun must always follow out, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and out. 

^ 1 v+adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

elaborate /I’lseberert/ 

e laborate on/upon sth to explain or describe 
sth in a more detailed way: He said he was resign¬ 
ing but did not elabora te on his reasons. 

MD enlarge on/upon sth 

^ v + prep 

elft>OW /’elbau; AmE -bool 

.albow sb/sth a side/out; .elbow sb/sth 
'out of sth to force sb or sth out of a position or 
job: The story was on the front page, elbowing 
aside the peace talks, o Wrestling elbowed judo 
out of the 1994 Games, o He was elbowed out of 
power. 

♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv + prep 

embark /Em'bark; AroKnn'ba:rk/ 

em bark on/upon sth (format) to start to do sth 
new, important or difficult: The government has 
embarked upon a programme of reforms, o He 
travelled, for a year before embarking on graduate 
studies . 

S] programme, career, course, journey 

^v+prep 

empty /’empti/ (empties, emptying, emptied, 
emptied) 

.empty out; .empty out of sth if a place emp¬ 
ties out, or people empty out of a place, it 
becomes empty of people: At 11.30 the restaurant 
emptied out G people left it), o People were empty¬ 
ing out of bars and dubs. 

EEia Empty and empty sth are also used with 
this meaning. 

+ adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.empty sth out; .empty sth out of sth to 

remove all the things from inside a container: He 
emptied the bag out onto the table, o Don’t empty 
the bath water out! o I was asked to empty every¬ 
thing out of my pockets. 

H Empty sth is used more frequently with 
this meaning than empty sth out. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

encroach Im'krautSiAmE m'kroutJV 

en croach on sth (also en croach upon sth 

more formal) 1 to use up too much of sb’s time, 
personal life, etc.; to begin to affect sb: She tried 
to prevent her work from encroaching too far on 
her private life. MS) cut Into sth (less formal) 


2 to gradually spread over more and more of an 
area: New housing is starting to encroach upon 
the surrounding fields. [§13 territory, land 
^ v + prep 

end /end/ 

'end in sth to have sth as an ending or as a result: 
Many adverbs in English end in -ly. o His first 
attempt to run a marathon ended in disaster, o 
The partnersh ip between the two companies could 
all end in tears (= have an unhappy or unpleas¬ 
ant result), 

[M3 failure, disaster, divorce, a draw 

v + prep 

.end ’up; .end 'up doing sth to reach or come to 
a particular place or situation that you did not 
expect or intend to be in: He ended up in prison, o 
I don’t want to end up worse off than when I 
started, o I expect I'll end up paying, as usual o 
If you drive like that, you could end up dead! 
MD finish up, finish up doing sth; wind up, 
wind up doing sth (informal) 

IMG In this meaning, end up is nearly always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin¬ 
ning with a preposition, or doing sth . ♦ Note that 
this phrasal verb does not mean the same as end: 
Classes end at 4p.m. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + -ing 

endear /m'dia(r); AmE -'d «•/ 

en'dear sb/yourself to sb (formal ) to make 
sb/yourself loved or liked by sb: He managed to 
endear himself to my entire family, o The govern¬ 
ments record on employment did not endear them 
to the voters. 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

endow /m’dau/ 

en dow sb/sth with sth (formal) 1 to give sb 
sth, such as a particular quality; responsibility, 
etc: They endowed their children with remarkable 
names, o The job endows its holder with great 
prestige. 2 to imagine or believe that sb/sth has a 
particular quality: They endowed certain plants 
with almost magical healing qualities. 

0v+n/pron + prep 

be en’dowed with sth to naturally have a par¬ 
ticular skill, quality, feature, etc: He is endowed 
with both intelligence and good looks, o machines 
endowed with amazing powers o The islands are 
well endowed with ponds , lakes and streams. 

<§► be+v + prep 

engage /m’geids/ 

en gage in sth; en'gage fn doing sth; 
en’gage sb in sth; en’gage sb In doing 

sth (formal) to take part in sth; to make sb take 
part in sth; to be busy doing sth: Lecturers engage 


in teaching and research, o She tried to engage 
him in conversation, o He was engaged in run¬ 
ning a small business. 

M3 activities, research, business, discussion 

v + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 

be en’gaged on/upon sth ( formal ) to do sth; to 
be involved in doing sth: He is engaged on a biog¬ 
raphy of his father. 

^be+v + prep 

enlarge /m')a:d 3 : AmE -’laird;)/ 

enlarge on/upon sth (formal) to say or write 
more about sth you have mentioned: I’ll enlarge 
on this point later. 

MM) elaborate on/upon sth 
^ v + prep 

enquire (also Inquire especially AmE) 
/in'kwai3(r)/ 

en quire after sb (formal) to ask about sb’s 
health or about what they are doing: My mother 
enquired after you and the baby. 

MM) ask after sb (lessformal) 

0 v + prep 

en quire into sth (formal, especially BrE) to try 
to find out the facts about sth: The committee are 
enquiring into the employment of children. 

MM) Investigate sth 

BUB Enquire into sth can be used in the 
passive, 

0 v + prep 

en quire sth of sb (formal) to ask sb sth: Are 
you able to come with us?'she enquired of Will, 

& v + speech + prep 

enter /'ont8(r)/ 

’enter into sth (formal ) 1 (with sb) to begin to 
discuss or deal with sth: The government agreed 
to enter into negotiations, o The examiners can¬ 
not enter into any correspondence over the results. 
GMI negotiations, correspondence, contract 
EED3 Enter into sth can be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 2 (with sb) to begin or become 
involved in a formal agreement: The government 
has entered into an agreement with the World 
Bank, o It is vital that the contract be freely 
entered into. M3 agreement H Enter into 
sth can be used in the passive in this meaning. 3 
to affect a situation or be an important part of it: 
Luck didn't enter into it; I won because of my 
skill. MS it 
& v + prep 

'enter on/upon sth (formal) to make a start on 
sth; to begin sth: The economy entered on a period 
of sustained growth, o In 1991 , he entered upon a 
turbulent political career. 

COED Enter on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 

^ v + prep 
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entitle /m'tartl/ 

en title sb to sth to give sb a right to have or do 
stir This ticket entitles you to a free meal, o AH 
children are entitled to education, o I think I’m 
mtitled to an explanation. 

EEQ1 Entitle sb to sth is often used in the 
passive, 

$ v+n/pron+prep 

entrust /m’trAsu 

en trust A to B; en trust B with A to make sb 
responsible for doing sth or for taking care of sb: 
I couldn’t entrust my children to strangers, o Can 
you entrust an assistant with the task? 
v + n/pron + prep 

equate /ikweit/ 

e quate to sth to be equal to sth: Do my qualifi¬ 
cations equate to any in your country? o Produc¬ 
tion costs for the movie equated to around 30% of 
income. 

^ v+prep 

e quate sth with sth to consider that sth is the 
same as sth else, or equal in value or importance: 
He equates success with material wealth . 

*§► v + n/pron + prep 

etch (etSl 

be etched Into/on sth; be 'etched with 

Sth if a feeling is etched into/on sb’s face or sb’s 
face is etched with a particular feeling, that 
feeling can be seen very clearly: Tiredness and 
despair were etched into his face, o Anthea’s face 
was etched with horror. 

^ be+v+prep 

933 be etched on your heart/ memory/mind if 

sth is etched on your memory, you remember 
it because it has made a very strong impression 
on you 

even 

.even ’out if sth evens out, it becomes level or 
steady after a period when it has gone up and 
down or changed a lot: The path evens out further 
on. o House prices will eventually even out 
<$► v+adv 

.even Sth 'out to spread sth equally over a num¬ 
ber of people or a period of time: She tried to even 
out the work among the staff. 

<$► v + adv+n * v+n/pron + adv 

.even sth 'up to make a situation, a competition, 
etc. more equal: If I give you another £5, that will 
even things up a bit. 

<*► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 


expand /rk’spaend/ 

expand on sth (also expand upon sth more for¬ 
mal} to give more information or details about 
sth you have said or written: Could you expand 
on your earlier statement? 

@13 point, statement 

QQB Expand on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 

^ v+prep 

explain /rk'splem/ 

explain sth a way to give reasons why you 
should not be blamed for sth or why sth is not as 
important or as bad as people think: How will 
you explain away the loss of two cars? 

($► v + adv+n * v + n/pron + adv 

eye /ai/ (eyeing or eying, eyed, eyed) 

,eye sb 'up (informal, especially BrE) to look at sb 
in a way that shows that you are interested in 
them, especially in a sexual way: She’s eyeing me 
up as a potential customer, o He was eyeing up all 
the women at the party. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
eye sth ’up {informal, especially BrE) to look 
closely at sth, because you want it or arc inter¬ 
ested in it: Are you eyeing up that strawberry 
tart? 

KBS Have your eye on sth has a similar 
meaning. 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 


Ff 


face/feis/ 

.face sb ’down (especially AmE) to oppose or 
defeat sb by dealing with them directly and confi¬ 
dently: The President is determined to face down 
his critics. 

<^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.face 'off (AmE) 1 (sport) to start a game such as 
ice hockey: The teams face off at 2.30. 2 to get 
ready to argue, fight or compete with sb: The can¬ 
didates face off in a Democratic primary today 
$ v + adv 

► face-off n (AmE) 1 a method of beginning a 
game such as ice hockey 2 an argument or a fight 
.face 'onto sth if a room or a building faces 
onto sth, the windows look in that direction: The 
front bedroom faces onto a main road. 
v + prep 

.face 'up to sth to accept and deal with a difficult 
or unpleasant situation: When is she going to face 
up to her responsibilities 9 o He must face up to 
the fact that hers no longer young. 

(SO fact, reality, problem, responsibilities 
H?K> square up (to sb/sth) 

EEgg Face up to sth can be used in the passive: 
This problem has got to be faced up to. 
v + adv + prep 

factor/Taektefr)/ 

.factor sth In; .factor sth 'Into sth (especially 
AmE) to include a particular feet or situation 
when you are calculating sth, or thinking about 
or planning sth: When you estimated the cost of 
the repairs, you forgot to factor in the labour, o 
I°EB factor sth out factor sth out of sth 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
.factor sth 'out; .factor sth 'out of sth (espe¬ 
cially AmE) to not include a particular fact or 
situation when you are calculating sth, or think¬ 
ing about or planning sth: When inflation is 
factored out, the trade deficit fell 12.8%. 
yppp> factor sth In, factor sth into sth 
0 v + n/pron+adv * v+adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

fade ,/feid/ 

.fade a way 1 to gradually become less strong, 
clear or frequent and disappear: His footsteps 
gradually faded away o Her enthusiasm will 
soon fade away MD die away 133X3 Fade can 
also be used with this meaning, especially in 
more formal English. 2 (of a person) to become 
weaker and die: She’s fading away rapidly 
<^v + adv 


.fade 'in; .fade sth ‘in if a sound or a picture in a 
film/movie, etc. fades in, or sb fades it in, it 
gradually becomes louder or clearer 
fade out, fade sth out 
^v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► fade-in n [UJ [0] an act of gradually making a 
picture appear at the beginning of a scene in a 
fibn/movie 

.fade 'out; .fade 'out of sth to become quieter, 
weaker, etc. and gradually disappear: The protest 
eventually faded out. o She looked a strong candi¬ 
date, but thenfadedoutof the picture. 
v + adv ♦ v+adv + prep 

.fade 'out; .fade sth 'out if a sound or a picture 
in a film/movie, etc, fades out or sb fades it out, 
it gradually becomes quieter or less clear: Near 
the end of the song he faded out the music. 
low) fade in, fade sth In 

v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

► fade-out n [U] [C] an act of gradually making a 
picture disappear at the end of a scene in a 
film/movie 

faff/fsef/ 

.faff a'bout/a'round (BrE, spoken, informal) to 
waste time doing unimportant things and not get 
very much done: Stop faffing about. 
v + adv 

fake/feik/ 

.fake sb 'out (AmE, informal) to deceive or trick 
sb; to make sb think you are going to do one thing 
and then do another: He thought I was going to 
turn left , but I faked him out 
^►v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

fall /foil/ (fell /fel/falien /’fedan/) 


-about 

- in with 

94 - apart 

-into 

-away 

95 -off 

-back 

-on 

- back on 

-out 

- behind 

-over 

- behind with/in 

- through 

-down 

-to 

-down on 

- under 

-for 

- upon 

-in 



.fall a'bout (BrE, informal) to laugh a lot: We all 
fell about at her idea. 0 He’s rude to the audience 
and yet they fall about laughing. 

^ v + adv 




fall apart 


farm 
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,fall a part 1 to be old or in bad condition and 
break or break into pieces: If you buy cheap 
shoes, they'll fall apart after a few months, o My 
dictionary is falling apart now, I've used it so 
much , H™> come apart 2 to have so many prob¬ 
lems that it is no longer possible to exist or oper¬ 
ate: The whole country’s falling apart, o After my 
marriage fell apart I moved away. 3 {informal) to 
have so many problems or worries that you can 
no longer think or behave normally: I fell apart 
when she left 
0 v+adv 

EE be falling apart at the seams to have a lot of 
problems and be starting to fail 
.fall a way 1 (from sth) to break off or separate 
from a surface: The plaster was falling away in 
big chunks. 2 (of land, a road, etc.) to slope down: 
The ground falls away abruptly to the right 3 to 
gradually disappear: Gradually all his cares and 
worries fell away o When things got difficult, his 
supporters all fell away. 4 (especially BrE) to get 
le&s or smaller: The number of applicants has 
fallen away sharply. see also fall off 
0 v + adv 

.fall ’back 1 to fail to stay with people at the front 
in a race: Betts had been leading, but fell hack 
with 10 laps to go. WE> drop back -> see also fall 

BEHIND, FALL BEHIND SO/STll 2 tO IllOVe Or turn 

back away from sth or sb: When the troops moved 
forward, the crowd fell back. HxH> retreat (more 
formal) 3 (BrE, finance) to decrease in value or 
amount: Prices rose by more than 10% before fall 
ing back slightly. 
v + adv 

.fall back on sb/sth (also .fail back upon 
sb/sth more formal) to use sb/sth when the situ¬ 
ation is difficult or other people/things have 
failed: It’s very hard if you have no family to fall 
back on. o He could always fall back on his old 
jokes. 

0 v + adv + prep 

► 'fallback n a plan or course of action that you 
can use if sth else fails: a fallback position 
.fall be hind: .fall be hind sb/sth to fail to stay 
with other people or things, especially in a race 
or competition: / Jell further and further behind. 
o The industry is falling behind the rest of Eur¬ 
ope. o He fell behind the rest of the class. 

Wf "> drop behind, drop behind sb/sth 
see also fall back 1 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.fall be hind wtth/in sf h to not do sth or pay sth 
at the right time: She felt behind with the rent o 
He began falling behind in his schoolwork. 

GOOD payments, school work 
0 v + adv + prep 


.fall 'down 1 to suddenly stop standing: / thought 
the whole house was Jailing down, o Her legs were 
so weak that she fell down on her knees. 2 to drop 
to the ground: His trousers were falling down, o 
A lump of the ceiling fell down. 3 (only used in the 
progressive tenses ) (of a building) to be in 
extremely bad condition: It’s a beautiful house 
but it’s Jailing down. 4 (of an idea, an argument, 
a method, etc.) to be shown to be not true or not 
good enough: That's where the theory falls down. 
0 v + adv 

► 'downfall n the loss of sb’s power, position, 
money etc.; the thing that causes this 

.fall ‘down on sth (BrE, informal) to fail to do 
sth correctly or successfully: The suggestion was 
that he was falling down on the job. 

&jhD job 
0 v + adv + prep 

'fall for Sb/$th (informal) to be attracted to 
sb/sth; to fall in love with sb/sth: He fell for a 
young student, o We fell for the farmhouse as soon 
as we saw it. 

0 v + prep 

'fall for sth (informal) to be tricked into believing 
sth is true when it is not: You didn't fall for that 
old trick, did you? 

0 v + prep 

.fall In 1 if a roof or a ceiling falls in, it drops to 
the ground: The roof of the cave fell in, 2 (of sol¬ 
diers) to move into a line Wz£> fall out 
^ v + adv 

.fall 'in with sb (informal) to join sb; to become 
involved with sb: She fell in with a bad crowd. 

0v + adv + prep 

.fall in with sth (BrE) to agree to or support a 
plan or an idea, especially when you do not really 
want to: He always expects me to fall in with his 
plans. 

EED plans MH> go along with sb/sth 

0v + adv + prep 

.fall 'into sth 1 to begin to be in a particular state: 
Be fell into a deep sleep, o The tramway fell into 
disuse in the 1920s . o We mustn't fall into this 
error (= make this mistake), o He’s fallen into 
arrears with the rent (= he is late in paying it). 
[5533 disuse, disrepair 2 to begin to do sth or 
become involved in sth: I fell into the habit qf 
having a nap after dinner, o She fell into conver¬ 
sation with her neighbour. gI3 the habit of..., 
conversation 3 to be able to be divided into sth: 
Computer viruses fail into three broad categories. 
S two groups, three categories, etc. 4 to 
belong to a particular group or class: Only 25 % of 
people fall into this group. EI2 category, group, 
class, etc. 

^ v + prep 


.fall 'off to decrease in quantity or quality: Attend¬ 
ance has fallen off recently, o The standard of 
cooking fell off when the old chef left- 
S5E> drop off 
-» sec also fall away 4 
^ v + adv 

► fall-off (BrE also 'falling-off less frequent ) 
(in/of sth) n [sing.] a decrease in the quality of 
sth: a fall-off in attendancef interest! sales 

.fall off: .fall 'off sth if something falls off or 
falls off sth, it becomes separated from the thing 
it is joined to: The door handle has fallen off o 
Put the picture up properly - we don’t want it to 
fail off the wall 
0 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

fall on sb/sth (also fall upon sb/sth more for¬ 
mal) (especially BrE ) 1 to be the responsibility or 
duty of a particular person or organization: 
Most of the cost fell on us. o When he died, the 
resjXfnsibility of the business fell on his son. 2 if 
your eyes fall on sb/sth, you suddenly see or 
notice them/it: My eye fell on a letter she had left 
on the table. 3 to attack sb/sth with energy or 
enthusiasm: The children fell on the food with 
cries of delight o (figurative) He fell on the draw¬ 
ings atul examined them closely (§13 food 
^ v + prep 

.fall 'outl (of hair, teeth etc.) to become loose and 
drop out: The chemotherapy made her hair fall 
out . 2 (with sb) (over/about sth) (especially BrE) 
to have an argument with sb and stop being 
friendly with them: ft's not worth falling out 
about this, o Why have you fallen out with him? o 
They fell out over their father’s will. 3 (of sol¬ 
diers) to move out of lines M ) fall in 
^ v+adv 

► .falling- out n [sing.] (especially BrE) a quarrel: 
We ’ve had a bit of a falling-out. 

► fallout n (U| 1 dangerous (radioactive) dust 
that is in the air after a nuclear explosion or acci¬ 
dent 2 the bad results of a situation: the current 
crisis and its political fallout 

.fall ‘over to be unable to stay standing and fall to 
the ground: (especially BrE) He lost his balance 
and fell over, o His bike fell over. 

0 v + adv 

.fall 'over sb/sth to hit sb/sth with your foot 
when you are walking or running and fall or 
almost fall: Mind you don’t fall over the boxes. 
WfW> trip over sb/sth 
v + prep 

EE3 .fall 'over yourself to do sth (informal) to be 
very eager to do sth: Recording companies were 
Jailing over themselves to sign the band. 

.fall 'through to fail to be completed; to not hap¬ 
pen: Our travel plans have fallen through, o The 
deal fell through. 

(subvI deal 
<$► v + adv 


'fall to sb (to do sth) to become the duty or 
responsibility of a particular person: The task of 
telling them the news fell to me, o It falls to the 
police to ensure that demonstrations are well 
organized. 

0 v + prep 

fall to sth; fall to doing sth (literary) to start 
doing sth: Little Red Riding Hood and the wolf 
fell to talking, o They fell to it with gusto. 

0 v + prep 

‘fall under sth 1 to belong to or be included in a 
particular group of things: What heading do 
these items fall under? [§s3 heading 2 to begin to 
be controlled or influenced by sb/sth: / realized I 
was falling under her spell o The education 
system fell under the control of the church. iMil 
spell 

0 v + prep 

fall upon sb/sth - fall on sb/sth 

fain i I Sari ze (a bo familiarise) /fo'mil iarai zj 

fa miliarize sb/yourself with sth to teach sb 
about sth or to learn about sth until you know it 
well: I familiarized myself with everyone’s name 
before the meeting. 

0v + n/pron + prep 

fan /fsen/ (-nn-) 

.fan 'out to spread out over an area from a central 
point: Searchers fanned out over the area where 
the missing child was last, seen . o Five main roads 
Jan outfi-om the village. 

0 v + adv 

.fan sth ‘out if a bird fans out its feathers, it 
spreads them out: The peacock fanned out i ts tail. 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron +adv 

fancy /'fsensi/ (fancies, fancying, fancied, 
fancied) 

.fancy sth 'up (AmE, informal) to make sth look 
more attractive by adding decoration to it: / fanc¬ 
ied up the dress with some pearls, o You don’t need 
to fancy up your web pages. 

0 v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

farm /faun; AmE fmnnf 

.farm sb 'out (to sb) (informal, disapproving) to 
arrange for sb you are responsible for. especially 
a child, to be cared for by other people: When he 
was little, he was often farmed out to family 
friends. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.farm sth ‘out (to sb) (informal) to send or give 
work to other people to do: We farm a lot of the 
umrk out to other compan ies. 
v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
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fight back 


fart /fa:t; Am&’farrt/ 

,fart a'round (BrE also ,fart a bout) (A, slang) to 
waste time, especially by behaving in a silly way: 
Stop farting around and behave yourself! 

CHE A more polite, informal way to express this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about. 

4^ v + adv 

fasten /'fa:sn; AmE "faesn/ 

‘fasten on sb/sth; fasten sth on sb/sth if 

your eyes fasten on sb/sth, or you fasten your 
eyes on sb/sth, you look at them for a long time: 
All eyes in the room fastened on me. o She fas¬ 
tened her gaze on him. 

4> v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
‘fasten on/onto sth (also fasten upon sth more 
formal) 1 to hold sth firmly: The cheetah's jaw 
fastened on the gazelle's throat. 2 to choose sth 
and give it all your attention or interest: When 
she fastens on an idea, there s no stopping her. EH3 
idea, word, fact 
^ v + prep 

‘fasten sth on/onto sb/sth to direct feelings 
such as blame, hope, etc. towards sb: The blame 
hasn’t been fastened on anybody yet. 

[513 blame, hopes 
❖ v + n/pron + prep 

.fasten 'up; .fasten sth ‘up (BrE) to dose, or to 
make sth close, with buttons, straps, etc: The 
dress fastens up at the front, o Fasten your jacket 
up — it’s getting cold. 

Iq&jI jacket, coat do up, do sth up (espe¬ 
cially BrE) 

GESB Fasten and fasten sth can also be used 
with the same meaning. 

4> v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

fasten upon sth =fasten on/onto sth 

fathom /fasten!/ 

.fathom sb/sth 'out (Brl 0 to understand how sb 
thinks and acts; to find an explanation for sth: I 
can't fathom her out — she says one thing then 
does another, o Have you fathomed out how to 
work the video yet? 

>3yn> work sb out; work sth out 

BESS Fathom sb/sth out is not used in the 

passive. 

4> v + n/pron + adv 

fatten /Taetn/ 

.fatten 'up; .fatten sb/sth 'up to become fatter; 
to give an animal or a person a lot of food so that 
they become fatter: The sheep fattened, up quickly, 
o We ’refattening the livestock up for slaughter. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


faX/fi»ks/ 

.fax 'In; .fax sth 'In to send a fax (~ a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wares 
and then prints them) to an organization, a com¬ 
pany, a television or radio programme, etc: View¬ 
ers are. invited to fax in with their comments, o 
Orders can be either phoned or faxed, in to us. 

<*► v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fax sth ‘on (to sb/sth) to send a fax (= a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) that you have received to 
sb else for them to see or deal with: Please email 
or fax this on to a friend. 

.fax sth 'out to send a fax 0 a message sent using 
a machine that sends and receives messages or 
documents along telephone wires and then 
prints them) to a large number of people at the 
same time: Draft proposals will be faxed out for 
comment at the end of May. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.fax sth through to send sb a fax C a message 
sent using a machine that sends and receives 
messages or documents along telephone wires 
and then prints them) with details of or informa¬ 
tion about sth 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
fear /fta(r); AmE fir/ 

fear for sb/sth (literary) to be anxious or wor- 
ried about sb/sth: J^ar/orAersq/^y o When he's 
away at sea, 1 really fear for him. 

H£3] life, safety, future 
^ v + prep 

feed /fi:d/ (fed, fed /fed/) 

.feed 'back (into/to sth) if sth feeds back to/into 
sth, it returns to the pLace, situation, idea, etc. 
that it started from and has an effect, usually a 
good one, on its development: Rising import 
prices tend to feed back into domestic prices, o 
What the audience says feeds back into the devel¬ 
opment of the programme. 
v + adv 

.feed sth 'back (to sb) to give information, 
advice or opinions about a product, sb’s work, 
etc., especially so that it can be improved: We will 
feed this information back to the company, o The 
results of the tests will be fed back to the schools. 
I® Information 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'feedback n [U] 1 information, advice or opin¬ 
ions about how good a product, sb's work, etc. is: 
We got a lot of positive feedback about the pro¬ 
gramme. 2 an unpleasant noise produced by 
some electrical equipment when some of the 
power returns to the system 


.feed sth 'in; .feed A 'into B: feed B with A 

to put sth into a machine: You'll need to feed the 
paper in by hand o to feed information into a 
computer o He fed coins into the meter, o He fed 
the meter with coins. 

4) v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
feed on/off sth 1 (of an animal, etc.) to use sth 
as food; to eat sth; to be nourished or strength¬ 
ened by sth: This batfeeds on fruit. 2 (often disap¬ 
proving) to become stronger because of sth else: 
The media feed off each other's stories . 
v + prep 

.feed 'through (to sb/sth/into sth) to reach sb/sth 
after going through a process or a system: Rises 
in prices feed, through to higher wage claims, o It 
will take time for the higher rates to feed through 
to tnvesetors. 

4* v + adv 

.feed sb/sth 'up (BrE) to give extra food to a per¬ 
son or an animal to make them stronger and 
more healthy: You look as if you needfeeding up a 
bit. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
feed B with A = feed sth in, keeo a into B, 

FEED B WITH A 

feel /fi:l/ (felt, felt /felt/) 

feel for sb to have sympathy for sb: I really felt 
for her, bringing up her children alone, o I do feel 
for you, honestly. 

0 v + prep 

.feel sb 'up ( informal ) to touch sb in a sexual way 
when they do not want you to 
«§► v + n/pron + adv 

.feel 'up to sth; .feel 'up to doing sth to feel 
capable of doing sth, physically or mentally: If 
you feel up to It, we could walk into town, o I 
don't really feel up to seeing anyone. 

4> v + adv+ prep 

fence /fens/ 

.fence sb 'in to restrict sb*s freedom: We’ve been 
fenced in by rules and regulations for too long. 
SiE> hem sb/sth in 

gfiHi Fence sb in is often used in the passive. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fence sth 'in to surround sth with a fence: The 
grounds arefenced in by barbed wire. 
rcraii Fence sth in is often used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fence sth 'off to separate one area from another 
with a fence, often to stop people or animals from 
entering: We’ve fenced off the vegetable patch to 
stop the rabbits from getting in. 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


fend /fend/ 

.fend for your'self to take care of yourself with¬ 
out needing any help from other people: We were 
brought up to fend for ourselves when we were still 
quite young. 

<§> v + prep + pron 

.fend sb/sth 'off to defend or protect yourself 
from sb/sth: The minister had to fend off some- 
awkward questions, o She managed to fend her 
attackers off for some time, o She held up her arm 
to fend h im off 

EMI attack, question, criticism 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 

ferret /tent/ 

.ferret out sth; .ferret it/them 'out (infor mat) 
to discover sth by searching thoroughly or ask¬ 
ing a lot of questions: She's determined to ferret 
out the truth. 

[objI Information, the truth 

imh A noun must always follow out. but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

4>v + adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv 

feSS/fes/ 

,fess up (to sth)/(t© sb) (about sth) (irtformal, 
especially AmE) to admit that you have done sth 
wrong: Come on, fess up. I know there’s something 
you ’re not telling me. o Haw many stolen cars did 
they fess up to? 

H22D own up (to sth/to doing sth); confess (to 
sth/to doing sth) (more format) 

4> v + adv 

fetch ,Teti/ 

.fetch 'up (informal, especially BrE) to arrive 
somewhere by chance: The boat finally fetched up 
on a satidy beach, o He travelled around Europe 
for a while and finally fetched up in Naples. 

WtF> end up 
4> v + adv 

fiddle /Tid!/ 

.fiddle a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to spend 
your time doing nothing or doing sth that is not 
important: He's fiddling around in the garage. 

mess around 

^ v + adv 

fight /fart / (fought, fought /fh:t/) 

.fight ‘back (against sb/sth) to defend yourself 
with actions or words when sb attacks you or 
causes you problems: The team fought back to 
win the game, o Don't let them bully you. Fight 
back! 
v + adv 
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fire off 


.fight back sth; .fight it/them 'back to try 

hard not to show your feelings or not to do sth: 
She tried to fight back the tears. 

2t3 tears, urge 

□5X0 A noun must always follow back, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and back, 
v + adv + n * v + pron + adv 

.fight 'down sth; .fight it/them down to try 

hard not to show an emotion that you are start¬ 
ing to feel: He fought down a rush of pan ic. o She 
fought down the anger that was rising in her. 

213 desire, impulse, panic 

mm A noun must always follow down, but a 

pronoun comes between the verb and down. 

^ v+adv+n ♦ v+pron + adv 
.fight sb/sth 'off to resist sb/sth or make them/it 
go away, by fighting against them/it: She man¬ 
aged to fight her attackers off o The company 
fought off tough competition. 

SS3 attack, Illness 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fight 'out sth; .fight it 'out to tight or argue 
about sth until it is settled: We mustn’t interfere. 
Let them fight it out between themselves, o The. 
teams fought out a 0-0 draw. 

BObD battle, struggle, draw 

mm A noun must, always follow out, but a 

pronoun comes between the verb and out, 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

figure /'ftga<r); AmE 'ftqjar/ 

figure on sth; ‘figure on sb/sth doing sth 

(informal, especially AmE) to include sth in your 
plans; to plan sth; We hadn't figured on a long 
delay at the airport, o 1 figure on being in New 
York in January 
v+prep 

.figure sb/sth ’out to come to understand sb/sth 
by thinking carefully: I never could figure him 
out. o Can you figure out wha t s going on ? 

MD work sb out; work sth out 
BEES Figure sb/sth out is often followed by a 
question word such as how, what, why, etc: I can’t 
figure out why he quit his job. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.figure sth 'out to calculate the total amount of 
sth: Have you figured out how muck it will cost? 
H*H> work sth out 

mas Figure sth out is often followed by a ques¬ 
tion word such as what , how much, etc. 
v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

file /fad/ 

.file sth a'way to put papers, documents, etc. 
away in a place where you can find them easily: 
Everything is filed away in drawers. 
v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 


fill !(i\ i 

.fill 'in (for sb) to take sb's place for a short time 
and do the work they normally do: Who's filling 
in for you while you ’re away? 
v+adv 

.fill sb 'in (on sth) to give sb all the details about 
sth that has liappened: Can you fill me in on 
what ’s been happening while I was away? 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fill Sth 'in 1 ( also .fill sth 'out especially AmE) to 
complete a form, etc, by writing information on 
it: You could fill in an application form now. o 
Fill in the blank spaces with one of these words, o 
Eve left gaps on the sheet for you to fill in the 
details. SI form, details 2 to fill sth, such as a 
hole, a crack, etc. completely with a substance: 
We’ll have to fill the holes in with cement . 
hole, crack 3 (especially BrE) to spend time 
while you are waiting for sb/sth: How shall we 
fill in the lime until he arrives? 

<£v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv (lessfrequent) 

.fill out to become larger, rounder or fatter: The 
baby ’$ filled out a lot recently. 

<§► v + adv 

.fill sth out 1 to make sth larger or more com¬ 
plete: We 'll need to fill the story out to make a full 
page article. 2 (especially AmE) - kill sth in 1 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fill ‘Up; .fill Sth f up 1 (with sb/sth) if a container 
or a place fills up or sb fills it up, it becomes 
completely full: The restaurant was beginning to 
fill up. <> She filled her glass up again , o People 
began filling up the empty seats. 2 (with sth) to fill 
your vehicle with petrol/gas, etc: 7 need to fill up 
with petrol before we go. o Fill the tank up with 
diesel. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► fill-up n ( AmE) the action of filling sth, par¬ 
ticularly of filling a car with petrol/gas 
.fill sb/yourself "up to give sb a lot of food so that 
they feel full; to eat as much as you can: The 
meals at school never fill me up. o Eat lots of 
pasta to fill yourself up, 
v + n/pron + adv 

filter /-filter)/ 

.filter sth 'out to remove sth from a substance by 
passing it through a special substance or device: 
Use a sun cream to filter out ultraviolet rays. 

0v + adv + n + v+n/pron + adv 

find /faind/ (found, found /faund/) 

'find against sb(idia) to decide in a court of law 
that sb is guilty: The court found against the 
defendant. 

$ v + prep 


'find for sb (law) to decide in a court of law that 
sb is innocent: The jury found for the defendant 
Q v + prep 

.find 'out (about sth/sb, that..., how..., etc.), .find 
sth 'out (about sth/sb) to learn a fact, a piece of 
information, or the truth about sth/sb: She won't 
be happy when she finds out about this. o 'What 
did she say?' 'You’ll find out soon enough.'o 
When did you find out (that) she ums ill? o I never 
found out exactly what happened, o How did you 
find that out? 

nrara Find out is often used with question words 
such as how, what, when, etc: 7/ took me a while to 
find out what he was really like, o Did you ever 
find out who did it? ♦ If you find sth out, you do 
so either by chance or by asking or studying. You 
can discover a piece of information that other 
people know but you didn't. You can also dis¬ 
cover sth before anyone else does. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(rare) 

.find sb 'out (informal) to discover that sb has 
been dishonest or has done sth wrong: If you’re 
ever found out, you ‘il go to prison. 

REXE Find sb out is often used in the passive. 

<£) v + n/pron + adv 

finish /'fmijv 

.finish off (with sth), .finish sth 'off (with sth) 

( informal) to have sth as the last part of sth; to 
make sth end by doing one last thing: After a deli¬ 
cious meal ivefin ished off with coffee and mints, o 
The concert finished off with the band s latest hit. 
o The band finished off the show with their latest 
hit. o 7 have to go now, can l leave you to finish 
off? o Her outfit was finished off with navy shoes. 
HEXE Finish and finish sth are also used with 
almost the same meaning, 

& v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.finish sb ’off (informal) to make sb so unhappy, 
tired, etc. that they cannot continue what they 
are doing: Running in that heat nearly finished 
him off. 

cran Finish sb can also he used with almost the 
same meaning. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

.finish sb/sth ‘off (informal) 1 to destroy or kill 
sb/sth, especially sh/sth that is already injured: 
He thought the soldiers would come back and fin¬ 
ish him off o We. ought to finish the poor animal 
off o (figurative) The business had been finished 
off by financial difficulties. 2 (in sport) to defeat a 
person or team that you are competing against: 
Agassi finished him off in three sets. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.finish Sth 'off 1 to complete sth: I’m going to try 
and finish off my work tonight. 2 to use the last 
part of sth, especially food or drink: He's finished 
off all the ice cream! 


umh Finish sth is used with almost the same 
meaning, 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

finish up 1 [+ adj/prep] (also .finish up doing 
sth) (especially BrE) to reach or come to a par¬ 
ticular place, state or situation after a long series 
of events, often without planning it: He lost con¬ 
trol of the car and finished up in the river, o She 
started out washing dishes and finished up as a 
chef o They all went home and I finished updoing 
most of the clearing up. ME) end up, end up 
doing sth; wind up, wind up doing sth (infor¬ 
mal) REXQ In this meaning, finish up is always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin¬ 
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. Note that 
finish up does not mean the same as finish: 
Classes finish at 4 p,m. 2 (AmE) to complete what 
you are doing; to do the last part of sth: I*Ufinish 
up here and join you later. 

1 v + adv * v + adv + -ing 

2 v + adv 

.finish sth 'up(especially AmE) to do the last part 
of sth; to use what is left of sth: He stayed home to 
finish up his assignment. 
eect Finish sth up is not used in the passive. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

finish with sb (informal) 1 (BrE) to end a rela¬ 
tionship with sb: Eve finished with Antonia. 
break up (with sb) 2 to stop punishing sb: He’ll 
never do that again once Vue finished with him! 
v + prep 

finish with sth 1 to no longer need to use sth: 
Can you wash your cup when you vefinished with 
it? o Can I keep the book a little longer? 7 haven't 
finished with it yet BEDS Finish with sth is usu¬ 
ally' used in the perfect tenses in this meaning. 2 
(BrE, informal) to stop doing sth because you no 
longer want to do it or onjoy it: He said he was fin¬ 
ished with football. EEU3 Finish with sth is usu¬ 
ally used in the perfect tenses or in the form be 
finished with sth in this meaning, 
v + prep 

fire/TaiaO-)/ 

fire a'way (Spoken, informal ) used to tell sb to 
begin asking questions or to begin to speak: ‘Can 
J ask you some questions?’ *Fire away!’ 
v+adv 

.fire sth 'off 1 to shoot a bullet Cram a gun: He 
fired off a volley of shots. 213 gun, shot 2 to ask 
a lot of questions, etc. quickly, one after the 
other: He fired off a series of questions. 213 
questions 3 to write a letter, report, etc. quickly, 
often because you are angry: She would fire off a 
letter of protest in the morning. jH3 letter 4 if 
you fire off an email, you send it: Vm going to fire 
off an email to a newsgroup. Eb 3 email 
<§> v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
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.fire sb/sth 'up to make sb/sth become excited or 
enthusiastic about sth: The manager fired the 
team up at half-time.. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + rt 

.fire sth ‘up 1 ( AmE) to light a fire; to make sth 
hot: I'll get the burgers you fire up the grill. 2 
(especially AmE) to make an engine start operat¬ 
ing: She fired up the engine. [313 engine 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

firm fb:m;AmE&:rml 

.firm sth 'up (also .firm 'up less frequent) 1' if sb 
firms up an arrangement, an agreement, eta it 
becomes more definite or less likely to change: 
I'll phone on the 25th to firm up the details of the 
meeting, o Ibices will firm up later this year EH) 
plans, agreement 2 to make sth, especially part 
of the body, harder or more solid: These exercises 
will firm up those difficult areas of your body. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) * 
v + adv 

fish /ftj/ 

'fish for sth (often used in the progressive tenses) 
to try to make sb tell you sth, say sth nice to you, 
etc. by asking them a question: Are you fishing 
for compliments? 

13531 Information, compliment >ayj> angle for sth 

+ prep 

,fish sb/sth out: ,fish sb/sth out of sth to 

take or pull sb/sth out of somewhere: He fished 
some change out of his pocket, o Several days 
later his car was fished out of the rivet: 

<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

fit /fit/ (fitting, fitted, fitted, AmE usually fitting, 
fit, fit except in the passive) 

,fit “in (with sth) if sth fits in, it looks pleasant or 
suitable with other things or in a particular 
place: The building doesn't fit in with the sur¬ 
rounding area. o It's an old house , but our furni¬ 
ture, jits in well. 

<|> v + adv 

.fit 'in; .fit ’into sth 1 to be the right size or shape 
to go in a particular place: Will all your furniture 
fit in? o The piano wouldn’t fit into the room. 2 to 
live or work easily and naturally with a group of 
people: Tim never fitted in at college, o Jane fit¬ 
ted in well with the rest of the staff, o She's fitted 
into the team well. 3 to have a particular role or 
part in a plan, a situation, etc: Where does he fit 
in? o I like to know where I fit in and what I have 
to do. o Where do I fit into all this? 

<§► v + adv + v + prep 

fit sb/sth 'in; ,fit sb/sth 'into sth 1 to find a 
place for sb/sth, especially when there is not 
much space: We can't fit a sofa in here, o We will 


try to fit you in somewhere in the organization. 
ME) get sb in, get sb Into sth; get sth In, get 
sth Into sth 2 to manage to find time to see sb or 
to do sth: The nurse will fit you in between other 
appointments, o Hoiv do you manage to fit so 
much into your day? 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.fit ’in with sth 1 if an activity or event fits in 
with sth else, they exist or happen together in an 
easy or convenient way: My job fits in with look¬ 
ing after my family. 2 to adapt to what sb else is 
planning or to sb else's way of doing things: 
They’ve got to learn to fit in with our methods, o 
I'll fit in with what you want to do. 3 to agree with 
ideas or infor mat ion that you already have about 
sb/sth: That fits in with everything I've heard 
about her. 
v + adv + prep 

.fit sb/sth 'out (also ,fit sb/sth ’up) (with sth) to 

supply sb/sth with the clothes, food, equipment, 
etc. they need: The ship had to be fitted out before 
the voyage, o the high cost of fitting out offices o 
We fitted him out with a set of dry clothes. 

MB Fit sb/sth out is often used in the passive. 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.fit sb 'up (for sth) (BrE, informal) to make sb 
appear to be guilty of a crime that they have not 
committed: They're trying to fit me up for the 
theft 

MS) frame sb (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
.fit sb/sth up (with sth) fit sb/sth out (with 
sth) 

fix/fiks/ 

'fix on sth to decide to choose sth: We haven't 
fixed on a date for the meeting yet. 

Hr® decide on/upon sth; settle on/upon sth 

v + prep 

'fix sth on sb/sth if you fix your eyes or your 
mind on sb/sth, you look at or think about 
them/it with great attention: Shefixed her eyes on 
his face, o His attention was fixed on a large dark 
cat: 

[3131 eyes, gaze, attention 

m&Fix sth on sb/sth is often used in the 

passive. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

.fix sb ’up; .fix yourself up ( informal) 1 (with 
sth) to arrange for sb to have sth; to provide sb 
with sth: I can fix you up with somewhere to stay, 
o I hope she soon gets herself fixed up with a jo b. 
grata in informal spoken language fix sb up sth 
is also used: Can you fix me up an appointment 
for tomorrow? 2 (with sb) to arrange for sb to 
meet sb who might become a boyfriend or girl¬ 
friend: My brother says he wants me to fix him up 
with one of my friends. 


see a/so fix yourself up: fix sth up 1; fix up 

TO DO STH, FIX UP FOR SB TO DO STH 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.fix sth ’up 1 to arrange or organize sth; to 
arrange for sb to have sth: Have you fixed your 
holiday up yet? o Shall we fix up a meeting for 
next wwk?WE\ meeting M® arrange sth see 
also FIX UP TO DO STH. FIX UP FOR SB TO DO STH 2 
(especially AmE) to repair, decorate, etc. a room of 
a house: They spent-£30000fixing up their house, o 
We fixed up the attic as a study. house, room 

MS) do sth up (BrE) 3 (especially BrE) to build 
or make something quickly; to make sth ready: 
We fixed up a shelter for the night. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.fix yourself 'up (AmE, informal) to make your¬ 
self neat and attractive: Can you wait? I’ll just go 
and fix myself up. 

-+ see also nx sb up, fix yuurself up 
^ v +pron + adv 

.fix ’up to do sth; .fix 'up for sb to do sth 

(BrE, informal ) to make arrangements to do sth 
or for sb to do sth: He's fixed up for her to see the 
doctor on Thursday. <> I've fixed up with the 
school to start in September. 

M® arrange to do sth; arrange for sb to do 
sth 

-» see also nx sth up 1; fix sb up, nx yourself 
up 

^ v + adv + toinf ♦ v + adv + prep + n/pron + to inf 
.fix sb with sth (formal) if you fix sb with a 
look, etc., you look at them directly for a long 
time: She fixed him with a cold stare. 

0 v +n/pron + prep 

flZZle /'fid/ 

.fizzle “out ( formal) to fail or to end in a weak or 
disappointing way, often after having started 
strongly: The romance fizzled out after a month. 
o The coup attempt soon fizzled out. 

<§► v + adv 

flag /iheg/ (- 90 -) 

.flag sb/sth ’down to signal to the driver of a 
moving vehicle to stop, usually by waving your 
arm: He managed to flag down a passing motor¬ 
ist. o The police were flagging down all heavy 
goods vehicles. 

[objI taxl/cab, motorist Hi® wave sb/sth down 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

flake /fleik/ 

.flake 'out (informal) 1 to collapse or fall asleep 
because you are very tired: I was so exhausted 
that 1 flaked out on the sofa. 2 (AmE) to begin to 
behave in a strange way 
v + adv 


flare /flea(r); AmE fler/ 

.flare 'up 1 (of flames, a fire, etc.) to suddenly 
burn more strongly: The fire flared up as I added 
more wood. 2 if fighting, tension, anger, etc. 
flares up, it starts very suddenly and violently: 
Violence flared up in several cities, o The dispute 
could flare up into a major crisis. 3 if a person 
flares up, they show sudden anger towards sb: 
He flared up in a fury and shouted at her. 4 if an 
illness or injury flares up, it suddenly starts 
again or becomes worse: Her asthma has flared 
up again. 

0. v + adv 

► flare-up n [usually sing.] 1 a sudden expres¬ 
sion of anger, violent feeling, etc: the latest flare- 
up between the two countries 2 an occasion when 
an illness or injury starts again or quickly 
becomes worse 

flash /flaeJV 

.flash sth a'round (also .flash sth a bout espe¬ 
cially BrE) (disapproving) to show sth valuable, 
especially money or jewellery to people, or let 
them see it, to impress them: Stop flashing your 
money around. 

4& v + n/pron + adv 

.flash ’back (to sth) if your mind or your 
thoughts flash back to sth that happened in the 
past, you suddenly remember it My mind 
flashed back to my first day at college. 

<£► v+adv 

► 'flashback n 1 [C] pJ] a scene in a film/movie, 
book, etc. which shows sth that happened earlier 
2 a sudden, very clear, strong memory of sth that 
happened to you in the past that is so real you feel 
that you are living through the experience 
again: She still has nigh tmares and vivid flash¬ 
backs of the accident 

flash by/’past; .flash by/ past sb/sth to go 

or pass very quickly; to go very quickly past 
sb/sth: The days just flashed by. o She watched 
the scenery flash past the train window. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

flatten /’fiaetn/ 

.flatten sth/yourself against/'on sb/sth to 

press your body or part of your body on or 
against sb/sth: She flattened her nose and lips 
against the window, o I flattened myself against 
the wall to let them pass. 

<j> v + n/pron + prep 

.flatten 'out 1 if a road, an area of land, etc. flat¬ 
tens out, it gradually becomes flat: After Oxford the 
countryside flattens out , 2 to stop growing or going 
up: Sales have flattened out in the last few yean. 

<j> v + adv 

.flatten sth 'out to make sth completely flat: She 
flattened out the crumpled letter on the desk. 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 





flesh 


102 


fly by 


flesh /flej 7 

.flesh sth out (with sth) to add more details or 
information to an argument, an idea, a drawing, 
etc: You need to flesh out the bones of your idea a 
bit more, o They must be prepared to flesh out 
their strategy with some details. 
v +adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

flick /fl ik/ 

.flick sth 'off to switch sth off quickly: Be flicked 
the light off. 

(OBJ) light J^Yn) switch sth off 5ME> flick sth on 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + rn 
.flick sth 'on to switch sth on quickly: Me flicked 
on the air conditioning. 

S3 ligtrt ggjj) switch sth on Ispp) flick sth off 

+ n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv+n 

.flick 'through sth to turn the pages of a book, 
etc. quickly or look through a pile of papers, etc, 
without reading everything: He flicked through a 
magazine while he waited. 

pages, book, papers Hyy) flip through sth; 
leaf through sth; thumb through sth 

v + prep 

fling /fliy/ (flung /fUg/, flung) 

‘fling yourself at sb {informal,disapproving) to 
try too hard to show sb that you are interested in 
them in a sexual way and make them interested 
in you 

ggjj) throw yourself at sb 

<$► v+pron + prep 

fling yourself into sth to start to do sth with a 
lot of energy, enthusiasm and effort: When they 
split up she flung herself into her work to try to 
forget him. 

)MH> throw yourself into sth 

v + pron + prep 

.fling sth off (.informal) to take clothes off 
quickly and carelessly: Flinging off her coat, she 
sank into an armchair. 

H5E> throw sth off Jo fling sth on 
<£ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.fling sth ’on (informal) to put clothes on quickly 
and carelessly: Just fling a coat on over your 
pyjamas. 

WtE> throw sth on fggg) fling sth off 

<|>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

flip /flip/ (-pp-) 

flip for sb/sth (AmE, slang ) to begin to like sb 
very much; to suddenly become very excited 
about sth attractive, pleasant, etc: She flipped for 
his red hair and freckles. 

<•> v+prep 

flip for sth; flip sb for sth ( AmE) = TOSS FOR 
STH, TOSS SB FOR STH 
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flip sb 'off (AmE,:Jang) to raise your middle fin¬ 
ger to sb in a very rude gesture 
<S>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.flip out ( informal , especially AmE) to become 
very angry or excited, or lose control 
d*m Flip is often used with this meaning, espe¬ 
cially in British English. 

<*> v+adv 

.flip 'over; .flip sth over to turn over, or to turn 
sth over, onto the other side or upside down: The 
dolphin flipped over onto its back, o A huge wave 
flipped the dinghy over. 

v + adv ♦ v+n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n 

flip through sth to turn over the pages of a 
book, etc. quickly, or look through a pile of 
papers, etc. without reading everything: He 
flipped through the photos quickly. 

EO pages, magazines HxH) flick through sth; 
leaf through sth 
0 v + prep 

flirt /flaft; AmE fl3Tt/ 

'flirt with sth ( written ) 1 to think about or be 
interested in sth for a short time, but not very 
seriously: / flirted briefly with the idea of emi¬ 
grating. E5I Idea, thought IMF) toy with sth 2 
to take risks or not worry about a dangerous 
situation: to flirt with dangertdeath/disaster 15131 
danger, disaster 
^■v+prep 

float /flaut: AmE flout/ 

float a round; .float a round sth (BrE also 
.float a bout/ round, .float a bout/ round sth) 1 

(usually used in the progressive tenses) if an idea 
or a piece of news is floating around/about, it 
is being talked about by a lot of people: There 's a 
rumour floating about (the office) that she’s leav¬ 
ing. [ sg gj] rumour. Idea USE) go around, go 
around sth 2 if you say that ;m object is floating 
around/about you mean that you have seen it 
somewhere but do not know exactly where it is: 
Is there a pen floating about here somewhere? 

0v + adv ♦ v + prep 

flood /flAd/ 

.flood back if a thought or a memory floods 
hack, you remember sth suddenly and it affects 
you strongly: Suddenly all my fears came flood¬ 
ing back. 

CEin Flood back is often used with the verb 
come: His words came.flooding back to me. 
v + adv 

.flood in; flood 'into sth 1 if water, etc. floods 
in or floods into a place, it moves to fill or cover 
it: He opened the door and water came flooding in. 
o Sunshine flooded into the room. 2 to come to or 


arrive at a place in large numbers or great quan¬ 
tities; Letters of support have been flooding in 
from all over the country. 

YsW) pour in, pour into sth 
v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.flood sb out to force sb to leave their home 
because of a flood: We were flooded out by a burst 
water main. 

EEH3 Flood sb out is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.flood over/ thro ugh sb if a feeling floods 
over/through you, it affects you very strongly:/! 
great sense of relief flooded through her. 

SyUD relief 
v + prep 

flood sth with sth to send sth somewhere in 
large numbers or amounts, sometimes more 
than is necessary: The switchboard was flooded 
with calls after the programme, o (figurative) 
The room was flooded with evening light 
fTPna Flood sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive: The office was flooded with complaints. 

<«> v+n/pron + prep 

flounder /‘flaond9(r)/ 

.flounder a round (BrEalso .flounder about)to 

struggle to move or get somewhere because it is 
difficult, or because you do not know where you 
are going: People were floundering about in the 
water, shouting and screaming, o (figurative) J 
floundered around trying to decide what. I ought 
to do next. 

<*> v + adv 

flow /flaw; AmEl\ovf 

‘flow from sth (formal) to come or result from 
sth: What benefits might flow from having a sin¬ 
gle European currency? 

fauBjj benefits/advantages, consequences 

^ v + prep 

fluff/flAf/ 

.fluff sth 'out/’up to shake or brush feathers, fur. 
hair, etc. so that they look bigger or softer: The 
bird fluffed out its feathers, o Let me fluff up your 
pillows for you. 

SIS feathers 

<*► v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

flunk /dink; 1 

.flunk out; .flunk out of sth (AmE, informal) 
to have to leave school or college because your 
marks/grades are not good enough: He flunked 
out (of college) last year. 

<3> v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 


flush /fiAj/ 

.flush sth a'way to get rid of sth with a sudden 
quick flow of water: She flushed the unused tab¬ 
lets away. 

0 v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.flush sb/sth out; flush sb/sth out of sth to 

force a person or an animal to leave the place 
where they are hiding: The dogs flushed out the 
deer that were left in the wood, o The police 
flushed the gunmen out of the building. 

<$> v+adv+n ♦ v +n/pron+adv ♦ 
v + n/pron+adv + prep 

flush sth out; flush sth out of sth to wash 
sth out; to get rid of sth with a rush of water: 
Drink lots of water to flush the poisons out of 
your body. 

<«> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv + prep 

flutter /■futefr)/ 

.flutter a round; .flutter a round sth (also 
.flutter a bout, .flutter a bout sth especially BrE) 
1 if a bird or an insect flutters around, it flies 
somewhere moving its wings very quickly: But¬ 
terflies fluttered around (the garden). 2 if a per¬ 
son flutters around, they move quickly in a 
nervous or excited way: My mother fluttered 
about picking things up and putting things away. 
<3>v + adv • v + prep 

.flutter down to move gently through the air to 
the ground: Wind shook the branches and several 
leaves fluttered down. 
v + adv 

fly Idaif (flies, flying, flew /flu:/flown ,/flaon; 

AmE Hoonj) 

,fly a round; .fly a round sth (also ,fly a bout, 
fly a' bout sth especially BrE) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses ) if a story or a piece of news is 
flying around, it is being talked about by a lot of 
people and passed from one person to another: 
Stories about his past are flying around among 
the students, o Rumours have been flying around 
the office. 

^v + adv ♦ v + prep 

■fly at sb (of a person or an animal) to attack sb 
suddenly and violently: She flew at him, hitting 
and kicking. 
v + prep 

,fly by/’past 1 when time flies by/past, it seems 
to pass very quickly: My three, years at college 
flew by. <> When you have lots of things to do, time 
just flies past. time, days, hours, etc. CdZl 

Fly can also be used with this meaning, espe¬ 
cially with the subject time: There was so much to 
do the time just flew. 2 when miles, etc. fly 
by/past, a journey by cat; bus, train or bicycle 
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seems to pass very quickly: As the mites flew past 
and we got closer and closer to the sea, the kids got 
more and more excited. [SUBjI miles, countryside 
^ v + adv 

,fly In/out; ,fly Into sth; ,fly ’out of sth to 

arrive/leave a place by plane: She's flying out to 
join him in Nairobi next week, o Several heads of 
state flew into tendon last nightjar talks with the 
Prime Minister. 

-> see also fly sb/sth in/out, fly sb/sth 

INTO./OUT OF STH 

<j> v+adv * v + prep ♦ v+adv + prep 
,fly sb/sth 'in/'out: ,fly sb/sth 'Into sth; ( fly 
sb/sth ’out of sth to bring sb/sth by plane to a 
place or take them away: They flew us in by heli¬ 
copter. o Food supplies are being flown out imme¬ 
diately o The travel company is flying 200people 
out of the area tomorrow. 

-* see also fly ik/out, fly into .sth, fly oft of sth 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 

v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
,fly into sth if sb flies into a temper, etc., they 
suddenly become extremely angry: He flies into a 
rage when you mention her. 

SobjJ rage, temper, panic 
^ v + prep 

,fly 'off: ,fly 'off sth to come off sth suddenly and 
with force: The jolt caused her glasses to fly off 
<§► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

E23 fly off the handle (informal) to become sud¬ 
denly very angry 

,fly 'out; ,fly ’out of sth - fly in/out. fly into 

STH, FLY OUT OF STH 

,fly sb/sth 'out: ,fty sb/sth out of sth = fly 

SB/STH IN/GUT, FLY SB/STH INTO STH, FLY SB/STH 
OUT OF STH 

,fly ’past - FLY BY/PAST 

fob /fob; AmFfa:b/ (-bb-) 

,fob sb 'off (with sth) (BrE) 1 to try to make sb 
stop asking questions or complaining by giving 
them answers or excuses that are not true: Don’t 
try to fob me off with excuses. 2 to give sb sth that 
is different from or not as good as what they 
want; We thought we’d been fobbed off with infer 
lor goods. 

HiD palm sb off (with sth) 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,fob sth 'off on/onto sb (BrE, informal) to trick 
sb into accepting sth that you do not want or sth 
that is not genuine: She tried to fob all her junk 
off onto me. 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

focus /fookos; AmE 'fbo-/ (-s- or -ss-) 

focus on sb/sth: focus sth on sb/sth (also 
’focus upon sb/sth, focus sth upon sb/sth more 
formal ) 1 to give all your attention, effort, etc. to 


a particular* problem, subject or person: Suspi¬ 
cion focused on her husband, o The programme 
was intended to focus attention on global warm¬ 
ing. 2 (of eyes, a camera, etc.) to be adjusted so 
that things can be seen clearly; to adjust sth so 
that you can see things clearly: Rest your eyes by 
letting them focus on distan t objects, o The cam¬ 
era was focused on an old woman. 

<$► v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

fog /fog; AmE fo;g. fa:g/ (-gg-) 

,fog 'up if a glass surface fogs up it becomes 
covered with steam or drops of water so that it is 
difficult to see in or through it: The windscreen 
started to fog up. 

HMTB mist up, mist sth up; steam up, steam sth 
up 

^ v + adv 

foist /foist/ 

foist sth/sb/yourself on sb (also foist sth/ 
sb/yourself upon sb more formal ) to force sb to 
accept sth that they do not want, or take care of 
sb that they do not want to: Hedoesn’ttry to foist 
his beliefs on everyone, o She resented having the 
child foisted on her while the parents went travel¬ 
ling abroad. 

BESS Foist sth on sb is often used in the passive, 
^ v+n/pron + prep 

fold /feuId;AmEfoold/ 

fold a way/ down; fold sth a way/ down to 

be able to be bent or arranged into a smaller or 
flatter shape that you can store or carry more 
easily; to bend or arrange sth in this way: The 
bed can fold away o You can fold the table away 
to make more room. 

Bftua If you want to talk about a newspaper, a 
piece of paper, etc. use fold up. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► foldaway (also 'folddown, fold-up) adj [only 
before noun] that can be folded so that you can 
carry it or store it mom easily 

.fold sth a’way to fold sth and put it away: She 
folded the newspaper a way 
& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.fold sth 'back, 'over, down, etc. to bend sth 
back, over, down, etc. so that one part of it lies 
flat on another: He folded the corner of the page 
over to mark his place. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.fold down; .fold sth down = fold away/ 

DOWN, FOLD STH AWAY/DGWN 

.fold sth into sth; .fold sth 'in (in cooking) to 
mix one substance gently with another, usually 
with a spoon: Gently fold the flour into the mix¬ 
ture. o Fold in two egg whites, 

^ v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


fold A in B; fold B round/over A to wrap 
sb/sth in sth: She gently folded the baby in a blan¬ 
ket. o She folded a blanket round the baby, o He 
folded her in his arms ( he put his arms 
around her). 

^v +n/pron + prep 

.fold 'up; .fold sth "up to bend sth or fold it so 
that it is smaller: The map folds up quite small, o 
She folded the letter up and put it in her pocket. 
Tqpp) unfold, unfold sth 

v + adv * v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
* ‘fold -up adj = foldaway at FOLD away/down. 

FOLD STH AWAY/DOWN 

fol IOW / * folau; A mE ’fedoo/ 

.follow ’on 1 (from sth) to continue or result from 
sth in a natural or logical way: Listen carefully to 
the answer and make sure that your next question 
follows on. o Following on from what Jill has 
said. I’d like to talk about the future of the com¬ 
pany. 2 to leave a place after sb else and meet 
them later: You go now. I’ll follow on later. 
v+adv 

► 'follow-on n (especially BrE) something that 
continues or results from sth; the action of fol¬ 
lowing on from sth: The movie ‘Arthur 2’ was a 
successful follow-on to Arthur', o follow-on treat- 
mentltalks o ajbllow-on call 

.follow through (sport) to complete a stroke in 
tennis, golf, etc. by continuing to move the dub, 
etc. after you have hit the ball 
v + adv 

► follow-through (also ’follow-through espe¬ 
cially AmE) n (sport) (in tennis, golf, etc.) the 
final part of a stroke after the ball has been hit 

see also follow-thhough at follow through 

(WITH STH), FOLLOW STH THROUGH 

.follow through, follow sth through to 

complete sth you have begun or already done: 
The store did not follow through with the prosecu¬ 
tion. o He never follows things through. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
»> .follow-through n the actions that sb takes to 
complete or continue sth: Your folio w- through on 
the project was not very satisfactory 
-* see also follow-through at follow through 
.follow ‘up; .follow sth ’up 1 (with sth) to take 
further action about sth: You should follow your 
letter up with a phone call (= you should write 
first and then telephone). 2 to find out more 
about sth sb has told you or suggested to you: The 
police are following up all the leads, o It's worth 
following up his idea. [§12 lead, Idea, complaint, 
matter BxB) Investigate sth (morefor mat) 

^v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► ’follow-up (to sth) n [usually sing ] something 
that continues sth: The survey is a follow-up to 
the questionnaire, o follow-up treatmentlstudies 


fool /full/ 

.fool a’round 1 (BrE also .fool a'bout) (with sth) 

to waste time or behave in a sUly way: Stop fool¬ 
ing about with that knife: 2 (with sb) (especially 
AmE) to have a casual sexual relationship with 
another person’s partner or with sb who is not 
your partner: He’s been fooling around with other * 
women. 3 (AmE) if two people fool around, they 
kiss and touch each other in a sexual way: We 
were fooling around on the couch when my dad 
walked in. 

<|> v+adv 

force /fo:s; AmELxrsi 

.force 'back sth; .force it/them back to try 

very hard not to show an emotion: Forcing back 
the tears , she nodded and smiled. 
gDy] tsars 

pmara A noun must always follow back, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and back. ♦ Force 
back sth is not used in the passi ve, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

.force sth 'down to make yourself eat or drink 
sth when you do not want to: She forced down her 
breakfast 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
’force sth on sb (also force sth upon sb more 
formal) to make sb accept sth they do not want to: 
I didn’t want to take the money, but she forced it on 
me. o Teachers feel that changes are being forced 
on them. 

SS3 change, cuts, decision 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

force itself/themselves on sb (also force 
Itself/the mselves upon sb more formal) if sth 
forces itself cm you, you cannot avoid becoming 
aware of it: When he read the letter, the truth 
forced itself on him, 

& v + pron + prep 

force yourself on sb (also force yourself 
upon sb more formal) to force sb to have sex with 
you when they do not want to, by using violence 
or by threatening them 
J0H> rape sb 
v + pron + prep 

force sth upon sb - force sth on sb 
force Itself/themselves upon sb = force 

ITSELF/THEMSELVES ON SB 

'force yourself upon sb = force yourself on sb 

forge /fo:d 3 ; AmEivjriM 

.forge a’head 1 to move forward quickly: He 
forged ahead, panting and breathless. 2 (with sth) 
to make progress quickly: The company is forg¬ 
ing ahead with itsplans. o Jane's language skills 
enabled her to forge ahead on the career ladder. 
W<E> press ahead/on (with sth) 

<S> v + adv 





fork 
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fumble 


fork /fo:k; AmEfoxk; 

.fork ‘out (for sth), .fork sth ’out (for/on sth 

(informal) to pay a lot of money for sth, espe¬ 
cially when you do not want to: / had to fork out 
for a cab home. o / had to fork out $30 for a cab 
home. 

HlH) shell out (for sth). shell sth out (for sth) 

^ v + adv ♦ v+adv+n * v + pron + adv * 
v + n+adv (rare) 

.fork sth 'over (AmE, informal) to pay for sth, 
especially when you do not want to: I had to fork 
over the $10 lowed her. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

form /fo:m; AmE farm} 

.form ’up: .form sb 'up if soldiers form up. or 
sb forms them up, they get Into position in 
lines: The general formed up his troops, o The 
teams formed up into lines. 

v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (rare) 

fOUl /faol/ 

.foul 'up; .foul Sth 'up (informal) to do sth badly; 
to spoil sth. especially by making mistakes: The 
team can't afford to foul up in this game, o fie 
admitted he'd completely fouled things up. 

WE) mess up, mess sth up 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
► ’foul-up n (ir\formai) a problem caused by bad 
organ ization or a stupid mistake: an administra¬ 
tive foul-up o There was a computer foul-up at 
the bank and customers were sent the wrong 
statements. 

found /faund/ 

'found sth on sth (also found sth upon sth 

more for mat) to base sth on sth: Their conclusions 
were largely founded on guesswork. 

HU) base sth on/upon sth 

EEna Found sth on/upon sth is usually used in 
the passive. 

0v + n/pron + prep 

freak /iirnk/ 

.freak ‘out; .freak sb 'out (informal) if sb 
freaks out or if sth freaks them out, they react 
very strongly to sth that shocks, angers, excites 
or frightens them: I don't know what happened in 
the exams. Jjustfreaked out. o I thought Vd seen a 
ghost — it really freaked me out . 

GEB9 Freak and freak sb are used less often 
with the same meaning. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v * adv + n (less 
frequent) 


free/fn:/ 

.free sb/sth 'up to do sth so that sb is able to do 
sth else; to make money, time, etc. available for a 
particular purpose: Having a secretary frees me 
up to work on other things, o I need to free up more 
disk space. 

ESSE Free sb/sth is also used with the same 
meaning. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

freeze /fri:z/ (froze /frauz; AmE frouz/frozen 
/Trouzn; AmE ’frouzn/) 

.freeze sb/sth out; .freeze sb/sth out of 

sth (informal) to prevent sb from being part of a 
group or taking part in an activity, business, etc. 
by being very unfriendly or making things very 
d ifficult for them; My colleagues were freezing me 
out o American rice farmers complained that 
their crops ivere being frozen out of the market. 
EESHThis phrasal verb is often used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► 'freeze-out n (informal, especially AmE) an act 
of preventing sb from being part of a group or 
from taking part in an activity a business, etc. 
freeze ‘over to become covered by ice: The river 
sometimes freezes over. 

WE> ice over/up 
v + adv 

freeze ‘up 1 if Sth freezes up, it becomes 
blocked with frozen liquid $o that it cannot be 
used: The pipes had frozen up. 2 if sb freezes 
up, they are so nervous, frightened or excited 
that they are unable to move: I was so nervous I 
froze up. 
v + adv 

freshen/'frejn/ 

.freshen 'up; .freshen yourself 'up to wash 
and make yourself look clean and tidy after a 
journey; before a meeting, etc: I II just freshen 
(myself) up before dinner. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + pron + adv 

.freshen sth 'up to make sth look cleaner and 
more attractive: A coat of paint will freshen this 
room up. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

frighten/frartn/ 

frighten sb/sth a way/off; frighten sb/sth 

a'way from sth 1 to make a person or an ani¬ 
mal go away by making them feel afraid: The 
noise frightened the birds away, o I sometimes use 
a gun to frighten dogs away from the hens. 2 to 
make a person or an organization so nervous 


that they are no longer interested In sth or no 
longer want to do sth: Investment companies 
have been frightened off by fear of losing money. 

WE> scare sb/sth away/off 

+ n/pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

fritter, ’'frita(r)/ 

fritter sth a'way (on sth) to waste time or money 
on things that are not useful or important: He’s 
frittered away the money his father left him. 
foBJi money, time 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

front /frAnt/ 

'front for sb/sth to represent a group or an 
organization in order to hide a secret or an 
illegal activity or prelect the person who is con¬ 
trolling it: The police could not discover who he 
was fronting for. 
v+prep 

front 'onto sth if a building fronts onto sth, it 
faces it: The apartment fronts onto the beach. 

^ v + prep 

frost /frnst; AmE fro:st / 

frost 'over/’up to become covered with frost: All 
the windows frosted up overnight. 

<§► v + adv 

frown /fVaon/ 

frown on sb/sth (also 'frown upon sb/sth more 
formal) to disapprove of sb/sth: .Some restaur¬ 
ants frown on men not wearing jackets. 
grara Frown on/upon sth is often used in the 
passive: Such behaviour is frowned upon, 
-tseealsos miu-: on/upon sb/sth 
^ V + prep 

fry /frai/ (trios, frying, fried, fried) 

fry sth 'up to cook food in oil especially in order 
to make a meal quickly: He fried up some eggs 
and potatoes. 

4> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► fry-up n ( BrE , informal) a meal of fried food, 
especially bacon, eggs, etc. 

fuck/f.\k 

,fuck a'bout (with sth) (BrK) = fuck around 

(WITH STH) 

fuck sb a'bout (BrE) = fuck sb around 

fuck a'round (BrE also ,fuck a bout) (with sth) 
(A, slang) to waste time by behaving in a silly 
way: Stop fucking around and give me a hand. 
man A more polite informal way of saying this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about, 
v+adv 


fuck sb a round (BrE also fuck sb a bout) (A, 

slang) to treat sb badly or in an unhelpful way, 
causing them a delay: Don’t fuck me around. 
imp A more polite informal way of saying this 
is mess sb around or, In British English, mess 
sb about. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

fuck 'off (A, slang) used to tell sb very rudely to 
go away: Fuck off and leave me alone! 
v + adv 

fuck Sb ‘over (AmE, A, slang ) to treat sb very 
badly or unfairly: The company promised me a 
big pay-off but they rea l ly fucked me over. 
gran A more polite informal way to say this is 
mess sb around, 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

fuck ‘up; .fuck sth ‘up (A, slang) to spoil sth or 
do sth badly; to make a stupid mistake: It was my 
fault — lfucked up. o He’s fucked everything up. 
l?t*ng A more polite informal way to say this is 
mess (sth) up or foul (sth) up. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

► fuck-up n (A, slang) 1 a problem caused by 
bad organization or a stupid mistake EHE A 
more polite informal way to say this is foul-up. 
2 (AmE) a person who does sth badly or makes 
stupid mistakes 

fuck sb 'up (A, slang) 1 to upset or confuse sb so 
much that they are not able to deal with prob¬ 
lems in their lifeGEHii A more polite informal 
way to say this is mess sb up. 2 (AmE) to hit or 
kick sb hard many times d*Q3 A more polite 
informal way to say this is beat sb up. 

4* v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

► .fucked [ up adj (A, slang ) thoroughly confused 
or disturbed 

gran A more polite informal way to say this is 
messed up. 

'fuck with sb to treat sb badly in a way that 
makes them annoyed 

EZEQ3 A more polite way to express tins is mess 
with sb, 

0 v + prep 

fuel /'fju:el/(-U-, AmE -!-) 

.fuel ‘Up; .fuel sth ‘up to put fuel into a vehicle: / 
need to fuel up before I begin the trip, o (figura¬ 
tive) On a cold morning I like to fuel up with a hot 
breakfast, o People in a hurry can fuel up their 
cars and themselves in one stop. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

fumble rumui 

fumble a round (also .fumble a'bout especially 
BrE) to move awkwardly especially using your 
hands to do sth or to find sth: He fumbled around 
in the dark trying to find the lamp. 

& v + adv 





furnish 
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furnish /'fkmf; AtnJE'&:rmSf 

'furnish sb/sth with sth (formal) to supply or 
provide sb/sth with sth: She furnished him with 
the facts surrounding the case. 

supply sb/sth (with sth) 

<|>v + n/pron + prep 

ffUSS/fAs/ 

fuss at sb (AmE) to complain to sb about sb/sth 
very often in an annoying way: She’s always fuss¬ 
ing at me about my smoking, 

^ v + prep 

fuss over sb/sth to pay a lot of attention, or too 
much attention, to sb/sth: She likes to have some¬ 
one to fuss over, o When she gets nervous she 
fusses over unimportant details, 

BS3 Fuss over sb can be used in the passive: I 
hate being fussed over, 
v+prep 

futz /lAtS,/ 

,futz a round (AmE. spoken, slang) to spend time 
doing unimportant things: I just futzed around 
all morning and got nothing done. 

HZ® mess around (BrE) 

<§► v + adv 


Gg 


gabble /‘gsebl/ 

.gabble a'way/'on (about sth) to talk quickly 
and for a long time about sth so that people find it 
difficult to understand you or become bored: 
Someone on the radio was gabbling away in a for¬ 
eign language, o Nicola gabbled on about her 
boyfriend for hours. 
v + adv 

gad /gsed/ (-dd-) 

gad a'bout/a'round (old-fashioned, informal, 
humorous , especially BrE) to go to different 
places looking for fun and excitement, especially 
when you should be doing sth else: It "s about time 
he stopped gadding about and settled down. 
v + adv 

939 IqsbqI (-gg-) 

bo 'gagging for sth (BrE slang > (only used in 
the progressive tenses) if somebody is gagging 
for sth, they want it very much: We were all gag¬ 
ging for a burger, o Not ail rock stars are gagging 
for it (= wanting to have sex with sb). 
rcpra You can also use be gagging to do sth:./bor- 
ballers gagging to play for their country 
v + prep 

gain /gem/ 

'gain in Sth to get more of a particular quality: 
The students are slo wly gaining in confidence. 
iqbji popularity, confidence, strength 
^v+prep 

'gain on sb/sth (often used in the progressive 
tenses) to come closer to sb/sth, especially sb/sth 
that you are chasing; We were gaining on the eat- 
in front. 
v + prep 

gallop /‘gaelap/ 

.gallop 'through sth to do or say sth very* 
quickly: Don't gallop through your speech as if 
you can't wait tofinish. 

^ v + prep 

gamble /'gsembl/ 

.gamble sth a way to lose sth such as money, 
your possessions, etc. by risking it/them on a 
card game, horse race, etc: She gambled away all 
our money. 
iobj] money 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

gamble on sth; 'gamble on doing sth; 
gamble on sb/sth doing sth to take a risk 
with sth, hoping that you or it will be successful: 


She's had two kidney transplants and now her 
family are gambling on one last operation, o 
We’re gambling on the weather being fine on Sat¬ 
urday, 

<§► v + prep 

gang /gaeg/ 

.gang 'up (against/on sb) (informal ) to join 
together, especially to oppose, threaten, hurt or 
frighten sb: My brothers are always ganging up 
on me. 
v+adv 

gas /gffis/ (-SS-) 

.gas 'up; gas sth 'up (AmE, informal) to put fuel 
in a vehicle: I'll have to gas up before we learn, o 
Have you gassed up the car? 

Bin) fuel up, fuel sth up 

<$* v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

gather /'oae-wr)/ 

.gather a round; .gather a round sb/sth 
(BrE also .gather round, .gather ’round sb/sth) 

to come together in one place, forming a group 
around sb/sth : Everyone gathered around to hear 
the song, o They all gathered round the table. 

& v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.gather sth 'in to collect a quantity of things, 
especially crops, and put them all together in one 
place 

IM3 harvest, crop 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.gather round; .gather round sb/sth ( BrE) - 

GATHER AROUND, GATHER AROUND SB/STH 

.gather sth to'gether/ up to bring together 
objects that have been spread around: She 
gathered together her belongings and left. 

HO papers, belongings, things 

CEEQ Gather sth is used less often with the same 

meaning. 

^ v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
gear /gie(r); AmE gir/ 

'gear sth to/towards sb/sth; 'gear sth 
to/towards doing sth to make or change sth 
so that it is suitable for a particular need or an 
appropriate level or standard: The programme is 
clearly geared to a teenage audience, o We try to 
gear our services to customers ’ requirements, o 
The policy is geared towards attracting nurses 
back to work. 

CEEHThis phrasal verb is usually used in the 
passive, 

v + n/pron + prep 





gear up 


no 


m 


get back 


.gear up (for sth/to do sth), .gear sb/sth/your- 
self 'up (for sth/to do sth) to be prepared, ready 
and able to do sth; to become or make sb/sth/ 
yourself ready, prepared or able to do sth: The 
players are gearing up for the big game, o The 
hospital is gearing itself up to deal with new 
patients . 

nan Gear sb/sth up is usually used in the 
passive. 

V + adv ♦ V + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

gee/dsk/ 

t gee 'up (BrE) used to tell a horse to start moving 
or to go fast er 
v+adv 

.gee sb 'up (BrE) to encourage sb to work harder 
or faster or to perform better: Their success last 
week will gee the team up. 

0v +n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 


gen /dgen/ <-n n~) 

,gen up; ,gen sb/yoursolf up (on sth) (otd- 
fashioned, BrE, informal) to find out about sth; to 
get or give sb information on sth; I must gen 
myself up for the interview. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

get /get/ (getting, got, got /got; AmEqoYtj) 

GHB In spoken American English, the past par¬ 
ticiple gotten is almost always used, 


-about 
-above 
~ across 
-after 

- ahead, ahead of 
111 -along 

- around 

- around to 
-at 
-away 

- away from 

- away wrth 
-back 

11.2 -backat 

- back into 

- back to 

- back together 

- back with 

- behind 

- beyond 
-by 

- down 

113 -downon 

- down to 


-in 

114 -inon 

- in with 
-into 

115 -off 
-off on 

- off together 

- off on doing 

- off with 

116 -on 
-on at 

- onto, on to 

117 - out, out of 
-out of 

118 -over 
-past 
~ round 

- round to 

- through 

119 -to 

- together 

120 -up 

- upas/in 
-up to 


.get a bout 1 (BrE also .get a'round) if sb who is 
old or ill gets about, they are able to move from 
place to place without difficulty: She gets about 
with the help of a stick. 2 (BrE) = get around 
4* v + adv 


,g©t a bout sth (BrE) = get around sth 
.get above yourself (especially BrE) (often used 
in the progressive tenses) to have too high an opin¬ 
ion of yourself; to behave as if you are better 
than other people: She’s been getting a bit above 
herself since winning that award. 

^ v+prep + pron 

.get a cross (to sb) to be communicated to sb or 
understood by sb: The message is fina lly getting 
across to the public. 
v + adv 

.get a'cross; .get a cross sth to move from 
one side of a river, a bridge, a street, etc. to the 
other: How can we get across to the island? o The 
only way to get across the lake is by boat, o Can 
we get across the city without having to use the 
subway? 

<$► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.get sth a'cross ( also .got sth 'over less frequent) 
(to sb) to communicate sth to sb; to make sth 
dear to sb: lies not very good at getting his ideas 
across to the class, o You’ll have to think of new 
ways of getting your message across effectively. 
£DbD message, point, idea Wod put sth across 
E33B Get sth across is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦v + adv + n 
.get sb/sth a cross sth (also .get sb/sth over 
sth) to move sb/sth, or to help sb/sth move, from 
one side of sth such as a road, river, bridge, wall, 
etc. to the other: We ’ve got to get supplies across 
the border somehow, o We got all the injured sol¬ 
diers across the rivet: o Billy got the pony over the 
jumps with difficulty. 

CHE Get sb/sth across sth is not used in the 
passive. 

4* v + n/pron + prep 

.get 'after sb ( informal , especially AmE) 1 to 
keep asking or telling sb to do sth. often in an 
annoying way: She’s been getting after me to take 
a vacation, o I had to get after Jack to clean his 
room . 2 to try to catch sb, especially after they 
have committed a crime: We need to be tougher on 
those who commit crime attd get after drug users 
more. 

^ v + prep 

.get a head; .get a'head of sb to make more 
progress than other people, companies,, etc.; to 
become successful in your life or your career: It 
isn't easy to get ahead in the movie business, o By 
doing extra homework, he soon got ahead, of his 
classmates. 

4> v+adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

033 get a head of yoursetf to tell sb sth before 
you have fully explained the background or the 
details that they need to know first 


.get a long (informal) 1 (often used in theprogres¬ 
sive tenses ) to leave a place: It’s late. We’d better be 
getting along, o One more coffee and then I must 
get along ; -* see also get on 5 2 (with sb/together) 
= GET ON 1 3 (With sth) = GET ON 4 
4> v + adv 

,get a'round (BrE also .get a bout) i (informal) 
to move from place to place; to go to lots of differ- 
ent places: You certainly get around! Paris one 
minute, Bonn the next, o She can use my car to get 
around while she’s here. 2 (of news, a piece of 
information, etc.) to become known by a lot of 
people: The news of her resignation soon got 
around, o Word soon got around that they were 
having an affair 3 to have an active social life 
and be aware of what is happening: It’s time you 
got around more. see also get out 2 4 (infor¬ 
mal, disapproving) to Itave sexual relationships 
with lots of different people 5 - get about 1 
<£■ v + adv 

.get a round; .get a round sth = get round, 

GET ROUND STII 

.get a'round sb (especially AmE) get round sb 

.get a'round sth (BrE also .get a bout sth, .got 
'round sth) 1 to move around a city, a country, 
etc: It's easy to get around Amsterdam on a 
bicycle . 2 (of news, a piece of information, etc.) 
to become known by a lot of people: News soon 
gets round the office, o It didn't take long for the 
rumour to get all around town. 3 (especially 
AmE) = GET HOUND STH 3 
^ v + prep 

.get a'round to sth; .get a'round to doing 

Sth = GET ROUND/AROUND TO STH, GET ROUND/ 
AROUND TO DOING STH 

'get at Sb ( informal) 1 (usually used in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses) to keep criticizing sb: Sam's par¬ 
ents are always getting at him. o She feels she’s 
being got at 2 to influence sb, especially 
illegally; for example by threatening them or 
offering money; in order to persuade them to say 
sth untrue or act in an unfair way: One of the wit¬ 
nesses had been got at o They even tried getting 
at the judge. 

EHO Get at sb can be used in the passive. 

^ v + prep 

'get at sb/sth to reach or obtain sb/sth; to find a 
way of entering a place, talking to sb, looking at 
sth, etc: The files are locked up and I can’t get at 
them, o I can’t get at my inheritance until I’m 21. 
mim Get at sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
Put it in a place where it can be got at easily. 

4k v + prep 

'get at sth to learn, discover or find out sth: We’ve 
got toget at the truth. 

F5ej1 truth HxH) find sth out 
v + prep 


IQS] what are you, was he, etc. 'getting at? 

(spoken) used to ask, often in an angry way, what 
sb is/was suggesting: What exactly are you get¬ 
ting at?oI see what you’re getting at, but I’m 
afraid l can’t help you with that. 

.get a'way 1 to have a holiday/vacation: We’re 
hoping to get away for a few days at Easter, o Will 
you manage to get away this year? 2 (from sth/...) 
to succeed in leaving a place: It was midday 
before we finally managed to get away, o I won’t 
be able to get away from the office before 7. 3 (from 
sb/sth/...) to escape from sb or a place: The 
thieves got away in a blue van. o You're not get¬ 
ting away from me so easily! 4 .get 'away (with 
you)! (BrE, spoken, becoming old-fashioned) used 
to show that you find it difficult to believe what 
sb has just said: Get away! Yrm could never run 
that, jar! o Tm going to live in China.' Vet away 
with you!'WE> go on 
^ v + adv 

► 'getaway n [usually sing.J 1 t he act of leaving a 
place in a hurry, especially after committing a 
crime: They made a quick getaway. 2ashort holi¬ 
day/vacation,; a place for this: the popular island 
getaway of Penang 

.get a'way from sth; .get a way from doing 

sth to start doing sth in a different way or talk¬ 
ing about a different subject The club should get 
away from its oId-fashioned image and try to 
attract younger people. 0 1 tried to get away from 
the subject of babies. 
v + adv+prep 

(SSI get a way from it all (informal) to have a 
short holiday/vacation in a quiet place where 
you can relax there’s no getting a way from sth; 
you can’t get a'way from sth you have to admit 
that sth unpleasant is true; There’s no getting 
away from the fact that his mistake lost the game 
for his team. 

.get sb/sth a way from sth to remove sb/sth 
from somewhere: Get that dog away from me! 0 
Someone was trying to get Angela aimy from the 
window. 

BEna Get sb/sth away from sth is not used in 
the passive, 

^ v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.get a'way with sth' 1 to steal sth and escape 
with it: Thieves raided the batik and got away 
with £50000. 2 (also .get a'way with doing sth) 
(Informal) to do sth wrong and not be punished 
or criticized for it: I can’t believe you cheated in 
the exam and got away with it! 0 Nobody gets 
away with insulting me like that. 3 to receive a 
relatively light punishment: For such a serious 
Offence he was lucky to get away with a fine. 
fine, warning 
^ v + adv + prep 

get back 1 (from/to sth/...) to return, especially 
to your home: What time did you get back last 
night? 0 We only got back from our trip yesterday 
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o It’ll take us ten minutes to get there andfive min¬ 
utes to get back 2 (from sb/sth) (used especially to 
give orders) to move away from a place, a person 
or sth that is happening: Get back or I'll shoot! 
>» Y »> stand back; back off 
v + adv 

,get sb 'back 1 to persuade sb to begin a roman* 
tic relationship with you again, after you have 
been apart for some time: I’ve done everything I 
can to get her back. 2 (for sth/for doing sth) (infor¬ 
mal) - GET BACK AT SB 

12333 Get sb back is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

,get sb/sth 'beck (to sth/...) to take sb/sth back 
to a place after they have been away from it: We 'll 
get her back home before midnight 
(fflua Get sb/sth back is not used in the passive. 
^ v + n/pron + adv 

get sth 'back to obtain sth again after you have 
lost it, spent it, lent it to sb, etc: She's got her old 
job back, o 1 never tend people books; you never 
get them back, o If I don 7 like the dress , can I get 
my money back? o There isn 7 much of a chance of 
gettin g the wallet back(= it has been stolen). 

EZQQS Get sth back cannot be used in the passive. 
4? v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

IHZSt get your breath back (BrE) to start breath¬ 
ing normally again after physical exercise: It 
took me a while to get my breath back after run¬ 
ning for the bus. o (figurative) I haven't had a 
moment to get my breath back (- I've been very 
busy) since we came back from Prague. 

get 'back at sb (also ,get sb back) (for sth/for 
doing sth) ( informal) to punish or hurt sb 
because they have done sth unpleasant to you: 
This is his way of getting back at me for arguing 
with him. o HI get her back for what she's done. 
MH> pay sb back (for sth/for doing sth) 

<!► v + adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

,gat back ‘into sth to start being interested or 
involved in a particular activity again: She'll try 
to get back into journalism when the kids start 
school o How soon should I gel back into serious 
training? 
v + adv + prep 

,gat 'back to sb to reply to sb or contact them 
again by letter or by telephone: Leave a message 
and I'll get back to you as soon as I can. o They 
never got back to me about my order. 

+ adv + prep 

,gat 'back to Sth to start doing or talking about 
sth again; to return to sth: To get back to what. 1 
was saying earlier... o Once I was aumke I 
couldn't get back to sleep, o Let's get back to the 
point . 

<e>v + adv + prep 


.get 'back with sb; .get back to'gether to 

begin a romantic relationship with sb again, 
after you have been apart for some time: Jade's 
getting back with his ex-girlfriend, o Jack and his 
girlfriend are getting back together. 

-*see also get together 2 
<$► v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv+adv 

.get be hind (with sth) to not go as fast as is neces¬ 
sary or as other people; to not produce sth at the 
right time: Once I get behind (with my work) it’s 
very hard to ca tch up. o We're, getting behind with 
the rent. 

Mi?) drop behind, drop behind sb/sth; fall 
behind, fell behind sb/sth ?opp) get ahead 
<*► v + adv 

.get be hind sb/sth 1 to move into a position 
behind sb/sth: If you get behind the tree, she won 7 
seeyou. o Beseems to go mad when he gets behind 
the wheel of a car. 2 to reveal the person or thing 
responsible for starting or developing sth: This 
is a programme that really gets behind the world 
of pop music. 3 (especially AmE) to support 
sb/sth and help them to succeed: The whole town 
got behind himithe campaign. 
v+prep 

.get be yond sth 1 (also .get ‘past sth) to move 
or advance further than a particular place: I 
haven't been able to get beyond chapter one. o 
When we got beyond York , it started to snow. 2 
(also .get 'past sth) to make progress so that you 
no longer do or are interested in a particular 
thing: Hasn’t she got heyondtpast the stage of 
sucking her thumb yet? 3 to become more than 
sth: What if our losses get beyond 10%? 
v + prep 

U get beyond a joke to become annoying and 
no longer acceptable: This rain is getting beyond 
a joke. Let’s go inside. 

.get 'by to manage to live or do a particular thing 
using the money knowledge, equipment, etc. 
that you have: How does she get by on such a small 
salary? o Are you earning more money now?’ 7 
get by. 1 o She 's got a deadline to meet, so she's get¬ 
ting by on virtually no sleep, o I don't know a lot 
of Italian, but I can get by. o To begin with, you 
can get by with a few simple tools . o Getting by 
isn 7 good enough for me. I want to be successful. 

& v + adv 

( get ‘by; .get 'by sb/sth = get past, get past 
sb/sth 

.get 'down 1 (from sth) to move from a higher 
position to a lower one: The driver got down from 
his truck to help me. ElE© get up 2 to bend down¬ 
wards from a standing position and sit, kneel or 
lie on the ground: The children got down on their 
hands and knees and pretended to be lions, o He's 
going to shoot. 1 Get down! I opp> get up 3 (to 
sth/...) to visit or arrive at a place further south 


in the country than the place where you live: 
How long did it take you to get down here? MB 
get up 4 (from sth) (BrE) (of children) to leave 
the table after a meal: Please may I get down 
(from the table)? 5 (to sth) (spoken, informal) to 
go to a place: I'll get down there straight away, o 
I've got five mi mites to get down to the store. 6 
(AmE, informal) to relax and enjoy yourself, 
especially in a very lively way: Lets get down 
and party! 
v + adv 

.get down; .get 'down sth to move from a 
higher place to a lower one, for example using 
stairs, a rope, a ladder, etc: What are you doing on 
the table? Get down now! o Did you get down the 
hill without any difficulty? o How does water get 
down the back of the sink? 

MB get up, get up sth 
0- v + adv * v + prep 

.get sb 'down (informal) to make sb feel sad or 
depressed: This weather is really getting me 
down, o Don't let it get you down too much. 

2HS) depress sb 

EEm Get sb down is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.get sb/sth 'down 1 (to sth/...) to send or move 
sb/sth to a place, often a place further south in a 
country: Get somebody down here straight away. 
o We'll need to get the boat down to the south 
coast. MB get sb/sth up 2 (from sth) to move 
sb/sth from a higher position to a lower one: Can 
you get a jar down from the shelf for me? o He got 
the baby down from the high chair and put her on 
the floor, o Get your head do wn! {- bend so that 
your head is low) He's going to shoot! EM.H In 
informal spoken language get sb down sth and, 
less often, get sb sth down, are also used: Can 
you get me down that book? o Can you get me that 
book down? 

M Got sb/sth down is not used in the passive, 
^ v + n/pron + adv 

.get sth down 1 (a/so .got sth down sb/you 

informal) to swallow sth, usually with difficulty: 
The medicine was so horrible I could hardly get it 
down, o Get this tea down you, then you 'll feel bet¬ 
ter. WE> swallow sth 2 to make a note of or 
record sth: Get it down in writing, o / just man¬ 
aged to get down the car's registration number, o 
Did you get his name and telephone number 
down? Tsyn) note sth down; take sth down; 
write sth down 3 to reduce sth. especially the 
cost or price of sth: If we bargain, we tnay be able 
to get the price down, o How can / get my blood 
pressure down? EEs) bring sth down; lower sth 
CEm Get sth down cannot be used in the 
passive, 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

1 also v + n/pron + prep 


.get sb/sth 'down sth to manage to move sb/sth 
from a higher place to a lower one, for example 
using, stairs, a rope, a ladder, etc: I can’t get the 
bookcase down the stairs on my own. 

CElIi Get sb/sth down sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

.get sth 'down sb/you (informal) = get sth 
down 1 

.get 'down on sb/sth (for sth) (AmE. slung ) to 
think that sb/sth is wrong and to criticize them: 
She’s always getting down on me for coming in 
late, o It s easy to get down on kids from day to day 
and forget their good points. 

$ v + adv + prep 

.get 'down to sth; ,get down to doing sth to 

begin to do sth; to give serious attention to sth: 

Let's get down to business straight away, o Isn’t 

it about time you got down to work? o Read the 

text all the way through before you get down to 

translating it. 

fogjl business, work 

<£■ v + adv + prep 

.get 'in; .get 'into sth 1 to arrive at a place: 
When do you normally get in (= arrive home) 
from work? o What time do you get into work in 
the morning? o The train got in late, o What time 
does your flight get into Heathrow? 2 (also .get ’in 
sth informal) to succeed in entering a place, 
especially a building: How did the burglars get 
in? o They broke n window to get into the house, o 
You can ’tget in (= to a concert, party, etc.) without 
a ticket, o Maybe we can get in the window? MB 
get out, get out of sth 3 (also .get In sth) to 
enter or go inside sth: He ran to the car ,; got in and 
drove off. o l saw Jan getting into a cab. o Hurry 
up and get into bed. o Get in the car! o He needs 
help getting in the bath, o Luckily the poison 
hasn’t got into her bloodstream, o The smell of 
smoke got into all my clothes. MB get out, get 
out of sth 4 to be elected to a political position: 
They need 326 seats to get in. o The Republican 
candidate got in with a small majority, o When 
did she first get into Parliament? 5 to gain a place 
at a school, college, university etc: She’s applied 
for Cambridge, but doesn't know if she'll get in. o 
/ tried to get into Harvard, but I wasn’t accepted. 6 
(also ,get 'in sth informal) (BrE, sport) to be 
chosen as a member of a sports team: He played 
well at the trials for the football team and got in. o 
I'll never get into the senior side, o Did you get in 
the team? 

see also get into sth; get into sth, get 
sb/youkself into sth 
^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.get 'in sth = get in, get into sth 2,3,6 

.get sb 'In 1 to call sb to your home, etc. to do a job 
for you: We ’ll have to get a plumber in to mend the 
pipe. 2 to attract a large audience: A pantomime 
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usually gets the crowds in. JHs> pull sb in 3 (also 
,get sb 'into sth) to fit sb in a small place: Canyon 
get another person in (= in a car, for example)? 

fit sb/sth In. fit sb/sth into sth 4 (also get 
sb 'into sth) to make it possible for sb to get into 
a place, at tend an event, etc: If I come to the stage 
door f canyon get me in? 
muKS Get sb in cannot be used in the passive. 

<J»v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+ n (rare) 

( g©t sth ‘in 1 to collect or gather sth and bring it 
inside a place: Did you get in the washing when it 
started raining? o Can yon get the hags in from 
the car? o We worked hard all week to get the corn 
in. £sym> bring sth In 2 to buy a supply of sth: 
Have you got your coal in for the winter yet? o Will 
you he getting any more of these dresses in? o 
( informal ) Who ’s going to get the beets in (= buy 
beer for everybody)? 3 to manage to do, have, etc. 
sth, although there is not much time: I can only 
get in an hour ’$ piano practice a day. o We ought 
to get in another meeting before the end of the 
month . ZHs) fit sth in 4 to manage to say sth, 
usually when there are lots of people talking: 
She talks so much that it’s impossible to get a 
word in. o ‘Excuse me', } eventually got in, 7 
think / can help you. 'MR word 5 to manage to 
finish a piece of work and give it to sb in author¬ 
ity, for example your teacher: Did. you manage to 
get your project in on time? 6 (also get sth ’into 
sth) to fit sth in a small place: How are we going to 
get ev erything in? EM> fit sth in, fit sth Into sth 
EZ333 Get sth in cannot be used in the passive. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

3 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv (lessfrequent) 

4 also v + adv+speech 

1EE3 (not) get a word In edgeways (BrE) (AmE 
(not) get a word in ’edgewise) to (not) be able to 
say anything because sb else is talking too much: 
When those two get together you can’t get a word 
in edgeways. 

,flet In on sth (informal) to become involved or 
take part in an activity: How did she manage to 
get in on the deal? o He’s hoping to get in on any 
discussions about the new project. 

-> see also be in on stu 
0 v+adv + prep 

1133 get ,in on the ‘act (informal) to become 
involved in an activity that sb else has started, 
especially to get sth for yourself: Since the success 
of the first four-wheel drives, other companies are 
getting in on the act too. 

,get in with sb (informal) to try to become 
friendly with sb, especially in order to gain an 
advantage for yourself: Have you noticed how 
he’s trying to get in with the boss? o She got in 
with a bad crowd a t school. 

0 v + adv + prep 
,get into sb 
0 v+prep 


8331 what has got into sb? (spoken) used to say 
that sb has started to behave in a strange or dif¬ 
ferent way: What’s got into you? o I don’t know 
what’s got into Georgia recently — she’s so bad- 
tempered . 

,get 'into sth 1 to put on a piece of clothing, espe¬ 
cially with difficulty: I can’t get Into these shoes: 
they ’re too small, o She wants to get into a size 40. 
o Go upstairs and get into your pyjamas. 2 to 
start a career in a particular profession: Can you 
give me any advice on getting into advertising? 2 
(also ‘get into doing sth) to become involved in 
an activity; to start sth: We got into a conversa¬ 
tion about pollution, o He got into taking drugs at 
school, o Sam’s always getting into fights, o Are 
you sure you know what you’re getting into? KjbJI 
conversation, fight, argument 4 to develop a 
habit, a routine, etc: I don’t want to get into bad 
habits, o We’ve got into a good routine with the 
baby now. o Get into the habit of checking your 
work carefhlly E13 habit, routine WF) get out 
of sth 5 (informal) to develop a taste for or an 
interest in sth: I’m really getting into jazz these 
days. 6 to become familiar with sth; to learn sth: 
I haven’t really got into my new job yet . 7 to be 
found and used in a particular way or by particu¬ 
lar people: I hope the story doesn’t get into the 
papers . o 7 don't want this file getting into the 
wrong hands (-- getting to people who should 
not see it). 

-* see also get in, get into sth; get into sth, 

GET SB/YOHKSELF INTO STH 
0 v+prep 

,get into sth; ,get sb/yoursetf into sth to 

reach a particular state or condition, especially 
a bad or unpleasant one; to make sb do this: Jerry 
was always getting into trouble as a boy. o Her lit¬ 
tle brother was always getting her into trouble, o 
My sense of humour often gets me into trouble! o 
The company has got into difficulties (~ financial 
problems), o His passion for sailing has got him 
into debt, o That’s another fine mess I’ve got 
myself into! o Do you realize what you 're getting 
(yourself) into? 

H*E£> get out of sth; get sb/yourself out of sth 
EHSXD Get sb into sth cannot be used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

see also get in, get into sth; get into sth 
^ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
8331 get sb into ‘bed to persuade sb to have a sex¬ 
ual relationship with you 
.get sb into sth = get sb in 3,4 
,get sth ’into sth =gkt sth in 7 
.get ‘off 1 to leave a place or start a journey: We 
ought to get off straight after breakfast, o to get 
off to bed/work 2 (with sth) to escape or nearly 
escape punishment; He got off with a small fine. 
o Companies who pollute the environment have 
been getting off lightly. 3 (with sth) to escape or 
nearly escape injury in an accident: She was 


lucky to get off with just a few bruises. 4 (BrE, 
informal) to go to sleep: 7 couldn't get off to sleep 
last night. 5 (AmE, informal, usually disapprov¬ 
ing) to be bold enough to say or do sth: 1 don’t 
know where you get off saying that musicians 
don’t make much money. 6 (AmE, A) to have an 
orgasm ( strong feelings of sexual pleasure) 

0 v + adv 

nan get off to a flying start; get off to a “flyer to 

make a very good start: The team have got off 
to a flying start this season, get off to a good, 
bad, slow, etc. start to make a good, bad. slow, 
etc. start get off on the right/wrong ’foot (infor¬ 
mal) tu start a relationship well/badly: Mark and 
I managed to get off on the wrongfoot. 

get 'off; get ‘off sb (informal) used to tell sb to 
stop touching sb: Get off (me)! You ’re hurting my 
arm! 

<3>v + adv ♦ v+prep 

get 'off; .got ’off sth 1 to leave a bus, train, 
plane, etc. that you are travelling in: Ask the 
driver where to get off o Let’s get off the bus and 
walk the rest of the way JoEE) get on, get on sth 
-> see also get out, get out of sth 2 2 to move 
your body from sth you are sitting, standing, 
lying, etc. on, down to the ground: Get off the 
table at once! o Your bike's got aflat tyre. You’d 
better get off and walk. get on, get on sth 3 

to leave work with permission: I normally get off 
at 5.30, but I'll try to get off earlier, o What time do 
you get off work tomorrow? 4 to stop touching 
sth; Get off those cakes! They’re for your grand- 
parents . 

0 * + adv ♦ v + prep 

.get 'off Sth 1 to leave a place where you 
shouldn’t really be: Get off my land! land, 
property 2 to stop discussing a particular sub' 
jeet: Doesn ’t she ever get off the subject of money ? 
too subject 3 to stop using the telephone: Can 
you tell me when you get off the phone? o Get off 
that phone! Em waiting for a call, g§3 phone, 
line get on sth 4 to stop using or doing sth 
that you have been using or doing as a habit: I’m 
determined to get off the drags. &£3 drugs, drink 
see also get sb off sth 1 5 (AmE) to say or 
write sth amusing 
0 v + prep 

83a get off my back/ case (spoken, informal) 
used to ask sb to stop annoyingyou by criticizing 
you or telling you to do things get (sth) off the 
’ground to start happening successfully; to make 
sth do this: The project was slow to get off the 
ground, o to get a new company off the ground 
get sb ’off 1 (to ...) to make or help sb leave a 
place or start a jour ney: I’ll come after I’ve got the 
children off to school. 2 to make a baby, a child, 
etc. fall asleep: She got the baby off to sleep by 
rocking her. o When did you eventually get him 
off?MD baby 3 (also .get sb 'off sth) to help sb 


to escape punishment: She’s relying on clever 
lawyers to get her off. o They managed to get him 
off the charge. 

man Get sb off is not used in the passive, 

0 v + n/pron + adv 3 also v + n/pron + prep 
get sth ‘off 1 to send sth by post/mail: / must get 
these letters off tonight. HxED send sth off (to sb) 

2 to remove sth from sth; to manage to remove 
sth from sth: Get your coat off and come and sit 
down, o Her finger was so swollen that she 
couldn ’t get her ring off S clothes, coat iifrO 
take sth off 3 to have permission from your 
employer not to go to work for a particular 
period of time: Can you get some time off next 
week? o I’ll see if I can get the day off M 3 time, 
day, week take sth off -» see also get sth 
off sth 2 

msm Get sth off is not used in the passive. 

^v +n/pron + adv 

Q3S get it ‘off (with sb) (AmE, slang) to have 
sexual relations with sb; to have strong feelings 
of sexual pleasure 

.gat sb ‘off sth 1 to help sb to stop using or doing 
sth that they are in the habit of using or doing; 7 
need professional help to get me off the alcohol. 

■see also get off sth 4 2 to stop sb from discuss¬ 
ing a particular subject: 7 couldn’t get him off pol¬ 
itics once he’d started 3 = get sb off 3 
ygpp) get sb onto sth 

aaEBGet sb off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.get sth ‘off sb (informal) to succeed in getting 
sb to give you sth: Did you get that money off him? 
o Our team couldn 7 get the. ball off them. 

EEIEGet sb off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

v+ n/pron + prep 

E get sth 'off sth 1 to manage to remove sth from 
sth; to remove sth from somewhere: Can you get 
the top off this bottle? o She got ajar of coffee off 
the shelf o Get yourfeet off the chair! 2 to get per¬ 
mission from your employer not to go to work 
during a particular period of time: Do you think 
you can get the week off work? HIM time, day, 
week -» see also get sth off 3 
wm take sth off sth 

man Get sth off sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

0 1 v + n/pron + prep 
2v + n/pron + prep + ri 

.get off on sth; .get off on doing sth (m/or- 
mal) to become very excited by sth, often in a sex¬ 
ual way or because of drugs: She seems to get off 
on shouting at people, 

0\f + adv + prep 

.get off with sb; .get off together (informal, 
especially BrE) to start a sexual or reman tic rela- 





get on 
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get out of 


tionship with sb: Sam got off with Kate at the 
party. o Sam and Kate got off together at the 
party, o He was trying to get off with her. 

0 v 4 adv + prep ♦ v 4 adv * adv 
.get 4 on 1 (also ,get along) (with sb/togethar) to 
have a friendly relationship with sb; My mum 
and I never really got on (together), o Do you get 
along all right with your boss? o Do you and your 
boss get along all right? o I’m glad you get on so 
well with her 2 (with sth) to start an activity or 
continue doing sth, especially after an interrup¬ 
tion: Be quiet and get on with your dinner/ o Let’s 
get on with the meeting, o She got on with the job 
quietly o If you re going to tell us. just get on with 
it! old love to ta Ik bu 11 must get on. o All I wan t 
is to get on with my life. 3 (In sth) to be successful 
in your career: She's keen to get on in her career, o 
Having contacts is the only way to get on in the art 
world. 4 (also ,get a'long) (with sth) used to talk 
about how well sb is doing a task, managing a 
situation, etc: How's Jan getting on at college?o 
Are you getting on alright with your project? o I 
can get along without him easily o Vm not getting 
on very fast with this job. o How did you get on in 
your exams? 5 (often used In the progressive 
tenses) to leave a place, because you have lots to 
do: It’s time we were getting on. -> see also get 
along 1 
0 v +■ adv 

ED be getting on 1 (of a person) to be becoming 
old 2 (of time) to be becoming late: The time's get¬ 
ting on — we ought to be going, be, getting on 
for,, , to be near a particular time, age or number: 
It must be getting on for midnight , o / think he m s 
getting on for 40. bo, getting 'on towards/ 
toward... (especially AmE) to be near a particu¬ 
lar time, especially a time that is late: It must be 
getting on toward midnight by noui 
,get 'on; ,get ‘On Sth 1 (also get onto sth) to get 
into a bus, plane, train, etc: How did he manage to 
get on the wrong plane? o Did Jack manage to get 
on ? o Did anyone see Sue get t ing onto the bus? 1SB31 
plane, bus, train >*y»o board, board sth (more 
formal) Y$EE> get off, get off sth EE3E Enter sth 
cannot be used with this meaning. 2 (also ,901 
onto sth) to move your body so that you are 
stand mg, sitting or lying on sth: He got on his 
bike and rode off o How did the rabbit get onto the 
table? HOED get off, get off sth 3 to leave one 
road and join another: You'll need to get on the 
motorway at Birmingham. 

0 V4 adv ♦ v* prep 

,get 'on sth 1 (to sb) to pick up the telephone and 
try to call sb: Get on the phone (to them) and tell 
them you can’t come, iosji phone, telephone, line 
EEE r get off sth 2 (also .get 'onto sth) to be suc¬ 
cessful in being chosen to do sth such as be on a 
radio or television programme, etc: She'd do 
anything to get on the telly. 3 (also ^at onto sth) 
to gain a place on a course, a committee, etc: I 


was very lucky to get onto the course. 4 (also ,get 
onto sth) to be dropped, rubbed, etc. on sth; to 
fall on sth: How did that mud get on the carpel? o 
Be ca ref ul that the oil doesn ’t get onto your clothes. 
0 v ♦ prep 

'get on sth; 'get sb on sth used especially in 
offices to mean to make telephone calls, or to con¬ 
tact sb by phone: I m ll get on the phone and find out 
exactly what he wants, o I couldn't get him on the 
phone all day. 0 Shall I get heron the line? 

(SIS Get sb on sth is not used in the passive 
0 v 4 prep 4 v ♦ n/pron * prep 
.get sth ’on 1 (0 put on* or to manage to put on, an 
item Of clothing, jewellery etc: Get your coat on 
and we 'll gofbr a walk, o Myfinger '5 swollen and 
I cant gel my ring on. gp coat, shoes get 
sth off 2 to start preparing or cooking a meal, a 
drink, etc: It's nearly It 0 ‘clock. I must get the din¬ 
ner on. o Get the kettle on and make us a nice cup 
of tea. SO dinner, kettle 
HlH> put sth o n 

HU Get sth on is not used in the passive. 

#1v + n/pron * adv ♦ v + adv 4 n (lessfrequent) 

2 v * n/pron 4 adv 

ED .get ft 'on (wfth sb) (slang, especially AmE) to 
have sex with sb 

.flat sb/sth ‘on sth (also get sb/sth onto sth 

less frequent ) 1 to manage to put sb/sth onto a 
place: It took four people to get the piano on the 
stage, o Get him onto a chair and call an ambu¬ 
lance. 2 to make sth reach a particular state or 
condit i on : How did you get mud on you r coat? 
lama Get sh/sth on stb is not used in the 
passive. 

0 v* n/pron + prep 

ED get your hands on sb/sth to find, obtain or 
catch sb/sth : I ’ll need anyth ing I can get my hands 
on. o Just wait until I get my hands on him! 

,get ‘on at sb to criticize sb a lot: She's always 
getting on at me. 

0 v + adv+prep 
.get ‘on to - get onto 

.get ‘onto sb; ,get ‘on to sb 1 (informal) to con¬ 
tact sb. especially by telephone or letter: If 
you’ve got a complaint you’d better gel onto the 
manager. 2 to become aware of sb‘s activities, 
especially ones they want to keep secret: / don’t 
want the police getting onto me. -> see also ns 

ONTO SB 

0 v ♦ prep ♦ v 4 adv * prep 

,get ‘onto sth 1 -GET on sth 2.3,42(n/.<ro,gGt on 
to sth) to begin to discuss a new subject: We 
somehow got onto the subject of exams, oil’s time 
we got onto the question of cost. ISU subject, 
question 3 (also .get ‘on to sth) (spoken, infor¬ 
mal) to start working on or thinking about sth: 
I’ll get onto it right away. -> see also he onto sth 
4 - GET ON. GET ON STH 1,2 
0 v 4 prep 


get sb ’onto sth; .get sb 4 on to sth 1 to intro¬ 
duce sb to sth* especially stb harmful: Who got 
her onto th ugs in the first place? 2 to make sb 
start discussing a particular subject: Don’t get 
Ken onto politics or toe ’ll be here all night! 

SEE> gat sb off sth 

ESBGet sb onto sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

4? v * n/pron + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv ■+ prop 
,get sb/sth 'onto sth = get sb/sth on sth 
,get out 1 if news, etc. gets out, it becomes 
known, even though people are trying to keep it a 
secret: If word gets out there’ll be trouble, o 
When it got out that we'd won the lottery, we 
couldn’t escape press photographers. Wd D leak 
out 2 to have a social Life outside vour home: You 
need to get oul more. Svs> go out -* see also get 
around 3 3 Get out! (AmE. informal) used to 
show that you do not believe sth: Get out! Ed actu¬ 
ally said that? 

0 v + adv 

.got ‘out: .got out Of Sth 1 to leave or go out of 

a place such as a car. a lift, a room or a house: The 
car door opened and a tall man got out. o I have a 
lot of trouble getting out of bed in the mornings. <? 
Close the door to stop the heat getting out. o Get 
out and don 7 come back! o Do you need help get¬ 
ting out of the bath? 2£EE> get In, get Into sth 2 to 
leave a bus. train, plane, etc that you are travel¬ 
ling in: The bus driver will tell you where to get 
out . XpeD get on, get on sth -> see also get off, 
get off sth 1 3 to manage to find a way out of a 
place: It’s very difficult getting out of the city in 
the rush hour, o The thieves must have got out 
through the window. 4 to leave a place, an organ 
izat ion, etc. in order to avoid difficu 1 ty or dan ger: 
They were able to gel out of the country before the 
war started, o The company's in trouble — you 
should get out while you can. 

4? v * adv ♦ v + adv+prep 

.get sb 'out (in cricket) to end the time when sb is 
hitting the ball, for example by forcing them to 
make a mistake: If England can get Richards out, 
they might win the match. 

0 v + n/pron 4 adv * v + adv (lessfrequent) 

,get sb ‘out; .got sb out of sth to help or make 
sb leave a place: Get everyone out (= out of a 
building) quickly! o I couldn 7 get the kids out of 
bed this morning. <> (figurative) I can'tget her out 
of my mind. 

0 v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
get sth "out 1 to say sth with difficulty: She was 
laughing so much she could hardly get the words 
out. o I wanted to tell him how I felt, but I couldn’t 
get it out. RS5S1 words 2 to produce or publish sth: 
Will we get the book out by the end of the year? 
Hail Get stb out is not used in the passive. 

0 v + n/pron 4 adv ♦ v +■ adv * n (less frequent) 


get Sth ’out; .get sth out of Sth 1 to remove 
or take sth out of a place, a container, etc: Get 
your violin out and well start the lesson, o He 
started to get his wallet out (of his pocket) (= to 
pay) but I insisted on paying, o 77/ need to get 
some money out (= out of the bank), o She got out 
her ciga reties and offered me one. o I’ll try and get 
that book out of the library, o (figurative) I can’t 
get the argument out of my mind. >svm) take sth 
out. taka sth out of sth 2 to remove a stain, etc. 
from sth: Did you manage to get out that oil stain? 
o 7 can’t get the red wine out of the carpet. ISI3 
stain 

0 v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n (lessfrequent) •* 
v +> n/pron * adv ♦ prep 

ED gat stb out of your 'system (informal) to do 
or say sth so that you no longer feel a very strong 
emotion or have a very strong desire: I need to get 
the anger out of my system, o You 'll feel better 
once you vegot it all out of your system. 
get ‘out of Sth 1 (also .got out of doing sth) to 
avoid a responsibility or duty; to not do sth that 
you ought to do: We promised we'd go — we can't 
get out of it now. o Ill see if I canget out qf going 
ta the meeting. 2 to stop having a particular 
habit: 7 can’t get out of the habit of waking up 
early, o I don't want the children to get out of their 
routine. o Try to get out of the habit qf eating 
between meals, laiii habit, routine get into 
sth 3 to escape from a difficult situation: Some¬ 
times [feel III never get out of debt . o How are we 
going to get out of this mess? £13 debt, mess, 
trouble 5ZEED gat Into sth 4 to remove an item of 
clothing: Come in and get out of those wet clothes. 
HEE> get Into stb 
0 v 4 adv 4 prep 

► 'get-out n [usually sing.1 away of avoiding sth; 
an excuse: They ’re looking fbr a good get-out. 0 
The agreement contains a number of get-out 
clauses. 

.get 'out of sth; .get sb/yourself ’out of sth 

to escape from a particular state or condition, 
especially a bad or unpleasant one; to make or 
help sb do this: Jack always uses his wits to get 
out of trouble, o The situation is getting out of 
control o Who can get us out of this mess? o This 
new job should help me get out of debt 
Y§Ul) get Into sth; get sb/yourself Into sth 
SUB Get sb out of sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

0v 4 adv + prep ♦ v 4 n/pron 4 adv 4 prep 
get sth ‘out of sb to obtain sth frorasb, usually 
by persuading or threatening them: The police 
have got a confession out of her. o It’s not worth 
trying to get money out of him! o I couldn 7 get a 
word out of her. 

£ij) word, money, the best 
0 v 4 rv/prori 4 adv + prep 
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get sth ’out of sth; get sth 'out of doing 

sth to gain, obtain or achieve sth from a partial 
iar occasion, situation or activity: She seems to 
get a lot out of life, o He gets a lot of pleasure out 
of buying presents for the children, o I dujn 7 get 
much out of the conference, o 7 don 7 feel she’s get¬ 
ting the most out of her studies, o John gets a 
kick out of(=- gets a Jot of pleasure and excite 
ment from) driving fast cars. 
joBJi pleasure, enjoyment 
0 v + n/pron * adv + prep 

get ’over (also get yourself ’over informal) 
I+adv/prep] to go to a place or to arrive some¬ 
where: How much wilt it cost you to get over to Ire¬ 
land? o I’d better get over there right now to see 
her. o Get yourself over there now and tell him 
how you feel 

+ adv ♦ v♦ pron + adv 

,get 'over sb/sth to return to your usual state of 
health, happiness, etc. after the end of a relation¬ 
ship with sb. an illness, a shock, etc: He never 
really got over Jennifer when their relation¬ 
ship finished), o I'm still getting over my cold, o 
My pride was hurt, but I’ll get over it. 

0 v + prep 

,get ’over sth 1 to deal with or gain control of 
sth: Eddy’s got to learn to get over his shyness. 
SfeH shyness, problem HZE> overcome sth DEED 
Get over sth can ho used in the passive in this 
meaning: I think the problem can begot over with¬ 
out too much difficulty. 2 {informal) (usually used 
in a negative sentence with can't or couldn’t) to 
believe that sth surprising or unexpected really 
did happen or is h ue: I can’t get over (= I'm very 
surprised or shocked by) how much she's 
changedl believe sth 3 to climb or cross sth 
high: Can you get over the wall on your own? 

0 v ♦ prep 

,get sb ’over [+adv/prep] to arrange for sb to go or 
come to a place: Get a reporter over here straight 
away! o Shall we get my parents over for dinner 
tonight? 

BBH3 Get sb over is not used in the passive. 

0 v + n/pron * adv 

,get sth overl (to sb) = get sth across (to sb) 
2 {informal) to complete sth necessary and usu¬ 
ally unpleasant: Can we just get this test over? o 
Let’s tell her the news nowand get itoverwUh. o 
I’ll be glad to get the exam over and done with. 
□SO Get sth over i$ not used in the passive. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 
2 v + n/pron + adv 

,get yourself ’over [+adv/prep) = get over 

got sb/sth ’over sth ^get sb/sth across sth 

,get Sth ‘over Sth to make sth reach a particular 
state or condition: How did you manage to get 
chocola te all over your clean T-sh irt? 
ww Get sth over stb is not used in the passive. 
0 v + n/pron + prep 


get pest; ,g6t ’past sb/sth (also get 'by, get 

by sth less frequent) 1 to manage to move past 
sb/sth: He tried to get past them and run for the 
door, o Once we get past this truck I can speed up. 
2 to pass sb/sth without being noticed, caught or 
stopped: It 'll be difficult to gel past the ticket col¬ 
lector without paying, o The movie will never get 
past the censors, o Very few goals get past the 
goalkeeper. 

0 v* adv • v + prep 

get past sth =get beyond sth 1,2 
,get sb/sth 'past sb/sth 1 to manage to move 
sb/sth past Sb/sth; J couldn 7 get the baby’s buggy 
past the car parked on the pavement. 2 to make 
sb/sth go past sb/sth without being noticed, 
stopped or caught: You ivon't get any goals past 
him! o How did you get your article past the 
editor? 

□SBGet sth past sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 

0 v ♦ n/pron ♦ prep 

,get round; ,get round sth (BrE) {also .get 
a round, get a round ath AmE, BrE) 1 (In sport, 
a race, etc.) to complete a course and return to 
the begrnn mg: How long did it take you to get 
round (the course)? 2 to fit in a circle around a 
table, etc: Can we all get round (the table)? 

0 v «■ adv ♦ v + prep 

,got 'round Sb (also .got a round *b especially 
AmE) to persuade sb to let you do or have sth, or 
to do what you want, often by being nice to them: 
I'll try and gel round my dad tonight and per¬ 
suade him to give us a lift. 
iHffn Get round/around sb can be used in the 
passive, but this is not common: Do you think 
your brother can begot around? 

0 v + prep 

,get 'round sth (BrE) 1 =get around sth i 2 = 
get around sth 2 3 {also get a’round sth espe¬ 
cially AmE) to deal with a problem successfully; 
to avoid sth: There's no getting round it. We're just 
going to have to pay. o A clever lawyer might be 
able to get round that clause. UBBA In this mean¬ 
ing, get round sth can be used in the passive; 
There must be a way these rules can begot round. 
0v + prep 

,get ,round/a’round to sth; ,get 'round/ 
a'round to doing sth to find the time to do 
sth: 7 haven 7 got round to asking him yet. o One 
of these days I’ll get around to buying a new car. o 
I'm going to write to Uncle Joe. but I haven't got 
around to it yet. 

0 v + adv + prep 

,got ’through 1 (to sb) to make contact with sb by 
telephone: I tried ringing you but I couldn’t get 
through, o We had great trouble getting through 
to the right person on the phone. 2 (to sb) to make 
sb understand or accept what you say to them, 
especially when you are trying to help them: / 


don’t feel I’m getting through (to her), o Do you 
think the message is getting through? o How can J 
get it through to him that he’s wasting his life in 
that job? 3 (to sb/sth) to succeed in reaching a 
place or a person; Thousands of refugees will die 
if these supplies don't get through (to them ). 4 (to 
sth) to reach the next stage of a competition: 
Henman got through to the final, o 7 really wasn’t 
expecting to get through / 

0 v * adv 

,gef ’through; ,get through sth 1 to survive a 
difficult or unpleasant experience or period in 
your life: He wouldn’t have got through (it) with¬ 
out her. o I don’t know how / got through the day. 

day survive, survive sth usnu Get 
through sth can be used in the passive in this 
meaning: These difficult times just have to begot 
through. •* see also get sb through, get sb 
through sth 1 2 to be successful in an examin¬ 
ation. a test, etc: 7bm failed hut his sister got 
through, o The whole class got through the exam. 
loejl exam S 2 D pass, pass sth 3 to manage to 
pass through a hole, gap, etc. to reach the other 
side: The gap’s not very wide. Do you think you 
can get through? o Sophie’s probably small 
enough to get through the window, o The sun ivas 
still trying to get through (the clouds), fosji win¬ 
dow -» see also GET STH THROUGH. GET STH 
through sth 2 4 to be officially approved or 
accepted: Do you think the bill will get through 
(Congress)?®! Parliament, Congress -» see 

also GET STH THROUGH, GET STH THROUGH STH 1 
0 v 4- adv ♦ v + prep 

,get 'through sth 1 (especially BrE) to use up the 
amount or quantity of sth mentioned: She gets 
through forty cigarettes a day. o Have we got 
through all that milk already? 2 to manage to do 
or complete sth : I've got a lot of ivork to get 
through today, o We must get through the sylla¬ 
bus before the end of the year, iq&ji work 
CHB Get through sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: There are a lot of jobs to be got through. 

0 prep 

,get sb 'through; get sb ’through sth 1 to 

help sb survive a difficult or unpleasant experi¬ 
ence or per iod in their life: 7 'm depending cm luck 
to get me through. oA good breakfast will help 
you get through the morning. -4 see also get 
through, get through sth 1 2 to help sb to be 
successful in an examination, a test, etc: My 
mum got me through my driving test, o These 
grades should just get me through. -4 see also cet 
THROUGH, GET THROUGH STH 2 3 (tO flth) tO help a 
player or team to reach the next stage of a com¬ 
petition: He was responsible for getting them 
through that round, o A stroke of luck may get its 
through to thefinal. 

□3S Get sb through and get sb through sth 

are not used in the passive. 

0v + n/pron * adv ♦ v * n/pron * prep 


4 get Sth through (to sb/sth) to manage to send 
sth to a person or place: I really need to get a mes¬ 
sage through to them. o We must get food through 
to Ethiopia. 

ntara Get sth through is not used in the passive. 
0v + n/pron + edv 

; get sth 'through; ,get sth ’through sth 1 to 

make sth be officially approved or accepted: 7’m 
still trying to get the proposal through, o Will he 
manage to get the bill through parliament? BUS 
bill 2 to cause sth to pass through sth: Can you 
get your car through the gate? o My hair was so 
tangled that I couldn 7 gel a comb through it. 

(33iD Get sth through and get sth through sth 
are not used in the passive. 

-> see also get through, get through sth 3 
0 v ♦ n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + n/pron ♦ prep 

'gat to Sb (infbrmal) to begin to annoy, anger, 
upset or affect sb, even though they try not to let 
it: His constant nagging is beginning to get to her. 
o Don’t let her get to you. o Seeing him so sad 
really got to me. 

0 v + prep 

'get to sth to arrive at a place or reach a particu¬ 
lar situation, age, time, etc: The train gels to Ix>n- 
don at 6 o’clock o I didn't get to bed until after 
midnight last night, o It’s got to the stage!point 
where l don't want to go home, o When you get to 
my age you 're a bit more relaxed about things, o 
It got to 4 o ’clock and she still hadn’t arrived, o I 
wonder where Anthony’s got to (= where he 
is/what he is doing)?' 
m bed, stage, point 
0 v + prep 

'get to doing sth to reach the point whetx> you 
do sth; to begin to do sth : He got to thinking that 
perhaps she wou Idn 7 come after all 
0 v + prep 

.get to'gather (with sb) 1 to meet with sb for 
social purposes or to discuss or organize sth: We 
must get together for a drink some time, o The 
management should get together with the union to 
discuss their differences, o Local residents have 
got together and started a petition. 2 to begin a 
i^elationship with sb: Did you two get together 
(with each other ) at university? see also get 

BACK WITH SB, GET BACK TOGETHER 

0 v + adv 

v 'get-together n (informal) an informal social 
meeting; a small party: a family get-together o 
We’re having a little get-together to celebrate 
Jane’s exam results. 

,get A and B to'gather to help two people begin 
a romantic relationship with each other: 7 was 
the one who got them together. 

3Za> bring A and B together 

□M Get sb together Is not used in the passive. 

0 v + n/pron + adv 





get together 


120 


121 


give out 


get sb/sth to gether to bring people or things 
together in one place: She’s getting her things 
together ready to leave. o Do you think: you could 
get together a team for Saturday’s match? o We’re 
getting a band together, o (figurative) Well need 
some time to get our ideas together and come up 
with a plan, o Can you get the money together by 
Friday? o Do you think you can get together a pro¬ 
posal by next week? o / haven't got anything 
together for the trip. 

# v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
Ed get your act together [informal) to become 
properly organized in order to be able to deal 
with or achieve sth: If he gets his act together he 
could be very successful, o The government needs 
to get its act together on unemployment, get it 
to gether (with sb) (informal) 1 to start a roman¬ 
tic or sexual relationship with sb: f didn’t know 
Bill and Gina had got it together! 2 to become 
properly organized in order to be able to deal 
with or achieve 8th: The team needs to get it 
together if they want to win the match. 

get yourself to gether to manage to control 
your feelings in a difficult situation: She paused 
outside the door to get herself together. 

Tsyw) pull yourself together 
^v + pron + adv 

get ‘up 1 to stand after sitting, kneeling, etc: 
Everyone got up when the President came in. o He 
got up slowly from his chair, o Get up off the floor! 
2 [+ adv/prep] to visit or travel to a place (usually 
somewhere further north in the country): When 
are you going to gel up to Glasgow for a visit? o He 
doesn’t get up to see me very often, o l won't be able 
to get up there until Wednesday Use) get down 3 
if the sea or the wind gets up, it increases in 
strength and becomes violent: As the sun went 
down , a breeze got up. 
v + adv 

► get-up-and 'go n [U] ( informal ) the quality of 
being energetic and determined: She's got lots of 
get-up-and-go. 

get 'up; get sb ‘up to get out of bed; to make sb 
get out of bed: What time do you usually get up? o 
Could you get me up early tomorrow? o Get up, 
you lazy thing! 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

get ‘up; get 'up sth to climb to the top of sth 
such as a hill, steps, etc: How did the cat get up 
there? o He can’t really get up the stairs on his 
own. o We used ropes to get up the mountain, o 1 
had to get up on the desk and shout to get some¬ 
body’s attention. 

[o15j 1 mountain, hill, stairs, steps low get 
down, get down sth 

<$► v+adv + v+prep 

get 'up sth 1 to make yourself feel excited, full of 
energy; etc? Fm trying to get up the enthusiasm 
to do some Christmas shopping. £>m enthusiasm, 


energy 2 to organize sth such as a public event 
or action: Parents are getting up a petition 
against the closure of the local school, o We ‘re get¬ 
ting up a party for her birthday. 

1 v + adv+n 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 
033 get up ‘speed to start to go faster: We’ll be 
able to get up speed once we get on to the motorway 

get sb/sth 'upl (to sth) to send or move sb/sth to 
another place, often a place further north in the 
country: We need to get somebody up there 
straight away o How can toe get all our equip¬ 
ment up to Leeds? 5ME> get sb/sth down 2 (also 
,get sb/sth ’up sth) to move sb/sth from a lower 
position to a higher one: Can you get me up onto 
the chair? o How did you get the bed up the stairs? 
Topp) get sb/sth down; get sb/sth down sth 
gpna Get sb/sth up is not used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv 2 also v + n/pron + prep 

get 3th ‘up 1 to build sth; to put sth into an 
upright position: They got the building up in just 
a few months, o Can you get the tent up while I go 
and find water? 2 if sb gets their hopes up, they 
start to hope and believe that sth they want will 
happen: I don’t want to get your hopes up, but 
there will probably he a place on the course for 
you. EO only hopes 

IMS Get sth up is not used in the passive. 

^ v+n/pron + adv 

ED get sb’s ‘back up (informal) to annoy sb: He 
really gets my back up when he behaves like that! 
get it 'up (slang) (of a man) to become sexually 
excited so that the penis is hard and upright 

get sb/yourself up as/in sth to dress sb/your- 
self in unusual or strange clothes: She was got 
up as an Indian princess , 
v + n/pron+adv+prep 

► 'get-up n (old-fashioned, informal) a set of 
clothes, usually an unusual or strange one: He 
looked ridiculous in that get-up! 

get 'up to sth 1 to reach a particular point: We 
got up to page 72 last lesson, o Vue got to get. up to 
intermediate level in French in a year 2 (infor¬ 
mal) to be doing or be involved in sth, especially 
sth that is surprising or unpleasant: What on 
earth will he get up to next? o What have you kids 
been getting up to? o The boys are lively and get 
up to mischief all day. o She’s been getting up to 
her old tricks again! 

0 v + adv+ prep 

ginger/■d 3 md 3 o(r)/ 

ginger sb/sth ‘up (BrE) to make sb/sth more 
active, interesting or exciting; Some dancing 
would ginger up the party o They need some 
excitement to ginger them up a bit. 

<Jiv + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


give /grv/ (gave /geiv/given /‘givn/) 


-away 

~ out 

-back 

122 -over 

-for 

- over to 

-in 

-up 

-of 

- up on 

-off 

~ up to 

-onto 



give sb a way 1 (in a marriage ceremony) to 
lead the woman who is getting married to the 
man she is going to marry and formally allow 
her to marry him: Her father gave her away. 2 
(BrE) to give a baby or a child to another person 
to take care of as their own child: She had never- 
understood why her mother had given her away 
see also give sb up 2 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

give sb/sth/yourself a way to do or say sth 
that shows sth about sb/sth/yourself that was a 
secret: It was her eyes that gave her away (- 
showed how she really felt), o He never gives very 
much away about himself o She had given away 
state secrets to the enemy o I found I could tell lies 
corfidently without giving myself away. 

[qSjI nothing, anything, little WE> betray sb/sth/ 
yourself (more forma D 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
Ed .give the game away to tell a secret, espe¬ 
cially by accident: to show sth that has been hid¬ 
den: I don’t want to give the game away by telling 
you how the movie ends. 

► 'giveaway n (informal) something that makes 
you guess the real truth about sth: He said he was 
French , but his accent was a dead giveaway! 
C showed clearly that he was not French) 
-^seeateoGivEAWAYatoivK sth away 

give sth a'way to give sth to sb as a gift: He 
decided to give most of h is money a way. o We have. 
200 tickets to give away free to our viewers. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'giveaway n (informal) something that a com¬ 
pany gives free, usually with a product for sale, 
lo persuade people to buy it 

«*- see also g i v e a way at o i v k sb/s th/to u r s e l f 

AWAY 

► 'give-away adj [only before noun] (informal) 
(of prices) very low 

give sb 'back (to sb) to return a child to its par¬ 
ents: We love our grandchildren dearly but we are 
happy to give them back at the end of the day! 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 

give sth 'back (to sb) to return sth to its owner: 
You can’t have it. Give it back! o Have you given 
back the money you borrowed from your father? o 
Canyou lend me $20? I’ll give it back to you later, o 
The new law gives some power back to the people. 
o (figurative) The operation gave him back the 
use of his legs. 


Hm> hand sth back (to sb); return sth (to sb) 

(more formal) 

ebih in informal language give sb back sth 
and, less often, give sb sth back are also used: 
Could you give me back my pen? o Could you give 
me my pen back? In very informal spoken Eng¬ 
lish, you can also say: I'll give you it back tomor 
row or I’ll give it you back tomorrow. 

<*!► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'give sth for sth to pay or give a particular 
amount to have or do sth: How much did you give 
for the car? o I'd give anything for a cold beer. 

Give sth for sth is not used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + prep 

give 'in (to sb/sth) 1 to accept that you have been 
defeated or persuaded by sb: I give in you’ll 
have to tell me the answer: o Eventually I gave in 
to temptation and had an ice cream. 2 to finally 
agree to do sth that you do not want to do: We 
mustn't give in to terrorist demands, o She gives 
in to the children all the time to avoid arguments. 
TO holdout (againstsb/sth) 
v + adv 

give Sth 'in (to sb) to hand sth to sb in authority, 
for example a teacher: Please give your test in (to 
the teacher) when you ’ve finished. 

HlH> hand sth in (to sb) 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
‘give of sth; 'give of yourself (/or^m/) to give 
your time or money willingly to help other 
people without expecting them to do anything 
for you: She 's always willing to give of her time to 
help the homeless, o The teacher encourages all 
the children to give of their best. 

@13 time, best 
^ v + prep ♦ v + prep + pron 
give off sth; give it/them 'off 1 to produce 
sth such as heat, light, smoke, etc: Burning apple 
wood gives off a pleasing smell. [US smell, 
aroma, light, gas -+ see also give sth out 2 2 to 
give a particular impression by the way you look 
or behave: She gave off an air of confidence. 
ftPira A noun must always follow off, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and off. 

^ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv (lessfrequent) 

'give onto Sth (BrE) if a door, a window; etc. 
gives onto sth, it has a view of it or leads dir¬ 
ectly to it: French windows give onto a balcony. 

^ v + prep 

give 'out 1 to come to an end; to be used up: My 
patience finally gave out. o We were fine until the 
batteries in the torch gave out. Wm> run out 2 if 
an engine, a machine, etc. gives out, it stops 
working, especially because it is old or damaged: 
One of the plane's engines gave out. o (figurative) 
His heart gave out. just before his eightieth birth¬ 
day. HxH> break down 
^ v + adv 





give out 
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.give sth out 1 to hand sth to a lot of people: The 
teacher gave out the exam papers, o I’ll write up 
the report and give it out to the whole department 
[obj i cards, leaflets MH> hand sth out (to sb) 
EKna In informal spoken language give sb out 
sth is also used: Fit give you out the cards later, 2 
to produce sth, such as light or heat: That lamp 
doesn’t give out a lot of light [obj] light, heat, 
noise -»seeaiso<;ivE ore sth, give itAthkm okk 1 
3 (BrE) to tell people sth or broadcast sth: No 
details of the accident have been given out yet. o 
The leader of the opposition has given out that 
she is resigning, iobji information BSE Give sth 
out is often used in the passive in this mean mg. 
<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.give 'over (BrE, spoken, informal) used to tell sb 
to stop doing sth: Give overt lean’t work with you 
shouting like that. 

& v + adv 

.give sb/sth 'over to sb to let sb have sb/sth so 
that they can look after or have responsibility for 
them/it: We gave the house over to my uncle when 
we went to live abroad. 

<|>v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep 
.give sth ‘over to sth to use sth only for a par¬ 
ticular activity or purpose: The newspapers gave 
six pages over to the tragedy, o Much of the coun¬ 
tryside is given over to agriculture. 

EEm Give sth over to sth is often used in the 
passive. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + adv+n + prep 
.give yourself over/ up to sth; .give your¬ 
self 'over/ up to doing sth to spend all your 
time and energy on sth; to allow sth to com¬ 
pletely control your life: After his wife's death, he 
seemed to give himself over to despair, o J want to 
give myself over to writing full-time. 

<£v + pron + adv + prep 

give 'up; .give sth 'up; .give 'up doing sth 1 

to stop trying to do sth, usually because it is too 
difficult; She doesn 7 give up easily—she keeps on 
trying, o I tried to fix the car myself, but gave up 
the attempt after a couple, of hours, o Fve given 
up trying to understand her. -* see also oi vk i n (to 
sb/sth) 2 to stop doing or having sth that you 
consider unhealthy: It’s about time you gave up 
smoking: 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(lessfrequent) * v+adv + -ing 
.give sb 'up 1 to stop having a friendship or a 
relationship with sb: Fm not going to give up all 
my friends just because Fm getting married, o He 
gave her up for a younger woman. 2 to give a baby 
to sb else to bring up: She gave the baby up for 
adoption. -* see also give sb away 2 3 (also .give 
'up on sb especially AmE) to stop hoping that sb 
will arrive or is still alive: Where have, you been? 
We ‘d given you up! 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 2 also v + adv + prep 


DOS give sb up for lost/dead (formal) to no 
longer hope or expect that sb will arrive or is still 
alive 

.give Sth 'up 1 to stop doing or having sth: He 's 
given up the idea of becoming a model, o She’d 
given up all hope of seeing him again. 2 (to sb) 
to let sb else have sth, sometimes because they 
need it more than you: Children rarely give up 
their seats to older people on buses now (= stand 
up so that they can sit down). 3 (to sb) to hand 
sth over to sb else: Do I have to give up my old 
passport when I apply for a new one? 4 to spend 
time doing sth when you would normally be 
doing sth else: Thanks forgiving up your time to 
come and help us. [£13 time, the morning, etc. 5 
(for sb/to do sth) to stop doing or having sth that 
you enjoy so that you can do or achieve sth that 
you consider more important: / gave up every¬ 
thing for my family, o She gave it all up to be with 
him. 

lusuu Give sth up is not often used in the passive. 
& v+adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv ♦ v + n+adv(te/re- 
quent) 3 v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
QlB let’s give ft up for sb (spoken, informal, espe¬ 
cially AmE) used to ask people to hit their hands 
together several times (to dap) to show they 
approve of sb or have enjoyed sth 

.give yourself up (to sb/sth) to allow yourself to 
be arrested or captured: After a week on the run 
he gave himself up to the police. 

>sym) surrender (to sb/sfli) 

^ v + pron + adv 

.give 'up on sb ( informal) 1 to lose hope that sb 
will get better, change, etc: Fve given up on her. 
She never replies to my letters, o His teachers seem 
to have given up on him. 2 (especially AmE) - 
GIVE SB up 3 
^ v + adv + prep 

.give 'up on sth (informal) to stop hoping that 
sth will be successful or will happen: I haven’t 
given up on my marriage yet (~ I think we can 
save it), o Have you given upon the idea of emi¬ 
grating? 

<$► v + adv + prep 

.give yourself 'up to sth; .give yourself up 
to doing sth = give yourself over/up to sth, 

GIVE YOURSELF OVER/UP TO DOING STH 

glance /glams; AmE glsens / 

.glance 'off sth if a ball, etc. glances off sth, it 
touches it lightly and moves away from it in a dif¬ 
ferent direction; The ball glanced off the goal 
ix>st into the net. 
v + prep 

.glance ! off/'on sth if light glances ofT/on sth, 
it flashes on a surface or is reflected from it: the 
sun glancing on water 
0 v + prep 
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go after 


.glance over/'through sth to look at or read 
sth very quickly and not very thoroughly: Could 
you glance over this document for me? o I glanced 
through a magazine while I waited. 
iQBJi book, list 
<§► v + prep 

glaze /i'jleiz/ 

.glaze 'over if a person's eyes glaze over, the 
person begins to look very bored or tired: Her 
eyes glazed over when they started talking about 
football, o lstarted to glaze over at that point 
rcraig Glaze can also be used with the same 
meant ng: Her eyes glazed with tears. 

<!► v + adv 

glom /'glam; AmE gla:m/ (-mm-) 

.glom 'onto sth (AmE t slang) to become very 
interested in sth such as a new fashion or an 
idea: The whole nation glommed onto the scandal 
v + prep 

glory /‘gio:ri/ (glories, glorying, gloried, 
gloried) 

'glory in sth (literary) 1 to get great pleasure or 
enjoyment from sth: He gloried in his son’s suc¬ 
cess. o I gloried in the beauty of the scenery, 2 to 
take pleasure in sth: She seemed to glory in his 
failure. 
v + prep 

gloss y'g Ids; AmJ?gb:s, glcus/ 

.gloss “over sth to treat sth such as a problem, 
mistake, etc. as if it was not important and avoid 
discussing it in detail: The manage}'glossed over 
the team’s recent defeat, o The movie glosses over 
the real issues of the war 

flfliT* Gloss over sth can be used in the passive: 
This question has been glossed over by politicians. 
v + prep 

gnaw /no:/ 

'gnaw at Sb to make sb feel gradually more anx¬ 
ious or annoyed over a long period of t ime: These 
doubts had been gnawing at him for some time. 
v + prep 

.gnaw a'way at sth to gradually have a harmful 
effect on sth over a long period of time: His atti¬ 
tude towards her gnawed away at her confidence. 
v + adv + prep 

go /gsu; AmE go-u/ (goes /gauz; AmE gouz/went 
/went/gone /gon; AmSgom, gain/) 

CEin Been is used as the past participle of go 
when sb has gone somewhere and come back. 

,go a bout; ,go a'bout sth (BrE) = co around, 
GO AROUND STH3 


- about 

126 

- in for 

- about together 


- in with 

- about with 


- into 

- across 


-off 

-after 

129 

- off with 

124 -against 


- on 

- ahead 

130 

- out, out of 

- along 


- out for 

- along with 


~ out of 

- around 


- over 

-around together 
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- over to 

-around with 


~ past 

125 -at 


-round 

- away 


- round together 

- away with 


- round with 

- back 


- through 

- back on 
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-through with 

- back over 


-to 

- back to 


- together 

126 -before 


- towards 

-beyond 


- under 

- by 


-up 

-down 


- up against 

127 -downon 


- up to 

~ down to 


-with, 

- down with 


- without 

-for 
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-up against 

- forth 


- up to 

- forward 


-with 

- in 


- without 


.go a'bout; ,go a bout sth; ,go a bout doing 

Sth (BrE) = GO AROUND, GO AROUND STH, GO 
AROUND DOING STH 

'go about sth to continue to do sth in your usual 
way, especially after sth unusual has happened; 
to keep busy with sth: Everybody was going 
about their business as usual. 

I5B71 your business, the business of..., work, 
task 

^ v + prep 

.go a'bout sth; ,go a'bout doing sth to start 
to work at sth; to approach or deal with sth: I 
want to help, but I don ’t know how toga about it o 
How should I go about finding a job? o You're not 
gomg about it the right way o It seems a strange 
way of going about things. 

[objI things set about sth, set about doing 
sth; tackle sth 
^ v + prep 

,go a'bout with sb; ,go a'bout together (BrE) 

GO AROUND WITH SB, GO AROUND TOGETHER 

,go a'cross; ,go a cross sth to cress a room, a 
road, a river, etc. in order to get to the other side; 
We. borrowed a boat and went across to the island. 
o Can you go across the road to the store for me? 
v + adv * v + prep 

,go 'after sb/sth 1 to chase or follow a person or 
an animal to try to catch them: He went after the 
burglars, o Aren't you going to go after her to see 
(f she’s all right? 2 to try' to get or obtain sb/sth: 
We ’re both going after the same job. 
v + prep 





go against 
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t go a gainst sb if a result, a judgement, etc. goes 
against sb, it is not in their favour or to their 
advantage: The jury’s verdict went against him. o 
The war is going against us. 

& v+prep 

( go a gainst sb/sth to resist or oppose sb/sth; to 
act in a different way from what sb tells you or 
advises you to do: Anyone who goes against me 
will he punished, o He was going against his doc¬ 
tor’s advice by continuing to work, o Don’t go 
against your parents * wishes. 

& v + prep 

,go a gainst sth to be opposed or contrary to sth: 
to not fit or agree with sth: This goes against 
everything I believe in. o Paying for my children s 
education goes against my principles. 

principles, beliefs 

v + prep 

ED go against the 'grain to be sth different from 
what is normal or natural for you and so sth you 
do not like doing: It went against the grain to 
have to agree with my brother. 

,go a head 1 (also ,go a head of sb) to go in front 
of other people who are going in the same direc¬ 
tion as you and arrive before them: She went 
ahead of him into the house, o You go ahead and 
toe’ll follow when toe’re ready 2 (of a plan, a pro¬ 
ject, a deal, etc.) to be carried out or happen: The 
building of the new bridge will go ahead as 
planned, o Filming went ahead in spite of the 
bad weather. W*) proceed (formal) 3 (with sth) 
if sb goes ahead with sth, they do it, although 
there may be a problem, or sb may have objected 
or expressed doubts: In spite of her illness, Anna 
decided to go ahead with the wedding, o ’May I 
start now?’ ’Yes. go ahead (~ I give you permis¬ 
sion). ’ H55> proceed (with sth) 

^ v + adv 1 also v+adv+prep 

► the 'go-ahead n [sing.] permission or approval 
for sth to start Has Urn boss given you the go- 
ahead for the project? 

► 'go-ahead adj [usually before noun] (BrE) very 
ambitious; trying hard to succeed, often by using 
new methods and ideas: a go-ahead young 
designer 

,go along 1 to progress; to develop or improve: 
Things are going along nicely 2 (to sth) (with sb) 
to go somewhere or to an event with sb: 7 went 
along to the club a couple of times, o Sam said 
he’d go along to the party tvith us. 3 (»especially 
AmE) to do what sh else suggests or does: What¬ 
ever Ed said , Max went right along. 

& v + adv 

ISD as you go a long while you are doing sth: He 
made the story up as he mnt along ; o 7 was never 
taught how to use a computer. Ijust picked it up as 
l went along. 


,go a'long; ,go a long sth to move forward or 
from one end of sth towards the other: The bus 
rattled as it went along, o I went along a dark nar¬ 
row passage , past several doors. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,go a'long with sb/sth 1 (especially BrE) to 
agree with sb/sth: 7 can’t go along with you on 
that point. 2 to accept sth or do sth, especially 
when you do not really want to; They didn’t, tike 
the idea, but they went along with it. o 7 didn’t 
want to make him angry, so I just went along with 
him(- I didn’t argue with him). HS> fail in with 
sth (BrE) 
v + adv + prep 

,go a round (AmE) = go round 

,go a round; t go a round sth (BrE also .go 

'round, ,go 'round sth) 1 to visit a group of 
people or places, one by one: I’ll go around and 
check all the doors are locked, o We spent all after¬ 
noon going round the shops, o She went round the 
table and said goodbye to everyone. 2 (of a note, 
etc.) to be sent round a group of people so that 
everyone can read it: A card’s going around for 
people to sign, o A memo went around the depart¬ 
ment. 3 (BrE also ,go a bout, ,§o a bout sth) if a 
piece of news, an illness, etc. goes around, it 
spreads from one person to another: There’s a 
rumour going around that Sam and Kate are hav¬ 
ing an affair, o There's a nasty virus going round 
the school. MB float around, float around sth 4 
to move or be placed in a circle: The cyclist was 
going round the roundabout the wrong way o 
The eanh goes round the sun. o (figurative) Were 
going round in circles in this argument. 5 to be 
enough for everyone to have a share: There aren’t 
enough chairs to go round, o Is there enough food 
toga around all the guests? 6 to move around the 
outside of sth in order to get past sth or get to the 
other side: We didn’t go into the city We went 
around it. o Because of the flood t we had to go 
round by the minor roads to get to school . 7 to 
travel in a country or place and visit lots of dif¬ 
ferent things: We travel around by bus, o They’re 
saving up to go around the world, o We’re plan¬ 
ning to go round visiting all the temples. 8 to visit 
every part of a room or building: How long does it 
take to go around the museum? o A guide will go 
round with you. 

4$ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

EE] what goes around ‘comes around what¬ 
ever happens now will have an effect in the 
future 

,go a round [+ adv/prep], go a round sth [+ 
adv/prep], go a'round doing sth (BrE also 
,go ’round/about |+ adv/prep] ,go round/a bout 
sth [+ adv/prep] ,go 'round/a'bout doing sth) to 

dress or behave in a particular way; to do sth 
regularly: She goes around barefoot most of the 
time, o It’s not safe to go about the streets alone, o 
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go back to 


You can ’tgo round spreading rumours like that, o 
The kids went around in gangs, dressed com¬ 
pletely in black. 

(3333 Go around/round/about and go around/ 
round/about sth are used with an adverb or a 
phrase beginning with a preposition. 

<!► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

go a'round sb/sth (BrEalso ,go round sb/sth) 

to surround or go in a circle around sb/sth: I felt 
his arm going around my shoulder, o The belt 
won’t go round my waist / 
v + prep 

t go a'round sth (BrE also f go 'round sth) to 

move or travel around a corner: The car’s tyres 
screeched as it went round the bend, o Maggie 
watched until Jess had gone around the corner 
and was out of sight. 

[aUS only corner, bend 
v + prep 

ED go round the bend/'twtst (informal, espe¬ 
cially BrE) to go crazy: Jf l have to stay in this 
place another day, 7 ’ll go round the bend! 

,go a'round with sb; ,go a round together 
(BrE also go a'bout/ 1 round with sb, ,go a bout/ 
'round together) (becoming old-fashioned) to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of 
people: Ann goes around with Sue. o Ann and Sue 
go around together, o j hose are the people l used to 
go around with. 

HxH) hang around with sb, hang around 
together 

<§► v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv+adv 
'go at sb to attack sb: He went at me like a wild 
animal. 
v + prep 

■go at Sth to make great efforts to do sth; to work 
hard and with enthusiasm at sth: They went at the 
job as if their lives depended on it. o He was going 
at thefood as though he hadn’t eaten for days. 
v + prep 

ED go at It .hammer and tongs if two people go 
at it hammer and tongs, they argue or fight 
with a lot of energy and noise 
,go a'way 1 to leave a place or a person: Goaway! 
You ’re annoying me? o Go a way and think about 
it a bit, 2 to leave home for a period of time, espe¬ 
cially for a holiday/vacation: They went awayJbr 
the weekend, o Are you going away on holiday 
this year? o She goes away on business a lot. 3 to 
disappear gradually: The smell still hasn’t gone 
away o Has your headache gone away? o The 
longing never ivent away 
WB come back 
^ v + adv 

,go a'way with sth to leave a place with a par¬ 
ticular feeling or impression: I don’t want people 
to go away with the wrong idea. 
v+adv + prep 


,go 'back 1 (to sth/...) to return to a place where 
you were before: Can toe go back inside? o I made 
a cup of tea and went back to bed . o When areyou 
going back to Australia? 2 (to sth) to return to 
school or work after a break: The children have to 
go back to school next week. 3 (to sb/sth) to be in a 
situation that you were in before: We can never go 
back to how things were before (- in a relation¬ 
ship, for example), o Once you have taken this 
decision, there’s no going back, o 7 don’t think 
Emily will go back to her husband <= live with 
him again). 4 (to sth) to return to work after 
being on strike: The strikers won’t go back (to 
work) until they get a pay rise. 5 (to sth) (infor¬ 
mal) (a? sth that you have bought or borrowed) to 
be returned to the place where you got it: This 
toaster will have to go back to the shop — it doesn 7 
work properly o When does this video have to go 
back? 6 (of docks and watches) to be set to an 
earlier time when the time changes at the end of 
summer: The clocks go back tonight. We get an 
extra hour in bed. USE) go forward 
$ v + adv 

,go 'back... 1 if two people go back a period of 
time, they liave known each other and have been 
friends for that time: Adam and I go back a long 
way. 2 (also ,go 'back to sth) to have existed 
since a particular time in the past: Our friend¬ 
ship goes back fifteen years, o This tradition goes 
back to medieval times. MB data back..., data 
back to sth 3 (abo ,go 'back to sth) to consider 
sth that happened in the past: To trace the origins 
of the problem, we have to go back to the 18th cen¬ 
tury o I’m going back a few years now ... <■ Tm 
talking about sth that happened some years ago) 
v + adv 2 ,3 also v + adv + prep 

( go 'back on Sth to fail to keep a promise; to 
change your mind about sth: She never goes 
back on her word (= fails to do what she has said 
she w r ill do), o He went back on his promise, o 7 
don’t like to go back on what I said. 

E0GD your promise, your word 
^ v + adv + prep 

go 'back over sth to think about sth again or 
often: I went back over the day’s events in my 
mind. 

v+adv+prep 

go 'back to Sth t to start talking about sth 
again: To go back to what you were saying 
before... MB return to sth 2 = go back... 2 
3 =oo back... 3 
v + adv + prep 

,go back to sth; ,go back to doing sth 1 to 

start doing sth again that you had stopped doing: 
Tom turned over and went back to sleep, o I 
wouldn’t go back to living in the city, o She’s 
decided to go back to teaching, o John’s going 
back to college to get some more qualifications. 
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go in 


2 (of a situation) to return to what it was before 
sth else happened: Things haven't gone back to 
normal yet. 

ME) return to sth 

^ v + adv + pr@p 

go be fore (literary) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to exist or happen in an earlier time: The 
present crisis is worse than any that have gone 
before. 

BEXZ3 Go before is usually used in the past or 
perfect tenses. 

^ v + adv 

'go before sb/sth (of a legal case, a proposal or 
an issue) to be presented to sb/sth so that they 
can dis cuss it or make a decision or a judgement 
about it: When does his case go before the judge? 

<!► v + prep 

t go be yond sth to be greater, better, etc. than 
sth: The price we got for the pa inting went beyond 
all our expectations (- was much better than we 
had expected), o The matter has gone beyond a 
joke(= has become very serious and is no longer 
amusing), 

H™> exceed sth (formal) 

& v + prep 

,90 'by (of time) to pass: As time goes by, my mem¬ 
ory seems to get worse, o The weeks went slowly 
by. o Hardly a day went by without Anthony's 
name being mentioned. 
v + adv 

'go by; 'go by sb/sth 1 to pass sb/sth without 
stopping: Did you see a boy go by on a bicycle? o 
We sat and watched the world go by (= w atched 
people passing), o They waved to us as we went 
by the window. M*> pass by, pass by sb/sth 2 
(AmE) to stop somewhere or visit sb for a short 
time, often on your way to somewhere else: i'll go 
by and see him on my way home, o Would, you go 
by the grocery storeforme? £M> drop by; stop by 
^ v + adv * v + prep 

‘go by sth 1 to be guided or directed by sth; to 
form an opinion or a judgement from sth: That's 
a good rule to go by. o If past experience is any¬ 
thing to go by, Tom will be late! o I shall go 
entirely by what my solicitor says. 2 to call your¬ 
self a particular name, which may not be your 
real name: For her crime novels, she goes by the 
name of Monka .Simon. [o|Q3 only the name of... 
^ v+prep 

,go 'down 1 (to.. ./sth) (from.. ./sth) to travel from 
one place to another, especially from the north of 
a country to the south: Wfc’re going down to Lon¬ 
don next week. HED go up 2 to fall to the ground: 
She tripped and went down with a bump. 3 to 
become lower or smaller; to fall: The price of pet¬ 
rol is going downiPetrol is going down (in price). 
o The temperature went down by JO degrees over¬ 
night o Rental costs have gone down (£50) since 
last year, o The flood waters are going down, o 


Membership numbers have gone down recently, o 
The swelling has gone down a little. M5> drop; 
fall ME) go up 4 [«■ adv] if a remark, a perform¬ 
ance, an action, etc. goes down well or badly, etc. 
it gets a good or bad reaction from people: Did 
your performance go down ail right (- did people 
like it)? o The movie loent down well in America, 
o Jokes don’tgo down too well with my mother (- 
she does not like them), o The band went down 
a storm (- people liked them very much). 5 (of 
the sun and moon) to disappear below the point 
where the sky seems to meet the land or the sea 
(the horizon): We watched the sun go down, ME) 
sot Tqpp) come up; rise 6 to get worse: The qual¬ 
ity of the product has gone, down since the com¬ 
pany was sold, o He's certainly gone down in my 
estimation (- I don’t have the good opinion of 
him that I used to), o The food's gone down since 
the restaurant changed hands. MS) deteriorate 
(more formal) ElEE> go up 7 (computing) if a 
computer system goes down, it stops working 
temporarily: I lost all my work when the computer 
went down. 8 (of food, a meal, etc.) to be digested 
or partly digested: Let your food go down before 
you go swimming. 9 [+ adv] if food or drink 
will/will not go down, it is easy/difficult to swal¬ 
low, or you enjoy it/do not enjoy it: My drink 
went down the wrong way and I started cough¬ 
ing. o A cup of tea would go down nicely (- I 
would like one). 10 when the curtain in a theatre 
goes down, it is the end of the performance: The 
audience were cheering as the curtain went down. 
o {figurative) After 25 years, the curtain has 
finally gone down on his sparkling career. Tqpp) 
go up 11 when lights go down in a theatre, the 
performance is about to stmt: She quickly found 
a seat before the lights went down . Tgff) go up 12 
[+ adv/ prep] to reach down to a particular point: 
Pepita's coat, is so big it goes right down to her 
ankles. 13 (of a tyre) to lose ah: My tyre's gone 
down again. 14 ( BrE , informal) to be sent to 
prison: He's gone down for twenty years. 15 (of a 
carpet) to be put on the floor: It 'll feel a lot 
warmer when the carpet goes down. 16 (of a 
plane) to fall from the sky; to be brought to the 
ground: The plane r s going down! ‘ he cried, 17 (of 
a ship) to sink: Hundreds died when the ferry went 
down . 18 to fail; to behave badly and lose 
people’s respect: If the business goes down, we go 
down with it. 19 to be defeated by sb, especially 
in a sports game or competition: Liverpool went 
down 2-0 to Everton. 20 (to sth) (especially BrE) 
to be made to move to a lower position, rank, 
class, status, etc: We need to win the next two 
games to avoid going down. WB go up 21 (in 
sth) (as sth) to be written down; to be recorded or 
remembered in a particular way: Everything I 
said went down in his link book, o 1998 will go 
down as the company's best. year, o He will go 
down in histoty as a great statesman. 22 (slang, 
especially AmE) to be happening: She always 


knows what’s going down. 0 What's going down? 
23 (from../) (BrE, format) to leave a university 
(especially Oxford or Cambridge) at the end of a 
term or after finishing your studies: She went 
down (from Cambridge) in 1984. go up 
^ v + adv 

,go 'down; ,go 'down sth to move from a higher 
position to a lower one; to go along sth from one 
end towards the other: One end of the see-saw 
goes up while the other end goes down. 0 The pain 
goes down my arm. 0 Eve just got to go down to 
Jim's office with these papers , 0 Will we go down 
any steep hills? o You 'll see the museum if you go 
down the road a bit. o It was hard enough to get 
up here (~ a mountain, for example), and now 
we've got to go down! o Their company has 
decided to go down the same path { - do t he same 
things) as ours. 

£bj] road, stairs, hill I§M> go up, go up sth 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

n go down the drain (BrE also go down the 
plughole) to be wasted; to get much worse go 
down 'that road to follow' a particular course of 
action, especially a difficult or harmful one: He 
said he'd never used drugs because he'd seen too 
many talented kids go down that road. 

,go ‘down on sth to lower your body towards the 
ground, especially so that you are kneeling: I 
went down on my hands and knees to took for 
the pen. 0 Vm not going to go down on my knees 
and beg him 0 forgive me. 

SDQ3 hands and knees, knees, one knee, all 
fours 

^ v + adv+prep 

,go 'down to .../sth to go to a place near where 
you are, or a place you often go to: Shall we go 
down 0 the beach for a swim? 0 I'm going down to 
the corner shop for some milk. 

+ adv + prep 

,go 'down with sth (especially BrE) to become ill 
with sth:/ think I'm going down with a cold . 

ME) come down with sth; sicken for sth; 
catch sth; get sth 

^ v + adv + prep 

'go for sb/sth 1 to attack sb/sth: She went for him 
with a knife, o (figurative) The newspapers really 
went for him over his defence of terrorism. 2 to 
apply to sb/sth; to be true of sb/sth: What I said 
about Tim helping goes for you too, Alex, o We 
may have high unemployment. hut the same goes 
for many other countries, o Terry needs to relax 
more, and the same goes for you. 3 to go to get 
sb/sth: Shall I go for a doctor? o She's gone for 
some milk. 4 to be attracted by sb/sth; to like or 
prefer sb/sth: He's not the type I usually go for. 0 
Children usually go for colourful packaging. 

& v + prep 


OHS (have) a lot, nothing, etc. going for it/you 

(to have) many/not many advantages: She has a 
good job ; she's attractive and intelligent — she 
has a lot going for her. 0 The town doesn't really 
have much going for it, 

'go for sth 1 to choose sth: I think III go for the 
steak. 0 Which computer system are they going 
for? 2 to try to get or achieve sth; Did you go for 
that job? 0 He’s going for the world record. 0 Go 
for it! You ’vegot nothing to lose, 0 That’s a great 
idea! Go for it! 3 to be sold for the price men¬ 
tioned: These computers usually go for under 
£ 1000 . 
v + prep 

go forth (literary) to leave a place and go some¬ 
where, especially in order to do sth good or brave 
^ v + adv 

,go forward 1 to make progress; to begin to hap¬ 
pen or be successful: The project is going forward 
nicely. 0 A r ou? that we have h is agreement, the dea l 
can go forward. 2 (of clocks and watches) to be 
set one hour ahead at the beginning of summer: 
The clocks go forward tonight We have an hour 
less in bed. BEE) go back 3 to be suggested as a 
candidate for a job or an elected position, etc: Her 
name has gone forward for the job. 4 (to sth) to 
win one stage of a competition, etc. and be able 
to take part in the next stage: Which teams will go 
forward to the second round? 

^ v + adv 

,go 'in 1 (of the sun or moon) to disappear behind a 
cloud: The sun went in and it grew colder. 5Mr) 
come out 2 ( informal) (of facts, information, 
etc.) to be absorbed, understood and remem¬ 
bered: I keep studying, but these dates just won’t 
go in. MS) sink in 3 (of a piece of equipment, 
furniture, etc.) to be built or fitted in a place: The 
kitchen will befinished once thefridge has gone in. 

see also Gi) in, no in sth, go into sth; go in, 
go into sth; go into sth 
0 v + adv 

,go 'in; ,go 'in sth; ,go into sth 1 to enter a 
room, a house, etc: Its getting cold; let’s go in. 0 
JM’s go in the kitchen — it's warmer. 0 Why did 
you go into my office? o Are you going into 0wn 
today?2 to fit into a container, etc: The suitcase is 
full already — those shoes definitely won't go in. 0 
I 'm amazed that all the luggage went in the car. o 
All the photos will go in0 this box. 3 (informal) to 
join an organization, especially one of the armed 
forces or the police: He was 17 when he went in the 
army. 0 Ed wants to go into the Marines. 4 (of the 
ball in sports played with a bait, etc.) to enter the 
goal, net, hole, etc. and score points: Did you see if 
the ball went in? 0 He kicked the ball hard enough 
to go inW the back of the goal, 
see also no in; go in, go into sth; go into sth 
v + adv * v + prep 
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,go 'In; ,go 'into sth 1 to go to an office or 
another place of work in order to work, do a par¬ 
ticular task, have some work done for you, etc: 
I’ve got to ivork tomorrow, but I can a lways go in 
late, o The car needs to go in (= into the garage) 
for a service, o Are you going into work tomor¬ 
row? 2 to go to a hospital to receive treatment, 
tests, etc: I'm going in on Friday for an X-ray. o 
When is Cara going into hospital? 3 (of soldiers, 
an army, etc,) to go to a place where there is fight¬ 
ing or a war and become involved in it: Troops 
are going in tonight 

see also c, o in; no in, go in sth, go into sth; 

GO INTO STII 
0 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,go in for sth (especially BrE) 1 to take part in a 
competition; to take an exam: She goes in for all 
the competitions in the magazines and never wins 
anything, o Which events are you going in for at 
the school sports? o She’s going in for the Cam¬ 
bridge First Certificate. 2 go into sth 3 He 
decided to go in for politics. 

enter sth 
<§► v + adv + prep 

,go 'in for sth; ,go ‘in for doing sth to like sth 
and regularly use it, do it, etc,; to have sth as an 
interest or a hobby: She goes in for very bright col¬ 
ours. o He doesn’t really go in for making long 
speeches, o My family don’t go in for that sort of 
thing, o She never went in for dancing. 

$ v+adv + prep 

,gO 'in with sb (on sth) to join sb in a particular 
project, activity, business, etc: Jack went in with 
some friends to start a car hire business, o I’ll go 
in with you on (- I’ll give you some money tor) 
Mary present, o My brothers are opening a gar¬ 
age and they want me to go in with them. 

<£► v+adv + prep 

,go Into sth 1 (of a vehicle) to hit sth violently; to 
crash into sth: The car skidded and went into a 
tree. 2 (of a vehicle or driver) to start a particular 
movement: The truck went into a spin on a patch 
of ice. o The plane went into a nosedive. 3 (also 
,go in for sth) to decide to do a particular kind of 
work as your job or career: When did you decide 
toga into politics ?0 She’s going into publishing. 
0 Sanjay ’s gone into business with his father. IS 
politics TIvn) take sth up 4 to begin to be in a 
particular state or situation: She went into a 
coma after the accident, o The country is going 
into a decline, o The company has gone into 
liquidation. 0 The family has gone into hiding. 
613 liquidation, production, decline, hiding, 
exile, a coma 5 to begin to act or behave in a par¬ 
ticular way: He went into a long explanation of 
the affair. 0 Divers were there, ready to go into 
action if the stunt went wrong. 6 to examine or 
discuss sth carefully: I won’t go into details 
now. o We need to go into the question of costs, o 
She’s not coming, for reasons which I won r t go into 


now. 7 (also ,go Into doing sth) (of money, time, 
effort, etc.) to be spent on sth; to be used to do sth: 
More money needs to go into rebuilding the inner 
cities , 0 7 can see that a lot of time and effort has 
gone into your project. 0 A huge amount of work 
went into making the occasion a success. 0 A lot of 
skill, love and work had gone into the garden. 8 to 
start taking part in an exam, a competition, an 
election, etc: I can't go into the exam unprepared. 
9 if one number goes into a larger number, it is 
contained in that number the number of times 
mentioned: 5 goes into 25five times. 0 Does 13 go 
into 39?UEXB Notice also the example: 5 into 24 
won’t go. 

see a/so go in; go in, go in sth, go into sth; 

GO IN, GO INTO STH 
v + prep 

,go ‘off 1 (to sth) to leave a place, especially in 
order to do sth: You go off and have fun. 0 When 
are you going off on your trip? o Have the children 
gone off to school yet? o Everyone went off happy 
0 1 can’t believe Ed went off without saying good¬ 
bye! o My paren ts have just gone off to bed. 2 <ol“ a 
weapon, etc.) to be fired; to explode: The gun went 
off by accident, o The bomb went off in a crowded 
street. Hum! gun, bomb 3 (of an alarm) to make a 
sudden loud noise or flash: She got up as soon as 
the alarm clock went off o The thieves ran away 
when the burglar alarm went off. IMSil alarm, 
alarm clock, fire alarm 4 if a light, the electri¬ 
city; etc. goes off, it stops working: Suddenly all 
the lights went off. 0 The heating comes on at 6and 
goes off at 9. fivlJl lights come on; go on 5 
[+ adv] if a performance, etc. goes off well/badly 
it is successful/not successful: The show went off 
very mil o How did the concert go off? o The per¬ 
formance went off without a hitch (~ without 
any problems at all), 6 (BrE) if food or drink goes 
off, it becomes bad and not fit toeat or drink: This 
milk has gone off fsuiJi milk, meat 7 (especially 
BrE) to become worse in quality 7 : Her books have 
gone, off in recent years. 8 (informal especially 
BrE) to fall asleep: Hasn’t the baby gone off (to 
sleep)yet? MB drop off 
v + adv 

,go 'off; ,go 'off sth 1 to move away from sth 
large or important and go in a different direc¬ 
tion: The road you want goes off on the right. 0 
(figurative) She's always going off the point (~ 
not talking about the main topic). 2 to leave the 
stage, the sports field, etc. during a play or a 
game: Hamlet goes off in the middle of the scene. 
0 Johnson went off at half-time. 
v + adv ♦ v+prep 

go ‘off sb/sth (informal, especially BrE) to lose 
interest in sb/sth; to stop liking sb/sth: 7 think 
she’s going off me. o He's gone off his food, o I’ve 
gone off the idea of a holiday in Scotland. 

<*> v + prep 


,go 'off with sb to leave your husband, wife, 
partner, etc, in order to have a relationship with 
sb else: Eddie’s gone off with his wife’s best 
friend, 

wm run away/off with ab 

& v + adv + prep 

go 'off with sth to leave a place with sth that 
does not belong to you: Who’s gone, off with my 
new pen? 

make off (with sth) 
v + adv + prep 

,go 'on 1 (of a situation or a state of affairs) to 
continue to happen or exist without changing: 
We can’t let this dispute go on. o Things can’t go 
on as they are. o In spite of everything, life must 
go on. 0 We can *t go on like this! 1$YE) carry on ; 
continue 2 to last for a particular time: The 
meeting went on for hours, o How much longer 
will this hot weather go on (for)? BfrH> carry on; 
last 3 (with sth) to continue an activity; espe¬ 
cially after a pause or a break: I'm sorry I inter¬ 
rupted. Go on with your story, o The children 
quietly went on with their work. 0 Let’s take a 
break. We’ll go on when you’re ready }!?»> carry 
on (with sth) 4 (with sth) (also t go 'on doing sth) 
to continue an activity without stopping: When I 
came into the room , the boss just went on with 
what she was doing and didn’t look up. 0 7 could 
have gone on listening to Ted’s stories all night, o 
I’d prefer to go on doing things my own way >sv*o 
carry on (with sth). carry on doing sth 5 to con¬ 
tinue speaking after a short pause: ’You know \ 
he went on, T never liked her. ' 0 Go on then! Tell 
me what happened! o She Imitated for a moment, 
and then went an. MS) carry on 0 (of a light, the 
electricity, etc.) to start to work; to be switched 
on: Suddenly all the lights went on. Tqpp> go off 7 
(of time) to pass: Things will improve as time 
goes on. 0 She became more miserable as the even¬ 
ing umit on. 5s7n> go by 8 (usually used in the 
progressive tenses ) to take place; to happen: 
What’s going on here? 0 Who knows what goes on 
when I’m away o There must be a party going on 
next door, o She ignores a lot of what goes on. 9 
(to sth/to do sth) to do sth after you have finished 
sth else: Do all the students go on to work in cater¬ 
ing? o Let ’$ go on to the next item on the agenda, o 
The boys went on to a club, but 1 decided to go 
home. 10 go 'on! (informal) used to encourage 
or dare sb to do sth: Go onI Have another cake, o 
Go on! Try it! 0 Go on! Ask her out! I dare you! 11 
(about sb/sth) to continue talking to sb for a long 
time about the same person or thing, usually in 
an annoying way: They keep going on about their 
trip. 0 What is she going on about? 0 My parents 
went on and on about how successful my sister is. 
M5> bang on about sb/sth (BrE. informal) 1 2 
(at sb) (about sth) (especially BrE) to complain to 
sb about their behaviour, work, etc: My dad ivent 
on at me about not having a job 0 Stop going on 


at me! o She keeps going on at me to dress better. 
MH> carry on (at sb) (about sth); criticize sb 13 

to continue to travel in the direction you are 
going: I’m too tired to goon, o They had an acci¬ 
dent and couldn’t go on. H5D carry on 14 
(ahead/to sth) to travel in front of sb else: Jack's 
going on ahead to get the house ready 0 Shall we 
wait for Hay or shall we go on into town without 
him? 15 (of a road, a piece of land, etc.) to cover 
a particular distance in a particular direction: 
The desert seemed to go on forever. 16 (of an actor 
or a performer) to walk onto the stage to begin 
their performance: She doesn’t go on till Act 2. 17 
(in sport) (of a player) to join a team instead of 
another player during a game: Allen went on (in 
place of Brown) just before half-time. 18 go on 
(spoken, informal , especially BrE) used to agree 
to do or allow sth that you do not really want to 
do or allow, after sb has persuaded you: ’Are you 
sure you won’t, come?' *Oh go on then, but I won't 
be able to stay long.’ 19 go onl (old-fashioned, 
BrE , spoken , informal ) used to show that you do 
not believe what sb is saying: Go on! You didn’t 
eat it all yourself! fsw? get away (with you) 

^ v + adv 

4 also v + adv + -ing 

5 also v + adv + speech 

ESI bo .going ’on (for) sth (BrE) to be nearly a 
particular age, time or number: It was going on 
(for) midnight, o She's 15, going on 21!( she acts 
as if she’s 21) enough, plenty, etc. to be going 
‘on with enough, plenty; etc. for our present needs: 
That should be enough food to be going on with. 

► goings-on n [pl.j (informal) activities or 
events that are strange or amusing: There have 
been some strange goings-on at their house. 

► 'ongoing ad) [usually before nounj continuing 
to exist or develop: an ongoing process 0 the 
ongoing debate o an ongoing situation 0 The 
problem is ongoing. 

( go 'on; ,go 'on sth to fit or be put on top of 
another object The lid won’t go on. 0 This shoe 
won’t go on my foot at all 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'go on sth 1 (used in negative sentences and ques¬ 
tions) to base an opinion or a judgement on sth: 
The police don’t have much evidence to go on. o 
I’m only going on what she told me, 2 to begin 
doing, following, enjoying or using sth: toga on a 
course!trip o I’m going on a diet on Monday, o 
When are you going on holiday? o to go on the dole 
(= to start to receive government unemployment 
benefit) 0 When do the band go on tour? 
^v+prep 

go on sth; go on doing sth (of money, time, 
energy, etc.) to be spent or used for sth: All his 
money goes on drink, o Most of the electricity we 
use goes on running the computers. 

see also c,o on 4 
$ v+prep 
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go through 


go out 1 (for/to sth) to leave your house to go to 
social events, etc: Shall we go out for a meal 
tonight? o Elite goes out a lot. o She goes out dan¬ 
cing most weekends, o Jenny usually goes out 
with herfriends on Friday evenings. MED stay in 
2 (with sb/together) ( informal ) (especially of 
young people) to spend time with sb and have a 
romantic or sexual relationship with them: Sam 
has been going out with Kate for six months . o 
How long have Sam and Kate been going out 
together? o When did. they start going out? H*S) 
date, date sb 3 (of a letter, a message, etc.) to be 
sent, announced, etc; Have the invitations gone 
out yet?o A memo went out about the director's 
resignation. 4 (of news, information, etc.) to be 
made public; to be published: Word went out that 
the Prime Minister had resigned, o The magazine 
goes out six limes a year. 5 (especially BrE) (of a 
radio or television programme) to be broadcast: 
Thefirst episode goes out next Friday at 8.00pm. o 
The show will go out live from the studio. 6 (of a 
fire or a light) to stop burning or shining: The fire 
has gone out o There was a po wer cut and all the 
lights went out. BgjQ lights, fire )svn) be extin¬ 
guished (formal) 7 if money goes out , it is spent 
on bills and expenses: We need to have more 
money coming in than going out. come In 8 
(to...) to leave your country and travel to another 
one, especially one far away: We went out to see 
him when he was living in Australia, o Have you 
been out to India recently? 9 if the tide or the sea 
goes out, it moves away from the land: When 
does the tide go aut? \su*i\ only the tide ebb 
(more formal) MED come in 10 to fail in a com¬ 
petition, contest, etc: She went out in the first 
round of the tournament. 

& v+adv 

11011 go out like a 'light to fall asleep very quickly: 
I went out like a light as soon as my head hit the 
pillow, your heart goes out to sb used to say 
that you feel a lot of sympathy for sb: Our hearts 
go out to the families of the victims. 

► outgoing adj 1 out going very friendly and 
liking to meet and talk to other people: Annie's 
sister is much more outgoing than she is. 2 [only 
before noun] about to leave a position of respon¬ 
sibility: the outgoing government 3 [only before 
noun] going away from a particular place rather 
than coming in to it: outgoing calls!flights!pas¬ 
sengers o the outgoing tide 

► outgoings n [p].] (BrE) the money which a per¬ 
son or a company spends regularly on bills and 
other necessary expenses: They haven't got 
enough money to cover their outgoings. 

,go out; ,go out of sth 1 to leave a room, build¬ 
ing, etc: It's too cold to go out. o The talking 
started as soon as the teacher went out of the 
room, o It isn’t a good idea to go out alone ai 
night, o I'm going out for a walk, o He's just gone 
out to get a newspaper, o My grandmother never 
went out to work (= away from the home), o She 


went straight out and spent £200 on a new coat. 
70*p) go In, go In sth, go Into sth 2 to become no 
longer fashionable or used: That hairstyle went 
out of fashion years ago. o Styles like that have 
completely gone out now. o The word 'leathern’ 
has gone out of use in modern English. MED 
come in, come in sth, come into sth 
<$► v+adv ♦ v + adv+prep 

go out for sth (AmE) to try to gain a place in a 
sports team, a band or a group that does some 
other activity: / had to talk Greg into going out 
for the basketball team, o ’Did she make the 
band?’ *She didn't go out for it, ’ 

try for sth {especially BrE), try out (for sth) 
(especially A mE) 
v + adv + prep 

,go out of sb/sth (of a quality or feeling) to no 
longer be present in sb/sth; to disappear from 
sb/sth: He relaxed and the tension went out of 
him. o The heat had gone out. of the day 
v + adv + prep 

go over 1 (to sb/sth) to move towards sb/sth, 
especially crossing a room, etc: He went over to 
the window for a closer look at the parade, o 1 
went over and sat beside Jane. 2 (to sth ) to visit sb 
for a short time, usually at their house: I'm going 
over to my daughter’s for lunch . -+ see also go 
round 13 (to .. .) to travel to a place overseas: My 
family live in Belgium and I'm going over to see 
them next week. 

<$► v + adv 

,go over; ,go over sth to pass above or over the 
top of sb/sth: Planes were going over all night, o 
We were shaken as the car went over the humps in 
the road. 

+ adv ♦ v + prep 

go over sth 1 to do more, spend more, etc. than 
a particular amount or than you are allowed to 
do: Don 7 go over the speed limit, o Did you go over 
budget on your project? 'HTD exceed sth (more 
formal) 2 to examine the details of sth; to check 
sth: I’ll go over the figures again to make, sure 
they’re right, o Go over your work carefully 
before you hand it in. 3 to study sth carefully; to 
repeat sth: I’ve gone over and over what happened 
in my mind, o She went over her lines ( = in a 
play ) until she knew them perfectly. 4 to look at or 
inspect sth carefully: Police went (back) over all 
the evidence again, o My dad went over the car 
thoroughly and advised us not to buy it, 5 to draw, 
paint, etc. over the top of sth that has already 
been drawn or painted: I’ve gone over theoriginal 
drawing in pen. 6 to clean sth by passing sth 
across the surface: He went over the surfaces with 
a duster. 

PEna Go over sth can be used in the passive in 
meanings 2, 4, 5 and 6: These, details have been 
gone over already. 

& v + prep 


► .going-over n [sing.l ( informal) 1 an act of 
examining, cleaning or repairing sth thor¬ 
oughly: I’ve given the Jlat a good going-over ( a 
thorough clean), o The garage gave the car a 
thorough going-over (= a careful inspection). 2 a 
serious physical or verbal attack on sb: The gang 
ga ve him a rea l going-over ; 

,go over to sb/sth 1 to leave a group of people 
in order to join a competing group; to change 
from one side, opinion, habit, system, etc. to 
another; to start using sth different: Two Conser¬ 
vative MPs went over to the oppe/sition. o We've 
recently gone over to (= we've started using) semi- 
skimmed milk. 2 (in broadcasting) to transfer to 
a different person, place, etc. for the next part of 
a program me: J^t ‘s go over to the news deskfor an 
important announcement. 

<*> v + adv + prep 

, go past (of time) to pass: Half an hour went past 
while we were sitting there. 
v+adv 

,go past; ,go past sb/sth to pass in front of 
sb/sth: / stood back to let Jack go past, o The shop 
is empty whenever I go past it. 

<J> v+adv ♦ v + prep 

,go round (BrE) (AmE ,go a round) 1 (to sth) to 

visit sb for a short time, usually at their house: 
Why don 7 you go round and see Annie? o I’ve got 
toga around to my sister’s (*- to her house) in the 
morning. -» see also go over 2 2 to spin or turn: 
When I found the bicycle, the wheels were still 
going round, o (figurative) I’ve got so many ideas 
going around in my head at the moment. 

$ v + adv 

go round; go round sth (BrE) = go around, 

GO AROUND STH 

go round; go round sth; go round doing 

sth (BrE) - GO AROUND, GO AROUND STII. GO 
AROUND DOING STH 

,go round sb/sth (BrE) =co around sb/sth 

,go round sth (BrE) - go around sth 

go round with sb; go round together 

(BrE) GO AROUND WITH SB, GO AROUND 
TOGETHER 

( go 'through 1 (to sth) (informal) used especially 
to ask sb to enter a room, etc: Shall we go through 
to my office? o Go through and make yourself 
comfortable. 2 if a law, a contract, etc. goes 
through, it is officially approved, accepted or 
completed: The bill went through without any 
objections, o The. adoption (= of a child) has 
finally gone through. 3 if a business deal, etc. 
goes through, it is completed successfully: We 
are almost certain the deal will go through, o If 
the merger goes through , we may lose our jobs. 4 
(to sth) to pass to the next stage of a competition, 
etc,, having won the first part(s): Four teams will 
go through to the semi-final 
<3> v + adv 


,go through; ,go ‘through sth to enter and 
cross a room, an area of laud, a town, a country, 
etc.; to pass through sth: The gates opened and we 
went through, o Lots of huge trucks go through 
the town, o You have to go through the lounge to 
reach the kitchen, o The defence was weak, and 
the ball utent through into the goal o The bullet 
toent straight through, the window, o This is the 
hole where the bullet went through, 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

go through sbl if a feeling goes through you, 
it passes through your body: A shudder went 
through her. 2 if a particular type of food goes 
through you, you find it difficult to digest and it 
is emptied from your bowels quickly or in liquid 
form: I can 7 eat sushi — it goes right through me. 
<*> v + prep 

'go through sb/sth to ask a person or an organ¬ 
ization to deal with sth for you or give you per¬ 
mission to do sth: If you want to book the cruise, 
you ’ll have logo through a travel agent, 

<$> v + prep 

,go ‘through sth 1 to pass through sth from one 
end to the other: We went through the ttfoods to get 
to the lake, o (figurative) What went through 
your mind when you saw John standing there 
after all this time?2 if you go through an event, 
a period of time, etc., you pass through it from 
the beginning to the end: He went through the day 
in a state of shock, o She can’t go through life 
always depending on her parents. 3 to experience 
or suffer sth: You don’t realize what I’ve been 
going through, o She's t>een through a bad ixitch 
recently, o We’ve been through a lot together, o It’s 
a phase!stage all teenagers go through. gH] 
phase, experience, a bad, difficult, etc. patch 
MS) undergo sth (more formal ) 4 to look at, 
check or examine sth closely and carefully, espe¬ 
cially in order to find sth: I’ve gone through all my 
pockets but I can’t find my keys, o After his death , 
his daughter had to go through his papers. Eli] 
pockets, papers 5 to discuss or study sth in 
detail, especially repeating it: Let’s go through 
the arguments aga in. o Could we go through Act 2 
once more? M8> run through sth € to perform a 
series of actions; to follow a method: This is the 
process you have to go through to become a club 
member, o I made a mistake when I was logging 
out and had to go through the. whole process 
again, o Have you seen him go through his exer¬ 
cise routine in the mornings? (513 process, rou¬ 
tine. procedure 7 to use up sth: I seem to be going 
through a lot of money at the moment, o Have we 
gone through all that milk already? lAm) get 
through sth 8 to wear or make a hole in sth: I’ve 
gone through the. elbows of my jumper. 

0333 Go through sth can be used in the passive 
in meanings 4,5 and 6: The formalities have to be 
gone through. 

<|> v + prep 
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EEI go through the 'motions (of sth/of doing 
sth) 1 to pretend to do sth: He just went through 
the motions of being a poet. 2 to do or say sth 
without being serious or sincere about it: Her 
heart wasn't in the game — she was just going 
through the motions, go through the ‘roof 1 (of 
prices, etc.) to rise very quickly: House prices 
have gone through the roof 2 to become very 
angry: My mum will go through the roof if she 
finds out! 

.go through with sth to do what is necessary to 
complete sth or achieve sth, even though it may 
be difficult or unpleasant: She decided not to go 
through with the operation (= she decided not to 
have it), o He says he'll take us to court, but he’ll 
never go through with it. 

+ adv + prep 

,go 'to It (AmE, spoken, informal) used to tell sb to 
start doing sth: You treed to get it finished by 6. Go 
to it! o We better go to it before it gets dark. 

& v + prep + it 

'go to sb/sth to be given to sb/sth; to pass to sb 
else when sb dies: Proceeds from the concert will 
go to charity, o Some of the credit for the book 
should go to the illustrator, o The first prize went 
to Peter, o The contract has gone to a private firm. 
o The property went to his eldest daughter (= 
when he died). 

^ v + prep 

'go to Sth 1 to start to do sth; to begin to be in a 
particular state or condition: The two countries 
are set to go to war over the dispute, o I hate to see 
food going to waste, o My brain wen t to work 
on (= started to think about) what l should do 
next. only war, waste, work 2 to make a lot of 

effort, spend a lot of money, etc. in order to do or 
achieve sth: Don’t go to any trouble on my 
behalf o Why go to the expense of buying a car? 
o He went to great pains to persuade us. o It ’s 
amazing the lengths people will go to to get a job. 
GOy] only trouble, expense, pains, lengths 
<*» v + prep + n 

m go to the 'dogs (informal’) to get into a very 
bad shite: Some people think this country is going 
to the dogs, go to your 'head 1 (of alcohol) to 
make you feel drunk 2 (of success, praise, etc.) to 
make you feel very proud of yourself, especially 
in a way that other people find annoying go to 
pieces (informal) if somebody goes to pieces, 
they become so upset or frightened that they can¬ 
not live or work normally: It seems he goes to 
pieces in a crisis, go to 'pot (informal) to be 
spoiled because people are not working hard or 
taking care of things: His plan to make money 
had gone to pot. go to ‘steep 1 to fall asleep 2 if 
part of your body goes to sleep, you lose the 
sense of feeling in it go to town (on sth) to do 
sth with a lot of energy and enthusiasm, espe¬ 
cially spending a lot of money: They hadn’t got a 
garden, so they really went to town on indoor 


plants, go to the 'wall if a company or a business 
goes to the wall, it fails because of a lack of 
money 

,go to gether 1 (of two or more things) to exist at 
the same time; to be often found together: Money 
and happiness don't always go together. see also 
oo with sth 2 2 to look, taste, sound, etc. good 
together; to combine well with sth: These colours 
go together well, o Curry and pasta don't really 
go together. CESO Go is also used with this mean¬ 
ing: Curry and pasta don’t really go. o These col¬ 
ours don't really go. -* see also go with sth 1 3 
(oldfashioned, especially AmE) (usually used in 
the progressive tenses ) (of two people) to spend 
time with each other and have a romantic or sex¬ 
ual relationship: They haven’t been going 
together long. -* see also go out 2 
<§► v + adv 

'go towards sth; go towards doing sth to 

be used as part of the payment for sth; to be used 
as part of sth: The money will go towards buying 
a computer, o AU these marks go towards my final 
diploma. 

& v + prep 

,go ’under 1 to sink below the surface of the 
water: They had to swim to shore when the boat 
went under, o Someone rushed to help him when 
he went under. 2 (informal) to fail, lose power, 
etc.; to be unable to pay what you owe: A large 
number of small companies ha ve gone under 
<3> v + adv 

'go under sth to be known by a particular name 
or title: Does he go under any other names? 
fojjl the name of,.., a different, etc. name, the 
title of... 

«► see also GO by sth 2 
<§► v+prep 

,go 'up 1 to become higher in price, level, etc,; to 
rise: The price of cigarettes is going up. o Cigar¬ 
ettes are going up (in price), o My pension has 
gone up (by) £5 a week. lsua3i price, temperature 
>sy n) rise )opp) come down: go down 2 (to 
sb/sth) to go towards sb/sth: He went up to the 
house and knocked on the door. 3 (to...) to travel 
from one place to another, especially from the 
south of a country to the north: She’s gone up to 
Scotland to see her son. o Are you going up to Lon¬ 
don tomorrow? 4 to be built; to be put up: New 
office blocks are going up everywhere. 5 to be des¬ 
troyed by fire or an explosion: If one of the. gas 
tanks goes up, there wilt be massive damage, o 
The whole building went up in flames. 6 to be 
fixed in a public place: Notices have gone up all 
over the university. 7 if the curtain across the 
stage in a theatre goes up. it is raised or opened: 
The stage was empty when the curtain went. up. 
IsubjI curtain I5H) come down 8 if a loud sound 
such as a shout or a cheer goes up, it is made by 
lots of people: A huge cheer went up from the 
crowd. [1513 cheer, cry 9 (to/into sth) (of a sports 


team or a student) to move to a higher rank, pos¬ 
ition or class: Liverpool have gone up into the sec¬ 
ond division, o Is she going up into the sixth form 
this year? Tqpp) go down 10 (to...) (BrE) to begin 
your studies at a university, especially Oxford or 
Cambridge; to begin a term at university: She 
went up (to Oxford) in 1976, W?E> go down 
^ v + adv 

go 'up; ,go r up Sth to move from a lower pos¬ 
ition to a higher one or upstairs in a building; 
The lift goes up and down all day. o Go up the lad¬ 
der. o She went up the stairs very slowly: o Julie's 
gone up to her room to change. 

F5WI stairs, hill, road IME) ascend, ascend sth 
(formal) 

Yqpp> go down* go down sth; descend, descend 

sth (formal ) 

+ adv ♦ v + prep 

,go 'up against sb/sth (AmE, informal) to face 
sb/sth difficult, for example in a competition: He 
went up against the champion in the second 
round . o In a consumer taste test , Coke went up 
against Pepsi. 

<§► v + adv + prep 

,go 'up to sth to come dose to a particular point 
or time, or go in a particular direction: This 
diary only goes up to November, o The road goes 
up to the school. 

0 v + adv + prep 

'go with sb (old fashioned, informal) to have a sex¬ 
ual or romantic relationship with sb; to have sex 
with sb: She's been going with him for quite a while. 
-+ see also go out 2 
(§► v + prop 

'go with sb/sth (informal, especially AmE) to 
support a plan, an idea, etc. or the person sug¬ 
gesting it: I’m prepared logo with her decision, o 
I like Ted’s idea. Let's go with it. o Which candi¬ 
date shall we go with? 

<§► v + prep 

'go with sth 1 to look, taste, sound, etc. good with 
sth; to combine well with sth: This sauce goes 
well with lamb . o Does this skirt go with my 
jumper? -+ see also go together 2 2 (of two or 
more things) to exist at the same time or in the 
same place as sth; to be often found together: Dis¬ 
ease often goes with poverty, o She loves all the 
attention that goes with being famous. see also 
go together ) 3 to he included with or as a part 
of sth: A new cargoes with the job. 

^ v + prep 

,go with out; ,go with out sth; ,go with out 
doing Sth to manage without sth which you usu¬ 
ally have: I never want the children to have to go 
without, o She went without sleep for three days. 
MS) do without, do without sth 
^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 


goad /gaud; Am£good/ 

goad sb 'on to drive and encourage sb to do sth: 
They goaded him on to break the window, o The 
boxers were goaded on by the shrieking crowd. 
<fyv + n/pron + adv 

gobble /‘gobl; AmE 'ga:bl/ 

.gobble sth 'down/'up (informal) to eat food 
very quickly: I gobbled down m.y breakfast and 
ran out of the house. 

Wnb wolf sth down 
<£► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.gobble sth 'up (informal) 1 to use all of sth, 
especially money, very quickly: The rent gobbles 
up half his earnings. 2 if a business, company 
etc. gobbles up a smaller one, it takes control of 
it: Small family businesses are being gobbled up 
by larger firms. 

5 syh> swallow sth up 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

goof /gu:f/ 

goof a’round (informal, especially AmE) to 
waste your time doing silly or stupid things: 
Come on. qu it goofing around th is is serious. 
HxH) mess around 
v + adv 

.goof 'off (AmE, informal) to waste time when 
you are supposed to be working 
v + adv 

► 'goof-off n (AmE, informal , disapproving) a 
lazy person who does not work hard 
.goof 'up (on sth), goof sth ’up (AmE, infor¬ 
mal) to make a mistake; to spoil sth by making a 
mistake or doing it badly; He always goofs up (on 
exams), o He really goofed up his exam. 

B'v ; n) mass up, mess sth up 

<*!► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

gouge /gauds/ 

.gouge sth 'out; .gouge sth out of sth to 

remove sth, or form sth, by digging into a surface 
with a sharp tool, your fingers, etc; I wanted to 
gouge her eyes out . o Glaciers gouged out valleys 
from the hills. 

WflJi eyes 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

grab /grab/ 

'grab at sb/sth to try to take hold of sb/sth; She 
grabbed at the branch, missed and fell. 

TSTO clutch at sb/sth 
^ v+prep 
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'grab at sth to take advantage of an opportunity 
to do or have sth: He 7 1 grab at any excuse to avoid 
doing the dishes. 

ra chance, opportunity, excuse YMm) seize 
on sth 

4> v + prep 

grapple /'gnepi/ 

'grapple with sth to try to deal with a difficult 
situation or solve a difficult problem: Hue spent 
all afternoon grappling with these accounts. 

problem, issue WE> wrestle with sth 
HsHS Grapple with sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: This is an issue that is being grappled with 
by the council 
v + prep 

grasp /gra:$p; AmEgraesp/ 

‘grasp at sth/sb to try to take hold of sth/sb in 
your hands: Shegraspedat his coat. 

MS) catch at sth/sb; clutch at sth/sb 

4* v + prep 

'grasp at sth to try to take advantage of an 
opportunity, especially because you are unhappy 
with the present situation: He grasped at any 
hope of escape . 

MD clutch at sth 

v + prep 

0X3 grasp at 'straws to try very hard to find a 
solution to a problem or some hope in a difficult 
or unpleasant situation, even though this seems 
very unlikely 

graSS /grms; AmE graes / 

.grass sth 'over to cover an area of ground with 
grass: The garden had been grassed over. 

CEHl Grass sth over is often used in the passive. 
$ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.grass sb 'up ( BrE , informal) to inform the 
police or sb in authority about a crime or sth bad 
that sb has done; My girlfriend grassed me. up. 

EEan It is also possible to say; My girlfriend 
grassed (on me). 

<$► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

gravitate/-gneviteit/ 

gravitate to/toward(s) sb/sth to move 
towards sb/sth that you are attracted to: Most vis¬ 
itors to Ne w York gravitate to Times Square. 

& v + prep 

grind /gramd/ (ground, ground /ground/) 

.grind sb 'down to treat sb in a harsh way or 
annoy them for a long time until they can no 
longer defend themselves or fight back: Don't let 


your colleagues grind you down:' o The villagers 
had been ground down by years of poverty. 

HxH> wear sb down 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.grind sth 'down to rub sth against a hard sur¬ 
face in order to make it smooth and shiny 
Wo*> wear sth down 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

.grind 'on to continue tor a long time in a boring 
or unpleasant way: The negotiations ground on 
for months. 
v+adv 

.grind sth ‘out 1 to produce sth in large quan¬ 
tities over a long period of time, especially sth 
that is not interesting or of good quality: He 
grinds out a novel a month. MS) chum sth out 2 
to press a burning cigarette down firmly with 
your hand or your foot in order to stop it burn¬ 
ing: He ground out the cigarette with his heel. 
MS> stub sth out 
<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

grope /gr?xjp;AroEgroup/ 

'grape for sth to try hard to find sth: I stepped in 
the door and groped for the light switch, o (figura¬ 
tive) T<?s, but. ...'He was groping for words. 

M light, word, answer 

v + prep 

'grope towards sth (rare) to try to find an 
agreement, an answer to a problem, etc: The Urn 
parties are groping towards a compromise. 
v + prop 

grOSS /yraus; AroEgrous/ 

.gross sb ‘out (AmE, informal) to make sb feel 
disgusted: His greasy hair really grosses me out! 
4> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ( less frequent) 

ground /ground/ 

be 'grounded in/on sth to be based on sth: is 
the story grounded in fact? 

& be + v + prep 

grOW /grot); AmE grou/ (grew /'gru: /grown 
/group; AmE groon/) 

.grow a'part to become less close to sb in a rela¬ 
tionship: We used to be good friends, but we've 
grown apart. 

& v + adv 

.grow a way from sb to conic to have a less 
close relationship with sb; to depend on sb less: 
She has grown away from her parents. 

& v + adv + prep 


.grow 'back if hair, fur, etc. grows back, it starts 
to grow again after it has been cut or damaged: 
His hair grew back thicker after he shamd his 
head. 

ElMShair 
4 ^ v + adv 

.grow Into sth 1 to gradually become sth over a 
period of time: She had grown into a beautiful 
young woman . 2 if a child grows into clothes, 
he/she becomes big enough to fit into them: This 
coat's too big for him now, but he’ll grow into it. 
lop coat, trousers, etc. ME) grow out of sth 3 
to become familiar with and confident in a new 
job, activity etc: He needs time to grow into the 
job. ® job, role 
^ v + prep 

'grow on sb if sb/sth grows on you, you grad¬ 
ually tike them/it more and more: That paint¬ 
ing ’s really grown on me. 

4 » v + prep 

.grow 'out if the colour or style of your hair 
grows out, it disappears as your hair grows: / 
had my hair coloured six weeks ago, but. it ’$grow¬ 
ing out now. 

^ v + adv 

.grow sth 'out to let your hair grow so that the 
colour or style changes or disappears: I’ve decide 
to grow the layers out. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.grow 'out of sth 1 if a child grows out of 
clothes, he/she becomes too big to wear them: 
She grows out of her clothes so fast! [££2 coat, 
trousers, etc. MB) outgrow sth SEE) grow into 
sth 2 to stop doing something or suffering from 
sth as you become older: He grew out of his 
eczema as he got older, o He was a very rebellious 
teenager, but he grew out of it. MB) outgrow 
sth 3 to develop from sth: These laws grew out of 
a need to protect children. 

& v + adv + prep 

.grow 'up 1 when a person grows up, they 
become an adult: Kate's growing up fast, o Oh, 
grow up (= behave in a more sensible way) and 
stop making such a fitss! o He was a difficult teen¬ 
ager, but grew up to be a responsible adult. 2 
[+adv/prep] to spend the time you are a child in a 
particular place or in a particular way: He grew 
up in Portugal, o Mel and I grew up together: o 
This generation has grown up on MTV. 3 to 
develop gradually: The town had grown up 
around the abbey, o A cult had grown up around 
him. MB) develop 

EPm Do not confuse this phrasal verb with 
grow. Grow can be used without an object to 
mean ‘increase in size, number, cost, etc." Grow, 
but not grow up, can be used with an object: to 
grow vegetables. Use bring sb up to refer to par¬ 
ents caring for their children until they are 
grown up and teaching them how to behave, etc. 
v + adv 


► grown- up adj ( informal ) 1 mentally and phys¬ 
ically an adult: He has two grown-up children. 2 
adult, mature: Susie is very grown-up for her age. 

► “grown-up n (informal) (used especially by 
adults when talking to children, or by children) 
an adult person: The grown-ups will sit at one 
table and the children at another. 

grub/grAb/(-bb-) 

.grub sth 'out/ 1 up (rare) to dig sth out of the 
ground: Thousands of miles of hedgerows have 
been grubbed up. 

dig sth out; dig sth up 

<^v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 

guard /ga:d; AmE gu:rd/ 

guard against sth; guard against doing 

sth to do sth to prevent sth happening or to pro¬ 
tect yourself from sth: Clean the wound to guard 
against the danger of infection, o We should 
guard against the possibility of this happening 
again, o Regular exercise can help to guard 
against heart disease. 

Fqbj] danger, risks, possibility 
KEna Guard against sth/against doing sth can 
be used in the passive: This danger must be 
guarded against. 
v + prep 

guess /ges/ 

‘guess at sth to try to imagine sth or make a 
judgement without knowing all the facts: We can 
only guess at the reason for his actions, 
rrren Guess at sth can be used in the passive: 
Herfeelings can only be guessed at. 

^ v + prep 

gulp ,/QAip/ 

.gulp sth 'back (rare) to stop yourself showing 
that you are upset by swallowing hard: She 
gulped back her tears. 

[213 tears 

4> v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.gulp sth 'down to swallow sth quickly and nois¬ 
ily: He gulped down a glass of water. 

[*DQ3 water, coffee, etc. 

wan Gulp sth can also be used with a similar 
meaning. 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
gum /g/tm/ (-mm-) 

,gum sth ‘up (BrE, informal, rare) to fill sth with 
a sticky substance so that it cannot move or 
work: My eyes were all gummed up. o The sub¬ 
stance gummed the mach ine up. 
peps Gum sth up is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv+n 
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gun/givn/(~nn») 

,gun sb 'down < informal) to shoot sb, especially 
so as to kill or seriously injure them: He was 
gunned down outside his home, o Terrorists 
gunned down six people in the town last month. 
WlE> shoot sb 

™ Gun sb down is often used in the passive, 
v+adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

’gun for sb (informal) {only used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) to try to blame sb or cause trouble for 
them: She's been gunning for me since l came to 
work here. 

<$► v + prep 

'gun for sth {informal) {only used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) to try hard to get sth; to aim for sth: 
They are both gunning for places in the cham¬ 
pionship. 

& v+prep 

gussy /‘gASi/ (gussies, gussying, gussied, 
gussied) 

gussy sb/sth up; .gussy yourself up (AmE, 
informal) to dress sb/yourself in special, attract¬ 
ive clothes; to decorate sth to make it look 
attractive: She gussied herself up for the big 
party, o Jim's got all gussied up !o My dress 
was plain, but I gussied it up with some jewellery. 
O The city was gussied up for the President’s visit, 
E3D doll yourself up (in sth); be/get dolled up 
(In sth) 

EBHi Gu^y sb/sth up is usually used in the pas¬ 
sive with be or get. 

<s> v+adv + n ♦ v+pron+adv 




hack fh a*/ 

.hack sth a'bout (BrE. informal , disapproving) 
to cut or change sth in a rough and careless way: 
The hairdressers have hacked her hair about a 
bit. o (figur ative) The script was hacked about by 
several people before the movie was finished. 

<*> v + n/pron + adv 

hack at sth; hack a way (at sth) to try to cut 

sth using strong rough blows with an axe, a 
knife, scissors, etc: She s really hacked at my hair. 
It’s a complete mess, o He was hacking away at 
the trees with an axe. o Don’t hack at it! Cut it 
carefully! 

Q v + prep ♦ v + adv 

.hack sth down to cut a tree, etc. roughly so that 
it falls to the ground: They are hacking down the 
forests to sell the timber. 

IobjI tree Isyn) chop sth down 
<$> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.hack 'into sth (computing) to find a way of look¬ 
ing at or changing the information on sb elso’s 
computer without their knowledge or permis¬ 
sion: ,4 teenage girl managed to hack into the 
bank s computer: 

<3> v+prep 

hack sb off {BrE, informal) to make sb feel 
extremely annoyed or irritated: He was hacked 
off with the whole situation, o She always wants 
her jobs done in the next 10 minutes. Thai really 
hacks me off 

EEm Hack sb off is usually used in the passive 
or as an adjective. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.hack sth off; .hack sth off sth tocutsthoff 
sth with rough heavy blows: They hacked off the 
dead, branches, o He hacked the padlock off the 
door, o She was always threatening to hack her 
lovely long hair off with the kitchen scissors. 
ggg> chop sth off, chop sth off sth 
<?> v+ adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.hack sth up to cut sth very roughly into large 
pieces: He hacked up the meat with a large knife. 
>8vn> chop sth up 

v+ adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

hail /heil/ 

hail from ... {formal) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to come from or to live in a particular 
place: Wh ich part of Ireland does he hail from? 
v + prep 


ham /haem/ (-mm-) 

ham it ‘up (informal) to act in a deliberately arti¬ 
ficial or exaggerated way: The actors were really 
hamming it up. 
v+it + adv 

hammer /■hajmsKr)/ 

.hammer a'way at sth to work hard in order to 
finish or achieve sth; to repeat sth again and 
again: He kept hammering away at the same point 
all through the meeting. 

<3> v+adv + prep 

hammer sth in; hammer sth into sb to 

force sb to learn sth by repeating it many times: 
I'll manage to hammer the point in somehow, o 
They have had English grammar hammered into 
them. 

<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + prep 

.hammer sth out 1 to discuss a plan, a deal, etc. 
for a long time and with great effort, until sth is 
decided or agreed on: It took weeks to hammer out 
an agreement. deal, agreement, policy 2 to 
produce a sound, play a tune, etc. especially on a 
piano, loudly and not very well: She hammered 
out 'Happy Birthday 1 on the piano. 

<*> v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

hand /hand/ 

hand sth a round (especially AmE) - hand sth 
ROUND 

hand sb back to sb/sth used by a television 
or radio reporter at the end of a report from a 
particular place to show that the main presenter 
will continue: Now I’ll hand you back to Trevor 
in the studio. 

<3> v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.hand sth back (to sb) 1 to give sth back to the 
person, country, etc. who used to have it or who 
owns it legally: The territory was handed Ixtck to 
Egypt . o We will not press charges if the stolen 
money is handed back. Sga money, control 2 to 
give sth back to the person who gave it to you: She 
looked quickly at my passport and then handed it 
back. SHuJ passport, letter, glass E0D In infor¬ 
mal spoken language hand sb back sth and, less 
often, hand sb sth back are also used: I handed 
her back her pen . o I handed her her pen back . 
SHE) give sth back (to sb); return sth (to sb) 

<|> v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 

hand sth down 1 {also .hand sth on) (to sb) to 
give or leave sth to a younger person: All my 
clothes were handed down to me by my brother, o 
These skills have been handed down from 
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Hang up 


generation to generation. 0 He's got no one to 
hand the fam ily house on to. £12 tradition, cus¬ 
tom.. skills 1HS) pass sth down (to sb) Praia in 
this meaning hand sth down is usually used in 
the passive. 2 (especially AmE ) (of a court of law 
or other official body) to announce an official 
decision: The judge handed down a sentence of 
sixyears . £13 decision, sentence, verdict 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► hand-me-down n [usually pl.j (especially 
AmE) clothing that is no longer wanted and is 
given to sb else, especially a younger brother or 
sister: I used to hate wearing my brother's hand- 
me-downs, 

.hand sth 'In (to sb) 1 to give a piece of work to 
sb, such as a teacher, so that they can correct, 
read or deal with it; to give sth to sb in authority 
because it belongs to them or is lost: Make sure 
you hand in your homework on time. 0 Hand your 
room keys in by 10 a.m £12 essay, homework 
MH> give sth In (to sb) 2 to tell sb officially that 
you intend to leave your job: I’ve just handed in 
my notice, £12 only your notice, your resigna¬ 
tion HltD give sth in (to sb); resign 
^ v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

.hand sth 'on (to sb) 1 to send or give sth to 
another person after you have finished with it: 
Hand on the magazine to your friends, o The task 
has been handed on to me. 2 ■- hand sth down 1 
^vn) pass sth on (to sb) 

<&v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.hand sth 'out (to sb) 1 to give sth to each person 
in a group: She handed textbooks out to the new 
students, £101 leaflets, money give sth 
out; pass sth out (to sb) 2 to give advice, criti¬ 
cism, a punishment, etc, to sb: The courts are 
handing out tough sentences to frequent offenders. 
£12 information, punishment, sentence 
MH> dish sth out (to sb) (informal) 

0- v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'handout n 1 something that is given free to 
people, especially food, money or clothes 2 a 
document giving information about sth, espe¬ 
cially one that is given to a group or a class hy a 
teacher, speaker, etc. 

.hand over to sb; .hand sb 'over to sb (espe- 
ctally BrE) to give sb else a turn to speak when 
you have finished talking: I’d like to hand over 
now to our guest speaker. 0 I’ll hand you over to 
dadforachat. 

^ v + adv+prep * v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.hand 'over to sb; .hand sth 'over to sb to 

give sb else your position of power or authority-; 
to give sb else the responsibility for dealing with 
a particular situation: lam resigning and hand¬ 
ing over to my deputy. 0 My father has handed 
over the business to me. 

adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 


► 'handover n [Cl [Uj the act of moving power or 
responsibility from one person or group to 
another; the period during which this happens 

see also handover at hand sb/sth over (to 
SB), HAND YOURS KEF OVER (TO SB) 

.hand sb/sth 'over (to sb), .hand yourself 
'over (to sb) to give sb/sth officially to sb else, 
especially sb in authority; They handed him over 
to the police. 0 He forced me to hand over the keys 
to the safe. 

ME> deliver sb/sth over/up (to sb). deliver 
yourself over/up (to sb) (moreformat) 

<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'handover n [Cl [UJ the act of giving a person or 
a thing to sb in authority 

see also handover at hand over to so, hand 

STH OVER TO SB 

.hand sth 'round (especially BrE) (AmE usually 
.hand sth a'round) to offer or pass sth (especially 
food and drink) to each person in a group of 
people or in a room: Could you hand round the 
sandwiches, please? 

v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

hang /hast)/ (hung, hung 


- about 

-out 

- about together 

-over 

-about with 

- round 

- around 

- round together 

- around together 

- round with 

- around with 

- together 

139 - back 

-up 

-on 

- onto, on to 

140 - with 


.hang a'bout (BrE) 1 (informal) ~ hang on 3 2 = 

HANG AROUND 

.hang a bout; .hang a bout stt\(BrE) r HA ng 

AROUND, HANG AROUND STH 

.hang a bout with sb; .hang about 
together (BrE) - hang around with sb, hang 

AROUND TOGETHER 

.hang a'round {BrE also hang about/'round) 

(informal) 1 to wait: Sony to keep you hanging 
around for so long. 01 won't hang about for you if 
you ’re late, WE) wait around (for sb/sth) 2 to 
delay doing sth; to be slow to do sth: Have you fin¬ 
ished already? You don’t hang about do you? 
adv 

.hang a'round; .hang a'round sth (BrE also 
.hang aboutround, .hang a bout/'round sth) 

(informal) to spend time somewhere, without 
doing very much: We spent most of the day hang¬ 
ing about doing nothing. 0 Children hang 
around the streets because there’s nowhere for 
them to play. 0 Why are they always hanging 
round our house? 

<$► v + adv * v + prep 


hang a'round with sb; .hang a'round 
together (BrE also .hang a boub round with 
sb, ,hang a'bout/'round together) (informal) to 
spend a lot of time with sb or with a group of 
people: Bob hangs around with Tim. 0 Bob and 
Tim hang around together, o l don’t like the kind 
of people she hangs about with. 

MH) go around with sb, go around together 
<§► v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + adv 
.hang 'back 1 to not move forwards because you 
are nervous or afraid: She hung back, afraid toga 
near the dog. 2 to stay behind in a place such as a 
school or an office after most of the other people 
have left: My friends rushed, out but I hung back 
to talk to the teacher. 3 to be unwilling to do sth; to 
hesitate: This is a great opportunity. We can’t 
afford to hang back. 

^ v+adv 

.hang 'on 1 to hold sb/sth firmly: Hang on tight 
and you won’t fall off 0 The horse suddenly gal¬ 
loped ojf and 1 tried to hang on as best as l could . 
■4 see also h a n g onto sth/sb. hang on to sth/sb 
2 (BrE, spoken, informal) used to ask sb to wait 
for a short time: Hang on a minute — I’m nearly 
ready. 0 The line’s engaged. Would you like to 
hang on? 3 (BrE also .hang a'bout) (spoken, 
informal) used to tell sb to stop what they are 
doing or saying, because you have just realized 
sth, or because you do not understand sth: Hang 
on! I’ve had an idea, 0 Hang on! How much did 
you say it was? 0 Hang on! That ’s not what I said! 
4 to continue doing sth even when the situation 
is difficult: How much longer can their troops 
hang on in that position? 5 to wait for sth to hap¬ 
pen: I need an answer soon - don 7 keep me hang¬ 
ing on, 

MB) hold on 

^ v + adv 

lEE] hang (on) in there (informal) to continue 
trying to do sth, even though it is very difficult: 
Hang on in there! The exams will soon be over. 
'hang on sth to depend on sth: My whole future 
hung on his decision. 

£12 decision IMS) depend on sth 
v + prep 

'hang Sth on Sb ( informal , especially AmE) to 
blame sb for sth, often unfairly: You can’t hang 
the damage to your computer on me I wasn't 
even there! 

v + n/pron + prep 

.hang 'onto sth/sb; ,hang on to sth/sb to 

hold sth/sb tightly; Hang onto my hand while we 
cross the road, 

Wjj) hold on, hold onto sth/sb, hold on to sth/sb 

-> see also h ang on 
$ v + adv ♦ v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 
.hang onto sb/sth; .hang 'on to sb/sth 

(informal) to keep sb/sth; to not sell, give away or 
lose sth: Hang on to the receipt in case you want to 
change the dress, 0 You can hang on to the book 


fora bit longer if you want, 01 hope she manages 
to hang on to her job 0 The company seems to be 
incapable of hanging on to its staff 0 He’s a great 
guy --you should hang on to him! 

5 sym) hold onto sb/sth, hold on to sb/sth 
<^v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

.hang 'out (informal) 1 [+adv/prepJtospendalot 
of time in a place or with a person or a group of 
people: Where does he hang out these days? 0 She 
used to hang out with the Beatles in the sixties. 2 
to spend time relaxing, doing very little: We’ve 
just been hanging out and listening to musk. 
v + adv 

► 'hang-out n (informal) a place where you live 
or enjoy spending time with friends: a popular 
hangout for teenagers 

.hang sth ‘out to attach things that you have 
washed to a piece of string or rope outside so 
that they can dry; to put sth such as a flag. etc. out 
of a window or in a street by attaching it to a 
piece of siring or rope: Have you hung the wash¬ 
ing out? 0 Many houses hung out a banner sup¬ 
porting the march. 

ME washing, clothes, flags, banner 

-* seealso hang up, hang sth up 1 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.hang 'over sb/sth if a problem, a threat or sth 
sad hangs over you, you think about it or worry 
about it a lot: A question mark hangs over the 
future of the club ( no one knows what is going 
to happen), o The threat of dismissal hung over 
our heads. 

IM!2 question mark, threat 1M3 head, future 

0 v + prep 

.hang 'round (BrE, informal) ■■ hang around 

.hang 'round; .hang 'round sth (BrE, infor- 

tnal) = HANG AROUND. HANG AROUND STH 

hang round with sb; .hang round 
together (BrE. informal) - hang around with 

SB, HANG AROUND TOGETHER 

.hang to gether to be well organized and fit 
together well; to have parts that all agree with 
each other: The book doesn’t really hang together 
o This account of what happened doesn’t hang 
together. 
v + adv 

.hang 'up; .hang sth 'upl to attach sth from the 
top to a hook, a piece of string, etc. so that the 
lower part is free or loose; to be attached in this 
way: My dress is hanging up in the wardrobe. 0 
Shall I hang your coat up? 0 He took off his suit, 
and hung it up carefully, £13 coat, clothes see 
also hang sth out 2 (on sb) to end a telephone 
conversation, often very suddenly, by putting 
down the part of the telephone that you speak 
into (the receiver) or switching the telephone 
off: She hung up on me. o Don’t hang up I’d like 
to talk to Dad too. o I was so upset / hung up the 
phone. £12 phone, receiver 3 to finish using sth 
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for the last time; to give up a particular activity, 
profession, etc: After twenty ymrs playing foot¬ 
ball, he's finally hanging up his boots. EH boots 
<*► v + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
get .hung 'up (AmE) to be delayed; I got hung up 
in traffic, o Sorry Pm kite — J got hung up at the 
office. 

get + v+adv 

'hang with sb (AmE, slang) to spend a lot of time 
with sb: Are you still hanging with those guys? 
v+prep 

hanker /‘hastjk^r)/ 

'hanker after/for sth to want sth very much: He 
hankered after big city life. 

ME> tong for sth 

^ v + prop 

happen /'h»pan/ 

.happen along/’by {informal) to arrive or 
appear unexpectedly: A police car happened 
along just at that moment. 

<$► v + adv 

'happen on/upon sb/sth {old-fashioned) to find 
or meet sb/sth by chance: I happened upon the 
book I wanted in a second-hand bookshop. 

HlH> come across sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

hark /ha:k; AmE ha:rk/ 

'hark at sb (spoken, humorous) used only in the 
form hark at sb, to show that you think what sb 
has just said is stupid, or shows too much pride: 
7 need to lose some weight. ’ ‘Hark at fieri She's so 
thin I can hardly see her !' 

^v + prep 

.hark 'back to sth 1 to talk about or remember 
sth that happened in the past or was mentioned 
before: You can't keep harking back to the past. 
£13 the past, youth IMS In this meaning hark 
hack to sth is often used in the progressive 
tenses, 2 {BrE) to remind you of or to be like sth 
in the past: The melody harks back to one of his 
earlier symphonies. SEES In this meaning hark 
hack to sth is not used in the progressive tenses. 
<$► v + adv + prep 

Harp/hcnp; i4m£ha;rp/ 

.harp 'on (about sth), 'harp on sth (informal) to 
keep talking about sth in a way that other people 
find annoying: He’sstill harping on about having 
his bike stolen, o He's always harping on the 
same theme. 

HIE) go on (about sth) 

<^v + adv ♦ v + prep 


hash/h®;/ 

,hash sth 'out (AmE, informal) to discuss sth in 
detail for a long time in order to reach an agree¬ 
ment: They are still hashing out the details of the 
contract, 

thrash sth out 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

hatch ihstsi 

.hatch 'out (BrE) when a bird, an insect, etc. 
hatches out, it comes out of the egg; when an 
egg hatches out, it breaks open and a bird, an 
insect, etc. comes out: The chicks hatch out after 
fifteen days, o Have the eggs hatched out yet? o 
When will the caterpillars hatch out? 

EEX0 Hatch is used instead of hatch out in 
American English. Ii can also be used in British 
English, 
v + adv 

haul /ha:)/ 

.haul sb before sb/sth (also haul sb up 
before sb/sth) ( informal ) to make sb appear in a 
court of law in order to be judged: They were 
hauled before the courts, o They hau led her up in 
front of senior officers. 

H™> bring sb before sb/sth (moreformal) 
liiiua In front of sb/sth can be used instead of 
before: They hauled her up in front of senior offi¬ 
cers. * Haul sb (up) before/in front of sb/sth is 
often used In the passive. 
see also haul sb up 
v +n/pron + prep 

haul sb 'off(tosth/...)(/n/bwmOto take sb some¬ 
where by force: They hauled him off to jail. 

M) drag sb off (to sth/...) 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n (rare) 

.haul sb 'up (informal) to make sb appear in a 
court of law in order to be judged: He was hauled 
upon a charge of dangerous driving. 

H3I3 Haul sb up is often used in the passive, 

-> see also haul sb before sb/sth 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

have /hev, ev, hsev/ (has, having, had, had) 

.have sth a'gainst sb/sth (also have .got sth 
a gainst sb/sth) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to dislike sb/sth for a particular reason: 
I’ve got nothing against her family personally 
— it’s just that there are so many of them! o I 
don’t know what she had against me. 

BIB n othing, anything, something 

S3S Have sth against sb/sth is not used in the 

passive, 

^ v + pron + prep 


.have sb a round (especially AmE) - have sb 
over 

.have it a way (with sb) (BrE, slang) - have it 

OFF (WITH SB) 

.have sb 'back ( especially BrE) 1 to allow a hus¬ 
band, wife or partner that you are separated 
from to return: He had his wife back time and 
time again. ME) take sb back 2 to invite sb to 
your house after you have been somewhere with 
them: After the cinema we had everybody back for 
coffee. WE) ask sb back; invite sb back (more 
formal) 

i^na Have sb back is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.have sth 'back to receive sth that has been bor¬ 
rowed or taken from you: Can I have the book 
back by Thursday? 

Plan Have sth back is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

.have sb 'down as sth (especially BrE) to think 
that sb is a particular type of person, especially 
when in fact they are not: I didn't have you 
down as the jealous type . 

HEH! Have sb down as sth is not used in the 
passive. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.have sb In (also have ,got sb 'in) to have sb 
doing some work in your home or office: They've 
got the builders in ail week, o We had the inspect¬ 
ors in on Tuesday 

EBB3 Have sb in is not used in the passive. 
v +n/pron + adv 

.have sth 'In (also have .got sth In) (not used in 
the progressive tenses) to have a supply of s th in 
your home, etc: Do we have enough food in for the 
holiday ? o I wanted to get a new swimsuit, but the 
store didn 7 have any in yet. 
imm Have sth in is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

have it 'Off (also .have it a'way (with sb)) (BrE, 
slang) to have sex with sb 
Q v + it + adv 

.have sb 'on (informal) (usually used in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses) to joke with sb by pretending sth 
is true when it is not: ‘We’ve won a new car!' 
‘ You ’re having me on!’ 
v + n/pron + adv 

.have Sth 'on (also have .got sth ‘on) 1 (not used 
in the progressive tenses) to be wearing sth: She ’s 
got her best dress on. o He had nothing (= no 
clothes) on! o He had on a blue and white checked 
shirt and jeans. MD clothes, coat, hat, etc. HxH) 
be wearing sth 2 to have a piece of electrical 
equipment switched on: I didn’t hear you come in 
because I had the radio on, EH] television, radio 
3 to have something planned or arranged: I’ve 
had a lot on recently, o What do you have on (for) 


tomorrow? nothing, something, a lot 

emu Have sth on is not used in the passive. 

^ v +n/pron + adv 

1 also v + adv + n ( less frequent) 

.have sth on sb/sth (also have .got sth on 

sb/sth) (informal) (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to know sth bad about someone that can 
be used against t hem: The police had nothing on 
him ( ■ no evidence that he had committed a 
crime). 

MU something, nothing 

EEIHHave sth on sb/sth is not used in the 

passive. 

<!► v + n/pron + prep 

.have sth 'out 1 to have a tooth or an organ of 
your body removed: l had to have a tooth out. EH 
tooth, appendix, tonsils 2 (with sb) to talk to sb 
openly to try to settle a dispute or disagreement: 
She. finally decided to have it out with him. M 
it 

EBna Have sth out is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.have sb ‘over (also .have sb a round especially 
AmE) (BrE also .have sb 'round) to invite sb to 
come to your house: They had some friends over 
last night, o We ’re having people round for din¬ 
ner tonight, 

CBm Have sb over/around/round is not used in 
the passive, 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.have sb 'Up (for sth) (BrE, informal) to accuse sb 
of sth and bring them to a court of law to be 
examined by a judge: He was had up for danger¬ 
ous driving. 

Hsm Have sb up is usually used in the passive. 
v +n/pron + adv 

hawk/hk 

.hawk sth aboutaround/'round; .hawk 
sth a bouta round/'round sth ( BrE) to try 
to sell things by going from place to place asking 
people to buy them: Pira te copies of their CD were 
being hawked around, o They hawked their 
newsletter around student bars , 

<3> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) * 
v + n/pron + prep 

head/hed/ 

head for/towards sth (also be headed for / 
toward® sth especially AmE) (often used in the 
progressive tenses) 1 to be going in a particular 
direction or to a particular place: It 's time I was 
heading for home, o Jane headed for the door. 
Tsyh> make for sb/sth 2 to be likely to experience 
sth, especially sth bad: ’They’re heading for 
trouble, o The country is headed for an economic 
disaster, EH) trouble, defeat, disaster, victory, 
a fall 

^v + prep ♦ be + v+prep 
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,head 'off to leave a place to go somewhere else or 
do sth else: It’s time we headed off to get the train. 
< 5 > v + adv 

head sb 'off to get in front of sb in order to make 
them turn back or go in a different direction: 
Police tried to head off the demonstrators before 
they got to the city ha ll. 

intercept sb (moreforma I) 

<j> v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 
head sb/sth 'off to prevent sth; to stop sb from 
doing sth: Their attempts to head off criticism 
have failed. 

$ v + adv+ n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 
'head towards sth (also be headed towards 

sth especially AmFI) = head for/towards sth, be 

HEADED FOR/TOWARDS STH 

head up sth; head it/them up to be in 

charge of sth such as a department, a company, 
an organization, etc: She heads up our finance 
division. 

[osj] operation, company 

CHH A noun must always follow up. but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. ♦ This 
phrasal verb is also used in the passive: The new 
company will be headed up by Graham Hart. 

EEEB Head sth is also used with the same mean¬ 
ing: She heads ourfinance division. 
v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

Heal /hi-j/ 

,heal up over if a cut, a wound, etc. heals 
up/over, it closes and becomes healthy again: 
Her leg took a long time to heal up. o The cut has 
healed over now. 

EMO Heal is often used with the same meaning. 
^ v + adv 

heap /htp/ 

heap A on B; 'heap B with A (also heap A 
upon B more formal) 1 to put a lot of sth in a pile 
on sth: She heaped food on my plate, o The food 
was heaped on the plate, o The chairs were 
heaped with cushions. 2 to offer or give sb a lot of 
sth, especially praise or criticism: They heaped 
scorn upon his proposal, o Praise was heaped on 
the police for their handling of the case. gH 
praise, scorn 

030 These phrasal verbs are often used in the 
passive. 

v+n/pron + prep 

.heap sth 'up to put sth into a pile: A huge pile of 
washing was heaped up in a cornet: 

WF> pile sth up 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


hear /hio(r); Amtfhrr,' (heard, heard /ha:d; 
AmEhs:rdf) 

'hear about sb/sth to be told news or informa¬ 
tion about sb/sth: I’m so sorry to hear about your 
mother (= for example, that she is ill), o Have you 
heard about your job yet (= if you have got it or 
not)? 

<£> v + prep 

hear from sb; hear sth from sb 1 to receive 
news or information from sb, usually by letter or 
telephone: Do you ever hear from any of your 
school friends? o (written) I look forward to hear¬ 
ing from you. o / haven't heard anything from 
Kate for ages. 2 to formally get sb's opinion about 
sth or their description of sth that has happened, 
such as an accident, etc: Can we hear from some 
of the ivomen in the audience? o The police would 
like to hear from anyone who witnessed the acci¬ 
dent. o I'd like to hear something from somebody 
who’s had experience of studying abroad. 

<3> v+prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
'hear of sb/sth to know about sb/sth because you 
have been told about them/it: I’ve heard of the 
Alexander technique, but I don’t know anything 
about it. o I’ve never heard of him. 

GX3H1 Hear of sb is often used in the present per¬ 
fect tense with have. 

-> see also unheard-of at hear of sb/sth, hear 

STH OF SB/STH 
^ v + prep 

hear of sb/sth; hear sth of sb/sth to have 
news of sb/sth: / was sorry to hear of your acci¬ 
dent. o He was last heard of in Liverpool o 
You 're going abroad? This is the first I've heard 
of it! o From what I’ve heard of Andy, he’s 
become very successful, o I expect we’ll hear more 
of this band in thefuture. 

MQ Hear of sb is often used in the passive. 

-> see also not hear of sth, not hear of sb 

DOING STH 

^ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
► un heard-of adj that lias never been known or 
done; surprising; It’s almost unheard-of for it to 
rain there in July. 

not 'hear of sth; not hear of sb doing sth 

to not allow something or not allow sb to do sth: I 
offered to go but she wouldn’t hear of it, o They 
wouldn’t hear qf us postponing the trip. 

-¥ see also unheard-of at hear of sb/sth, hear 

STIl OF SB/STH 

v + prep 

.hear sb 'out to listen until sb has finished say¬ 
ing what they want to say: I know you don’t 
believe me, but please hear me out! 

& v + n/pron + adv 


heat/hot/ 

heat up (AmE) = hot up 

heat up; ,heat sth up to become warm or hot; 
to make sth warm or hot: The pipes will expand 
as they heat up. o We can heat up the soup in the 
microwave. 

warm up, warm sth up 

^ v + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

hedge /hed3/ 

hedge sth a bout/a round?round with sth 

(DrE, formal) to surround and limit sth with 
conditions or restrictions; Employment is 
hedged around with legislation nowadays. 
rain Hedge sth about/around/round with sth 
is usually used in the passive. 

<s>v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.hedge sb/sth 'in to surround sb/sth with sth; to 
restrict the freedom of sb to do sth: The cathedral 
is hedged in by other buildings, o He felt hedged 
in by all the rules and regulations. 

WrW> fence sb in; hem sb/sth in 

□SB Hedge sb/sth in is often used in the 

passive. 

<t> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + 0 

help /help/ 

help sth along to try to make sth happen more 
quickly or easily: My mother always says that a 
cup of tea helps things along, o His father’s 
name helped a long h is career in the early days. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.help sb ’off/'on with sth to help sb to take off 
or put on a piece of clothing, such as a coat: Can l 
help you off with your coat? o She helped him on 
with his dressing gown. 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.help 'out (with sth), .help sb 'out (with sth) to 

help sb in order to make things easier for them, 
for example by doing some of their work or by 
giving them money: Thank you for helping out. o 
My dad said he’d help me out with money. 
cmra Help (with sth) and help sb (with sth) 
can be used with the same meaning. 

*§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 
help sb to sth; help yourself to sth to give 
sb/yourself some food or drink: Cm I help any¬ 
one to more chicken? o Please help yourselves to 
salad. 

<!> v + n/pron + prep 
hem /hem/(-mm-) 

,hem sb/sth 'in to surround sb/sth with sth so 
that they cannot move freely: The thick trees 
hemmed them in on all sides. o The ship was 
hemmed in by the ice. o (figurative) We felt 


hemmed in by restrictions. 

TWh) fence sb In 

ram Hem sb/sth in is often used in the passive. 
<S>v + n/pron + adv • v+adv+n 

herd /h3:d;AmEh3:rd/ 

herd together, .herd sb/sth to gether to 

move or make sb/sth move in a particular direc¬ 
tion: They ivere herded together into trucks and 
driven away. 

ppm Herd sb/sth together is often used in the 
passive. 

<j> v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

hide {head/ (hid /hid/hldden / hidn/) 

hide a way; .hide yourself a way to go to a 

place secretly because you do not want anyone to 
find you: She used to hide away in her room when 
she got depressed . o She hid herself away until 
she felt better. 

^ v+adv ♦ v+pron + adv 
► hideaway n a place where sb goes to be alone 
.hide sb/sth a'way to put sb/sth in a secret place 
so that no one else can find them/it: You ivon’t 
find your present — I’ve hidden it away! 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less frequent) 

.hide out to go to a secret place to escape from sb 
who is try ing to find you: He hid out in the woods. 
^ v + adv 

v ’hideout n a place where sb goes when they do 
not want to be found 

hike /haik/ 

.hike sth 'up 1 (informal) to lift or pull up a piece 
of doth ing that you are wearing: He h iked up his 
trousers and waded into the water, ).*£») hitch sth 
up 2 to increase a price or rate suddenly and by a 
large amount: They hiked up the price by 10%. 

jack sth up (informal), put sth up 
Hike sth is used less often with this meaning, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

hinge /hmd 3 / 

'hinge on Sth (also 'hinge upon sth moreformal) 
if an act ion, a result, etc. hinges on/upon sth, it 
depends on it completely or is strongly influ¬ 
enced by it: My whole career could hinge on the 
results of these exams, o The success of the pro¬ 
ject hinges on how well everyone works together 
v + prep 

hint /hint/ 

'hint at sth to suggest in an indirect way that sth 
is true or likely: In his speech the Prime Minister 
hinted at an early election. 
irena Hint at sth can be used in the passive: The 
problem was only hinted at. 

$ v + prep 
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Hire /‘haia(r)/ 

.hire sb out; .hire yourself out (to sb) (as sth) 

to arrange for sb to work for sb else; to arrange to 
work for sb: The agency hires out cleaning staff o 
He hires himself out to farmers at harvest time, o 
He had been hired out to them as an expert. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v ♦ n/pron + adv 

.hire sth ‘out (to sb) to allow sb to use sth for a 
short period of time in return for payment: The 
club will hire out tennis rackets to guests. 

SI equipment, boat ME) let sth out (to sb): 
rent sth out (to sb) 

0 v ♦ adv * n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Kit /hit/ (hitting, hit. hit) 

.hit ‘back (at sb/eth) to criticize or attack sb who 
has criticized or attacked you: In an interview 
she hit back at her critics. 

bite back (at sb/sth); strike back (at/ 
against sb/sth) 

0 v + adv 

'hit sb for Sth (also ,hlt sb 'up for sth) (slang, 
especially AmE) to ask sb for sth, especially 
money: They hit us for a commission as well, o 
She’s always hitting me up for the cab fare home, 
o Does he always hit you for cash when he wants 
new clothes? 

0 v + n/pnon + prep ♦ v+ n/pron ■+ adv + prep 

4 htt It ’off (with sb) (informal) if two people hit it 
off with each other, they like each other and 
become friendly immediately: We hit it off from 
the start, o She didn’t really hit it off with the 
Office manager. 

0 v + il + adv 

‘hit on sb (AmE, slang ) to talk to sb In a way that 
shows you are sexually attracted to them: He was 
hitting on my girlfriend! 

0 v + prep 

‘hit on sth (also 'hH upon sth more format) (not 
used in the progressive tenses) to think of a plan, a 
solution, etc. suddenly or by chance: She hit on 
an idea for raising money, o I realized I'd hit 
upon a solution to one of our main problems. 

idea, method, formula, solution ME light 
on/upon sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

,hlt ‘out (at sb/sth) 1 to attack sb violently, espc- 
ciaUy sb who is trying to hit or capture you: She 
hit out at the policeman as he tried to anvst her o 
I just hit out blindly in all directions. strike 

out (at sb/sth) 2 to criticize sb or sth strongly: He 
hit out at the government’s decision. 

» y N) lash out (at sb/sth) 

+ adv 

.hit sb 'up for sth (especially AmE) = hit sb for 

STH 

hit upon sth =iirr on sth 


hitch/hit;/ 

,hitch Sth 'up »o pull up a piece of your clothing: 
We hitched up our skirts and clunbed over the 
wall. 

UrS) hike sth up(ft*/brmo/) 

0 v ♦ adv + n ♦ v ♦ n/pron + adv 

hive /hajv/ 

( hlve sth 'off (Into/to sth) (business) to separate 
sth from a larger group: to sell part of a com 
pany: Some of the firm’s operations have been 
h 'wed off into a sepa rate, company 
CESS Hive sth off is often used In the passive. 

+ adv ♦ n ♦ v ♦ pron + adv ♦> v + n * adv (rare) 


hold /hauld; hould/ (hold, held /held/) 
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4 hold sth a‘gainst sb to allow sth bad that sb 
has done to make you like or respect them less: / 
know I was stupid — I hope you won't hold it 
against me. o Do you hold any grudges against 
him? o I don't hold U against him that he lied to 
me twice. 

£13 It, grudge 

CZ3B Hold sth against sb is often used with a 
negative such as don’t or won’t. 

0 v+ n/pron + prep 

.hold back (from doing sth); .hold sb back 
(from doing sth) to hesitate, or to make sb hesi¬ 
tate, to act or speak: Don’t hold back! This oppor¬ 
tunity is too good to miss! o Phil walked forivard 
confidently hut something held Ben back, o / 
nearly told him what I thought pf him, but I held 
back. 

& v *adv ♦ v +-n/pron + adv 
.hold sb/sth ‘back 1 to prevent sb/sth from mov¬ 
ing forward or from entering or leaving a place: 
The police were unable to hold back the fans. 2 to 
prevent the progress or development of sb/sth: 
Now that he’s got this job, there’ll be no holding 
him back, o Teaching all the children together 
can hold the brighter children back, o Low rates 
qf investment will hold back technical progress, o 
Parents claim the tests are being used to hold chil- 
dien back (= not let them progress to the next 
class). 

0 v + n/pron ■+ adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.hold sth ‘baekl to stop yourself from express 
lug or showing how you feel: They couldn’t 
hold back their laughter, o He struggled to hold 


back his tears. £13 your tear*, your laughter 
keep sth back; contain sth (moreformal) 
2 to not tell sb sth that you wish to keep secret:/ 
think he’s holding something bade; he knows 
more than he's admitting. £§3 something, any¬ 
thing, Information UZH) withhold sth (morefor 
null) 3 to keep sth such as money to use later: £1 
000of the grant will be held back until the project 
is completed. OSS Hold sth back is often used 
in the passive in this meaning. 

^v + adv ■+ n ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv 
.hold ‘back on sth to try to spend only a little 
lime, money etc. on sth: to show control in what 
you do: My grandmother never held back on the 
tea and cakes when we visited, o She held back on 
her questioning (-- she did not ask too many ques¬ 
tions). 

0v*adv*prep 

.hold sb 'down to prevent sb from having their 
freedom or rights 
*v + adv + n ♦ v * n/pron * adv 
.hold sb/sth down to use force to hold sb/sth in 
a particular position and stop them/it from mov¬ 
ing: He was held down and kicked by the two men. 
o Hold the mouse button down as you move the 
cursor. 

0 v^n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.hold Sth ‘down 1 to manage to keep a job. pos¬ 
ition, etc, even though it may be difficult for you 
to do so: He doesn’t seem able to hold down a full- 
time job £13 a job 2 (especially BrE) to keep sth 
at a low level: The company is trying to hold down 
costs, o The rate of inflation must be held down. 
£13 prices* wages. Inflation, costs keep 
sth down 3 (AmE, informal) to limit sth. espe 
cially a noise: Sold it down, wilt you? I'm trying 
to sleep! 4 (usually used in negative sentences) to 
be able to eat food without bringing it back out of 
your mouth: She hasn’t been able to hold any food 
down since the operation, iqbj! food keep 
sth down 5 to not allow yourself to show or 
express a st rong emot ion: I had to hold down the 
urge to hit him. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v * n/pron ■+ adv 
.hold forth (on/about sth) (formal or humorous) 
to speak fbr a long time and often in a boring or 
annoying way: He was holding forth about how 
successful his business is. 

0 v + adv 

.hold Sth in 1 to keep sth inside a place so that it 
cannot fall out or escape: The straps hold the 
baby in securely o I had to hold my stomach in (= 
pull the muscles flat) to zip up my jeans. k>pii your 
stomach, your tummy 2 to not show or express 
how you feel: 7 couldn't hold In my anger any 
longer. SEED let sth out 
0 v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv*n 


.hold 'off 1 if rain or a storm, etc. holds off. it 
does not start: / hope the lain holds off for the 
wedding. ME keep off 2 (also .hold off sth, 
hold 'off (from) doing sth) to delay doing sth: I 
need to make a decision soon > but 1*11 hold off until 
next week, o The committee will hold off their 
decision until they receive the report. o I'm hold¬ 
ing off buying a dress until the sales start. 
rrem Hold off sth is not used with a pronoun. 

0 1 v + adv 

2 v ■+ adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + adv ♦ -ing 
.hold sb/sth off to resist an attack by an enemy 
or an opponent: How tong do you think you can 
hold off the attack? o He held off a late challenge 
from Davies to win the race. 

&* + adv * n ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv 
.hold ‘on 1 ( spoken , informal) used to ask sb to 
wait or stop for a short timer Hold on a minute — 
I’m not quite ready. 0 Hold on! That doesn’t sound 
right. 2 to survive to a difficult or dangerous 
situation, to continue doing sth although It is dif¬ 
ficult: They managed to hold on until help 
arrived 

hang on 
0 v* adv 

.hold on; .hold ‘onto sth/sb; .hold ’on to 
sth/sb to hold sth/sb tightly; to not let go of 
sth/sb: Hold on light — I'm going to speed up! o 
Hold onto your hat or it *11 blow away, o / had to 
hold onto the chair for support. 

ME) hang on. ha ng onto sth/sb, hang on to sth/sb 
0 v + adv ♦ v + prep ♦ v ♦ adv + prep 
.hold Sth 'on to keep sth in position so that it can¬ 
not fall off: It is these nuts and bolts that hold the 
wheels on. 

0 v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.hold ‘onto sb/sth; .hold ‘on to sb/sth to keep 
sth/sb; to not lose sth/sb: Hold on to the maga¬ 
zinesfor as long as you like, o 'The party will hold 
on to its majority at the next election, o She 's a 
good worker You should hold on to her. 0 You 
must pass the ball else and not hold onto it. 

MU) hang onto sb/sth, hang on to sb/sth 
(informal) 

0 v + prep ♦ v+adv ♦ prep 
hold 'out 1 If money or supplies* etc. hold out, 
they last or remain: I’m staying here for as long 
as my money holds ouL 0 Do you think the fine 
weather will hold out? ME last out 2 (against 
sb/sth) to resist an attack: The town continues to 
hold out against enemy bombing. 3 (against sth) 
to refuse to accept sth that you not agree with: We 
can’t hold out against industrialization any 
longer. S£p?> give In (to sb/sth) 

0 v + adv 

V 'holdout n (AmE) someone who resists an 
attack, an enemy or an opponent, or who refuses 
to accept sth 
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hold 'out sth to offer a chance, hope or possibil¬ 
ity of sth: He may come. hut. I don't hold out 
much hope, o This method seems to hold out the 
greatest promise of success. 

S the promlse/prospect/possiblllty of, , hop© 
H321 Hold out sth is never used with a pronoun, 
<^v + adv + n 

.hold sth 'out to hold sth such as your hand or sth 
in your hand, in front of you towards sb else: She 
held her cup out for more coffee, o ‘You must he 
Kate,' he said, holding out his hand. 

§13 hand 

❖ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.hold 'out for sth to deliberately delay reaching 
an agreement in the hope that you will gain sth; 
to refuse to accept anything less than what you 
are asking for: Union leaders are holding out. for a 
bet ter dea l, 

+ adv + prep 

.hold 'out on sb (informal) to refuse to tell or 
give sb stb; You promised to give me the money. 
Stop holding out on me. 

<$► v + adv + prep 

.hold sth over 1 to leave sth to be dealt with 
later: We decided to hold the matter over until the 
next, meeting. ME) postpone sth 2 (Amhi) to 
show a film/movie or play for longer than 
planned because it is so successful: The show is 
being held over for another month. 

{MCI Hold sth over- is often used in the passive. 
<«) v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► holdover n (AmE) a person who keeps a pos¬ 
ition of pow er, for example sb who had a particu¬ 
lar position in one government and who still has 
it in the next 

.hold sth 'over sb to use sth that you know about 
sb in order to threaten them and to make them do 
what you want: I don’t leant to give him anything 
to hold over me. 

<|> v + n/pron + prep 

hold to sth if you hold to an opinion, a belief, 
etc,, you do not change it: She always holds to her 
principles. 

) 3YH > keep to sth; stick to sth 

<5> v + prep 

hold sb to sth 1 to make sb keep a promise: 7 
promise Til take you out to dinner if we win .' Til 
hold you to that!’2 (sport) to stop your opponent 
in a sports competition winning more points 
than you: Spain held France to a Id draw: 

<!>v + n/pron+prep 

'hold sth to sth to place sth close to sth else: He 
held a knife to her throat. 
v + n/pron + prep 

.hold together; hold sth together 1 to 

remain, or to keep sb/sth, united: The coalition 
has held together for longer than expected, o 
Strong bonds of loyalty hold the family together 
2 if ideas, arguments, etc. hold together, or 


sth holds them together, they are logical and 
the parts agree with each other: His ideas don’t 
really hold together, o Words like ‘however \ 

' therefore\ ‘although\ etc . can hold your text 
together. 3 to remain in one piece; to stay in good 
condition: It's a miracle that his car is still hold¬ 
ing together, o His trousers were held together by 
safety pins. 

4>v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
hold up 1 to remain healthy, in good condition 
or working effectively especially when there are 
difficulties: Sales have held up well , in spite of 
economic difficulties . o How did your tent hold up 
in the storm? 2 if an idea, an argument, etc. 
holds up, it remains strong when you analyse it 
carefully: 1 don’t think his argument really holds 
up. M5> stand up 
<*> v+adv 

hold sb/sth up 1 to raise sb/sth in the air: She 
held up her hand to stop him. o He held up his 
trophy as the crowd applauded. 2 to support 
sb/sth and prevent it/them from falling: Her trou¬ 
sers were held up with string, o The two pillars 
were holding the ceiling up. MS) keep sth up 3 
to block or delay the progress of sb/sth: Road¬ 
works on the motorway are holding up traffic, o 
She phoned to say she'd been held up at the office, 
o I don’t want to hold you up. 4 to rob a person, a 
bank, a shop/store, etc. using a gun: Have they 
caught the. people who held up the bank? 

CEID Hold sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
<|> v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

4 v + adv + n ♦ v + pror> + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rate) 

► ’hold-up a 1 a delay or sth which causes a 
delay: What’s the hold-up? 2 an act of robbing a 
person, a bank, a shop/store, etc. using a gun 
.hold sb/sth 'upas sth to present sb/sth as an 
example of sth: My mother held up my cousin as 
an example of a good student. 

<§> v+n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v+adv + n + prep 
hold with sth to agree with or approve of sth: / 
don't hold with these new theories on education. 
EEH3 Hold with sth is only used in negative sen¬ 
tences and questions. 

<$> v + prep 

hole /haul; ArnE houl / 

hole 'up; be .holed 'up (informal) to hide some¬ 
where: The thieves holed up in an empty ware¬ 
house. o The police couldn't find out where the 
gang were holed up. 

<£► v+adv ♦ be+v+adv 

hollow /'holeo; AmE' ha:loo/ 

.hollow sth 'out 1 to make a space inside sth by 
removing part of it: We hollowed out the pump¬ 
kin and put a candle in it. o a hollowed-out tree 


trunk 2 to form sth by making a hole in some¬ 
thing else: The waves have hollowed out caves 
along the cliff. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v+pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

home /haum; AmE hoom/ 

.home in on sb/sth 1 to move or be aimed 
straight towards sb/sth: She homed in on me as 
soon as she saw me. 2 to turn all your attention to 
sth: The lawyer homed in on the inconsistencies in 
her story. 

<§► v + adv+ prep 

hook hok/ 

.hook sb into sth; .hook sb into doing sth 

(AmE, informal) to persuade sb to do sth when 
they do not want to: I didn't want to he involved 
but / got hooked into helping, o He tried to hook 
me into going with them. 

crara Hook sb into sth/into doing sth is nearly 
always used in the passive. 

<$► v + n/pron + prep 

hook up (with sb) 1 ( informal ) to agree to work 
with sb: We've hooked up with a firm in Ireland. 2 
(informal, especially AmE) to meet sb and spend 
time with them: On vacation ice hooked up with 
some Texans . o Let's hook up when you get back 
from your trip. 3 (AmE, informal) to start a rela¬ 
tionship with sb: They hooked up at Kyle's party. 
<§► v + adv 

.hook up; hook sb/sth up (to sth) to connect 
sb/sth to a piece of electronic equipment or to a 
power supply: All the speakers hook up to a single 
amplifier, o The boat was hooked up to the shore 
power supply, o They've hooked him up to a life- 
support machine. 

<*> v + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v+ n/pron + adv 
► hook-up n a connection between two or more 
pieces of equipment: an international phone 
hook-up 

hoover /'hurvafr)/ 

.hoover sth up (BrE) to remove dust, dirt, etc. 
from a carpet or floor with a vacuum cleaner (= 
an electrical machine that cleans floors and car¬ 
pets by sucking up dust and dirt): (figurative) 
The US and Canada usually hoover up all the 
gold and silver medals at the Olympic Games. 

<J> v+adv+ n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

horse /ho:s; Ami? hairs/ 

horse a'round (BrE also .horse a bout) ( infor¬ 
mal) to play in a noisy and careless way that is 
likely to damage sth or hurt sb; If you two don ’t 
stop horsing around you’ll hurt yourselves. 

>avw) mess around (BrE) 

<J> v + adv 


Hose /how,; AmE horn! 

.hose sth ’down fo wash or clean sth using 
water from a long rubber or plastic tube (a hose): 
I hosed the car down to get rid of the mud . 

0 v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

hot /hot; AmE hout / (-tt-) 

.hot 'up (BrE)(AmE .heat 'up informal) to become 
more lively or exciting: Things are hotting up as 
the election approaches, o As the pace hotted up. 
he dropped back into third place. 
v+adv 

hound /haond/ 

hound sb out; .hound sb out of sth; 

ho u nd sb fro m sth to force sb to leave a place 
or their job: They were hounded out of the town, o 
She was hounded from politics by her rivals. 
cum Hound sb out is usually used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 

huddle /h Adi/ 

huddle to gether to move, stand or sit close to 
one another for warmth or protection: We hud¬ 
dled together for warmth. 

<3> v + adv 

huddle ’up (against/to sb/sth) to press yourself 
into a small space fbr warmth or protection: She 
huddled up against him to keep warm. 
v + adv 

hunger /'hAggafr)/ 

'hunger after/for sth (literary) to have a strong 
desire for sth ancl try to get it: She hungers after 
wealth and prestige. 

<3> v + prep 

hunker/ hAQka(r)/ 

.hunker down (especially AmE) 1 to sit on your 
heels with your knees bent up in front of you: We 
hunkered down around the fire. MS) squat 2 to 
refuse to change an opinion, a way of behaving, 
etc: The Democrats have hunkered down and 
won’t be moved. 3 to start to work at sth or study 
very hard: It’s time you hunkered down and 
started studying. 

<«> v + adv 

hunt /hAtlt / 

.hunt sb down to search for sb until you find or 
catch them: He vowed to hunt down the killer. 
v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
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.hunt sth down/ out to find sth after a long and 
difficult search: I managed to hunt out those files 
you wanted, o Can you hunt down his phone 
number for me? 

MH> die sth out; root sb/sth out 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv {rare) 
.hunt sb/sth ’up to search for sb/sth, especially 
sb/sth that is hidden or difficult to find: We 
hunted up anyone who might have known hint. 

$ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

hlirry /'hAii; AmE 'h3:ri/ (hurries, hurrying, 
hurried, hurried) 

.hurry sb/sth along to do or say sth to make sb 
move or work faster; to do sth to make sth hap¬ 
pen faster: Hurry the kids along or we’ll miss the 
train, o We should try to hurry things along a 
bit 

& v + n/pron + adv 

.hurry 'on (to sth) to continue speaking, without 
allowing anyone to interrupt or speak: She hur¬ 
ried on to the next topic before I could object, o 
‘Just leave that to me.’she hurried on. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + speech 
.hurry ‘up (spo&en) used to tell sh to move or do 
sth more quickly: Hurry up. we have to leave in 
foe minutes! o I wish the bus would hurry up and 
come, o I wish the waiter would hurry up with 
our soup. 

® v + adv 


.hurry sb/sth 'up to encourage sb to move or 
work faster; to do sth to make sth happen faster: 
Hurry your brother up or we’ll be late, o Hurry it 
up we haven't got all day!o Is there a way of 
hurrying things up? 

& v +n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n(rrm?) 

hush /hAjv 

hush sth ’Up to hide information about a situ¬ 
ation, especially sth bad or shocking, because 
you do not want people to know- about it: The gov* 
eminent tried to hush the affair up. 

EEH3 Hush sth up is often used in the passive: 
The scandal was hushed up. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

hype/haip/ 

hype sb/sth 'up ( informal ) to advertise or talk 
about sb/sth in an exaggerated way in order to 
get a lot of public attention for it: His latest movie 
is being hyped up by the media. 

E33S Hype sb/sth up is often used in the passive. 
♦ Hype sb/sth is also used with the same mean¬ 
ing. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► .hyped 'up adj (informal) 1 (of a person) very 
excited or worried about sth: She gets very hyped 
up before a race. 2 (of a film/movie, a book, an 
event, etc.) advertised or talked about in an exag¬ 
gerated way to get public attention: a hyped-up 
movie 



Ice/ais / 

.Ice over/up; be ,iced ‘over/up to become 
covered by a layer of ice: The road had iced over 
during the night, o The windscreen had iced up. o 
The lake was iced up. 

Jim) freeze over, freeze up 
^v + adv ♦ be + v + adv 

identify /ai'dentifai/ (Identifies, Identifying, 
Identified, Identified) 

I dentify with sb/sth to feel that you can under¬ 
stand and share the feelings of sb else: He’s a 
character that readers feel they can identify with. 
v + prep 

i dentify sb with sb/sth to consider sb to be sth 
or to be closely connected with sb/sth: The last 
thing she wanted was to be identified with her par¬ 
ents. o Many of these artists were closely identi¬ 
fied with Cubist painting. 

BEiQ Identify sb with sb/sth is often used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

i dentify sth with sth to consider sth to be the 
same as sth else; Beauty is often identified with 
youth. 

v + n/pron + prep 

Identify yourself with sb/sth; be 
I dentified with sb/sth to support sb/sth; to 
he closely connected with sb/sth: He refused to 
identify himself with the new political party. 
see also identify sb with sb/sth 

Idle /’aid1/ 

.Idle sth a'way to spend time doing nothing very 
important: They idled away their time watching 
television. 

SO day, time 

^ v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 

Imbue /nn'bju;/ 

im bue sb/sth with sth to fill sb/sth w ith a 
strong feeling, quality, etc: He managed to imbue 
his employees with team spirit, o The painting is 
imbued with energy and life. 

MH> infuse B with A 

EEIG Imbue sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + prep 

Immerse /Ym3:s; AmE I'msirs/ 

Im merse sb/yourself in sth to become, or to 
make sb become, completely involved in sth: He 
immersed himself in his studies, o / was com¬ 
pletely immersed in the story. 


EEira Immerse sb in sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + prep 

impact /xm'psekt/ 

im pact on sb/sth (also Im pact upon sb/sth 

more formal) to have an effect on sb/sth: Govern¬ 
ment cuts will impact directly on education, o 
This decision may impact on the. unemployed, 

H50D affect sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

impinge /imiund3/ 

Im pinge on sb/sth (also im pinge upon sb/sth 

more formal) to have a strong effect on sb/sth, 
especially a bad one: She didn't allow her per¬ 
sonal problems to impinge on her work. 

JUS) affect sb/sth 
^ v + prep 

impose /nffpsoz; AmEim'pooi! 

im pose on sb to expect sb to do sth for you or 
spend time with you when they do not have much 
time, or when it may not be convenient for them: 
Tim never says ’No’, so people are always impos¬ 
ing on him. 

& v + prep 

impress /im'pres; 

im press sth on sb<a&o im press sth upon sb 

more formal) to emphasize to sb how i mportant 
or serious sth is: / wanted to impress on him that 
it was a very serious offence, o She impressed on 
her staff the importance of keeping accurate 
records. 

f?Em The object of impress usually comes after 
on sb. 

v + n/pron + prep 

im press sth itself on sth (also im press 

sth/ltsetf upon sth more formal) if sb impresses 
sth on or sth impresses itself on your mind, 
memory etc. it has a great effect on you so that 
you do not forget it: Her beauty impressed itself 
on everyone who met her. o His words impressed 
themselves on my memory. 

<$► v + n/pron + prep 

imprint /im'pnnt/ 

im print A in/on B; im print B with A 1 to 

have a great effect on sth so that it cannot be for¬ 
gotten, changed, etc: The scene was imprinted on 
my mind, o The picture is imprinted with his own 
style. 2 to print or press a mark or design on sth: 
T-shirts imprinted with the logos of sports teams 
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iron 


BEDS Imprint stfa in/on/with sth is often used 
in the passive. 

<|> v+n/pron + prep 

improve /nn'priKv/ 

im prove on sth {also im prove upon sth more 
formal) to achieve or produce sth of a better 
standard or quality than sth else: There are a few 
points in your work that you could improve on. o 
The Kenyan girl improved on her previous best 
performance (- in a race). 

Bom Improve on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive: These results must he improved upon. 

^ v + prep 

impute /im'pju:t/ 

im pute sth to sb/sth (formal ) to say, often 
unfairly, that sb/sth is responsible for sth, or has 
a particular quality: Why do you impute selfish 
motives to her? 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

incline /in'klam/ 

incline to/towards sth; incline sb 
to/towards Sth (formal) to tend to think or 
behave in a particular way; to make sb do this: I 
incline to the view that we should take no action, o 
Her love of languages inclined her towards a car¬ 
eer as a translator. 

& v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 

indulge /m’^id3/ 

in dulge in sth 1 to allow yourself to have or do 
sth that you like, often sth that is bad for you: She 
indulged in the luxury of a long hath, o He now 
has time to indulge in hisfavourite hobby:photog¬ 
raphy o I’m going to indulge in a chocolate cake! 
2 to take part in tin activity especially sth bad or 
illegal: We shouldn't indulge in speculation as to 
what really happened. 

uuui Indulge in sth can be used in the passive: 
IBs a luxury that can only be indulged in from 
time to time. 

& v+prep 

inform /m'foiin; AmEm'fo:rmf 

in'form on sb to give evidence about sb or make 
an accusation against sb, to the police or sb in 
authority: One of the gang informed on the rest. 
& v + prep 

infringe 'm'irmd3/ 

in fringe on Sth ( also infringe upon sth more 
formal) to limit sb’s freedom, rights, etc: The 
media is accused of infringing on people's priv¬ 
acy. 

foeTI liberty, rights 


CEHl Infringe on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 

^ v + prep 

infuse /.rn’fju:z/ 

in fuse A into B; infuse B with A (formal) to 
fill sb/sth with a particular quality: His arrival 
infused new life and energy into the team, o Her 
work is infused with anger. 

HxE> Imbue sth with sth 
v + n/pron + prep 

ink/mk/ 

.Ink sth 'in (BrE) to write or draw in ink over sth 
that has been written or drawn in pencil: I did the 
answers in pencil first and then inked them in. o 
(figurative) The company has inked in June 1st 
(= made it definite) for the launch. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+rt 

inquire /m’kwai^r)/ 

inquire after sb/sth (especially AmE) = 

ENQUIRF! AFTER SB/STH 

in quire into sth (especially AmE) ■- enquire 

INTO STH 

In'quire sth of sb (especially AmE) = enquire 

STH OF SB 

insinuate /m'smjueit/ 

insinuate yourself Into sth (formal disap¬ 
proving) to get yourself into a position of advan¬ 
tage, especially by clever talk or by gaining the 
favour or respect of sb important: She cleverly 
insinuated herself into his family. 
v + pron + prep 

insist /m'sist/ 

In sist on sth; in'slst on doing sth (also 
insist upon sth, insist upon doing sth more for¬ 
mal) to demand sth and refuse to be persuaded to 
accept anything else: They are insisting on a 
meeting tomorrow, o / always insist on skimmed 
milk, o He insisted on walking home with her. 
BESS Insist on/upon sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: This format must he insisted on. 

0 v + prep 

In'slst on doing sth (also In sist upon doing 

sth more formal) to continue doing sth even 
though other people find it annoying: She will 
insist on shouting at the top of her voice. 

0 v + prep 

insure /in’Jua(r>, -■ Ja:(r); AmE for/ 

in sure against sth 1 to buy an insurance pol¬ 
icy which will pay you money if the event men¬ 
tioned happens: Everyone needs to insure against 


fire. 2 to take action to prevent sth unpleasant 
happening: This is to insure against a. repetition 
of previous disasters. 
v + prep 

interest /’mtrast, -trest / 

interest sb in sth to persuade sb to buy, do or 
eat sth: Could 1 interest you in this model (= of 
car), Sir? 

v + n/pron + prep 

interfere /.intafiaOr); AmE .mtor'fir/ 

interfere with sb (BrE) to touch a child in a 
sexual way 

Iffilia Interfere with sb can be used in the 
passive, 

^ v + prep 

Inter fere with sth t to get in the way of sth; to 
prevent sth from being done or making progress: 
Don't let anything interfere with your training, o 
We don't want to interfere with your plans. 2 to 
touch, adjust or change sth without permission, 
and damage it: Vkho’s been interfering with the 
clock? W&> tamper with sth 3 if sth interferes 
with radio or sound waves, etc., it stops them 
being heard easily or clearly: The computer is 
interfering with the radio. 

BEDS Interfere with sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: The evidence has been interfered with. 
v + prep 

Inure /i ‘moa(r);/tm^h'rdor/ 

I nure sb/yourseff to sth to make sb/sth get 
used to sth unpleasant so that they are no longer 
strongly affected by it: The prisoners quickly 
became inured to the harsh conditions. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

Invalid /'invalid, "mvalkd/ 

.invalid sb ‘out; .invalid sb ’out of sth (BrE) 
to make sb leave a job, especially in the armed 
forces, because they are ill/sick or injured: He 
was invalided out of the army because of his 
injuries. 

CEIQ Invalid sb out is usually used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv+prep 

invest /m’vest/ 

In vest in Sth (informal often humorous) to buy 
sth or spend money on sth useful, especially sth 
expensive: It’s time we invested in a new sofa ~ 
this one is falling to bits. 

& v + prep 

InVest sb/sth with sth (formal) to make sb/sth 
seem to have a particular quality: Being the boss 
invests her with a certain glamour: 


EPm Invest sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v +n/pron + prep 

invite /m'vait/ 

in.vite sb along to ask sb if they would like to 
go with you to an event or activity: Shall I invite 
Dave along (to the concert)? 

I*xE> ask sb along (less formal) 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

In.vite sb a’round ( AmE) = invite sb 

OVER/ROUND 

in.vite sb ‘back (to sth) (especially BrE) to ask sb 
to go back to your home after you have been out 
somewhere together: She invited me back to her 
fiat for coffee after the movie. 

1ME) ask sb back (to sth): have sb back (both 
lessformaD 

<3> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
in.vite sb ’In/'up to politely ask sb to enter a 
room, your house, etc: Aren't you going to invite 
me in for a coffee? 

WtE> ask sb in/up (lessformal) 

<$> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
in.vite sb 'out to ask sb to go out with you, espe¬ 
cially as a way of beginning a romantic relation¬ 
ship: We've been invited out for dinner this 
evening, o He eventually found the courage to 
invite Julia out. 

ask sb out (less formal) 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
In.vite sb over/’round (BrE) (AmE .invite sb 
a round) to ask sb to come and visit you in your 
home: five invited a few friends round to watch 
the game with us on TV. o We ought to invite the 
new neighbours over for coffee, 

WE) ask sb over/round (lessformal) 

<§► v + n/pron + adv 
in.vite sb 'up ~ invite sb in/up 

involve /in'volv; AmE m’vmlv/ 

in volve sb in Sth to make sb experience or do 
sth, especially sth unpleasant: The new exams 
have involved teachers in a lot of ex ha paper¬ 
work. 

v + n/pron + prep 

iron /’aiani^miF’aiarn/ 

.iron sth 'out 1 to remove the folds that you do 
not want from clothes, etc. by using a tool with a 
flat metal base that can be heated (an iron): Iron 
out all the creases. EiS creases 2 to get rid of 
any problems or difficulties that are affecting 
sth: We must iron out the problems before next 
week, [objj difficulties, problems WE> resolve 
sth (more forma l) 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
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iSSUQ /'rju: (BrE aiso)'isju:/ 

'issue from sth (formal) to come, go or flow out 
of sth or somewhere: I could see smoke issuing 
from the window. 
v + prep 

itch/itj/ 

'itch for sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to want sth very much: They were just 
itching for a fight. 

IS a fight, a chance 

usua Itch to do sth can also be used with the 
same meaning: He was itching to find out more. 

<|> v + prep 


JJ 


jab /d3seb/ (-bb-) 

'Jab at sb/sth (with sth) to push a sharp or 
pointed object quickly or roughly into sb/sth or 
in the direction of sb/sth: He kept jabbing at the 
paper cup with his pencil o She jabbed at the 
papers with her finger. 

& v + prep 

jabber/*d 3 aiba<r)/ 

Jabber a'way ( informal ) to speak or talk quickly 
in an excited way: She jabbered away, trying to 
distract his attention, o He was jabbering away 
in Russian. 

& v + adv 

jack/dysk/ 

jack sth 'in (BrE, informal) to stop doing sth, 
especially your job: She decided to jack in her job. 
o After such a had day Jfeel like jacking it all in. 
k>b«ji job )syn) chuck sth in/up; pack sth in 
m*U3 Jack sth in can not be used in the passive, 
^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

jack 'off (AmE, A, slang) if a man jacks off he 
gives himself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs 
v + adv 

Jack 'up (slang) to take an illegal drug by putting 
it into your body using a plastic or glass tube 
with a long hollow needle (a syringe) 
v + adv 

Jack sth 'up 1 to lift sth such as a vehicle off the 
ground using a special device (a jack) M 3 car 2 
(informal ) to increase the cost or the price of sth: 
The wholesalers have jacked up their prices . 

cost, price put sth up; increase sth (more 
formal) 

tb v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Jam /d^aem/ (-mm-) 

Jam sth 'on if you jam on the brakes on a vehicle 
you operate them suddenly and with force: A child 
ran into the road and 1 jammed on the brakes. 
fiHS only the brakes, the handbrake M) slam 
•th on 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
*j»m 'up; Jam Sth 'up (with sth) {especially BrE) 
If a machine, a road, etc Jams up, or sth jams it 
up, it becomes blocked, stops working, etc: Let's 
get moving before the traffic jams up. o People 
were jamming up the aisles in their rush to get out 
Of the theatre, o That photocopier is always get¬ 
ting jammed up. 

^ v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v ' n + adv (less frequent) 


jazz /d3aez/ 

jazz sth 'up (with sth) {informal) 1 to make sth 
more Lively or interesting: Jazz up that plain 
dress with some jewellery. WE> liven sth up; 
spice sth up (more formal) 2 to make a piece of 
music sound more modern, or more like jazz or 
popular music -Jazzed up Bach 
<^v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

jerk /d33:k; AmE d 3 a:rk/ 

jerk sb a round (informal, especially AmE) to 
treat sb badly and cause them problems, espe¬ 
cially by deceiving them: He won’t give us an 
answer—he keeps jerking us around. 

HD mess sb about/around (BrE) 

<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

jerk ‘off (BrE, A , slang) if a man jerks off, he 
gives himself sexual pleasure by rubbing his 
sexual organs 
v + adv 

j«t/d3et/(-tt-) 

jet 'off (to to fly somewhere, especially some¬ 
where far away: They’re jetting off to Florida 
tomorrow. 
v + adv 

jibe /d^aib/ 

jibe with sth (AmE) to agree with sth: to be the 
same as sth or match sth: Her story didn’t jibe 
with die witnesses ’ account. 

<§► v + prep 

jockey /'dsoki; AmE 'd %a±if 

jockey for sth to try very hard to gain an advan¬ 
tage, a favour, etc. for yourself and stop other 
people getting it: Several employees are jockeying 
for the manager ’$ position. 

Ifiiil position, power 

<^v + prep 

jog /djng; AmE d 3 a:g/ (-gg-) 

jog along (BrE, informal) to cent inue in a steady 
way, with little or no excitement or progress: For 
years the business just kept jogging along. 
v + adv 

join Atom/ 

Join ‘in (with sb/sth), join in sth to become 
involved in sth; to take part in an activity with 
other people: Can l join in (the game)? o We all 
joined in with the singing. 

>syh) participate (in sth) (moreformal) 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 





join up 
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Join ‘up 1 (with sb/sth) to meet or combine with 
sb/sth to do sth together: They joined up with the 
rest of the party later. 2 to become a member of 
the armed forces: We both joined up in 1939 . 
enlist {mareformal) 

<*► v + adv 

join 'up; Join Sth ‘up (especially BrE) to be con- 
nected to sth; to connect sth to sth: The dots join 
up to form a solid line, o Join up the dots to see the 
picture. 

WE) connect (sth) (moreformal) 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► joined 'up ad/ [usually before noun] {especially 
BrE) things that are joined up are connected or 
linked together: joined-up writing o (figurative ) 
joined-up thinking o {figurative) the govern¬ 
ment f s joined-up policy on health care 

join with sb (in sth/ln doing sth) (formal) to do or 
say sth with sb else or withagroup of people: I'm 
sure you 'll join with me in congratulating Jsla 
and Jake. o Parents joined with teachers to pro¬ 
test against the closure of the school 
& v + prep 

jolly /d 3 Dli; AmE'dwMI (Jollies, jollying, jol¬ 
lied, jollied) 

jolly sb along (BrE, informal) to keep encour¬ 
aging sb in a friendly way: She tried to jolty him 
a long but he couldn't forget h is problems. 
v + n/pron + adv 

Jolly sb/sth 'up (BrE) to make sb/sth brighter 
or more cheerful; Do you think you can jolly 
Anthony up a bit? 

W F) cheer sb/sth up; liven sb/sth up 

4^ v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

jostle /■djDsl; AmE ‘d 3 a:sl/ 

‘jostle for sth to compete strongly and forcefully 
with other people for sth: People in the crowd 
were jostling for the best positions. 

4> v + prep 

jot /dsot; AmE d$a:tj (-tt-) 

jot sth "down to write sth down quickly: III jot 
down their address before lforget it. 

MH> note sth down 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

jllice /djms/ 

juice Sth ‘up (AmE, slang) 1 to make sth more 
lively, exciting or interesting: Juice up your pre¬ 
sentations with colourful graphics. HIS> jazz sth 
up (informal) 2 to make sth more powerful: / 
could juice up the engine for you. soup sth 

up 3 to put petrol in a vehicle: We need to juice up 
the car before we leave. ME car H3E> fill sth up 
<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 




jumble /‘djAmbl / 

jumble sth 'up/to'gether to mix things up in a 
confused way: Make sure you don’t jumble every¬ 
thing up. o The details of the accident were all 
jumbled together in his mind. 

»vs> mix sth up 

EEU3 Jumble sth up/together is often used in 
the passive: A// her papers had been jumbled up. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

jump /d 3 Amp/ 

Jump at Sb (AmE) - JUMP on sb 
jump at Sth to accept an opportunity a chance, 
etc, with enthusiasm: I jumped at the chance of a 
trip to Italy. 

S) chance, idea HHH) leap at sth 

v + prep 

jump ‘in 1 (with sth) to interrupt a conversation: 
1 jumped in while there was a brief pause in the 
conversation. 2 to become involved in a situation 
suddenly or quickly: She had jumped in to help 
while he was ill 
<^v+adv 

jump on sb (AmE also jump at sb) {informal) to 
criticize sb sharply: She jumped on me before / 
had a chance to explain. 
v + prep 

jump 'out at sb to be very easy to see; to be 
noticeable: The headline jumped out at me. o The 
mistakes are so obvious they jump out at you. 

ME) leap cut at sb 

v + adv + prep 

jump 'up to stand quickly and suddenly when 
you have been sitting: He jumped up off the floor. 

WE> leap up 

4> v + adv 

► jumped-up adj [only before noun] (BrE, infor¬ 
mal, disapproving) thinking that you are more 
important than you really are, particularly 
when you have risen in social status but do not 
deserve to: / won 't take orders from a jumped-up 
office girl! 

jut /djAt/ (-tt-) 

jut ’out (from sth), jut ‘out of Sth to stand out 
from sth; to stick out further than the surround¬ 
ing surface: The tops of the flooded houses jutted 
out of the water. 

WE> stick out, stick out of sth 

4^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 


keel /ki:l/ 

.keel 'over 1 (informal) to fall over: I'm so tired , 
all / want to do is keel over and skep for a week. 

collapse 2 (of a boat) to turn on its side: 
The boat keeled over in the strong winds. XUS) 

capsize 

4^ v+adv 


keep /ki:p/ (kept, kept /kept/) 
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- in with 

- ahead, ahead of 


-off 

-at 


-on 

-away 
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.keep ‘after sb (about sth/to do sth) (Am*?) to ask 
or tell sb repeatedly to do sth: She keeps after me 
to fix the TV. 

see also keep on 2 
0 v + prep 

.keep a head; .keep a'head of sb/sth to con¬ 
tinue to be more advanced or successful than 
other people, groups, etc: We need to keep ahead 
of our competitors, o If you want to keep ahead in 
this industry, you have to be ruthless. 

Wot) stay ahead, stay ahead of sb/sth 
4 ^v + adv ♦ v+adv + prep 

.keep at slh; .keep sb ‘at sth to continue to 
work hard at sth, or to make sb work hard at sth, 
particularly sth which is difficult or takes a long 
time: Keep at it, you’ve nearly finished! o He kept 
them at the job until it was finished. 

^ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.keep a’way (from sta/sth) to not go near sb/sth: 
Keep away from me! o The police told us to keep 
well away from the area. 

WTO stay away (from sb/sth) 

^ v + adv 

.keep sb/sth a way (from sb/sth) to prevent 
sb/sth from going near sb/sth: Keep him away 
from the kitchen while we make his birthday cake, 
o We turned off the lights to keep the mosquitoes 
away, o Her parents are keeping her away from 
school for a few days, o (figurative) A healthy diet 
can help to keep colds and flu away. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv +n (less frequent) 
.keep 'back (from sb/sth) to remain at a distance 
from sb/sth: Keep back or I’ll shoot! o I kept well 
back from the road. 

HIS) stay back 
^ v + adv 


.keep sb ‘back 1 (BrE) = keep sb in 1 / was kept 
back after schoolfor being cheeky 2 (AmE) = kkep 
sb down 1 

.keep sb/sth ‘back (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth 
remain at a distance from sb/sth: to prevent sb 
from moving forwards; Keep the children back 
from thefire . o The police were trying to keep back 
the crowds. 

<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
keep sth 'back 1 (especially BrE) to keep a part 
of sth to use later: Have you kept some money 
back to pay the bills? o Keep a piece of cake back 
for Alex. 2 (from sb/sth) to refuse to tell sb sth; to 
hold sth back: Em sure she’s keeping something 
back (from us). Egg] something, anything, noth¬ 
ing Hyh) withoid sth (more formal) 3 to try not 
to let other people see or know how you feel: He 
could hardly keep back the tears. [°IQ) tears WE) 
hold sth back 

4> 1.2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

3 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.keep sb be'hind (AmE) 1 = kekp sb in 1 
.keep 'down to hide yourself by not standing up 
straight: Keep down! Don '£ let anybody see you. 
WE) stay down 
4^ v + adv 

.keep Sb 'down 1 (BrE) (AmE keep sb back) to 

make a student repeat a year at school, college, 
etc. because of poor marks/grades: 1 was kept 
down because I failed the exam. 2 to control a 
people, a nation, etc. so that they have no power 
or freedom: The people have been kept down for 
years by a brutal regime. WE) repress sb 
^1v + n/pron + adv 

2 v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.keep Sth 'down 1 to make sth remain at a low 
level; to avoid increasing sth: We’re trying to keep 
costs down, o He exercises a lot to keep his weight 
down, o Keep your voice down! o Keep it down 
(= the noise)/ I’m trying to concentrate, gfj] 
costs, prices, voice, noise WE> hold sth down 
2 to manage to keep food or drink in your stom¬ 
ach and avoid bringing it back through the 
mouth: He can’t keep anything down. ME food 
WE> hold sth down 3 to not raise a part of your 
body: Keep your head down! o She kept her eyes 
down while he was talking. [SO eyes, head, face 
emu in meanings 2 and 3, keep sth down can 
not be used in the passive. 

^1,2v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

3 v + n/pron + adv 

EE) keep/get your 'heed down to avoid attract¬ 
ing attention 
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keep from doing sth; 'keep yourself from 
doing sth to prevent yourself from doing sth: 
She bit her lip to keep from laughing. 

4> v + prep ♦ v +pron + prep 
keep sb from sth: keep sb from doing sth 
to prevent sb from doing sth: Don’t let me keep 
you from your work, o I’ve been trying to keep 
him from finding out the truth, o Her pride kept 
her from crying in front of them. 

4> v + n/pron + prep 

'keep sth from sb to avoid telling sb sth: / think 
he’s keeping secrets from me. o Are you keeping 
something from us? 

[OBJ] secrets, something 

v + n/pron + prep 

.keep 'in (BrE) to stay near the edge of the road or 
path while you are driving, walking, etc: If you 
keep in, the van can overtake. 

4^ v+adv 

.keep sb ’in (especiallyBrE) 1 (BrE also .keep sb 
'back) (AmE also .keep sb be hind) to make a 
child stay after normal school hours as a punish¬ 
ment: The teacher kept them all in after school. 2 
to not allow a child to go outdoors: I'm keeping 
the children in because it’s raining outside. 3 to 
keep sb in hospital: She’s much better, but they ’re 
keeping her in overnight. 
v + n/pron + adv 

keep sth 'In 1 to stop yourself expressing an 
emotion: He could hardly keep in his anger. WH*> 
restrain sth 2 to not allow sth to escape, be lost 
or taken out: Close the door to keep in the warmth, 
o She wanted to cut the sex scene (■ in a play or 
film/movie), but we kept it in. 15531 warmth, heat 
3 to not allow an animal to go outdoors 
<*>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
EE3 keep your 'hand In to do an activity occa¬ 
sionally so that you do not lose your skill at it: / 
play squash from time to time, just to keep my 
hand in. 

'keep sb/yourself in sth (informal) to give or 
allow sb/yourself a regular supply of sth: This 
part-time job keeps me in cigarettes. 

+ n/pron + prep 

.keep ‘In with sb (BrE) to continue to be friendly 
with sh, especially in order to gain some advan¬ 
tage for yourself: He keeps in with anyone who 
might be useful to him. 
v+adv + prep 

.keep 'off (especially BiE) if rain, snow, etc. 
keeps off, it does not fall, even though it looks as 
if it might: The party will go ahead provided the 
rain keeps off. 

HxH> hold off 
4^ v + adv 


.keep 'off; .keep 'off sth to not go onto a par¬ 
ticular area: Keep off (the grass)! o We kept off 
the main roads to avoid the traffic. 
lafej] grass 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.keep off sth; .keep sb off sth 1 to not eat, 
drink or smoke sth; to not let sb eat, drink or 
smoke sth: The doctors told me to keep off red 
meat. 2 to not mention a particular topic; to stop 
sb talking about a particular topic: It’s best to 
keep off the subject of politics with my father, o 
Keep her off the subject of teenage girls! W 1 sub¬ 
ject, topic 
H75> stay off sth 

v + prep + v + n/pron + prep 

.keep sb/sth 'off; .keep sb/sth off sb/sth to 

stop sb/sth from coming near or going into (a 
place); to stop sb/sth from touching or harming 
sb/sth: He covered the sandwiches to keep the flies 
off. o Keep your animals off my land! o Working 
helps keep my mind off my problems, o I kept the 
children off (school) until they felt better. 
tffijl flies, hands, mind, eyes 
v + n/pron+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.keep 'on 1 (a/so .keep 'on doing sth) to continue 
doing what you were doing, behaving in a cer¬ 
tain way, etc., without stopping: He’ll get into 
trouble if he keeps on like this! o Keep on trying 
- don’t give up! o The rain kept on (= continued 
to fall) all night. carry on (with sth), carry 

on doing sth 2 (at sb) (about sb/sth) (BrE) to con¬ 
tinue to talk about sb/sth in a boring or annoying 
way: Don’t keep on (about it)! o My mum keeps on 
at me to cut my hair. S&m go on (about sb/sth) -» 
see also keep aktkk sh (about sth/to do sth) 

0 v + adv 1 also v + adv+-ing 
.keep 'on; .keep ! on sth to continue to follow a 
particular route: Keep on until you come to the 
road, o Keep on the path until you sec a gate. 

4^ v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.keep sb 'on to continue to employ sb. even 
though circumstances have changed: We can 
only afford to keep a few workers on. 

4$ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
.keep sth 'on 1 to continue to wear sth; to not 
take sth off: It was so cold that we kept our socks 
on in bed. <> Keep the lid on while the tea is brew¬ 
ing. >opp) take sth off 2 to not switch sth off: Do 
you keep the heating on all day? T5yh> leave sth 
on iopp) switch sth off 3 to stop sth coming or 
falling off: How doyou keep that bandage on? 4 to 
continue to rent or be the owner of a house, 
flat/apartment, etc: Can you afford to keep this 
place on while you 1 re abroad? 

4>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+ n (lessfrequent) 

H3 keep your 'hair on (BrE, spoken . informal) 
used to tell sb not to become angry 


'keep sth on sb/sth if you keep your mind, 
eyes, etc. on sb/sth, you fix your attention on 
them/it: I can’t keep my mind on my work. o She 
kept one eye on the traffic and the other on the map, 
fcejj mind, attention, eye 
4>v + n/pron + prep 

SO keep an eye on sb/sth (informal) to watch or 
check sb/sth to make sure that they are safe, etc.; 
to look after sb/sth: Will you keep an eye on the 
baby for five minutes? 

keep 'out; .keep out of sth to not enter a 
place; to remain outside: There was a sign saying 
Keep out!’, o Please keep out of the office while 
I’m working. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

keep out of sth: .keep sb out of sth 1 to 

avoid sth; to prevent sb/yourself from being 
affected by sth: The doctor has advised me to keep 
out of the sun. o They always kept their daughter 
out of the spotlight (= away from the public), o 1 
try to keep out of his way. (513 the sun, sight, 
sb’s/the way 2 to avoid becoming involved in 
sth; to stop sb from becoming involved in sth: 
Keep out of this! It. ’sgot nothing to do with you! o 
Try to keep the kids out of mischigf while Em out. 
4^ v + adv + prep * v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.keep sth 'out to not put sth away that you have 
taken out of a cupboard, etc.; to keep sth ready to 
use: Keep the butter outjbr your dad’s breakfast. 
yppp) put sth away 

<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (/css frequent) 
.keep sb/sth out; .keep sb/sth 'out of sth to 

prevent sb/sth from entering a place: We hung a 
curtain at the door to keep out the cold, o figura¬ 
tive) She tried to keep the anger out of her voice . 

4> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

'keep to sth 1 to not leave a path, a road, etc: 
Keep to thefbotpath. o Keep to the left (= on a road, 
etc.). 15531 path 2 to talk or write only about a par¬ 
ticular subject: Keep to the point! o Will you 
please keep to the subject wider discussion? M3\ 
subject, point 3 to follow a plan, an agreement, a 
rule, etc, exactly as you are expected to do, or as 
you have promised to do: She hasn't kept to the 
agreement, so neither will I. o We must keep to the 
schedule, o He never keeps to the speed limit. I°§7j 
rules, agreement, schedule adhere to sth 
( formal ) 

WE) stick to sth 

ram Keep to sth can be used in the passive: Was 
the agenda kept to at the meeting? 

^ v + prep 

keep to yourself: .keep yourself to 
your'self to avoid meeting people socially or 
becoming involved in other people's affairs: He 
keeps (himself) to himself and nobody knows very 
much about him. 

v + prep + pron * v + pron + prep + pron 


'keep to sth; ’keep sth to sth to use only one 
thing or a limited number or amount of sth; to 
make sure that the number or amount of sth 
doesn't become any bigger than a particular 
size: We’ve decided to keep to pate colours for the 
bedroom, o I’m trying to keep the number of 
guests to a minimum. 

4 > v+prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.keep sth to your'self to not tell anyone about 
sth or what you think about sth: I know who’s 
won, but Em keeping it to myself o Keep your 
opinions to yourself in future! o figurative) Keep 
your hands toyoursef! (= do not touch me) 

15571 opinions 

v + n/pron + prep + pron 

.keep to'gether; .keep sb/sth to gether to 

remain together in a group; to make sb/sth do 
this: Keep together, kids, when we cross the road, o 
Use a paper dip to keep your papers together. 

4 > v + adv * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less 
frequent) 

.keep sb 'under (BrE) to control sb: The local 
people are kept under by the army. 

HxH) oppress &b (moreformal) 

4 ^ v + n/pron + adv 

.keep up 1 if rain, snow, etc. keeps up, it con¬ 
tinues without stopping; The rain kept up all 
afternoon. Z (with sb/sth) to move at the same 
rate or speed as sb/sth: I had to run to keep up 
with him „ ^ppp) fall behind, fall behind sb/sth 3 
to work at the necessary 7 speed so that you pro¬ 
gress at the same speed as other people: She's 
having trouble keeping up with the rest of the 
class, o Do keep up! I can’t, keep repeating every¬ 
thing. 4 (with sth) to rise at tire same rate as sth 
else: Salaries are not keeping up with inflation. 5 
(with sth) to do all the work necessary in order to 
finish on time or deal successfully with a situ¬ 
ation that changes rapidly: We’re finding it hard 
to keep up with demand, o Things were happen¬ 
ing too fast to keep up with. 

4 > v + adv 

keep sb 'Up to prevent sb from going to bed or 
from sleeping: 7 hope we’re not keeping you up. o 
The baby kepi us up half the night. 

& v+ n/pron + adv 

.keep Sth 'up 1 to continue sth at the same, usu¬ 
ally high, level; to continue to practise or 
observe sth: Keep up the good work! o You’re 
doing a great job! Keep it up! o We kept up a fast 
pace all the way o We’re having difficulty keep¬ 
ing up our mortgage payments, o The press is 
keeping up the pressure on the government. o Do 
you still keep up your Portuguese? iq5ji H, pace, 
pressure, tradition 2 to prevent sth from falling 
down: >bu ’ll have to wear a belt to keep your trou¬ 
sers up. 1553 hno users/pants am) hold sth up 
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3 to make sth stay at a high level: High transport 
casts are keeping food prices up. o They sang 
songs to keep their spirits up, ESbj] price, spirits, 
strength, morale 4 to keep a house, gar¬ 
den/yard, etc. in good condition by spending 
money on it or working hard on it: The house is 
becoming too expensive for them to keep up, HxS) 
maintain sth 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
EE) keep up ap'pearances to hide the true situ¬ 
ation and pretend that things are better than 
they are: There 's no point keeping up appear¬ 
ances when everyone knows we've lost all our 
money keep your 'chin up I (spoken, informal) 
used to tell sb to remain cheerful in difficult cir¬ 
cumstances 

► 'upkeeps fU] 1 the cost or process of keepings 
building, piece of land, etc. in good condition: 
Who is responsible for the day-to-day upkeep of 
the house? 2 the cost or process of giving a child 
or an animal the things that they need 
.keep 'up with sb to continue to be in contact 
with sb by writing, phoning or seeing them regu¬ 
larly: How many of your old school friends do you 
manage to keepup with? 

4^ v + adv + prep 

.keep ‘up with sth t to learn about the news, 
events, etc, that are happening: I try to keep up 
with current affairs, o Susie lies to keep up with 
the latest fashions. 2 to continue to pay or do sth 
regularly: He couldn't keep up with the repay¬ 
ments on the loan, o Are you keeping up with your 
homework? 

<S^ v + adv + prep 

key/kt/ 

,key sth 'in; .key sth ‘into sth to put informa- 
tion into a computer, using a keyboard: Key in 
your personal number oAll the information has 
been keyed into the computer. 
f5fij] data, information J5VW) enter sth (Into sth) 
v + adv + n ♦ v +- n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.key into sth 1 to use a computer or information 
stored on a computer: A hacker keyed into a vital 
database at the newspaper’s office, Hyn) access 
sth {more formal) 2 if sth keys into sth else, it 
goes well with it and agrees with it, producing a 
good result: remedies that key into the body's 
basic metabolism 
v + prep 

key sth to sth/sb to make sth suitable for 
sth/sb; to make sth consistent with sth else or to 
link sth with sth else: The farm was keyed to the 
needs of the loca l people, o The timing of the con¬ 
certs was keyed to the World Cup soccer games. 
S&HSKey sth to sth/sb is usually used in the 
passive. 

<*> v + n/pron + prep 


k£ck/kik/ 

.kick a bout: .kick a bout sth (BrE) = kick 

AROUND, KICK AROUND STH 

.kick sb a'bout (BrE) - kick sb around 
.kick sth a'bout {BrE) =kick sth around 
.kick a round; .kick a round sth {BrE also 
.kick a bout, .kick a bout sth) (informal) t (usu¬ 
ally used in the progressive tenses) to be present 
or lying somewhere not being used: His letter is 
kicking about somewhere, o The idea has been 
kicking around for years. 2 (of a person) to be 
somewhere, or to go from one place to another, 
with no particular purpose: / decided to kick 
around the States for a couple of months. 

H2S> knock around, knock around sth 
v + adv ♦ v+prep 

.kick sb a round (BrE also .kick sb a bout) 

(informal) to treat sb in a harsh or unfair way: 
Don't let the boss kick you around. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv 

.kick sth aYound (BrE also .kick sth a bout) 1 

to play with a ball by kicking it with your foot: 
They were kicking a ball around in the street Jooj] 
ball 2 (informal) to discuss plans, ideas, eta in 
an informal way: They're kicking around the idea 
of a merger. ESS3T Idea ME> discuss sth (more 
formal) 

HU) knock sth around 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

'kick against sth to protest about sth or resist 
sth: It's no use kicking against the system. 
v + prep 

.kick 'back (AmE, informal) to relax: I spent the 
evening kicking back in. the hotel s piano bar 
v + adv 

.kick sth 'back (to sb) (AmE, informal) to pay 
money illegally in oi*der to get some advantage 
for yourself; Contractors winning construction 
jobs had to kick back 2 per cent of the contract 
price to the mafia, o 
4* v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► 'kickback n (AmE, informal) money that is 
paid to sb in order to get an advantage for vour- 
self 

.kick sth 'down to break sth and make it fall 
inwards by kicking it: If you don't open up , well 
kick the door down. 

HIS door 

<£► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
.kick 'in (informal) to start to work or have an 
effect: After a couple of minutes the emergency 
electricity supply kicked in, o You’ll feel better 
when the antibiotics kick in. 
v + adv 

.kick sth In to break sth and make it fall inwards 
by kicking it They had kicked thefront door in. 

(gM door 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 


mi .kick sb’s head/ teeth in (informal) to kick 
sb very violently 

.kick 'off 1 when a football game or team kicks 
off, the game starts: The game kicks off at 7.30. 2 
(with sth) (informal) to start: The tour kicks off 
with a concert in Nottingham. 

<£v + adv 

► kick-off n [C] [Uj the start of a football game: 
It's an afternoon kick-off 

.kick sb ‘off; .kick sb off sth (computing) to 
break the connection between sb's computer and 
the Internet, so that they can no longer use the 
Internet: I keep getting kicked off the Internet 
for no reason. 

[5571 the Internet, server, website )stH > discon¬ 
nect sb (from sth) 

rcisna These phrasal verbs are usually used in the 
passive, 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+ n/pron + prep 
.kick Sth 'Off 1 to remove sth by kicking: She 
kicked off her shoes and lay down on the bed. 2 
(with sth) to begin a meeting, an event, etc: Who 's 
going to kick off the discussion? 

v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.kick ‘out (at sb/sth) i to kick your foot into the 
air to try to hit sb, especially because you are 
angry or upset: She kicked out wildly at him as he 
tried to grab her. 2 to react violently to sb/sth that 
makes you angry or upset; She kicked out against 
traditional ideas about painting portraits. 

^ v + adv 

.kick sb out; .kick sb out of sth (informal) to 
make sb leave; to send sb away by force: His par¬ 
ents kicked him out (- made him leave home) 
when he was seventeen, o They were kicked out of 
the nightclub for fighting. 
wm boot sb out, boot sb out of sth (informal), 
throw sb out, throw sb out of sth 
BED3 Kick sb out is often used in the passive. 

4 ^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv +n * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.kick sth 'over to make sth fall on its side by kick¬ 
ing it: She almost kicked the bucket over. 

MS) knock sth over 
0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.kick 'up if a wind, a storm, etc. kicks up, it 
becomes stronger 
IMS only wind, storm 
^ v + adv 

.kick sth 'up to make dust, sand, etc. rise into the 
air: The horse kicked up a cloud of dust. 

[qbjI dirt, dust 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

fnm .kick up a fuss/'stink etc. (about sth) to 

complain loudly about sth 


kid /kid/ (-dd-) 

, k id arou nd ( informal , especially A mE ) to behave 
in a silly way; to joke: A lot of what I said was just 
kidding a round, but people took me seriously. 

MH> mess around 

4> v + adv 

kill kii/ 

.kill sb/sth ‘off 1 to make a lot of plants, animals, 
etc. die: Antibiotics should kill ojf the bacteria, o 
The plant life was killed off by air pollution. 2 to 
get rid of sb/sth; to stop sth: The hero is killed off 
in the last chapter, o It is difficult to kill ojf old 
traditions or myths. BEHa Kill sb/sth off is often 
used in the passive. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv ♦ v + n+adv (rare) 
kip /kip j (-PP-) 

,kip 'down (BrE, informa l) Xo sleep in a place that 
is not your own bed: Is there anywhere to kip 
down for the night? 

^ v + adv 

klSS/kis/ 

kiss sth a way to stop sb feeling sad or angry by 
kissing them: Lei m ummy kiss away your tears. 

KESjI tears, worries 

4^ v + adv+n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.kiss ‘up to sb (AmE, informal) if you kiss up to 
sb in authority, you try to please them in order to 
gain an advantage for yourself 

M) suck up to sb 

4^ v + adv + prep 

kit /kit/ (-tt-> 

.klt sb/sth 'out (also ,klt sb/sth ’up less frequent) 
(in/with sth) (BrE) to supply sb/sth with the 
clothes or equipment that they need for a par¬ 
ticular' purpose: The kids are all kilted out for the 
new school year, o The studio is kitted out with 
modern sound equipment. 

ISailKit sb/sth out is usually used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

kneel /nv.l; (knelt, knelt /nett/, AmE also 

kneeled, kneeled) 

kneel 'down to get into a position where one or 
both knees are resting on the ground: He knelt 
down beside the chair, o She was kneeling down, 
looking for something on the floor. 

^ v + adv 
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knock out 


knit /nit/ (-tt-) 

,knit together (Knit is usually used for the past 
tense and past participle) when broken bones 
knit together, they grow together again: The 
ribs are broken , but they’ll knit together. 
uum Knit is also used with the same meaning, 
v + adv 


knock /nnk; AmE ncuk/ 


- about 

161 

-in 

-about together 


- in/into 

- about with 


-off 

~ around 


- out, out of 

- around together 

162 

-over 

~ around with 


- together 

- back 


-up 

- down 




.knock a bout: .knock a bout sth (BrE) - 

KNOCK AROUND, KNOCK AROUND STH 

.knock sb a'bout (ErE) = knock sb around 

.knock sth a'bout (Er£) - knock stii around 

.knock a'bout with sb; .knock a'bout 
together = knock around/about with sb, 

KNOCK AROUND/ABOUT TOGETHER 

.knock a round; .knock a round sth {BrE 
also .knock a'bout, .knock a'bout sth) ( infor¬ 
mal) 1 0 especially BrE) {often used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses') used to say that sb/sth is in a 
particular place, but is not doing anything or 
being used: These chocolates have been knocking 
around since New Year, o His book was knocking 
around the lounge, for ages. o There were a few 
kids knocking about in the street outside. 2 to 
travel and live in various places: He spent a few 
years knocking about Europe, o Jeff will know 
what to do — he’s knocked about a bit(- has trav¬ 
elled and had a lot of experience of different 
situations). 

kick around, kick around sth 
<*>v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.knock sb a round (BrE also .knock sb a bout) 

{informal) to hit sb again and again: Her hus¬ 
band knocks her about. 

0 v + n/pron + adv 

.knock sth a round {BrE also .knock sth 
a bout) 1 to treat sth roughly; to hammer or hit 
sth: The builders have started knocking our kit¬ 
chen about. 2 (BrE) to kick sth around: Wespenta 
few hours knocking a ball about. a ball USD 
kick sth around 3 {informal) to discuss an idea 
or a suggestion with several people: We knocked 
a few ideas about at the meeting, iobji idea 
kick sth around 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► ’knockabout n {BrE) a period of time spent 
kicking a ball around with other people: We had 
a knockabout in the park. 


► 'knockabout adj [usually before noun] (BrE) 
knockabout entertainment involves people act¬ 
ing in a deliberately silly way for example falling 
over or hitting other people, in order to make the 
audience laugh 

.knock a round/a bout with sb; .knock 
a'round/a'bout together (BrE, informal) to 
spend a lot of time with sb: She knocks around 
with Sahan. o She and Sahan knock around 
together, o He knocks about with some strange 
people! 

hang around with sb, hang around 
together 

v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + adv 
.knock sb 'back 1 to prevent sb from achieving 
sth or making progress, especially by rejecting 
them or sth that they suggest or ask: He had been 
knocked back twke by the selection committee. 2 
to surprise or shock sb: The news really knocked 
me back. 

v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (rare) 

► 'knock-back n (BrE!) an occasion when sb 
rejects you or sth that you suggest or ask; a 
refusal: I don’t think l could stand another knock- 
back. 

.knock sb 'back sth (BrE, informal) to cost sb a 
particular amount of money: Those books 
knocked me back £50. o That car must have 
knocked you back a bit! 

HrED sot sb back sth 

IMS Knock sb back sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

+ n/pron + adv + n 

.knock sth ‘back {informal) to drink sth 
quickly: He knocked back two pints of beer. 

Haul beer, coffee, etc. HUD swig sth 
^ v+ adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.knock sb 'down 1 if a car or another vehicle 
knocks sb down, it hits them, often killing or 
injuring them: She was knocked down by a bus. 
T$W> run sb over EEH1 Knock sb down is often 
used in the passive in this meaning. 2 to hit or 
push sb so that they fall to the ground or the 
floor: The wind was strong enough to knock you 
down, o He knocked down his opponent in the 
first round (.= in boxing), 
see also knock sb over 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
a you could have knocked me down with a 
'feather used to express great surprise 

► 'knock-down n an occasion in boxing when 
one competitor hits the other so hard that they 
fall to the ground 

-» see also knock-down price at knock sth 

DOWN 

.knock sb/sth 'down to persuade sb to accept a 
lower price for sth; to make the price of sth lower: 
He knocked Simon down to £5. o We knocked the 


price down to £10. o How did you manage to knock 
them down from £5000 to £4000? o He managed to 
knock the price downfrom £350 to £320. 

>syn) beat sb/sth down 

PBgra Knock sb down sth and knock sth down 
sth can also be used: We should be able to knock 
them doivn a few pounds, o He knocked the price 
down Jive dollars. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
.knock sth ‘down 1 to destroy sth and make it 
fall down: If you don't open up, I’m going to knock 
the door down, o These old houses are going to be 
knocked down. EDQ] house, door MD demolish 
sth {more formal) 2 (to sb) to sell sth to the per 
son who offers most money at a public sale (an 
auction): The painting was knocked down to me 
for £5000. 3 (AmE) to take sth apart, especially 
furniture, so that it can be sent or carried some¬ 
where more easily 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'knock-down price n a much lower price than 
usual: / got these books at a knock-down price. 

SCCuisO KNOCK-DOWN at KNOCK SB DOWN 

.knock sth ‘in; .knock sth in/ into sth 1 to 

make sth enter sth by hitting it, for example with 
a hammer: She knocked some nails into the wall. 
2 to make sth go into sth by hitting or kicking it: 
Barnes knocked in two goals, o She knocked the 
ball into the net. E313 goal, ball 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
.knock sth In sth to make sth such as a hole in 
sth by hitting: They knocked a hole in the wall for 
the window. 

SO hole 
0 v + n/pron + prep 

.knock off; .knock ‘off sth {informal) to stop 
doing sth,, especially work: What tune do you 
knockoff {work) today? 
gQQ] work 
<<§► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.knock ft ‘off (spoken, informal) used to tell sb to 
stop doing sth annoying: Knock it qff! I'm trying 
to concentrate! 

^ v + it+adv 

.knock sb 'off {slang) 1 to murder sb: He was 
knocked off by another gang. >syw> bump sb off 
(informal) 2 (BrE, A, slang) to have sex with sb 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.knock sb 'off, .knock sb 'off sth to make sb 
fall off sth by hitting them: / was knocked off my 
bike this morning (- by a car). 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.knock sth 'off 1 (also .knock sth ’out) (infor¬ 
mal) to complete sth quickly and without much 
effort: They expect me to knock off (- write) a 
thousand words a day. BE™} churn sth out 2 
(BrE, slang) to steal sth: He’s knocking off TVs 
and video recorders, o These bikes have been 


knocked off 3 (AmE, slang) to make a copy of a 
popular product to sell at a cheaper price, often 
illegally 

v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

► 'knock-off n (AmE, informal) a copy, often 
illegal, of a popular product sold at a cheaper price 

.knock sth 'off; .knock sth ‘off sth 1 to 
reduce the price, value, etc. of sth: We ’ve knocked 
£20 off the price, o The short cut knocks about 
half an hour off the journey, o That hairstyle 
knocks years off your age. lop sth off, lop 
sth off sth 2 to remove sth, and usually make it 
fall to the ground, by hitting it: Who knocked that 
glass off the table? o She knocked my glasses off 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
EGE I’ll knock your block/'head off (BrE, 
spoken , informal) used to show that you are very' 
angry with sb, by threatening to hit them knock/ 
blow sb’s 'socks off to impress or surprise sb 
very much 

.knock Sb ’out 1 (also .knock yourself out) to 

make sb fall asleep or become unconscious; The 
bump on the head knocked me out cold, o He 
was knocked out in the seventh round, o He ran 
straight into a lamppost, knocking himself out. 2 
(in boxing) to hit an opponent so hard that they 
fall to the ground and cannot get up within a 
limited time, so losing the tight 3 (also .knock 
yourself ’out) to make sb very tired, ill, etc; The 
course completely knocked me out. o She’s knock¬ 
ing herself out with all that work. 4 (informal) to 
surprise sb very much; to have a strong emo¬ 
tional effect on sb: The movie was fantastic. It 
knocked me out. 

<§> 1,2,3 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (less 
frequent) 

4 v + n/pron + adv 

► ‘knockout (also l knock-out) n 1 a person, a 
piece of clothing, a performance, etc, that is 
extremely attractive or impressive; Her daugh¬ 
ter's an absolute knockout. 2 (in boxing) a blow 
that is so hard that your opponent falls to the 
ground and cannot get up within a limited time, 
so losing the fight 

-> see also knockout at knock sb/sth out 

► 'knockout drops n [pi.] (humorous) medicine 
in liquid form that makes you sleep or feel sleepy 

.knock sb/sth out; .knock sb/sth 'out of 
Sth (sport) to defeat: a person or a team so that 
they cannot continue in the competition: France 
knocked Belgium out of the European Cup. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n • 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► 'knockout (also 'knock-out) n (especially BrE, 
sport) a competition in which the winning player 
or team at each stage goes on to the next stage, 
but the losing one no longer takes part in the 
competition: the European cup knockout o a 
knockout competition 

-* see also knockout at knock sb out 
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.knock sth 'out 1 = knock sth off 1 (informal) 
Can you knock out a quick report for me? 2 to 
remove sth with a hard blow: She knocked out her 
front teeth in the fall- [M3 teeth 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.knock yourself out 1 - knock sb out i 2 - 
knock sb out 3 3 ( informal , humorous, especially 
AmE ) used to encourage sb to do sth they have 
said they would like to do, even though you do not 
understand why they want to do it: You want to 
help? Great, knock yourself out! o Sure you can 
take over the cooking — knock yourself out! 

+ pron + adv 

.knock sth out of sb to make sb lose their 
breath, because of a fall, a blow, etc: The force of 
the impact knocked the breath out of her 

M3 breath, wind 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

E3 knock the 'stuffing out of sb ( informal) to 
make sb lose their energy, enthusiasm or confi¬ 
dence 

.knock sb over if a car or another vehicle 
knocks sb over, it hits them and often kills or 
injures them: He got knocked over by a bus. 

>$-**) run sb/5th over 

EFna Knock sb over is often used in the passive. 
It is not. used as often as knock sb down or run 
sb over. 

see also knock sb down 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.knock sth 'over to push or hit sth, making it fall 
or turn on itsside: You 've knocked my drink over! 
o I’ll put the candle here so that it doesn't get 
knocked over 

<£v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.knock to gether (especially BrE) if two things 
knock together, they touch each other with 
some force and make a sound: (figurative ) His 
knees were knocking together with fright. 

^ v + adv 

.knock sth to gether 1 (also .knock sth up) to 

make or complete sth quickly and often not very 
well: I’ll quickly knock some lunch together 2 
(BrE) to join two or more rooms or houses to 
make a single one: They’ve knocked the two 
rooms together to make one big living room. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.knock 'up (BrE, sport ) (in tennis, etc.) to practise 
for a short time before the beginning of a game: 
We knocked up for a few minutes before the match. 
«§► v + adv 

► 'knock-up n (BrE) (in tennis, etc.) a short prac¬ 
tice before a game 

.knock sb 'up (informal) 1 (BrE) to wake sb by 
knocking on their door: Would you like me to 
knock you up in the morning? 2 (especially AmE) 
to make a woman pregnant 

1 v+n/pron + adv 

2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.knock sth up =knock sth together 1 


know /nau; AmEnoof (knew (i\ju:\AmE 
nu: , known /neon; AmE noun/) 

'know sb/sth as sth tocallsb/sthby a particular 
name; to think that sb/sth has a particular charac¬ 
teristic or is a particular type of person or thing: 
She is known to her friends as Beth, o It became 
known as the wont local company to work for. 

EEH3 Know sb/sth as sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + prep 

be known for sth to be well known because of 
a particular characteristic, achievement or fea¬ 
ture: The town is best known for Us ancient uni¬ 
versity. o He is not known for his tact! (~ he is 
often rude) 
be + v + prep 

'know A from B to be able to recognize the differ¬ 
ence between two things: She doesn’t know a 
Rolls Roycefrom a Renault 

Know sth from sth cannot be used in the 
passive. 

<b v + n/pron + prep 

\m not know your ,arse from your elbow (BrE, 
A. slang) used to say that you think sb is very 
stupid or completely lacking in skill 

'know of sb/sth to have heard of sb/sth, but not 
have very much information about or experi¬ 
ence of them/it:' Has he ever been in trouble with 
the police?’ 'Not that l know of’ o I know of one 
student who failed the exam twice, o I know of 
her but we’ve never actually met. 

0 v + prep 

Knuckle / iuki/ 

.knuckle 'down (to sth) (informal) to begin to 
work seriously at sth, usually after a period 
when you have not worked hard: It’s time to 
knuckle down (to some hard work). 

2HD buckle down (to sth) 

< 5 > v+adv 

.knuckle 'under (to sb/sth) (informal) to accept 
or admit defeat and do what you are told or what 
you have to do: Those who refused to knuckle 
under were imprisoned. 

0 v + adv 

kowtow /.kao'tao/ 

kow tow to sb/sth ( informal ) to show sb/sth too 
much respect and be too willing to obey them: I 
refuse to kowtow to anyone, 

<$> v + prep 


LI 


labour (BrE)(AmE labor) /'leiba(r)/ 

labour under sth (BrE) (formal) 1 (often used in 
the progressive tenses) to believe sth that is not 
true: to be labouring under a delusion o She was 
labouring under the impression that he. loved her. 
roHjl misapprehension, delusion 2 to find a situ¬ 
ation very difficult because of sth: The new gov¬ 
ernment is labouring under a huge debt. 

<*> v + prep 

laceieis/ 

,lace up; lace sth up to tie the strings that go 
through the holes on a shoe to fasten it (shoe¬ 
laces or laces): She laced her shoes up. 

M3 shoes, boots MS) do up, do sth up 
L’Mll Lace sth is also used with this meaning. 

0 v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'lace-up n [usually pi.] (BrE) shoes fastened 
with strings: Asa child, she always wore lace-ups. 
O lace-up shoes 

lace sth with sth 1 to put a small amount of 
sth, such as alcohol, a drug, poison, etc. into a 
drink: Someone had laced the cat ’s milk with alco¬ 
hol. 2 (especially BrE) to put a lot of a particular 
quality into sth such as a speech, a piece of writ¬ 
ing, etc: The show is laced with black humour, o 
She laces her stories with irony. 13313 I^ace sth 
with sth is usually used in the passive in this 
meaning. 

<J»v + n/pron + prep 

ladle .'"letdi/ 

.ladle sth 'out 1 to serve food with a large spoon 
or in large quantities: He ladled out the soup. 2 
(sometimes disapproving) to give sb a lot of sth, 
especially money or advice 
v+adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

lag /laeg/ (-99-) 

.lag be hind; .lag be hind sb/sth 1 to be 

behind sb/sth because you are walking more 
slowly: Everyone ran down to the beach, but. Amy 
lagged behind, o Susie lagged behind the other 
children. 2 (in sth/in doing sth) lo progress or 
develop more slowly than others: We are lagging 
far behind our European competitors in using 
new technology. 

& v + adv * v + prep 

land /laend/ 

land In sth; ‘land sb/yourself in sth (infor¬ 
mal) to get sb/yourself into trouble or a difficult 
situation: She landed in court for stealing a car. o 


Being too outspoken landed her in trouble, o How 
did I land myself in such a mess? o He really 
landed us in it! (~ got us into trouble). 

<«> v + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
.land 'up (BrE, informal) 1 [+adv/prepj to reach a 
final position or situation: She landed up in hos¬ 
pital with a broken leg. o The train was diverted 
and we landed up in York, o The dish slipped out 
of my hands and landed up on the floor, o Handed 
up with more work than I could manage. 2 land 
up doing sth to end by doing sth or having to do 
sth that you had not planned to do: They landed 
up paying for the damage, o We landed up spend¬ 
ing the night at the airport. 

©nd up; finish up 
<^1v + adv 
2 v + adv + -ing 

land sb/yourself with sb/sth; land 
sb/yourself with doing sth (informal, espe¬ 
cially BrE) to give sb/yourself an unpleasant or 
difficult task to deal with: We’ve landed ourselves 
with the most boring job of the lot. o I got landed 
with clearing up the mess, o They landed the 
organization with a huge bill. 
ysYN) saddle sb/yourself with sb/sth, saddle 
sb/yourself with doing sth 
13313 Land sb with sb/sth and land sb with 
doing sth are often used in the passive, usually 
with get: Guess who got landed with washing the 
dishes? 

v + n/pron + prep 
lap/laep/ (-pp-) 

.lap sth 'up 1 to receive sth such as praise or a 
kind remark with pleasure without thinking 
about whether it is true or not: The baby was lap¬ 
ping up the attention he was getting, o She tapped 
up his flattery. 2 to drink all of sth with great 
enjoyment: The cat lapped up the cream. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv(/ess 
frequent) 

lapse /Imps/ 

'lapse Into sth 1 to pass gradually into a worse 
or less active state or condition: They lapsed into 
silence, o The country lapsed into chaos, o to 
lapse into unconsciousnessfa coma M3 silence, 
unconsciousness 2 to start speaking or behav¬ 
ing in a different way, often one that is less 
acceptable: She lapses into French when she can’t 
think of a word in English. 
v + prep 
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lard /kcd; Am# ld:rd/ 

’lard sth with sth {often disapproving) to include 
a lot of a particular kind of words or expressions 
in a speech or in a piece of writing: His conversa¬ 
tion was larded with Russian proverbs. 

GE® Lard sth with sth is nearly always used in 
the passive. 

<$> v + n/pron + prep 

lark /la:k; AmE la:rk/ 

.lark about/a'round (old-fashioned, BrE, infor¬ 
mal) to enjoy yourself by behaving in a silly way: 
Some kids were larking about in the shopping cm tre. 
Mfl) mess around 
4? v+adv 

lash/tej/ 

,lash 'down if rain lashes down, it falls heavily: 
The rain lashed down. 
v + adv 

Jash 'out (at sb/sth) 1 to make a sudden violent 
attack on sb: He lashed out at us. o Jim lashed out 
with both fists. 2 to criticise sb/sth in an angry 
way: She lashed out at the company for treating 
her so badly HxH> hit out (at sb/sth) 

^ v + adv 

East /test: AmE test/ 

.last 'out; .last sth 'out 1 to survive for a period 
of time: How long can we last out without water? 
o The doctors thought he might not last out the 
night 2 to continue in the same situation or 
manage to do sth for a part icular length of time: 
He made it to the summit, hut at one point I 
thought he wasn 't going to last out. o She lasted 
out for a week without smoking . o Can you last 
out the day without using your phone? 3 to be 
enough for a particular length of time: Our sup¬ 
plies should last out until the end of the month, o 
Will the food last out the week? wm hold out 
E1333 Last sth out cannot be used in the passive. 

♦ Last and last sth are used frequently with the 
same meanings. 

4 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (lessfrequent) 

.last sb 'out (often humorous) to live or continue 
longer than sb else: My grandmother is so fit and 
healthy shell probably last us all out! 

4 v+n/pron + adv 

latch /laetjy 

.latch Oft; .latch onto S b(also .latch on to sb) 

(informal) to follow sb around, often when they 
do not want you with them: He latched onto us 
and we couldn ’tget rid of him, 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 


.latch ‘on; .latch 'onto sth (also .latch on to 
sth) 1 to become attached to sth: The virus 
latches onto the red blood cells. 2 to be interested 
in an idea, a fashion, etc. and use it for your own 
purposes: The government have latched onto 
environmental issues to win votes, o They have a 
reputation for latching onto all the latest crazes, o 
Young children latch onto phrases ami repeat 
them over and over. 3 (BrE, informal) to under¬ 
stand an idea, what sb is saying, etc: It took him a 
while to latch onto their style of humour, o She 
soon latched onto the idea, o It was a difficult con¬ 
cept to grasp , but Sam latched on very quickly. 

^ v + adv * v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

laugh /tef;Am£l®f/ 

laugh at sb/yourseff tomakesb/yourself seem 
stupid by making jokes about them/yourself; to 
not be too serious about sb/yourself: They were 
laughing at him behind his back, o We all 
laughed at Jane when she said she believed in 
ghosts . o I laughed at myself fbr believing such 
an unlikely story. 

HQ Laugh at sb can be used in the passive: 
Nobody likes to be laughed at. 
v + prep 

'laugh at sth 1 to show that you find sth funny or 
amusing: You never laugh at my jokes, o The 
whole class was laughing at him clowning 
around, 2 to make sth seem stupid by making 
jokes about it: He was laughing at my accent. 
2SXM> ridicule sth (moreformal) 

H Laugh at sth can be used in the passive: He 
doesn’t like his ideas being laughed, at. 

4 V + prep 

.laugh sth 'off (informal) to try to make people 
think that you do not care about sth. or that it is 
not serious or important, by making a joke about 
it: He laughed off suggestions that he had been 
approached to be manager of the England team, 
o It was an embarrassing situation, but she man¬ 
aged to laugh it off 

4k v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent ) 

launch /bmtj/ 

'launch into sth; 'launch yourself into sth 

to start doing sth in a very enthusiastic way; to 
start to attack sb physically or with words: She 
launched into an explanation of how the machine 
worked, o We don 't want to launch ourselves into 
the wrong enterprise, o The band launched into 
one of their best known songs. 
taO speech, explanation, challenge 
4? v + pmp ♦ v + pron + prep 

.launch 'out (into sth) to begin to do sth new or 
different in a confident way: She’s decided she 
has enough experience to launch out on her o wn. 

^ v+adv 


lavish /'teviJV 

lavish sth on sb/sth (also lavish sth upon 

sb/sth more formal) to give a lot of sth, often too 
much, to sb/sth: They lavished such care on that 
house! o He was jealous of the attention lavished 
on his sister, o Millions of pounds were lavished 
on restoring the building. 

15131 attention, praise, care 

ggni Lavish sth on/upon sb/sth is often used in 

the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

lay /lei/(laid, laid /leid/) 

,lay a’bout sb (with sth) (especially BrE) to attack 
sb violently physically or sometimes with 
words: He started to lay about me with his walk¬ 
ing stick 
4 v + prep 

Jay stti a side (formal) 1 to put sth to one side 
and not use it or think about it: I laid my book 
aside and picked up the letter o (figurative) They 
laid aside their differences until the crisis was 
over. 2 (also Jay sth ’by less frequent) to keep sth 
to use in the future; to save sth: Have you laid 
anything aside for your old age? 
wm put sth aside; set sth aside 
0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

Jay sth be fore sb/sth to present a proposal, 
some information, etc. to sb for them to think 
about and decide on: The bill was laid before Par ■ 
Lament. 

4 v + n/pron + prep 

| .lay sth 'by = lay sth aside 

Jay sth 'down 1 to put sth down or stop using it: 
He stopped writing and laid down his pen, o They 
refused to lay down their arms. MH> put sb/sth 
down 2 if you lay down a rule, or a principle, 
you state officially that people must obey it or 
use it: The government has laid down procedures 
for negotiating teachers' pay. o Clear guidelines 
have been laid down for religious teaching in 
schools. SMI guidelines, rules, conditions 3 to 
establish sth that will develop or be useful in the 
future: Good eating habits can be laid down in 
childhood. 4 to produce sth that is stored and 
gradually increases: If you eat too much, the sur¬ 
plus is laid down as fat. leMI fat taaia Lay sth 
down is usually used in the passive in this mean¬ 
ing. 5 (BrE) to store sth, especially wine, to use 
in the future: She has laid down hundreds of bot¬ 
tles of port. EM] bottles, wine 
4^ 1,4v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
2,3,5 v + adv + n*v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (mrc) 

irvm lay down the 'law to tell sb firmly what they 
can or cannot do lay down your ’life (for sb/sth) 

to die willingly in order to save sb or because of 
sth that you believe in 


Jay sth 'in (formal) to get a supply of sth and 
store it to use in the future: Eve laid in enough 
logs for the winter. 

'NyW> get sth in 
4 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Jay 'into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing sth) 
(informal) to attack sb/sth violently, with words 
or blows: She laid into him with her fists, o He 
laid into the governmentfor spending millions of 
jxtunds on buildings nobody wanted. 

3D rip into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing 
sth) 

4 v + prep 

Jay off; Jay off sb/sth; Jay off doing sth 

( informal ) used to tell sb to stop doing sth that 
irritates or annoys you: Lay off! You’re messing 
up my homework! o Isay off him, he’s still learn¬ 
ing. o Lay off bullying your brother! 

4 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Jay off sth; Jay 'off doing sth (informal) to 
stop doing or using sth harmful: You should lay 
off akoholldrinking for a while. 

4 v + prep 

Jay sb 'off to dismiss workers, usually for a short 
time, because there is not enough work: We’ve 
had to lay off hundreds of workers. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► ‘lay-off n 1 [C] an act of dismissing workers 
because there is not enough work: The crisis has 
caused thousands of lay-offs. 2 [usually sing.] a 
period of time when sb is not able to take part in 
an activity or a sport that they usually do 

Jay sth ’on (BrE, informal) to provide or arrange 
sth for sb, for example food, transport or enter¬ 
tainment: Extra buses were laid on during the 
train strike, o She had. laid on tea for the players. 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
H22 lay it/sth on with a ‘trowel; lay it on ‘thick 
( informal ) to talk about sb/sth in a way that 
makes them seem much better or worse than 
they really are; to exaggerate sth; He was laying 
on the flattery with a trowel o Calling him a 
genius is laying it on a bit thick! 

Jay sth 'on sb ( informal) 1 to force sb to deal 
with sth unpleasant or difficult; Lm sorry to lay 
all this work onyou, 2 (AmE) to break bad or sur¬ 
prising news to sb: Sorry to lay this on you, but 
he’s never coming back. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

Jay sb 'out 1 (informal) to knock sb uncon¬ 
scious: He laid his opponent, out with a single 
blow. 2 to prepare a dead body to be buried 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Jay sth 'out 1 to spread sth out ready to use or so 
that it can be seen easily: Lay out all the clothes 
you want to take, o Lay alt the cards out on the 
table. 2 to plan how sth should look and arrange 
it in this way: They laid the streets out on a grid 
pattern, o a well laid out CViresume 3 to present 
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leave behind 


or explain sth clearly and carefully: At the meet 
ing, he laid out his plans for the company. 4 (on 
sth) (informal ) to spend money: He laid out thou¬ 
sands renovating the house . 

<$► v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

> 'layout n [usually sing.] the way in which sth is 
arranged: He still recalled the layout of the house 
perfectly o The magazine has a very attractive 
layout. 

► 'outlay n [C] [U] the money that you spend on 
sth, especially when you start a new project: an 
outlay of $400 000 o What was your initial outlay 
on equipment? 

,lay 'up to hide somewhere or do nothing for a 
while: They lay up in a cave until it got dark. 

^ v + adv 

,lay sb 'up (informal) if sb is laid up they are 
unable to work or take part in an activity 
because they are ill/sick or injured: l was laid up 
for a month with a broken leg. o He has been laid 
up with flu for a week . 

UESB Lay sb up is nearly always used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Jay sth 'up 1 (for yourself) (BrE) if you lay up 
trouble or problems for yourself, you do sth that 
will result in difficulties later You're laying up 
problems for yourself by not tackling this now. 2 
to stop using a vehicle, ship, etc. because you do 
not need it, or it has to be repaired: Our boat is 
laid up during the winter months, rcrara Lay sth 
up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
<|>v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

laze Hen! 

laze a round: laze a round sth (BrEalso, laze 
a bout, faze a bout sth) to spend your time 
relaxing and doing very little: He lazed about all 
day o They lazed around the pool in the after¬ 
noon. 

USD tie around, lie around sth; lounge 
about/around, lounge about/around sth 

<$► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Jaze sth a‘way to spend a period of time relax¬ 
ing and doing very little: We lazed away the sum¬ 
mer on the beach. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

lead /ii:d/(led, led /led/) 

J©ad 'into sth 1 if a subject or a discussion 
leads into sth, it moves naturally into a second 
subject or discussion: This led into a discussion 
on gender differences, o Pair and group work 
often leads into a whole class discussion. 2 if a 


room, a door, a street, etc. leads into a place, it 
opens into it or connects with it: The door led into 
a tiny kitchen. [SmbTI door, room, road 
^ v + prep 

► lead-in (to sth) n an introduction to a subject, 
a story, etc: We want a striking lead-in to the 
new programme. 

Jead 'off (with sth) (especially AmE) to start a dis¬ 
cussion, meeting, etc: Everyone will have a 
chance to speak . Would you like to lead off? 

<!► v + adv 

Jead off sth; Jead off from sth 1 if a street 
leads off (from) a place, it starts there and goes 
away from it: He pointed to a street leading off 
{from) the corner of the square. 2 if a room, a 
door, etc. leads off (from) a place, it connects d ir- 
cctly with it: All the rooms lead off the main hall. 
v + prep + y + adv + prep 

Jead sb 'on (informat) to deceive sb and make 
them believe sth that is not true, especially that 
you love them or find them attractive: You 
shouldn’t have led him on like that. 

<£► v+n/prcrn + adv * v+adv + n ( lessfrequent) 
lead to sth; lead sb to sth (also lead on to 
sth, Jead sb ‘on to sth) to result in a particular 
action or event; to force or persuade sb to take a 
particular action: Living in damp conditions can 
lead to serious health problems, o What led you to 
this conclusion? o The increase in the number of 
motor vehicles has ted to an increase in auto¬ 
crimes. o The police have offered a reward for 
information leading to the conviction of the 
child's killers, o She described how her early life 
had led her to her profession as an artist, o One 
thing led to another and before long Sue and I 
were engaged. 

EEH1 Lead sb to do sth can also be used with 
this meaning: She described how her early life led 
her to become an artist. 

v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep * v + adv + prep ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

lead 'up to sth 1 to be the introduction to or the 
cause of sth: The book describes the period lead¬ 
ing up to the start of the war. o Police are investi¬ 
gating the chain of events that led up to her death. 

2 to prepare to talk about sth or ask a difficult 
question by gradually introducing the subject 
you want to talk about: What exactly are you lead¬ 
ing up to? o He seemed to be leading up to asking a 
difficult question. 

<&>v + adv + prep 

► lead- up (to sth) n [sing.] (BrE) a period of 
time or an event or series of events before 
another event or activity: in the lead-up to the 
election 


leaf/ii f/ 

Jeaf 'through sth to turn over the pages of a 
book, a magazine etc. quickly without reading 
them carefully or in detail: She picked up a bro¬ 
chure and leafed through it. 

15531 pages Dick through sth 

^ v + prep 

leak/ii:k/ 

Jeak 'out if secret information leaks out, it 
becomes known to the public when it should 
remain secret: He was worried about what might 
happen if the news leaked out. 

HHH> get out 
<§> v + adv 

ICIBII fiimi (leaned, leaned, BrE also leant, 
leant /lent/) 

'lean against/on sth/sb; Jean 'up against 

Sth to rest against or on sth/sb for support: 
Laura leaned weakly against the door, o We left 
our bikes leaning up against the wall o You can 
leanonmyarm. 

-*seealm lean on sb/sth 
v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

lean sth again st/on sth; Jean sth ‘up 
against sth to make sth rest against or on sth 
in a sloping position: He leaned his head on his 
hand and closed his eyes , o Maggie leant the 
broom up against the wall 

v + n/pron + prep + v + n/pron + adv + prep 
‘lean on sb (informal) to try to make sb do sth by 
threatening them: They are leaning on him to 
make him withdraw his complaints. 

EZEQ! Lean on sb can be used in the passive: I 
was being leaned on. 

^ v+prep 

lean on sb/sth (also lean upon sb/sth more for¬ 
mal) to depend on sb/sth: It’s good to have some¬ 
one to lean on. o She was unsure of herself and 
leaned heavily on her friends for support. 

-¥ see also lean against/on sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

Jean to'wards sth (also Joan to*ward sth) to 

support or tend to prefer a particular idea or pol¬ 
itical party: I’m not sure how I’m going to vote but 
I'm leaning towards the Democrats. 

0 v + prep 

Jean up a gainst sth 

-* see also lean aga inst/on sth/sr 

Jean sth up a gainst sth 

^ see also lean sth against/on sth 
lean upon sb/sth = lean on sb/sth 


leap /li:p/ (leapt, leapt Aept/ or leaped, leaped) 

'leap at sth to accept sth eagerly, without hesitat ¬ 
ing: She leapt at the chance of working in Paris. 
[o|Q] chance, opportunity jump at sth 
0 v + prep 

'leap on sth (also ‘leap upon sth more formal) 

(i especially BrE) to suddenly become very inter¬ 
ested in an idea or a suggestion, especially 
because you think it will give you an advantage: 
The press leapt on the story 
& v + prep 

Jeap 'out at sb if sth, especially sth written, 
leaps out at you, you sec it immediately: His 
name leapt out at me from the page. 

wm jump out at sb 

<$► v + adv + prep 

Jeap 'up to stand quickly and suddenly when you 
have been sitting: He leapt up and ran to answer 
the door. 

WE) jump up 

v + adv 

'leap upon sth (especially BrE) - leap on sth 

leave /liw/ (left, left /left7) 

Jeave sth a'side to not discuss or consider a 
particular idea or issue: Leaving aside car park¬ 
ing space, the housing development is well 
planned, o IM us leave aside the question of 
costs for the moment, o Leaving that aside .., 
fog?! question, that/this problem 

v + adv + n * v + pron + adv 4 v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 

Jeave sb/sth be'hind to make progress much 
faster than sb else: The new car is going to leave 
the competition far behind. 
v + n/pron + adv 

leave sb/sth be hind; Jeave sb/sth be hind 

sb 1 to go away from a place without taking 
sb/sth because you have forgotten them/it: Some¬ 
body has left their umbrella behind, o Wait — 
don't leave me behind! 2 to go away from a place 
while the result of sth you have done stays there: 
They wore gloves so as not. to leave any finger¬ 
prints behind (them). 3 to leave a person or place 
permanently, especially in order to begin a new 
life: He was anxious to leave the past behind 
(him), o She disappeared a year ago leaving 
behind a boyfriend and a small baby. 4 to have 
sb/sth remaining after your death: He died at the 
age of 33, leaving behind a wife and three young 
children. 

[Trail Leave sb/sth is also often used with all 
these meanings: They ivore gloves so as not to 
leave any fingerprints. 

v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + prep 
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,leave sth 'in to not remove sth for example from 
a book, a piece of writing, etc: Make sure you 
leave that paragraph in. 

HEE) leave sth out 

v +n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
leave off: .leave off sth .leave off doing 
sth (BrE, informal) to stop doing sth: Lee 
shouted at him, but he wouldn’t leave off. o Would 
you leave off what you are doing for a moment? o 
We re going to try and begin where they left off o 
"Will you leave off nagging?’ he shouted. 

<$► v + adv v + adv + n ♦ v + adv + -ing 
.leave sb/sth 'off; .leave sb/sth 'off sth to 
not include or mention sb/sth. especially on a 
list: Have I left anyone off the list? 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.leave sth 'on 1 if you leave clothes on, you con¬ 
tinue wearing them: Leave your shoes on. 2 to not 
switch sth off: I found the television had been left 
on all night. 

ME) keep sth on ME!) leave sth oft; switch 
sth off 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.leave it 'out (BrE, informal) 1 used to tell sb to 
stop doing sth silly or annoying 2 used to tell sb 
that you think what they have said is stupid, or 
that you do not believe it: Two million dollars? 
teaue it out! 
v + it + adv 

.leave sb out; .leave sb 'out of sth to not 

include sb deliberately: It seemed unkind to leave 
Daisy out, so we invited her too. o There was an 
outcry when he was left out of the team. 

)syh) exclude sb (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► left 'out adj unhappy because you have not 
been included in sth: / felt a bit left out . 

.leave sb/sth out; .leave sb/sth out of sth 

1 to not involve sb/sth in sth: Leave my brother 
out of this—he had nothing to do with it. 2 to not 
include sb/sth either accidentally or on purpose: 
Have 1 left anyone out? o You can leave out the 
gory details, o This is spelt wrongly You’ve left 
out the ‘e\ o You 've left the second 'm' out of 
’committee’, o You’ve left out an bn’ in 
■committee MS) omit sth (more formal) 

0 1 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv + prep 
2 v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

be .left 'over (from sth) (of food or money) if 
food, money, etc. is left over, it remains when the 
rest has been eaten or used up: After Vvepaid my 
rent and bought food there isn’t much left over to 
spend on books, o There was plenty of food left 
over after the party, o There’s some rice left over 
from lunch. 
be + v + adv 


► ’leftover n (BrE) 1 [usually pi.] food that has 
not been eaten and remains after a meal 2 a cus¬ 
tom, tradition, etc. that belongs to an earlier 
time but still exists: These narrow roads are a 
leftover from the days of horse-drawn carriages. 

► leftover adj [only before noun] remaining 
because it has not been eaten or used: leftover 
uegetablesifabric 

'leave Sb to sth to go away from sb so that they 
can continue what they were doing before you 
came, or do sth without your help: (informal) If 
you don’t need me any more , Til leave you to it o 
Til heave you to your lunch. 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

H3H leave sb to their own de vices to leave sb 
alone to do as they wish: Once I’ve explained 
things to him I tend to leave him to his own 
devices. 

lend /lend / (lent, lent /lent/) 

.lend sth ’out (to sb) to allow sb to borrow sth for 
a period of time: The reference books cannot be 
lent out. 

<S>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

'lend Itself/themselves to sth ( formal ) to be 
suitable for sth: Science in elementary schools 
lends itself well to learning through play, o Nat- 
all materials lend themselves to scientific dating. 


let /let/ (letting, let, let) 


-down 

~ on 

169 - in, into 

-out 

- in for 

170 -past 

- in on 

-through 

-into 

-up 

-Off 



.let sb ' down 1 to fail to help or support sb in the 
way that they hoped or expected: She said she 
would help, but let them down at the last minute, 
o It’s important our decision doesn’t let down our 
customers, o The car has never let me down, o I 
felt I’d been badly let down by the company. 2 to 
tell sb some bad news in a kind way so that they 
will not be too disappointed or upset: The kids 
will be really upset the trip's been cancelled — try 
to let them down gently. 

v + n/pron + adv 1 also v + adv + n 
SSX5) let the side down (BrE) to disappoint your 
family, friends, team, etc. by not being as success¬ 
ful as they expect, or not helping or supporting 
them: John would never let the side down, of 
knew I was letting the side down (= disappointing 
my family etc.) by not going to college. 

► 'let-down n [C, usually sing.] [U] something 
that is not as good as you thought or hoped it 
would be: The movie was great but the ending was 
a bit of a let-down. 


Jet sb/sth down; .let yourself down to 

make sb/sth/yourself less successful or impres¬ 
sive than they/lt/you should be: Her knowledge of 
Italian is excellent, but her pronunciation lets her 
down. o His clothes let him down . o If you don’t 
work hard for these exams, you’ll only be letting 
yourself down. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.let sth 'down 1 to make sth go lower: We let the 
bucket down on a rope. MD lower sth (more for¬ 
mat) 2 to make sth longer, especially an item of 
clothing such as a skirt or a dress: I’m going to let 
the hem down a couple of centimetres. HUE) take 
sth up 3 (BrE) to allow the air to come out of sth, 
such as a tyre: The tyres on his car had been lei 
down during the night. [513 tyre ME) deflate 
sth (formal ) 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

BOS let your hair down (informal) to relax and 

enjoy yourself, often in a wild or lively way: I saw 

my parents letting their hair down on the dance 

floor. 

Jet sb/sth in; .let yourself in; .let sb/sth/ 
yourself into sth to allow sb/sth/yourself to 
enter a room or a building: Let me in! It’s cold out 
here, o The guard refuses to let anyone in without 
a security pass. o She let herself into the flat. 

^ v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
let sth in to allow sth such as water or light to 
enter a place through a hole: There was a hole in 
the roof that let the rain in, o l drew the curtains 
back to let in some light. 
fflE9 light, rain 

|nna Let sth in cannot be used in the passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'Inlet n la narrow strip of water which goes 
from the sea or a lake into the land: a nar¬ 
row! sheltered inlet 2 the part of a machine 
through wh ich a it; gas or fu el en ters: a 
fuel!power inlet 

r fet sb/yourself In for sth (informal) to allow 
yourself to become involved in sth difficult or 
unpleasant: If I’d known what I was letting 
myself in for. I’d never have agreed to help . o 
What have you let me in for? 

BEES Let sb/yourself in for sth cannot be used 
in the passive. It is often used in questions with 
what. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.let sb 'in on sth (BrE also Jet sb Into sth) 

(informal) to allow sb to share a secret: Are you 
going to let them in on your plans? o I wanted to 
let Chris in on the secret, o I’ll let you into a little 
secret 
[HOP secret 

v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 


bo .lot 'Into sth (BrE) to be put into the surface 
of sth: A targe window was let into the wall. 

<S> be + v + prep 

.lot 'off (BrE, slang ) to let air from the bowels 
come out through your bottom 
^ v+adv 

.let sb ‘off (with sth) to punish sb lightly for sth 
wrong they have done; to not punish sb at all: She 
was let off with a fine, o Til let you off this time, 
hut don’t do it again. 

+ n/pron + adv 

.let sb 'off; .let sb 'off sth 1 to allow sb not to do 

sth or not to go somewhere: You really ought to 
help with the shopping, but I suppose I could let 
you off. o Mum let me off the household chores 
during exams. 2 to allow sb to get out of a 
vehicle, especially a bus: Can you let me off here? 

v + n/pron + adv + v + n/pron + prep 
ELD tet sb off the ’hook to free sb from a difficult 
or unpleasant task or situation: He wasn't going 
to let the senator off the hook easily; he kept ask¬ 
ing difficult questions. 

Jet sth 'off to fire a gun; to make a bomb explode: 
The boys were letting off fireworks, o He let off a 
warning shot. 

[5531 firework, shot 

v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 
(HQ Jet off 'steam to get rid of your energy, emo¬ 
tions, etc. by shouting or doing sth active: He let 
off steam by hitting a pillow. 

Jet 'on (to sb) (informal) to tell sb sth that is sup¬ 
posed to be a secret: She doesn ’t know I ’ve bought 
her a watch, so don’t let on, will you? o The chil¬ 
dren knew he was coming, but they didn’t let on to 
anyone, o There were holes in Jack’s shoes, but 
Kate didn 't let on (that) she d noticed. 
v + adv 

Jet 'out (AmE) when schools, classes, offices, etc. 
let out, they come to an end and students, work¬ 
ers, etc. go home at the end of a day or a term; 
Classes let out in June, o More than 30000people 
are expected in the square after work lets out. 
v + adv 

Jet sb 'out; Jet sb 'out of sth 1 to allow sb not 
to do sth they have promised or are expected to 
do; to free sb from a difficult situation: I've got 
school tomorrow, so that lets me out (of helping). 
2 to allow sb to leave a hospital, prison, etc., espe¬ 
cially early or for a short time: The doctors might 
let me out tomorrow. 

❖ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► let-out n [sing.] (especially BrE) something 
that allows you to avoid an unpleasant or diffi¬ 
cult situation: a let-out clause (= in a contract) o 
7 think it’s too hot to go jogging today/1 said, 
looking for a let-out. 
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Jet sb/sth out; Jet sb/sth 'out of sth; Jet 
yourself out; Jet yourself out of sth to 

allow sb/stli/yourself to go out of a room or a 
building; Can you let yourself out? o / was 
amazed they let her out of hospital so soon. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

HilAl let the 'cat out of the bag to toll a secret 
carelessly or by mistake: / teas frying fo keep my 
promotion quiet . but Steve went and let the eat out 
of the bag. 

Jet sth 'out 1 to give a cry; to make a sound: She 
let out a scream of terror o He let out a sigh of 
relief. cry, sigh ?qpp) hold sth In 2 to allow 
secret information to become known: He's the 
only person who could have let the secret out o 
The company lei out that they were putting in a 
bid for KFC. [513 secret Hx3> reveal sth (more 
formal) 3 (to sb) (BrE) to make a house, flat, 
apartment, etc. available for rent: The apart¬ 
ment's been let out to a German couple. fo!3 
flat/apartment, house MS) hire sth out (to sb); 
rent sth out (to sb) 4 to make an item of clothing 
looser or larger: Eve eaten so much Hi have to let 
my belt out! (513 skirt, trousers 153} take sth In 

5 (also Jet sth 'out of sth) to allow air, liquid, etc. 
to escape or flow out of somewhere: We need to let 
the air out of the radiator 

6 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
$ also v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► 'outlet n 1 (for sth) a way of expressing or 
using energy strong feelings, ideas, etc: Children 
need an outlet for all their energy. 2 a shop/store 
or an organization that sells goods made by a 
particular company or of a particular type: a 
retaWfast food outlet 3 (especially AmE) a 
shop/store that sells goods of a particular 
make/makes at reduced prices: designer outlets A 
a pipe or hole through which water, steam, etc. 
can flow out 5 (AmE) a device in a wall that you 
use to connect a piece of electrical equipment to 
a power supply: an electrical outlet 6 the end of a 
river where it flows into a lake or the sea 

Jet sb/sth 'past to allow sb/sth to go past yon: 
Can you let me past, please? 

0 v +n/pron + adv 

Jet sb/sth 'through 1 to allow sb/sth to pass or 
go through sth that is blocking the way: The 
crowd mooed, aside to lei the ambulance through. 
o Let me through - - I’m a doctor, o These blinds 
don’t let much tight through. 2 (especially BrE) to 
say that sb/sth is good enough for sth or is cor- 
reet: We were worried the council wouldn 't let the 
plans for the new building through. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (rare) 

Jet 'up (informal) 1 to become less strong: The 
rain showed no sign of letting up. 2 to do sth with 
less effort or energy than before, or stop doing it: 


We mustn't let up, even though we’re winning, o 
Doesn 't she ever let up?She's been complaining a11 
day 

<!► v + adv 

► let-up (in sth) n [U] [sing.] a reduction in the 
strength of something; a period of time when sth 
unpleasant stops: There can be no let-up in the 
war against drugs, o The rain continued all 
afternoon with no let-up. 

level /'levl/ (-H-, AmE -1-) 

'level sth at sb/sth 1 (also Jevel sth a'gainst 

sb/sth) to say publicly that sb is to blame fbr sth, 
especially a mistake or a crime: The charges 
levelled against him are unjust, o Environmental 
groups have levelled a number of criticisms at the 
proposal, fogli criticism, accusation, charge 
EEH3 Level sth against/at sb/sth is usually 
used in the passive in this meaning: Accusations 
of incompetence have been levelled at the princi¬ 
pal. 2 to point sth, especially a gun, at sb; She 
levelled the pistol at his head. 

4 & v + n/pron + prep 

Jevel sth down/up to make standards, 
amounts, etc. be the same low/high or lower/ 
higher level: The government is accused of 
levelling down standards in schools rather than 
levelling them up , 

+ adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 

Jevel off/'out 1 to hecome level or steady after a 
period of sharp rises and falls: House prices 
showed no sign of levelling off. 2 to become level 
or horizontal after rising or falling: The road 
began to level off as ive approached the coast, o 
The plane levelled off at 20 000feet, 

^ v + adv 

Jevel sth ’off/'out to make something smooth or 
flat: Level the ground out before sowing the seed. 
v + rypron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
Jevel sth 'tip - level sth down/up 
'level with sb (informal) to speak or deal with sb 
in an honest and direct way: Tm going to level 
with you now — your work hasn't been up to 
standard for some time, o / ’ve got the feeling that 
he’s not levelling with me. 
v + prep 

lick /uk/ 

Jick sth off/ up; Jick sth off sth to eat or 

drink sth by moving your tongue over the sur¬ 
face of it: She licked the jam off (the spoon), o The 
cat licked up the milk from the dish. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

liG /lai/ (lies, lying, lay /lei/lain /lem/> 

Jie a bout; Jie a'bout sth (BrE) = ue around, 

UE AROUND STH 


Jie a head; Jie a head of sb to be in the future; 
to be in front of you: Great opportunities lie 
ahead, o Who knows what problems might lie 
ahead of us? 

^ v + adv * v + adv + prep 

Jie a'round; Jie a'round sth (BrE also Jie 
a'bout, Jie a'bout sth) 1 (of a person) to spend 
time being lazy and not doing anything in par¬ 
ticular: She’s been lying around the house all day 
doing nothing. MH> laze around, laze around 
sth; lounge about/around, lounge about/ 
around sth 2 (of a number of things) to be left 
somewhere in a careless or untidy way: His 
clothes lay around all over the floor, o ‘Have you 
seen my purse?’ f It was lying about in the kitchen 
when I last saw it. ’ o You shouldn’t leave valu¬ 
ables lying around the changing rooms. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

► layabout n (oldfashioned, BrE , informal) a 
lazy person who does very little work 
Jie 'back (in/on sth) to rest, relax and do very lit¬ 
tle: Just lie back and enjoy the peace and quiet, o 
She lay back on the pillows and closed her eyes. 

^v + adv 

Jie before sb (literary) 1 to be in front of sb: A 
terrible sight lay before them. 2 to be in the 
future: Your whole life lies before you. 

^ v + prep 

Jie be hind sth to be the real explanation or rea¬ 
son for sth: She understood the feelings that lay 
behind his angry words, o We will probably never 
know what lay behind his decision to resign . 
v+prep 

' Jie ’down to be or move into a horizontal position 
on a bed, etc. in order to sleep or rest: Go and lie 
down for a while . o He lay down on the sofa and 
went to sleep, o The coughing is worse when he’s 
lying down. o She was lying down on the bed. 
mma Do not confuse this sense of lie down with 
lay sth down, which must always have an 
object: Jack lay* down on the sofa, o Jack laid the 
pen down on the table, o Jack was lying down on 
the sofa, (not Jack was laying down on the sofa). 
4$ v + adv 

« take sth lying down to accept an insult, a 
criticism, a violent attack, etc. without protest¬ 
ing or reacting to it: He has been accused of brib¬ 
ery, but he won 1 take this lying down, 
y lie- down n [sing.] (BrE, informal) a short rest, 
especially in bed: to have a lie-down 
Jie ‘In (BrE, informal) to stay in bed after the time 
you usually get up: It’s Saturday tomorrow, so 
you can Ue in, 

5syh) sleep In 
^ v + adv 

> lie-'in n [sing.] (BrE, informal) an act of stay¬ 
ing in bed longer than usual in the morning: to 
ham a lie-in 


Jie "up (BrE) to hide somewhere: The fugitives lay 
up in the caves until it got dark. 
v + adv 

‘Me with sb/sth (to do sth) (formal) to be the duty 
or responsibility of sb/sth: It lies with you to 
accept or reject the proposal, o The decision on 
whether to proceed lies with the minister. 

Wo*) rest with sb 
<*► v + prep 

lift /bit/ 

Jift 'off when a rocket, etc. lifts off it rises from 
the ground into the air: The rocket lifts off next 
Monday. 

4fr v + adv 

► 'lift-off n [CJ [III the moment when a rocket or 
spacecraft leaves the ground and rises into the 
a ir: We have lift-off! 

lift sb/sth 'up; Jlft yourself up to raise 
sb/sth/yourself to a higher position or level: I 
can’t lift you up — .you’re too heavy! o She lifted 
herself up on one elbow, o She lifted up the box 
and put it on the table. 

m Lift sb/sth/yourself can also be used with 
this meaning. 

v + n/pran+adv ♦ v + adv + n 

light /lait/ (lit, (It /lit/) 

light on/upon sb/sth (literary) 1 to suddenly 
see sb/sth: Her gaze lighted on her daughter. 2 to 
suddenly find sb/sth or think of sb/sth: The 
research team has lit upon important new mater¬ 
ial. hit on sth 

msia Lighted is also used for the past tense and 
past participle. 

ME) alight on/upon sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

Jight up; Jight sth up 1 to become or to make 
sth bright with light or colour: She switched the 
monitor on and the screen lit up. o Flashes of 
lightning lit up the sky. o The waterfall was lit up 
at night with pink and green floodlights. 2 if a 
person's eyes or face light up, or sth lights 
them up, they become bright with excitement or 
happiness: Her eyes lit up when she saw them. o A 
smile of delight lit up his face, o His face lit up 
with pleasure. 3 (informal) to begin to smoke a 
cigarette, etc: She took out a cigarette and lit up. o 
He lit up one cigarette after another. 

^ v + adv + v + adv + n + v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv 
(less frequent) 

‘light upan sb/sth = light on/uton sb/sth 
lighten /'laitn/ 

lighten 'up (spoken) used to tell sb to be less ser¬ 
ious or to complain or worry less about sth: 
Come on, tighten up! It was only a joke. 

(§► v+adv 
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lighten sth ‘up < informal) to make sth more 
cheerful and less serious or depressing: He did 
his best to lighten things up. o She tried to 
lighten up her speech with a few jokes. 

<$► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

liken /'laikan/ 

'liken sb/sth to sb/sth (formal) to compare 
sb/sth to someone or something else and say that 
they are similar: He has been likened to a young 
Georg e Best. o She likened the building to a ship . 
E333 Liken sb/sth to sb/sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + prep 

limber /'hmba(r)/ 

,limber 'up (for sth) to do exercise to prepare to 
take part in a sport, a race, etc.; to warm up: The 
players were timbering up for the game, o (figura¬ 
tive) The candidates are already limbering up for 
the election campa ign 
Mn> warm up 
0 v + adv 

limit /‘limit/ 

'limit sth to sb/sth to make sth exist or happen 
only in a particular place or within a particular 
group: Violent crime is not limited to big cities, o 
The teaching of history should not be limited to 
dates and figures. 

WE> confine sth to sb/sth 

131119 Limit sth to sb/sth is usually used in the 

passive. 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

line /lam / 

,lin© 'up 1 (for sth/to do sth) if people line up, 
they form a line, standing one behind the other 
or beside each other: A group of people were lin 
ing up for tickets, o They lined up to shake the 
President's hand, o The runners lined up at the 
starting line. see also comm up (for sth/to do 
sth) 2 to join with sb in order to do sth; local 
groups are lining up against the new develop¬ 
ment o Several newspapers lined up to demand 
his resignation. 
v + adv 

► 'line-up n [usually sing.] a row of people that is 
formed so that sb who saw a crime can try to rec¬ 
ognize the person who did it: She picked him out 
of a line-up (= she recognized him as the person 
who committed the crime). 

-*■ see also line-up at line sb/sth op 
JJne 'up; .line sth ‘up to be, or to put sth, in the 
correct position in relation to sth else: The three 
holes should all line up (with each other). 
v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.line sb/sth 'up 1 to arrange people or things in a 
line or a row: She lined the children up for the 
photograph, o His CDs were lined up on the shelf 
2 (for sb/sth) to organize an event or an activity; 
to arrange for sb to do something at an event, a 
competition, etc: He’s lined up a band for the 
party, o We've lined up a few things for the week¬ 
end. o They already had a buyer for their car 
lined up. 

❖ v+adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv(tess 
frequent) 

► line-up n [usually sing.] 1 a group of people 
who have been chosen or invited to take part in 
an event: an impressive line-up of performers o 
The line-up for tonight's game is still not known. 
2 a set of events, people or things: Several new 
dramas are included in the line-up of pro¬ 
grammes for next year, 
see also line-up at line up 

linger /'u^r)/ 

.linger ! on 1 to remain for a long time: The mem¬ 
ory of that day lingers on in the minds of local 
people. o The smell lingered on for days after. 2 to 
remain alive, but becoming gradually weaker: 
We sh ould be thankful that she didn’t linger on. 
BEDS Linger is used more frequently with the 
same meanings. 

<£► v+adv 

link /iirjk/ 

.link 'up t (with sb) to join with sb in order to do 
sth together: We are trying to link up with other 
charities working in the area. 2 (with sth) to make 
a connection with sth: The two spacecraft will 
link up in orbit 
<§► v+adv 

Jink sb/sth 'up (to sth) to connect sb/sth with 
someone or something else: The alarm is linked 
up to the police station, o The new network can 
link us up to similar organizations around the 
country. 

y + n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n 
► link-up n a connection between two systems or 
machines: They did a live satellite link-up with 
the show. 

liquor/' lika(r)/ 

be/got liquored ’up (AmE, informal) to he/get 
drunk: We got liquored up on Saturday night. 

& be/get + v + adv 

listen /‘l i sn/ 

listen for sb/sth; /listen 'out for sb/sth to 

listen carefully to see if you can hear sb/sth: She 
lay awake, listening out for the sound of the key in 
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the lock, o Will you listen out for the phone while 
I’m in the bath? o The children were asked to lis¬ 
ten out for a word beginning with 'sh \ 

I<ab3 sound, door 

^ v + prep * v + adv+prep 

.listen In 1 (on/to sth) to listen to sth or sb 
secretly: Have you been listening in on my phone 
calls? o They were sure that the police were listen¬ 
ing in to their conversations . 2 (to sth) to listen to 
a radio programme, etc: Listen in on Fr iday for 
our interview with George Michael 
v + adv 

.listen 'out for sb/sth = listen for sb/sth. lis¬ 
ten OUT FOR SB/STH 

.listen 'up ( spoken, especially AmE) used to tell sb 
to pay attention to what you are going to say: Lis¬ 
ten up, everyone— this is important / 

^ v + adv 

live/inr/ 

live by sth to follow a particular belief or set of 
principles: Some people live by the rule *anything 
for the sake of peace', o Women working in a 
man’s world have to live by men’s rules. 

G 2 B 3 principles, standards 

v + prep 

HHB live by your wits to earn money or survive 
by clever and sometimes dishonest means: He 
had no money and was living by his wits and by 
selling a few paintings. 

live by sth; live by doing sth to earn the 
money that you need by using or doing a particu¬ 
lar thing: people who live by the land (= for 
example, farmers) o She lived by giving private 
lessons. 

^ v + prep 

live sth 'down to make people forget sth very 
embarrassing or had that you have done in the 
past : I can 7 believe Ifed In the river—I’ll never be 
able to live it down. 

mam Live sth down is not used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

live for sb/sth to consider sb/sth as the main 
purpose of or the most important person or 
thing in your life: She lives for her work, o What 
have I got to live for now? 
v + prep 

Jive In to live at the place where you work or 
study: They ham a nanny living in. o (BrE) Most 
students live in during their first year. 

SEE) Uve out 
^ v + adv 

> live-in adj [only before noun] 1 (of an 
employee) living in the house where they work: a 
live-in housekeeper!position 2 (of a boyfriend, 
girlfriend, etc.) living in the same house as their 
sexual partner: a live-in lover!boyfriend 


live off sb/sth (often disapproving) to get the 
money or the things you need from sb/sth: You 
can’t live off your parents forever! o He had to 
live off his savings. 
v + prep 

live off sth to eat one type of food very fre¬ 
quently or all the time: When I was a student I 
lived off bread and cheese. 

-* see also uve on sth 2 
v + prep 

m live off the land to eat food that you can 
grow, kill or find yourself: The army was forced to 
live off the land . o It’s a farming area and most of 
the people still live off the land, live off the fat of 
the 'land ( disapproving ) to have enough money 
to be able to buy expensive food, drink, clothes, 
etc: was a time when landlords and merchants 
lived off the fat of the land.. 

Jive 'on to continue to live or exist: He may be 
dead but his music lives on. 

& v + adv 

live on sth 1 to have a particular amount of 
money with which to buy everything you need: 
How did you manage to live on a student grant? o 
They don’t earn enough to live on. 2 to eat a par¬ 
ticular type of food very frequently or all the 
time: She was living on fruit and raw vegetables. 
o birds that live on insects -» see also live off sth 
^ v + prep 

Jive 'out (BrE) to live away from the place where 
you work or study: I lived out during my final 
year at college. 

2S£E> live In 
^ v+adv 

Jive out sth; Jive it/them 'out 1 to do in real¬ 
ity sth that you think about, believe in, dream of, 
etc: On holiday in Texas I lived out my childhood 
fantasy of being a cowboy. EI3 fantasy, dream 2 
to spend your life or the rest of your life in a par¬ 
ticular way: She lived out the rest of her life in 
poverty, o Maybe I’ll live out my days in the peace 
of the mountains . fsDSl fife, days 
rcnna A noun must always follow out, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

<^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

Jive 'through sth to experience sth difficult or 
unpleasant and survive: He lived through both 
world wars, o It's something I never want to live 
through again. 
v + prep 

live together (also live with sb) 1 to live in the 
same house, flat/apartment, etc: There are six 
students living together in the house . o I'm living 
in a fiat with Meg. 2 to share a home and have a 
sexual relationship, but without being married 
^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 
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.live it 'up {informal) to have a very exciting and 
enjoyable time, usually spending a lot of money: 
I've heard that Tom’s living it up in L.A , 

-0 v + it + adv 

.live up to sth to behave as well as or be as good 
or successful as people expect: The hotel failed to 
live up to expectations, o Mr. Mean lived up to his 
name and died a millionaire, o / ’ve.got a lot to live 
up to. 

EH] expectations, name, reputation 

^ v + adv + prep 

'live with sb - live together 
'live with sth; 'live with yourself to accept an 
unpleasant situation and continue with your life 
and work: You might not like the situation, hut 
you 'll have to learn to live with it. o She wouldn’t 
be able to live with herself if she hurt him. 
v + prep 

liven /'larvn/ 

.liven 'up; .liven sb/sth 'up to become or to 
make sb/sth more lively, interesting or exciting: 
She livened up when Alan asked her to dance, o 
Put some music on to liven things up. o A few pic¬ 
tures would liven up the room. 

Hin) brighten up; brighten sth up 
<$► v + adv * v + n/pran + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

load /laud; AmE loud/ 

.load sb/sth 'down (with sth) 1 to give sb/sth too 
many things to carry: She was loaded down with 
books. 2 to give sb/sth too much work or too 
many responsibilities: We’ve been loaded down 
with work recently. 

I33Z1 Load sb/sth down is usually used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.load 'up (with sth), .load sth 'up (with sth) to 

put a lot of things in/on sth, especially a vehicle: 
Bring the car to the door and we’ll help you load 
up. o I loaded up the van with all my possessions, 
o We’ve loaded up all the furniture and are just 
abou t ready to go. 

Load and load sth are used more fre¬ 
quently with this meaning. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

lOSlf /leuf; AmE louf/ 

.loaf a round; .loaf a'round sth {BrEalso .loaf 
a'bout, .loaf a bout sth) (informal) to spend your 
time in a lazy way doing very little: kids loafing 
about with nothing to do o She just loafs around 
the streets all day. 
v+adv ♦ v + prep 


loan /leun; AmEloun/ 

.loan sth/sb 'out (to sb) to lend sth/sb to sb, 
sometimes in return for money: Several players 
have been loaned out to other teams, o Sometimes 
we loan out these buses. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

lock [\ok\AmE kuk/ 

.lock sb a‘way 1 = lock sth uf i 2 = lock sb 
u p/away He was locked away for the rest of his life. 
.lock sth a'way = lock sth up She locked the 
money away in a cupboard. 

Jock yourself a'way = lock sth up 1 to shut 
yourself in a place away from other people so 
that you are not disturbed: He locked, himself 
away (in his room ) until he’d finished his work. 
3Y3) shirt yourself away (from sb/sth) 

-» seealso lock sb uf/away 
< 5 >v + pron + adv 

Jock sb/sth In; .lock yourself 'In to put 

sb/sth/yourself in a room or building and lock 
the door: The prisoners are locked in every night, 
o He rushed to his bedroom and locked himself in, 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'lock-lii n (BrE) an occasion when customers 
are locked into a bar or pub after it has closed so 
that they can continue drinking privately 
be 'locked in sth to be involved in a difficult or 
unpleasant situation, especially an argument or 
a legal dispute, that seems unlikely to end soon: 
The parents are locked in a bitter legal battle over 
the future of the twins. 

<*► be+v + prep 

Jock 'in on sth = lock onto sth 
be .locked 'into sth (also become/get locked 
Into sth) to be in a particular situation, or 
behave in a particular way, that you cannot 
change: The government is locked into a policy of 
reducing taxes, o Older horses can get locked into 
bad habits. 
be + v + prep 

Jock 'onto sth ( also Jock In on sth) if a weapon 
that is sent through the air locks onto sth that it 
is aimed at, it finds it and follows it: The uiissife 
can lock onto a target from a kilometre away. 

IQ6JJ target 

□313 Lock onto sth can be used in the passive: 
The missile was locked onto the target. 

<!► v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 
Jock sb/sth out 1 (also Jock sb/sth out of sth) 

to prevent sb/sth from entering a place by lock¬ 
ing a door: I arrived home to find the landlady 
had locked me out , 2 to prevent workers from 
entering their place of work until they agree to 


the conditions given by the employer: The man¬ 
agement will lock out anyone who refuses to sign 
the new contract. 

#v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► lockout n a situation when an employer 
refuses to let workers enter their place of work 
until they agree to particular conditions: The 
strikers faced a Lockout. 

Jock yourself out; Jock yourself out of 

sth to accidentally leave your keys inside a car, 
building, etc. when you go out, so that you are 
unable to get inside again: roe managed to lock 
myself out of my room three times! 
v + pron + adv ♦ v + pron + adv + prep 
.lock 'up; Jock sth 'up to make a building safe 
by locking the doors and windows: Make sure 
you lock up before you leave, o She locked the shop 
up and went home. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'lock-up n a small shop that the owner does not 
live in; a place that the owner does not need and 
rents to sb else, for example to keep a car in: a 
lock-up garage/shop 

see also lock-up at lock sb up/away 
Jock sb 'up/a'way (informal) to putsb in prison 
or in a guarded hospital: People like that should 
be locked up! o They should lock her up and 
throw away the key. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'lock-up n a small prison where prisoners are 
kept for a short time 

-> see also lock-up at lock up, lock sth up 

Jock Sth 'Up 1 (also Jock sth a'way) to put sth 

valuable in a safe place and lock it: Lock your 
valuables up in the safe. 2 (in sth) to invest money 
in sth and not be able to turn it into cash to 
spend: Huge sums of money are locked up in pen¬ 
sion funds. EH1 capital, money wm tie sth up 
OB In this meaning lock sth up is nearly 
always used in the passive. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

log /Id g; A/nj£b:g, la:g/ (-gg-) 

jog 'In/on; Jog 'into/'onto sth (computing) to 
perform the actions that allow you to begin 
using a computer system: I got an error message 
when / tried to log inion. o The password allows 
the user to tog into the system. 

IS system, network, computer J5ED log off/ 
out: log off/out of sth 

EPna Log into/onto sth can be used in the pat¬ 
tern: I was logged onto the Internet. 

<|>v + adv * v + prep 

Jog 'off/ 1 out; Jog off/'out of sth (computing) 
to perform the actions that allow you to finish 
using a computer system: Try logging off and 
logging on again. 


fpW3] system, computer >qpp> log in/on; log 
into/onto sth 

0323 Log offtout of sth can be used in the pat¬ 
tern: Wait until all the users are logged off. 

+ adv ♦ v+prep 

loll /1 d1 / 

JolK a round; .loll a round sth ( BrE also .loll 
a bout, Jolt a bout sth) to sit, lie or stand in a 
relaxed way, doing very little: There were several 
kids lolling around outside the club, o Jim should 
get a job instead of lolling around the house all 
day. 

<$► v + adv + v + prep 
long /lmj;Am£b:g/ 

'long for sb/sth; long for sb to do sth to 

want sb/sth very much: to long for a baby o I was 
longing for a chat and a good laugh. o She found 
herself longing for her visitors to leave. 

^ v +prep ♦ v + prep + n/pron + to inf 
► longed-for adj [only before noun] that sb has 
been wanting or hoping for very much: a longed- 
for child 


look /Iok/ 
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~ over 


~ away 
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~ down 

“to 


- down on 

-up 


- for 

- up to 
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~ forward to 

- upon 


'in 



Jook a bout; .look a bout sth; Jook a bout 

you (BrE) = look around, look around sth, 

LOOK AROUND YOU 

Jook a'cross/'over (at/to sb/sth) to look quickly 
across a room: 1 looked across to where they were 
sitting, o She knew I was there, but she didn't look 
over at me. 

^ v + adv 

Jook after sb/sth/yourself (especially BrE) 1 
to make sure that sb/sth is safe: take care of 
sb/sth: His parents are looking after the children 
for the weekend, o She doesn’t look after her 
clothes, o Sophie will hook after the visitors, o 
They're old enough to look after themselves now 
(= they don't need any help), o Would you mind 
looking after my bag for a minute? o See you soon 
— look after yourself (= when saying goodbye to 
sb). m**n Take care of sb is used in American 
and British English with the same meaning: My 
mother is going to look after!take care of the kids 






look after 
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177 


look round 


while we're away ; In more formal language you 
ca n also use care for sb: His job involves caring 
Jbr the elderly, see also estiNG SB up 12 to make 
sure that things happen to sb's advantage: He’s 
good at looking after his own interests , 

OSS Look after sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: He needs to be properly looked after. 

^ v + prep 

Jock ‘after sth (BrE) to deal with sth; to be 
responsible for sth: Their accountant looks after 
thefinancial side of things. 

M£> attend to sth {more for mat) 

EffiH Look after sth can be used in the passive: 
Everything’s being looked after. ♦ Take care of 
sth is used in American and British English 
with the same meaning, 
v + prep 

.look a head (to sth) to think about what is going 
to happen in the future: The team is looking 
ahead to next season, o Looking ahead to the 
weekend, the weather will stay fine. 
v+adv 

.look a'round {BrE also .look round) 1 (at 

sb/sth) to turn your head in order to see sb/sth 
behind you: The people in front kept looking 
round at us. o He looked round to see if I was still 
there. 2 (for sb/sth) to examine various choices 
or possibilities: We're looking around for a new 
car. 
v + adv 

.look a round; .look a round sth (BrE also 
.look 'round, .look round sth) to visit a place or a 
building as a tourist: Take your time looking 
around, o They’ve gone to look round the cath¬ 
edral. o 1 spent the day looking around the town. 
<§► v + adv * v + prep 

.took a'round: .look around sth; .look 
a'round you (BrE also .look a'bout/ round, 
.look a'bout/round sth, .look a'bout/'round you) 

to turn your head in different directions so that 
you can see sth or see what is there: She came into 
the room, looked around, then went out. o He 
looked round the classroom angrily, o / looked 
about me at the other passengers. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'look at sb/sth 1 to turn your eyes towards 
sb/sth so that you can see them/it: Don't look at 
me like that! o What are you looking at? 2 to 
examine sth/sb closely: I’d like the doctor to look 
at him. o Can you took at this watch for me? I 
think it might be broken, umh In this meaning, 
look at sb/sth can be used in the passive: I took 
the car to the garage to get it looked at. 3 (usually 
used in negative sentences or questions) to con¬ 
sider or be prepared to accept sb/sth: They 
wouldn *t com book at someone wanting part-time 
work. 4 used to draw sb’s attention to sb/sth, 
often as an example that you want them to follow 
or not follow: I wouldn’t take advice from her — 
just look at the mess she’s made of her own life / o 


He left school without any qualifications, but look 
at him now! (= he is very successful now) o 
Money doesn’t always bring happiness — just 
look at Ian (= he is rich but not happy), 
v + prep 

'look at sth 1 to read sth, usually quickly, with¬ 
out reading all the details: She sat in the waiting 
room, looking at a magazine. EKTra in this mean¬ 
ing look at sth can be used In the passive: Don’t 
hand the form in until it‘s been looked at by a 
teacher, 2 to think about or study sth: Have you 
looked at the possibility of adopting a child? o 
The film looks at the events leading up to the war. 
E0DB In this meaning, look at sth can be used in 
the passive: Four possible routes were looked at 
for the new road. 3 to consider sth in a particular 
way; If you look at it like that, it’s a good thing we 
didn’t go. 4 (informal) (always used in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses ) to have to consider or deal with 
sth; to be faced with sth: You ’re looking at £600 to 
get the car fixed, o If he's found guilty he’s look¬ 
ing at a six-year prison sentence. 
v + prep 

.look a'way (from sb/sth) to look in the opposite 
direction; to turn your eyes away from sb/sth: 
She looked at him then looked away, o He mum¬ 
bled a reply and looked away from me. 
v + adv 

.look, 'back (at/on/to sth) to think about sth that 
has happened in your past: Looking back, Em not 
surprised she left, o He looked back on his time in 
England with a sense of nostalgia. 

<|M + adv 

n never/not look 'back (informal) to become 
more and more successful: He started work on a 
market stall in 1970and he's never looked back. 

.look ‘down to turn your eyes downwards to the 
floor, especially because you are embarrassed, 
shy, etc: The little boy blushed and looked down, o 
She looked down at her hands. 
v + adv 

.look 'down on sb/sth to consider sb/sth as less 
good or important than yourself: She tends to 
look down on people who haven’t been to college, o 
They looked down on our little house. 
cion Look down on sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: He was looked down on at school. 

4&v + adv + prep 

'look for sb/sth to search for sb/sth, either 
because you have lost them/it, or because you 
need them/it: Sue’s been looking for you. o 'Can I 
help you?’ ’Yes, I’m looking for this shirt in blue. ’ 
( - in a shop/store) 

UEin Seek sb/sth is only used with this meaning 
in very formal language or in newspapers. 

^ v + prep 

'look for sth 1 to hope for sth or expect sth: The 
examiners will be looking Jbr good grammar and 
spelling, o This could be just the opportunity he’s 


been looking for. 2 to search for sth; to try to find 
sth: They were looking for an easy solution to the 
problem, beih Seek sth is only used w'ith this 
meaning in very formal language, or in news¬ 
papers, 
v + prep 

IKS look for trouble to behave in a way that is 
likely to cause an argument, a fight, etc: Are you 
looking for trouble? 

► un looked-for adj (formal) not expected: 
unlooked-for success 

.look 'forward to sth; .look 'forward to 

doing sth to feel excited about sth that is going 
to happen because you expect to enjoy it: Are you 
looking forward to your trip? o I’m not looking 
forward to going to the dentist, o Were looking 
forward to the concert! o 1 look forward to hear¬ 
ing from you (= at the end of aletter). 

EEBiLook forward to sth can be used in the 
passive: The President ‘s visit is eagerly looked for¬ 
ward to. ♦ Remember that to is a preposition in 
this phrasal verb and must be followed by a noun 
or the -ing form of a verb, 
v + adv + prep 

.look In (on sb) to make a short visit to a place: I 
asked Sarah to look in on her grandmother on her 
way home, o The doctor will look in again this 
evening. 

<$► v+adv 

.look into sth to examine sth or consider itcare- 
fully: The committee is looking into the matter, o 
The manager is looking into your complaint, o 
We’re looking into the possibility of moving to 
France. 

wan Look into sth can be used in the passive: 
This situation should be looked into. 

+ prep 

.look ‘on 1 to watch an event or an incident with¬ 
out taking part in it yourself: People looked on in 
alarm as the car began to roll down the hill o 
Passers-by just looked on as he was attacked. 2 
(with sb)(Aml£) to share a book, etc. with another 
person in a group: There aren’t enough books so 
you ’ll have to look on with your neighbor 
<£► v + adv 

► ‘onlooker n a person who watches sth without 
becoming involved in it: A crowd of onlookers 
formed around thefight. 

'look on sb/sth (also look upon sb/sth more for¬ 
mal) [+ adv/prepj to consider sb/sth in a particu¬ 
lar way: I look on you as my friend, o She looked 
upon the assignment as a challenge, o I looked on 
life in a different way after that, o She was always 
looked on with distrust. 

huh Look on/upon sb/sth can he used in the 
passive: The job was looked upon as glamorous, 
v + prep 


.look 'out used to tell sb to be careful, especially 
when there is some danger: Look out! There’s a 
car coming, o You ’re going to burn that food if 
you don't look out. 

MS) watch out 

v + adv 

.look Sth 'out (for sb/sth) (BrE) to search for 
something from among your possessions: Ell 
look out that book for you. 

PBin Look sth out cannot be used in the passive. 
<g> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.look 'out for sb/yourself to take care of 
sb/yourself and think about their/your own 
interests: Once he was in London he had to look 
out for himself, o Emily’s brothers always looked 
out for her. 

^ v + adv + prep 

.look 'out for sb/sth 1 to try to find sb/sth or 
meet sb: I was looking out for Pete but I didn’t see 
him. o Look out for this film at your local cinema. 
2 to try to avoid sth bad happening or doing sth 
bad: Look out for pickpockets. 

MS) watch out for sb/sth 
$ v + adv + prep 

► 'lookout n 1 a place where sb watches from to 
see if there is any danger: a lookout post!tower 2 
a person who w r atches for danger: The burglars 
posted a lookout outside the house. 

.look 'out on/over sth (of a room, etc.) to have a 
view of sth: Our room looked out over the square. 
^ v + adv + prep 

.look over (at/to sb/sth) = look across/over 
(AT/TO SB/STH) 

.look 'over sth 1 to make a tour of a place: We 
were invited to look over the new classrooms. 2 to 
read sth quickly: I need to look over my notes 
before the test o Your tutor will look over your 
work with you. 
v + prep 

.look sb/sth 'over to inspect or examine sb/sth 
to see how good, big, etc. it is: He looked the paint¬ 
ing over carefully, o Ed like the doctor to look him 
over, o We’ll get a mechanic to look the car over 
before we buy it. 

MS) check sb/sth over; examine sb/sth 
pbeh When look sb/sth over is used with the 
pronouns it and them referring to things, these 
pronouns can also come after over: We d like a 
mechanic to look over it for us. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.look 'round (BrE) look around 
.look ‘round; .look 'round sth ( BrE) - look 

AROUND, LOOK AROUND STH 

.look 'round; .look 'round sth; .look round 

you (BrE) = look around, look around sth, 

LOOK AROUND YOU 





look through 
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Jook 'through sb to look at sb and not show that 
you have seen or recognized them: I smiled at 
him, but he just looked straight through me. 
v + prep 

.look 'through sth 1 to read sth quickly: She 
looked through her notes before the exam. 2 to 
read sth quickly: I looked through the paper 
while l was waiting. 3 to examine a collection of 
things or what is inside sth: What are you doing 
looking through my bag? 

<£► v + prep 

"look to sb/sth (for sth/to do sth) to rely on sb/sth 
or expect sb to provide sth or do sth: They looked 
to us for help , o We must look to other means to 
generate the funds we need., o Many students can’t 
look to their paren ts forfinancial support. 

Wfib turn to sb 
^ v + prep 

’look to Sth ( especially BrE) 1 to think about 
something that will happen in the future: We are 
looking to the future with confidence. (513 the 
future 2 (formal ) to make sure that sth is safe or 
in good condition: to think about how to improve 
sth: You shou Id look to your own behaviour before 
criticizing others. 

^ v+prep 

Jook ’up 1 (from sth) to raise vour eyes: She 
looked up from Iter book and smiled. 2 (informal) 
(usually used in the progressive tenses ) (of a busi¬ 
ness, a situation etc.) to become better; to 
improve: Things started to look up for me after I 
got a job. o Business is looking up at last 
v + adv 

Jook sb ’up (informal) to visit or contact sb when 
you are in the place where they live, especially 
when you have not seen them for a long time: 
Took me up next time you 're in f^ondon. 
iiww Look sb up cannot be used in the passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

EEJ look sb ,up and ‘down to look at sb suspi¬ 
ciously or in a careful or critical way 

Jook Sth ’up to search for a word or some infor¬ 
mation in a dictionary or another book: / looked 
the word up in the dictionary, o Bang on, I’ll just 
look up her telephone number. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+o 

Jook 'up to sb to admire or respect sb: She 
always looked up to her older sister. 

CEH3 Look up to sb can be used in the passive: 
She was looked up to by the rest of her family. 

& v + adv + prep 

'look upon sb/sth = book on sb/sth 

IOOItt/lu:m/ 

Joom a head if sth dangerous, difficult or 
unpleasant looms ahead, it is likely to happen 
soon: Further problems are looming ahead. 
v + adv 


Joom 'up to appear as a large shape that is not 
dear, often in a way that seems frightening or 
threatening: A dark shape loomed up out of the 
fog. 

GESB Loom up is usually followed by an adverb 
or a phrase beginning with a preposition: A man 
loomed up out of the darkness. + Loom is also 
used with this meaning. 

^ v + adv 

loosen /'liusn/ 

loosen 'up ( informal) to become more relaxed 
and comfortable: He began to loosen up and enjoy 
the. evening. 
v + adv 

loosen 'up; Joosen sb/sth 'up to relax your 
muscles or parts of the body or make them relax, 
before taking exercise, etc: l swam a short dis- 
tame to loosen up. o A massage will help loosen 
you up. o These exercises will loosen up your 
shoulders. 

0 v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

lop /lop; AmE Imp/ (-pp-) 

Jop sth 'off; Jop sth 'off sth 1 to remove sth 
from sth, especially branches from a tree, by cut¬ 
ting it; Several branches had been lopped off (the 
tree), o They lopped 20p off the price of each unit. 
BxE) chop sth off, chop sth off sth; cut sth off, 
cut sth off sth 2 to make sth smaller or less: The 
new rail link has lopped an hour off the journey. 

knock sth off, knock sth off sth 
■0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n * v+ n/pron + prep 

lord /b:d; Am£b:rd/ 

“lord it over sb to behave in a superior way to sb: 
She likes to lord it over the junior staff. 

^ v + it + prep 

lose /lu:.z/ (lost, lost /lost; AmE b:st/) 

'lose yourself in sth to become so interested in 
sth that you are not aware of anything else; I 
soon lost myself in the excitement of the play 
& v + pron + prep 

Jose ‘out (on sth) (informal) to be unsuccessful in 
getting sth that you want or think you should 
have: Some youngsters are. taking day jobs and 
losing out on schooling, o If things go wrong, I'm 
the one who'll lose out o While the stores make 
big profits, it's the customers who lose out. 

& v + adv 

Jos© 'out to sb/sth (informal) to not get the 
business you expected or hoped to get, because 
sb else has got it; Small stores are losing out. to the 
big supermarkets, 

& v + adv + prep 


179 


luxuriate 


lounge /laonds/ 

Jounge a'bout/a round; lounge a bout' 
a round sth to spend your time in a relaxed 
way doing very little: She was always bunging 
about while the rest of us were loorking! o They 
were lounging around the hotel pool. 

Jsyn> laze around, laze around sth; 11a about/ 
wound. He about/around sth 
^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

lOUSe /lacs/ 

Jous© sth 'up (sfcmg) to spoil or ruin sth: He 
loused up my promotion chances. 

MS) mesa sth up(flr£) 

^ v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 

lUCK/bk; 1 

,luck 'into Sth {AmE. informal ) to get sth you 
wan t by chance: I lucked into some free tickets. 

^ v + prep 

luck 'out (AmE, informal) to be very lucky: We 
lucked out in a big way. o We really lucked out 
with the weather. 
v + adv 

lug/Ug/(-fl 8 -> 

Jug sth a round (BrE also ,lug sth a bout, Jug 

sth 'round) (with you) (m/ormai) to carry or pull 
sth large, awkward or heavy from one place to 
another, or everywhere you go: Can I leave my 
bag somewhere? It's very heavy to lug around. 
MS) carry sth around (with you) (moreformal), 
cart sth around (with you) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

lUl'l /lAl/ 

lull sb into sth; .lull sb into doing sth to 

make sb feel confident and relaxed, especially so 
that they do not expect it when sth bad happens; 
Don’t let success in the test lull you into thinking 
you do not need to work hard, o His calm manner 
lulled me into a false sense of security (■■ made 
me feel safe with him when I was not). 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

lumber /'Lvmbo(r)/ 

be/get lumbered with sb/sth (BrE, informal) 
to give sb a responsibility or a problem that they 
do not want and cannot get rid of: I’m sorry 
you’ve been lumbered with driving me home, o 
The movie was about sb who sees a murder and 
then gets lumbered with the dead man's child. 
be/get + v + prep 


lump/Ump / 

Jump A and B to'gether; lump A with B; 
'lump A In with B (informal) to put or con¬ 
sider two or more people or things together in 
the same group: A large number of plants are 
lumped together under the name of * herbs’. o You 
can't lump the elderly and the disabled together: o 
You can 7 lump the elderly with the disabled. 
nraia Lump sb/sth together is often used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep * v + n/pron + adv + prep 

lUSt/lASt/ 

'lust after Sb (often disapproving) to feel a strong 
sexual desire for sb 

rmwa Lust after sb can be used in the passive. 

<$► v + prep 

'lust after/for sth to have a strong desire to pos¬ 
sess or have sth: She was lusting after {for 
revenge. 

lasnaLust after/for sth can be used in the 
passive, 

& v + prep 

luxuriate /Uq'soarieit; AmE -* 3 or-/ 

lu xuriate in sth (formal) to take great pleasure 
in sth that is very pleasant and relaxing I luxuri¬ 
ated in a long , hot bath. 

<£► v + prep 
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magic /'maedsik/ (-ck-) 

.magic sb/sth a'way/'up (BrE) to use magic to 
make sb/sth disappear or appear; to make sb/sth 
disappear or appear so quickly or suddenly that 
it seems as if you have used magic: I wish my 
problems could be just magkked away, o Sarah 
magicked up a wonderful meal in a very short 
time. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
mali/meil/ 

.mail sth 'off (to sb) to send sth to sb by post/mail: 
1 mailed off an application the next day. 

letter package ESS) post sth off (BrE), 
send sth off (to sb) 

USES Yon can also use mail a letter, etc., but this 
often refers to the action of putting the letter In 
the mailbox; How much does it cost to mail a letter 
in Italy? 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.mail sth 'out to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places at the same time: Catalogues 
will be mailed out next week. 

S2D send sth out 

EEQ3 Mall sth can also be used with this meaning. 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

major /'meid 3 a(r)/ 

‘major in sth (AmE) to study sth as your main 
subject at a university or college: to get a degree 
in that subject: He majored in chemistry. 

& v + prep 


make /meiK/ (made, made/meid/) 


~ away with 
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.make a 1 way with sth (informal) to steal sth 
and take it away with you: Thieves made away 
with a computer and two televisions, 
see also m ake off (with sth) 

0 v + adv + prep 

'make for sb/sth to move in the direction of 
sb/sth: He jumped up and madefor the door: o She 
made straight for me. 

ExE> head for/towards sth 
v + prep 


'make for sth (not used in the progressive tenses) 
to help to make sth possible; to produce a par¬ 
ticular result: The two-hour journey to work 
makes for a long day. o The large print makes for 
easier reading. 
v + prep 

'make sb/sth into sth to change sb/sth into sth: 
They made the extra bedroom into a bathroom, o 
You 're trying to make her into something she isn *t, 
o Their story is being made into a movie. 

HxH> turn sb/sth Into sth 
<!► v + n/pron + prep 

'make sth of sb/sth to have an impression or an 
understanding of sb/sth: What did you make of 
the play? o I never knew quite what to make of 
Nick, o The information ure have is so confused, 
it's hard to make anything of it. 

+ n/pron + prep 

.make 'off (with sth) (informal) to hurry or rush 
away, especially when sb is trying to escape or 
has stolen sth: The youths made off ina stolen car. 
o Two boys nvadeoff with our bags. 

-* see also make awav with sth 
<§► v + adrv 

.make 'out (informal) 1 used to ask sb how they 
have managed or survived in a particular situ¬ 
ation: Row are you making out in your new 
home? o ’Did you make out all right in the inter¬ 
view?' ’Yes, fine . 1 2 (with sb) (AmE) to kiss sb: I 
saw her making out with Billy. 

<£■ v + adv 

.make 'out (that ...), .make sb/sth/yourself 

'out to be ... to claim that sth is true that may 
not be; to try to make people believe sth: She 
made out (that) she was earning a fortune, o 
Things aren't as bad as he makes out. o The bro¬ 
chure made the place out to be a quiet resort o He 
makes himself out. to be a big shot in the city o 
The hotel wasn ’t quite what it was made out to be 
(-it was not as good as the brochure said it was). 
<£> v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + to inf 

.make sb/sth ‘out 1 to manage to see sb/sth or 
read sth: 7 could just make out the shape of a 
house in the darkness, o Can you make out his 
handwriting? o She could just make out the 
sound of distant pokes, o I couldn't make out 
what he was saying. 2 (used in negative sentences 
and questions) to understand sb/sth; to sec the 
reasons why sth happens or why sb behaves in 
the way that they do: She couldn’t make out the 
expression on his face as he spoke, o I can’t make 
her out at all o He couldn't make out what was 
going on. o You need to apply for a permit, as far 
as I can make out. o How do you make that out 


( how did you reach that conclusion)? KBXB 
Make sb/sth out cannot be used in the passive 
In this meaning. 

<$> 1 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.make sth 'out to write out or complete a form or 
document: He made out a cheque for £100. o Who 
shall I make the cheque out to (- whose name 
shall I write on it)? o Shall I make the invoke out 
to the company? o Would you make out a list for 
me of everyone who s coming? 
ffgJt cheque, list 

EEffi in informal spoken language make sb out 
sth can also be used: I'll make you out a list. 

<«)' v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.make sb/sth 'over ( informal , especially AmE) 
to change sb/sth to give them/it a new 
appearance; to change sth to give it a new use: 
They decided to make over the whole house when 
they moved in. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'makeover n the process of improving the 
appearance of a person or a place. She won a com¬ 
plete makeover (= new clothes, hairstyle, etc.) in a 
competition. 

.make sth 'over to sb to legally give sth you 
own to sb else: He made his estate over to his eldest 
son. o The government has made a lot of its 
poiver over to the regions, o The house was made 
over to the charity three years ago . 

IOfT-0 estate, money 

v + n/pron + adv + prep * v + adv + n + prep 
'make towards sb/sth to go in the direction of 
sb/sth; I saw them making towards the exit. 

& v + prep 

.make "up; .make sb/sth up; .make your¬ 
self 'Up ( BrE) to put substances on your/sb’s 
eyes, lips and face to make them or yourself 
attractive or to prepare for an appearance in the 
theatre, on television, etc; It takes her an hour to 
make up before going on stage, o She spends ages 
making herself up. o The children had been made 
up to look like clowns. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► .made-'up adj wearing coloured substances on 
the face: a heavily made-up face o She's always 
carefully made-up. 

see also wlade-up at make sth up 

► 'make-up ft [U] substances that people put on 
their eyes, lips and face to make themselves 
more attractive, or that actors, etc. use: to put on 
your make-up o a make-up bag 

hi see also make-up at make sth up 
.make ’up; .make It 'up (with sb) (BrE) to end a 
quarrel or a dispute with sb; Let ? s kiss and make 
up. 0 He's made it up with his parents. 

& v + adv ♦ v + rt + adv 


.make Sth 'up 1 to invent sth, often in order to 
deceive sb: He was making up stories for the chil¬ 
dren. 0 She made up an excuse for being late, o 
Did you think I was making it all up?W£H story, 
excuse EEH3 It is much more common to say 
make up a story than invent a story 2 .make up 
sth to form a particular part of sth: Rice makes 
up a large part of their diet, o Women make up 
55 % of the student population. account for 

sth; constitute sth (formal) 3 .make *up sth, 
.make ft/them 'up to put sth together from sev¬ 
eral different things: the cultures and races that 
make up the nation o The course is made up of 
five modules. M) constitute sth; be com¬ 
posed of sth (formal) n A noun must always 
follow up, but a pronoun comes between the verb 
and up. see also consist of sth/sb, consist of 
dojnc; sth 4 to complete sth, especially a num¬ 
ber or an amount: We need- one more player to 
make up a team. 5 to replace sth that has been 
lost: We need to make up lost time, o He was late 
for work but he made the time up the following 
day. 6 to prepare sth; to make sth ready to use; 
The pharmacist made up the prescription (= the 
medicine), o She made up a basket of food for the 
pienk. 0 The bed's already made up. In 
informal spoken language make sb up sth is 
also used; Can you make us up a packed lunch? 

& v+adv + n + v +n/pron + adv 

2v + adv+n 

3 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
Q2E make up your mind to decide sth: I like both 
dresses — 7 can't make up my mind. 0 Have you 
made up your minds where to go for your honey¬ 
moon? 0 You ’ll never persuade h im to stay ■ h is 
mind’s made up (~ he has definitely decided to 
go), o Come on — it’s make your mind up time! 

► made-'up adj invented; not true or real: It was 
a true story, not a made-up one. 

see also made-up at make up, make sb/sth up, 
MAKE YOURSELF UP 

► make-up n 1 the different things, people, qual¬ 
ities, etc, that combine to form something; 
Aggression is part of our genetic make-up. 0 The 
country* has a complicated ethnic make-up. 2 
(AmE) a school test that you were not present for 
and that you take later: The make-up will be on 
Friday. 0 a make-up test 

see also make-up at make up, make sb/sth up, 

MAKE YOURSELF UP 

.make 'up for sth; .make up for doing sth 

to do or prov ide sth good to balance or reduce the 
effects of sth bad: I bought myself a new dress to 
make up for not getting the job. 0 After two years 
in prison he's now making up for lost time {= 
doing the things he was not able to do while he 
was in prison). 

MS) compensate (for sth) (moreformal) 

^ v + adv + prep 





make up for 


lg2 


.make up for sth; .make it up to &b (infor¬ 
mal) to do sth good for sb because you have 
treated them badly or because they have done 
sth good for you: An apology won't make up for 
the way you've behaved, o He said he teas sorry 
and promised to make it up to her. o You 've done 
me a real favour—I don‘t know how to make it up 
to you. 

$ v ♦ adv * prep ♦ v * it > adv + prep 

.make up to sb(Br£, informal, disapproving)to 
be pleasant to sb in order to get an advantage for 
yourself: He's always making up to the boss. 

HY^> kiss up to sb (AmE), suck up to sb 
v + adv ■+ prep 

map /msp/ (-pp-) 

map sth 'out to plan or arrange sth in detail; Eve 
mapped out a route for you. o She felt as though 
her future had been mapped out for her 

EI3 future, route, strategy, plan 

v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v ♦ n ♦ adv (rare) 

march /meet/; AmEma:rtH 

.march 'on 1 to continue marching; to continue 
walking quickly; / tried to speak to her but she 
just marched on. 2 to move on or pass quickly: 
Time marched on and we still hadn't finished. 

IsuBJI tlmfl 
4 * v* adv 

march on sth to march to a place in order to 
attack it or make a protest: Demonstrators 
marched on the American embassy. 
v^prep 

.march past: .march ’past sb/sth (of sol¬ 
diers) to march past an important person or 
building: At 11 o'clock the army began to march 
past. 

v*adv ♦ v* prep 

► march past n a ceremony in which soldiers 
formally march past an Important person, etc 

mark /maik; AmE mairk/ 

.mark sb/sth 'down to reduce the marks given 
to sb in an examination, etc: She was marked 
down for poor spelling, 

n/pron♦ adv * v + adv+n 

.mark Sth 'down 1 to reduce the price of sth: A// 
goods have been marked down by 15%. 5ISD 
reduce sth 2 to write something down; to make 
a note of something for future action: The 
teacher had marked me down as absent, o The 
council had the old square marked down for new 
development. 

v ■+ n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 

► 'markdown n a reduction in price: a markdown 
of 12% 


mark sb ’down as Sth (BrE) to consider sb a 
particular type of person: 7 had him marked 
down as a promising player from the start. 

<£► v * n/pron ♦ adv ♦ prep 
.mark sb/sth 'off (BrE) =mark sb/sth out 
.mark sth 'off 1 to separate sth by marking a line 
between it and sth else: We've marked the playing 
area off with a white line. 2 to write or draw a 
mark beside a name or an item on a list, for 
example, for a particular reason: The students 1 
want to see are marked off on the list. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v * adv ♦ n 
.mark sb/sth 'out (BrE also .mark sb/sth 'off less 
frequent ) to make sb or sth different from other 
people or things: There was something about her 
which marked her olu from the other students. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.mark Sth 'out to draw lines to show the edges of 
sth: She marked out a circle on the ground. 
v ♦ adv + n « v + n/pron -r adv 
.mark Sth 'up 1 to increase the price of sth: 
Shares were marked up by 8%. 2 to mark or cor¬ 
rect a text: The text had already been marked up 
with conections (= for printing). 

□SO Mark sth up is often used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'mark-up n [usually sing.) the difference 
between the cost of producing sth and the price 
it is sold at 

marry /'maeri/(marries, marrying, married, 
married) 

.marry bo'neath you/yourself to marry sb 
who belongs to a lower social class than your 
own: She thought her son was marrying beneath 
him. 

v + prep ♦ pron 

.marry into Sth to become a part of a family or a 
group because you have married sb who belongs 
to it: She married into a wealthy family. 

family, aristocracy 

^ v + prep 

.marry sb 'off (to sb) (disapproving) to get rid of 
a daughter or a son by finding a husband or wife 
for them: He had married his daughter qff to a 
man twice her age. 

<f>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.marry 'up; .marry sth 'up (with sth) (BrE) 1 to 
join up or connect successfully; to make two 
things or two parts do this: The two halves of the 
structure didn't many up. o He couldn't marry 
up the two pans of the lock. 2 to match; to make 
two things match: The two versions of the story 
don’t quite marry up. o The lawyers couldn’t 
marry up her story with the facts. 
v * edv ♦ v ♦ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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Phrasal verbs 

Sometimes when you meet a multi-word verb, you can understand the meaning if 
you understand the verb and particle individually. For example, one meaning of 
put down is to place something somewhere: jack put the books down on the table. 
But what does it mean in the following sentence? She 's always putting people down. 
It does not mean that she places people somewhere, but that she is always 
criticizing them. When you see a verb followed by a particle but you cannot 
understand the meaning in the context from the meaning of the verb and the 
particle, you have found an idiomatic phrasal verb. 

If you find other combinations of verbs and particles which seem to have a different 
meaning from the verb used on its own, this is likely to be a type of phrasal verb too. 
Verbs which are always followed by the same particle are another type. (For more 
information on the types of phrasal verbs found in this dictionary, look at page vi). 

It is useful to learn these combinations of verbs and particles as a chunk of language. 

It is also essential to learn the context the verb usually appears in. For example, put 
down in the sense of criticize is used with a person or people as the object. 


Recording Phrasal Verbs 

The first thing you need to do is to 
find ways of recording the phrasal 
verbs you meet. It is a good idea to 
have a separate section for them in 
your vocabulary book. You should 
record the verb, its meaning and 
an example sentence to help you 
remember the context. Look at the 
example in the box. 

You could also record a translation 
in your own language but you must 
make sure the context is the same. 


verb meaning 

drop off to fall asleep, often when 

you don't intend to 

example: He usually drops off in 

front of the television. 

mess around to do unimportant things 
rather than e.g. your work 
example: He failed his exams 

because he was messing 
around instead of studying. 


The position of objects 

If the verb has an object, it is useful 
to record the possible positions of 
the object. In this dictionary you 
will find this information about 
each verb after the definitions and 
examples. You can record the 
information as it is given in the 
dictionary, or by putting examples 
in your notebook. 


try out to test something 

v+n/pron+adv, v+adv+n 

examples: She tried out the new recipe on 
her children. 

She tried the new recipe out on 
her children. 


Or you could record the verb as: try sth out, try out sth Remember that when the 
object is a pronoun, it must come between the verb and the particle: She tried it out 
on the children. 


Collocations 

Many phrasal verbs are typically used with particular nouns. It is a good idea to 
record these. This will help you with context and accuracy, e.g. 


to find out informati 
to work out a solutio 
to phase in changes 
to make up a story 



to fill in a document or. fort 


You can use the common subjects or objects given in the dictionary to help you 
do this. 


Organizing Phrasal Verbs 

When you record the verbs there are ways of organizing them that may make them 
easier to remember. 


0 Organizing by particles j n j 0 

The particles which appear with entering: break into, get into, check info, 

phrasal verbs often have a general crowd into 

meaning of their own, which can changing: grow into, turn into, make into 

help you to understand the meaning persuading: talk into, pull into, draw info 

of the whole verb. For example, one 

leaning of the particle over is 'considering, thinking about or examining* and this 
can help you to understand verbs like look over , talk over, go over , think over, read 
over. The particle up is the most common particle with phrasal verbs but it has 
several meanings e.g. 'increasing*, ‘improving*, ‘preparing’, ‘completing and 
finishing*. Therefore, you should try and record verbs under all these separate 
meanings. Look at the examples for the particle into above: 

b Organizing by meaning groups 


Sometimes it can help you to 
remember verbs if you record them 
in meaning (or semantic) groups. 
This is because these verbs often 
appear together in the same context, 
for example 'feelings’, ‘travel', ‘crime*. 
This means that when you need to 
talk or write about a particular 
situation you will have all the verbs 
you may need together. For example: 


feelings: to get carried away; to open up; 
to fail out; to fall for; to get on 
with 

Travel: to take off; to set off; to check in; 

to touch down; to stop over 
Crime: to get away with; to break into; to 
take in; to track down 


c Organizing by opposites 


turn up/tum down switch onfswitch off pass out/come round 

break upfget together go awayfcome back bring forward/put back 


d Organizing by different meanings and patterns for the same verb 

For example: make up 

to make up - to put on mate-up (lipstick, eye-shadow, etc) 

to make something up - to invent a story 

to make up with somebody - to become friends again after an argument 

to make up something - to form or compose a thing 

to make up your mind - to decide from a number of possibilities 

e Organizing three-word verbs 

You may want to record together the verbs that are followed by an adverb and a 
preposition. For example: 

to cut back on to catch up on to go along with to stand in for 

to feel up to to come in for to get round to to look back on 

to run out of to get on with to look forward to to take over from 

NB However you organize your verbs, it is essential that you record them in the same way 
that is with their meaning and context. 

Learning Phrasal Verbs 

These are some ideas for self-study that may help you to learn and remember 
phrasal verbs. 

i Try to read m English, especially informal writing such as tabloid newspapers and 
novels, and underline all the phrasal verbs you find. Check their meaning in your 
dictionary and make a note in your vocabulary book as suggested above. 

ii Learn the verbs in organized groups (as suggested on p S22-25) rather than 
randomly. Constantly look bock through your vocabulary book - familiarity and 
repetition help you to learn more effectively. 

iit Think of a particle and then try and list the different 'meanings’ that the particle 
has. When you have done this, see how many verbs you con list under each 
meaning. You con olso do this exercise with a friend. If you can learn the 
meanings of the particles, it will help you to understand new verbs you come 
across. The Guide to Particles at the back of the dictionary will help you with this. 

iv Look at the verbs you have recorded in meaning groups. Try to learn all the verbs, 
then in your head or in writing, make up a story using as many of the verbs as 
possible. These 'stories 1 will help you to remember the context for the verbs. 

Try this with a friend. Tell each other stories and correct each other if necessary. 

v Write down ten example sentences of phrasal verbs That you want to learn. Then 
on another piece of paper write down a translation in your own language. 

Underline the verb in your language. One week later, take out your translated 
sentences. Look at the underlined verb and try to remember what the phrasal 
verb equivalent is in English. This will help you to 'think’ in phrasal verbs, rather 
than using a more formal translation from your language. 


>5 Phrasal Verb or Single Word? 


Phrasal verbs are often the usual way of expressing something in everyday language. 
A single word which means the same is often more formal. Look at this description 
ol an excursion from a printed brochure; 

in r I t The coach will depart at 09.00. Leaving the city, it will ascend 
mm the mountain passes to reach the temple at 10.30. A local 

guide will conduct the tour and will answer any questions that arise. Visitors will not 
be admitted unless they are wearing suitable clothing, and will be expected to rem ove 
their shoes before entering the temple. The group will return via the ‘Lost Valley’, 
where lunch will be provided for those who have requested it. 


Now look at this letter, 
which Penny wrote to 
her friend when she got 
hack from her holiday. 
In this letter the words 
that are underlined in 
the brochure text 
would be too formal. 
Use a form of one of 
each of the phrasal 
verbs in the box to fill 
the gaps in her letter; 

ask for come back 
come up get to 
go in go up lay on 
let in set off 
show round take off 


for me, the highlight of the whole holiday was the trip to the 

temple. We _ at nine in the morning and 

were soon ,_ _ . some hair-raising fy steep roads. 

We i_ the temple about half ten. We had to 

wear long-sleeved fops and long trousers or they wouldn't 

have _ us _ Of course, we had to - 

our shoes _ before we - the temple, 

too . A local guide __ us _ which wm 

good, because lots of questions - 

about how we were supposed to behave, and about the history 
of the place. The temple itself ms absolutely breathtaking, but 

that wasn't the best thing because we -.—- 

through what they call the 'Lost Valley'. Lunch was 

_ for the people wbo'd - 

it but we'd taken a packed lunch with us and we agreed that 
it ms the most spectacular picnic spot we'd ever seem f 


Recording phrasal verbs 

Here are some suggestions for your own vocabulary records. 


Verb 

position of 
pronoun/object 

meaning 

synonym/ 

translation 

related noun 

set off 


start on a 
journey 

depart (frnl) 

(parti re) 

departure 

go up 

go up sth 

climb 

ascend (frnl) 
(scendere) 

ascent 

take off 

take sth off 
take off sth 

when you are too 
hot you - your 
jumper 

remove (frnl) 
(togliere) 

removal 


photocopidble 
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S6-7 Are You a Natural Born Student? 


Some people are born to study, others just think it's a bore. Here's a quiz for you to try 
to find which category you are in. First you'll need to complete the questions by 
choosing a verb from the box on the left to make a phrasal verb (you may need to 
change the form of the verb). The first one has been done for you. Then try the quiz. 
For each question tick the letter that best applies to you. The questions are written to 
someone who has finished school, so if you are still at school you will need to imagine 
the questions are in the present tense. You can check the completed questions on page 
372 before you start the quiz. 

1 At school 

A did teachers always on you and_you off 

for no reason? _ 

B did kids who_around in class annoy you? _ 

C did you ever get_back for extra study? _ 

2 When you are given an essay to do, do you 

A -on with it straight away and finish it early? _ 

B -— off starting it until the last possible moment? __ 

C do some work on it immediately then_it aside 

for a while? _ 

hand ® How Y ou 9° about writing the essay? Do you 

jot A —-down some notes then write if and_it in? _ 

plan B do it in rough first and then ___it out neatly or 

type __it up? _ 

wr ite C -if out carefully then write and edit it? _ 

beaver 4 °° /au 

get A work steadily and_through your exams? _ 

sail B -through your exams despite_away all year? , 

scrape C just do enough to_by? _ 

5 When you do an exam, do you 

A -through if and_it in early? _ 

B --over each question carefully before _____ on to 

the next one? _ 

C answer all the questions then_through your 

answers? _ 

read ^ If you're reading a newspaper article in English, do you 
come reach for your English dictionary 

look A as soon as you_across a word you don't know? _ 

B only to-up a word whose meaning you can't guess? _ 

C only after you've_through the article once without 

a dictionary? _ 


rattle 

go 

check 

hand 

move 
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7 Which of these methods is the best if you want to speak 
good English? 

A _up for evening classes? — 

B __ away your books and find someone to talk with 

in English? - 

C _up on vocabulary every night? — 

When you had to stay off school when you were younger, 

A did you study while you were sick in order not to- 

behind? — 

B were you just happy to hove_out of lessons? -—- 

C did you borrow a friend's notes and_them up? — 

When you had homework did you 

A do it as well as you could? —- 

B _it down as quickly as possible? — 

C _a friend into letting you copy theirs at the last minute? — 

When you had a week of exams coming up did you 

A _out a revision timetable in plenty of time? — 

B _up the subject the night before each exam? —- 

C just take it easy and hope easy questions_up? — 

11 If there's a quiz on TV do you 

A _over to something more interesting? __ 

B _out an answer quickly, even if you're not sure? _ 

C get annoyed if the answer doesn't_to you quickly? _ 

12 What do you like to do on a long train journey? 

A _out and gaze out of the window? — 

B buy a paper and_up on the news? — 

C _down with a good book? — 

Now check your score on page 372, 

20-24 points: You were born to study. You are the type of student teachers love. 

Remember to relax sometimes! 

14-19 points: You don't mind studying and you aren't frightened of exams, but sometimes 
you need a little push in the right direction. 

9-13 points: You can force yourself to study if you absolutely have to, but there are 

other things that you'd much rather be doing. 

0-8 points: lazybones! Studying is as natural to you as breathing air is to a fish! 

If you are working in class, discuss your answers to the quiz with other students and 
give each other advice about how to improve your study methods. For example: 

‘You should took up words you don't know in the dictionary‘You shouldn't have 
messed around in class'. 


switch 

shout 

come 


settle 

chill 

catch 



throw 

sign 

swot 
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S8-9 Sport 


If you enjoy sport, you will meet many of the phrasal verbs that are used to describe 
different sports. 

Here are three extracts from a sports bulletin. Complete the extracts with phrasal 
verbs, using either a verb from the box on the left or a particle from the box on the 
right in each gap. You will need to change the form of the verb in some cases. Use 
your dictionary to help you if you need to. The first one has been done for you. 


bring 

end 

play 

rule 

send 


[i 


ootball, and tonight's match in the European Cup 

ended in controversy after Italy came fact _from 

2-0 down to beat Spain. At 2-2, the Italian goalkeeper 

Alberti appeared to_ down Rojas, the Spanish 

centre forward. As the Spanish players appealed 

_a penalty, the Italians_ on and 

broke _ 

was then__ 

Italy_ up fortunate winners, but their 

goalkeeper picked _a hand injury and has 

been__ out of the next, two games. 


to score. The Spanish captain Martin 
for arguing with the referee. 


away 

back 

for 

off 

up 


catch 

drop 

hold 

urge 


0 he Tokyo marathon has been won by Takeshi 

Saito of Japan.__ on by the home crowd, 

Saito forged _after just 5 kilometres and 

built up a 2-minute lead. The chasing runners did not 

give _, and gradually reduced the lead. The hot 

weather and the fast pace caused several leading 

athletes to__ out . Saitos recent training in 

the Sahara desert paid _as he_ off the 

strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel Nyanga, who 

_ up with 5 kilometres to go, Then fell _ 

in the final kilometre. 


ahead 

back 

off 

up 


go 

C"jennis, and the unseeded Sofia Adamou of Greece 

hold 

Mhas beaten Russia's Irena Markova in three sets to 

knock 

to the final of the French Open. Adamou 

pick 

said afterwards. Tve never up such a 

settle 

tough opponent. Before I came here I thought Td get 

take 

out in the first round, but now Tve got a 

come 

chance of winning.” Adamou, who only 


the sport four vears ago. will up a 


cheque for $100,000. The loser will have to 


for just $50,000 ! 


against 

through 

up 


Further practice 

Now cover the left-hand page and match the definitions on the left with the phrasal 
verbs from the extracts on the right. One has been done for you as an example. 


1 to reach a situation that you did not expect to be in 

a come back 

2 to continue to play 

b bring sb down 

3 to return or recover ^ 

-c end up 

4 to make it impossible for somebody to do something 

d play on 

5 to escape from somebody who is keeping you somewhere 

e break away 

6 togetsth 

f send sb off 

7 to make somebody leave the field because they have 
broken the rules 

g appeal for sth 

8 to make somebody fall to the ground 

h pick sth up 

9 to make an urgent request for sth 

i rule sb out of sth 



1 to make progress quickly 

a urge sb on 

2 to stop taking part in an activity 

b forge ahead 

3 to defeat a person or a team so that they cannot 
continue in the competition 

c give up 

4 to encourage somebody 

d dropout 

5 to fail to stay with people at the front in a race 

e pay off 

6 to start to do a new activity 

f hold sth off 

7 to accept something that is not quite what you wanted 

g catch up 

8 to reach somebody ahead of you by going faster 
than them 

h fall back 

9 to stop trying to do something 

i go through 

10 to face somebody or something difficult 

j come up against 
sb/sth 

11 to resist an attack by an opponent 

k knock sb out 

12 to be successful and bring the results that you want 

1 take sth up 

13 to pass to the next stage of a competition 

m pick sth up 

14 to obtain or win sth 

n settle for sth 
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Have you noticed how many phrasal verbs are used in computing? Try this crossword 
to see how many you know. Use the dictionary to help you if you need to. 

Use a verb from the top box and a particle from the lower box to complete each 
sentence. The missing word{s) can be a verb, an adjective or a noun. The solid lines 
in the crossword show the divisions between words. 



Down 

1 -the link below to visit 

our website. 

2 Select ‘options' from the 
-menu. 

3 The printer didn't work because I’d 

forgotten to_it_! 

4 I stuck a_of the 

email on the wait. 

6 Close all programs before you 
-your computer, 

7 You can-your photos 

and email them to friends, 

9 -vital documents on 

floppy disk to avoid losing them if 
your system crashes. 

10 The computer sometimes takes ages 

to-when I turn it on. 

11 You’ll need a password to ____ 


Across 

5 You can download various 

-s that allow your 

existing software to do even more 
things. 

8 A teenager managed to 

-the bank’s main 

database, 

12 I hope the computer doesn’t 

-again or I’ll 

never finish this work. 

13 -the page until you 

find the item you want. 

14 -your password and 

press ‘enter’. 

15 If you click on the right mouse 

button a_menu will 

appear. 


The language used to talk about computers is often quite informal. Look out 
for phrasal verbs used in a figurative or creative way, such as ‘crank up a search 
engine’ {- start it working) or 1 wander around the web’; and keep an eye out 
for invented combinations, such as *browsing off (= starting to browse). 
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Phrasal verbs are not necessarily informal. The ones on this page, for example, could 
appear in a text book or a magazine article on the environment. 

Use your environmental knowledge and your phrasal verb dictionary to help you 
complete this exercise. Match the heads and tails of the sentences, then write the 
completed sentences in a logical order under the appropriate heading. The first one 
has been done for you. 

the soil and end up in rivers and lakes, 
when fossil fuels are burned, 
the oxygen in the water, and fish die. 

heat that should escape into space, 
the nitrates and multiplies uncontrollably. 


The Greenhouse Effect 



2. ....... 

3___-_ 

Algae 

1 ____ 

2 _-_ 

3 _ 

Some species of animals and plants lose 
their habitat and die 

Less carbon dioxide is soaked 
Some areas turn 
Too many trees are burnt or cut 

Deforestation 

1 _ 

2 _ 

3 __ 

4 _ 

If you are studying for an exam and the environment is a topic you need to know, you 
may find it useful to record these phrasal verbs together in your vocabulary notebook. 
Add a definition and an example. Use the dictionary to help you record some 
information about the grammar of the verbs. 


down ' 
into desert. 

a P _ by trees, which adds to global warming. 
out 


The algae uses 
Temperatures on earth go 
Algae feeds 

Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse 
gases are given . 

Nitrates from fertilizers soak 
Greenhouse gases soak 


through 
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Some phrasal verbs are used more commonly in newspapers, etc. than in other 
kinds of writing. Look at these headlines and make sure that you understand the 


phrasal verbs in them. 

0 M 

Manager steps down 
after cup disaster 

0 PRESIDENT FLIES 
IN FOR TALKS 


ROBBINS BOWS OUT 
AFTER 10 YEARS 
ON COUNCIL 

^INFLATION SHOOTS UP 


0 UNIONS TAKE ON 
MANAGEMENT OVER 
NEW SHIFTS 




J GOVERNMENT CLIMBS 
DOWN OVER NEW ROAD 


Stars whisM 
* t o honeymoon 
hideaway 


: President aims to 

win back voters 

^DEMOCRATS CALL 
FOR TOUGHER 
SENTENCING 

m 

United Romp Ahead 


Try to guess what the stories might be about. If you are working in class, discuss 
your ideas with a partner. Then answer the questions below to match the headlines 
with the subject of the article that they go with. 


1 Which headline goes with an article about somebody travelling to an important 
meeting? 

2 Which reports that somebody was taken to a secret destination? 

3 Which two headlines talk about somebody resigning? 

4 Which headline refers to reports about the start of fighting? 

5 Which article is about somebody trying to win an election? 

6 Which is a report on rising prices? 

7 Which comes from a sports report about a team winning a game easily? 

8 Which headline is about people wanting new punishments? 

9 Which article reports that somebody has changed their mind about something? 

10 Which report is about events that are happening in a tense situation? 


Further practice 

On your own 

When you see English newspapers, look for phrasal verbs in the headlines. In your 
vocabulary notebook, keep a record of any you find. 


Class activity 

Look through some English newspapers and find headlines containing phrasal verbs. 
Cut out the headlines with the articles. In groups, cut the headlines from your 
articles and mix them all up. Put the headlines and the articles in an envelope. Pass 
your envelope to another group. Their task is to try to match the headlines with the 
articles. Do the same for the headlines and articles in the envelope you receive. 
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SI 3 Phrasal Verbs in Business 


The story of a company 

Here is the outline history of Hal! Motors. Fill in the missing particles and follow the 

rise and fall of this (fictional!} company. Use the phrasal verbs dictionary to help you. 

1888 Frank Hall designs and builds tbe ‘Hall safety cycle’ in his back yard. The design 

really catches _and Hall soon has to take _five workers to help him 

produce bicycles. 

1902 Hall, who now has o workforce of 50, teams _with his cousin Jack, a motor 

mechanic, and they build their first car. They set _‘Hall Motors' and sell 

_the bicycle side of the business. 

1906 Hail Motors is the country’s second biggest car manufacturer, turning _ 

20 cars a week. 

1945 Frank Hall dies and his son Bill takes _the company. 

1954 The company sees a market for a light 4-wheel drive vehicle, and comes _ 

_the extremely successful ‘Trail Ranger’. 

1963 Hall Motors revolutionizes the design of the small car with the ‘Townie’. Sales take 
_immediately, bringing _record profits. 

1969 The company buys _its main rivals, Wallace Cars and Ryder-Pratt. 

1974 Workers at the Leeds plant walk _in protest at the latest pay offer, sparking 

_several years of management-union unrest. 

1987 The company just manages to ovoid being swallowed _by American Motors, 

and announces healthy profits for the first time in many years. Thing seem to have 
turned _. 

1992 Hall Motors’ market shore has been gradually worn _by cheaper foreign 

imports. With sales falling _as quickly as debts mount _, the company 

seems set to go _, but is bailed ._by a last-minute government loan. 

1999 As sales continue to decline, Europe Motors takes _the company, announcing 

that its aim is to break even within two years. After investing heavily in new models, 

Europe Motors is caught _as the value of the pound shoots _, causing 

exports to plunge. The decision is taken to wind _Hall Motors. 

2000 6000 workers are laid _as the last remaining Hall Motors plant closes 

Further practice 

1 Sort the phrasal verbs above into three groups according to whether you feel 
their meaning is positive, negative or neutral. 


4* 

- 

+i~ 

catch on 

dost down 

team up 


2 Research and write 10 important dates in the history of a famous real company, 
using these and/or other phrasal verbs. 
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Using this Dictionary 

Phrasal verbs are especially common in informal language, but it is important to 
know whether a phrasal verb is informal or not to help you use it more appropriately. 

■ at the dictionary entry below and notice how information on the formality 
of the phrasal verb is given: 


.chuck sth a way (BrE. informal) 1 to not make 
good use of sth; to waste sth: She’s chucking, all 
her money away on presents for him. <> It’s too 
good an opportunity to chuck away 2 (also 
.chuck sth 'out) to throw sth away because you 
no longer want or need it: We chucked the old sofa 
away, o Don’t chuck yesterday’s paper out. I still 
haven’t done the crossword. 

MD throw sth away 
<3>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


■ Look up the following phrasal verbs in your dictionary and complete the table 
on the right. 

a boot sb out f put sb down 
b provide for sth g tune out 
c turn up h attend to sb/ 

d barge into sb sth 
e throw sth aside 

Practice 

■ Read the following email from Helen to her friend Katy. Underline all the phrasal 
verbs that you can find. One has been done for you, there are 10 others: 




Message: Hi 1 Katy 

I haven’t heard from you for a while so I thought I’d take a break from 
work and write. I’m desperately trying to swot up for my exams at the 
moment - you know I had to retake them, after messing up so badly in 
June. So 1 spend my days beavering away at my desk, and my evenings 
vegging out in front of the television. Very unhealthy and very boring! 

Anyway, how are you? How is the course going? Are they making you 
work hard? I’m sure you'll breeze through it! 

M Simon came to see me the other day He seemed very well - he was 
jabbering away about his job for ages and telling me how wonderful it is. 
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B last time I spoke to him he was going to jack it all in and 
1 Nick’s doing pretty well too - he’s swanning around 
undies every other day while I’m stuck here. It’s not fair! 
my own fault for mucking around last year when \ should 
ig. 

I to Brighton soon? Don’t forget to look me up if you are. 

Kl stay for a couple of days after my exams. It will be good to 
after so long. What do you think? Phone or email me, OK? 

■ Now write one of the phrasal verbs from the email next to the definitions below 
according to its meaning. One has been done for you. 


a work very hard (at sth) 

b study very hard, especially when you are preparing for an exam 
c go from one place to another feeling pleased with yourself 
d speak or talk quickly in an excited way 
e visit or contact sb when you are in the place where they live 
f find out about things that have happened to somebody 
g stop doing, sth, especially your job 
h succeed in sth very easily 
i relax in a lazy way and do very little 
j do sth very badly 

k behave in a silty way, especially when you should be working or 
doing sth else 



■ Replace all the unnecessary information (in italics) with one phrasal verb from the 
box, remembering to change the verb into the correct form. The first one has 
been done for you. 

level with you 

a OK t tftteffyovr the way: I'm afraid we’re not able to accept 
your proposals at this time. 

b Greg was ail ready to do the bungee jump, but at the last moment he decided not 
to do it because he was afraid . 

c We’re going to visit the new bar in town to see if ifs any good. Would you tike to come? 

d Dinner? I haven’t had time to go the shops, but I guess 111 be able to provide 
something quickly and without planning. 

e Our class was really behind the others, so we did the last three chapters very quickly. 

f I don’t like watching horror movies - they make m efeel really shocked and scared. 

g He’s usually pretty quick, but it took him ages to understand what I meant 
without being told directly. 

h As soon as I asked her about her family, she just refused to speak because she 
didn't want to talk about it. 


freak out cotton on chicken out “tevef-wi-th- check out rustle up 
whip through dam up 
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SI6—17 Using Phrasal Verbs in Writi ng 


The following verbs are often used in essays and reports and are slightly more 
formal than the majority of phrasal verbs. The verbs are listed below together with 
the context in which they typically appear in a piece of writing. 


1 refer to 

a particular subject 

9 write down 

the information 

2 report back 

to a person or 

10 file away 

the documents 


committee about 

11 go through 

a fist or plan 


something 

12 set out 

the reasons why 

3 enlarge upon 

a problem 


something should 

4 put forward 

a suggestion 


be done 

5 draw up 

a plan or proposal 

13 edit out 

any unnecessary 

6 consist of 

several sections 


information 

7 point out 

an important piece 

14 deal with 

a topic or idea 


of information 

15 account for 

why something 

8 sum up 

the main points 


happened 


discussed 



Exercise 1 


Read the following extract from a report and replace the underlined words with the 
phrasal verbs listed below. 


1 his report 1 c oncern s the delivery services we wish to expand for our clients. 
Our market research company has already 2 given the info rmation to the 
marketing department on their recent research. The main points of this 
information will be 3 give n in a series of short reports for the committee to 
examine in their own time. 

The marketing department has now 4 made a plan of action for increasing our 
deliver}’ service. The Managing Director has 5 ~ looke d at this carefully and given it 
his approval. Essentially it 6 presents three suggestions for discussion and Expl ains 
the reasons why we should consider a slow rather than a rapid expansion. 

This report summarizes those reasons and 8 is_in three parts: (a) it 9 gives 
mor e details abo ut the difficulties we have had with recruiting staff, (b) it 
10 explains why our delivery service had problems last month, (c) it 11 briefly 
discusse s the problems caused by rising inflation... 


consists of gone through summed up deals with 

puts forward drawn up refers to sets out 

enlarges upon reported back accounts for 

Exercise 2 

Now write your own report using as many of the phrasal verbs above as possible. 
Imagine you have been studying English at a college in Britain and the Principal has 
asked you to write a short report explaining what you enjoyed about the course, 
discussing any problems you had and suggesting some improvements for next year. 
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Below is a short list of what you may have liked and another list of some problems. 
g emem p er to explain in the introduction what your report is about and to finish with 
your suggestions. There is a sample answer in the key (at the back of the dictionary). 

Good points Problems 

■ enjoyed lessons ■ expensive cafeteria 

n helpful teachers ■ not enough books in library 

■ meeting other students ■ boring trips and visits 

Exercise 3 

In the sentences below, choose the best verb to fill the gap. 

1 This document__the brochures you were sent earlier this week. 

a consists of b refers to c accounts for 

2 It is important to_that our prices have been reduced. 

a set out b sum up c point out 

3 The director would like you to__the list carefully and check the figures. 

a go through b draw up c deal with 

4 The secretary reported that the papers had been-in the wrong order. 

a filed away b accounted for c put forward 

5 It is useful to_all the important points in a presentation. 

a draw up b writedown c edit out 

6 it is essential to_the main points discussed in your report. 

a put forward b file away c sum up 

7 This afternoon the MD will_- on our success in the new markets. 

a sum up b write down c report back 

8 The presentation will_the issue of customer complaints. 

a deal with b account for c point out 

Formal verbs 

You will find many other verbs marked formal in this dictionary. Many of them have 
the pattern v + n/pron + prep and are often used in the passive. To ascribe sth to 
$h> to preface sth by/with sth , to refer sbfsth to sb/sth are examples of these. 

Other formal verbs are reflexive and have the pattern v + pron + prep. Examples 
are to address yourself to sth, to avail yourself of sth and to dissociate yourself 
from sth. 

You may not always recognize them as 'phrasal verbs’, but they must always be used 
in these patterns. They are often used in business or in spoken or written news 
reports. If you are studying at university or college, you may meet them in academic 
textbooks or journals. If you meet verbs like this, keep a note of them, with their 
patterns and an example, in your vocabulary book. 
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Forming the passive 

Notice the word order of the passive phrasal verbs: 

Active You’ll need to write down the details. = Verb + particle + Object 

or Did you write the details down? = Verb + Object + Particle 

Passive The details will need to be written down. Auxiliary verb *to be* + 
The details weren’t written down correctly. = Verb (Past Participle) + 
Have they been written down? Particle . 

Transitive and intransitive verbs 

Verbs can be used either without an object, (intransitive), for example sleep: 

I slept th e- night . I slept for 8 hours . 

or with an object, (transitive), for example read in the sentence: 

She's reading the newspaper. 

Combinations of verbs and particles can be used in the same way: 
sit dawn (intransitive): / sat down. 
put sth on (transitive): / put on my coat. I put my coat on. 
rely on sb/sth (transitive): You can rely on me. 

Exercise 1 

Which of the following verbs + particles have an object and which do not? 

1 He likes to stand out in the crowd. last minute. 

2 I’m looking for a new job. 5 I didn’t get the job - they turned 

3 Turn off the TV if you don’t want to down my application. 

watch it. 6 Do you think the sun will come out 

4 Our holiday plans fell through at the this afternoon? 

We can divide the transitive verbs + particles into two further groups: 

■ those where the verb can be separated from its particle (separable) 

■ those where the verb and particle must occur next to each other (inseparable) 

In this dictionary, this information is shown in the grammar patterns following the verbs. 
Sort sth out is separable: 


S 111 sort out the accommodation. 
v+adv+n 

/ 111 sort the accommodation out. 
v+n/pron+adv 

But jump at sth is inseparable: 

S I’d jump at the chance to study abroad. 

X I’d jump the chance at to study 

v+prep 

abroad. 


Exercise 2 

Now divide the verbs that have objects in 
the sentences above according to their grammar. 
Refer to the dictionary entries if you need help. 
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Exercise 3 

Ihc following sentences contain the same verbs, this time in the passive. Look at the 
table and then answer the question below. 

*/ Passive possible X Passive not possible 

The television must be turned off Jobs have to be looked for very carefully. 

after use. 

My application’s been turned down. 

Which type of verbs can generally be used in the passive? 

Complete this general ‘rule’ using the words ‘ separable ’ or 1 inseparable ': 

_phrasal verbs can generally be used in the passive, whereas- 

phrasal verbs cannot 

However, there are many exceptions! 

The verbs in the following sentences are all separable. 

S Passive possible X Passive not possible 

Can the whole chapter be left out? My meaning just can’t be got across no 

matter how I try. 

The top floor is being made into a We were sat down by the manager 
separate flat. in his office. 

Notes in the dictionary tell you when you cannot use the passive with this type of verb. 
The following sentences all contain inseparable verbs. 

/ Passive possible X Passive not possible 

That remark wasn't called for! The noise will just have to be put up 

He hates being fussed over. with, I'm afraid. 

Can this section be improved on? 

Notes in the dictionary tell you when you can use a passive with verbs of this type. 

Exericse 4 

Some phrasal verbs are often used in the passive. charge sb with hear of sb 
(Again, notes in the dictionary give you this rip sb off mix sb up 

information.) Choose one verb from the box and put ^ek sb out burn sth down 
it into the correct form to complete each sentence: 

1 She's been_shoplifting. 

2 If you carry on like this you’ll be__ of college. 

3 The building was_in the riots, 

4 No one knows where Jerry is. He hasn’t been_since the summer. 

5 The twins look so alike that they are often_. 

6 £10 for this? You’ve been_! 

When you look up a verb in the dictionary, look to see if there is a note about the passive. 
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S20-21 New Phrasal Verbs 


Where do new phrasal verbs come from? 

New phrasal verbs turn up in the language all the time, but where do they come 
from? One answer is of course that new inventions and activities appear and new 
names and verbs are invented to describe them. But in fact, they are not usually 
completely new verbs, but either new combinations of existing verbs and particles, 
or old 1 phrases which have found new uses. 

1 From literal meaning to figurative meaning* 

Plough back originally meant to return a crop that you have grown to the soil. This 
was done to produce more. It is easy to see how this can change to being used 
about reinvesting profits in a business. Sometimes the connection is less obvious. An 
American student may blow off his or her classes (that is, not go to them) - perhaps 
because they seem as unimportant as a fly that you would blow off your face. 

2 New opposites* 

In the past we tended to dress up more for formal occasions, putting on special 
clothes and perhaps jewellery. Today, modem companies often try to foster a more 
creative and relaxed atmosphere by allowing staff to dress down once a week, that 
is, to wear more casual clothes. 

3 New verbs from nouns or adjectives* 

There are enormous possibilities for creating phrasal verbs because they don't have 
to be made from existing verbs. Nouns, too, can turn into verbs and be used with 
particles to make new phrasal verbs. These often come into the language first 
through American English where there seems to be more freedom for words to 
change grammatical class, or through informal spoken language. So from the noun 
luck, instead of getting lucky', we can luck out and cowards (wimps', people who 
have no courage or 'bottle') might wimp out or bottle out. 

4 Adding particles for emphasis* 

Sometimes a simple verb can turn into a phrasal verb without any real change of 
meaning. We now often hear something like ' Professor Jones wifi head up an 
international team .’ where before we would have said that he will head the team, 
and it is difficult to see any reason for this change, except that the particle 'up' 
seems to strengthen the meaning of the verb. 

Task A 

Find phrasal verbs with free, hype, tense, test and drown that are similar to this. 

New phrasal verbs in modern life. 

Business and communication Personal life 

fax out a document work out in the gym veg out with a pizza 

fire off an email chill out and watch TV' and a video 

bump sb off the Internet lighten up pig out on junk food 

You will find other new verbs on other study pages. 

© Oxford University Press 


Being creative 

In addition to forming new verbs in the ways we have looked at, it is also possible to 
form many other combinations of verbs and particles. Think, for example, of all the 
ways that movement can be described. Almost any verb of motion can team up with 
almost any particle. Because we can go back or come back, we can also hurry back, 
amble back or tear back. We can say 1 walked around the town’, so it's also 
possible to say I sauntered around’, or wandered around, or strolled around. If 
you are having a lazy day, perhaps you sit around at home. You might also lie 
around or lounge around. If we want to describe how somebody came in, did they 
sneak in, burst in, creep in or storm in? You can see how using combinations of 
verbs and particles in this way can make your speech and writing more interesting. 

Task B 

Combine a verb from the box on the left with a particle from a box on the right and 
make a verb that might describe one of these things that you might see when you 
are out. If you are working in class, see if your partner can guess which person or 
thing your verb is describing. Then write a sentence for each one. 

a sports car a butterfly 

a boy with his leg in plaster a bee 

a train tourists visiting a palace 

a small child in a park a group of boys going to school 

a teacher going home at the end 
of a long day 



Conclusion 

We live in a fast-changing world and new expressions to describe it can be coined 
faster even than dictionaries can record them! However, we don't need to freak out 
when we meet a new phrasal verb, because we are usually already familiar with one 
or both of the parts when we hear a new addition to English. (The Guide to the 
Particles at the back of the dictionary will give you more information on the wav 
particles are used.) No need, then, to panic - just lighten up and chill out! 
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Combinations of verbs and particles are extremely common in English, especially in 
the spoken language. Many of these verbs appear to have a single-word equivalent 
(a synonym). However, often the single-word equivalent is not used in the same 
context or has a slightly different meaning. For example, it is often said that find out 
means the same as discover, but in fact find out is generally used for facts and 
information, whereas discover can be used for something you are the first person to 
learn about, such as a place or scientific technique. It is therefore essential to learn 
the most frequently used phrasal verbs if you want to understand and speak English 
well Here are some exercises to help you understand and learn the most common. 

Particles 

The following verbs are organized by their particle. You will find more about the 
meanings of the particles in the Guide to the Particles at the back of the dictionary. 

Group A 
Up 

Match the item on the left with the item on the right. 

(i) increasing or improving: 

1 Many people a grow up so fast and soon leave home. 

2 Students b bring up their children to be well-mannered. 

3 Peter, c cheer up when their university exams are over. 

4 Children d hurry up or we will miss the train. 

(ri) completing or finishing: 

1 Add up a the phone - you f ve been talking for ages. 

2 Hangup b early if you want to get to work on time. 

3 Give up c your expenses and give them to my secretary. 

4 Wake up d chocolate if you want to get fit. 

Down 

Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 

(*) failing: turn break let 

1 _down When your car_, it no longer works. 

2 _somebody If somebody__, they don’t do something 

down that you were relying on them to do and you may 

feel disappointed. 

3 _down If you_an invitation, you don’t accept it. 

(ii) movement. b enc j |< ee p jj e put s j t 

1 Every day, at 8pm, we all__down to have dinner together. 

2 If you don't want him to see you, you’d better_your head down, 

3 That bag looks heavy! You can_it down over there. 

4 The coach made us_down and touch our toes. It was quite difficult, 

5 I’m so tired - I’m going to_down on the bed. Wake me up if l fall asleep. 

€> Oxford University Press 


Group B 

Match the item on the left with the item on the right. 

On 

Continuing: 

1 The professor a went on for months until we resolved it. 

2 The customer b keeps on talking to me and interrupting my work. 

3 My boss c carried on talking even though the seminar had finished. 

4 The problem d held on for several minutes then put the phone down. 

Off 

Departing: 

1 Get off a early so you miss the traffic on the motorway. 

2 Go off b the bus at the next stop if you want the city centre. 

3 Run off c on holiday by yourself if you really want to relax. 

4 Set off d and play in the garden - you need some fresh air. 


Group C 

Put the correct verb into the gaps below. 


in 

Entering or arriving: 


break in check in 


come in 


let in 


1 _in When you __somewhere you enter a place, often 

somewhere familiar such as your home or when a friend 
invites you to their house. 

2 _in When you_you register at a hotel or an airport desk. 

3 _ When you_you open the door and allow them 

somebody in to come in. 

4 _in If someone_they enter a building illegally. 


NB Break into and check into mean the same as break in and 
check in but they must be followed by an object. 


Out 

Leaving: 


break come fall get 


1 Some medical treatments can make your hair ___ out. 

2 As I was_out of the car, I fell over. 

3 Several prisoners have_out of jail. 

4 As we_out of the hotel we saw the beach right in front of us. 


Group D - verbs with on adverb and a preposition 

Use the verbs to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 

look forward to get on with hang on to run out of put up with 

1 You should_your baggage at the airport in case it gets stolen. 

2 I’ve been really_meeting your family. 

3 Oh no, we’ve_milk again - will you go to the shop and get some? 

4 I don’t know how you_his temper - you must be very patient. 

5 I_my father very well - we always have a laugh together. 
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Meaning Croups 

The following verbs are organized into meaning groups because certain verbs are 
typically used in particular situations. 

Group 1 

Daily Routine 

Put the following phrasal verbs in the gaps in the text below Remember to use the 
right tense. 

wake up get off look after phone up set off have sth on 

catch up get to come from meet up get back 


I __ a small town outside London and when 1 was younger, most 

days I !2_at about 7a.m., showered and had breakfast. Then, when 

I 9_my coat_1 used to 9!_for school. I got 

the bus and I would _at the stop just before the school. I usually 

f with my friends but often I was late so I would have to run to 

9. _with them. We !]_school before 9a.m. After a long 

day in school I used to I_home at about 4, and if my mother was at 

work I had to J _ray little sister. Most evenings I would ^_my 

best friend and we would chat for ages. I was very happy then. 


Group 2 

Business 

The following is a speech by a Marketing Director to some managers. 

Put the sentences from the speech into the correct order. 

Good morning. 

a Then, when our Finance Director did the figures, he decided that it added up 
to too great an investment for us at this stage, 
b We were hoping that our meeting would lead to a partnership so that we too 
had access to these markets. 

e First of all, I’m sorry this meeting had to be put off until today but I was away 
in Germany last week. 

d I began my visit discussing this and dealing with the negotiations for a 
possible contract. 

e However, my visit was not a success - two important meetings were called 
off so I had no opportunity to speak to the Chief Executive, 
f I also gave out some leaflets to senior managers, which described our products. 

! § I would, however, like to point out to you all that we will be visiting other 

companies in Europe next year and hope this will be more successful, 
h Now, as you know, the company I visited deals in stationery supplies and 
sells their products all over Europe. 

Thank you. 


Opposites 

The following verbs are organized into pairs with their opposites. Match the phrase 
on the right with the phrase on the left. 

1 If we set off early a 

2 You must stand up when the b 

teacher arrives c 

3 Put the box down in the comer d 

4 You've been lying down all day 

5 ! decided to carry on with tennis e 

6 If you’re too hot, take your f 

jumper off 

Multi-Meaning Verbs 

The following verbs have more than one meaning. Complete the pairs of sentences 
with one of the verbs listed below. 

catch up give up meet up pick up take off come out fall out 

1 If you want to _ you will have to run. 

You will have to work hard to _ with the other students. 

2 That shampoo made my hair _ in handfuls. 

I hate to have arguments and _ with my friends. 

3 My little daughter always _ her clothes by herself. 

When the plane _ we will be able to see the fields 

below. 

4 I’m going to _ smoking in the New Year. 

I don’t think the rebels will _ their fight easily. 

5 If she waits by the station, I’ll _ (her) in my car. 

The cat was so light, I could _ (it) with one hand. 

6 The mark on my skirt wouldn’t _ even when I washed it. 

We know that the stars _ at night but we can’t always see 

them. 

7 Do you want to _ for dinner after work? 

I’m so surprised to _ with you here - I haven’t seen 

you for ages. 

Further practice 

You will find more meaning groups on the Are you a Natural Born Student, Sport, 
Computers, Environmental Problems, Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers, and Phrasal 
Verbs tn Business study pages. 


and put a T-shirt on. 

- get up and do something. 
well 1 get back before dark. 

- Ill get someone to pick it up and move 
it later. 

- you can sit down when she has said hello, 
and give up volleyball. It was too much to 
do both. 
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S26 Test Yourself 


Exercise 1 

These are al! verbs that you have studied in the last four pages. Choose the best 
phrasal verb to fill the gaps in the sentences below. 

1 I would love to be able to_my children in the country. 

a grow up b bring up c get up d wake up 

2 I warned them to_, otherwise they would hit their heads. 

a put down b let down c bend down d lie down 

3 The two boys_to the building easily because there was no 

security. 

a came in b broke in c put in d checked in 

4 She was relieved to_of the party - it was so hot in there. 

a run out b come out c get out d break out 

5 He will_leaving the door open - it drives me mad! 

a hold on b go on c keep on d carry on 

6 We were so late, the plane nearly_without us! 

a went off b set off c took off d got off 

7 He_her difficult behaviour even though it made him angry. 

a got on with b put up with c looked forward to d hung on to 

8 I’m going to ask you to_the problem because you know the 

background to it. 

a deal with b point out c deal in d lead to 

9 Give me your blouse and I’ll see if the stain will_ 

o fall out b come out c get out d go out 

Which meaning? 

Exercise 2 

List the following verbs under the meaning of their particle. 

fi) grow up add up hang up bring up give up cheer up shut up 
wake up hurry up 

increasing or improving completing or finishing 


(ii) sit down let down lie down 
break down bend down 

failing 


put down turn down keep down 

movement 


marvel /'ma:vl; (-Ik AmE -1-) 

'marvel at sth to be very surprised or impressed 
by sb/sth: Everyone marvelled at his courage, o 
Massimo marvelled at how quickly he. had got 
used to life in Britain. 

ME> wonder at sth 

0 v + prep 

masquerade /.maeska'reid; BrEalso 
,ma:sk-/ 

mast ue rade as sb/sth to pretend to be sth 
that you are not: commercial advertisers mas¬ 
querading as private individuals o The local 
paper is full of gossip masquerading as news . 

$ v + prep 

match /maetJV 

’match sb/sth against/with sb/sth to make 
sb/sth compete with another person or thing: 
Jobson will be matched against afar more experi¬ 
enced player, o Match your skill against the 
experts in our weekly quiz. 

133H3 Match sb/sth against sb/sth is often used 
in the passive. 

^ v+n/pron + prep 

'match sth against sth to compare sth to sth 

else to see how the two things are similar or dif¬ 
ferent: We are able to match the details he gave us 
against the information held on the computer. 

O v + rt/pron + prep 

match 'up 1 (with sth) to be the same or similar: 
Do their names match up with any in our data¬ 
base? o The two statements don't match up. WE> 
tally (with sth) 2 (to sb/sth) (especially BrE) ( usu¬ 
ally used in negative sentences ) to be as good as or 
equal to sb/sth: The movie didn't match up to my 
expectations, o He knows what he wants and I 
just don't match up. measure up (to sb/sth) 

v+adv 

match sb/sth 'up (with sb/sth) to find things or 
people that are suitable for each other or fit well 
with each other: The agency matched me up with 
a suitable job. o They tvere unable to match up his 
tissue type with any of the possible donors. 

Egm Match sb/sth (with sb/sth) can be used 
with the same meaning. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

'match sb/sth with sb/sth = match sb/sth 
against/with sb/sth 

max/mseks/ 

,max 'out; .max sth ’out (AmE, slang) to reach 
the limit at which nothing more is possible: The 
car maxed out at. 180 mph. o I just maxed out my 
credit card. 

^v + adv*v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 


measure /me^r)/ 

measure sb/sth/yourself against sb/sth to 

compare sb/sth/yourself with somebody or 
something else: The quality of the water is meas¬ 
ured against EU standards. 0 We have nothing to 
measure our performance against. 0 She always 
measured herself against her sisters. 0 / had no 
one to measure myself against 
^ v + rt/pron + prep 

.measure sth ’off to mark out a particular 
length on sth such as a piece of cloth: She meas¬ 
ured off two metres of cloth. 

v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent ) 

.measure sth ’out to measure the quantity of 
sth that you need from a larger amount: He meas¬ 
ured out the ingredients for the cake. 

^ v + adv + n * v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv(fess 
frequent) 

.measure up (to sb/sth) (informal) to be of a 
good enough standard: The new assistant didn 7 
measure up (= he was not good enough to do the 
job), so we had to replace him. 0 The procedures 
don 7 measure up to today's standards. 
match up (to sb/sth) 

1 ?toil Measure up is often used in negative sen¬ 
tences and questions. 

^ v + adv 

.measure up (for sth), .measure sb/sth ‘up 

(for sth) (especially BrE) to find the exact size of 
sth or of sth that you need by measuring: We need 
to measure up and decide where the furniture can 
go. o They’ve come to measure up (the room) for 
the new carpet o He was being measured up for a 
suit 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

meet (met, met /met/) 

.meet up 1 (with sb) to meet sb by arrangement: 
We’re meeting up with Gary after work, if you 
want to come, o Where shall we meet up? 2 (with 
sb) to meet sb by chance: It was lucky we met up 
with them, o I expect we’ll meet up again some 
time. 3 (with sth) (of two or more roads, rivers, 
etc.) to join up: The two paths meet up just below 
the summit 0 Th is road eventually meets up with 
the AW. join up 

^ v + adv 

'meet with sb to have a meeting with sb: The 
Prime Minister met with other European leaders 
this morning ; 
v + prep 

'meet with sth (formal) 1 to experience sth 
unpleasant: The chief witness met with an acci¬ 
dent on his way to the court, o Our attempts to 
save her met with fa ilure. @13 an accident, fate 
2 to be received or treated by sb in a particular 
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miss 


way: The proposal met with considerable oppos¬ 
ition. o My explanation met with a blank stare. 
tefeH opposition, approval, hostility, resistance 
n«m Meet with sth is mainly used in written 
English. 

^ v + prep 

meet sth with sth to react to sth in a particular 
way especially a bad or negative way: The pro¬ 
posal was met with anger and dismay. 
gram Meet sth with sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + prep 

mellow I'meXQu; AmE-\oof 

mellow 'out (informal, especially AmE) to relax 
and do very little: We could just put on some music 
and mellow out. 

HxH) chill out 
<$► v + adv 

mellow sb "out (informal, especially AmE) to 
make sb more relaxed: A week on the beach 
should mellow him out 
<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

melt /melt/ 

.melt a way; ,melt sth a way to disappear 
gradually: to make sth disappear gradually: His 
anger melted away, o The crowd dispersed, melt¬ 
ing away into the side streets, o His smile melted 
away all the tension. 

<$> v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

,melt sth 'down to heat sth until it is in a liquid 
state, usually so that it can be made into sth else: 
Aluminium cans can be melted down and 
recycled. 

IP gold, silver, etc, 

^ v +n/pron+adv * v+adv+n 
► 'meltdown n [IT] [C] a serious accident in 
which the central part of a structure that pro¬ 
duces nuclear energy melts, causing harmful 
rays to escape: .4 meltdown at the reactor had 
only just been avoided, o (figurative ) The melt¬ 
down on Wall Street caused chaos in markets 
worldwide. 

'melt into sth to gradually become part of sth 
and difficult to see: I tried hard to melt into the 
background. 
v + prep 

merge /maids; j4m£?m3:rd3/ 

.merge 'In (with sth), .merge 'Into sth if some¬ 
thing merges in (with sth) or merges into sth, it 
is so similar to the second thing that you cannot 
really see the differences between them or where 
one ends and the other begins: The new college 
building does not merge in with the old buildings 
around it. o Autumn is merging into winter, o 
Saturday and Sunday seemed to merge into each 
other. 


** see also blend in; blend into sth 
^ v + adv * v + prep 

DIO merge Into the 'background (of a person) to 
behave quietly when you are with a group of 
people so that they do not notice you 

meSS /mes/ 

.mess a bout (BrE) - mess around 

.mess a bout with sb (BrE) = mess around 
with SB 

.mess a bout with sth (BrE) ~ mess around 

WITH STH 

.mess sb a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to 
treat sb badly, making them waste time, chan¬ 
ging your mind a lot, etc: They messed us around 
so much , I wrote to complain, o / don't like being 
messed about. 

>3yn ) muck sb about/around (BrE) 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.mess a round (BrE also .mess a'bout) (infor¬ 
mal) 1 (with sb/sth) to spend time and enjoy your¬ 
self doing sth with no particular purpose: We just 
messed around at home all day: o Children love to 
mess about in water. 2 (with sb/sth) to behave in a 
silly way especially when you should be working 
or doing sth else: He got told off for messing 
around in class, o She messed about all year and 
failed her exams, o Stop messing around with Jo 
and get on with the work, o 'They fixed that 
quickly!’ 'Yeah, they don't mess around. ’ (- they 
do things quickly) 3 to joke, to say silly things: 
I’m not messing about , it’s true! )$yh) kid around 
(informal) 

Jsyh) muck about/around (BrE) 

-> see also mess around with sth 
(^v + adv 

.mess sb a'reund (BrE) = mess sb 

ABO UT/A ROUND 

.mess a round with sb (BrE also .mess a'bout 
with sb) (informal) to have a sexual relationship 
with sb 

<§► v + adv + prep 

.mess a round with sth (BrEalso .mess a'bout 
with sth) (informal) 1 to keep touching or mov¬ 
ing sth in an annoying way: Stop messing around 
with the video!o Don't mess around with your 
food like that! 2 to get involved in sth that you do 
not know much about or understand: Who knows 
what might happen if we mess around with 
nature? 3 to get involved with sth dangerous: He 
started messing around with drugs when he was 
just a kid. 

ME) muck about/around with sth (BrE) 

[?tto Mess about/around with sth can be used 
in the passive in meanings 1 and 2: This package 
has been messed around with. 

-> see also mess around 
<$► v + adv + prep 


.mess 'up; .mess sth 'up (informal)to spoil sth; 
to do sth very badly: I was so nervous I totally 
messed up at the interview, o She messed up all 
our arrangements by arriving late, o You've 
really messed things up for me. 

ZfTH} foul up, foul sth up; screw up, screw sth 
up 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 

■MSS sb 'up (informal) 1 to spoil sb's life; to 
make sb suffer emotionally or mentally: His par¬ 
ents really messed him up. o He came back into 
her life and messed her up again. 2 (AmE, spoken) 
to physically hurt sb, especially by hitting them 
HVn) screw sb up 

♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► .messed 'up adj (informal) confused and 
upset, especially because of sth bad that has hap¬ 
pened to you in the past: He's just a rnessed-up 
kid . 

.mess sth "up to make sth untidy or dirty: She 
comes in, messes the place up and then goes out 
again, o The wind is going to mess up my hair. 
USE) muck sth up (informal) 
ep v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

'mess with sb (informal) (usually used in nega¬ 
tive sentences) 1 to do or say sth that might annoy 
a particular person, as they may react in a vio¬ 
lent or dangerous way: / wouldn't mess with 
Frank if l were you, 2 to have or try to have a sex¬ 
ual relationship with sb 
see also mess around with sb 
<*)► v + prep 

'mess with Sth (informal, especially AmE) 1 to 
use or treat sth carelessly, causing damage: 
Who ’s been messing with the answering machine? 

• • Read the label carefully before you start messing 
with dangerous products. 2 to get involved with 
sth dangerous: How long has he been messing 
with drugs? IMS drugs 

-> see also mess around with sth 

# v + prep 

met e/mtt/ 

mete sth 'out (to sb) (formal) to give sb a pun¬ 
ishment, etc: Schools should not mete out phys¬ 
ical punishment to children, o Severe penalties 
were meted out to the offenders. 

punishment, treatment, justice 
Mete sth oat is usually used in the passive 
<§► v+adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

militate /'milrtert/ 

.militate a gainst sth (formal) to prevent sth; to 
make it difficult for sth to happen: Lack of funds 
m ill rated against the success of the campa ign, 

v + prep 


mill /mil/ 

.mill a round; .mill a round sb/sth (BrE also 
.mill a'bout, .mill a'bout sb/sth) if a large group 
of people mill around, or mill around a place, 
they move around without going anywhere in 
particular, often while waiting for sth to happen: 
Photographers milled around outside the hotel, 
waiting for the prince to appear, o People milled 
about the room , shaking hands and chatting. 

4>v + adv ♦ v + prep 

mind /mamd/ 

.mind ‘out (BrE) 1 used to warn sb to be careful: 
Mind out! You nearly knocked me off my bike! o 
Eve got. you fish and chips. Mind out for the bones! 
wm watch out 2 (informal) used to tell sb to 
move so that you or sb else can pass: Mind out Joe 
—*you 're in the way! 

^ v + adv 

minister /'minister)/ 

'minister to sb/sth (old-fashioned, formal) to 
care for sb; to make sure that sb/sth has every¬ 
thing necessary: She felt it was her vocation to 
minister to the sick, o Servants ministered to his 
needs. 

SI3 needs, the sick 

ftpsra Minister to sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: He would not be ministered to by strangers. 
v+prep 

minor /'maina(r)/ 

'minor in sth (AmE) to study another subject as 
well as your main subject at a university or col¬ 
lege: He minored in Art History. 
v+prep 

miss /mis/ 

.miss 'out (on sth) to lose an opportunity to bene¬ 
fit from sth or enjoy yourself, by not doing sth or 
taking part in an activity: I felt I missed out 
because I didn 1 1 go to college, o She missed out on 
the school trip, o He just missed out on a gold 
medal in the last. Olympics (= he was just beaten), 
o There are lots of things happening during Car¬ 
nival, so don’t miss out on the fun! 

^ v + adv 

.miss sb/sth 'out (BrE) to not include sb/sth 
either deliberately or by accident: Have f missed 
anybody out?o You’ve missed out the most 
important, piece of information! (= you haven’t 
mentioned it) o She missed out a few chapters in 
the middle. 

0 v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
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mist /mist/ 

.mist 'over 1 if glass mists over, it becomes 
covered with very small drops of water so tliat 
you cannot see through it: As soon as I stepped 
inside, my glasses m is ted over. 2 if your eyes mist 
over, they fill with tears: His eyes misted over. 
n Mist is often used with these meanings. 

4^ v + adv 

( mist ’up; ,mfst sth 'up to cover sth such as glass 
with small drops of water so that you cannot see 
through it: The inside of the car was beginning to 
mist up. o The windows were misted up . 

USD fog up; steam up, steam sth up 
CESBMist and mist sth are also used with this 
meaning. 

4^ v + adv + v+rt/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

mistake /mi'sicik/ (mistook /mi'stok/mis- 
taken /mfsteikon/) 

mi stake sb/sth for sb/sth to think wrongly 
that sb/sth is sb/sth else: I mistook him for his 
brother o The toy could easily be mistaken for a 
real gun. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

mix/miks/ 

mix sth 'in (with sth), ,mlx sth 'into sth to 

combine one substance with others, especially 
in cooking: Mix the eggs in slowly, o Mix a little 
cream into the sauce. 

MH> blond sth In; stir sth in. stir sth Into sth 

4j> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
.mix sb 'up; be/get .mixed up to make sb 
unable to think clearly or understand what is 
happening: Now you’ve mixed me up completely! 
I’m really confused, o He got mixed up and 
caught the wrong train. 

muddle sb up (informal, especially BrE), 
confuse sb (moreformal) 
tozua Mix sb up is often used in the passive with 
be or get I think you ’re getting mixed up. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ be/get + v + adv 
► ,mixed- up adj (informal) confused because of 
social or emotional problems: She's a very mixed- 
up kid, 

->$eeal$o mixed-up at mix sth up (with sth) 
.mix sb/sth 'up (with sb/sth) to think wrongly 
that sb/sth is sb/sth else; to be unable to distin¬ 
guish between two or more people or things: 
You ’re mixing me up with my brother o The hos¬ 
pital was accused of mixing up the babies ' name 
tags, 

WE> muddle sb/sth up (with sb/sth) (especially 
BrE) 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
n get A and B mixed up; get A mixed up with 

B to think wrongly that sb/sth is sb/sth else; to be 
unable to distinguish between two or more 


people or things: My bag got mixed up with some¬ 
body else’s at the airport, o People who are colour¬ 
blind usua lly get red and green mixed up. 

.mix sth 'up (with sth) to change the order or 
arrangement of things in a confused or untidy 
way: I’d sorted those papers out and now you’ve 
mixed them all up again, o My letters have all 
been mixed up with yours. 

JME> muddle sth up (with sth) (especially BrE) 
GEH3 Mix sth up is often used in the passive 
with be or get The clean clothes got all mixed up 
with the dirty ones. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'mlx-up n a mistake that causes confusion; a 
situation that is full of confusion: There was a 
mix-up over the tickets. 

► mixed- up adj untidy; in a state of confusion: 
She presented me with a mixed-up stack of files 
and asked me to put them in order, o My papers 
were all m ixed-up. 

see also mixrimjp at mix sb up, be/get mixed 
up 

be/get .mixed 'up in sth to be/become involved 
in sth dangerous or illegal: He would never have 
got mixed up in anything criminal, o How did 
you get. mixed up in ail thus? 

0 be/get + v + adv + prep 

be/get .mixed 'up with sb to be/become 
friendly with or involved with sb dangerous or 
dishonest: I’ll never understand how she got 
mixed up with Phil o He was mixed up with the 
wrong crowd for a while. 
be/get + v + adv + prep 

'mix it with sb (BrE, informal) 1 to compete with 
sb; to argue or fight with sb: He’ll be mixing it 
with the world’s best players, o He can mix it with 
the best of them. 2 to meet and spend time with 
people in a friendly way: She loves mixing it with 
the rich and famous. 
v + it + prep 

mock /mok/ 

.mock sth 'up to produce a copy of sth that is 
going to be made, so that it can be tested or 
people can see what it will be like: We mocked up 
the front page to see how it would took. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'mock-up n a copy of sth that is produced to 
show people what it will be like, or to test it: a 
mock-up of the next day's front page 

model /'modi; AmE 'mcudl/ (-11-.. AmE -I-) 

'model sb/sth/yourself on sb/sth (also 
model sb/sth/yourself upon sb/sth more for¬ 
mal) (AmE also 'model sb/sth after sb/sth) to 

make or create sth that looks or behaves like sth 
else; to take sb, especially sb you like, as an 
example and copy them: The house was modelled 


on a French chateau, o He modelled the main 
character on his friend. <? He still models himself 
on Elvis. 

BBS Model sb/sth on/after sb/sth is often used 
in the passive: The ship was modelled after a 
Greek pirate ship. 

4^ v + n/pron + prep 

monkey /'mAnki/ 

.monkey a bout/a round (with sth) (BrE, infor¬ 
mal) to behave in a silly way; to touch or change 
sth in a careless way: They were monkeying 
around in class, o He’s monkeyed about with the 
original words of the song. 

WfW> mess around; mess around with sth 
4$> v + adv 

mooch ,/mu:tJ7 

.mooch a'boutra'round; .mooch a bout/ 
a'round sth (informal, especially BrE) to spend 
time doing nothing in particular: We went into 
town and mooched about for a while, o They 
spent an hour mooching around the shops. 

4^ v + adv + v + prep 

mOOII /mum/ 

.moon about/a'round; .moon a'bout/a'round 

Sth (BrE, informal) to spend time doing nothing 
in particular, often because you are feeling 
unhappy: He mooned around the streets, hoping to 
see Anna. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'moon over sb (informal) to spend your time 
dreamily thinking about sb that you love: He 
spends most of his time mooning over Helen. 
v + prep 

mop /amp; AmE marp/ (-pp-) 

.mop 'up; ,mop sth 'up 1 to clean up liquid or 
remove liquid from somewhere, using sth that 
absorbs it: I always have to mop up after he’s had 
a shower, o Can you mop up the water on the bath¬ 
room floor? o She mopped up the sauce with a 
piece of bread, o Mopping-up operations have 
begun aftet * the floods. 2 to use up all of sth: The 
new factory should mop up the pool of surplus 
labour. 3 to take control of sth: The company 
started mopping up smaller firms. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(less frequent) 

,mop sb/sth 'up to get rid of the last few people 
who continue to oppose you; to finish tasks that 
remain: The army mopped up some isolated 
pockets of resistance, o There are a few things to 
mop up before we go. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv(Zess 
frequent) 


mope /maup; AmE moup/ 

.mope a round; .mope a’round sth (BrE also 
mope a bout, mope a'bout sth) to walk about a 
place in an unhappy way with no particular pur¬ 
pose: He's been moping ahoutall day. o You spend 
too much time moping around the house. 

4^ v+adv ♦ v + prep 

mount /maont/ 

.mount 'up (to sth) to increase gradually in size 
or quantity: The paperwork soon mounts up if 
you don’t deal with it immediately o My debts 
ham mounted up to over a thousand dollars. 

<g> v+adv 

mOUth /maiifl/ 

.mouth 'off (at/about sb/sth) (informal) (often 
used in the progressive tenses) to give your opin¬ 
ion about sb/sth loudly; to complain loudly about 
sb/sth: / could hear him mouthing off about how 
they should have toon, o She was mouthing off at 
alt the other drivers on the road. 
v + adv 

move/mu:v/ 
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- past 
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- towards 

-forward 
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-up 


.move a'bout; .move a bout sth (especially 

BrE) - ■ MOVE AROUND, MOVE AROUND STH 

.move sb/sth a’bout (especially BrE) = move 

SB/STH AROUND 

.move a cross; .move a'cross sth to move 
from one side of sth to the other: He moved across 
to the window and looked out. 

[obj) room 
0 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.move a head to advance or develop, often after 
there has been a delay: The project is moving 
ahead again now. 

>sYB) proceed (moreformab 
^ v + adv 

.move a head of sb/sth to move faster than 
sb/sth; to develop more quickly than sb/sth else: 
' Speed up! 1 he said, moving ahead of her. o Our 
foreign competitors are moving ahead of us. 

Tsyn) overtake sb/sth 
4^ v + adv + prep 
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.move along; .move along sth to go forward: 
The convoy of cars was moving slowly along the 
road. 

H3 road 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.move a long/ on; .move sb a long/ on to 

leave a particular place or go to a new position; to 
make sb do this: Move along now. You ’re blocking 
the entrance, o The police arrived to move the 
demonstrators along. 

Q v + adv * v+n/pron + adv 

.move along; .move sth a long if a project, 
etc. moves along, or if sb moves it along, it con¬ 
tinues to make good progress: Can you move the 
story along a bit faster? What happened in the 
end? 

v + adv * v + n/pron + adv 

.move a'part if two or more things or people 
move apart, they become separated by a dis¬ 
tance: They quickly moved apart when I walked 
in. o (figurative) The two sides in the dispute are 
moving further and further apart. 
v+adv 

.move a round; .move a round sth (also 

.move a bout/'round, .move a bout' round sth 

especially DrE) to keep moving from one place to 
another: Use the mouse to move around the screen, 
o / have to move around a lot with my job. o She 
sang as she moved about the room. 

<£> v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.move sb/sth a round (also .move sb/sth 
a'bou tround especially BrE) to move sb/sth from 
one place to another: It’s not fair to keep moving 
the children around from school to school, o The 
chair is light and easy to move about 
& v + n/pron + adv 

.move a round Sth (also .move round sth espe¬ 
cially BrE) to move in a circle around sth that is 
blocking your path: She moved, round the table to 
open the window. 

) s xn ) go around sb/sth 
^ v + prep 

.move a'side to move to one side, usually to allow 
sb or sth to pass: I moved aside to let her go past. 
v + adv 

.move sb/sth a'side to put sb/sth to one side 
away from the centre of a place, usually to make 
room for sb/sth else: We moved the tables aside so 
that we could dance. 
v + n/pron + adv 

.move a'way to leave the place where you live to 
go and live in another place: All her friends have 
moved away from the area. 

<$► v + adv 

.move a'way (from sb/sth), .move sth a'way 

(from sb/sth) to leave the place or position you 
are In and go to another; to take sth from one 


place or position and put it in another: Move 
away from the window in case anyone sees you. o 
Can you move the scissors away from the baby? 
v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.move a'way from sth to stop doing, following 
or believing sth: The party seems to be moving 
away from, its original aims. 
v + adv + prep 

.move 'back; .move sth back 1 to go, or to 

move sth, to a new position at a distance away 
from the front or behind sb/sth: He moved back a 
few steps, o She moved her chair back from the 
fire. 7&pr) move forward, move sth forward 2 to 
go, or to move sth, to the place or position it was 
in before: His eyes moved back to her face, o It 
took a long time to move the furniture back after 
the party WE> return (sth) (to sth) 3 if an event 
moves back, or sb moves it back, it takes place 
at a later date or time than was first planned: 
They 've moved back the date of the wedding. 
'±seealsoem sth back 
<3> v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ( less 
frequent) 

.move ‘down (of a level or an amount) to 
decrease: Prices move up and down according to 
demand. 

Wop go down SffPP) move up 
<*> v + adv 

move ’down; .move ’down sth 1 to move 
from a higher position to a lower one; I watched 
her move nervously down the slope. MJ hill, lad¬ 
der ygpF> go up, go up sth 2 to move to a new 
position to make more space for sb else: Can you 
move down (the bus) so more people can get on? 
yffPP) move up, move up sth 
^ v + adv * v + prep 

.move 'down; .move sb down (at school) to 
move, or to move sb, to a lower class, grade or 
level: / was worried that if I failed the test I would 
have to move down, o If you don't work harder 
you’ll be moved down (to the class below). 

?<5PE) move up, move sb up 
<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.move sb/sth down; .move sb/sth down 
sth to move sb/sth from a higher position to a 
lower one: Move the boxes down from the top of 
the wardrobe. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.move 'forward; .move sth forward 1 to go, 

or to make sth go, to a place or position that is in 
front: The car began to move forward slowly. 5MD 
move back, move sth back 2 to develop, or to 
make sth develop, towards a good result: It’s time 
to move this project forward. 3 to move, or to 
make sth move, towards the future: The company 
must keep moving forward, o The story then 
moves forward to 1999. 4 if an event moves for¬ 
ward, or sb moves it forward, it takes place at 


an earlier date or time than was planned: My 
operation has been moved forward two weeks. 

move back, move sth back 
< 5 > v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.move 'in 1, (on sb/sth) to move towards sh/sth, 
especially in a threatening way, or to make a dan¬ 
gerous situation calm: I moved in close and stuck 
the gun In his back, o The police moved in to con¬ 
trol the crowd. ME> close in (on sb/sth) 2 to 
arrive and begin work, especially when people 
don't really want you there: The developers 
moved in and built a housing estate in the 
grounds of the old house. 3 (on sth) to begin to try 
to have control ol' or responsibility for a com¬ 
pany a project, etc: They are moving in on 
another drugs company. 

<5> v + adv 

.move in; .move Into sth to go to a new house 
and begin to live there: How soon can you move 
in? o When are you moving into your new flat? 
TWe) move out, move out of sth 
^ v+adv ♦ v + pnep 

.move In together; .move in with sb to start 
living with sb, especially a partner: They've 
decided to move in together. 

«^v + adv + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.move 'into sth 1 move in, move into sth 2 to 
start to be involved in a new area of activity or 
business: The company is looking to move into 
new markets, o After teaching for ten years he 
mooed into publishing. 3 to develop or advance 
into a new position, stage, etc: The project is now 
moving into its second year, o The team has 
moved into fourth place after their victory. 

^ v + prep 

.move sb/sth 'into sth to take sb/sth and put 
them/it in a new place: We’ve moved the phone 
into the hall o The doctors at the hospital have 
moved my father into a room on his own. o I’ve 
moved my savings into a different bank account. 
4 & v +n/pron + prep 

.move 'off {especially BrE) (especially of a 
vehicle) to start a journey; to begin to move: 
Check in your mirrors before you move off 
<£► v + adv 

.move off sth; .move sb/sth off sth to leave 
the place where ypu are; to remove sb/sth from a 
particular place: Farmers are rapidly moving off 
the land, o Can you move your car off the pave¬ 
ment please? 

v + prep 4 v + n/pron + prep 

.move 'on 1 to continue your journey after stop¬ 
ping for a short while; to leave the place where 
you are and go to a new place: After a few min¬ 
utes, the bus moved on again, o The police told 
them to move on and go home / o When ] looked, 
round, I realized everyone else had moved on. 2 if 
ideas, beliefs, etc. move on, they change and 
develop: Things have moved on a lot since my par¬ 


ents were young, o The debate does not seem to 
have moved on much, o Fashions ate moving on 
all the time. 3 (to sth) to start doing or discussing 
sth new: I want to move on to my next point now. o 
When her contract here runs out in April, Tessa 
will move on. o She moved on to become senior 
editor of a magazine. ® pass on (to sth) 

# v + adv 

move ’on; .move sb on = move along/on. 
move SB ALONG/ON Even> time they stvpijed they 
got moved on by the. police. 

.move 'out; .move 'out of sth to leave your 
home and go to live somewhere else: The lodger 
moved out yesterday, o He wants to move out of 
London, o They've recently moved out of the city 
and gone to live in the country. 
yggp> move In, move Into sth 
4$ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.move sb out; .move sb out of sth 1 to make 
sb leave a place, especially their home: The land¬ 
lord is moving the tenants out. o The emergency 
services are moving people out of their homes. 2 to 
remove sb from a place: Many countries are mov¬ 
ing their troops out of the area, ME> withdraw 
sb (from sth) 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ( less frequent ) # 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.move sth out; .move sth out of sth to 

remove sth from a place, especially in order to 
make more space: We*U need to move some chairs 
out before the party to make more room, o When 
can you move your belongings out of my apart¬ 
ment? o That table will have to be moved out of 
the way. 

<3> v + n/pron + adv »v+adv + n ( less frequent ) 4 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.move ’out of sth 1 to leave a particular place, 
area or situation: We watched the boat moving 
out of the harbour, o The country is moving out of 
recession. 2 to stop being involved in a particular 
activity or area of business: Many people have 
been forced to move out of farming. 
v + adv + prep 

.move 'over 1 (to sb/sth) to go towards sb/sth: He 
moved over to her. 2 (to sth) (especially BrE) to 
begin to do sth in a different way or with differ¬ 
ent people; to change the system you are using: 
I’m an interpreter but I’d like to move over to 
translation work, o We've just moved over to a 
new computing system. 3 to move to one side, 
usually to make room for sb/sth else: I wish the 
car in front would move over and let me overtake. 
o Move over! I want to sit down too. o figurative) 
Older managers should move, over to make room 
for younger people, -+ see also move up 2 
4& v + adv 

move over sth; .move sb/sth 'over sth 1 to 

go forward slowly across a surface; to make sth 
do this: The tank adapts to the ground it is mov- 





move past 


190 


191 


muster 


ing over, o Just move the brush lightly over the 
paper. 2 if somebody^ hands, eyes, etc. move 
over sth, or sb moves them over si h, they slowly 
cross sth: His eyes moved over her face, o She 
moved her ha nds gently over his injured ankle. 

$ v * prep ♦ v + n/pron * prep 
.move 'past sb/sth to pass in front of sb/sth: He 
moved past her into the lounge. 

>s ytJ ) go post sb/sth 
4V v ♦ prep 

.move round; .move 'round sth (especially 

BrE) = MOVE AROUND, MOVE AROUND STH 

.move sb/sth 1 round ( especially BrE) = move 

SB/STH AROUND 

.move 'round sth ( especially BrE) = move 

AROUND STH 

.move to wards sb/sth to approach sb/sth; She 
began to run as the car moved fowa rds her 

<*► v+ prep 

.move towards sth; move to wards doing 

sth (especially BrE) (AmE usually .move 
toward sth, .move to ward doing sth) (often 
used in the progressive tenses) to prepare to do or 
achieve sth; to approach or move nearer to sth: 
We are moving towards a better understanding of 
the situation, o Is the group moving towards find¬ 
ing a solution? 

loo understanding, settlement 

0 v + prep 

.move 'up 1 (of a rate, a level or an amount) to 
increase; What will we do if interest rates move 
up? TO go up SE£> go down 2 to change your 
position to make room for sb else: Come on, move 
up a bit and let your mother sit down ./ -4 see also 
MOVE DOWN, MOVE DOWN STH % MOVE OVER 3 

move ’up; .move sb ’up to move, or to make sb 
move, to a higher level, grade or class: She's been 
moved up into the Advanced class. <> I see Tim has 
moved up in the world (= has got a better job, 
more money, a higher social position, eta) 

SZE> move down, move sb down 
^ v * adv ♦ v ♦ n/pron + adv 
.move 'up; .move 'up sth; .move sb/sth up, 
.move sb/sth ’up sth to move from a lower to 
a higher position; to make sb/sth do this: Hold the 
ladder tightly and move up a rung at a time, o We 
watched the group moving up the hill, o (figura¬ 
tive) This isyour chance to move up the career Lad¬ 
der and get a better job o Move your hand up and 
down, o We had to move the piano up three flights 
of stairs. 

go lip, go up sth E>pp> move down, move 
down sth 

v + adv ♦ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron » prep 


mow /mao; AmE movj (mowed, mown /moon; 
AmE moon/ or mowed) 

.mow sb 'down 1 to kill sb, often large numbers 
of people, with a gun: The demonstrators were 
mown down by the soldiers. 2 (of a vehicle or a 
driver) to kill/hit sb, often because the driver has 
been driving carelessly or dangerously: A 
mother and her two children were mown down by 
joyriders. hvr> run sb down 
lbui Mow sb down Is often used in the passive^ 
<$► v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron♦ adv 

ntUCk/nuk/ 

.muck a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) 1 (with 
sb/sth) to spend time and enjoy yourself doing 
sth with no particular purpose: They were muck¬ 
ing about outside, kicking a ball around. 2 (with 
sb/sth) to behave in a silly way, especially when 
you should be working or doing sth else: Stop 
mucking around and go to bed. o She mucked 
around all year and failed her exams. 3 to joke; to 
say silly things: 7 thought he was mucking about 
until I saw it was real blood on his face. 

HyD me&s around 

see also muck about/around with sth 
v + adv 

,muck sb a’bout/a’round (BrE, informal) to 
treat sb badly making them waste time, chan- 
ging your mind a lot, etc: I'm sick of being 
mucked about by employers. 

mess sb about/around 

v + n/pron + adv 

,muck a'bout/a’round with sth (BrE, infbr - 
mal) to keep touching, moving or changing sth in 
an annoying way: Who's been mucking about 
with my computer? o Don 7 muck around with the 
wordsof the song —I think they'refine. 

mass around with sth, mass about with 
sth 

-> see also muck about/around 
^ v * adv * prep 

.muck a round (BrE) = muck about/around 

muck sb a'round (BrE) = muck sb about/ 

AROUND 

.muck a round with sth (BrE) = muck about/ 

AROUND WITH STH 

.muck ’lit (BrE, informal) 1 to join in with other 
people in order to complete a task: If we all muck 
in r we'll soon get the job finished. 2 to share food, 
accommodation, costs, eta with other people: 
Money was short, but we all mucked in together. 

<!► v+adv 

.muck out; .muck sth ’out to clean the place 
where an animal lives, especially a horse: It's 
your turn to muck out today 
<bv + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


muck sth J up (informal especially BrE) 1 to do 
sth very badly; to spoil sth: This fs your Iasi 
chance, so don 7 muck it up. o Her surprise visit 
totally mucked up my plans. 2 to make sth dirty: 
Take your shoes off! You re mucking up my floor! 
3 to make sth untidy. Stop that„ you ’re mucking 
up my hair. 

mess sth up 

v + adv + n ♦ v + o/pron + adv 

muddle/’mAdi/ 

.muddle a long (also .muddle ’on less frequent) 
(especially BrE) to continue living or doing sth 
with no clear purpose or plan: We muddle along 
from day to day. 
v + adv 

.muddle 'through to achieve your aims 
although you are not efficient, do not know what 
you are doing, do not have the right equipment 
etc: 77/ muddle through somehow. 
v + adv 

.muddle sb ’up (especially BrE) to make sb con¬ 
fused; I won 7 explain how this toorks now — it 
might muddle you up. o You re muddling me up! 
o I got muddled up and took the wrong turning. 

mix sb up; confuse zb (moreformal) 

(S3D3 Muddle sb up is often used in the passive 
with the verb get. ♦ Muddle sb is used more fre¬ 
quently with the same meaning. 

^ v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n (lessfrequent) 
.muddle sb/sth ’up (with sb/sth), .muddle A 
'up with B (especially BrE) to confpse one per¬ 
son or thing with another; to think that sb/sth is 
sb/sth else: He muddled up our passports and 
gave me back the wrong one. o I keep muddling 
her up with her sister. 

$57n) mix sb/sth up (with sb/sth) 

nara Muddle sb/sth is also used with the same 

meaning, 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
H33 get A and B muddled 'up; get A muddled 
'up with B to confuse one person or thing with 
another: 7 always get the twins muddled up. 
.muddle Sth 'up (with sth) (especially BrE) to 
carelessly put things in the wrong order; to mix 
things together in an unt idy way: The money was 
muddled up with everything else in his pocket, o 
The kids have muddled up all the photos. 
rev*) mix sth up (with sth) 

E&B3 Muddle sth is also used with the same 
meaning. 

0 v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 
IEG3 get sth muddled 'up (with sth) to put things 
in the wrong order; to mix things together in an 
untidy way: The words seemed to have got mud¬ 
dled up. 


mug/mAg/ (-gg-) 

.mug 'up (on sth), ,mug Sth ’up (BrE, informal) 
to quickly learn sth, especially sth that you 
should already know, before an exam, etc: He 
spent the whole night mugging up for the exam, o 
Id better mug upon (he subject btfore I meet her o 
1 ’m going to m ug up asm uch as I can about Delh i 
before I go there. 

MM) swot up (on sth) (BrE), review sth (espe¬ 
cially AmE). revise sth (BrE) 

v+adv ♦ v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

milll fmM/ 

.mull sth 'over to think about or consider sth for 
a long time before you decide to do sth: I’ve been 
mulling over what you said last night 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

mUSCle /'mAsl / 

.muscle 'in (on sb/sth) (informal) to get involved 
in a situation that you have no right to be 
involved in, especially sth that will give you an 
advantage or a profit: I don’t want Matt muscling 
in on our deal. 

<£► v + adv 

muss/ boas/ 

.muss sth up ( AmE) to make sth look untidy : My 
skirt got mussed up when J sal down. 

>s»n> mess sth up 

PHR Muss sth up is often used in the passive. ♦ 
Muss sth is often used. 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

muster/'m,\sra(r)/ 

.muster Sth 'up to find the courage, strength, 
eta that you need in order to do sth difficult or 
unpleasant: She could barely muster up the 
strength to gel out of bed 
EBjI strength, energy >sym> summon sth up 
GEH3 Muster sth is often used with the same 
meaning. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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naff /naif/ 

,naff ‘off {becoming old-fashioned , BrE, slang) 
used by some people to tell sb rudely to go away 
and stop annoying them: Just naff off and leave 
me alone! 

?syh) clear off {especially BrE) 

^ v + adv 

nag /naeg/ (-gg-) 

‘nag at sb 1 to keep complaining tosbabouttheir 
behaviour; to keep asking sb to do sth: He keeps 
nagging at me to get more exercise. 2 to worry or 
irritate you continuously: The suspicion that she 
was lying continued to nag at me. 
v + prep 

nail /ncii/ 

nail sb 'down (to sth) to force sb to state exactly 
what they think, what they intend to do, etc: He 
says he'll come, but I can't nail him down to a 
date. 

BxH> pin sb down (to sth) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.nail sth 'down 1 to fasten sth down with nails: 
She got him to nail the loosefloorboard down. 2 to 
know or understand exactly what sth is: Some¬ 
thing seems strange here, but I can't nail it down . 
3 to reach an agreement or a decision, usually 
after a lot of discussion: They managed to nail 
down an agreement with the management. E5bj1 
agreement 

<$► 1 v + n/pron + adv 2v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
3v+adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.mail sth 'up 1 to attach sth to a wall, a post, etc. 
with nails: l nailed up a notice saying: Keep out! 2 
to fasten a door, a window, etc, with nails so that 
it cannot easily be opened: He nailed up the door 
to keep intruders out. 

v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

name /neim/ 

name sb/sth ‘after sb/sth (AmE also name 
sb/sth 'for sb/sth) to give sb/sth the name of 
sb/sth else that you like or admire, for example a 
family member or a famous person or place: We 
named her after her grandmother, o The Miller 
fire was namedfor the canyon in which it began. 
<|>v + n/pron + prep 

narrow /‘naerau; AmE-rou/ 

.narrow sth 'down (to sth) to gradually reduce 
the number of possibilities: I've narrowed the 
list of candidates down to three. 

0 v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


nestle /-nesi/ 

.nestle up (to sb/sth) to make yourself warm and 
comfortable by moving close to sb: Jamie nestled 
up to h is mother on the sofa, 

0 v + adv 

nibble /mw/ 

'nibble at 8th 1 to eat sth by taking very small 
bites: The mouse nibbled at the peanuts, o You've 
only nibbled at your lunch. 2 to show a slight 
interest in sth: Several companies have nibbled at 
our offer: 

& v + prep 

.nibble a'way at sth (especially BrE) to grad¬ 
ually reduce or use up the total amount of sth: 
Inflation began to nibble away at their savings. 
v + adv + prep 

nip/mp/(-pp-) 

.nlp sth 'off to remove a part of sth by squeezing 
it with your fingers, cutting it quickly with scis¬ 
sors, etc: She nipped off the dead leaves. 

M2D cut sth off 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

nod /nod; AmE need/ (~dd-) 

,nod 'off ( informal) to fall asleep: She nodded off 
in front of the television. 

Hyi) doze off (moreformal) 
v + adv 

nOSe /no oz; AmE nooz/ 

.nose around (BrE also nose a bout) (for sth) 

(informal) to go around trying to find out sth 
about sb/sth. particularly when you should not 
do this: Em just nosing about for clues . 

^ v + adv 

.nose sb “out (informal) to defeat sb by a small 
amount, for example in a race or an election: She 
was nosed out of first place by her old rival. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.nose sth 'out (informal) to discover some infor¬ 
mation by searching for it: That man can nose a 
news story out anywhere. 

SD sniff sth out 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 

notch /nDtJ; AmEneutJ/ 

.notch sth ‘up (informal) to achieve a win or a 
high score: He notched up ten points in the first 
five minutes of the game. 

EDlD victory, points clock sth up 
^v + adv + n + v + n/pron+adv 


note /naot; AmE noot/ 

.note sth 'down to write sth down so that you 
will remember it: The class noted down every 
word she said. 

TsW) take sth down; write sth down 

^v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

number/‘nAmbiKD/ 

number sb/sth among sth {formal) to include 
sb/sth in a particular group: I n umber her among 
my closest friends, o He is numbered among the 
world's top experts. 

H5D count sb/sth among sth 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

nuzzle ;"llA2-l/ 

.nuzzle up agatnst/to sb/sth to press your 
head, face, etc. against sb/sth to show affection or 
keep warm, etc: He nuzzled up to his mother with 
a happy sigh. 

+ adv + prep 






Object /ab'cfcekt/ 

ob ject to sh/sth; object to doing sth; 
object to sb doing sth to say that you dis¬ 
agree with, disapprove of or oppose sth: Many 
local people object to the building of the new air¬ 
port. o I really object to being charged for parking 
at the hospital. 

+ prep 

OCCUr /a‘k3:(r)/ 

oc cur to sb if an Idea or a thought occurs to 
you it suddenly comes into your mind: Hasn't it 
ever occurred to you that he might be lying to you? 
OA strange thought suddenly occurred to me. 

ES&3 thought, possibility 

^ v + prep 

Offend /a'fend/ 

offend against Sth (formal) to go against what 
people believe Is morally right The film offends 
against good taste. 

& v ♦ prep 

Offer / l nfo(r);Am£;‘a:f-. a:f / 

.offer sth 'up (for sth) to give sth to God: She 
offered up a prayer for her husband’s safe re turn 
[qhjI prayer, sacrifice 

^ v + adv + rt ♦ v ♦ n/pron ♦ adv (lessfrequent) 

ooze /uizj 

,ooze ‘out; ,ooze out of/fro m/ihrough sth 

if a thick liquid oozes out or oozes from, etc. 
somewhere, it flows out slowly: Cream ivas ooz¬ 
ing out of the cake, o cakes with cream oozing out 
at the sides a Blood was oozing from the cut on 
her arm. 

0v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep ♦ v + prep 

ope n / oopan; A mE *ou*/ 

open 'into/’onto Sth If a door or a room opens 
into/onto sth, it leads directly to it: The door 
opened onto a small yard o The kitchen opens 
into a large sitting room. 
v+prep 

.Open ‘off sth if a door or a room opens off sth, it 
connects directly with it: Severed doors opened 
off the hall, o The offices opened off the reception 
area. 

^ v * prep 

.open 'out 1 (Into/onto sth) to become wider or 
bigger; to become more open and not enclosed by 
anything: The valley opened out in front of us. o 
The narrow lane opened out into a field. 2 (to sb) 
(BrE) = opes f up 1 He only opened out to her very 


slowly. 3 to spread out; to become open and 
larger or flatter: The table opens out so that more 
people can sit at ii. c The buds on the trees have all 
opened out. 

<!► v+adv 

.open sth "out to spread sth out; to make sth open 
and flat: He opened the map out. 

4>v + n/pron * adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.open ’up 1 (BrE also .open ‘out) (to sb) (infor¬ 
mal) to talk freely and openly about what you feel 
or think: Will you open up tome and tell me what's 
worrying you? 2 to staid 5ring; The anti-aircraft 
guns opened up. 3 (often used in orders etc.) to 
open a door: Open up or we'll break the door 
down! 
v * adv 

.open sb ‘up to cut sb open in order to do a med¬ 
ical operation: They opened her up butdidn ’tjind 
anything wrong. 

+ n/pron + adv « v + adv + n 

.Open ‘up; .open sth ’up 1 to become or to make 
sth possible, available or able to be reached: Jf 
you have good qualifications , a whole range of 
possibilities open up for you. o The whole region 
has been opened up for trade by ihe new rail link. 
o They opened up the sports ha 11 to house theflood 
victims. o Writing to penfriends can open up a 
whole new world. 2 to start a new business: The 
company are opening up a new factory in Wales. 
l£j p ?> close down, close sth down 3 to begin 
business for the day: If you're feeling tired this 
morning. I’ll open up (the store). HEE> close up, 
close sth up 4 (usually in sport) to develop or 
start to happen; to produce sth or make sth start 
to happen: An Increasing gap is opening up 
between the achievements of girls and boys in 
exams, o United have opened up a three-point 
lead after five games. 5 to become wider; to make 
sth wider, especially sth that has been closed: 
Coughing might open up your wound, o She 
wished the floor would open up and swallow her 
(- for example, because she felt very embar¬ 
rassed about sth), o Cutting down the trees 
opened up the view from the house. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.open sth up to make sth that is shut, locked, etc. 
open: Can you open up that box of books for me? 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v*adv + n 

opt /opt; AmEorpt/ 

’Opt for Sth to choose sth; to make a decision 
about sth: More students are now opting for com¬ 
puter science courses. <> You can stay in the main 
hotel or opt for one of the bungalows near the 
beach. 

^ v * prep 
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own 


,opt ‘In; ,opt ‘into Sth to choose to take part In 
sth: We offer a pension plan, and all staff have the 
chance to opt . in. o The government decided to opt 
into the new European treaty. 

HEE> opt out, opt out of sth 
^ v + ddv 4 v+prep 

.opt ’out; .opt out of sth 1 tochoose not to take 
part in sth: You can opt out of the company’spen¬ 
sion plan. 2 (of a school or a hospital in Britain) 
to choose not to be under the control of the local 
authority: A majority of parents were in favour of 
opting out. 

SEE) opt In, opt Into sth 

«$► v + adv • v ♦ adv ■+ prep 

» ‘opt-out n (often used as an adjective) 1 the act 
of choosing not to take part in sth 2 (in Britain) 
the action of a school ora hospital that decides to 
manage its own money and is therefore no 
longer controlled by a local authority: Nurses 
and health workers voted against the opt-out. 

► ,opted-‘out adj (only before noun] (in Britain) 
an opted-out school or hospital is one that has 
decided not to be under the control of the local 
authority 

order/ l a:da(r);Am£;‘o:rd-/ 

.order sb a round (BrEalso .order sb a'bout) to 

keep on telling sb to do things in an unpleasant 
way: Stop ordering me around! o Even as a child 
he ordered hisfriends about. 

& v +■ n/pron ♦ adv 

.order in; .order In sth (AmE) to telephone and 
buy a meal from a restaurant that cooks the food 
and brings it to your home: I'm too tired to cook— 
let’s order in. o Let’s order in Chinese tonight. 

❖ v+ adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.order sb ’off; .order sb ’off sth 1 to tell sb to 

leave sth such as a bus, a train, etc: The driver 
ordered the boys off for messing around on the 
bus. 2 (for sth) (especially BrE) (in a sports game) 
to make sb le#ve the field because they have 
broken the rules of the game: He was ordered off 
for arguing with the referee, jqb-ii player >$ VN ) 
send sb off (for sth) (BrE) 0313 Order sb off is 
often used in the passive in this meaning. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv ♦ n * v * n/pton + prep 

.order out (for sth) (AmE) to telephone and buy a 
meal from a restaurant that cooks the food and 
brings it to you: We could order outfora Chinese. 
^ v + adv 

OWfl /atm; AmE oun/ 

.own ’up (to sth/to doing sth) to admit that you are 
the person responsible for sth that has hap¬ 
pened: Nobody owned up to breaking the window. 

confess (to sth/to doing *th) 0 more for mat) 
^ v + adv 
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Pp 


pace/peis/ 

pace 'out sth; pace it/them 'out (a ho ,pace 
'off sth. pace It/them ’off less frequent) to meas¬ 
ure sih by taking regular steps across it: She 
paced out the length of the room. 

CHE A noun must always follow out, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and out. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

pack/paek/ 

.pack a way if sth packs away, it can be folded 
up small when you are no longer using it: The 
jacket packs away neatly into its own i>ockei. 
v + adv 

,pack sth a'way 1 to put sth into a box, cup¬ 
board, etc. when you are no longer using it: We 
packed away the picnic things and put them in the 
car. 2 (informal) to eat a lot of sth: She can cer¬ 
tainly pack it away! 

ME> put sth away 
0 v + n/pran + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
pack sb In to attract large numbers of people to 
a show, a play, etc: The film is still packing in the 
crowds. 

m the crowds 

CEffl Pack sb in is not used in the passive. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
pack sb/sth In; pack sb/sth in/lnto sth 1 
to do a lot of things, see a lot of people, etc. in a 
limited period of time: She managed to pack a lot 
of sightseeing into three days, o We packed inalot 
yesterday afternoon . 2 to put a lot of things or 
people into a limited space: Somehow we man¬ 
aged to pack everyone in. 

cram sb/sth in, cram sb/sth in/lnto sth 
<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
pack sth ’in (BrE. informed) 1 to give sth up, 
especially a job: She's packed in her job as a 
teacher, o Smoking's bad for you. You ought to 
pack it in. o I ivas so depressed I felt like packing 
it all in. EI3 job EUD chuck sth In/up (BrE), 
Jack sth In (BrE), give sth up -» see also pack up, 
pack sth up 2 2 .pack it In used to tell sb to stop 
behaving badly or doing sth that is annoying 
you: Just pack it in, will you? 

<§> *t v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
2 v + ie + adv 

pack Into sth if people pack into a place, they 
go there in large numbers and till it completely: 
All six of us packed into the tiny car. o More than 
70 000 people packed into Trafalgar Square on 
New Year’s Eve. 

cram into sth 
*§► v+ prep 


pack sb/sth ’into sth = pack sb/sth in, tack 

SB/STH IN/INTO STH 

.pack sb ’off (to (informal) to send sb away 
especially because you do not want them with 
you: She was packed off to boarding school at the 
age of eight, o He packed the children off to bed. 
SHE Pack sb oft is often used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pack sth ‘out ( BrE) if a show, a performer, etc. 
packs out a place, they attract large numbers of 
people there to see it/them: The band packs out 
venues all over the country*. o The movie has been 
packing oul cinemas for weeks. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► .packed 'out adj ( BrE) very full: The town is 
packed out with tourists in the summer o a 
packed-out stadium 

pack 'up (BrE, informal) if a machine, an 
engine, etc. packs up, it stops working: My car's 
packed up again , 

W$> break down; give out 

0v + adv 

,pack up; pack sth up 1 to put your posses¬ 
sions, equipment, etc. into bags or boxes before 
you leave a place: It s time to pack up and go home 
now. o All our things were packed up waiting to 
be moved. WM things, belongings 2 (BrE, infor¬ 
mal ) to stop doing sth, especially a job: He used to 
smoke but he packed up last year o You’d feel bet¬ 
ter if you packed up smoking, o When did you 
pack up your job at the bookshop?' [§I3 smoking, 
work, job give sth up -> see also pack sth 

IN 1 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(rare) 

package /'psekjd 3 / 

package sth "up (especially AmE) to wrap sth 
and make it info a parcel so that you can send it 
somewhere: She packaged up his books and 
mailed them to him , 

MH> parcel sth up (BrE) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

pad /paed/ (-dd-) 

pad Sth 'out (with sth) 1 to put soft material into 
a piece of clothing in order to change its shape: 
She padded the costume out with foam. 2 to make 
sth, such as a book, an article, a speech, etc., 
longer by adding unnecessary material: Ipadded 
out the article with tots of quotations. 

<^v + adv + n*v + pron + adv *v + n + adv 


page /peid^/ 

page 'through sth (Ami?) to turn the pages of a 
hook, a magazine, etc. and look at them without 
leading them in detail: She paged through the 
report looking for her name. 

HsH> leaf through sth 

v + prep 

paint /pemt/ 

paint Sth "out ( especially BrE) to cover sth, such 
as a mark, part of a picture, etc. by putting paint 
on top of it so that no one can see it: The mark¬ 
ings on the plane had been hurriedly painted out. 
<^v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

paint over sth to cover sth with a layer of paint: 
We’ll have to paint over the dirty tnarks on the 
wall, o 1 don’t like the way the painting has 
turned out so I’ll just paint over it. 

EKira Paint over sth can be used in the passive: 
The name had been painted over. 

& v + prep 

.paint sth 'up to paint sth, decorating it in a 
bright, attractive way: Their house had been 
painted up in amazing colours, o The bus was 
painted up with advertisements. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pai f /pea(r); AmE per/ 

pair 'off pair sb 'off (with sb) to form a pair or 
pairs, especially in order to have a romantic 
relationship; to bring two people together in this 
way: By the end of the course, everyone had paired 
off. o (especially BrE) They tried to pair their 
daughter off with the neighbour's son. 
v + adv + v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.pair 'up; .pair sb 'up (with sb/sth) to form a pair 
or pail's (with sb/sth) in order to work, play a 
game, etc. together; to bring two people together 
for this purpose: The job is a lot easier if you pair 
up with someone else, o Writers have been paired 
up with artists to write articles on paintings. 

<$► v + adv * v + n/pron + adv + v + adv+n 

pal /peel/ (-1I-) 

pal a'round (with sb) (AmE) to become friends 
with sb and spend time with them; I used to pat 
around with Brad. 
v + adv 

pal 'up (with sb) (BrE) to become friends with sb: 
They palled up at college. 

^ v + adv 

palm /pavm/ 

,palm sb 'off (with sth) ( informal) 1 to persuade 
sb to believe an explanation for sth that is not 
true, in order to stop them asking questions or 
complaining: Don’t let him palm you off with an 


excuse. 2 to persuade sb to accept sth that has lit¬ 
tle value or is not what they really want: Make 
sure he doesn’t palm you off with faulty goods. 
H™> fob sb off (with sth) 

«3> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

palm sth 'off as sth (informal) to persuade sb 
that sth is better than it really is, or is sth differ¬ 
ent, especially in order to sell it; She ims trying 
to pa Im copies off as origina l paintings. 

& v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.palm sb/sth off on/onto sb (informal) to get 
rid of sb/sth that you do not want by persuading 
sb else to accept them/it; He tried to palm his 
uncle off on me for the whole afternoon, o I think 
she palmed off the stolen necklace on some unsus¬ 
pecting old lady. 

& v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep 

pan /paen/ (-nn«) 

par* 'out ( informal) (of events or a situation) to 
develop in a particular way: I don’t know why 
things panned out the way they did. o How do you 
see your career panning out ? 

WfE) turn out 
^ v+adv 

pander /'pamdsfr); 

'pander to sb/sth (disapproving) to try to please 
sb by doing or providing what they want 
although you know it is probably wrong to do so: 
He panders to her every whim . o His films never 
pandered to public taste. 

tssm Pander to sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: f don’t think children should be pandered to. 
^ v + prep 

panic /‘psemk/(-ck-> 

'panic sb into sth; panic sb into doing sth 

to make sb do sth too quickly because they are 
afraid: Don’t let them panic you into a decision. 
maii Panic sb into sth/into doing sth is often 
used in the passive: She refused to be panicked 
into making rash promises. 

<3> v + n/pron + prep 

paper Z'peipsKr)/ 

paper "over sth 1 to cover sth such as a wall 
with thick paper in order to hide sth: We papered 
over the stains on the wall. 2 to hide sth such as a 
problem, a disagreement, etc., especially quickly 
or not very well; The divisions in the party had 
been papered over during the election campaign. 
rcran Paper over sth can be used in the passive, 
^ v + prep 

paper over the 'cracks (In sth) to try to hide 
a problem or fault, especially in a way that is 
unlikely to be successful 





parcel 
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parcel /'pa:sl; AmJ£‘pa;rsl/ (-II-, AmE A -) 

parcel sth 'out to divide sth into parts or por¬ 
tions: They parcelled out the land into small plots, 
o The work was parcelled out among the staff. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (nine) 
parcel sth 'up ( BrE ) to wrap sth and make it into 
a parcel: She parcelled up the books ready to send . 

package sth up (especially AmE), wrap 
sth up 

HI Parcel sth is used less often with the same 
meaning. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

pare /pea(r); AmE pari 

pare sth a'way/'off to remove the thin outer 
layer from sth in thin strips: Pare off the rind 
from the orange using a sharp knife . o (figura¬ 
tive) Their rights had been pared away under the 
last three kings. 

n Pare sth can also be used with this mean¬ 
ing: Pare the rind from the lemons, o thinly pared 
rind 

4^v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
pare Sth down (also .pare sth 'back less fre¬ 
quent) (to sth) to gradually reduce sth consider¬ 
ably in size or amount: We’ve pared our expenses 
down to a minimum. 

'MTE> cut sth hack; cut sth down (to sth) 

IMS Pare sth can also be used with this mean¬ 
ing: We pared costs by doing much of the work 
ourselves. 

<*► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

parlay /‘pa:lei; AmE ’pa:rlei/ 

parlay sth ‘into sth (AmE. informal) to use an 
advantage that you have, such as money or a 
skill, in order to get sth or make it worth more: 
He parlayed his relationship with his boss into an 
important job. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

part (pa:t;AmEpa:vti 

‘part with sth to give sth away that you would 
prefer to keep: It was my grandmother s necklace 
and HU ne ver part with it. o (humorous ) We won 7 
be sorry to part with that old sofa, o He hates 
parting with (- spending) his money. 

ISIS money 
0 v + prep 

partake /pcu'teik; AmE pccrEf (partook 
/-'tuk/partaken /-’teikan/) 

partake of sth (old-fashioned or humorous) to 
eat or drink sth: Would you care to partake of 
some refreshment? 

& v+prep 


partition /pai'tijn; AmE pccr't-/ 

partition sth ‘off to separate one area, one part 
of a room, etc, from another with a wall or 
screen: The dining area is partitioned off with 
screens. 

BESS Partition sth off is often used in the pas¬ 
sive. 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
pass /pcus; AmE pees/ 

~ around - off as 

- as -on 

- away - on to 

- between - out 

- by - over 

199 -down 200 - round 

- for - through 

- into - to 

-off - up 

pass sth a round; pass sth around sth 
(BrEalso .pass sth ‘round, pass sth 'round sth) 

to offer sth to each person in a group: Would you 
mind passing the sandwiches round? o A picture 
was passed around the class. 

>sm> hand sth round, hand sth around 
<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
pass as sb 
-+ see also pass for/as sb 

pass a'way 1 (also .pass ‘on) people say pass 
away to avoid saying ‘die’: She passed away 
peacefully in her sleep. 2 to disappear: Many of 
these customs have passed away. 
v + adv 

pass be'tween sb if sth such as a look, a word, 
etc. passes between two people, they look 
quickly at each other, speak to each other, etc: A 
look of understanding passed between Ann and 
Carla, o I never knew what passed between them 
( what they said to each other) on that day t 
v + prep 

pass ‘by if time passes by, it goes past: The 
weeks passed by and she didn’t call 
2HH> go by 

EHE Pass is used more frequently with this 
meaning: The weeks passed. 

0 v + adv 

,pass 'by; pass 'by sb/sth to go past sb/sth 
without stopping: He saw the procession pass by. 
o The boat passed close by the island. 

XUS) go by, go by sb/sth 
IM Pass and pass sb/sth are also used with 
this meaning: We watched the procession pass. 
v + adv * v + prep 

► 'bypass n 1 a road that goes around a town, etc. 
and which is intended to keep traffic out of the 
town centre 2 a medical operation on the heart 
in which blood is directed along a different route 
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pass over 


so that it does not flow through a part that is 
damaged or blocked ; the new route that the blood 
takes: a bypass operation 

► passer-by n a person who is walking past 
sb/sth. especially when sth unexpected happens: 
Several passers-by stopped to help. 
pass sb/sth 'by to happen without affecting 
sb/sth: She feels that life is passing her by (= that 
she is not enjoying the opportunities and pleas¬ 
ures of life), o The whole business passed him by 
(- he was hardly aware that it was happening). 

<§► v + n/prcn+adv 

pass sth 'down (to sb) to give sth or teach sth to 
your children or people who are younger than 
you, who will then give or teach it to their chil¬ 
dren, etc: These stories were passed down from 
one generation to the next, o Some of the furni¬ 
ture has been passed down through the family. 
TfvH> band sth down (to sb) 

BEHI Pass sth down is often used in the passive, 
^v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
'pass for sth (disapproving) used to say that 
although sth is said to be a particular thing, you 
do not think it is good enough to be called that; I 
got used to drinking what passes for tea in that 
part of the world. 

^ v + prep 

'pass for/as sb to be so much like another per¬ 
son, or another type of person, that people could 
easily think you were that person or type: He 
speaks French welt enough to pass for a French¬ 
man. o She’s in her forties but she could pass for 
ten years younger, o They could pass as twins. 

& v + prep 

'pass Into sth to become a part of sth: Many for¬ 
eign words have passed into English. 

$ v + prep 

.pass 'off (BrE) 1 1+ adv/prep] if an event passes 
off in a particular way, it takes place and is fin¬ 
ished in the way mentioned: The election has 
passed off without incident, o The celebrations 
passed off peacefully. 2 if pain, the effects of a 
drug, etc. pass off, they gradually disappear: 
The symptoms should pass off within 24 hours. 

& v + adv 

.pass sth 'off to act as if a difficult or awkward 
remark or situation is less important than you 
really think it is: He had really upset her, but she 
smiled and tried to pass it off o He managed to 
pass the question off lightly. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.pass sb/sth off as sb/sth; .pass yourself 
'off as sb/sth to pretend that sb or sth is some¬ 
thing that they are not: She tried to pass the pic¬ 
ture off as an original, o He succeeded in passing 
himself off as a doctor. 

^ v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep (less 
frequent) 


.pass 'on t (to sth) (BrE) to begin a new activity, 
discussion, etc: Let’s pass on to the next item on 
the agenda, o If you can’t answer one question, 
pass on to the next. >syh> move cm (to sth) 2 = 
PASS AWAY 1 
^ v + adv 

.pass sth 'on (to sb) 1 to give sth to sb else, espe¬ 
cially after receiving or using it yourself: I’ll 
pass this book on to you when Eve finished with it. 
o Ell pass on your news to the rest of the family. 
wnn hand sth on (to sb) 2 to give sth that you 
have, such as a disease, a quality, etc. to sb else: 
HIV can be passed on from parent to child, o Par¬ 
ents pass these attitudes on to their children. 3 if a 
company, a shop/store, etc. passes on higher or 
lower costs to its customers, it makes them pay 
more or less for sth: The supermarket did not 
pass on its profit to customers by cutting prices. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.pass sb 'on to sb to arrange for sb else to help 
or deal with a particular person: Em afraid I 
can’t answer your question, but I’ll pass you on to 
my colleague. 

# v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.pass 'out 1 to lose consciousness: He almost 
passed out with the pain. M) black out; faint 4 
see also come round/come to 2 (also pass 'out 
of sth) ( BrE) to leave a military college after 
completing a course of training 
^ v+adv 2 also v + adv + prep 
.pass sth 'out (to sb) to give something to each 
person in a group: The teacher asked me to pass 
the books out. 

Wd*> give sth out; hand sth out (to sb) 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.pass 'over sb (for sth), .pass him, them, etc. 
'over (for sth) to not consider sb for a better job, 
especially when they deserve it or think they 
deserve it: I was passed over for promotion again 
o He was passed over in favour of a younger man. 
Bran A noun must always follow over, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and over. * 
This phrasal verb is often used in the passive, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

.pass 'over sb/sth 1 to move over the top of 
sb/sth: The planes pass directly over the hospital, 
o The eye of the storm was passing over us, 2 to 
ignore or avoid sth: They chose to pass over her 
rude remarks, o For years this painting was 
passed over by experts. WE> Ignore sb/sth GESH 
Pass over sb/sth can be used in the passive in 
this meaning. 

$ v + prep 

► 'overpass n (especially AmE) a bridge that car¬ 
ries one road or railway above another; a bridge 
over a road for people who want to cross: Don’t 
try ' to cross the highway — use the overpass. 
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.pass sb/sth ‘over (to sb) 1 to give sth to sb, espe¬ 
cially when they ask for it or you do not want it 
any more; to give sb, or the responsibility for sb, 
to sb else: Jeff passed the phone over so that I 
could speak to Clare, o The doctor passed the 
baby over to the nurse, o Control of the budgets 
has been passed over to individual schools. WHD 
hand sb/sth over (to sb) 2 to let sb listen or 
speak to sb else when you have finished talking: 
If there are no more questions. I'll pass you over to 
Ted. MD hand over to sb, hand sb over to sb 
0 v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.pass sth 'round; .pass sth 'round sth ( BrE } 

= PASS STH AROUND, PASS STH AROUND STH 

.pass 'through; .pass 'through sth to go or 

travel through a place, only stopping for a short 
time: We’re not staying here , we’re just passing 
through, o We passed through Pompeii on our 
way to Naples. 

<£>v +■ adv ♦ v + prep 

.pass 'through sth ( especially BrE) to experi¬ 
ence a particular kind of situation or period of 
time, especially a difficult or unpleasant one, 
and develop during it: She passed through a diffi¬ 
cult period after her divorce, o The industry is 
passing through a period of change. 

IS period, stage ME) go through sth 
v + prep 

'pass to sb/sth to begin to be owned by sb new: 
When she died , the house passed to her niece. 

0 v + prep 

.pass sth ’up (informal) to decide not to take 
advantage of an opportunity 7 , an offer, etc: She 
passed up the chance of a trip to Pome, o Imagine 
passing up an offer like tha t! 
tP-Bjj opportunity, chance, offer 
0 v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

patch /psetJV 

.patch sb/sth 'through to connect telephone or 
electronic equipment temporarily; The radio 
axis patched through to army headquarters 
<f>v + n/pron + adv 

.patch Sth to gether to arrange sth quickly, 
especially by putting several different parts 
together, without taking any care over it: An 
interim government was quickly patched together 
^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.patch sb/sth 'up to give quick or temporary 
medical treatment to someone who is injured: 
They patched him up and sent him back onto the 
field (= for example in a game of football), o The 
doctor did. the best he could to patch up their 
wounds. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.patch sth 'upl to repair sth, especially quickly 
or temporarily: The car was patched up and 
resold, o We patched up the hole in the roof and 
got it repaired the next day. 2 to end a quarrel or 
dispute with sb and be friends again: They 
patched up their differences, o Can ’tyou two try to 
patch things up? i&bvj differences, quarrel, 
things 3 to agree on sth, especially alter long dis¬ 
cussions and even though the agreement is not 
completely satisfactory: They managed to patch 
up a peace. 

^ 1 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
2,3v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 

paw/pa 

’paw at sb/sth (informal) if an animal paws at 
sb/sth, it touches sb/sth repeatedly with its foot: 
a horse pawing at the ground o (figurative) One 
of the children was pawing at my sleeve. 

0 v + prep 

pay /pet/ (paid, paid /peid/) 

.pay sb 'back (for sth/for doing sth) to punish sb 
because they have made you or sb else suffer: I’ll 
pay him back forgetting me into trouble! 

WfE) got back at sb (for sth/for doing sth) 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

> 'payback n [C] [UJ a reward or a punishment 
that sb receives for sth they have done 

see also payback at bay sb hack, pay sth back 

(TO SB) 

.pay sb 'back; .pay sth 'back (to sb) to return 
money that you have borrowed from sb: Vll pay 
you back next week. o She’s trying to pay the loan 
back over 5 years, o He’ll never be able to pay back 
the money 

}*W) repay sb (sth), repay sth (to sb) (more 
formal ) 

In informal language pay sb back sth and, 
less often, pay sb sth back are also used: When 
are you going to pay me back that $100 you owe 
me? o Can you pay me that money back soon? 

0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

► 'payback n [C] [U] the money that you receive 
back on money that you have invested; the time 
that it takes to get your money back; I’m waiting 
to get the maximum payback on my investment. o 
a ten-year payback 

-¥ see also payback at pay sb rack (for sth/for 
DOING STH) 

'pay for Sth to suffer or be punished for sth 
wrong that you have done or said, or for sth you 
believe: Someone 's going to pay for this! o They 
are paying dearly for their mistake. 

15531 mistake, crime 
^ v + prep 


mmmmem **■•"«*«*«***«■ — 

.pay sth 'in; ,pay sth 'into sth to put money 
into a bank account: I had to go to the bank to pay 
a cheque in. o Her wages are paid directly into her 
account 

15531 cheque, money 7 syn> deposit sth (in sth) 

(moreformal) 

0 v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.pay 'off if sth that involves risk pays off, it is 
successful and brings the results that you want: 
The gamble paid off o Their hard work is begin¬ 
ning to pay off o All the training you’ve been 
doing seems to have paid off handsomely (= has 
had very good results). 

^ v + adv 

► 'pay-off n (informal) a reward or a benefit that 
you receive as a resul t of sth you do: What are the 
pay-offs of working at home? 

see also fay-off at fay sb off 
.pay sb 'off 1 to give sb money to persuade them 
not to do sth or not to tell sb about sth illegal or 
dishonest you have done: She refused to be paid 
off HT3 buy sb off 2 to pay sb the money they 
have earned and dismiss them from their job: 
The store has paid off many of the full-time staff 
and offered them part-time work . 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'pay-off n (informal) 1 a payment you make to 
sb to persuade them not to do sth or not to tell sb 
about sth illegal or dishonest you have done: 
Police have been accused of receiving pay-offs 
from local gangs. 2 a pay ment made to sb to per¬ 
suade them to leave their job: She has received a 
£10000pay-off 

-* see also pay-off at fay off 
„pay sth/sb 'off 1 to finish paying money that 
you owe for sth: I used the money to pay off my 
overdraft, o They’re still paying off their mort¬ 
gage. o to pay off creditorsfa. bank manager 15131 
mortgage, loan, debts YUE) repay sth/sb (mare 
formal) 2 (especially BrE) to pay the fare for a 
taxi journey; She paid the taxi off and walked the 
rest Of the way. |objj taxi/cab 
0 1 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.pay 'out; .pay sth 'out (for sth ) (especially BrEh 
to pay a large amount for sth: The insurance com¬ 
pany refused to pay out. o The government pays 
out millions of pounds in benefits, o I can’t afford 
to pay out for private treatment. 

0 v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(rate) 

► 'payout n a large amount of money that is 
given to sb: People injured in the crash won record 
payouts from the rail company. 

,pay sth 'out ( BrE) to release or pass a length or 
rope, etc, through your hands: He started paying 
out the rope. 

0 v + adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv • v + n + adv (rare) 


.pay ’up (informal) to give somebody the money 
that you owe them, especially if you do not want 
to: In the end we threatened to take them to court 
and they paid up. 

7MzE> cough up (especially BrE) 
v + adv 

► 'paid-up adj [only before noun] 1 having paid 
all the money necessary to be a member of a club 
or an organization 2 (informal) strongly sup¬ 
porting sth: a fully paid-up football fan 

peck/pek/ 

'peck at sth to eat only very small amounts of 
sth, because you are not hungry: He was so ner¬ 
vous he only pecked at his lunch. 

0v + prep 

peel/pid/ 

.peel away/back (from sth), .peel 

a’wayback (horn sth) to come off the surface 
of sth; to remove a thin layer from the surface of 
sth: The wallpaper had started to peel away o 
The paint was peeling away from the wood, o She 
peeled back the blankets and jumped into bed. o 
He peeled away the plastic wrapping. 

-+ see also feel sth off, peel sth off sth 
0v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.peel ’off 1 to come away from the surface of sth: 
The wallpaper was peeling off. [SUM paper, skin, 
paint 2 (of cars, aircraft, etc.) to leave a group and 
turn to one side: The planes peeled off one by one. 
0 v + adv 

.peel Sth "off 1 to remove some or all of your 
clothing, especially sth that fits tightly: He peeled 
off his wet clothes, iqbjj clothes, gloves, T-shirt, 
etc. 2 to remove some notes from a thick pile of 
folded or rolled paper money: He peeled off two 
hundred dollars and handed them to her. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

.peel sth off; .peel sth off sth to remove a 
thin layer from the surface of something: He 
peeled off the sweet wrapper: o She peeled all the 
wallpaper off the bathroom ceiling. 

[5531 wallpaper, paint, wrapper 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

peg/peg/(-gg-) 

.peg a way (at sth) (informal) to continue to work 
hard at or try to achieve sth difficult: He keeps 
pegging away at his novel . 

0 v + adv 

.peg sb/sth 'back (especially in sport) to stop 
sb/sth from winning or from increasing the 
amount by which they are ahead: Italy were win¬ 
ning 2-0, but mre pegged back to a draw by 
Spain's late goal. 

rcisffg peg sb/sth back is often used in the pas¬ 
sive. ♦ It is common in newspapers. 

0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n {less frequent) 
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peg "out (BrE, irfformal) to die: / thought she was 
going to peg out right in front of me! 
v + adv 

peg sth 'out (BrE) to fasten washing to a line 
with a wooden or plastic device (a peg): He was 
outside, pegging the washing out. 

IHH washing, clothes hang sth out 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pelt /pelt/ 

'pelt down (informal) to rain very heavily: It's 
pelting down (with rain) outside. 

pour down 

^ v + adv 

pefl /pen/ (*nn*) 

.pen sb/sth in; .pen sb/sth in sth to shut sb/sth 
in a small space with waEs or fences, etc, all around: 
We penned the sheep in the yard, o The trouble* 
makers were penned in by the police, o (figurative) 
She fell penned in living in the heart of the city. 

GEO! This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.pen sb/sth 'up (especially BrE) to shut sb/sth in a 
place with walls, fences, etc, all around, and not 
let them leave: It was good logo outside after being 
penned up in the house all day. o They penned us 
up in a little room and wouldn 'l let anyone leave . 
BEXQ Pen sb/sth up is usually used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pencil /'pens!/ (-H-, AmE-l-) 

.pencil sb/sth 'in (for sth) to write down sb’s 
name for an appointment, or the details of an 
arrangement, although you know that this 
might have to be changed later: Lei's pencil in the 
third of May for the meeting. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

pension /'penijn/ 

.pension sb ‘off to allow or force sb to leave their 
job and stop regular work (to retire), especially 
because they are old or ill, and pay them a regu¬ 
lar sum of money (a pension): She was pen¬ 
sioned off at the age of 56. o (figurative) We’ve 
pensioned our old TV off and bought a new one, 
EES! Pension sb off is usually used in the 
passive, 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pep /pep/ (-pp-) 

,pep sb/sth ‘up (informal) to make sb/sth more 
interesting; to make sb feel more lively or full of 
energy: The company needs to pep up its image. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


pepper / i pepa<r)/ 

‘pepper sb/sth with sth to hit sb/sth with lots 
of small things such as bullets: They said they 
were peppered with shotgun pellets as they walked 
in the forest, o (figurative) The interviewer pep¬ 
pered her with questions. 

EES! Pepper sb/stli with sth is usually used in 
the passive. 

0 v +n/pron + prep 

'pepper sth with sth to include a large number 
of sth in sth: She peppers her conversation with 
references to famous people . o Her hair is pep¬ 
pered with grey 

US! Pepper sth with sth is usually used in the 
passive, 

<$► v +n/pron + prep 

perk /park; AmE parrk/ 

,perk 'up; .perk sb 'up (informal) to become, or 
make sb, more lively or more cheerful, especially 
after they have been ill/sick: You’ve perked up 
since this morning. oA shower would soon perk 
you up. 

HD liven up, liven sb up 

v + adv * v +n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 

,perk ‘Up; .perk Sth up (informal) to improve or 
increase in value, to make sth increase in value, 
etc: The weather seems to be perking up. o The 
recent demand for houses has perked up the prices, 
o House prices are expected to pet k up. 

H® Improve, improve sth 
^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.perk sth 'up (informal) to make sth more inter¬ 
esting or more attractive: Perk up a dark kitchen 
with a coat of paint o A vegetable stew can he 
perked up with a dash of chilli sauce, o ideas for 
perking up bland food 
HD liven sth up 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 

permit /pa'mrt; Aw&’par'm-/ (-«-) 

per'mit of sth (formal) to make sth possible; to 
allow sth to happen: The situation does not per¬ 
mit of any delay 

BED! Permit of sth is usually used in negative 
sentences, and in written English. 

^ v + prep 

pertain /pe'tenrAmA'par’b/ 

per tain to sth (formal) to be connected with a 
particular subject, person, event or situation: 
The committee was reviewing all the laws pertain¬ 
ing to adoption. 

<*> v + prep 
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peter /•pi:t®(r}/ 

.peter 'out (Into sth) to decrease or fade gradually 
before coming to an end: The road titered out 
into a dirt track , o By midday their enthusiasm 
had petered out. o The conversation gradually 
petered out, 
v+adv 

phase /feiz/ 

.phase sth 'in to introduce sth gradually or in 
stages: The government will phase in the new tax. 
Yoffy phase sth out 

tsm Phase sth in is often used in the passive: 
The scheme will be phased in over 15 years. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.phase sth 'out to stop using sth gradually or in 
stages: They agreed to phase out chemical weapons. 
5qpp> phase sth in 

i?Mia Phase sth out is often used in the passive: 
The old system is being phased out. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

phone /faun; AmE foon/ 

Rian To phone is the most common way to say 
'to telephone' in British English. To ring and to 
call are also used. The most common verb in 
American English for this is to call. 

.phone a'round/'round; .phone a round/ 
'round sb/sth ( especially BrE) to make phone 
calls to several different people or places, usu¬ 
ally to try to find out some information: I spent 
the morning phoning round hotels, trying to book 
a room. oHe phoned around to tell everyone 
about the meeting: 

^ v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.phone back; .phone sb back (especially 
BrE) to telephone sb again or to telephone sb 
who telephoned you earlier: I left a message but 
they never phoned back, o Tom called while you 
were out. He asked if you could phone him back, o 
The travel agent phoned back to confirm your 
booking, o It’s engaged - ITl phone back later. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 
.phone 'In (especially BrE) 1 to telephone your 
place of work: 1’U phone in to say I won't be in 
until lunchtime, o He phoned in sick (= to say he 
was ill/sick and could not go to work) this morn¬ 
ing. 2 to phone a television or radio programme: 
Hundreds of listeners phoned in to complain. 
v + adv 

► ’phone-in n (especially BrE) a radio or TV pro¬ 
gramme in which people can phone and ask 
questions, give their opinions, etc. as the pro¬ 
gramme is being broadcast: He hosts a radio 
phone-in. o a phone-in programme 


.phone sth 'in (especially BrE) to make a tele¬ 
phone call to the place where you work in order 
to give sb some information: Our reporter 
phoned the story in this afternoon. 

ME) ling sth i n{BrE) 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.phono round; .phone round sb/sth (espe¬ 
cially BrE) = PHONE AROUND/ROUND, PHONE 
AROUND/ROUND SB/STH 

.phone sth 'through (especially BrE) to phone 
sb with details of or information about sth: 
Phone your order through to the store. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.phone up; .phone sb/sth 'up (especially BrE) 
to make a telephone call to sb/sth: I’ll phone up 
and cancel my appointment, o Phone Mike up 
and ask him if he wants to come, o I phoned up 
the bank this morning. 

to Phone and phone sb are also frequently 
used with this meaning. Phone up and phone 
sb up are very common in spoken English, 
v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

pick/pik i 

-at * over 

- off - up 

-on 205 -upon 

204 - out 

'pick at Sth 1 to eat very small amounts of food 
because you are not hungry: She picked at her 
food for a while , then left the table. tbPl food, 
meal 2 to pull sth with your fingers several 
times: She picked nervously at her skirt, until she 
made a hole. 

^ v+prep 

.pick sb/sth 'off 1 to shoot a person, an animal, a 
bird, art aircraft, etc. especially one of a group, 
after aiming carefully: One of our men was 
picked off by a sniper. 2 to choose the best people 
or things for your own use: The company con¬ 
tinues to pick off the brightest young graduates. 
<^v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 
.pick sth off; .pick sth 'off sth to remove sth 
from sth with your fingernails or a tool: She 
watered the plants and picked off the dead lea ves, 
<!► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
'pick on sb 1 to treat sb badly or unfairly, espe¬ 
cially repeatedly: You ’re always picking on met o 
The manager was accused of picking on a mem¬ 
ber of the department o It s difficult being the 
younger sister — you always get picked on. 2 
(especially BrE) to choose sb for a task, especially 
an unpleasant one: The teacher always picked on 
Tom to answer the difficult questions. 
gam Pick on sb can be used in the passive: She 
was picked on by the other children at school 
v + prep 
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,pfck sb/sth ‘out 1 to choose sb/sth from a num¬ 
ber of people or things: He picks out. people from 
(he audience to come up on stage, o The brightest 
students ivere picked out for special training, o He 
picked out the most expensive suit in the shop, 
2MD select sb/sth (more formal) 2 to recognize 
sb/sth from among people or things: Can you pick 
me out in this old school photo? o The suspect was 
picked out at an identity parade. 3 to manage to 
see sb/sth: We could just pick out a car in the dis¬ 
tance, make sb/sth out (moreformal) 4 if a 

light, etc. picks sb/sth out it shines on sb/sth so 
that thev/it are easier to see: The car’s headlights 
picked out a road sign. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.pick sth 'out 1 to discover or recognize sth after 
careful study: It was difficult to pick out the 
important points from the mass of facts, o They 
were asked to pick out exactly what it was that 
made his style so distinctive. 2 if you pick out a 
tune on a musical instrument, you play a tune 
that you have heard or made up slowly, note by 
note, without using written music: Buddie was 
picking out a simple tune on h is guitar. SI3 mel¬ 
ody, tune 3 usually be .picked out ( BrE) to 
paint, draw or write sth in such a way that it is 
very easy to see, especially by using a colour that 
is different from the background: The details of 
thejlowers were picked out in blue and gold, 
^►v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.pick sth over 1 (also .pick through sth less fre¬ 
quent) to look carefully at a group of things, 
choosing what you want and rejecting anything 
you do not want: He picked over the apples, check¬ 
ing for bad oties. o Bargain hunters picked over a 
pile of sale items. 2 (especially BrE) to examine or 
analyse sth carefully: We spent the meeting pick¬ 
ing over last month’s results, 

<!► v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
.pick 'up 1 to become better; to improve: The mar¬ 
ket always picks up in the spring, o The game 
started very slowly but picked up in the second 
half, o We ’re waiting until the weather picks up a 
bit. 2 if the wind picks up, it starts to blow more 
strongly: The wind seems to be picking up. 3 to 
start again; to continue: The new series picks up 
where the old one left off. see also pick sth op 
10 4 if your speed picks up, you start to go 
faster: After the first mile (= in a race) I started to 
feel stronger and my speed picked up. -» see also 
PICK UP SPEED/MOMENTUM at PICK STH UP 5 if a 
bus, etc, picks up somewhere, it stops there to 
allow passengers to get on: The bus picks up out¬ 
side the Post Office -» see also pick sh up 3 6 (infor¬ 
mal, especially AmE) to collect things that have 
been dropped or left on the ground and put them 
away: / shouldn’t have to pick up after you! see 
also Vick sth up 12 
v+adv 


► 'pickup n 1 an improvement: There are no 
signs of a pickup in consumer spending. 2 (AmE) 
the ability of a vehicle to increase its speed 
-* see also pickup at pick shop; pickup at pick 

STH UP 

.pick sb 'up 1 to take hold of and lift sb: I always 
pick the baby up when she cries. -> see also pick 
sth up l 2 to go to sb"s home or a place you have 
arranged and take them somewhere in your car: 
I'll pick you up at seven o’clock, o He picked up a 
hitch-hiker, o I went to pick her up from the air¬ 
port. EES Pick sb up is used much more often 
than collect sb in spoken English. 3 .pick up sb, 
.pick him, her, them, etc. 'up if a bus, etc. picks 
up sb, it stops and allows them to get on: The bus 
stopped to pick up some passengers, EEQGl A noun 
must always follow up, but a pronoun comes 
between the verb and up. -+ see also pick up 54 to 
rescue sb, for example from the sea: Lifeboats 
picked up all the survivors. 5 to arrest sb; to take 
sb somewhere in order to question them: She 
was picked up by the police as she was leaving her 
hotel. 8 (informal) to start talking to sb you do 
not know, because you want to have a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with them: He picked her up at a club. 7 
if sth picks you up, it makes you feel better: A 
cup of tea will soon pick you up, 

-> see also pick yourself up 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
3 v + adv+ n ♦ v + pron + adv 

► 'pick-me-up n ( informal) something that 
makes you feel better or happier, etc: Thecomtry 
air was the perfect pick-me-up. 

► 'pickup n 1 an occasion when sb gets in a car, 
on a bus, etc. to be taken to another place: The 
coach driver made several pickups before heading 
for the airport, o a pickup point 2 (informal) a 
situation in which sb is trying to start a sexual 
relationship with a person they do not know; the 
person they are trying to start a sexual relation¬ 
ship with: Nothing ever came of his pickups. 

-> see also pickup at pick up; pickup at pick sth 
up 

.pick sth 'up 1 to take hold of and lift sth: I picked 
up your bag by mistake, o Pick your coat up off 
the floor! o Pick up (- answer the phone) if 
you’re there, Tom! -» see also prcR sb up 1 2 to 
obtain or collect sth: We can pick up the tickets an 
hour before the show starts. 3 to learn a language, 
a skill, etc., or to get information, without mak¬ 
ing an effort: She picks up languages really easily, 
o 1 showed her haw to use the software and she 
picked it up quickly, o I picked up lots of tips on 
home entertainment from the magazine, o She 
picked up the idea for the novel from a news story. 
SO languages, French, tips, etc. 4 to get or 
obtain sth: He picked up a virus at school, o The 
children have picked up the local accent SO 
cold, ha bit 8 5 to identify' or recognize sth: The 
early signs of the disease were not picked up. [aO 


signs detect sth 6 if a machine picks sth 
up, it receives a sound, a signal or a picture: The 
microphone picks up every sound, o Signals from 
the satellite are picked up at ground stations, o 
We were able to pick up the BBC World Service. 7 
to buy sth, especially cheaply or by good luck: He 
picked up some amazing bargains in the sales, o 
You can pick up a second-hand bike for about £60. 
SO bargain 8 to win a prize or an award: The 
movie picked up several Oscars. SO award, 
cheque 8 to find and follow a route, etc: A police 
dog picked up his scent, o The French police 
picked up the trail and traced her to Lisle. SO 
trail, scent 10 to discuss something further: to 
return to a topic or theme and continue it: Can I 
pick up the point you made earlier? o We pick the 
story up again in London, five years later. leO 
point, story -» see also pick up 3 1 1 to manage to 
see or hear sth that is not very clear: / just picked 
up the sound of a car in the distance. 12 (espe¬ 
cially AmE) to collect things that have been 
dropped or left on the ground and put them away: 
Will you pick up your toys now?-* see also pick up 
613 (AmE) to tidy a room, etc. and put things 
away: Pick up your room before you go out. WM 
room M) tidy sth up (BrE), tidy sth (BrE) 14 
(informal) if you pick up a bill for sth you pay it 
for sb else: We ended up picking up the bill. S 
bill, tab 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 14v + adv + n + 
v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
a pick up the 'pieces to return, or to help sb 
return, to a normal situation, particularly after 
a shock or a disaster: He walked out on his family, 
leaving his wife to pick up the pieces, pick up 
speed/mo'mentum to go faster: The bus picked 
up speed as it went down the hill, 

* 'pickup 1 (also 'pickup truck) a light motor 
vehicle with low sides and no roof at the back, 
used for example, by farmers 2 the part of a 
record player or musical instrument that 
changes electrical signals into sound, or sound 
into electrical signals 

-* see a Iso pickup at pick up; pickup at pick sb up 

.pick yourself 'up to get to your feet, especially 
after a fall: She picked herself up and stumbled 
on. o (figurative) We have to pick ourselves up 
after yesterday s defeat and start again. 

see also pick so up 
<$> v + pron + adv 

.pick 'tip on sth 1 to notice sth: He picked up on 
her feelings of unease, o Children soon pick up on 
tensions between their parents. 2 to return to a 
point in order to talk about it in more detail: Id 
like to pick up on Mr Finlay s point. (£13 point 
v + adv + prep 

.pick sb 'up on Sth (BrE) to correct sth that sb 
has said or done: If you make a mistake, he 
always picks you up on it. 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 


piece /pus/ 

.piece sth tog ether 1 to discover a story, etc. 
by putting together separate facts or pieces of 
evidence: Detectives are piecing together the 
events of the last hours of his life, o Investigators 
are still trying to piece together the evidence to find 
out what caused the crash. S evidence, story, 
events 2 to make sth by putting a lot of separate 
parts together: Archaeologists have worked for 
years to piece together the huge mosaic. 

<£> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent ) 

pig /pip/ (-gg-> 

,pig 'out (on sth) (informal) to eat too much or a 
lot of food: We pigged out at lunch for four bucks 
each, o It isn't a good idea to pig out on sugar. 

^v + adv 

► 'pig-out n an occasion on which you eat too 
much or a lot of food: We had a real pig-out last 
night, o a pig-out party 

pile /pail/ 

.pile 'in/ out; .pile 'into/ out of sth to go in or 

out of somewhere without order or control: The 
taxi arrived and we all piled in. o Crowds of chil¬ 
dren piled out of the building. 

[oSH car. taxi, room 
^ v + adv + v + prep 

.pile ’into sb/sth to crash into sb/sth: She stopped 
dead in the middle of the pavement and we all 
piled into her. o As many as 30 cars and trucks 
piled into each other in the fog this morning, 

-a see also pile up, pile sth up 
v + prep 

.pile 'on if sb’s weight piles on, it increases rap¬ 
idly: The pounds have just piled on since I got 
married! 

<§► v + adv 

.pile sth 'on 1 to express a feeling in a much 
stronger way than is necessary: l admit I’m pil¬ 
ing on the drama a bit , but Vm trying to make a 
serious point. 2 to give sb a lot or too much of sth: 
United piled on the pressure in the second half 
( -of the football game). pressure, guilt 3 to 

make sth increase rapidly: As soon as she stops 
dieting she piles on the pounds, o The team were 
piling on the points. [20 pounds, weight 
<*> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
EE] pile on the agony,'gloom (informal, espe¬ 
cially BrE) to make an unpleasant situation 
worse 

.pile out; .pile out of sth 

see a/so pile in/out, pile into/out of sth 
.pile up: .pile sth 'upl to form a pile; to make a 
lot of things into a pile: Snow was piling up 
against the windows, o They piled the stones up 
in a corner of the yard. 2 to increase or to make 
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sth increase in quantity or amount: Rubbish was 
piling up in the streets. o The bills were piling up 
and we had no money to pay them, o Liverpool 
should have gone on to pile up a big score (= in a 
game of football). 

^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pro<n + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
2 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv • 
v + n + adv (rare) 

► pile-up n a road accident in which several 
vehicles crash into each other: Eleven cars were 
involved in a pile-up on the motorway, o Three- 
people were killed in a multiple pile-up. 

pin /pm/ (-nn-) 

,pin sb 'down 1 to make sb unable to move, espe¬ 
cially by holding them firmly: The older boy had 
pinned Jimmy down on the floor, o The rebels were 
pinned down ( they could not move from their 
position) just south of the border. 2 (to sth/to doing 
sth) to make sb say dearly exactly what they are 
going to do: You'll find it difficult to pin him down 
to a price, o They pinned the builders down to fin¬ 
ishing by June. JHa) nail sb down (to sth) 3 to 
find sb and make them answer a question or tell 
you what you need to know: She tried to pin him 
down for an interview, but he was always busy. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

,pir» sth 'down to identify or understand sth 
exactly: There’s something wrong with this photo¬ 
graph but I can’t quite pin it down, o Doctors have 
been unable to pin down the cause of her symptoms. 
4^ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
'pin sth on sb to make sb seem responsible or 
take the blame for sth they have not done: They 
tr ied to pin the blame on me! 

£0 blame 
4^ v+n/pron + prep 

EE3 pin (all) your 'hopes on sb/sth; ,pln your 
faith on sb/sth to rely on sb/sth completely for 
success or help: Police are pinning their hopes on 
finding the murder weapon. 

,pln sth 'up 1 to fasten sth to a wall, etc. with 
pins: He pinned up a notice on the board . o Can I 
pin this poster up? 2 to fix your hair in place with 
pins: She was pinning her hair up in front- of the 
mirror. £13 hair 
<*► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► pin-up n 1 a picture of an attractive person, 
designed to he put up on the wall for people to 
look at: The walls of his room were covered in pin¬ 
ups. o He was football’s first pin-up boy 2 a per¬ 
son who appears in a pin-up 

pine /pain/ 

( plne a'way to become very sad, and sometimes 
ill or weak because sb has died or gone away: 
After his wife died , he just pined away, o He 
seemed to be pining away from love. 

4§> v + adv 


'pine for sb/sth to want or miss sb/sth very 
much : She umsn *t rea lly pining for Brazil at all o 
a dog pining for its master 
0 v + prep 

pipe/paip/ 

.pipe 'down (informal) used to tell sb to be less 
noisy or to stop talking: OK. every body pipe down! 
v + adv 

.pipe ’up (with sth) (informal) to begin to speak: 
Debbie suddenly piped up with Toe seen this film 
before!’ 

v + adv * v + adv + speech 

piss /pis/ 

.piss a bout/a round (BrE, A, slang) to act in a 
silly or unhelpful way and waste time: We 
haven ’t got time to piss about. 

GED3 A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess around or, in British English, mess 
about. 

0 v + adv 

.piss sb a'bout/a round (BrE, A, slang) to treat 
sb in an unhelpful way that wastes their time: 
Don't piss me about, just tell me the truth! 

EEB3 A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess sb around, or, in British English, mess 
sb about. 

4§kv +n/pron + adv 

piss down; 'piss it down (DrE. A, slang) to 
rain very heavily: It’s still pissing (it) down out 
there. 

LsyB.JJ only It H5D pour down (BrE t moreformal) 
H Piss (it) down is always used with the sub¬ 
ject it. ♦ A more polite, informal way of saying 
this is chuck it down: It’s still chucking it down 
outside. 

v + adv * v+it+adv 

,piss 'off (A, slang, especially BrE) used to tell sb 
rudely to go away: I told him to piss off o Piss off 
and leave me alone! 

4§^ v + adv 

,piss sb ‘off (A, slang) to make $b annoyed or 
bored: Everybody's pissed off with what’s going 
on. o It really pisses me off when I see people 
behaving like that 

iMU Pissed off (BrE) and pissed (AmE) are 
often used as adjectives: I was really pissed off 
with him. A more polite way of saying piss sb off 
is get on sb’s nerves: // really gets on my nerves 
when I see people behaving like that 
<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

pit/pit/(-«.) 

.pit sb/sth/yourself a gainst sb/sth to test 
sb/sth/yourself in a struggle or competition with 
sb/sth: It's a chance to pit yourself against the 
champion, o I 'd like to pit my wits against the 


best minds in the country (~- to test my intelli¬ 
gence). o I like sailing as I enjoy pitting my 
strength against the wind and the waves. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

pitch /pit!/ 

.pitch 'in (with sb/sth) (informal) to join in will¬ 
ingly with sb to help with an activity: We all 
pitched in and soon finished the job. o Lots of 
people pitched in with advice, o Ruth pitches in 
with the adult workers at the stables before she 
goes off to school. 

4^ v + adv 

.pitch 'into sb ( informal , especially BrE) to 
attack or criticize sb: They really pitched into me 
when I refused to coopera te. 

4§» v+prep 

.pitch Into sth (informal, especially BrE) to start 
doing sth with energy and enthusiasm: I tolled 
up my sleeves and pitched into the cleaning, o All 
of them pitched into the fight. 

WE> launch Into sth 
^ v + prep 

piVOt /’pivot/ 

'pivot on/around sth to depend on a central 
point; to develop from a central idea or point: 
The success of the project pivots on investment 
from abroad, o The novel pivots around a long 
conversation between two characters. 

5 syh> hinge on sth 
4^ v + prep 

plait /plaen/ (-nn-) 

plan a'head (for sth) to make arrangements in 
advance: It’s impossible to platt ahead when 
things keep changing! o We need to plan ahead 
for our retiremen t 
4§^ v+adv 

'plan on sth; plan on doing sth; ’plan on sb 
doing sth 1 to intend to do sth: We'dplanned on 
having a quiet evening at home tonight, o I’m not 
planning on going to bed yet. 2 (often used in 
negative sentences) to expect sth to happen: We 
hadn't planned on a storm!o They hadn't 
planned on so many people, visiting the exhibition. 
0 v + prep 

.plan sth 'out to plan carefully and in detail sth 
that you are going to do in the future: to plan out 
your timelroute o I knew exactly where / was 
going — I’d got it all planned out. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

plant /plant; AmE plaenf/ 

.plant sth 'out to put plants in the ground so that 
they have enough room to grow 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
ffequenl) 


plaster /’pla:sto(r): AmE 'pises-/ 

.plaster 'over Sth to cover sth such as a crack or 
a wall with a substance that is put on wet and 
dries to form a hard, smooth surface (plaster): 
The old brick had been plastered over. 

CHE Plaster over sth is often used in the 
passive, 
v + prep 


play /pier/ 
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- off against 
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.play a'bout(f3r£) = play around 

.play a'bout with sth (BrE) play around 

WITH STH 

.play along (with sb/sth) to pretend to agree with 
sb/sth, to believe sb/sth, etc., to gain an advan¬ 
tage for yourself, amuse yourself, avoid trouble, 
etc: He realized they'd mistaken him for the 
gardener, but decided to play along, o I knew he 
was lying, but I decided to play along with him 
for a while. 
v + adv 

.play a'round (BrE also .play about) 1 (with 

sb/sth) to behave in a careless way, without 
thinking about the results: Stop playing about 
and get on with your work! o Don't play around 
with matches! VsTn> mess around (with sb/sth); 
mess around with sth (BrE) -+ see also play 
around WITH sth 2 (with sb) (informal) to have a 
sexual relationship with sb who is not your 
usual partner 
<*> v + adv 

.play a'round with sth (BrE also ,ptay a bout 
with sth) to test or try new ideas, methods, etc. to 
see how good or effective they are before you 
make a final decision: Play around with the 
spreadsheet until you find the best way to display 
the data, o We're still playing around with ideas 
fora new programme. 

<|>v + adv + prep 

'play at doing sth (especially BrE) to do sth 
without any effort or real interest: He's just play¬ 
ing at being in love. 

4^ v + prep 

m two can play at that game used to tell sb 
who has played a trick on you that you can do the 
same to them what is sb playing at? (informal) 
used to ask in an angry way about what sb is 
doing; What do you think you ’re playing at? 
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r piay sth 'back (to sb) to play music, sound, film, 
etc. that has been recorded on a tape or video: 
Can you play back what we’ve just recorded? 

ElbD tap© 

<|»v +n/pron+adv * v + adv+n 

► 'playback n [U] [C] the act of playing music, 
showing a film/movie or listening to a telephone 
message that has been recorded before; a record¬ 
ing that you listen to or watch again: A TV play¬ 
back showed exactly what had happened. 

,play sth 'down to try to make sth appear less 
important than it is: The government is trying to 
play down Us involvement in the affair. 

££££> play up sth, play ft/them up 
H30 Downplay sth is also used with the same 
meaning: The report downplayed the effects of 
large class sizes in schools. 

v + adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + acfv {rare) 
.play 'off (especially BrE) if two teams, players, 
etc. that have the same number of points in a 
competition play off, they play a final game to 
decide who has won: The two Germans played off 
for a place in the final. 
v + adv 

► "play-off n a game or games between two play¬ 
ers or teams with equal points in a competition 
to decide who the winner is: We're unlikely to 
reach the play-offs, o The title was decided by a 
sudden-death play-off. o a play-off final 

,play A off against B (BrE) (AmE 1 play A off B) 
to make two people or groups oppose each other, 
especially in order to gain an advantage for your¬ 
self: ( BrE) He tries to play one parent off against 
the other, o (AmE) The children played their par¬ 
ents off each other, o She played her two rivals off 
against each other and got the job herself 
^ v + n/pron + adv + prep * v + n/piron + prep 
.play 'on 1 (sport) to continue to play; to start play¬ 
ing again: They claimed a penalty but the referee 
told them to play on. 2 to continue to play music: 
Despite the uproar the musicians played on. 
v + adv 

'play on sth (also ’play upon sth more formal) to 
deliberately use sb’s fears, etc. for your own 
advantage: He played on my feelings of guilt to 
make me stay, o The government played on 
people's fears of rising crime to get support for 
their policies. 

Join] fears IEM> exploit sth (formal) 

& v + prep 

.play 'out (informed) if a band, etc. plays out, it 
performs in front of an audience: Serious bands 
should deploying out regularly, o Playing out is 
the best way for a DJ to build a following. 

^ v + adv 

play 'out; .play itself/ttiem selves ‘out (for¬ 
mal) to develop and come to an end or be no 
longer useful or important: The crisis has yet to 
play out. o The revolution soon played itself out. 


13903 This phrasal verb is usually used in writ¬ 
ten English. 

<f> v + adv ♦ v + pron + adv 
► .played 'out adj completely finished; too tired 
or weak to continue: She was played out — too 
exhausted even to cry. 

.play sth ‘out 1 when an event Is played out, or 
sb plays it out, it happens: The negotiations ate 
being played out behind closed doors . o She con- 
tinue d to play out her role of dutiful daughter. 
2SS3 Play sth out is often used in the passive. 2 
(especially AmE) to continue to play sth until it 
finishes: We'll play out this game and then go to 
bed. 3 to let a length of rope pass through your 
hands bit by bit 
^ v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.play ’up; .play sb up (informal especially BrE) 
1 if a part of your body, a machine, etc. plays up 
or plays you up, it causes you problems: My 
leg’s playing up again (= it is painful), o My back 
plays me up from time to time, o The car started 
playing up {= not working in a reliable way) 
about six months ago. o The computer's been 
playing me up recently. 2 if children play up or 
play sb up, they behave very badly: The kids 
have been playing up all day. o All kids play new 
teachers up. 

QHX11 Play up, play sb up are often used in the 
progressive tenses. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.play 'up sth; .play it/them up to try to make 
sth appear more important than it really is: She 
played up her achievements in an attempt to 
impress us. 
xSE’p) play sth down 

H3Z3 A noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun conies between the verb and up. 
v + adv + n + v+pron + adv 

.play 'up to sb (BrE) to behave towards sb in a way 
that you think they will like and will bring you an 
advantage: She always played up to her father: 

^ v + adv + prep 

,pfay 'up to Sth (especially BrE) to behave in the 
way that people expect you to: She doesn't look 12. 
People think she’s only 8 or 9, and she plays up to 
this ail the time. 

<*> v + adv + prep 

play upon sth = play on sth 
'play With sb/sth (disapproving) to behave 
towards sb in a way that is not serious, especially 
by pretending to feel sth you do not feel: She was 
just playing with my emotions. 
v + prep 

play with sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses ) if you play with an idea, you think about 
it, but do not really intend to do anything about 
it: She’s playing with the idea of starting her own 
business. 

Idea toy with sth 

<!► v + prep 


’play with yourself (informal) to touch your 
sexual organs in order to give yourself pleasure 
^ v+prep 

plod /plod; AmE plaid/ <-dd-) 

.plod a'long/’O n to continue doing sth, especially 
difficult or boring work, at a very slow rate: Keep 
plodding on - you'll soon be finished! o They’re 
stilt plodding along with their investigation. 

<§► v+adv 

plod a'way (at sth) to work steadily but slowly at 
a difficult or boring task: He plodded away all 
night at his project to get it finished, 

<f* v+adv 

plonk (especially BrE) /plonk; AmE plcupk, 
pb:i)k/ (AmE usually plunk) 

.plonk 'down; .plonk yourseff down (infor¬ 
mal) to sit down heavily and quickly: She 
plonked herself down in front of the telly. 

Writ) plump down, plump yourself down 

0 v+adv ♦ v + pron + adv 

.plonk sb/sth 'down (informal) to drop sth or 
put sth down heavily without taking great care: 
She plonked the food down in front of them . o 
Don’t just plonk the baby down on thejloor. 

<*► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

plough (BrE) (AmE plow) /plan/ 

.plough sth back (into sth), .plough sth 
back In to put profits back into the business 
that produced them: All the profits are ploughed 
back into the company, o The director confirmed 
that every penny had been ploughed back in. 

15571 profits, money 

man Plough sth back is usually used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.plough 'into sb/sth (of a vehicle or a driver) to 
crash violently into sb/sth: The car hit a lamp- 
post before ploughing into a wall. 
v + prep 

.plough sth ’into sth; .plough sth 'into 
doing sth to invest a large amount of money on 
a project, a business etc: $50 million will be 
ploughed into the area over the next five years. 
JEm> sink sth into sth 
<ty v + n/pron + prep 

.plough 'on (with sth) to continue to say or do sth 
even though it becomes difficult: No one was lis¬ 
tening to him but he ploughed on regardless, o 
The path was steep, hut we ploughed on until we 
got to the top. 

Q v + adv 

.plough through sth; .plough your way 
'through Sth 1 to force a way through sth: The 
car ploughed its way through the snow and ice. o 
The journey involved ploughing through 50 miles 


of swamp land. 2 (of a vehicle or an aircraft) to 
crash violently through sth: The car ploughed 
through the hedge ■ 3 to slowly do, read or eat all 
of sth even though it is difficult or boring: It took 
me hours to plough through all the mail, o I had 
to plough my way through a mountain of pasta 
because I didn’t want to appear rude. 
v + prep * v + n + prep 

.plough sth 'up 1 to break the surface of an area 
of land that has not been used for growing crops 
before, and turn it over using a special piece of 
farming equipment (a plough): He ploughed up 
the field ready for sowing, o action to prevent 
farmers ploughing up footpaths 2 to break up the 
surface of the ground by walking or driving 
across it again and again: He got so angry he 
ploughed up his neighbour’s lawn with his motor¬ 
bike . 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

plOW (AmE) /plan/ 

.plow sth ‘back (into sth), .plow sth back 'ir» 

(Am£) - PLOUGH STH BACK (INTO STH). PLOUGH 
STH BACK IN 

.plow 'into sb/sth (AmE) =plough into sb/sth 

.plow sth 'into sth; .plow sth into doing 

Sth (AmE) = PLOUGH STH INTO STH, PLOUGH STH 
INTO DOING STH 

.plow 'on (with sth) (AmE) = plough on (with 
sth) 

.plow through sth; .plow your way 
'through sth (AmE) = plough through sth, 

PLOUGH YOUR WAY THROUGH STH 

.plow Sth 'up (AmE) = plough sth up 

plUCk /pUk/ 

'pluck at sth to take hold of sth with your fingers 
and pull it towards you in a quick, sharp move¬ 
ment: He plucked at my sleeve. ' Come and sit 
down .' 

^ v + prep 

plug /pUg/(-gg-> 

.plug a'way (at sth) (informal) to work hard and 
steadily at sth for a long time, especially sth diffi¬ 
cult or boring: Scientists have been plugging 
away a t the problem for years. 

^ v + adv 

.plug ‘in; .plug “into sth 1 to be able to be con¬ 
nected to a source of electricity' or another piece 
of electrical equipment: Where does the TV plug 
in? o The guitar plugs into this amplifier. 2 to 
become involved with a particular activity or 
group of people: The company hopes to plug into 
new markets in Asia. 

& v + adv ♦ v + prep 
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.plug sth “in; ,plug sth “Into sth to connect a 
piece of electrical equipment to the electricity 
supply or to another piece of electrical equip¬ 
ment: Don't forget to plug the printer in. o Where 
can I plug in my hairdryer? 

HID unplug sth (from sth) 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

► plug-in adj [only before noun] that can be con¬ 
nected to an electricity supply with a plug {= a 
small plastic object with two or three metal 
pins): a plug-in kettle 

► plug-in n {computing) a piece of software (= 
programs used to operate a computer) that can 
be added to a computer system to give extra fea¬ 
tures: plug-ins for a palmtop computer o a plug¬ 
in graphics card 

plug sth “into sth 1 =■ plug sth in, plug sth 
into sth 2 to connect a computer to a computer 
system see also plug-in at plug sth in, plug 

STH INTO STH 
v + n/pron + prep 

.plug sth up to fill or block a hole with a sub¬ 
stance or a piece of material that fits tightly into 
it: We plugged up all the holes around the window 
to stop the wind coming in. 

EEG hole block sth up 

BSE Plug sth is often used wit h the same mean¬ 
ing. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

plumb /piAm/ 

plumb sth' In (BrE) to connect a washing- 
machine, a bath, etc. to a water system: He's 
plumbed in the new washing machine for me. 

<^v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 

plump /plAmp/ 

,plump 'down; .plump yourself 'down 

(informal) to sit down quickly and heavily: She 
plumped herself down in the armchair. 

SHE) plonk down, plonk yourself down 
4^ v + adv * v + pron + adv 

, plump sth “down (informal) to put sth down 
suddenly and carelessly: He plumped his books 
down on the table. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
“plump for sb/sth (BrE. informal) to choose or 
vote for sb/sth after thinking about it careftilly: I 
th ink III plump for the steak. 
v + prep 

.plump “up to become rounder or fatter: Soak the 
raisins until they plump up. 

0 v+adv 

.plump sth “up to make sth such as a cushion 
rounder and softer by shaking it: Let me plump 
up your pillows for you. 

SEJ cushion, pillow 

<f>v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 


plunge ,/pLvndz/ 

.plunge In; .plunge 'into sth 1 to jump or fall 
in to sth, usually with some force: He plunged 
into the pool, o The car plunged into a gorge, o 
We ran down to the sea and plunged in. 2 to begin 
doing sth or talking about sth without preparing 
for it or thinking carefully: He plunged into the 
task of clearing the office, o I plunged in and 
started telling him all about it 
& v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.plunge sth “in; .plunge sth ln/“fnto sth to 

put sth quickly and with force into sth else: She 
plunged the knife into his leg. o He opened the 
sack and plunged his arm in. 

EI3 knife, hand 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.plunge “into sth = plunge in, plunge into sth 
.plunge into sth: .plunge sb/sth “into sth to 

be or to make sb/sth suddenly be in a bad situ¬ 
ation or state: The country plunged into recession, 
o The city was plunged into chaos as a result of 
the strike, o The room was suddenly plunged into 
darkness. 

EE] recession, despair 

HOE Plunge sb/sth into sth is often used in the 
passive. 

^ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.plunge sth “into sth = plunge sth in, plunge 

STH IN/INTO STH 

plunk /plAtjk/ 

.plunk down; .plunk yourself “down (AmE. 
informal) = plonk down, plonk yourself down 
^ v + adv 

.plunk sb/sth “down (AmE, informal) - plonk 
sb/sth down (figurative) Movie goers plunked 
down $1.7 billion for tickets (= spent that 
amount on tickets) this summer. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

ply /plai/ (piles, plying, plied, plied) 

“ply sb with sth 1 to keep giving sb large 
amounts of sth, especially food and drink: They 
plied us with tea and cakes. 2 to keep asking sb 
questions: They plied me with questions about my 
visit to England. 
v + n/pron + prep 

point/psmt/ 

.point sb/sth “out (to sb) to show sb which per¬ 
son or thing you are referring to, for example by 
moving your head, by describing them/it, etc: 
Will you point his wife out to me if you see her? o 
He drove them around Beverley Hills pointing out 
where the stars lived, o The guide pointed out 
various historic monuments. 

4> v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


.point sth “out (to sb) to mention sth in order to 

1 ' give sb information about it or make them notice 
WHe thanked me for pointing out the mistakes in 
his report, o I must point out that my part in the 
rescue was very small, o It must be pointed out 
that this new drug is not a miracle cure, o He 
doesn't like ha ving his faults pointed out to him. o 
’He’s not my father, he's my stepfather, 'he pointed 
out angrily. 

ppm Point sth out is often used in the pattern 
point out that. .. 

v+adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv * v + adv + speech 

“point to sth 1 to mention sth that you think is 
important and/or the reason why a particular 
situation exists: She poin ted to unemployment as 
a reason for rising crime. 2 if a fact, event or situ- 
at ion points to sth, it suggests that this is true or 
likely to happen:/!// the signs pointed to a success¬ 
ful year ahead- o The facts seem to point to him 
having been murdered, o She had symptoms 
which pointed to a diagnosis of kidney failure. 
v+prep 

.point “up sth; .point it/'them up (BrEJormal) 
to give special emphasis to one particular aspect 
of a problem, fact or opinion; to show sth very 
dearly: This incident points up the hostility 
between the two sides. 

nitna a noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

poke /paok;Am£pouk/ 

poke about/around; .poke about; 
a round sth (informal) 1 (also .poke through 

sth especially AmE) to look for sth, especially sth 
that is hidden among other things that you have 
to move: They were poking around in the bushes, 
looking for their ball, o What were you doing pok¬ 
ing about in my room?o He spent his weekends 
poking around dusty old bookshops, o Customs 
officials poked through the containers looking for 
weapons. 2 to try to find out information, espe¬ 
cially secret or hidden information; to get 
involved in sth that does not concern you: A 
reporter had been poking around, trying to dis¬ 
cover something in my past. 

^v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.poke a'round; .poke a “round sth (AmE, 
informal) to move or do things slowly, without 
hurrying: / was just poking around in town all 
morning. 

v + adv * v + prep 

“poke at sth to push your finger, a stick, etc. into 
sth, often several times: She poked at her salad 
with her fork. 

Wh> prod at sth 

^ v + prep 


.poke “out; .poke “out of sth (also .poke 
through, .poke through sth) if sth pokes out or 
pokes out of sth, you can see it because a small 
part is coming through a hole or is no longer 
covered: His toes were poking through the holes in 
his socks, o Two feet poked out from under the 
bed. o There were flowers poking out of holes in 
the wall. 

Wru) stick out, stick out of sth; stick through, 
stick through sth 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep ♦ v+prep 
.poke sth out; .poke sth “out of sth to move 
sth suddenly forwards or out of sth: The door 
opened and Max poked his head out o The pony 
poked itsnoseoutof the door as I went past. 

[qbjI head, tongue HD stick sth out, stick sth 
out of sth 

<*► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv+prep 

.poke “through; .poke through sth ^ poke 
out, poke out of sth 

.poke through sth (especially AmE) = poke 
about/around, poke a&out/around sth l 
.poke “up to become visible because a small part 
is coming through a hole, etc: The grass had 
begun to poke up through the snow. 

HXE> stick up 
v + adv 

polish /‘pdIiJ; AmE'pad-/ 

.polish sb “off ( informal, especially AmE) to kill 
someone: She hired an assassin to polish him off 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.polish sth “off ( informal ) to finish sth quickly, 
especially food or drink: They polished off the 
pudding in no time, o I'll polish off this last bit of 
work , then we can go out. 

<|>v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.polish Sth “Up 1 to make changes to sth in order 
to improve it: The college needs to polish up its 
image. EE] act, image 2 to improve your skills 
in sth that you have learned but have not used for 
a long time: She went on a coarse to polish up her 
German, EE] French, Kalian, etc. IMS) brush 
sth up 

4&v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 

police /pens; AmE poms/ 

.ponce a'bout/a'round (BrE, informal) to do 
silly things in a way that looks ridiculous, espe¬ 
cially to attract attention; to waste time: He 
ponces around on the show, interviewing mem¬ 
bers of the audience, o I could have finished that 
job while you've been poncing around! 

^ v + adv 
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POOP /pu:p/ 

■poop 'out (AmE, slang) 1 (on sth) (also .poop 
'out of sth) to fail to do something that you have 
arranged to do; to stop doing sth because you are 
very tired or afraid: I was supposed to go out last 
night but I pooped out. 2 if a machine poops out, 
it stops working 

v + adv 1 also v + adv + prep 
poop sb 'out (AmE, informal) to make sb very 
t ired: A long day at the office poops me out. 

^v + n/pnon + adv 

► .pooped ’out ad] [not before noun] (informal, 
especially AmE ) very tired: I was pooped out after 
a long day at the office. 

pop /pop; AmE pa:p/ (-pp-) 

,pop ‘in (informal, especially BrE) to visit sb/sth 
for a short time: She often pops in for coffee, o I’ll 
pop in to see you at the weekend. 

drop in (on sb/at...) 

^ v + adv 

,pop sth In/ 1 round (BrE) to deliver sth to sb on 
your way to another place: I’ll pop the library 
books in on my way home, o Could you pop those 
photos round later? 

drop sth by; drop sth in (to sb/sth); drop 
sth off 

v+n/pron + adv 

■pop ‘off (informal, especially BrE) 1 to go or leave 
somewhere, especially for a short time: I’m going 
topopoff early tonight {- leave work early), if it’s 
all right with you. <> They just pop off to France 
whenever they feel like it. 2 (old-fashioned) to die: 
When I pop off, all my money goes to you. 

<3> v + adv 

.pop sth ‘on (BrE, informal) 1 to put on a piece of 
clothing quickly: He popped on his jacket and 
went out. 2 to turn on a piece of electrical equip¬ 
ment: Ell pop the kettle on and we’ll have some 
tea. 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
.pop out i (also .pop out of sth) to come out 
from a place suddenly: He just popped out from 
behind a tree, o (figurative) I didn’t mean to tell 
them — it just popped out (-1 spoke) before I real¬ 
ized. o (figurative) His eyes nearly popped out of 
his head (~ he was very surprised) when he saw 
what she was wearing. 2 (especially BrE) to leave 
somewhere for a very short time: John’s just 
popped out to get a newspaper. 
v + adv 1 also v + adv + prep 
,pop over/ round (BrE) to visit sb’s home for a 
short time: Pop over if you feel lonely. 

drop by; drop am (especially AmE) 

<£* v + adv 


,pop ‘up ( informal ) to appear or happen when you 
do not expect it: He seems to pop up in the most 
unlikely places, o When you click with the mouse, 
a menu pops up. 

^ v+adv 

► 'pop-up adj [only before nounj 1 (of a book, 
etc.) having pictures that stand up when you 
open the pages: a pop-up book 2 (computing) a 
pop-up function is one that appears quickly on 
the screen when you choose it while you are 
working on another document: a pop-up 
menu! window 

POre /po:(r)/ 

‘pore over sth to study sth by looking at it or 
thinking about it very carefully: She was poring 
over an old map. 

^ v + prep 

pOSt /pa nst; AmE poost/ 

.post sth 'off (to sb) (BrE) to send sth to sb by 
post/mail: I posted a letter off to you this morning. 
fasSI letter, parcel JH> mall sth off; semi sth 
off (to sb) 

EZ30 You can also use post a letter, etc., but this 
often refers to the action of putting the letter in 
the mailbox: Did you remember to post my letter 
when you went out? 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.post sth 'up to put a notice, etc. up on a wall so 
that people can see it: The exam results will be 
posted up in the halt. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

potter (BrE) /’pota(r); AmE' port-/ (AmE 

putter) 

.potter about/around; .potter about/ 
a round sth to do things or move without 
hurrying, especially when you are doing sth that 
you enjoy and that is not important: They spent 
the day pottering about by the river, o She was 
happy just pottering around the house. 

5 the house, the garden 
<e>v + adv ♦ v + prep 

pounce /pauns/ 

'pounce on Sb/sth (also 'pounce upon sb/sth 

more formal) to quickly notice sth that sb has 
said or done, and criticize it or use it for your 
own advantage: As soon as I opened my mouth, 
the teacher pounced on me. o He said something 
silly and the other boys pounced on it a t once. 

WHD seize on sth (moreformal) 

13S33 Pounce on/upon sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: His mistake was pounced on by the press. 

6 v+prep 


'pounce on sth (also pounce upon sth more 
formal) to accept an opportunity etc. with enthu¬ 
siasm: She pounced on the opportunity to work 
with them. 

avfi> seize sth (more formal) 

£ v+prep 

pound /paond/ 

.pound sth 'out to play a tune on a musical 
1 Instrument very loudly: Cole was pounding out a 
tune on the piano . o (figurative) She pounded out 
her poems on an old. typewriter. 

<*> v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
| frequent) 

pOtir /po:(r)/ 

.pour sth a’way to get rid of a liquid by empty¬ 
ing it out of its container: He poured the water 
away after he finished washing the car. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'pour down to rain heavily: It’s pouring down, o 
The rain poured down all weekend. 

SxH> pelt down 

ppm Pour is also used with this meaning, but 
only with the subject it It’spouring (with rain). 
v+adv 

► 'downpour n a heavy shower of rain 

.pour forth; .pour 'forth sth (formal) to appear 
or to produce sth from somewhere in large num¬ 
bers or amounts: The doors opened and a crowd of 
people poured forth , o He poured forth a stream of 
bitter accusations. 

<$> v+adv * v + adv + n 

.pour In; .pour ’Into sth to arrive somewhere in 
large numbers or amounts: Complaints poured 
in after last night’s programme, o Sunlight 
poured in through the windows, o Fans were still 
pouring into the stadium. 

Wtm flood In, flood into sth 
^ v+adv ♦ v + prep 

.pour sth 'into sth to provide a large amount of 
money for sth: The council has been pouring 
money into the area. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

pour sth 'off to remove some of the liquid from a 
container, cooking pot, etc, by pouring: When the 
fish is cooked pour off the water. 
v+adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
.pour 'out; .pour sth 'out 1 (also .pour out of 
sth, pour sth ’out of sth) to come out or to pro¬ 
duce sth from somewhere in large amounts or 
numbers: Black smoke poured out of the engine. 
o People poured out through the gates, o Factory 
chimneys poured out smoke. 2 when feelings or 
words pour out, or sb pours them out, they are 
expressed, usually after they have been kept hid¬ 
den for some time: All her feelings of resentment 


just came pouring out. o The whole story then 
poured out. o He poured out his troubles to me. 
v + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv * v+n + adv 
(less frequent) 

1 also v+adv + prep * v + n/pron + adv + prep 
► 'outpouring n 1 [usually pi.] a strong and sud¬ 
den expression of feeling: She hated having to 
listen to his passionate outpourings. 2 a large 
amount of sth produced in a short time: a 
remarkable outpouring of scholarship 

power i-pmmi 

.power up; .power sth 'up if a machine 
powers up, or sb/sth powers it up, it is switched 
on and becomes ready to use: Switch on the com¬ 
puter then wait for it to power up o This switch 
will power up the monitor 
^ v + adv ♦ v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

precede /pn’skd/ 

precede sth with sth (formal) to do or say sth 
before the main thing that you want to do or say : 
They often precede their performances with a 
short talk or display. 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

predispose /,pri:dispaoz; AmE-'spoozj 

predi spose Sb to Sth (also predi spose sb 
towards sth less frequent) (formal) to make sb 
more likely to do something or to suffer from a 
particular illness: Cigarette advertising predis¬ 
poses children to smoking, o His lifestyle predis¬ 
posed him to high blood pressure, o Certain 
people may be predisposed to mental illness. 

UPm Predispose sb to/towards sth is often 
used in the passive: He believes that some people 
are predisposed to criminal behaviour. 
v + n/pron + prep 

preface /-prefas/ 

'preface sth by/with sth; preface sth by 
doing sth (formal) to say sth before you staid 
making a speech, answering a question, etc: It is 
helpful if an interviewer prefaces each group of 
questions with a brief explanation. 
v + n/pron + prep 

prefix /'prkfrks/ 

prefix A to B; prefix A with B to add letters, 
numbers or words to the beginning of a number 
or word: Prefix 020to the number you want to call, 
o Prefix the number you want to call with 020. 

4 $ v + n/pron + prop 

preside /pn'zaid/ 

preside over sth (formal) to lead or be in 
charge of a meeting, ceremony, etc: She presided 
over the meet ing: o The court is presided over by a 
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single judge. o (figurative) His government pre¬ 
sided over (= were responsible for) a massive 
increase in unemployment. 

BED! Preside over sth can be used in the passive 
in its basic meaning, 
v +■ prep 

press /pres/ 

press ahead/on (also .press forward less fre¬ 
quent) (with sth) to continue moving forward 
quickly; to continue to do a task in a determined 
way: He pressed on, even though it was now dark, 
o They decided to press ahead with their plans. 

forgo ahead (with sth) 

^ v + adv 

'press for sth: press sb for sth to make 
repeated and urgent requests for sth: The unions 
are pressing fora pay rise, o I must press you fora 
reply 

push for sth, push sb for sth 

<*► v ♦ prep 

.press forward = press ahead/on 
. press In (orVupon sb) to move nearer to sb in a 
way that seems likely to cause harm: He felt as if 
the walls were pressing in on him . 

HZ") close in (on sh/sth) 

<£► v * adv 

press ‘on = press aheaj>/on 
4 press sth on sb to try to make sb accept sth, 
even though they may not want it: She pressed 
cake and tea on us. 
v + rVpron + prep 

pres U me l pnzj mm ; AmE - zu;m / 

pre sume on/upon sth (formal) to use sb's 
friendship or kindness for your own advantage 
in an unfair way: 1 felt it would be presuming on 
ourfriendship to keep asking her for help. 

SI friendship, hospitality 

BEES Presume on/upon sth can be used in the 

passive. 

<!► v + prep 

pretend /pntend/ 

pre tend to sth (formal) (usually used in nega¬ 
tive sentences and questions ) to claim to be or 
have sth, especially when it is not true: / don’t 
pretend to any great knowledge of the situation. 

^ v + prep 

prevail /pn-vwiy 

pre vail on/upon sb (to do sth) < formal) to per¬ 
suade sb to do sth: Can 1 prevail on you to play the 
piano for us? 

BEES Prevail on/upon sb can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: She was prevailed upon to give onefinal per¬ 
formance. 

$ v + prep 


prey/prei/ 

‘prey on Sb (also 'pray Upon sb more formal) to 
treat sb who is weaker than you in an unfair or 
dishonest way in order to get sth or gain an 
advantage for yourself: The thieves have been 
preying on elderly people living alone. 
mE> exploit sb 

SSXQ Prey on/upon sb can be used in the passive 
^ v + prep 

EE] prey on sb's mind If a problem or a thought 
preys on your mind, you think and worry 
about it all the time 

■prey on sth (also prey upon sth more formal) if 
a bird or an animal preys on/upon another bird 
or animal, it hunts and kills it for food: They prey 
on small mammals. 

0323 Prey on/upon sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: These small fish are preyed upon by sharks 
and other fish. 
v + prep 

pride /praid / 

’pride yourself on sth; pride yourself on 
doing Sth to be proud of sth such as a personal 
quality or a skill: She had always prided herself 
on her appearance. 

+ pron + prep 

print /print/ 

.print sth ’off/'out to produce a document or 
information from a computer in printed form: 
I’ll print off enough copies for everyone to have 
one. o I'm waiting for the results to be printed ou t 
@13 copy 

v + adv + n * v ♦ n/pron + adv 
► 'printout n a printed copy of information in a 
computer file: She asked for a printout of the pre¬ 
vious year’s accounts. 

ptise (BrE)(AmEprti&) /pratz f (aIso pry /prat/ 
especially AmE) 

.prise sth ‘out of sb; ’prise sth from sb to 

obtain some information, etc. from sb with great 
difficulty: I finally managed to prise his new 
address out of her: o She had a way of prising 
secrets from people, o You 'll be lucky to prise any 
money out of him! 

<*► v + n/pron * adv + prep ♦ v ■* n/pron + prep 
prize (AmE) /praiz/ 

,prlze sth out of sb; ‘prize sth from sb = 

PRISE STH OUT OF SB, PRISE STH FROM SB 

proceed /pra'std; AmE pron / 

pro ceed against sb (formal, law) to start a 
court case against sb: I shall instruct my solicitor 
to proceed against you for trespass. 


CEDI Proceed against sb can be used in the 
passive. 

<S> v + prep 

pro’ceed from sth (formal) to be caused by or 
be the result of stb: The dispute proceeded from a 
wrong interpretation of the law. 

v + prep 

prod /prod; AmE prad/ (-dd-> 

’prod at sth to press sth with your finger or with 
a pointed object, especially to see what it is, or 
what it is made ofi etc: He prodded at the plate of 
fish with his fork. 

JEH) poke at sth 
^ v+prep 

pronounce /pranaons/ 

pronounce for/a gainst sb/sth to give a 
Judgement In a court of law for or against sb/sth 
v + prep 

i nounce on/upon sth (formal) to express 
an opinion or give a judgement on sth: The minis¬ 
ter will pronounce on the situation today. 

0 v ♦ prep 

E prop /prop; Am£pra;p/ (-pp-) 

prop sb 'tip; prop yourself ’up to support a 
person by putting sth under or behind them: We 
propped her up with a pillow, o He tried to prop 
himself up on his elbow. 
v +n/pron* adv ♦ v*adv*n 
.prop sth up 1 to keep sth upright or stop sth 
from falling by putting sth under or behind it: A 
family photo way propped up against some books 
on her desk o The tree had to be propped up with 
thick posts. 2 to support sth that is having finan¬ 
cial, political, etc, difficulties: The regime is 
being propped up by foreign aid. o The govern 
ment will no longer prop up inefficient industries. 
O v + n/pron * adv ♦ v + ad^ + n 

provide /pra'vaid/ 

provide against sth (formal) to make plans in 
order to deal with or prevent a bad or unpleasant 
situation; Does your insurance provide against 
loss of income? 

0303 Provide against sth can be used in the 
passive, 
v + prep 

pro vide for sb to give sb the things that they 
need to live, such as food, money and clothing: 
How will she provide for six children? o Myfam 
ily will be well provided for if I die. 

LblQJ children, family 

CEDI Provide for sb can be used in the passive. 
^ v * prep 


provide for sth (formal) 1 to make plans or 
arrangements to deal with sth that may happen 
in the future: The budget provides for rising infla¬ 
tion. H™> allow for sth 2 (of a law. etc.) to make 
it possible for stb to be done: European legisla¬ 
tion provides for expansion of the EU 
0323 Provide for sth can be used in the passive. 
0 v + prep 

prowl /praul/ 

.prowl a'round; .prowl a'round sth (aiso 
prowl about/'round, .prowl a'bout/'round sth 

especially BrE) 1 to move quietly and carefully 
around an area, often with the intention of com¬ 
mitting a crime: There was someone prowling 
around outside, o Why were you prowling about 
the building so late? 2 to walk around a room, a 
building, etc., because you are worried, bored or 
unable to relax: Her husband prowled about rest¬ 
lessly. o She got up and prowled around the room. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

pry (AmE) /praj/ (pries, prying, pried, pried) 
.pry sth 'out of sb: 'pry sth from sb = frisk 

STH OUT OF SB, PRISE STH FROM SB 

psych /saik/ 

.psych sb out (informal) to make an opponent 
feel less confident by saying or doing things that 
make you seem better, stronger, etc. than them: 
The other team tried to psych us out before the 
game started. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v ■* adv + n 
.psych sb 'up; .psych yourself ‘up (for sth) 
(informal) to prepare sb/yourself mentally for 
sth difficult or unpleasant, such as a game, an 
exam, an interview, etc: Boxers need to psych 
themselves up for the fight, o Td got psyched up 
for the interview but then U was cancelled at the 
very last minute! 

v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv * n 

pUff/PAf/ 

.puff a‘way (at/on sth) (informal) (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) to smoke a pipe, cigarette, 
eta, often when you are thinking deeply: He 
stood looking out of the window, puffing away at 
his pipe. 

<£► v + a <tv 

.puff sth ‘out to make sth larger and rounder by 
filling it with air: She puffed out her cheeks in 
anger, o Her hair was puffed out round her face. 
[553 cheeks, chest 
^ v ♦ n/pron * adv ♦ v+adv + n 








puff up 
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pull through 


puff 'up: puff sth 'up to swell or to make sth 
swell and increase in size: He could feel his face 
puffing up where Mark had hit him. o He puffed 
up his chest like an exotic bird, o The medicine 
makes my ankles puff up, 

<f>v * adv ♦ v ♦ adv * n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
m be puffed up with 'pride, self-fm'porta nee, 
etc. to be too full of pride, self-importance, etc: 
She was so puffed up with conceit she didn't notice 
people were avoiding her. 

puli /poiy 


-ahead, ahead of 
^apart 

- aside 

- at 

- away 

- back 

- down 

- for 
217 'in 

- into 


pull a'head; puli a head of sb/sth to move in 
front of sh/sth, especially suddenly or unexpec¬ 
tedly: / pulled ahead of the other runners on the 
last straight 
<!► v + ♦ v + adv ♦ prep 

.pull sh/sth a’part 1 to separate sb/sth, often 
people or animals that are fighting: It took sev¬ 
eral of ?rs to pull them apart. JHE) separate 
sh/sth (more formal) 2 to severely criticize 
sb/sth: She pulled my work apart and made me do 
It again. 

<£► v ♦ n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
pull Sth a part to destroy sth or separate sth 
into pieces by pulling parts of it in different dir¬ 
ections: 7 pulled the machine apart, but couldn't 
find what was wrong with it. o Thefox was pulled 
apart by the dogs. 

$ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n ( lessfrequent) 
pull sb a'side to take sb to a quiet corner or 
place to talJk to them privately: 7 pulled him aside 
to warn him not to say anything. 

B3B> take sb a side 
^v * n/pron + adv 

pull Sth a'SIda to move sth such as a curtain so 
that you can see sth: She pulled the curtain aside 
to reveala small door. 

[obj] curtain 

<£► v ♦ n/pron ♦adv # v + adv + n 
'pull at sth 1 to pull sth lightly several times 
especially to gain attention: The little boy pulled 
anxiously at her sleeve. 2 = pull on/at sth 
>$**> tug at sth 
<$► v + prep 

pull a'way (from sth) 1 when a vehicle pulls 
away, it begins to move: 77 jc train was pulling 
away as we reached the station, o I started the 
engine and pulled away from the kerb. 2 to grad¬ 


ually move farther in front of sb/sth; to start lo 
win a game or competition by getting more 
points than your opponent: The British boat 
began to pull awayfrom the Italians (= in a race), 
o The German pair pulled away to finish three 
games ahead (= In tennis). 3 (from sb/sth) to 
move quickly away from sb/sth; She pulled away 
from him in horror. 

$ v + adv 

pull sb/sth a way (from sb/sth) to make sb/sth 
move away from sh/sth: I pulled her away from 
the edge. 

<*v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 
pull ’back 1 (from sb/sth) to move backwards 
away from sb/sth: He pulled back and stared at 
her in disbelief, o The camera then pulled back to 
a wider view. 2 to decide not to do sth you were 
intending to do, usually because of possible 
problems: Their sponsors pulled back from finan¬ 
cing the movie. USD withdraw 
v * adv 

pull 'back; pull sb/sth back 1 to move back 
fhom a place: to make an army move back from a 
place 2 (BrE, sport) to improve a team's position 
in a game: Rangers pulled back to 4-3. o They 
pulled back a goal in the last few minutes of the 
game. 

^v + adv ♦ v * adv * n * v ♦ n/pron + adv 
pull sb/sth 'back to hold sb/sth and move 
them/it backwards, sideways or away from sth: 7 
pulled the child back from the edge, o He pulled 
back the curtain, o She pulled the sheet back to 
show us the toound. 

^ v* n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
pull fib 'down {ir\formal,especialIyAm£)\oh&\’C 
a bad effect on sb’s health or happiness: The 
strain is ready pulling me down. 

>$vh> gat sb down 

v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv ♦ n 
.pull sth 'down 1 to move sth from a higher to a 
lower position: She pulled down the blinds and 
locked the door <> He dried his hands and pulled 
down bis sleeves, «>bji blinds, trousers, arm 2 
(especially BrE) to destroy a building completely . 
Afy old school has been pulled down, [qbj] house, 
building 5 Hn) demolish sth (more formal) 3 
(computing) to make a list of possible choices 
appear on a computer screen by pressing one of 
the buttons on the mouse 4 (slang) = pull sth in 
^ v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n 
► 'pull-down adj (only before noun) used to 
describe a list of possible choices that appears 
on a computer screen below a title: a pulldown 
menu 

’pull for sb/sth (AmE) to support and encourage 
sh/sth and hope they will be successful: Hang in 
there . we're all pulling for you to win! 

XHH> root for sb/sth 
v + prep 


'Off 

- on 

' out, out of 
' over 

- through 
218 '(o 

- together 
' under 
-up 


h ull In; pull ‘Into Sth 1 if a train or a bus pulls 
III, It arrives somewhere and stops: 77ie express 
pulled in on tune, o The coach pulled into bay 27. 
I UlrE) if a vehicle or a driver pulls in, they 
move to the side of the road and stop: Pul) in in 
Pont of the bus. o He pulled Into the parking lot 
I jpnrf turned off the engine. 

JDK> draw In, draw Into sth 
| ]BFf> pull out, pull out of sth 
0 v ♦ adv ♦ v + prep 

► pull-in 7i (oldfashioned, BrE) an area at the 
bide of a road where drivers can stop; a restaur¬ 
ant for drivers at the side of a road 
pull fib ’In 1 ( informal) to bring sb to a police sta¬ 
tion in order to ask them questions: The police 
have pulled him in for questioning. UrD bring sb 
In 2 if an event or a show pulls people in, it 
nttracts people in large numbers: The show is 
still pulling in the crowds. §53 crowds, custom¬ 
ers gotsb In 
^1v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
2 v * adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
pull fith ’In (also pull sth 'down slang) (infor¬ 
mal) to earn a particular amount of money: He 
S must be pulling in a hundred thousarul. 
adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv (rare) 
pull off. pull off sth (of a vehicle or its driver) 
to leave the road in order to stop for a short time: 
He pulled off onto the verge, o 7 pulled off the 
main road and stopped. 

$ v + adv ♦ v * prep * n 

pull! eb/fith ’off;, pul I sb/sth ‘off fib/sth to force- 
1 frilly pull away sb/sth attacking sh/sth else: They 
tried to pull off the dogs with their hands, o He had 
to Ih * pulled off the older man by two policemen. 
v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v ♦ n/pron > prep 
pull fith ’off 1 to remove an item of clothing 
quickly or with difficulty: She pulled off her hat 
and gloves. HZK) take sth off HEE> pull sth on 2 
(Informal) to succeed in doing or achieving sth 
difficult: The goalie pulled off a terrific save, o If 
anyone can pull it off I'm sure you can . SH»D 
bring sth off 

<!► 1 v + n/pron * adv • v+adv^n 

2 v ♦ adv ♦ n ♦ v + pron +■ adv ♦ v * n ♦ adv (rare) 


.pull fith ’Oft to put an item of clothing on quickly 
or with difficulty: 7 pulled my shorts on and ran 

outside. 

)r/N) put sth on pull sth off 

0 v +n/pron + adv * v*adv*n 
pull on/at sth to take long deep breaths from a 
Cigarette, etc: She pulled on her cigar. 

lOfi *] cigarette, cigar 

v ♦ prep 


.pull 'out 1 (also .pull 'out of sth) if a train or bus 
pulls out. it leaves a place: The train pulled out 
Uf the station) on time. >& y *> draw out, draw out 
of sth SJjEE) pull In, pull Into sth 2 [♦ adv/prep] 
(of a vehicle or its driver) to move away from the 


side of a road, from behind sth, etc: Jpulled out 
onto the main road, o A white van suddenly 
pulled out in front of me. 

^v +■ adv 1 also v adv + prep 
pull out; pull ’out of fith; pull fib/fith 'out; 
pull sb/sth ’out of sth 1 to move or to make 
sh/sth move away from sth or stop being involved 
in it: They are pulling their troops out of the war 
zone. 2 ( also pull ’out of doing sth, pull sb/sth 
out of doing sth) to stop being involved in sth or 
decide not to do sth you had promised to do; to 
makesbdothis: The other firm wanted lo pull out 
of the deal, o The manager has pulled the team 
out of the competition, o The company is pulling 
out of sponsoring the team. 

HW) back out back out of sth. back out of 
doing sth; withdraw (from sth), withdraw 
sb/sth (from sth) (moreformal) 

v ■+ adv ♦ v ♦ prep ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ 
v * adv ♦ n ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv + prep 
»> 'pull-out n an act of taking an army away from 
an area; an ad of taking an organization out of a 
system* a deal, etc: their unexpected pull-out from 
the competition 

see also pull-out at pull sth out, pull sth 

OUT OF STH 

pull Sth ’out; pull sth out Of Sth 1 to take sth 
out of somewhere by pulling: 7 &pulled an envel¬ 
ope out of his pocket, o The woman suddenly 
pul ted out a knife. 2 to remove sth from sth else; 
to separate sth from sth else: I pulled out the mid¬ 
dle page of the magazine to show him. 

4> v * n/pron ■* adv * v + n/pron ♦ adv + prep 
» pull-out n a part of a magazine, newspaper, etc. 
that can be taken out easily and kept separately: 
an eight-page pull-out o a pull-out guide to health 
seea/so pull-out at pull out, pull out of 

STH, PULL SB/STH OUT, PULL SB/STH OUT OF STH 

pull ’over pull 4b/*th ’over to move or to 
make sb/sth move, to the side of the road and 
stop: He pulled over and jumped out of the car. o I 
pulled over to let the ambulance pass, o A police 
ca r pulled me over. 

v* adv ♦ v + n/pfon + adv ♦ v^- adv ♦ n 
pull through; pull ’through sth; pull sb 
’through; pull sb ’through sth 1 to get bet 
ter after an illness; to help sb get better after an 
Illness: Few people expected him to pull through 
after the accident, o She has pulled through the 
operation remarkably well, o He suffered terrible 
injuries, but his courage pulled him through. 2 to 
succeed in doing sth very difficult or in dealing 
with difficult problems; to help sb do this: He "s 
got his problems at school , but with help he’ll pull 
through, o It's going to be tough but we’ll pull 
through it together, o She relied on her business 
experience to pull her through, 

v ♦ adv * v + prep ♦ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ 
v ♦ n/pron ♦ prep 
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push in 


pull sth to if you pull a door or a window to, you 
dose it or almost dose it by pulling it towards 
you: Pull the door to on your way out 
[gjbD only door, window 
2EZD shut sth Tqpp> push sth to 
v + n/pron + adv 

pull together if a group of people pull 
together, they act or work together in order to 
achieve sth: If we all pull together, we’ll finish by 
Friday. 
v + adv 

pull sth together 1 to make all the different 
parts of an organization, an activity; etc. work 
together in a successful way: His Inspired leader¬ 
ship pulled the party together 2 to organize a var¬ 
iety of ideas, etc. in a logical and careful way: 
This lecture pulls together several recent theories. 
<j> v+o/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
pull yourself to gether to gain control of your 
feelings and start to act in a calm and sensible 
way: She made a great effort to pull herself 
together, o Stop crying ami pull yourself 
together! 

<!► v + pron + adv 

pull sb/sth 'under to make sb/sth become com¬ 
pletely covered in water: Hefelt the waves pulling 
him under. 

0 v + n/pron + adv 

pull 'up (of a vehicle, or its driver) to stop, espe¬ 
cially for a short time: He pulled up alongside me 
at the traffic lights, o A taxi pulled up outside. 
IMS) draw up 
^ v + adv 

pull Sb l up 1 (BrE) {onJfor sth) (informal) to criti¬ 
cize or correct sb for sth they have done badly or 
wrong: She pulled him up on his untidy handwrit¬ 
ing. o I was pulled upfor not using the correct pro¬ 
cedure. 2 to make sb stop doing or say ing sth very 
suddenly: The shock of his words pulled me up 
short. o The expansion of industry was pulled 
up sharply by an economic crisis. draw sb 
up 

-> see also draw yourself up 
<3^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
pull Sth 'up 1 to move sth from a lower to a 
higher position: She pulled her shorts up and put 
a T-shirt on. 2 to remove sth from the ground 
with force: Kids had pulled all the shrubs up. 3 
(to sth) to bring sth such as a chair closer to 
sb/sth: Pull up a chair and sit down, H™> draw 
sth up 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
E03 pull your 'socks up (BrE) to try to develop a 
more serious, responsible attitude to your work: 
to improve your behaviour: He’ll have to pull his 
socks up if he wants to pass that exam. 


► 'pull-up n an exercise in which you hold onto a 
high bar above your head and pull yourself up 
towards it: She does $0 pull-ups and 100 sit-ups 
every morning: 

pull yourself 'up 1 to move your body into an 
upright position, especially by holding sth 
firmly and using force: Julia pulled herself up 
from the sofa, o I pulled myself up to my full 
height and glared angrily at Dan. 2 to stop doing 
or saying sth very suddenly: I started to ask 
about her family, but pulled myself up sharply 
when I saw she was getting upset.. 
draw yourself up 
see also pull sb up 
^ v + pron + adv 

B pull yourself up by your (own) 'bootstraps 

(informal) to improve your situation yourself, 
without help from other people 

pump/pAmp/ 

pump sth in; pump sth into sth to give 
large amounts of money or resources to sth: Mil¬ 
lions have been pumped into this industry. 

H3 money 7sW) inject sth (into sth) 

< 5 ^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
pump out; pump ‘out of sth; pump sth 
out; pump sth out of sth 1 (of a liquid) to 
come out of somewhere or to be produced from 
somewhere with force and in large amounts: 
Blood was pumping out of the wound, o Cars are 
pumping out tons of pollutants every year. 2 if 
music, sound, etc, pumps out or sb pumps it 
out, it is produced from somewhere very loudly 
and for a long time: Heavy metal was pumping 
out of huge speakers. 

^ v+adv + v + adv + prep ♦ v + adv + n + 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
pump sth out; pump sth out of sth to 
remove a gas, liquid, etc. from inside sth with a 
pump: The fire brigade pumped out the basement . 
o The fire brigade pumped the water out of the 
basement 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

pump sb up; pump yourself 'up (informal, 
especially AmE) to make sb feel more excited or 
determined about sth: I was really pumped up for 
the race. 

EEH3 Pump sb up is often used in the passive. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
pump sth 'up 1 to fill a tyre, etc. with air using a 
pump: Pump your tyres up before you set off. 2 
(informal, especially BrE) to increase the 
amount, value or volume of sth: They always 
pump their prices up before Christmas. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


punch /pAntX/ 

punch In/ out; punch sb 'in/'out (AmE) to 
record the time that you arrive at or leave work, 
by putting a card into a machine; to do this for sb 
else: He punched in ten minutes late, o I was in 
such a hurry to leave that Iforgot to punch out. o 
Would you punch me in? Vm going to be late. 

USE) clock in/on, clock sb in/on (BrE). clock 
off/out (BrE) 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

punch sth in; punch sth into sth to put 

information into a computer, etc. by pressing 
keys: She punched in the security code and the 
door opened. 

<$► v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

punch out; punch sb 'out (AmE) = punch 

IN/OUT, PUNCH SB IN/OUT 

punch sb 'out (AmE, informal) to hit sb repeat¬ 
edly: Touch my car and VUpunch you out. 

HUD beat sb up 

-> see also punch in/out, punch sb in/out 
<*► v + n/pron + adv 

punch sth 'out 1 to press a combination of but¬ 
tons or keys on a computer, telephone, etc: He 
picked up the phone and punched out Donna’s 
number. 2 to hit sth very hard and make a hole in 
it or make sth fall out: The burglar had punched 
out a pane of glass to open the window. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


push /pur/ 

- about 

220 -off 

- ahead/forwa rd/on 

-on 

- around 

- on/onto 

~ aside 

~ out, out of 

-away 

-over 

-back 

-past 

- by/past 

- through 

-for 

-to 

-forward 

- towards 

- in 

-up 


push sb a’bout (especially BrE) = push sb 
ahound 

push a’head/’forward/on (with sth) to con¬ 
tinue with a plan in a determined way: They 
pushed ahead with the modernization pro¬ 
gramme. 

-*see also push on 
v + adv 

push sb a round (a/so push sb a bout espe¬ 
cially BrE) (informal) to order sb to do things in a 
threatening or unpleasant way; Don’t let him 
push you around. 
v +n/pron + adv 

push sb/sth a'side 1 to move sb/sth to a pos¬ 
ition where they do not prevent you from going 
somewhere or doing sth: He pushed her aside and 
went into the room, o / pushed the curtain aside to 


get a better view . 2 to treat sb/sth as if they/it are 
not important; to avoid thinking about sb/sth: 
When his sister brough t home a school friend, he 
felt pushed aside and abandoned, o Emma imme¬ 
diately pushed the unpleasant thought aside. 

^v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
push sb/sth a'way to remove sb/sth from in 
front of you with your hands or arms, to show 
that you do not want them/it: He offered to help, 
but she pushed him away, o She pushed her plate 
away. Tm not hungry ’ o (figurative) Had he tied 
to me? I pushed the thought away. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
push sb 'back 1 to use force to make sb move 
backwards, especially by using your hands or 
arms: The police pushed the protesters back. 2 if 
sb pushes soldiers, an army, etc* back, they 
force them to move away from a place: Magnus's 
army was gradually pushed back into a defensive 
circle. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
push sth 'back i to make sth move backwards 
by using your hands, arms, legs, etc: He pushed 
his chair back and stood up. 2 to make the t ime or 
date of a meeting, etc. later than originally 
planned: The release of their new album has been 
pushed back until early next year. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
push 'by/'past; push 'by/'past sb to use force 
to go past other people, rudely making them 
move to one side: She pushed by without saying a 
word, o He followed me to the door and pushed 
past me in to the house. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'push for sth; push sb for sth to keep asking 
for sth, or asking sb to do sth, because you think 
it is very' important: We are pushing hard for 
electoral reform, o They 're pushing me for a deci¬ 
sion on the matter. 

M) press for sth, press sb for sth 

0 v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
push 'forward 1 to move forward through a 
group of people until you are near the front: She 
pushed forward through the crowd. 2 = push 
ahead/forward/on 3 if soldiers, an army, etc. 
push forward, they move forward against the 
enemy, especially with some difficulty 
^ v + adv 

push sb/yourself forward to try to make sb 
notice sb/yourself, especially in order to obtain 
sth such as a job or a move to a. more important 
job: He’s not the sort of person who pushes himself 
forward. 

& v + n/pron + adv 

push 'in (BrE, informal) to move in front of other 
people who are waiting in a line: They thought I 
was trying to push in at the head of the queue. 
cut In ( AmE) 
v + adv 





push off 


220 


.push 'off 1 (informal, especially BrE) used to tell 
sb rudely to go away: Push off and leave me in 
peacel 2 to leave sb/a place, especially in order to 
go home: It s time I pushed off and did some work. 
3 (from sth) to move away from the shore in a 
boat, or from the side of a swimming pool: He 
pushed off from the bank and rowed downstream, 
0 v + adv 

push 'on 1 (to...) to continue travelling some¬ 
where: We decided to push on to Kobe . 2 = push 

A HE A D/FORWA R O/O N 

<§► v + adv 

'push sth on/onto sbtotry to make sb accept or 
buy sth they do not really want: He keeps pushing 
his attentions on her. 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

.push sb out; .push sb ‘out of sth to make sb 
leave a place or an organization: He refused to 
resign, so his colleagues pushed him out. o 
Patients are being pushed out of hospital before, 
they are realty ready. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.push sb/sth 'out to make sb/sth less important 
than before; to replace sb/sth with sb/sth else: My 
parents didn't want me to feel pushed out by my 
younger brother, o Harry Potter' is pushing out 
more traditional childrens stories. 

<«> v+adv + n * v +n/pron + adv 
.push sb/sth ‘over to make sb/sth fall to the 
ground; to make sth fall onto its side or turn 
over: / was pushed over in the playground. 

<§► v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'pushover n (informal) 1 a task that is easy to 
do; a contest that you win easily: The game 
against Sheffield will be a pushover. 2 a person 
who is easy to influence or persuade 
.push 'past; .push 'past sb = push ry/past ( 

PUSH BY/PAST SB 

.push through; .push through sth to use 

force to cross a barrier, especially one formed by 
a crowd of people: He pushed his way through 
to the front of the crowd. 

+ adv ♦ v+ prep 

.push sth 'through; .push sth 'through sth 

to get a new law, plan or proposal officially 
accepted: We’re trying to push through the 
reforms as Quickly as possible, o The Prime Min¬ 
ister promised to push the bill through Parlia¬ 
ment quickly. 

£0*3 bill, reforms, legislation 

4§» v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.push Sth to if you push a door or a window to. 
you close it or almost close it by moving it away 
from you: I pushed the door to. 

1513 only door, window M® shut sth 
)ppp> pull sth to 
^ v+ n/pron + adv 


.push to'wards sth to make progress towards 
achieving an aim; We are pushing towards full 
monetary union in Europe.. 
v + prep 

.push sb to wards sth; .push sb to wards 
doing Sth to make sb try to do or achieve sth: 
The need for aid finally pushed them towards 
cooperation with the USA. 

4|> v + n/pron + prep 

.push sth 'up to make sth rise or increase: A 
shortage of land pushed property prices up. 

iosji prices, rates, costs 

4^v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+n 

put /pot/ (putting, put, put) 

-about -in for 

-above 223 - into 

- across - off 

221 -aside 224 - on 

-at - onto 

~ away - out 

- back 223 - over 

- before - over on 

- behind - past 

- by - through 

~ down 226 - to 

222 - down as - together 

- down for - towards 

-down to -under 

- forth - up 

-forward 227 - upto 

- in - up with 

_ - in/into _ - upon 

put a'bout ( technical) if a ship puts about, it 
changes direction: The ship pul about and 
headed back to port. 

<$► v + adv 

.put sth a'bout ( informal , especially BrE) to 
spread information, stories etc. among a group 
of people: Someone has been putting it about 
that you’re leaving, o This was an idea put about 
by the government, o Rumours were put. about 
that the shop was dosing. 

1353) rumour, idea, it 

SHIH Put sth about is often used in the passive. 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'put sb/sth above sb/sth = put sb/sth before 

SB/STH 

,put sth a’cross (also ,put sth ’over) (to sb) to 

communicate your ideas, feelings, etc. to sb 
clearly and successfully: The campaign failed to 
put the message across, o She’s very good at putt¬ 
ing across her ideas. 

K message, idea, point ME) get sth across 

4^ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

G3S put one a'cross sb (informal) to deceive or 

trick sb 
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put down 


put yourself a'cross (also .put yourself 'over) 

(to sb) (BrE) to make sb understand your ideas, 
your personality, etc: She puts herself across well 
at interviews, 

4^ v + pron + adv 

,put sth a'side 1 to place sth to one side: She put 
the newspaper aside and stood, up. lay sth 
aside 2 to keep an item for a customer to collect 
later: / asked them to put the dress aside for me. 3 
(also .put sth by especially BrE , .put sth a’way) 
to save some money to use later: He had been 
putting some money aside every month, [ cev j 
money 4 to decide to keep a period of time for a 
particular task or activity: We need to put aside 
some time to deal with this. (£33 time 5 to ignore 
or forget sth: Doctors have to put their personal 
feelings aside, o They decided to put aside their 
differences. MH> set sth aside; disregard sth 
(moreformal) 

4f^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

‘put sth/sb at sth to calculate or estimate some¬ 
thing to be a particular size, amount, etc: I’d put 
his age at about sixty, o I ! d put him at about sixty. 
o The cost of the project is put at tivo million 
pounds. 

SO figure, cost 

4^ v + n/pron + prep + n 

, put sb a'way (informal) t to send sb to prison, to 
a hospital for people who are mentally ill, etc: He 
was put away for 15 years, o If you’re found 
guilty they’ll put you away for a long time. BSEB 
I>ut sb away is often used in the passive in this 
meaning. 2 (AmE, slang ) to kill sb: He was 
ordered to put the hostage away. 

<$> v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
Hit sth a'way 1 to put sth in a box, drawer, etc. 
because you have finished using it: He washed 
the dishes and put them away, o I’m just going to 
put. the caraway (= in the garage), o Kids — will 
you put away your toys notv? 2 = put sth aside 3 
She’s putting some money away for college, o I’m 
putting something away for a rainy day (= for 
difficult times). 3 (informal) to eat or drink large 
quantities of sth: They put away five bottles of 
wine between them / o I don’t know how he man¬ 
ages loput it all away! 4 (AmE) = put sth down 4 
♦ 1f2v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

3 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (fess 
frequent) 

,put sth 'back 1 to return sth to its usual place; 
to return sth to the place it was before: He uses 
my things and never puts them back, o Put the 
book back on the shelf will you? o She carefully 
put the letters back where she’d found them . )sW > 
replace sth (moreformal) 2 (to,.,) (also ,put sth 
’back...) to move sth to a later time or date: The 
meeting has been put back to next week, o The 
game has been put back 24 hours. MB) postpone 
sth (more forma!) HMD bring sth forward 3 to 
cause sth to be delayed: The strike has put back 


our deliveries by over a month, USD set sth 
back 4 to move the hands of a dock back to give 
the correct earlier time, especially at the end of 
summer: We forgot to put the docks back last 
night. Emil the clocks, your watch Xse© put sth 
forward 5 ( informal ) to drink a large quantity of 
alcohol: I had just put back my sixth beer of the 
evening. ME> knock sth back 6 (into sth) to give 
sth to or do sth for an organization, a society, etc, 
that has given you sth: The school has been so 
good to me. I really want to put something back 
into it. {£13 something HZH) give sth back 7 to 
spend more money on sth in order to make it bet¬ 
ter or more successful: The government isn’t 
putting enough money back into the economy. EE3 
money 

4^ 1,2,4 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
3,5 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
0333 put the ‘clock back to return to a situation 
that existed in the past: / wish I could put the 
clock back and give our marriage, another chance. 

put sb/sth before sb/sth (also ’put sb/sth 
above sb/sth) to give sb/sth more importance 
than sb/sth else: He puts his children before any¬ 
one else, o They have always put business before 
pleasure, o Some young men put their own career 
above their partner’s. 

❖ v + n/pron + prep 

.put sth be’fore sb/sth to present sth to sb/sth: 
She will be able to put her arguments before the 
committee, o The new evidence was put before the 
court. 

[2S3 proposal, evidence, plan 

4^ v +n/pron + prep 

.put sth behind you to try to forget about sth 
unpleasant that has happened and not allow it to 
affect your future: She wanted to put the past 
behind her. 

to53i your/the past, your problems 

^ v + n/pron + prep + pron 

.put Sth 'by (especially BrE) = put sth aside 3 He 
puts a few pounds by every week, o She ’sgot some 
money put by. 

.put 'down (especially BrE) if an aeroplane or its 
pilot puts down, the plane comes down to the 
ground: The plane put down at Manchester air¬ 
port. o He had to put down in afield. 

WtWi set down, set sth down; land, land sth 
4^ v + adv 

.put sb 'down 1 (also .put yourself ’down) to 

criticize sb and make them feel stupid, espe¬ 
cially in front of other people; to say something 
that suggests that you have a low opinion of 
yourself: She’s always putting people down, o 
Don’t put yourself down! MS) do sb down, do 
yourself down (BrE, informal) 2 (BrE) (of a bus, 
etc.) to allow sb to get off: The bus stopped to put 
down some passengers, o Ask the driver to put 
you down outside the City Hall SIS passengers 





put down 


put off 
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MH> sot si> down (especially BrE) WFE> pick sb 
up 3 to put a baby to bed: She’s just put the baby 
down . baby 

1,3 v + n/pnon + adv ♦ v+adv + n (rare) 

2 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► ’put-down n ( informal) a remark or an action 
that is intended to make sb look stupid: She pro¬ 
duces some ivonderfu l pul-downs. 
put yourself "down 1 = put sb down ] 2 = put 
sb/sth down, put yourself down 
( put sb/sth 'down to place sb/sth that you are 
holding onto the floor or another surface: She 
put ker bag down by the door, o Put me down! o 
(figurative) It’s a great booh I couldn’t put it 
down!(= stop reading it) 

S£ee> pick sb/sth up 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.put sb/sth down; .put yourself down 1 
(for/as sth) (to do sth) to add your name or some¬ 
one else's to a list, etc. in order to arrange for 
you/them to do sth: She put herself down for an 
aerobics class. o I’ve put Jack’s name down for 
the local school, o We’ve been put down to go to a 
class at 4 p.m, 2 (as sth) to write sth down; to 
make a note of sth; I’ll put the meeting down in 
my diary, o He put himself down on the form as 
’unfit’, o I've put some ideas down on paper, o 
Could you put down in writing what you feel? o 
I’ve put you (= your name) down where it says 
*next of kin ’ ( on a form). 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

,put sth 'down 1 to replace the receiver of a tele¬ 
phone and end your conversation: (BrE) She put 
the phone down on me f !aI3 only the phone, the 
receiver 2 to pay part of the cost of sth: Eve put 
down a deposit on our trip, gej] deposit 3 to 
move sth from a higher to a lower position: The 
sun’s in my eyes — can I put the blind down ? o Put 
your feet down, please! (~ off the table/chair) o 
The rain stopped so she put her umbrella down. 4 
(AmE also put sth a way) to kill an animal 
because it is old or sick: The horse was injured 
and had to be put down . o We had to have our cat 
put down, moo Put sth down is often used in 
the passive in this meaning. 5 to stop sth by 
force: T he revolt was swiftly put down. [eHi rebel¬ 
lion, uprising, revolt ME) suppress sth; crush 
sth 6 to spread sth on the floor or ground: We dec¬ 
orated the room and put a new carpet down. o Pm 
going to put some poison down for the rats. 7 (in a 
game of cards) to play a card: She put down the 
ace of spades, o Each player puts down a card in 
turn. EI3 card, ace, etc. 8 to present sth form¬ 
ally for discussion by a parliament or a commit¬ 
tee: to put down a motionlan amendment H™> 
table sth (format) 

^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv+n 
SI put your 'foot down 1 (BrE) to drive faster; 
to drive very fast 2 to be very firm in opposing 
sth: You 'll just have to put your foot down and say 


no. put your ‘head down to go to sleep: Why don i 
you put your head down for a while? 

,put sb 'down as sth to think that sb is a par¬ 
ticular type of person, especially when you do 
not know them very well; 7 put the boy down as a 
troublemaker as soon as I saw him. o I would 
never have put you down as an. athlete! 
v + n/pron + adv + prep + n 

put sb 'down for sth to write down that sb is 
willing or wishes to buy sth, give an amount of 
money, etc: Put me down for three tickets for the 
Saturday show. 

<*> v + rr/pron + adv + prep 

'put sth down to sth to consider that sth is 
caused by sth: She tends to put. everything down to 
fate. 

HlE) attribute sth to sth (formal), chalk sth up 

to (informal) 

<$► v+n/pron + adv + prep 

,put sth 'forth (formal or literary) 1 - put sth 
out 9 The plant put forth new leaves. 2 (especially 
AmE) = put sth forward 3 3 (AmE) to make a 
strong physical or mental effort to do sth: He isn 7 
putting forth the necessary effort, |ogg effort 
<*> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv (rare) 

.put sb/sth forward; .put yourself 'forward 
(for/as sth) to suggest somebody or yourself' as a 
candidate for a job, a position, etc: Can I put your 
name forward for the job? o Only one woman has 
put herself forward as a candidate, o We would 
like to put you forward as head of departmen t, o 
My name was put forward for the scholarship by 
the principal. 

@1 name 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,put sth forward 1 to move sth to an earlier 
time or date: We’ve put the meeting forward a 
couple of days, WB bring sth forward 2 to 
move the hands of a clock forward to give the 
correct time, especially at the beginning of sum 
mer: We forgot to put the. clocksforward last night. 
o France is an hour ahead\ so you 'll have to put 
your watch forward when you get there. EE the 
docks, your watch put sth back 3 (also 
.put sth 'forth formal, especially AmE) to suggest 
an idea or a plan so tbat it can be discussed: She 
put forward several ideas for new projects, o This 
theory was originally put forward by Darwin. 
isg/i argument, proposal, idea HlM> bring sth 
forward 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

2 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (rare) 

3 v+adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 

( put ’In (at..,), .put 'into ... (BrE) (of a ship or its 
sailors) to stop in port for a short time: The ship 
put in at Lisbon, o The captain was instructed, to 
put into Co/ais/or repairs. 

put out (to/from,..) 

#v + adv ♦ v + prep 
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put In; .put ’in sth to interrupt another speaker 
In order to say sth: ‘But what about us?'he put in 
quickly o Could I put in a word? 

F HYE> Interject sth (moreformal) 
v v + adv + speech ♦ v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 
.put sb in (especially BrE) to elect a political 
party as the government; to choose sb officially 
to do a particular job: The voters put the Causer- 
>■ natives in with a large majority. 

<jy v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.put sb in/into sth 1 to make sb go to a particu¬ 
lar institution, such as a school, hospital, etc: He 
was putln prison for five years, o Art accident put 
him in hospital for three weeks . o We had to put 
granny in/into a nursing home. 0323 When this 
meaning of the phrasal verb is used with hos¬ 
pital and prison , In is usually used rather than 
into. 2 to give sb a part icular job to do: Weput her 
inf into sales and she did really well. 

<f> v + n/pron + prep 

rnrn put sb in the picture (informal) to give sb 
the information they need in order to under¬ 
stand a situation: You should put Mike in the pic¬ 
ture as soon as possible, put sb In their place to 
make sb feel stupid or embarrassed when they 
have shown too much confidence put yourself in 
sb’s shoes to imagine that you are in another 
person’s situation, especially when it is an 
unpleasant or difficult one: Don’t be angry with 
your brother. Try to put yourself in his shoes. 

} put sth In 1 to fit a piece of equipment, furni¬ 
ture, etc. into a particular place: Steve put the 
Shower in by himself, o They had central heating 
put in when they moved into the flat MH> install 
sth (moreforma/) 2 to officially make a claim, a 
request, etc: I’ve put in a request for some extra 
funding ; o They’veput in an offer on the house (- 
i hey've said they would pay a particular amount 
for It). 013 offer, claim 3 to give sth, such as 
l line or money, in order to help sb/sth: We all put 
in Jive pounds for Lucy's present. 4 to plant sth in 
the ground: Have you put any bulbs in this 
autumn? rosjj bulbs, seeds 
^ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
H-r put in an ap pearance to go somewhere for a 
short time: I can’t stay long at the party but I’d 
better put in an appearance. 
put sth 'in; .put sth in/'into sth 1 to include 
' sth in a story, a letter, etc: He didn 't put anything 
in his letter about coming to stay, o When you 
write the report, make sure you put in the latest 
figures. 2 to pay money into a bank account: He 
put £500 into his account, SO money WE> pay 
sth In, pay sth into sth; deposit sth 3 (also put 
sth Into doing sth) to give a lot of time or effort 
to sth or to doing sth: She’s put a lot of effort into 
improving her French, o Thank you for all the 
hard work you’ve put in. E§3 effort 4 (also put 
sth Into doing sth) to provide money for sth: 


The school has put a lot of money into (buying) 
new equipment. isO money, resources MS) 
Invest sth 

^ v + n/pron + adv *v + adv + n*v + n/pron + prep 
► input 7 i (CJ [U] time, knowledge, ideas or work 
that you put into a project , etc, in order to make it 
succeed: Nurses should ham more input into the 
way patients are treated. <> Thank you for your 
input to the discussion. 

EBfli There is also a verb input sth meaning to 
put information into a computer and a related 
noun input. 

.put In for sth (especially BrE) to apply formally 
for sth: Are you going to put in for that job? o 
She’s going to put in for a transfer. 

0531 transfer, fob 
v + adv + prep 

put sb/sth/yourself in for sth to enter 
sth/yourself for a competition: She’s put herself 
in for the 100 metres, o You should put that photo 
in for the competition. 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.put 'Into... (BrE) = PUT IN (AT ...), PUT INTO... 

.put sb Into sth = put sb in/into sth 
.put sth 'into Sth 1 to add a quality to sth: Do you 
need to put some, excitement into your life? 2 = put 

STH IN, PUT STH IN/INTO STH 
v + n/pron + prep 

put sth into doing sth = put sth in, put sth 

in/into sth 3,4 

.put 'off doing sth -- put sth off l 
.put sb 'off 1 to cancel a meeting or sth you had 
arranged with sb: He was supposed to come yes¬ 
terday but 1 put him off o Tell her you want to 
talk to her and don't be put off 2 (BrE) (of a 
vehicle, a driver, a ship, etc.) to stop in order to 
allow sb to get off: 7 asked the bus driver to put me 
off near the town centre. 

<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

,put sb off; .put sb off sb/sth; .put sb 'off 
doing sth to make sb stop liking sb/sth; to make 
sb lose interest in sb/sth: His manner tends to put 
people off o Your story is putting me off my food! 
o The accident put her off driving for life, o The 
way he treated his wife really put me. off him. o 
Don’t be put off by her appearance — she’s really 
very sweet. 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v+ adv + n (rare) * 
v +n/pron + prep 

► ’off-putting adj (informal, especially BrE) 
unpleasant; making sb dislike or not be inter¬ 
ested in sth/sb: The computer made a buzzing 
noise that she found, off-putting, o I find it very off- 
putting to have someone watching me all the time . 
o His manner is very off-putting. 

.put sb 'off; .put sb off sth to disturb sb who is 
trying to give all their attention to sth: Don’t put 
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put through 


me off when I'm trying to concentrate, o The sud¬ 
den noise put her off her game. 

distract sb (from sth) 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) * 
v+n/pron + prep 

f put sth off 1 ( also .put 'off doing sth) to change 
sth to a later date or time: We’ll have to put the 
meeting off until next week . o He keeps putting off 
going to the dentist. ME) delay sth 2 (especially 
BrE) to switch sth off: Could you put the lights off 
before you leave? lights, the television, etc. 

switch sth off; turn sth off 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 1 also v + adv + -ing 

,put sb ’on (AmB, informal) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses ) to laugh at sb, especially by 
pretending that sth is true that is not: I thought 
you were putting me on! 

MH> have sb on (BrE) 

EEB3 Put sb on is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

► put-on n [C, usually sing: j (AmE, informal) an 
act of laughing at sb by teUing them that sth is 
true that is not: a joke or trick : Don't take it so ser¬ 
iously — it was just a put-on. 

-+ see also put-on at put sth on 

.put sb 'on; .put sb 'on Sth to give sb the tele¬ 
phone so that they can speak to the person call¬ 
ing: She put Tim on the phone, o Put Jane on for a 
minute, will you? 

$ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

,put sb 'on sth 1 to make sure that someone gets 
on a plane, train, etc: We put Ruth on the bus to 
Carlisle. 2 to make someone follow a particular 
diet, take a particular medicine, etc: The doctor 
put him on antibiotics, o Tim \s been put on a low- 
fat diet. 3 to decide that someone should do a par¬ 
ticular job: They’re going to put someone else on 
that project. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

.put sth 'on t to put an item of clothing, etc. on 
your body : Aren 'tyou going to put your coal on? o 
Hang on , I need to put my glasses on. o lean’tfind 
anything dean to put on! o Have you put your 
seat belt on (= in a car)? o Could you put his shoes 
on for him?f§M coat, shoos, glasses, etc. 
take sth off 2 to apply sth to your skin: She's 
putting her make-up on. o Make sure you put 
some sun cream on before you go out. M3 lip¬ 
stick, make-up. perfume apply sth 
take sth off 3 (especially BrE) to switch sth on: 
Shall I put the light on — it seems very dark in 
here? o Let’s put the kettle on and have a cup of 
tea. M3 the light, the heating, the radio, the 
kettle M§> switch sth on; turn sth on put 
sth off; switch sth off; turn sth off 4 to begin to 
cook food: I need to get home and put the dinner 
on. ME) get sth on 5 to make a tape, a Cl), etc. 
begin to play: Do you mind if I put some music on? 
o She put on a Bob Marley CD. M3 some music, 
CD, tape, video 6 to operate the brakes on a 


vehicle (-a device for slowing or stopping the 
vehicle): Don’t forget to put the handbrake on. o 
She put on the brakes suddenly. M3 the brakes, 
the handbrake MB apply sth (more formal ) 7 
to grow heavier by the amount mentioned: He’s 
put on a lot of weight since I last saw him. o I’ve 
put on two kilos in two weeks. M3 weight WtF> 
gain sth (more formal) HE© lose sth CEOT Put 
sth on is not used in the passive in this meaning. 
8 to provide sth specially: They put on extra 
trains during the holiday period. oA splendid 
lunch was ptu on for the visitors. [M3 bus, train 
ME) lay sth on ME) take sth off 9 to produce 
or present a play, an exhibition, etc: The local 
drama group are putting on ‘Macbeth’, o The 
museum put on a special exhibition about dino¬ 
saurs. M3 play, exhibition, show MH> stage 
sth (more formal) ME) take sth off 10 to pre¬ 
tend to have a particular feeling or quality: He 
put on a hurt expression, o Can you put on an 
American accent? o She isn't realty upset — she’s 
just putting it on. o He seemed furious , but I 
think it was alt put on. M3 accent, expression 
ME) assume sth (formal) 

<D v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
► put-on n [C, usually sing,] (Am£, informal) 
something that is done to trick or deceive people: 
Kate's shabby appearance is just a put-on. Her 
parents are both lawyers, 
see also put-on at put sb on 

,put Sth 'on sth 1 to add an amount of money to 
the price or cost of sth: The new tax put 20pence 
on the price of a packet of cigarettes. knock 

sth off sth 2 to bet money on sth: Eve put £10 on 
Sultan's Promise (= the name of a horse) in the 
next race. M3 bet (on sth), money 
<f> v + n/pron + prep 

,put sb 'onto sb/sth (also .put sb on to sb/sth) 

1 to tell sb about a person, an organization, etc. 
that could help them, or something that they 
might like or find useful; Could you put me onto a 
good accountant? 2 to connect sb by telephone to 
sb else: Could you put me onto the manager, 
please? 3 to inform the police, etc. about a crime 
or a criminal: Do you know who put the police 
onto the hackers? 

& v + n/pron + prep * v+ n/pron + adv + prep 

.put 'out 1 (to/from.. .) (BrE) (of a boat or a crew) 
to move out to sea from a harbour, port, etc: The 
ship put out to sea by night, o We put out from Liv¬ 
erpool. ME) put in (at ...) 2 (AmE. slang) (of a 
woman) to agree to have sex with sb: She won’t 
put out on a first date. E35EB Some people con 
sider put out offensive in this meaning, 
v + adv 

.put sb 'out 1 to make trouble, problems, extra 
work, etc. for sb: / hope our arriving late didn’t 
put you out at all 2 be .put 'out to be upset or 
offended: Jeff wasn ’tat all put out by what I sa id. 
o I was a bit put out that I hadn't been invited. 


3 (Informal) to make sb go to sleep or become 
unconscious: These pills should put him out for a 
few hours. -> see also put yourself out 
<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less frequent) 

.put sth 'out 1 to make sth stop burning: Fire¬ 
fighters soon put thefire out. o He put his cigarette 
out with his foot. M3 flra, cigarette, candle 
ME) extinguish sth (more formal) 2 (especially 
BrE) to switch sth off: Put the light out before you 
come to bed. M3 the light ME) put sth off; 
switch sth off; turn sth off 3 to take sth out of 
your house and leave it, often for sb to collect: 
(BrE) Remember to put the dustbins/rubbish out 
tonight, o (AmE) Remember to put the gar- 
bageltrash out. o She put the washing out to dry. 
)5EE) bring sth in 4 to place sth where it will be 
noticed and used: Have you put out clean towels 
for the guests? 5 to stretch part of your body 
away from yourself towards sb else: He put his 
hand out to shake mine. M3 hand, tongue 6 
(also .put sth 'out of sth) to make sth, especially 
part of your body, come out through a door or 
window to the outside: She opened the window 
and put her head out. o Sam put the cat out of the 
door roughly 7 (BrE) to broadcast sth; to publish 
or issue sth: The programme will be put out on 
Channel Four, o The CD was put out for (he 
American market, o The police put out an urgent 
appeal for witnesses. M3 appeal, statement 
T fW) broadcast sth 8 (informal ) to produce sth: 
The factory puts out 500 new cars a week . o They 
put out a new software package last month. ME) 
produce sth 9 (also ,put sth 'forth more formal) 
(of a plant) to develop or produce new leaves, etc: 
The roses are putting out new shoots already M3 
flowers, shoots, leaves 10 to make a figure, a 
result, etc, wrong: A price increase put our esti¬ 
mates out by a thousand pounds. 11 (to sb) to 
give a job, a task, etc, to a worker who is not your 
employee or to another company so that the 
work will be done in another place: A lot of edit¬ 
ing is put out to freelancers, o The cleaning con¬ 
tract was put out to tender (= companies were 
asked to make offers to supply these services). 
M3 work 12 (informal) to push a bone out of its 
normal position: She fell off her horse and put 
her shoulder out. o You ’re going to put your back 
out lifting those boxes. M3 your back, shoulder 
ME) dislocate sth (format) 

<£■ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
► 'output n [U] [sing.] 1 the amount of some¬ 
thing that a person, machine, company, etc. pro¬ 
duces: The company aims to increase output in the 
coming year, o His musical output has dimin¬ 
ished in recent years. 2 (computing) the informa¬ 
tion produced by a computer: data output Q3B 
There is also a verb output sth, related to this 
meaning. 3 the power, energy, etc. produced by a 
piece of equipment: an output of 100 watts 


.put yourself ‘out to make a special effort to do 
sth for sb: Please don’t put yourself out. on our 
account, o She really put herself out for the visitors. 
-» see also rut sb out 1 
^ v + pron + adv 
be .put 'out = PUT SB OUT 2 
.put yourself 'over (to sb) = put yourself 

ACROSS (TO SB) 

.put sth 'over - put sth across 
n put one 'over on sb (spoken, informal) 1 to 
persuade sb to accept sth that is not time; to 
deceive sb: No one is going to put one over on him. 
2 to show that you are better, stronger, etc. than 
sb else by defeating them: We'd love to put one 
over on the Welsh team. 

.put Sth 'past sb (to do sth) (informal) (always 
used in negative sentences with wouldn't) to be 
surprised that someone has done something 
wrong, illegal, etc: I wouldn’t put it past him to 
use force to get what he wants, o 1 She won't tell the 
teacher will she?' 7 wouldn’t put it past her!’ o 
Personally I wouldn't put anything past him! 

M3 only It, anything, that 

Esna Put sth past sb is not used in the passive. 

4^ v+n/pron + prep 

.put sb/yoursetf through sth 1 to make 
sb/yourself experience sth unpleasant or diffi¬ 
cult: He put his parents through hell, o Why put 
yourself through it? o She never forgot the ter¬ 
rible ordeal he had put her through. 2 to pay for 
sb to attend a school, college, etc: She worked 
part-time to put herself through university. 

<$► v + n/pron + prop 

.put sb/sth 'through (to sb/to...)to connect sb to 
sb else by telephone: Could you put me through to 
the manager please? o The call was put through 
to the wrong extension, o Hold the line , I’m put¬ 
ting you through. 
v + n/pron + adv 

.put sb/sth through sth to test sb/sth to see 
what they are able to do: We put the. machines 
through a series of tests . o The team are put 
through a fitness programme. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

(DEI put sb/sth through their/its paces to give 
someone or something tasks to perform in order 
to find out what they are able to do: He put the car 
through its paces, o She watched the team being 
put through their paces. 

.put sth 'through; .put sth 'through sth to 

complete a plan, programme, etc. successfully: 
This was the last deal James put through, o Has 
the legislation been put through parliament? 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.put sth 'through sth to change sth by using a 
machine, a process, etc: She put some oranges 
through the juicer, o The fish is then put through 
the smoking process (~ to produce smoked fish), 
v + n/pron + prep 
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► throughput n fU] [C, usually sing.] (technical) 
the number of people that are dealt with, or the 
amount of work that is done, in a particular 
period: Hospitals have increased the throughput 
of patients. 

“put sb to sth to make trouble, problems or extra 
work for sb: 1 hope we're not putting you to too 
much trouble. 

Q v * n/pron + prep+ n 

'put Sth to sb 1 to suggest sth to sb for them to 
consider Your proposal will be pul to the board of 
directors, o The Question of strike action must be 
put to union members, o When are you going to 
put the idea to your parents? o 1'U put it to you 
straight (= tell or ask you sth in an honest and 
direct way). MM proposal, idea, view 2 to ask sb 
a question: The audience were invited to put ques¬ 
tions to the panel. IMS question 
^ v + rVpron + prep 

,put sth together 1 to make or repair sth by fit¬ 
ting parts together: He took the clock apart and 
couldn't put it together again ♦ o Can you put a 
team together in time for the game on Saturday? 
Hvs> assemble sth (moreformal) £oEE> take sth 
apart 2 to create sth; He's putting together a 
travel guide for the British Isles, o The band are 
putting their first album together 3 to combine 
things: What reaction will we get if we put these 
two chemicals together? 

& 1|3v + n/pron ♦ adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
EE! more, better, etc. than. ..put to'gether used 
when comparing sb/stb with a group of other 
peopleor things to mean combined’or‘in total’: 
This painting is worth more than all the rest put 
together, put our/your/thelr 'heads together to 
discuss sth as a group in order to reach a plan of 
action, a solution to a problem, etc: We put our 
heads together and decided what had to be done. 

’put sth towards sth to use or give an amount of 
money to pay part of the cost of sth; We will put 
the money towards a new computer, o The city 
council will put £$000 towards equipment for the 
nursery 
M3 money 
v ♦ n/pron * prep 

,put sb 'under (informal, especially AmE) to 
make sb unconscious before a medical oper¬ 
ation: Tm afraid well need to put you under for 
the operation. 

$ v + n/pron + adv 

( put 'up [+ adv/prep] (old-fashioned, especially 
BrE) to stay somewhere fbr the night: We put up 
at a hotel 
<$► v + adv 

,put up Sth 1 to resist strongly or fight hard in a 
game, a contest, an argument, etc: The other 
team didn’t put up much of a fight . o She's not 


likely to put up much resistance to the idea. IpIjI 
fight, resistance 2 to show a good level of skill 
in a game or a competition: The team put up a 
great performance (= played very well), gfjf per- 
formance, show 3 to suggest an idea for other 
people to discuss; to put up a proposal for a new 
book SDSl argument, proposal 
v+adv + n 

,put Sb 'up 1 to let sb stay at your home; to 
arrange for sb to stay somewhere: We can put you 
both up for the night, o They put us up at a hotel 
in town. 2 (for sth) to present sb as a candidate in 
an election; to propose sb for an official position: 
We hope to put up more women candidates in the 
next election, o We want to put you upfor club sec¬ 
retary. (213 candidates 
<$► 1 v + n/pron * adv ♦ v + adv +■ n (Jessfrequent) 

2 v + n/pron + adv * v ♦ adv+n 

put sth ’up i to raise sth from a lower to a higher 
position: Put your hand up if you want to ask a 
question, o It started raining so /put my umbrella 
up. o I’ve decided to put my hair upfbr the party o 
to put up a flag M3 your hand, your hair 2 to fix 
or fasten sth in a place where it w 01 be seen; to 
display sth: Several warning signs have been put 
up. o The exam results haven’t been put up on the 
noticeboard yet. o Annie's put posters up all over 
her bedroom, o The stores have put their Christ¬ 
mas decorations up already. MSI sign, poster, 
curtains, notice take sth down 3 to build 
sth; to put sth into an upright position: These 
apartment blocks were put up in the sixties, o We 
had trouble putting the tent up in the dark, o We 
need to put some shelves up for our books. 
§13 tent shelf, fence SED take sth down; pull 
sth down 4 to increase the price or cost of sth: 
The theatre has put up ticket prices, o The banks 
have put up their interest rates again, o The land¬ 
lord wants to put up the rent by £20 a month. 
MS prices WE> raise sth W D bring sth down 
5 (informal) to provide or lend money: James put 
up half the money for the car. o A local business¬ 
man has put up the £500000needed to save the dub. 
MZ money 6 ,put sth up for sth to offer sth to sb 
else for them to buy etc: The house has been put 
up for sale, o Why did Jess put her baby up for 
adoption?MM house, baby, child 
1 <2*3,4 v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v+adv + n 
$ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron ♦ adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

6 v + n/pron *adv ♦ v+adv+n (rare) 

(EE) put your feet up to sit down and relax: I 
can’t wail to get home and put my feet up for a 
while, a put-up ’Job (BrE, informal) a plan or an 
event that has been arranged secretly in order to 
trick or deceive sb: The kidnapping was a put-up 
job. 
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[put sb up to sth; ,put sb 'up to doing sth 

(informal) to encourage or persuade sb to do sth 
wrong or foolish: Some of the older boys must 
have put him up to it o Her sister put her up to 
climbing into the house through an open window. 
0 v + n/pron + adv * prep 

Iput 'up with sb/sth to accept sb/sth that is 
annoying, difficult or unpleasant, without com¬ 
plaining: / don’t know how your parents put up 
With you I c We put up with that car for years, o I 
don't see why I should put up with being spoken to 
like that <> / can put up with the rain — it 's the 
cold I don’t like, o She has a lot to put up with. 
SEE) tolerate sth (moreformal), endure sth 
(more formal ) 

0 v + adv + prep 

| 'put upon sb (BrE) to use sb’s kindness for your 
own advantage by asking them to do things for 
|you that you should not expect them to do: I felt 
that my mother had been put upon. 

I Put upon sb is often used in the passive, 

> v + prop 

k ’put-upon adj badly treated by someone who 
[uses your kindness for their own advantage: My 
grandmother is the most put-upon mem ber of the 

family. 


putter/'pAta(r)/ 

putter a round; putter a'round sth (AmE) = 

POTTER ABOUT/AROUND, POTTER ABOUT/AROUND 


puzzle /‘pazi/ 

'puzzle a'bout sth - puzzle ovrr/about sth 
.puzzle sth ‘out to find the solution to a difficult 
problem by thinking carefully about it: She 
couldn't puzzle out where her keys could have 
gone, o-1 spent hours trying to puzzle out an 
explanation for his behaviour, clean’t puzzle out 
how the box opens. 

SEE) work sth out 

nftiw Puzzle sth out is often used with the ques¬ 
tion words how, what, why, etc. ♦ It cannot be 
used in the passive. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v * pron + adv ♦ v * n + adv (less 
frequent) 

'puzzle over/about sth to think hard about 
something because you want to understand it: 
Police are still puzzling over the incident, o S/te 
puzzled over the postmark on the tetter. 
v ■+ prep 





Qq 


quarrel /'kwnral: AmE k wo;r-, *k wcur/ (-11- 
AmE- 1-) 

quarrel with sth/sb {especially BrE) {usually 
used in negative sentences) to disagree with 
st]i/sb: Few would quarrel with the principle of 
free education for all 
v + prep 

qtl&tlG /kju;/ (queuing or queueing) 

.queue up (for sih/to do sth) (BrE) to wait or 
stand in a line with other people in order to get 
sth or do sth: They spent four hours queueing up 
for tic kets. <> We had to queue up to get our visas. 
BEIE Queue is often used with the same mean¬ 
ing: We spent four hours queueing for tickets. 

^ see also usk up i 
^ v + adv 

be .queuing up for sth; be .queuing 'up to 

do sth if you say that people are queuing up 
for sth or to do sth, you mean that a lot of people 
are very eager to have sth or do sth: Actors are 
queuing up to work with this company. 
be + v + adv + prep ♦ be + v+adv + toinf 

quiet (AmE) /’kwaist/ 

.quiet down; .quiet sb 'down = quieten 

down, QUIETEN SB DOWN 

quieten (BrE) /'kwaietn/ (AmE quiet) 

.quieten down; .quieten sb down to 

become, or to make sb, calmer, less noisy or less 
active: We’ve been really busy at. work during the 
summer bu t things should quieten down now. o 
It took a long time for the baby to quieten down, o 
Can y ou quieten the kids down? 

BSU Quieten/quiet and quieten/quiet sb are 
also used with the same meaning, especially in 
more formal language: The class quietened. 

^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

quit ,/kwit/ (quitting, quit, quit, BrE also quit¬ 
ting, quitted, quitted) 

’quit on sb (AmE, informal) 1 to stop helping, 
working with or supporting sb when they need 
you most: I can’t believe he quit on the team after 
only two games' o You can’t quit on me now. we 're 
almost there! 2 if a machine, a vehicle, etc. quits 
on you, it stops working at a time when you 
really need it: The air-conditioning quit on us in 
mid-July. 

# v + prep 



rabbit /'raebit/ 

.rabbit 'on (about sb/sth) (BrE, informal, disap¬ 
proving) to talk about sth for a long time in a bor¬ 
ing way: What’s he rabbiting on about? 

MH> go on (about sb/sth) 
v + adv 

rack (also wrack less frequent) /nek/ 

rack up sth; .rack it/them up (informal, 
especially AmE ) to get or collect a large amount 
or quantity of sth, such as profits or losses in a 
business or points in a competition: The com¬ 
pany racked up $20 billion in sales ■„ o Bush has 
racked up victories in another five states. 

CTsna a noun must always follow up. but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 

<*> v + adv + n * v + pron + adv (less frequent) 

raffle /'nefi/ 

.raffle sth ’off to offer sth as a prize in a raffle <- 
a way of makmg money when people buy tickets 
with a number on and some of the numbers ai'e 
later chosen to win prizes); The cake will be raf¬ 
fled off to raise money for the school. 

BESS Raffle sth is used more frequently with 
this meaning. 

v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

rail /reil/ 

’rail against/at sb/sth (formal) to protest about 
sb/sth in an angry or bitter way: to rail against 
the goverrunentfauthorities o There’s no point 
railing against the decision. 
v + prep 

rain /rem/ 

.rain ’down (on/upon sb/sth), .rain sth ’down 

(on/upon sb/sth) to fall or to make sth fall on 
sb/sth in large quantities: Huge boulders rained 
down on us. o He rained blow (filer blow down on 
my skull. 

v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
bo .rained ’off (BrE) (AmE be .rained out) 

(informal) if an event such as a sports game is 
rained off, it stops or it does not take place 
because of rain: The game was rained off o It 
looks as if the concert is going to be rained off 
& be + v + adv 

rake /reik/ 

.rake sth 'In ( informal ) to earn large amounts of 
money without difficulty: The company rakes in 


about £190 million, o Since she moved to London 
she. ’s been raking it in, 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n +adv (less 
frequent) 

rake ’over 5 th (BrE, informal , disapproving) to 
examine sth that happened in the past in great 
detail and keep talking about it, when it should 
be forgotten: There's no point in raking over the 
events of the past. 

P5bj ] the past 
v + prep 

H 32 ] rake over old ’coals/ashes to discuss sth 
that happened in the past in detail, when it 
should be forgotten rake sb over the coals 
(Am/?) (BrE haul sb over the ’coals) to criticize 
sb severely because they have done sth wrong 
,rake sth ’up 1 to talk about sth unpleasant that 
has happened in the past, which people would 
like to forget: I didn’t come here to rake up old 
arguments. 2 to collect sth into a pile using a tool 
with a long handle and a row of metal points at 
the end (a rake): I raked up all the leaves. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

rally /'raeli/ (rallies, rallying, rallied, rallied) 

.rally around/'round; .rally a round/ round 

sb if people rally around or rally around sb, 
they work together to help and support sb who is 
in a difficult or unpleasant situation: When she 
was ill , the neighbours all rallied round to help 
her and bring her meals. o His friends rallied 
around him as soon as they heard the news. 

& v + adv * v + prep 

ram /ram/ (-mm-) 

ram Into sb/sth; .ram sth into sth to hit sth 

violently; to make sth hit sth violently: He was 
going too fast and rammed into the car in front, o 
The thieves rammed their truck into the jeweller's 
window, 

<§► v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
ramble /'raembl/ 

.ramble 'on (about sb/sth) (BrE) to talk or write a 
lot about sb/sth in a confused and boring way: 
What is she rambling on about? o There’s me ram¬ 
bling on. and you haven ’t told me your news yet. 

<$► v + adv 

range /rernds/ 

be ranged a'gainst/'with sb/sth; .range 
yourself a’gainst/'with sb/sth (formal ) to 
join with other people to oppose sb/sth: He felt as 
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reckon 


though the whole family was ranged against him. 
o She ranged herself more with her parents than 
with her brother. 

^ be + v+prep * v+ pron + prep 

rap/raep/(-pp-) 

,rap sth 'out to say sth quickly and sharply: The 
officer rapped out orders. 

013 command, order £§™> bade sth out 

v + adv + n + v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) * 
v + adv + speech 

rat free/ (-tt-) 

‘rat on sb (informal) to give information to 
people in authority causing trouble for sb: Say 
what you like about All but he has never ratted on 
hisfriends. 
v + prep 

'rat On sth (BrE, informal) to fail to keep a prom¬ 
ise you have made: They accused the government 
of ratting on promises to the disabled. 

(£13 promise, pledge 

^ v + prep 

ratchet /‘rsetjit/ 

.ratchet sth 'up to make prices, etc. increase a 
little at a time: The merest rates have been 
ratcheted up sharply, o The hormone rushes 
around the brain , ratcheting the heart rate up 
from 60-80 to about a hundred . o (figurative) The 
government have ratcheted up the pressure on the 
protest organizers. 

v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

ration /-r»jn/ 

.ration sth 'out to divide sth that there is not 
very much of between a group of people in such 
a way that everyone gets a small share: They 
rationed the water out among the survivors . 

GBi3 food, water 
^ v + m/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

rattle /'r»ti/ 

.rattle around; .rattle a'round sth ( informal ) 
to live, work, etc. somewhere that is much too big 
for your needs: There are only two of us t rattling 
around in this massive office. o They ’re rattling 
around that house now that the children have left. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.rattle Sth 'off to say or repeat sth from memory, 
quickly and without any effort: She rattled off 
the names of the movies Hitchcock had directed. 
Sxis) rod sth off 

^v + adv + n + v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

.rattle on (about sth) (informal) to talk quickly 
and for a long time about sth that is not import¬ 
ant or interesting: He rattled on about his job for 


over an hour. 

HrH> waffle on (about sth) 

v + adv 

.rattle through sth (BrE, informal) to do some¬ 
thing very quickly: He rattled through his home¬ 
work then went out. 

& v + prep 

reach /ri:tj/ 

.reach sth 'down (for sb) to get sth down from a 
high place: Could you reach that vase down for 
me? o She reached down a box from the top shelf 
EESHIn informal spoken language reach sb 
down sth is also used: Could you reach me down 
that vase? 

^v + n/pron+adv + v + adv + n 
.reach 'out; .reach sth 'out to stretch your arm 
or your hand in order to touch or get something: 
He reached out to switch on the light, o I reached 
out a hand to touch her face, o The child reached 
out for her hand. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (rare) 

.reach 'out to sb to show sb that you are inter¬ 
ested in them and/or want to help them; to try to 
get people's interest or attention: The organiza¬ 
tion is trying to reach out to people of all ages and 
from all levels of society, o The party has failed to 
reach out to young people, o The makers of this 
movie have tried to reach out to an older audience. 
v + adv + prep 

► ‘outreach n [C| the activity of an organization 
that provides a service or advice to people in the 
community especially those who cannot or are 
unlikely to come to an office, a hospital, etc. for 
help: a rural outreach programme o outreach 
work 

read /ri:d/ (read, read /red/) 

.read sth ‘back to read a message, a letter etc. 
aloud in order to check that it is correct: I got her 
to read the message back to me to make sure it was 
right. 

<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 

.read sth Into sth to think that something has a 
meaning or an importance that it probably does 
not have: It’s a mistake to read too much into the 
results of one. opinion poll o You can read any¬ 
thing you umm into horoscopes. o Her voice was 
cold and I wasn 7 sure what to read into it. 

too much, something, anything 
^ v +n/pron + prep 

.read sth ‘off to look at the measurement shown 
on a machine or other measuring device: The 
speed can be calculated or read off from the 
graph . o I looked at the thermometer and read off 
the temperature. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


.read ‘on to continue reading: The book was so 
exciting he read on until down, o The idea is to 
make the reader want to read on, o If you want to 
jind out more, read on! 

Q v + adv 

.read sth ’out (to sb) 1 to read sth aloud, espe¬ 
cially to other people: She read out the names of 
the. winners, o The teacher read my poem out to 
the class, o There's a letter from Tom. Shall Iread 
it out to you? 2 (especially AmE, computing) to get 
back information that is stored on a computer; to 
produce a display of the information on a screen 
<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + speech 
► ‘read-out n (computing) a record or display of 
information on a computer screen: The computer 
will work out the best route for you and give you a 
read-out on the screen. 

.read sth through (also .read sth over less fre¬ 
quent) to read something from the beginning to 
the end, usually in order to find any mistakes: 1 
read through my translation, checking for mis¬ 
takes. o When she read her letter through the next 
day, she decided not to send it. o When she 'd fin¬ 
ished, Emily read over what she’d written. 

^ v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 

.read up on sb/sth; .read sb/sth ‘up (also .read 
’up about sb/sth less frequent) to read a lot about a 
particular subject in order to learn about it: Have 
you been reading up on the history of the island? o 
I’ve been reading this place up in the library. 
v + adv + prep 4 v + adv + n 4 v + n/pron + adv 

rear /rie(r); ArnE nr/ 

’rear sb/sth on Sth to give a person or an animal 
a particular type of food, entertainment, etc. 
when they are young: I was reared on jazz, but 
later discovered rock. 

mma Rear sb/sth on sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

<^v + n/pron + prep 

.rear ‘up 1 if a horse, etc. rears up, it stands on its 
back legs with its front legs in the air: The horse 
reared up and shefell off. 2 if a building, cliff, etc. 
rears up, it seems to lean over you in a threaten¬ 
ing way: The cliff reared up before them. 
pictu Rear is also used with these meanings, 
especially meaning 1: The horse reared and she 
fell off 
$ v + adv 

reason /‘n:zn/ 

.reason sth ’out to think carefully about some¬ 
thing in a logical way in order to understand it: 
Let's try to reason out why he behaved as he did, o 
Reason it out for yourself — why do you think she 
didn't say where she was going? 

Isyg) figure sb/sth out; work sth out 
^v + n/pron + adv 4 v+adv + n 


’reason with sb to talk to sb in order to persuade 
them to be more sensible: It 's impossible to rea¬ 
son with her when she's in this mood. 

Plan Reason with sb can be used in the passive: 
He can’t be reasoned with . 

0 v + prep 

rebound /n'baimd / 

re bound on sb (also re bound upon sb more 
formal . less frequent) if sth that you do, espe¬ 
cially sth that, is intended to be unpleasant for sb 
else, rebounds on/upon you, it has a bad or 
unpleasant effect for you instead: His little trick 
seems to have rebounded on him. o These meas¬ 
ures could rebound on the poorest families {= 
affect them instead of the people they were 
intended to affect). 

^ v + prep 

reckon /‘rekan/ 

reckon on sb/sth; reckon on doing sth; 
reckon on sb/sth doing sth to rely on 
sb/sth or on sth happening; to expect sb to do sth 
or sth to happen; We were reckoning on a profit of 
about, half a million, o You can reckon on my sup¬ 
port. 0 We hadn't reckoned on them arriving $0 
early. 0 You can’t always reckon on having good 
weather in June, o The company thought they 
would easily get permission to build a hotel. but 
they hadn 7 reckoned on the local people. 

count on sb/sth, count on doing sth, 
count on sb/sth doing sth 
^ v + prep 

.reckon Sth 'up (especially BrE) to add figures or 
numbers together: That’ll be £20.50, if I’ve 
reckoned it up correctly. 
wm add sth up; calculate sth (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv 4 v+adv + n 

'reckon with sb/sth 1 (usually used in negative 
sentences) to consider sb/sth as a possible prob¬ 
lem that you should be prepared for: Unfortu¬ 
nately. we hadn't reckoned with Emily. 0 We must 
reckon with the possibility of failure. 2 to con¬ 
sider ordeal with sb/sth as a serious opponent or 
problem: He had to reckon with a great deal of 
opposition. 0 The team are still a force to be 
reckoned with (-■ they will be difficult to defeat). 
rn*H3 in this meaning reckon with sb/sth can be 
used in the passive 
<$> v + prep 

‘reckon without sb/sth (especially BrE) to not 
consider sb/sth as a possible problem and there¬ 
fore not be prepared for it: We allowed an hour to 
get there, but we’d reckoned without the traffic (- 
it took us much longer). 

<$► v+prep 





reconcile 


m 


reconcile /'rekansail/ 

reconcile sb/yourself to sth; 'reconcile 
sb/yourself to doing sth to make sb/your¬ 
self accept an unpleasant situation because 
there is nothing you can do to change it; They 
were reconciled to the fact that he wouldn't be com¬ 
ing back, o I've reconciled myself to having no 
money while Vm a student. 
v + n/pron + prep 

reduce /n'djurs; AmE -‘du:s / 

re duce sb/sth to sth to bring sb to a particular 
state, especially a worse one; She was reduced to 
tears by their criticism, o The building was 
reduced to a heap of rubble, o Her Questioning 
reduced him to a state of confusion. 

^ v +n/pron + prep 

re duce sb to doing sth to make sb do some 
thing they do not approve of or are ashamed of 
because there is no other choice for them: / was 
reduced to borrowing moneyfrom friends. 

UESB Reduce sb to doing sth is nearly always 
used in the passive. 

<$► v + n/pron + prep 

re duce sth to sth to change sth into a simpler 
or more general form: His arguments can be 
reduced to four points. 

+ n/pron + prep 

reek/ri:k/ 

'reek of sth (disapproving) 1 to smell very 
strongly of sth unpleasant: His breath reeked of 
tobacco. 2 if sth reeks of sth unpleasant or sus¬ 
picious, it suggests very strongly that there is sth 
unpleasant or suspicious about it: His statement 
reeks of hypocrisy, o The whole place reeked of 
neglect. 

& v + prep 

reel /ri:i/ 

,reel Sth la'out to wind sth on/ofTf a special 
round device (a reel), for example on a fishing 
rod: He slowly reeled the. fish in, o The firefighters 
reeled out the hose, o The line caught on some¬ 
thing in the water as he reeled it in. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
reel sth ’off 1 to say a long list of things quickly 
and without having to think about it: He reeled 
off the names of the people he’d invited . £ED list, 
names, figures WB> rattle sth off 2 (informal, 
especially BrE) (in a sports competition) to win a 
series of games or a number of points: 77 le Bulls 
reeled off nine consecutive points, o Henman 
reeled off three straight games. IS points, 
games USD chalk up sth 
<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

.reel sth 'out -- RBKI, STH IN/OUT 


refer/ri*fe:(r)/(.rr-) 

re fer to sb/sth 1 (as sth) to mention or talk 
about somebody or something: She never 
referred to the incident again, o Passengers ate 
now referred to as ‘customers'. 2 to describe or be 
connec ted to sb/sth: This paragraph refers to the 
events of last yea r, o This phenomenon is referred 
to in detail in chapter nine, o The term ‘visually 
handicapped’refers to students who have serious 
difficulties in seeing. 

CES3 Refer to sb/sth can be used in the passive, 
v + prep 

refer to sth to look at sth for information: You 
don’t need to refer to a dictionary for this exercise. 

book, dictionary, manual, instructions 
Hi?} consult sth (more formal) 

EESD Refer to sth can be used in the passive: It is 
important to provide a record that can be referred to. 
v + prep 

refer sb/sth to sb/sth to send sb/sth to a differ¬ 
ent place or person in order to get help, advice or 
a decision: The case was referred to the Court of 
Appeal o My tutor referred me to a counsellor, o 
(formal) I refer you to my letter of 2 June. 
v+n/pron + prep 

reflect/rffiekt/ 

re flect on sb/sth (also re flect upon sb/sth 

more formal) to make sb have a particular opin¬ 
ion of sb/sth: When the department performs 
badly it reflects on me as manager (~ it makes 
people think I am a bad manager), o This inci¬ 
dent reflects badly on everyone involved, o When 
our students are successful it reflects well on the 
whole school. 

COS Reflect on sb/sth is often used with 
adverbs, especially badly or well. 

$v + prep 

0*13) reflect great credit on sb/sth to show that 
sb/sth is very good or has done sth very well: The 
fine condition of the cars reflects great credit on 
their owners, o The young orchestra's perform¬ 
ance reflected great credit on their training. 

regale /n’geil/ 

re gale sb with sth to entertain sb with stories, 
jokes, etc: She was regaling us with tales of her 
youth. 

v + n/pron + prep 
rein /rein/ 

rein In; ,rein sth In (also ,rein back, ,reln sth 
‘back less frequent) to pull on the reins of a horse 
( the leather bands that go around its neck) to 
make it go more slowly or stop: Felipe reined back 
and rode beside her. o She reined in her horse and 
waited for John to catch up. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
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rein sb/sth 'in (also rein sb/sth back less fre¬ 
quent) to control sb or sth more strictly: We need 
to rein in public spending, o The new President, is 
faced with the task of reining in the military, o He 
was unable to rein back his impatience. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent ) 

relate /riieit/ 

rel ate to sb/sth 1 to feel that you can under¬ 
stand a person, a situation, sth that sb does or 
feels, etc. and have sympathy with them/it: She 
tms unable to relate to her youngest child, o Ifrnd 
him very difficult to relate to. o I just couldn’t relate 
to that movie at all o She could relate to his feel¬ 
ings of guilt about his children. 2 to be connected 
to sb/sth; to refer to sb/sth : A U the documents relat¬ 
ing to the matter were destroyed, o The new law 
relates only to children born after 1996. 

^ v + prep 

relieve /n'liiv/ 

relieve sb of sth 1 (formal) to carry out a diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant task for sb else, or instead of 
them: Robots can relieve people of dull and repetitive 
work, o Can / relieve you of some of your bags (y 
carry them for you)? 2 ( formal) to d ismiss sb from a 
job or responsibility: He was relieved of his post as 
manager, rcraia In this meaning, relieve sb of sth 
is often used in the passive. 3 (informal ironic) to 
rob sb of sth: 7 he thief relieved him of his wallet. 

& v +n/pron + prep 

rely /rr'lai/ (relies, relying, relied, relied) 

re' ly on sb/sth (also re ly upon sb/sth more for¬ 
mal) 1 (for sth) to need or be dependent on sb/sth: 
She still has to rely on her parents for money, o He 
hasn't got a cm; and relies on public transiwrt to get 
around, o We relied on Anna to translate for us. o 
Before they got a piped water supply local treople 
had to rely on getting their water from wells and 
tanks. HxH) depend on/upon sb/sth (for sth) 2 to 
trust or have confidence in sb/sth: You can safely 
rely on her judgement o You can rely on Jon to turn 
up late / (- he always does) o For the first time in 
yean she had someone she could rely on. o Werelied 
on the advice of our solicitor. )*.?*> count on/upon 
sb/sth; depend on/upon sb/sth GED3 Rely 
on/upon sb/sth can be used in the passive in this 
meaning: She cannot be relied on to tell the truth. 
v + prep 

remember /n'mumba<r)/ 

re member sb to sb (BrE) (not used in the pro- 
gressive tenses ) used to ask sb to give your greet¬ 
ings and good wishes to sb else: Remember me to 
your mother. 
v + n/pron + prep 


remind /rtmamd/ 

re’mind sb of sb/sth (not used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) if sb/sth reminds you of sb/sth, they 
make you think of sb/sth because they are simi¬ 
lar: The smell of bread baking reminds me of 
home, o When Clare smiled, she reminded me of 
her mother o Watching his serious face, with its 
big round glasses, she was reminded of an owl. 
fTPtn Remind sb of sb/sih can be used in the 
passive: Listening to hep he was reminded of 
Helen. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

rent /rent/ 

rent sth ‘out (to sb) to allow something that you 
ow r n to be used by someone else in return for pay¬ 
ment: They rented the house out to students. 0 
Most of these houses are rented out. 
ioljl room, house, etc, 20Qi> hire sth out (to sb); 
let sth out (to sb) (BrE) 

Rent sth can also be used with the same 
meaning: You could rent a room to a student. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

repair /n’pes(r); AmE - ‘per/ 

re pair to.. . (formal or humorous) to go to a place: 
After dinner, they repaired to the lounge for coffee. 
v+ prep 

report /n f po:i; AmE rfpoirt/ 

report ’back 1 (to sb) (on sb/sth) to give a 
spoken or written account of some information 
that you were asked to find out about: I have to 
report back to the manager on our progress. 2 
(to...) to return to a place, especially in order to 
start work again: When do you have to report 
back for duty? 

<£► v + adv 

re.port ’in (to sb/sth) to contact sb to let them 
know where you are or what you are doing: The 
officer briefly reported in (to the police sta tion). 

re’port to sb (business) (not used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) if you report to sb in a company or 
an organization, they are responsible for your 
work and tell you what to do: She reports directly 
to the chief executive, o A new team will be put 
together for the project, reporting to Julia Healey. 
v + prep 

reside /n’zaid/ 

re side In sb/sth (formal) to be in sb/sth; to he 
caused by sth: The attraction of the book resides 
in its illustrations, o The interests of the child res¬ 
ide in getting the best possible education. 
v + prep 
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re side in/wfth sb/sth (formal) to be present in 
or belong to sb/sth: Supreme authority resides 
with the President, o Political poiver seems to res - 
ide increasingly in the South of England. 

4^ v + prep 

resign /n’zam/ 

re sign yourself to sth. re sign yourself to 
doing sth to be ready to accept sth unpleasant 
because you cannot avoid it: She resigned her¬ 
self to her fate, o They resigned themselves to 
being defeated, o I’ve resigned myself to staying 
in again tonight. 
v + pron + prep 

resolve /ri’zolv; AmE ri'za: lv/ 

re solve into sth: re solve sth Into sth to 

separate or to be separated into its parts: The 
design resolved into a number of different pat¬ 
terns. oa lawyer's ability to resolve facts into 
their legal categories 
4^ v + prep ♦ v + pron + prep 
resolve into sth; resolve itself/them¬ 
selves into sth 1 if sth you see or hear at a dis¬ 
tance resolves into sth or resolves itself into 
sth, you gradually see it or hear it clearly as a 
particular thing: The grey shape resolved into a 
group of walkers, o The white light resolved itself 
into the headlights of a car. 2 to gradually 
become or be understood as sth: The discussion 
eventually resolved itself into two main issues. o 
The question resolves itself' into whether individ¬ 
uals should be allowed to choose such a course of 
action. 

4^ v + prep ♦ v + pron + prep 

resort /ri'zort; AmErizy.rtf 

re’sort to sth; re sort to doing sth to make 
use of something, especially something bad or 
unpleasant, as a way of achieving sth, often 
because no other course of action is possible: 
They should be able to settle their differences with¬ 
out resorting to violet-tee, o They resorted to brib¬ 
ery to get what they wanted. 

(as! violence, bribery 

EQB Resort to sth/to doing sth can be used in 
the passive: Various measures were resorted to. 

<|> v +■ prep 

rest /rest/ 

'rest on sb/sth (also rest upon sb/sth more for- 
mal) 1 to depend on sb/sth: Britain's hopes of a 
medal now rest on Henderson. 2 if your eyes rest 
on sb/sth, you look at them/it : Her eyes rested on a 
photograph on the desk. SvbjI eyes, gaze 
4^ v + prep 


'rest on sth (also 'rest upon sth more formal) to 
be based on sth: The whole, case rests on one man’s 
evidence, o His argument seemed to rest on a false 
assumption . 

^ v + prep 

,rest 'up (informal) 1 ( old-fashioned , especially 
BrE) to rest after an illness or injury: He was 
advised to rest up for a week after his fall. \MS3 
Rest is usually used with this meaning. 2 (espe¬ 
cially AmE) to rest in order to gain energy and 
strength, for example after an illness or before a 
sports competition: You should rest up if you’re 
going to be fit for the game, o The climbers 
decided to rest up for a couple of days before con¬ 
tinuing up to the summit. EEna Rest can also be 
used with this meaning. 

^ v + adv 

'rest with sb (to do sth) (formal ) (not used in the 
progressive tenses) to be sb’s responsibility: The 
decision rests entirely with you. o The responsi¬ 
bility far br inging up children rests with the par¬ 
ents. o It rests with the bus company to prove 
they were not responsible for the accident. 

USE) Ho with sb (to do sth) 

^ v + prep 

result /ri'ZAlt/ 

re sult in sth to have a particular effect; to make 
sth happen: The accident resulted in 67 deaths, o 
The agreement will result in employers working 
more closely with students and teachers. 

ESI! death, increase, loss 
<|> v +■ prep 

retail /'ruteii/ 

'retail at/for sth (business) to be sold at a par¬ 
ticular price: The videos retail at £15 each. 
v + prep 

return /rx’tsm; AmE n'tarm/ 

re turn to sth 1 to go back to a previous state: 
Train services have returned to normal after the 
strike. WE> go beck to sth 2 to start discussing 
a subject you were discussing earlier: He returns 
to this topic later in the report. WtE> come back 
to sth 
^ v + prep 

rev /rev/ (-W-) 

,rev ’up; ,rev sth 'up if the engine of a vehicle 
revs up, or $b revs it up, it runs quickly 
although the vehicle does not move: The car 
revved up and roared away. 

GSG3 Rev and rev sth are also used with this 
meaning. 

<!> v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


rev 'up (for sth), t rev sb/sth'up (for sth) ( espe¬ 
cially AmE) to become, or to make sb/sth, more 
active or excited: The team are revving up for next 
week’s game, o It’s his job to rev up the audience 
before the show starts. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

revel /'revi/(-n»,d-) 

revel in sth; revel in doing sth to enjoy a 
situation or an experience very much: I think 
he‘s secretly revelling in all the attention, o She 
seems to revel in annoying her parents. 

& v + prep 

revert /ri'vait; AmE ri'vaxt/ 

re'vert to sb (to) (of property and land) to 
return legally to the owner: After his death the 
house reverted to its original owner. 
v + prep 

re'vert to sth; re'vert to doing sth (formal) 1 
to go back to a previous condition or activity, 
especially a worse one: When the pressure is on, 
players revert to bad habits, o After a good year 
the team reverted to type in their last game (- 
they played badly again), o After 80 years as a 
school , the building has reverted back to being a 
house again. 2 to start talking or thinking again 
about a subject you were considering earlier: To 
revert to your earlier question... 

<*» v + prep 

revolve /n'vulv; AmK rrvadv/ 

re volve around sb/sth; re'volve around 
doing Sth (also revolve round sb/sth, revolve 
round doing sth especially BrE) to have sb/sth as 
the main subject or interest: His whole life 
revolved round cars, o You think the whole world 
revolves around you. o Much of a dolphins life 
revolves aroundfinding and eating food. 

4f^ v + prep 

re'volve around sth (also re'volve round sth 

especially BrE) to move around sth in a circle: 
The earth revolves around the sun, 

<$► v + prep 

rid /rid/(ridding, rid, rid) 

J rid sb/sth/yourself of sb/sth (formal) to 
remove sth/sb unpleasant from a person, a place 
or an organization: The government pledged to 
rid the country of nuclear weapons, o How could 
she rid herself of Charles? 

ITETT 3 This phrasal verb is used mainly in written 
English. 

4^ v + n/pron + prep 


riddle /uav 

’riddle sb/sth with sth to fill sb/sth with bullets 
or with holes: His body was riddled with bullets . 
o wooden beams riddled with holes o a bullet- 
riddled car 

Krara Riddle sb/sth with sth is often used in the 
passive. 

4^ v + n/pron+prep 

be “riddled with sth to be full of sth, especially 
sth unpleasant or bad: The whole organization is 
riddled with corruption. 

4 §> be + v + prep 

ride /raid/ (rode /rood; AmE roud/rldden 
f’ndnj) 

'ride on sth (usually used in the progressive 
tenses) to depend on sth: My whole future is riding 
on this interview, o There 's a lot of money riding 
on this deal, o She has a lot riding on this film 
after the failure of thelast twoi 
4^ v + prep 

ride sth ’out to manage to survive a difficult 
period or situation without suffering serious 
harm: Do you think the president will be able to 
ride out this latest crisis ?o Of course your par¬ 
ents were angry, but you should have stayed to 
ride out the storm. 

IqbjI storm, recession 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

,rlde 'up if an item of clothing rides up, it grad¬ 
ually moves upwards, out of position: His waist¬ 
coat was riding up over his stomach. 

^ v + adv 

rifle/“nfl/ 

,rifle “through sth to search quickly through sth 
such as drawers, cupboards or papers, in order to 
find or steal sth: Sally rifled through to ward¬ 
robe looking for something to wear, o The room 
looked as if a burglar had rifled through it (= it 
was very untidy). 

™ Rifle through sth can be used in the pas= 
sive: The drawers had been rifled through. 

0 v + prep 

rig /rig/ (-gg-) 

“rig sb/sth “out (in/with sth) (old-fashioned, BrkA 
to provide sb/sth with clothes or equipment; 
They took the kids to a big store and rigged them 
out from top to bottom (= bought them a set of 
new clothes, shoes, etc.), o The ship had been 
rigged out with state-of-the-art equipment. 

MD kh sb/sth out (in/wlth sth) (BrE) 

Rig sb out is often used in the passive. 

4|> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 






rig up 


m 
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t rfg Sth 'up 1 to fix a piece of equipment into 
place: We've rigged up lights in the garden for the 
party, o He was rigged up to a machine so that the 
nurses could check his heartbeat 2 to make or 
build sth quickly; using whatever materials are 
available: He had rigged up a sort of tent, using 
his jacket and shirt 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

ring jrix)j (rang /raq/rung /rAq/) 

EESI3 To ring is not used in American English to 
mean 'to telephone’. To call is the most common 
verb for this in American English. It is also used 
in British English, as well as to phone. 

ring a’round/'round; .ring a round/ round 
sb/sth (BrE) to phone several people or places 
to find out information or discuss sth: Eve spent 
the morning ringing round travel agents to find a 
flight 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.ring 'back; .ring sb 'back (BrE) to telephone 
sb again or to telephone sb who telephoned you 
earlier: VI l ring you back later with more details. 
o Your mother called while you were out She 
wants you to ring back . o Eve only got a few coins 
for this call (- from a public telephone). Canyon 
ring me back? o If he phones while Em out tell 
him to ring back later. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.ring ’In (BrE) 1 to telephone the place where you 
work: She. felt so exhausted she rang in sick (= to 
say she could not come to work), o The boss rings 
in several times a day even when he's on holiday. 
2 to telephone a radio, television programme, 
etc: Listeners were asked to ring in with their 
opinions . 

0 v + adv 

.ring ’off {BrE) to end a telephone conversation, 
and put the telephone down : He rang off before I 
could explain, 

MB) Hang up 

^ v + adv 

.ring 'out to be heard loudly and clearly: His clear 
voice rang out across the hall, o Suddenly shots 
rang out mar by. 

^ v + adv 

.ring 'round; .ring round sb/sth {BrE) -■ king 

AROUND/ROUND, RING AKOUND/ROUND SIl/STH 

.ring 'through (to sb/sth) (BrE) to make a tele¬ 
phone call to sb. especially within the same 
building: Reception rang through to say my vis¬ 
itor had arrived. 

0 v + adv 

.ring ’up; .ring sb/sth 'up (BrE) to telephone 
sb/sth: He rang up to apologize . o We must ring 
Jenny up tonight o Can you ring up the station to 
check the train times? o My dad was once rung up 
by someone claim ing to be John Lennon. 


UESB Ring and ring sb are also frequently used 
with this meaning. Ring up and ring sb up are 
very common in spoken English, 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.ring sth 'up to record the cost of goods being 
bought in a shop/store on a machine (a cash 
register); lo make sales of the value mentioned: 
She rang up the drinks on the till o The company 
rang up profits of $160 million last year. 

0 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

rinse/nns 

.rinse sth 'out 1 to make sth clean by washing it 
in water: Ruth finished her coffee and rinsed out 
her cup out under the tap. o Rinse your mouth out 
to get. rid. of the taste. US Rinse sth is also used 
with the same meaning: She quickly rinsed her 
cup and plate. 2 (aiso .rinse sth 'out of sth) to 
remove sth such as soap from sth else with 
water: Leave the conditioner on your hair for 
three minutes and then rinse it out 
MB) wash sth out 
0 v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
2 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 

rip/rip/ (-pp-) 

'rip at sth to attack sth violently and tear it or cut 
it: The bird ripped, at Us rival's throat . o (figura¬ 
tive) The hurricane tore at their skin and ripped 
at their clothes. 
v + prep 

,rip ’Into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing sth) 

{informal) to criticize sb in an angry way for sth 
they have done or said; He ripped into me for 
being late. 

MB) lay into sb/sth (with sth) (for sth/for doing 
sth) 

BE&3 Rip into sb/sth can be used in the passive 
0 v + prep 

.rip info/’through sb/sth to go very quickly or 
violently into or through sb/sth: An explosion 
ripped through a four-storey apartment building. 
0 v + prep 

,rip sb 'off {informal) to cheat sb, for example by 
charging them too much for sth, selling them sth 
of poor quality etc: The bank was accused of rip¬ 
ping off its customers, o The tickets were very 
expensive, but the play was terrible. We felt wed 
been ripped off 

ti&B Rip sb off is often used in the passive: The 
law protects tenants from being ripped off by 
landlords. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► 'rip-off n [usually singJ (informal) a situation 
where you pay too much for sth; sth that is not 
worth what you pay for it: They charged you £25 
for a T-shirt? What a ripaff! o The meal was a 
total rip-off. o rip-off prices 


-* see also rip-off at rip sb/sth off; rip-off at 

RIP STH OFF 

,rip sb/sth 'off (informal) to copy sb/sth, by steal¬ 
ing ideas, designs, etc. especially tn order to 
make money for yourself: Another band has 
ripped off our song, o She was accused of ripping 
off other people’s ideas. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'rip-off (of sth) n (informal) a copy of sth, espe¬ 
cially one that is not as good as the original: He 
has a stall that sells designer rip-offs (= clothes). 

-> see also rip-off at rip sb off; rip-off at rip 
sth off 

’rip sth 'off (slang) to steal sth: Thieves brake in 
and ripped off five computers. 

MH> nick sth (BrE, slang) 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'rip-off 7 i (informal) an act of stealing sth: It 
was a scandalous rip-off of public funds. 

-» see also rip-off at rip sb off; rip-off at rip 

SB/STH OFF 

.rip sth 'off; ,rip sth off sb/sth to remove sth, 
especially clothing, very quickly by pulling 
sharply: Thefans were trying to rip his clothes off 
o She ripped the poster off the wall. 

35H> tear sth off, tear sth off sb/sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

,rip 'through sth - rip into/through sth 

,rip Sth ‘up 1 to tear sth to pieces: / ripped the let¬ 
ter up without reading it. 2 to pull sth quickly or 
violently from the floor or ground: A gang of 
teenagers ripped up fences and plants, o We’ve 
ripped up the old carpets and painted the walls. 
ME> tear sth up 
<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

rise /rai 2 / (rose /muz; AmE rooz/risen /‘ruin/) 

.rise a’bOVO Sth ( written ) 1 to not be affected or 
limited by problems, insults, etc.; to be able to 
deal with problems: She was able to rise above he?’ 
disability. 2 to be too wise or good to do sth wrong 
or to think or behave in the way other people do: 
He had an unusual ability to rise above the preju¬ 
dices of his generation, o There will always he 
gossip. You have to try and rise above it 3 to be 
better than other similar things: Her articles 
never rise above the level of a gossip column. 
v + prep 

'rise to sth 1 to deal successfully with a situation 
or problem that you do not expect or do not usu¬ 
ally have to face: The job wasn't easy but Sam was 
ready to rise to the challenge, o The play was a 
challenge for the actors but they rose to the occa¬ 
sion. 2 to react when sb is deliberately trying to 
make you angry or get you interested in sth: / ref¬ 
use to rise to that sort of commen t, o I decided to 
flatter him and he rose to the bait (- he reacted 
in the way that I wanted), 

0 v + prep 


rise 'up 1 (against sb/sth) (formal) to start to 
fight against or refuse to obey people in author¬ 
ity; for example a government or king: The people 
rose up against the invaders. MB) rebel (against 
sb/sth) 2 ( literary) to appear as a tall shape above 
the surroundings: A magnificent palace rose up 
before her, 

0 v + adv 

► 'uprising n a situation in which a group of 
people join together to fight against or to refuse 
to obey people in authority: The uprising was 
ruthlessly suppressed. 

roll /rsul; AmEroaM 

.roll a’round (BrE also .roll 'round) (informal) 1 
(BrE also .roll about) to be laughing so much 
that that you can hardly control yourself: Her 
speech had everyone rolling around with laugh¬ 
ter. 2 (of a regular event) to arrive; to happen at 
the usual time: We have to be ready when election 
time rolls around again. ME) come round, 
come around 
^ v + adv 

.roll sth 'back 1 to reduce the amount of influ¬ 
ence, power or importance that sth has; to 
change sth so that it is the opposite of what it 
was: They were deter mined to roll back union 
power: 2 to reduce prices, wages, etc: We must roll 
back inflation. EMI prices 3 to make sth go back 
or further away: to roll back the frontiers of 
spacelscUnce o The Jbrmer international football 
player rolled back the years with a brilliant per¬ 
formance last night ( he played as he did when 
he was younger). EMI frontiers 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

► 'rollback (of sth) n 1 (especially AmE) a reduc¬ 
tion or decrease in sth: a 2% rollback in taxes 2 
(computing)* return to the condition thatexisted 
before there was an error in a computer system 

.roll sth 'down 1 to open out a piece of clothing, 
etc. that has been folded over and over: She rolled 
down her sleeves. EBP sleeves 2 to lower sth; to 
open a window in a car, especially by turning a 
handle: He rolled, down the car window and 
waved to us. (as3 car window 
To^p) roll sth up 
0 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.roll 'in (informal) 1 to arrive in great numbers or 
quantities: Offers of help continue to roll in. 2 to 
arrive somewhere, usually late and without 
being worried or sorry: Rob finally rolled in at 
lunch time. 

0 v + adv 

.roll 'on 1 (of time) to pass steadily: As the years 
rolled on the painful memories began to fade. 2 to 
continue without changing very much: For the 
next few weeks the debate rolled on. 3 roll on... 
(BrE, informal) used to say that you wish sth 
would come soon: Roll on summer! 

0 v + adv 
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roll sb/sth ‘out (informal especially AmE) to use 
sb/sth to help you achieve sth: He wiled out all 
his old friends to help him win the election, o The 
Moscow Circus rolled out dancing bears to 
announce its arrival in North America. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
.roll sth 'out 1 to make a substance such as pas¬ 
try fiat and thin by rolling sth over it: Rollout the 
pastry with a dean rolling pin. £13 pastry, 
dough 2 to unfold sth that is in a roll and put it 
flat on the ground: I rolled out my sleeping hag 
and crawled in. m3 roll sth up 3 to officially 
make a new product available to the public: The 
Air Force will roll out Its new planes in November. 
WE) launch sth 
X^v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
(MS roll out the red 'carpet (for sb) to treat sb 
like a very important visitor 

► 'roll-out n an occasion when a company intro¬ 
duces a new product: a roll out ceremony 

.roll ’ovor; .roll sb/sth 'over 1 (of a person) to 
turn from lying on one side of your body to the 
other side: to move sb in this way: She rolled over 
onto her back, o / rolled the baby over and sat up. 
2 (of a vehicle, a boat, etc.) to turn onto its side or 
upside down; to move sth in this way: The car 
rolled over into a ditch. 

> 5Y *o turn over, turn sb/sth over 
^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.roll sth 'over 1 (finance) to allow money that sb 
owes to be paid at a later date: The government 
agreed to roll over the debt. debt, loan 2 
(BrE) to add t he prize money in a competition in 
a particular week to the prize money the next 
week, if no one has won it: This week ’s lottery 
jackpot will be rolled over until next week. 

X^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'rollover n 1 [C] (BrE) a prize of money in a 
competition that is formed by adding the prize 
from one week when no one has won it to the 
prize for the next week: This week there is a 
rollover of $14 million. o a rollover jackpot/ week 
2 [U] (finance ) the act of allowing money that is 
owed to be paid at a later date 

.roll ‘round (BrE) = roll around 
.roll 'up (informal) to arrive: He finally rolled up 
an hour late, o Roll up! Roll up for the greatest 
show on earth! (=- used to invite people who are 
passing to come and form an audience) 

X|V v + adv 

.roll sth 'up 1 to turn the end of a piece of cloth¬ 
ing over and over to make it shorter: He rolled up 
his sleeves and started washing the dishes. ram 
sleeves, trousers m3 roll sth down 2 to fold 
sth to make the shape of a tube or a ball: She 
rolled up the sleeping bag. m3 roll sth out 3 to 
dose the window in a car, especially by turning a 


handle; to raise sth: She rolled up the window and 
drove ojf. car window m3 roll sth down 

X& v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
► roll-up n (BrE, informal) a cigarette that you 
make yourself by rolling tobacco in special 
paper; Simon lit a rollup, 

romp frump, AmE rnirtipf 

,romp a head/a’way (BrE) to make progress, 
increase or win quickly and easily: The home 
team romped away to win by 3goals. 

CHE Tills verb is mostly used in newspapers. 

4* v + adv 

.romp 'through sth (BrE, informal) to do sth 
easily and quickly : She romped through the exam 
questions. 

can This verb is mostly used in newspapers. 

Xj> v + prep 

root /nut/ 

.root a round; .root a'roundfthrough sth 

(BrE also .root a bout, .root a bout sth) (for sth) 

to move things around or turn them over to fiy to 
find sth; He was rooting around in the drawer for 
his keys, o Something or someone had been root- 
big through the piles of rubbish. 

X^v + adv * v + prep 

‘root for sb/sth (informal) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses) to support or encourage sb in 
a sports competition or when they are in a diffi¬ 
cult situation: Good luck HI be rooting for you! 
v + prep 

.root sb/sth 'out 1 to find the person or thing 
that is causing a problem and remove or get rid 
of them: The government has promised to root out 
police corruption, o The trouble makers seem to 
have been rooted out. £0 corruption 2 (infor¬ 
mal) to find sb/sth when it is not easy or it takes a 
long time: They eventually rooted out two wit¬ 
nesses. o l ’ve. got some instructions for the camera 
somewhere - I’ll see if I can root them, out, o EH 
root out the photo for you. M> dig sth out; hunt 
sth down/out 

<*► v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (/ess fre¬ 
quent) 

.root through sth - root around, root 

AROUND/THROUGH STH 

'root sb to sth if fear, shock, etc. roots you to a 
place, it makes you unable to move: She stood 
rooted to the spot in horror. 

X^ v + n/pron + prep 

.root sth 'up to dig or pull up a plant, tree, etc. 
with its roots: Kids have been rooting up plants 
and carving their names on the trees. 

Xf^v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 


rope /reup; AmE roup/ 

rope sb in; .rope sb into sth; .rope sb into 
doing sth (informal) to persuade sb to take part 
in an activity or to help you, even when they do 
not want to: Well rope Colin in to help us. o l got 
roped into washing all the dirty dishes. 

Praia This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

X^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
.rope sth 'off to separate one area from another 
with ropes, in order to stop people from entering 
it: The scene of the crime had been roped off 

1553 area 

Praia Rope sth off is often used in the passive. 

X^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

r0t /rut; AmE ra:t/ (-«-) 

rot away to gradually decay: The window frame 
had rotted away. 

X^ v + adv 

rough /rAf/ 

.rough Sth 'out to draw or write the mam parts 
of sth without including all the details: She 
roughed out the design on the back of an envelope. 
o I've roughed out a few ideas for the book. 

X^ v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv + v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

.rough Sb 'up (informal) to hurt sb by hitting or 
kicking them, especially in order to frighten or 
warn them: They didn't want to kill him. just 
rough him up a little, o Demonstrators claimed 
they had been roughed up by the police. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

round ,'raimd/ 

.round sth 'down (to sth) = round sth uWuown 

(TO STH) 

.round sth off 1 (AmEalso .round sth 'out) (wfth 
sth) to end or complete sth in a satisfactory way: 
We rounded off the meal with coffee . o The team 
rounded off a successful season with another bril¬ 
liant victory, o The evening was rounded off with 
a disco, Iwl the day, the evening 2 to give a 
smooth curved shape to the edge of sth: I 
rounded off the corners with sandpaper. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'round on sb to suddenly speak angrily to sb and 
criticize or attack them: He rounded on her 
angrily and told her to keep her mouth shut. 

& v + prep 

.round sth 'out (AmE) = round sth off 1 
.round sb/sth 'up to bring together a number of 
people, animals or objects in one place: to round 
up cattle}sheep o The gang were rounded up and 
put in jail. o (humorous) We f ve rounded up some 
good speakers for the conference. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


► 'round-up n [usually sing.l 1 a brief summary 
of the most important points of news or sport, 
for example on a television or radio news pro¬ 
gramme: a news round-up o a round-up of the 
day's events 2 an act of bringing people or ani¬ 
mals together in one place: a round-up of wild 
ponies o a round-up of suspects 
.round sth 'up/down (to sth) to increase/ 
decrease a number to the next highest or lowest 
whole number: He rounded the price down to 
$900. x> Totals should be rounded up to the nearest 
whole number. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

rub/rAb/(-bb-) 

rub a gainst sb/sth; ,rub up against sb/sth 

if an animal rubs (up) against sb/sth, it moves 
backwards and forwards and presses itself 
against them/it: The cat rubbed (up) against her 
legs. 

X3> v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

.rub along (with sb/together) (BrE, informal) to 
live or work together with sb in a satisfactory 
way: We rub along all right with the neighbours. 
TsyhV get on/along (with sb/together) 

X^ v + adv 

.rub sb/sth 'down; .rub yourself 'down to 

rub the skin of a person, an animal, etc, with sth 
such as a towel, to make it clean and dry: She 
rubbed herself down with a toivel o After exer¬ 
cise each horse must he rubbed down. 

X^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'rub-down n [usually sing,] an act of rubbing 
sb/sth yourself with a towel, for example 

see also rub-down at rub sth down 
,rub sth 'down 1 (especially BrE) to make sth 
clean by wiping it with a cloth, etc: Rub the walls 
down well before painting them. 2 to make the 
surface of sth smooth by rubbing it with special 
paper, etc: He rubbed the woodwork down with 
sandpaper. 

X|>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

> 'rub-down n [usually sing.] (especially BrE) 1 
an act of cleaning the surface of sth with a cloth., 
etc, 2 an act of rubbing the surface of sth to 
make it smooth 

see also rub-down at rub sb/sth down, rub 

YOURSELF DOWN 

,rub sth 'in to say sth to sb which reminds them of 
sth that they feel embarrassed or guilty about 
and would like to forget: I already know it was my 
fault — there’s no need to rub it in. o Was he try¬ 
ing to rub in thefact that he didn’t like me? 

SSI It 

EEB3 Hub sth in is not used in the passive. 

X§> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
mm rub ab’s 'nose in it to remind sb of sth they 
feel embarrassed or guilty about and would like 
to forget 
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,rub sth 'in; ,rub sth 'info sth to spread a sub¬ 
stance over a surface while pressing firmly with 
your fingers, a cloth, etc: Rub the lotion Into your 
skin with your fingers, o Spray on the polish and 
rub il in well 
E&0 cream, lotion 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v * n/piron + prep 
,rub Off (o n/onto sb) if sth, such as a good Quality 
that sb has, mbs off onto you , you gain some of 
that quality by spending time with the person: 
Let ’s hope some of his good luck rubs off on mef o 
None of her love for nature has rubbed off onto 
her children. 

& v + adv 

,rub -off, rub sth off, rub sth off sth to be 

removed from sth by rubbing; to remove sth from 
sth by rubbing: Somebody y s used the wrong kind 
of pen on the whiteboard and it won V rub off o He 
quickly ru bbed m ud off his face. 

<|>v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep 

jub Sb 'out ( AmE, slang) to murder sb: He was 
rubbed out before he could give evidence. 

bump sb off (infbrmal), do away with sb 
(informal), murder sb 

E33S Rub sb out is often used In the passive, 

❖ v+n/pron*adv * v + adv + n 

,rub Sth out (BrE) to remove the marks made by 
a pen, pencil, piece of chalk, etc from a piece of 
paper, a board,, etc: Draw the outline with a soft 
pencil, so that you can rub it out later 
erase sth (moreformal) 

<$► v * n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
,rub up against sb/sth - RUB AGAINST SB/STH, 

RUB UP AGAINST SB/STH 

ruck/rAk/ 

,ruck 'up; ruck sth 'up (BrE) to form untidy 
folds; to make sth do this: Your blouse has rucked 
up at the back. o Her skirt was rucked up. 
v + adv ♦ v + adv ■+■ n ♦ v + n/pron +adv 

rule/mo/ 

.rule sth in; .rule sth 'Into sth (formal ) if sb 
rules sth in, they decide that it is possible, or 
that it can or should happen: He asked for all pos 
sible results to be ruled in to the discussions. 

rule stb out, rule sth out of sth 
<^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv♦ n « v + n/pron♦ prep 
.rule sb 'out (as sth), .rule sb 'out of sth 1 if 
somebody rules somebody else out, they decide 
that it is not possible for them to have done sth or 
to do sth, or that they are not suitable for stb: The 
police soon ruled out her husband as a suspect, o 
The producer ruled out an older actress for the role, 
o Ramsay has been ruled out as too old for the job. 

2 if something rules sb out, it makes it impos¬ 
sible fbr sb to have done sth or to do sth, or makes 
them unsuitable fbr sth: Several people saw her at 


the restaurant at 9.00p.m. so that seems to rule her 
out as the murderer o Beckham has been ruled out 
of tonight's game with a knee injury. 

-> see also rule yourself, itself, etc. out, rule 

YOURSELF; ITSELF, ETC* OUT OF STH 
<&► V + n/pron: + adv ♦ v *adv + n * 
v+n/pron + adv+prep 

,ruia sth ’out (as sth), .rule sth 'out of sth t if 

somebody rules sth out, they decide that it is 
not possible, or that it cannot or should not hap¬ 
pen: The police have ruled out suicide, o 7 
wouldn 't rule anything out. o Detectives have not 
ruled out the possibility that she was abducted, 
o Manchester has been ruled out as the site for the 
next Olympics, o Sabotage was ruled out of the 
investigation mE> rule stb In, rule stb Into sth 
2 if something rules sth out, it makes it impos¬ 
sible for sth to happen, or makes sth unsuitable 
for a particular purpose: The latest developments 
rule out the possibility of a lasting peace, o The 
change in the weather ruled out any climbing the 
next day. o The size of the house ruled it out as a 
family home (-■ it was too small), 
tb y + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron * adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

,rute your so tf, Itself, etc. 'out; .rule your¬ 
self, itself, etc, out of sth to decide you do 
not want to or are not able to do sth; to decide that 
you are not suitable for sth: Smith has not ruled 
himself out of Saturday’s game. 

<£► v + pron + adv ♦ v + pron * adv + prep 

rumble/VAmbi/ 

.rumble 'on (written, especially BrE > if an argu¬ 
ment. a dispute, etc, rumbles on, it continues 
slowly and steadily for much longer than it 
should: The dispute rumbled on through the sum¬ 
mer. o The row has been rumbling on for two years. 
<*► v +adv 


flin /ran/ (running, ran /raen/run) 
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,run a bout ,run a bout sth (BrE) ^ mx 

AROUND, RUN AROUND STH 


» runabout n (informal) 1 a small car, boat or 
aircraft, used mainly for short jour neys 2 (AmE) 
a person who moves from place to place 
.ran a cross sb/sth to meet sb or find sth by 
chance: I ran across Mary in to wn yesterday 
WE> come across sb/sth 
y + prep 

.run 'after sb (irtformal) to try to persuade sb to 
have a romanl ic or sexual relat lonsh ip with you: 
He ”s always runn Ing after younger women. 
v ♦ prep 

.run 'after sb/sth to run to try to catch sb/sth; to 
chase sb/sth: They ran after the thief but he got 
away. 

$ v + prep 

.run a'long ( old-fashioned , informal) used to tell 
sb, especially a child, to go away and not disturb 
you: Run along now, children, I’m busy. 

$ v*adv 

run a round; ,run a round sth (BrE also ,run 
a'bout/'round, .run a'bout/'round stb) 1 to run 

in different directions, especially in an excited 
way: It’s a lovely park to run around in. o The 
children were running round the house with, no 
clothes on. o They stopped the car to let the dogs 
out to run about. 2 to move very quickly from 
place to place, being very busy: Iran around like 
a mad thing all day. o He's been running about 
the place organizing the party, o five been run¬ 
ning round everywhere looking for you.' o He’s 
had the police running around In circles 
(= being very' busy but not achieving anything). 
J5vs> rush around, rush around sth; tear 
around, tear around sth 
4>v ♦ adv ♦ v + prep 

► 'runaround n if you give sb the run around, 
you treat them badly by delaying them, giving 
them false information, not telling them the 
truth, etc: You know where she is, don’t you, but 
you *re just giving me the run around. 
run a‘round after sb (BrE also .nun 'round 
afie r sb) to be very busy do ing a. lot of things for 
sb, when they should be able to do them for them¬ 
selves: His mother shouldn’t have to run around 
after him. o She spends all her time running 
round after the children. 

Q v ♦ adv ♦ prep 

run a'round with sb (disapproving) to spend a 
lot of time with sb: Their son is. running around 
with a bad crowd. 

Q v * adv + prep 

run at sb torun towards sb to attack them or as if 
you were going to attack them: He ran at me with 
a knife. 

& v + p rep 


run at sth (often used in the progressive tenses) to 
be at or near a part icuiar level or rate: Inflation is 
running at 26%. o Interest rates were running at 
record levels. 1SSB3I Inflation, unemployment 
^ v ♦ prep 

run a’way 1 (from sb/sth) to move quickly away 
from sb/a place; to escape from sb/a place: A man 
was seen running away from the shop, o ’Bye 
then, ’ she said, and ran away without looking 
back, o His first instinct was to run away. -> see 
also RUN OFF 1 2 (from sth) to leave the place 
where you are living or staying suddenly and 
secretly because you are unhappy: She ran away 
from home on several occasions, o He ran away 
and joined a circus . -> see also run off 2 3 to leave 
a person or a place to try to avoid doing sth: Don't 
run away — I want your advice. 4 used to tell a 
child to go away and not disturb you: Run away 
and play. 

$ v*adv 

► -runaway ad] [only before noun] 1 (of a situ 
at ion or an event) happening quickly and easily 
and not able to be controlled: The movie has been 
a runaway success, o The game was a runaway 
victory for Liverpool, o runaway inflation 2 (Of 
an animal or a vehicle) moving, but no longer 
under the control of the rider or driver a run¬ 
away horse 3 (of a person) having secretly left 
their home or the place where they are staying: 
runaway children! teenagers 
» -runaway n a person who has left their home or 
the place where they are staying suddenly and 
secretly because they are unhappy there: a 16- 
yearold runaway 

run a’way/'off; ,run a'way/'off with sb; ,run 
a way/ off together to leave your home, hus* 
band, wife, etc. secretly with sb else in order to 
marry them or have a sexual relationship with 
them: They ran away to Scotland, o We think 
John and Susie have runoff together. 

^ v ♦ adv ♦ v + adv + prep ♦ v ♦ adv + adv 
.run a'way from sth to try to avoid dealing with 
or thinking about stb because it is difficult or 
unpleasant: He is running away from his respon¬ 
sibilities . o You can't just run away from difficult 
situations—you must face up to them. 
foij] responsibilities 
v ♦ adv + prep 

.run a way with sb; .run a way together = 

RUN AWAY/OFF. RUN AWAY/OFF WITH SB, RUN 

away/off together 

.run a'way with you if a feeling, an emotion, 
etc. runs away with you, you are not able to con¬ 
trol it; Her imagination tends to run away with 
her o My tongue ran away with me and I said 
things I regretted. §513 imagination, tongue 
^ v* adv + prep 
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run out 


.run a'way with sth t to win sth clearly or 
easily: Their team are running away with the 
championship, o Sfie ran aioay with the show 
(= she was easily the best performer). 2 {espe¬ 
cially AmE) ( also ,run ‘off with sth) to escape 
with sth that you have stolen or taken without 
asking: The treasurer ran away with all the 
funds . 3 ( informal ) to believe sth that is not true: 
Don’t run away with the idea that everything 
was perfect in our marriage . [osjJ idea, impres¬ 
sion 

1,2 v + adv + prep 
3 v + adv + prep + noun 

,run sth 'by/ 1 past sb ( informal ) to show sb sth or 
tell them about an idea, a proposal, etc. in order 
to get their reaction to it: Eve got a few ideas I'd 
like to run by you. o Run that past me again. 

# v + n/pron + prep 

.run 'down; ,run sth 'down 1 to lose power or 
stop working; to make sth do this: I think the bat¬ 
teries are running down . o If you leave your 
headlights on. you'll run the battery down. iron 
battery 2 to stop functioning gradually or 
become smaller in size or number; to make sth 
do this: Oil supplies in the region will start to run 
down in the next decade, o The company cue run¬ 
ning down their operations in the UK 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► rundown (in/of sth) n (usually sing.] (BrE) 1 a 
reduction in the size, number, amount or import¬ 
ance of sth: The public are compla in Ing a bout the 
rundown of health services . 2 a description or an 
explanation of sth, especially the main points: a 
rundown of the history of each team 

see also rundown at run down sth, run sth 

DOWN STH 

► run- down adj 1 (of a building or an area) in 
poor condition; that has not been looked after: a 
run-down area of East London 2 (of a business, 
etc.) not as busy or as active as it used to be 3 [not 
before noun] (of a person) tired, weak and not in 
good health after having worked too hard, etc: 
I'm feeling a bit run-down. 

•4 see also rundown at run down sth, run sth 

DOWN STH 

,run 'down sth if a liquid runs down a surface, 
it flows downwards over it: Tears were running 
down his cheeks. 
v + prep 

.run 'down sth; ,run sth down sth 1 to look 
quickly at a list; to quickly read and mention the 
items on it: Her eyes ran down the figures on the 
page, o She ran her eyes down the page. 2 to pass, 
or to make sth pass, downwards over a surface: 
She ran her finger down the page. 

► 'rundown (on/of sth) n lusually sing.] an 
explanation or a description of sth: lean give you 
a brief rundown on each of the job applicants, o 
We would like a full rundown on the progress of 


the project so far: 

see also rundown at run down, run sth down 
<$► v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.run sb/sth 'down 1 (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
hit a person or an animal and knock them/it to 
the ground: The cyclist was run down by a lorry, o 
You nearly ran down that pedestrian. ME> 
knock sb down; knock sb over CESE In this 
meaning run sb/sth down is often used in the 
passive. It can also suggest that the driver of the 
vehicle intended to hit the person or animal: The 
officer challenged the thief and tried to make the 
car stop , but the driver ran him down. -» see also 
RUN sb/sth OVER 2 to criticize sb/sth in an 
unkind way: She's always running her husband 
down in front of their friends. disparage 
sb/sth (formal) luuu In this meaning run sb/sth 
down is not used in the passive. -> see also run 
yourself DOWN 3 to find sb/sth after looking for 
a long time: lfinally ran the book down in the col¬ 
lege library. HW> track sb/sth down; trace 
sb/sth EESQ In this meaning run sb/sth down is 
not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.run yourself 'down to criticize yourself, often 
unfairly: You ’re always running yourself down l 
see also run sb/sth down 2 
v + pron + adv 

.run 'in; .run 'into sth (AmE t informal ) to visit sb 
for a short time in an informal way; to go some¬ 
where quickly on your way to somewhere else: 
Til run in on my way home, o Can you run into 
the dry -cleaner s on your way to work? 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.run sb 'in (old-fashioned, informal) to arrest sb 
and take them to a police station: She was run in 
for shoplifting. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

► ‘run-in n 1 (with sb) ( informal ) an argument or 
a quarrel: / had a run-in with my mum this even- 
ing. 2 (also 'run-up) (to sth) (BrE) a period of 
preparation just before an event takes place: the 
final run-in to the World Cup 3 the action of 
approaching sth or the distance you cover: the 
final run-in to the target 

.run sb in; .run sb into sth/... to take sb by car 
to the centre of town, etc: 7 need to go into town. 
Canyon run me in? 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + rVpron + prep 
.run sth ‘in (BrE) (in the past) to drive a vehicle 
slowly and carefully when it is new so that you 
do not damage the engine: I’m not going on 
motorways until I've run the car in. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.run Into sb to meet sb by chance: Guess who I 
ran into today? o You rarely run into people you 
know in tendon. 

HYn) bump into sb ( informal ) 

<2> v + prep 


run into sb/sth; run sth into sb/sth to acci 
dentally crash into sb/sth; to make a vehicle do 
this: The car went out of control and ran into a 
tree, o The lorry behind ran into the back of me (= 
my car), o He ran his car into a tree. 

<§► v + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
‘run into sth 1 to meet or enter an area of bad 
weather while travelling: We ran into a patch of 
thick fog just outside the city. SMI bad weather 2 
to experience difficulties or problems: We ran 
into problems right from the beginning of the pro¬ 
ject. gm trouble, difficulties, problems, oppos¬ 
ition 3 to reach a particular level or amount: The 
bill will run into hundreds of pounds. 4 if things 
run into each other, or sth runs into sth else, 
they join so that they can only be separated with 
difficulty: 7 tried to exp Lam, but my words all ran 
into each other. 
v+prep 

t run sb "into sth - run sb in, run sb into sth 
'run sth into sb/sth = run into sb/sth, run sth 

INTO SB/STH 

.run 'off 1 to move quickly away from sb/a place; 
to escape from sb/a place: The thief ran ojf down 
a side street. o They ran off laughing ; -*■ see also 
run away 1 2 to leave a place secretly: She ran ojf 
in the middle of the night. see also run away 2 
see also run away/off, run away/off with sb, 

RUN AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 
v + adv 

.run 'off; .run 'off sth if a road, path, etc. runs 
off or runs off a place, it leads away from it: Can 
you see that road running ojf to the right? o Sev¬ 
ern l doors ran ojf the corridor. 

^ v + adv * v + prep 

.run 'off; .run off with sb; ,run off together 

= RUN AWAY/OFF, RUN AWAY/OFF WITH SB, RUN 
AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 

run 'off sb/sth to drain or flow from sb/sth: 
Water runs off the fields into the valley o Sweat 
was running ojf her. 

iron water, sweat 

v+prep 

► 'run-off n [C] (technical) rain, water or other 
liquid that runs off land and into rivers, etc. 

.run off sth; .run sth 'off sth (of a machine, 
etc.) to use a particular type of power in order to 
operate a machine: The outboard motor runs off 
an ordinary car battery. 

-* see also run on sth, run sth on sth 
v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 

.run sth “off 1 to produce copies of a piece of 
writing, etc. on a machine: They ran ojf hun¬ 
dreds of copies of the leaflet, o Can you run these 
letters ojf for me?tik 3B In informal spoken lan¬ 
guage run sb off sth and run sb sth off are also 
used: I’ll just run you ojf a copy, o I’ll run you a 
copy off now. 2 to produce sth that is usually dif¬ 


ficult to write, such as a poem, speech, etc. 
quickly and easily: She ran ojf a fantastic speech 
in no time at all. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.run off with sb; .run off together - run 

AWAY/OFF WITH SB, RUN AWAY/OFF TOGETHER 

.run ’off with sth =run away wtth sth 2 

.run ‘on 1 to continue to run in the same direc¬ 
tion: I'll stop here, you run on ahead. 2 to con¬ 
tinue longer than is necessary or expected: 7 
don't want, the meeting to run on. 3 (about sth) 
(especially AmE) to continue talking tor a long 
time about unimportant things: She does tend to 
run on! o She ran on with great enthusiasm about 
her latest project. 4 [♦ adv/prep] (of a road or a 
track) to continue in the same direction: The 
road runs on into the desert. 5 (of a line of text) to 
continue into the next line: This line runs on into 
the next verse of the poem. 

WE> go on 
0 v + adv 

’run on Sth if your thoughts etc. run on a par¬ 
ticular subject, you think or talk about it a lot: 
Her thoughts kept running on their last meeting 
v + prep 

run on sth; “run sth on sth to use a particular 
type of power or fuel to make a machine or a 
vehicle work: You can run the car on any type of 
unleaded petrol 

see also run off sth, run sth off sth 
v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

run ‘out 1 if a supply of sth runs out. it is fin¬ 
ished or used up: I'm going to keep travelling 
until my money runs out. o We have to eat quickly 
as time is running out o One day his luck will run 
out . o My patience with her suddenly ran out. 
fstiBJi money, petrol, time, luck, patience 2 (also 
.run out of sth) if a person or a machine runs 
out of a supply of sth. they finish it or use it all 
up: We ‘re runn ing out of money, o Could you get 
some more milk? We’ve run out. o I’ve run out of 
patience with her. o You've run out of space on the 
disk, o The band seems to have run out of ideas. 

money, ideas, petrol, patience, time 3 if a 
contract or other legal document runs out, it is 
no longer valid: His contract with the club runs 
out at the end of the season. MH> expire (more 
formal) 

v + adv 2 also v+adv + prep 
m run out of steam ( informal) to have less 
energy and enthusiasm and stop doing sth or do 
it less well: Iran out of steam halfway up the hill, 
o The campaign seems to have run out of steam. 
.run sb ‘out; .run sb 'out of sth/. (especially 
AmE) to force sb to leave a place: He vowed to run 
them out of town. 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v+n/pron + adv + prep 
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( run sb 'out; .run yourself out (in cricket, 
etc.) to make a player end their turn at hitting the 
ball by throwing the ball so that it hits the set of 
upright sticks, (the wicket), while they are still 
runn ing: He was run out for 73. 

BBS Run sb out is often used in the passive, 

4b v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv ♦ n 
,run ‘out on sb to leave sb that you live or work 
with, especially when they need your help: She 
ran out on h im as soon as Ih ings got difficult 
<b v * adv + prep 

,run ’overt If a container or the liquid in it runs 
over, the liquid flows out of it over the edge: 
Don 7 let the bath run over! o The tea ran over into 
the saucer. Hvn) overflow 2 to continue longer 
than expected or planned: We've already run over 
so let's try to end the meeting soon. 

<b v + adv 

( run ‘over sb/sth; .run sth ’over sb/sth to 

move over a surface; to make sth do this; / let the 
cold water run over me. o She ran her eye over the 
figures on the page. 

& v ■+ prep 

,run ‘over sth to read through or think about sth 
quickly; to practise sth: Let's run over the plans 
again, o Iran over the possibilities in my mind, 
HZtD go over sth 
^ v ♦ prep 

,nin sb/sth 'over (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
knock a person or an animal down and often pass 
over their body or part of it: Tivo children were 
rim over by a truck and killed, o I ran over a cat 
last night o You nearly ran me over! 

SP> knock sb over 
->seealsoR\p< sb/sth down i 
^v* n/pron + adv ♦ v ■+ adv + n 
4 mn sth ’past sb (informal) - run sth by/past sb 
,run ’round; ,run round sth (BrE) =t run 
around, run around sth 

4 run round after sb (BrE) ^fun around after sb 
,run 'through sb/sth If a feeling runs through 
sb/sth, it passes quickly through them/it: A thrill 
Of excitement ran through her o She felt a tremor 
run through his body, o An angry murmur ran 
through the crowd. 

MM tremor, shiver, shudder, fear, relief 

^ v + prep 

,run 'through sth 1 to be present in every pan of 
sth: There is a common theme running through 
all of her novels, o The English title picks up a 
thread running through the film. 2 to discuss, 
examine or read sth quickly: He ran through his 
check list one more lime, o Can you run through 
some of these figures with me? o She mentally ran 
through the list of who to invite, o Let’s run 
through what I'm meant to do again. JsyS) go 
through Mh 3 to perform, act or practise sth; 


Could we run through Act 3 again, please? WTh) 
go through sth 4 (informal) to use up or spend 
money carelessly: She ran through a lot of money 
in he r first year at college. ms> go through sth 
BEDa Run through 8th can be used in the pas¬ 
sive in mean ings 2. 3 and 4: That scene "s been run 
through plenty of times. 

& v + prep 

‘run-through n a practice for an event or a per¬ 
formance: We he having the main technical run- 
through of the play tonight. 

'run to sb to go to sb for help, advice, protection, 
etc: If you get hurt, don't come running to me. 

v + prep 

run to Sth 1 to reach the amount, or size men¬ 
tioned, especially a large one: The total cost runs 
to hundreds of pounds, o The report already runs 
to 800 pages. 2 (BrE) (often used in negative sen¬ 
tences and with can) if a person or their money 
can run to sth, they have enough money to pay 
for it: We couldn't quite run to private education 
for the children. 3 if your taste or your mind, etc. 
runs to sth, you enjoy it or can do it: His taste in 
music runs to pop and jazz, but that’s about it. 

1 v + prep * n 

2,3 v prep 

,run ‘up 1 to move quickly towards sb/sth: She ran 
up to me, smiling. 2 (in cricket and other sports) 
to run in order to gain speed before you throw a 
ball, jump a long distance, etc: Gough is now run¬ 
ning up to bowL 

v+adv 

► run-up n (BrE) 1 (sport) the act of running or 
the distance you run in order to gain speed 
before you throw a ball Jump a long distance, etc: 
She took a run-up and kicked the ball. 2 (also 
‘run-in less frequent) ( to sth) the period of prepar¬ 
ation before an important event: She’s been train¬ 
ing hard in the run-up to the big competition, o 
the run-up to the election 

,run sth 'up 1 to allow a bill, debt, etc, to reach a 
large total: I ran up a few debts while I was 
abroad, o He's run up a huge bill on his credit 
card. E13 bill, debts, overdraft 2 (for sb) to make 
sth very quickly especially an item of clothing: 
Ell run up some new dresses for the girls, msm In 
informal spoken language run sb up sth and, 
less often, run sb sth up can also be used: Could 
you run me up some curtains/run me some cur¬ 
tains up? 3 to raise sth, especially a flag: They 
ran up a white flag and surrendered. SO flag 4 
to achieve sth: The team have run up their best 
victory yet. 15531 victory, results 
❖ v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n * adv (less 
frequent) 

,run ‘up against sb/sth to experience a diffi¬ 
culty or a problem: The project keeps running up 
against the problem of lack of funds, o In this 


round, he will run up against the previous year’s 
champion. 

reran problems come up against sb/sth 

^ v + adv+prep 

rush }TAji 

rush a‘round; .rush around sth (BrE also 
.rush a'bout/' round, .rush a'bout/'round sth) to 

move very quickly from place to place, being 
very busy: I’ve been rushing around all day. oHe 
rushed about the room tidying. 

5vS> run around, ran around sth; tear around, 
tear around sth 

^ v + adv 

,rush ‘In to do or decide sth very quickly, often 
without thinking about It for long enough: He's 
very wary of rushing in and making changes. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

OB fools rush In (where angels fear to tread) 

used to say that people with Utile experience will 
try to do the difficult or dangerous things that 
people with more experience would not do 
rush Into sth; .rush 'Into doing sth; .rush 
sb into doing sth to do or decide sib quickly 
without thinking about it carefully; to make sb 
do this: Don’t go rushing into anything, o You 
shouldn't rush into getting married, o She won’t 


rustle 


be rushed into a decision, o Don 7 let anyone rush 
you into accepting the job. 
v +■ prep ♦ v * n/pron ■> prep 

rush 'off to leave quickly: Don't rush off. I haven t 
finished. 

& v + adv 

.rush sth ‘out to produce sth very quickly: They 
rushed out the posters in time for the festival o 
The book was rushed out by the publishers. 

<^v + adv + n*v + n/prori * adv 

rush round; .rush 'round sth (BrE) = rush 

AROUND. RUSH AROUND STH 

.rush sth ‘through; ,rush sth 'through sth to 

make sth become official policy, etc. much 
quicker than normal: 77ie legislation has been 
rushed through, o They rushed the bill through 
Parliament. 

[qhjI bill, legislation 

v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v *adv + n (rare) • 
v * n/pron ♦ prep 

rUStle/Y asI/ 

.rustle sb/sth 'up ( Informal) to prepare or pro¬ 
vide sth fbr sb very quickly without planning; to 
findsb very quickly: I’ll rustle up some lunch up 
for you. o l rustled up a few helpers to hand out 
leaflets. 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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sack /s*k/ 

.sack out (AmE. informal) to lie flown to rest or 
relax: We sacked out on the couch and watched a 
video. 
v + adv 

saddle /'saedt / 

.saddle 'up; .saddle sth 'up to prepare to ride a 
horse by placing a leather seat (a saddle) on it; 
Have you saddled up the horses yet? o Saddle up, 
we ’re leaving right a way. 

horse 

<2>v + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
saddle sb/yourself with sb/sth; 'saddle 
sb/yourself with doing sth to give sb/your- 
self a difficult or unpleasant task or responsibil¬ 
ity to deal with: I’ve been saddled with my 
brother’s kids for the weekend (= I have to take 
care of them), o He had saddled himself with 
huge debts, o I've been saddled with organizing 
the conference. 

WE> land sb/yourself with sb/sth. land sb/ 
your self with doing sth 

BEDS Saddle sb with sb/sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v+n/pron+prep 

safeguard /'setfgcud; Ami: gaird/ 

.safeguard against sth; safeguard 
sb/sth/yourself against sth (formal) to pre¬ 
vent sth bad from happening to sth; to keep sth 
safe from harm or damage; Safeguard against 
theft by installing a burglar alarm, o The leaflet 
shows you how to safeguard your home against 
electrical dangers and accidents. 
v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

sail /seii/ 

.sail through; .sail through sth to succeed in 
an examination, a test, etc. very easily: She 
sailed through her final exams. 

Mi} exam 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Sally /• sseli/ (sallies, sallying, sallied, sallied) 

.sally 'forth (also .sally 'out less frequent) (old- 
fashioned or literary) to leave a place in a deter¬ 
mined or enthusiastic way: After lunch she 
sallied forth for a short walk. 
v + adv 


S3 It /snilt, BrE also suit / 

.salt sth a'way to save money, etc. for the future, 
often secretly or dishonestly: He claimed she had 
salted money away in Brazil o $10 billion had 
been salted away in banks. 

[cUD money 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

sand /smnd/ 

.sand sth 'down to make sth smooth by rubbing 
it with strong, rough paper: Sand the doors down 
befor e you paint them. 

EEQ3 Sand sth can be used with the same mean¬ 
ing; Sand the doors before you paint them. 

<|> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

sandwich /'saenwitj, -wid 3 / 

'sandwich sb/sth between sb/sth to fit 

sth/sb into a very small space between two other 
things or people: 7 was sandwiched between two 
large men on the back seat, o The shop is sand¬ 
wiched between a bank and a cafe. 

GEES Sandwich sb/sth between sb/sth is 
nearly always used in the passive. 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

.sandwich A and B to gether (with sth) to put 

sth between two things to join them: Sandwich 
the cakes together with cream. 

<«> v +n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

save /se tv/ 

save on sth; 'save sth on sth touselessof sth 
or not more than necessary: He saved on electri¬ 
city by using candles, o Get your tickets early and 
save $5 on the cost of an adult ticket. 
v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 

.save 'up; .save sth 'up (for sth) to keep your 
money instead of spending it, especially because 
you want to buy a particular thing: She 's saving 
up for a new computer, o I saved up all my wages 
to buy my parents a present. 

EEEESave and save sth are used more fre¬ 
quently with this meaning, especially in more 
formal English. 

v + adv ♦ v+adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 
.save sth ’up to keep sth to use or enjoy in the 
future: 7 save up the week’s newspapers to read a t 
weekends. 

H Save sth is used more frequently with this 
meaning, especially in more formal English, 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


$aW /so:/ (sawed, sawn /som/. AmE also 

sawed, sawed) 

.saw sth 'down to cut sth down and bring it to 
the ground, using a tool with a long blade and 
sharp points along the edge (a saw): We had to 
saw down two trees. 

foBJl tree 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
saw sth off; .saw sth off sth to remove sth 
from sth by cutting it with a tool with a long 
blade and sharp points along the edge (a saw): 7 
sawed the lower branches off the apple tree. 

IqbjI branch 

4 ^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
► 'sawn-off (BrE) (AmE 'sawed-off) [only before 
noun] (of a gun) having had the long tube 
through which the bullets are fired, (the barrel), 
cut short: a sawn-off shotgun 
.saw sth ‘up (into ) to cut sth into pieces using a 
tool with a long blade and sharp points along one 
edge (a saw): All the trees were sawn up into togs. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

scale /skeil/ 

.scale sth 'down (AmEalso .scale sth back) to 

reduce sth in size or importance: The company 
has scaled down its training programmes this 
year, o Police are scaling down the search for the 
attacker, o Jonnie’s tools were a scaled-down ver¬ 
sion of his father’s. 

[os7. programme, project lppp> scale sth up 

(lessfrequent) 

•0 v + adv + n • v+ n/pron + adv 
.scale sth 'up to increase the size or importance of 
sth: We’re deciding how to scale up our operation. 

scale sth down 

<|>v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv 

scare /ske9(r);y4mEsker/ 

.scare sb/sth a'way/'off to make sb/sth leave or 
stay away by frightening them: She used a whis¬ 
tle to scare away her attacker, o The noise scared 
the birds off 

wm frighten sb/sth away/off (especially BrE) 

<$► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'scare sb into sth; scare sb into doing sth 

to make sb do sth by frightening them: Her 
threats finally scared him into action. oHe was 
scared into signing a confession. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

.scare sb 'off to accidentally make sb afraid of 
or nervous about sth they were planning to do: 
Many investors were scared off by the rumours, o 
Don’t act too interested or you ’ll scare him off (= a 
boyfriend). 

frighten sb off (especially BrE) 

Q v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.scare sb/sth 'off = scarf, sb/sth away/off 
. scare 'up sth; .scare it, him, etc. 'up (Am/?, 
informal) to find sb/sth or to make sth by using 
whatever is available: I’ll see if 7 can scare up 
enough chairs for us all. o VI l try to scare up some 
friends to come and help us, 
mm a noun must always follow up, but a pro¬ 
noun comes between the verb and up. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv (lessfrequent) 

SCOOp /sku:p/ 

.scoop Sth ’out 1 (also .scoop sth out of sth) to 

remove sth from the inside of sth else using a 
curved tool, such as a spoon, or your hand: Scoop 
all the seeds out of the fruit seeds., flesh 2 to 

make sth hollow by removing the inside with a 
curved tool such as a spoon: First scoop out the 
melon using a spoon. HxM) hollow sth out 
<5> 1 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 
2 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.scoop sb/sth 'up to move or lift sb/sth using a 
quick continuous movement; 7 scooped up a 
handful of sweets, o She scooped the baby up in to 
herarms. 

v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
scoop sth 'up to win or get sth easily, especially 
a large sum of money or a prize: The Democrat- 
party scooped up four fifths of the seats. 

fpgJl seats, prizes 

msna Scoop sth can also be used with the same 
meaning: The movie scooped nine Oscars. 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

SCOOt /skua/ 

.scoot 'over (AmE, informal) to move along on a 
seat to make room for another person: Scoot over 
and make room for your sister, o (figurative) 
Scoot over, men! Women golfers are on the 
increase . 

5s¥n> move over 
^ v + adv 

SCOpO /skeup; AmE skoop/ 

.scope sb/sth 'out (AmE, informal) to look for 
sb/sth interesting or attractive; to search out 
sb/sth: We scoped out a place to spend the weekend. 
v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

SCOre /sko:(r)/ 

'score off sb (especially BrE) to show that you 
are better than sb, especially by making clever 
remarks, for example in an, argument: He’s 
always trying to score off his colleagues. 
v + prep 

.score sth 'out/ through (BrE) to draw a line or 
lines through sth in a text to show that you do not 
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want it: The last paragraph had been scored out. 
o He neatly scored through the ivord ‘impossible \ 

cross sth out/through; delete stti 

^ v+adv + n ♦ v+rt + adv (rare) 

scout ,/skaot/ 

.scout a round; .scout a round sth ( BrEalso 
.scout round, .scout round sth) (for sb/sth) to 

search an area or different places to try to find 
sb/sth: /'ll go and scout around for some water. 

<$► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.scout sth 'out to find out what sth is like or 
where sth is, by searching: A team travelled to 
AIoscow to scout out possible places for a meeting, 
o The company is scouting out business opportun¬ 
ities in Vietnam. 

<s>v + adv+ n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

scrabble /'skraebl/ 

.scrabble a round (BrE also .scrabble a bout, 
.scrabble 'round) (for sth) to use your fingers to 
search for sth quickly or with difficulty: She 
scrabbled around in her bag for her glasses. 
v + adv 

.scrabble at sth to scratch at sth with small, 
hurried movements: She. was scrabbling at the 
earth with her fingers. 
v + prep 

scrape /skreip/ 

.scrape 'by (on sth) to manage to live on the 
money you have, although you do not have much: 

2can just scrape by on what my parents give me, 
v + adv 

.scrape In; .scrape 'Into sth (BrE) to manage 
to get a job, a position, a place at college, etc., but 
with difficulty: I just managed to scrape into uni¬ 
versity o He scraped in with ISO votes, o Our team 
just scraped into the semifinals. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.scrape sth off; .scrape sth 'off sth to 

remove sth from a surface by moving sth sharp 
and hard like a knife across it: He spent all day 
scraping paint off the walls. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.scrape sth 'out 1 (also .scrape sth 'out of sth) 
to remove sth from the inside of sth else using 
sth sharp and hard like a knife: I scraped all the 
seeds out of the melon, o He scraped out the bowl 
removed everything from it) with a teaspoon. 2 
(AtnE) to just manage to make enough money to 
live: He scraped out a living by drawing car¬ 
toons for local newspapers. 1213 living, existence 
<i>v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.scrape 'through; .scrape 'through sth to 

succeed with difficulty in doingsth, especially in 
passing an exam; I might scrape through (the 
exam) if I'm lucky, o She just scraped through 
law school. 

[p&jI exam 

0 v + adv * v + prep 

.scrape sth to'gether (also .scrape sth up less 
frequent) to obtain or collect sth such as an 
amount of money with difficulty: They managed 
to scrape together $1200and printed 3000copies of 
the comic, o We scraped up enough money to 
buy a. small car. 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

scratch /skrmtj/ 

.scratch a'round (BrE also .scratch aboutrffor 

sth) to search for sth in a way that is not very 
organized, by looking at different things, look¬ 
ing on the ground, etc: He was scratching around 
on the ground for clues. 
v + adv 

.scratch sth off; .scratch sth off sth to 

remove sth from a surface by rubbing with your 
nails, etc: She scratched the paint off to see what 
was underneath, 

^ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.scratch sth 'out to remove a word, especially a 
name, from sth written, usually by putting a line 
through it: Their names had been scratched out. 
v + n/pron+adv * v + adv + n 

scream /skr™/ 

scream 'out (for sth) to be very obvious or 
noticeable; to demand attention: The mistakes 
just scream out at you. o The cake was screaming 
out to he eaten. 
v + adv 

screen /sia-im/ 

.screen sth 'off to separate or hide an area of a 
room etc. from another area by putting a tall 
piece of furniture or equipment in front of it or 
around i t: Part of the room had been screened off 
with a curtain. 

EEB1 Screen sth off is often used in the passive. 

<*► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.screen sb/sth 'out to decide not to include 
$h/sth, or not to allow sb to join an organization, 
enter a country, etc. because you think they may 
not be suitable or may cause trouble: Unsuitable 
candidates were screened out. o His job is to 
screen out inquiries unlikely to result in a sale, o 
Insurance companies often screen out people who 
are high risk. 

<z> v + adv + n ♦ v + n + adv (lessfrequent) * 
v + pron + adv 
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.screen sth 'out to prevent sth harmful from 
entering or going through sth: It is essential to 
screen out ultraviolet rays, o A window blind will 
screen out too much light. 

^v + adv+n * v + n +adv (less frequent) * 

v + pron + adv 

SCreW/skru:/ 

.screw a round (A. slang) 1 to have sex with a 
lot of different people SMU A more polite, infor¬ 
mal way to say this is sleep around. 2 (AmE) to 
waste time doing silly or useless ac tiviti es: Stop 
screwing around and do some work! {3*129 A more 
polite, informal way to say this is mess around, 
or, in British English, mess about. 

^ v + adv 

.screw sb a'round (BrE, A, slang) to treat sb in 
a way that is deliberately not helpful to them or 
wastes their time: Stop screwing me around and 
tell me the truthl 

pubs A more polite, informal way of saying this 
is mess sb about/around (BrE). 

v + n/pron + adv 

.screw sth 'down to attach sth firmly to sth else 
using screws: Screw the lid of the box down 
securely 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.screw sth on; .screw sth ’onto sth to fasten 
the top on a container by twisting it around: Is 
the top screwed on tightly? 

SHI lid, top 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
m have your head screwed on (right/the right 
way) (informal) to be a sensible person 
.screw sb 'out of sth (slang) to cheat sb and 
prevent them from having sth that they should 
have: She tried to screw him out of his winnings. 
bbih A more polite way to say this is cheat sb 
out of sth. 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.screw sth 'out of sb (slang) to force sb to give 
you sth; to get sth from sb with great difficulty: 
They screwed the money out of her by threatening 
to hit her. 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 

,screw sb 'over (AmE, A, slang) to trick sb in 
order to obtain sth valuable from them: to treat 
sb badly, especially by deceiving them: He 
screwed her over and took all her money 
<3> v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.screw 'up; .screw Sth ‘up (slang, especially 
AmE) to do sth badly or spoil sth: I was trying to 
be helpful, but I screwed up again, o She screwed 
up all the arrangements, 

MB) mess up, mess sth up 
<§► v + adv * v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
^ ’screw-up n (slang, especially Am E) a situation 
that has been dealt with very badly; a bad mis¬ 
take: There was a screw-up over the bookings. 


.screw sb 'up (slang) to make sb so upset or con¬ 
fused that they are unable to deal with problems 
in life: Her parents have really screwed her up. 

MH> mess sb up 

<$► v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

.screwed-'up adj < informal ) upset and anx¬ 
ious, especially because of sth bad that has hap¬ 
pened to you in the past: a screwed-up kid 
-> see also scMK\seo-{:y at screw sth up 
.screw sth 'up 1 (BrE) to squeeze sth into a tight 
ball: She screwed up the note and threw it away 
foen paper, letter MD scrunch sth up 2 if you 
screw up your eyes or your face, you tighten the 
muscles because you are in pain, the light is too 
bright, etc: He screwed up his face in disgust. ME 
face, eyes 

0. v + adv + rv * v + n/pron + adv 
m screw up your 'courage (especially BrE) to 
force yourself to be brave enough to do sth: I 
finally screwed up my courage and went to the 
dentist. 

► ,screwed-up adj (BrE) squeezed and twisted 
into a ball: a screwed-up sheet of paper 
see also screwed-up at screw sb up 

scribble /'sknbi/ 

.scribble sth 'down to write sth quickly and 
carelessly: She scribbled down the directions on 
her pad. 

^v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Scroll /skraol; Am£skroul/ 

.scroll 'down/'up (computing) to move down/up 
or backwards/forwards in the text on a computer 
screen so that you can read different parts of it: 
She scrolled down to the end of the document. 
v + adv 

scrounge /skraoneb/ 

.scrounge a'round (for sth) (AmE, informal) to 
search around in different places for sth, espe¬ 
cially if it is difficult to find or there is not much 
available: He scrounged around in his desk 
drawer for a paper clip. 

<£► v + adv 

SCrub /skrAb/ C-bte) 

.scrub 'in (AmE) - scrub up 
.scrub sth off, .scrub sth off sth to remove 
sth from the surface of sth by rubbing it hard 
with a brush, etc: Scrub all that mudoff the walls. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.scrub sth 'out to clean the inside of sth by rub¬ 
bing it hard with a brush and usually with soap 
and water He scrubbed oitt the pans and left them 
to drain, o The cupboards are scrubbed out every 
week . 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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.scrub 'Up ( especially BrE) (AmE usually .scrub 
■In) (of a doctor, nurse, etc.) to wash your hands 
and arms very thoroughly before performing a 
medical operation: The surgeon scrubbed up and 
put on his gloves, o He asked to scrub in for surgery. 
v + adv 

m scrub ’up well if sb/sth scrubs up well, they 
look very attractive when they are clean and tidy 

scrunch /skrAntjy 

.scrunch sth ’up (informal) 1 to squeeze sth 
into a small round shape in your hands: He 
scrunched up the piece of paper and threw it at me. 
513 paper, letter 2 to twist your face or part of 
it into a different shape: He scrunched up his face, 
trying to concentrate. @3] face, eyes 
^v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

seals.i 

.seal sth 'in to keep sth inside a container so that 
none of it can escape: The foil packet seals in the 
flavour. 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.seal sth 'off if the police, the army, etc. seal a 
place or an area off, they put barriers there to 
prevent anyone from entering it: The police have 
sealed off the town centre, o Seat off all the exits! 
SI area, road, building 
<3^ v+adv+n * v + n + adv (lessfrequent) * 
v + pron + adv 

.seal sth 'up 1 to close an envelope, etc. by stick¬ 
ing the edges of the opening together: He sealed 
up the envelope and wrote the address on It 2 to 
close sth completely so that nothing can get in or 
out: I sealed up the windows to keep out the fumes. 
GEQ3 Seal sth is used more frequently' with 
these meanings. 

<S> v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

search /S3:tj , ;j4mEs3:rtJ/ 

.search Sb/sth 'out to look for sb/sth until you 
find them: He 's searching out some old pictures to 
show us. o She wanted to search out her real par¬ 
ents. o John searched me out and gave me a note , 
mmy seek sb/sth out 
<3> v + adv + n ♦ v + n+ adv (lessfrequent) + 
v + pron+ adv 

See /si:/ {saw /sx/seen /si:n/) 

'see about sth; see about doing sth to deal 
with sth: to make arrangements for sth to be 
done: I’ll go and. see about lunch o I must see 
about getting someone to help you with the kids. 

0 v + prep 

.see sb 'in: .see sb 'into sth to go with sb into a 
room, building, etc. to make sure that they get 
there safely: After seeing her in <- into her home), 
he rode off without a word . 


Ktsua See sb out, see sb out of sth are used 
much more often than these verbs. 

-» see also see sb/out, see sb/yourself gut of sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 
.See sth ’in if you see in an occasion such as New 
Year, you are there when it happens: They saw in 
the New Year withfriends. <> He lived long enough 
to see in the new millennium . 

&E£d New Year 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
’see sth in sb/sth to believe that sb/sth has a 
particular quality or characteristic, especially a 
good one: I don't know what she sees in him (= T 
can't understand why she likes him or finds him 
attractive), o He sees good in everyone, o I can see 
value in each argument. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

.see sb/sth ‘off 1 to go to a station, an airport, 
etc. to say goodbye to sb who is going on a jour¬ 
ney: We all went to the airport to see her off 2 
(BrE) to force sb to leave a place, for example by 
chasing them: The dogs soon saw off the 
burglars. 3 to defeat sb: She saw off her opponent 
and now goes into the final. 

& v + ntpron+adv * v + adv+n 
.see sth 'off (BrE) to be strong enough to resist 
sth: The company saw off the threat of a takeover 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.see sb/yourself 'out: ,see sb/yourself ’out 
of sth to go with shout of a building, etc. to make 
sure that they find the way: Jay saw the last guests 
out and locked the door, o Don't get up. Til see 
myself out. see also $jse sb in, see sb into sth 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.see sth 'out (not used in the progressive tenses ) 1 
to stay in the same place, do the same things, or 
survive, until the end of sth: She promised to see 
out the rest of her contract. 2 to last until the end 
Of sth: We have enough fuel to see the winter out 
EZSZ1 See sth out is not used in the passive, 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.see over/'round sth (BrE) to visit and look at a 
place carefully: We’d like to see over the flat again 
before we rent it. 

HZE) look over sth; look around sth 

^ v + prep 

.see 'through sb/sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to realize the truth about sb/sth so that 
you are not deceived: We saw through him 
straight away, o 7 can see through your little 
game(~ trick). 

^ v + prep 

.see sb through; .see sb through sth to 

give sb support to enable them to survive a diffi¬ 
cult experience or a particular period of time: 
His courage and good humour saw him through. 


o She saw him through the months after his acci¬ 
dent o I only have $20 to see me through the week. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 

.see sth 'through (not usually used in the pro¬ 
gressive tenses ) to not give up a task, project, etc. 
until it is completed: She's determined to see the 
job through. 

EH project, job 
v + n/pron + adv 

'see to sb/sth to deal with sb/sth that needs 
attention: I’ll see to the kids, o Lin was great and 
saw to everything, o Don't worry ; 77/ see to it! 
wn*> attend to sb/sth (formal) 

Hgna See to sth can be used in the passive: We 
must get that door seen to. 

& v + prep 

’see to it that... to make sure that sth happens: 
Can you see to it that everyone knows the date of 
themeeting? 
v + prep 

seek /si:k/ (sought, sought /sort/) 

.seek sb/sth ’out to look for and find sb/sth, 
especially when this means using a lot of effort: 
He sought her out to ask her advice, o She’s 
always seeking out new business opportunities. 

Hj) opportunities, information 
wm track sb/sth down {less formal) 
v+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 

seep/si:p/ 

.seep away to flow away slowly and in small 
quantities: Water had been slowly seeping away 
from the pond, o (figurati ve) My anger began to 
seep away. 
v + adv 

Segue /'segwei/ 

.segue ‘into sth to move smoothly from one 
song, subject, place, etc. to another: a spiritual 
that segued into a singalong chorus <> He then 
segued into a discussion of childrens rights. 
v + prep 

seize /so/ 

'seize on Sth (also 'seize upon sth more formal) 
to suddenly show a lot of interest in sth, espe¬ 
cially because you can use it to your advantage: 
The scandal was immediately seized upon by the 
press, o Peter seized eagerly on all opportunities 
for conversation. 

H™> pounce on sth 

flfitYil Seize on/upon sth can be used in the 
passive. 

0 v+prep 

.seize 'up 1 if a machine or a part of a machine 
seizes up, it stops moving or working correctly: 
The engine seized up after only three, iveeks. o 


(figurative) The whole city seized up (- no traffic, 
etc. was able to move) during the blizzard. 2 if a 
part of your body seizes up, it becomes stiff and 
you are unable to move it easily: My legs were 
beginning to seize up and / needed a rest. 
v+adv 

sell fselj (sold, sold /'seuld; AmE scold/) 

.sell sth 'off 1 to sell all or part of an industry, a 
company or a piece of land: Unwanted land next 
to the farm was sold off. o The government 
decided to sell off' state comixmies. E13 assets, 
land, business, company 2 to sell tilings 
cheaply because you no longer want them or 
because you need the money: The store is selling 
off the old stock, o The family silver was sold off 
to pay the debts. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► sell-off n (BrE) 1 the sale by the government 
of an industry or a service to individual people 
or private companies: the proposed sell-off of the 
rail company o sell-off plans 2 (AmE, business) 
the sale of a large number of shares in a com¬ 
pany, after which their value usually falls 

.sell sth 'on (to sb) to sell sth to sb else that you 
have bought not long before, usually in order to 
make a profit: She managed the business for a 
year and then sold, it on. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
be 'sold on sth ( informal ) to be convinced that 
sth is very good: 7 could see she was sold on the 
idea, o 7 *m not really sold on American music. 

M idea 
be + v + prep 

.sell ‘out; be .sold 'out 1 if tickets for a concert, 
a game, etc. sell out or are sold out, they are all 
sold and there are none left: The tickets for the 
game will sell out quickly, o Tonight’s perform¬ 
ance is completely sold out. o The first 5 000copies 
of the book have sold out. 2 (also .sell 'out of sth, 
be .sold out of sth) if sb sells out of sth or is 
sold out of sth, they have sold all of it and have 
nothing left: I'm sorry , we’ve sold out of milk, o 
We are already sold out for tonight‘s concert. 

<£v + adv ♦ be + v + adv 

2 also v + adv + prep * be + v + adv + prep 

► 'sell-out n [usually sing,] a play; concert, etc. 
for which all the tickets have been sold: The gig is 
a sell-out. o a sell-out tourlcrowd 

see a iso sell-out at sell out (to sb/sth) 

.sell 'out (to sb/sth) (disapproving) 1 to ignore or 
change your principles or beliefs, especially to 
gain an advantage for yourself: The rest of the 
gang accused h im of setting out to the law. o a tal¬ 
ented British movie director who’s sold out to Hol¬ 
lywood 2 to sell your business or a part of your 
business: The company sold out to Us rival 
<§► v + adv 
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► ‘sell-out n [usually sing.| a situation in which 
sb betrays sb who trusted them, by not doing sth 
that they promised to do, or by doing sth that 
they promised not to do: a dreadful sell-out of 
their cause o The deal was seen as a union sell-out 
to management 

-> see also sell-out at sell out, be sold out 
.sell sb/sth 'out (to sb/stb) to betray sb: They 
discovered who had sold them out to the enemy i 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.sell ‘out of sth; be .sold out of sth sell 
out; be sold out 2 

.sell 'up; .sell sth 'up to sell your home, posses¬ 
sions, business, etc., usually because you need 
the money, are moving to another place or stop¬ 
ping work; They sold up and moved to France, o 
We decided, to sell up everything and buy a. farm. 

0k v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 

send /send/ (sent, sent /sent/) 

.send sb/sth a head to arrange for sb/sth to go 
or be taken to the place you are going to. before 
you arrive there: The rest of the equipment was 
sent ahead by air: 

& v + n/pron + adv 

.send a 1 way (for sth) - send off (for sth) 

.send sb a’way 1 to tell sb to leave: The reporters 
were sent away empty-handed {■ without any 
news). 2 (to. ..) to arrange for sb to go somewhere 
away from home: He was sent away to boarding 
school at the age of 7. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n {lessfrequent) 

.send sb/sth 'back (to sb/sth) to return sb/sth to 
where they/it came from: The refugees were sent 
back to their own country, o You can send the 
goods back if you 're not satisfied. 

WM> return sb/sth (to sb/sth) {moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.send sb 'down (BrE) 1 ( informal ) to send sb to 
prison: He was sent down for ten years, rerifl put 
sb away 2 (old-fashioned) to make a student 
leave a university, especially Oxford or Cam¬ 
bridge, because of bad behaviour: She was sent. 
down from Oxford. WtE) expel sb 
EHS Send sb down is often used in the passive. 
0k v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'send for sb to send a message to sb to ask them 
to come and see you, especially in order to help 
you: Send for a doctor. 

EOy] doctor, police MS call sb In 

EEIS Send for sb can be used in the passive: Has 

the doctor been sent for? 

0) v + prep 

'send for sth to ask sb to bring or deliver sth to 
you: Sendfor an ambulance, o Have you sent for a 
catal ogue H by post/mail)? 

EEEQSend for sth can be used in the passive: 
More equipment has been sent for: 

& v + prep 


.send sb Ini to order sb to go to a place to deal 
with a difficult situation: Troops were sent in to 
restore order. S troops, police, army 2 to tell 
sb to go into a room, where sb else is waiting to 
see them: Send the next candidate in, please. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.send sth 'in to send sth by post/mail to a place 
where it will be dealt with: 500 schools sent in 
entries for the competition, o Viewers are invited 
to send in their suggestions for the programme.. 

0k v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.send 'off (also .send away especially AmE) (for 
sth) to write to sb and ask them to send you sth by 
post/mail: If you save enough packets , you can 
send off and get a free toy. o You can send off for a 
free booklet. 

ME) write a way/off (to sb) (for sth) 

0k v + adv 

.send sb 'off 1 (for sth) (BrE) (in a sports game) 
to make sb leave the field because they have 
broken the rules of the game: He was sent off for 
afoul, o Three players got sent off in the first half 
player ECUS In this meaning send sb off is 
often used in tire passive. 2 (to ...) to ask or tell sb 
to go somewhere: The bank sent him off for four 
months study at Harvard, o I always send the 
kids off to school looking clean and tidy o The 
men were sent off to find water: 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
2 v + n/pron + adv 

► .sendlng-'off n (BrE) (in a sports game) a situ¬ 
ation when a player is told to leave tire field 
because they have broken the rules: It s his third 
sending-off this year: o The match saw three pen¬ 
alties and two sendings-off 

► 'send-off n (informal) an occasion when people 
come together to say goodbye to sb who is leav¬ 
ing: She was given a good send-off by all her col¬ 
leagues. 

.send sth ’off (to sb) to send sth by post/mail: 
Have you sent, that tetter off yet? 

S13 letter, parcel mail sth off (to sb) (AmE), 
post sth off (to sb) (BrE) 

0v + n/pron + adv # v + adv + n 
>end sth ‘on 1 (to...) to send a letter, etc. that has 
arrived at sh's old address to their new one: 
I’ve asked a neighbour to send on any important 
letters. M3 letter M3> forward sth (to sb/sth) 
(more formal) 2 (to sb/sth) to send sth you have 
received to sb else for them to see or deal with: 
I’ll send the photos on to you. 3 to send sth to a 
place so that it arrives before you get there: We 
sent our furniture on by ship. <> We’ve arranged 
for your belongings to be sent on. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.send sb 'out to send sb somewhere for a particu¬ 
lar purpose: I'll ask them to send someone out 
straightaway to fix the car. o If Pm not back by 
midnight, send out a search party! 

0k v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.send Sth 'out 1 to send sth to a lot of different 
people or places: I sent out fifty invitations, o 
j Have we sent letters out to all the applicants? 
letter, information HZtD mall sth out 2 to pro¬ 
duce sth, such as light, a signal, sound, etc: afire 
sending out waves of warmth o His brain was 
sending out warning signals telling him to be 
careful. ree;ji signal HlH) emit sth (moreformal) 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

send 'out for sth to ask a restaurant or 
shop/store to deliver food to you at home or at 
work: We could send out for a takeaway. 

0> v + adv+ prep 

send sb/sth 'up (BrE informal) to make people 
laugh, especially by copying them/it in an amus¬ 
ing way: a TV programme that sends up polit¬ 
icians o Everyone was sending her up. o The 
teacher heard me sending up her accent, 

♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n+adv(rore) 

► send-up n (BrE, informal) an act of making 
sb/sth look silly by copying them in an amusing 
way: The movie is a hilarious send-up of the Hol¬ 
lywood western. 

separate /’sepereit/ 

.separate sth 'off (from sth) to remove sth from 
a larger thing or group; to keep sth apart: The 
property agency has been separated off from the 
main business. 

0k v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n. + adv (rare) 
.separate out; .separate sb/sth out (from 

sth) todivide into different parts; to divide sb/sth 
into different parts or groups: The mixture separ¬ 
ates out into layers. o Plastics must be separated 
out into different types for recycling, o We need to 
separate out fact from speculation, o The process 
separatesout the different gases. 
mting Separate and separate sb/sth can also be 
used with this meaning. 

«^v + adv + n + v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

serve /S3:v;/lm/Ss3:rv/ 

'serve as/for sth to be used instead of sth else 
when there is nothing better available: An old 
box served, as a table, o Small temporary build¬ 
ings had to serve for offices. 

HD act as sth 

0k v + prep 

serve sth on sb ( also 'serve sth upon sb more 
formal) 'serve sb with sth (law) to give or 
send sb an official document, especially one that 
orders them to appear in a court of law: The 
police have served a summons on Mr Jackson, o 
The police have served him w ith a summons. 
foiTJI summons, notice, writ 
v +n/pron + prep 

.serve sth 'outl to continue doing sth until the 
end of a fixed period of time: She served out the 
rest of her sentence in an open prison . 000 notice. 


sentence, term mara in this meaning serve sth 
out cannot be used in the passive. 2 (especially 
BrE) - SERVE STH UP 

0> v + adv + n # v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.serve Sth 'up 1 (aho .serve sth 'out especially 
BrE) to put food onto plates and give it to people: 
He served up a delicious meal. WE> dish sth out; 
dish up, dish sth up 2 ( disapproving) to give or 
offer sth: All the TV channels served up the usual 
old movies during the holidays. 

0k v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.serve sth u'pon sb serve sth on sb, serve 

SB WITH STH 

'serve sb with sth = serve sth on sb, serve sh 

WITH STH 


set /set/ (setting, set, set) 


- about 


- in/into 

~ against 

255 

-off 

254 ‘-ahead 


- off against 

-apart 


- on 

- aside 


-out 

- back 


-to 

-down 


- up 

- forth 

256 

- upas 

-in 


- upon 


'set about sb (with sth) (BrE, old-fashioned) to 
attack sb: He set about me with a stick, 

0k v + prep 

set about sth; set about doing sth 1 to 

begin a task or an activity, especially with 
energy or enthusiasm: We set about the task of 
cleaning the apartment. 2 to approach a problem 
or task in a particular way: You 've set about this 
problem the wrong way. o How should I set about 
finding a job?YME> go about sth, go about 
doing sth 
^ v + prep 

'set sb a'gainst sb to make sb oppose a friend, 
relative, etc: The civil war set brother against 
brother. 

<£■ v + n/pron + prep 

.set sth a'gainst sth 1 to consider sth by com¬ 
paring good points with bad ones: Set against the 
benefits cf the new technology is the possibility 
that jobs will be lost . Hxy} balance A against B 
2 (a/so set sth 'off against sth) (finance) to 
record sth as a business cost as a way of redu¬ 
cing the amount of tax you must pay: The cost of 
looking for oil can be set against tax as business 
expenditure. 3 be set against sth if sth is set 
against sth else, it is placed near it or next to it 
so that the difference between the two is very 
noticeable: views of rocky islands set against fiery 
sunsets o Set against her white dress, her hair 
seemed even darker. 4 be set against sth if a story, 
a film/movie, etc, is set against a particular time, 





set ahead 


254 


255 


set up 


event or place, the action happens at that time or 
place: It is a love story set against a backdrop of 
rural Irish life. 

BESS In meanings 3 and 4 set sth against sth is 
only used in the passive. 

0 1,2 v + n/pron + prep 
3,4 be + v + prep 

.set sth ahead (AmE) to changea clock or watch 
to show the correct later time: Don 'i forget to set 
your clocks a head tonight ( because the ti me has 
officially changed). 

IM3 clock, watch >sva? put sth forward (BrE) 
M© sat sth back (AmE), put sth back (BrE) 

0 v + n/pron + adv 

.set sb/sth a'part (from sb/sth) to m ake sb/sth 
different from or better than others: His confi¬ 
dence sets him apart from his classmates, o Its 
the service at the restaurant that sets it apart. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

.set sth apart (BrE) (also set sth a'alde AmE, 
BrE) to keep sth such as money or time for a spe¬ 
cial use or purpose: A room was set a/xirt for 
quiet reading. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

,set sth a side 1 to place sth to one side: I set her 
letter aside, meaning to read it later. ME) put sth 
aside 2 to save or keep sth for a particular pur¬ 
pose: She sets aside £50 every month for her 
da ugh ter’s col lege fees, o We need to set aside some 
time to deal with this. money, time Hilt) put 

sth aside 3 to ignore sth such as your feelings or 
opinions, because other things are important: 
We decided to set our differences aside , o Let's set 
aside my personal feelings for now. ME) put sth 
aside 4 - set sth apart Restaurants must set 
aside an area for non-smokers. 15571 area, room 
ME) put sth aside 5 (law) to reject a previous 
decision made by a court of law: The verdict was 
set aside by the Appeal Court. ES3 decision, con¬ 
viction MB) overturn sth (moreformal) 
0 v+adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
► 'set-aside n [U] a system in which the govern¬ 
ment pays farmers not to use some of their land 
for growing crops; the land that the farmers are 
paid not to use: 750 acres of set-aside 

.net sb 'back sth (informal) to cost, sb a large 
amount of money: That new car must have set 
her back a bit. o Th is watch set me back £200. 

MH> knock sb back sth (BrE, informal) 

upih Set sb back sth cannot be used in the 

passive. 

0 v + n/pron + adv + n 

set sb/sth 'back to delay the progress of sb/sth: 
The min set the building programme back by sev¬ 
eral weeks, o He was starting to play very well , 
but his injury has really set him hack. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


► 'setback n a problem or difficulty that delays 
the progress of sb/sth: Parry’s broken ankle was 
a major setback for the team. 

,set sth 'back ( AmE) to change a clock or watch 
to show the correct earlier time: Iforgot to set my 
watch back last night (~ when the time officially 
changed). 

fcjui clock, watch ME) put sth back (BrE) 

put sth forward (BrE), set sth ahead (AmE) 

0 v + n/pron + adv 

be .set 'back (from sth) if a building is set back, 
it is a long way from sth, especially a mad: Their 
house is the only one that’s set back (from the 
road). 

0 be + v + adv 

.set 'down; .set sth 'down (of a plane, a pilot, 
passengers, etc.) to land: We set down on the 
beach , o The pilot tried to set the plane dawn in a 
field. 

ME) put down (especially BrE), land, land sth 
0v + adv * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,set sb 'down (BrE) (of a vehicle or its driver) to 
stop and allow sb to get otf/out: The taxi set me 
down at the end of the road. 

MB) drop sb/sth off pick sb up 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.set sth ‘down 1 (on sth) (literary) to place an 
object down on a surface: He set his glass down 
before he spoke, o She made space so that I could 
set the tray down on the table. ME) put sth down 
2 to write sth down on paper in order to record it: 
I wan fed to set my thoughts down on jxipet: o It’s a 
good idea to set down your complaint in writing. 
MS) put sth down 3 to give sth as a rule, etc; to 
set down guidelines!rules o qualifying standards 
set down by the Athletics Association 
0 1,2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

3 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.set 'forth (literary) to start a journey: They set 
forth for Crete. 

MS) set out (less formal) 

0 v + adv 

.set ’forth sth; .set itdhem forth (formal) to 
state sth clearly; to make sth known: The 
President set forth his views in a tong television 
broadcast. 

BEXB This phrasal verb can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: Her beliefs have been clearly set forth. ♦ A 
noun must always follow forth, but a pronoun 
comes between the verb and forth. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
,set 'in if bad weather, an unpleasant feeling, an 
illness, etc. sets in. it begins and seems likely to 
continue: I need to mend the roof before winter 
sets in. o Panic set in when she realized how m uch 
work there was to do, o He eventually agreed to 
stay in bed, but it was too late - pneumonia had 
set in. iivgJi panic, winter 
0 v + adv 


ISIS the rot set In used to describe the fact that a 
situation has become very bad and will continue 
like that: She had problems at her first school , but 
when she changed schools the rot really set in. 

,set sth 'in/’into sth to fix sth in a space so that it 
does not stick out beyond the surface: A small 
safe had been set into the wall 
rcsna Set sth in/into sth is usually used in the 
passive. + The verb inset sth has a similar 
meaning. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

* Inset n la small picture, map. etc. inside a 
larger* one: Brad Pitt at the premiere, and his wife 
(inset) (“ about a photograph in a newspaper) 2 a 
piece of materiala small stone, etc. that is added 
on to sth else or put inside sth else: a silver 
brooch with ruby insets 

.set 'off to begin a journey: / set off for work at 
seven , o Check your oil before setting off on a long 
journey, o When are you planning to set off? 

0 v + adv 

( set sb 'off; ,set sb off doing sth (informal, 
especially BrE) to make sb start doing sth such as 
laughing, crying or talking: Those photos always 
set her off (crying), o Just seeing him laughing 
sets me off! (- makes me start laughing) 

ME) start sb off, start sb off doing sth 
0 v + n/pron + adv 

,S©t sth 'off 1 to make a bomb, etc. explode: to set 
off fireworks o They set the bomb off as soon as 
they were a safe distance away. iqbjI bomb, fire¬ 
work 2 to make an alarm (= a loud warning 
noise or signal) start: The burglars set the alarm 
off o If you burn the toast you 'll set the smoke 
alarm off EM alarm 3 to start a process or ser¬ 
ies of events: The news set off a leave of panic on 
world markets, o The girl s death set off a terrible 
chain of events. EM) panic, chain/series of 
events -» see also set sth up 4 4 to make sth 
appear more attractive by being placed near it: 
That scatf sets off the blue of her eyes. 

0 1,2 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
3,4 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.set sth 'off against sth- set sth against sth 2 
EBBS The verb offset sth (against sth) has a 
similar meaning: There are certain expenses that 
you can offset against tax. 

'set on/upon sb (formal) to attack sb: / was set 
upon by’ a gang of youths. 
flsna Set on/upon sb is often used in the passive. 
0 v + prep 

‘SOt sb/sth on sb to make a person or an animal 
attack sb: The farmer threatened to set his dogs on 
usif we didn’t leave at once. 

0 v +n/pron + prep 

.set 'out 1 to leave a place and begin a journey, 
especially a long journey: They set out <m the last 
stage of their journey, o We set out at dawn. 2 set 
'out to do sth to begin to do sth with a particular 


aim or purpose: She set out to break the world 
record, o They succeeded in what they had set out 
to do , 

0 v + adv 2 also v + adv + to inf 

► 'outset rt the beginning of sth: We knew the 
danger at/from the outset. 

set sth 'out 1 to arrange or display sth: She 
began setting out plates and glasses, o Set out 
your answers neatly. 2 to present ideas, facts, etc. 
in a clear, organized way, in speech or writing: 
This document sets out our objections to the pro¬ 
posal. [qbjI terms, reasons, policies, conditions 
01 v + adv+n * v + n/pron + adv 

2 v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
set 'to (old fashioned, formal, especially BrE) 1 to 
begin doing sth in a busy or determined way: She 
set to with a scrubbing brush (= she started clean¬ 
ing). 2 to begin fighting: They took off their 
jackets and set to. 

0 v + adv 

► ,set- to n [sing,] (informal, especially BrE ) a 
fight or an argument: He had a set-to with one of 
his workmates. 

.set 'up; .set sth 'up to make a machine, some 
equipment, etc. ready to use: He helped me to 
cany my equipment in and set up. o It took hours 
to set up all the equipment. 

0 v+adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.set 'up; .set yourself 'up to start running your 
own business: He left the firm and set up hi busi- 
jiess on his own. o She set herself up as a hair¬ 
dresser. 

0 v + adv ♦ v+pron + adv 

.set sb 'up 1 to provide sb with the money they 
need, for example to start a business, buy a 
home, etc: A hank loan helped to set her up in 
business, o He set his daughter up in her own 
apartment, o If you win tonight's fight, you’ll be 
set up for life (= have all the money you will ever 
need). 2 (informal) to trick sb, especially by mak¬ 
ing them appear to be guilty of sth that they have 
not done: He claimed he had been set up by the 
police. 3 (informal) to make sb feel healthier, 
stronger, more active, etc: A good breakfast will 
set you up for the day. 4 (with sb) (informal) to 
arrange for sb to meet sb so that they can have a 
romantic or sexual relationship: He set me up 
with his sister. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

► 'set-up n [usually sing.] (informal) 1 a situ¬ 
ation in which sb tricks you or makes it seem as 
if you are guilty of sth that you have not done: I 
didn’t do it r this is a set-up! 2 a situation when sb 
arranges for you to meet sb in order to begin a 
romantic or sexual relationship: a set-up date 

see also set-up at set sth up 
, set sth 'up 1 to create sth or start a business, an 
organization, etc: She gave a talk on setting up a 
business, o A committee was set up to investigate 





set up 


257 


sharpen 


the problem, o young people setting up home for 
the first time 62 m business, committee, system, 
company 2 to build sth or put sfh somewhere: 
The police set up roadblocks on all main roads. 3 
to organize or arrange sth; to make the arrange- 
ments for sth to happen: to set up a meeting o 
We'll set up the transport arrangements. EolPl 
mooting 4 to start a process or a series of events: 
The crisis set up a chain reaction in other Euro¬ 
pean markets. SI chain reaction, chain of 
events -* see also set sth off 3 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► 'set-up n [usually sing.] < informal ) the way sth 
is organized or arranged; a system: I 've only been 
here a week so I don't really know the set-up 
-> see also set-up at set sb up 
,set yourself ‘up set up, set yourself up 
.set yourself 'up as sth to claim to be very 
important, know a lot about sth, etc: He set him¬ 
self up as an authority on modern art 
& v + peon + adv + prep 
'set upon sb (formal) - set on/upon sb 

Settle /'set!/ 

.settle 'down 1 (also .settle yourself down) to 

get yourself i nto a comfortable posit ion when you 
are sitting or lying: She settled down in an arm¬ 
chair to read, o Tom settled himself down at the 
table. 2 to start to have a calmer or quieter way of 
life, without many changes, especially living in 
one place: He got married and settled down, 3 to 
become relaxed and confident in a new situation; 
to get used to a new way of life, job, etc: She's set¬ 
tling down well at her new school, o He just 
couldn’t settle down in the city. 4 to become calmer 
and less active: Vue been realty busy at work, but 
things should settle down again soon, o Tfuhr 
speed settled down to a steady fifiy miles an hour. 
v + adv 1 also v + pron + adv 
.settle ‘down; .settle sb 'down to become or to 
make sb become calmer, less excited, etc: The 
children finally settled down and started work, o 
The teacher had trouble settling the class down. 
<|>v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.settle yourself ‘down = settle down 
.settle 'down to sth (also settle to sth BrE) to 
begin to think about sth or give your attention to 
doing sth: They had just settled down to dinner 
when the phone rang, o Fm so worried that I can’t 
settle to anything. 

<*> v + adv + prep ♦ v + prep 
settle for sth; 'settle for doing sth to accept 
sth that is not quite what you wanted but is the 
best that you can get: Both teams were happy to 
settle for a draw, o He’d hoped to get EH 00(1 for the 
car but had to settle for a lot less, o I refuse to settle 
for (being) second best! 

[Q&jJ less 
^ v + prep 


.settle 'in; .settle 'into sth to become used to 
something new, such as a new home, school or 
job: She soon settled in at school, o It took her a 
while to settle into her new job. 

IS routine, school, job 
<§► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

‘settle on Sth (also 'settle upon sth moreformal) 
to choose sth; to make a decision about sth: We 
couldn't decide where to go but we eventually set¬ 
tled on Italy. 

MS) decide on/upon sth 
raua Settle on/upon sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: A date was finally settled on. 

^ v+prep 

'settle sth on/upon sb ( formal , law) to arrange 
to give property or money to sb, for example after 
your death: He settled his entire estate on his son. 

» money, estate 

v + n/pron + prep 

'settle to sth (BrE) = settle down to sth 

.settle ‘up (with sb) to pay sb the money you owe 
them: We need to settle up with them for the hire of 
the room, o Fit pay now — we can settle up later. 
<§> v+adv 

‘settle upon sth - settle on sth 

‘settle sth upon sb - settle sth on/upon sb 

SGW /sou; AmE sou! (sewed, sewn /soon; AmE 
soon/ or sewed) 

( sew sth 'up 1 to join or mend sth using a needle 
and thread: Sew up the tear before it gets any 
worse, o They cleaned the wound and sewed it up. 
Mj] seam, tear, wound 2 (informal) to arrange 
sth in a satisfactory way; to bring sth to a favour¬ 
able conclusion: They'd sewn the deal up by mid¬ 
day .; MD deal 3 (informal) to have control of sth; 
to be likely to win sth: Her company have got the 
market sewn up. o By half time they had the 
game sewn up. S market, game, election 
133X3 In meanings 2 and 3 sew sth up is often 
used in the passive and in the phrase have (got) 
sth sewn up. 

<$► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
Shack /jiek/ 

.shack 'up with sb; be .shacked 'up with 

sb (also .shack 'up together) (slang, disapprov¬ 
ing) to live with sb you are having a sexual rela¬ 
tionship with but are not married to: He’s 
shacked up with some girl he met in Berlin. 

Qv + adv + prep ♦ be + v + adv + prep * 
v + adv + adv 

shade ,-jeid/ 

.shade sth ‘in to make part of a picture darker, 
either with colours or using black: He shaded in 
part of the graph. 

<§► v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


.shade ‘into sth to gradually change into sth 
else so that you cannot tell where one thing ends 
and the other begins: The blue gradually shades 
into purple, o Sometimes nervousness can shade 
into fear. 

^ v + prep 

shake /Jerk/ (shook /jok/shaken /’Jeikan/) 

.shake 'down (informal) to become comfortable 
and confident in a new situation: Once the team 
shakes down, results should improve. 

<*► v + adv 

► 'shakedown n (AmE, informal) the test of a 
vehicle or an aircraft before it is generally used, 
to see if there are any problems and to make the 
crew familiar with it: a shakedown flight 

see also shakedown at shake sb down: 
SHAKEDOWN at SHAKE SB/STH DOWN 

.Shake sb 'down (AmE, slang) to threaten sb in 
order to get money from them: They've found the 
guy who shook George down, o police who shake 
down motorists for bribes 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'shakedown n (AmE, slang ) an act of try ing to 
get money from sb with violence or threats: He 
was stabbed during a shakedown. 

-> seealso shakedown at shake down; shake- 
down at shake sb/sth down 
.shake sb/sth 'down (AmE, informal) to search 
a person or place in a very thorough way: Police 
shook down the club, looking for drugs. 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

► ‘shakedown n (AmE, informal) a thorough 
search of sb/sth: a police shakedown of the area 

seealso shakedown at shake down; shake- 
down at SH AKE SB DOWN 

.shake sb 'off 1 to escape from sb; to get rid of sb 
who is following you: He twisted and turned in a 
desperate attempt to shake ojf his pursuer, o l 
think we've shaken them off. 2 to escape from sb 
who is holding you and will not let go: She clung 
to him, but he shook her off 
♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.shake sth ‘off to get rid of sth, such as an ill¬ 
ness, that is causing you problems: I can't shake 
off this cold, o She struggled to shake, off her 
image as a beauty with no brains. 

[qbjI (a) cold 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'shake on sth to shake hands with sb in order to 
show that you agree to sth: Let's shake on it. 

loftj! deal, agreement, it 

^ v + prep 

.shake sth 'out 1 to open or spread sth by shak¬ 
ing it: He shook the blanket out and spread it on 
the grass. 2 to open sth by shaking it in order to 
get rid of bits of dirt, dust, etc: She went outside 
to shake out the tablecloth, 

-> see also shake-out at shake sth up 
v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.shake sb 'up 1 to shock or upset sb: She has been 
badly shaken up by the experience . EEEQ Shake 
sb up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 

♦ Shake sb is also used frequently with this 
meaning: She was badly shaken by the experience. 
2 to surprise sb in order to make them think or 
behave in a different way, become more active, 
etc: He was asked to shake the staff up a bit. o 
Shaken up by the early goal against them, the 
team began to fight hack. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.shake sth 'up to make important changes in an 
organization, a profession, etc. in order to make 
it more efficient: The company needs shaking up. 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'shake-up (u/so ‘shake-out) n a major change 
to a company or an organization in order to 
improve it: The police force is facing the biggest 
shake-up in its history. 

shame /ferm/ 

'shame sb into sth; 'shame sb into doing 

sth to persuade sb to do sth by making them feel 
ashamed not to do it: They shamed him into 
apologizing. 
v + n/pron + prep 

shape /Jeip; 

.shape ’up (informal) 1 [+ adv/prep] to develop in 
a particular way, often in the way that you had 
hoped for: Our plans are shaping up nicely, o 
How's the new team shaping up? 2 to improve 
your work or your behaviour: If you don’t shape 
up l you ’ll lose your job. 3 (especially BrE) to 
become slim and physically fit: It's time to slim 
down and shape up for the summer. 

<$> v + adv 

QtlS shape up or ship 'out (AmE, informal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, etc. 

share /Jeofr); AmE Jer/ 

.share Sth 'out (among/between sb) to divide 
something such as money, food or work and give 
an amount to each person: The work was shared 
out equally, o How can we share out the pizza 
between the five of us? 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Sharpen fSaipm.AmE 'Jiurpen/ 

.sharpen 'up; .sharpen sb/sth 'up to become, 
or to make sb/sth, better, more skilful, more 
effective, etc. than before: She needs to sharpen 
up before, next month's competition, o This exer¬ 
cise will help students sharpen up their reading 
skills, o Discipline has sharpened them up. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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shave /Jeiv; 

.shave Sth 'off to remove hair from your face, 
head, etc: Dad's shaved his beard off. o She 
shocked everyone by shaving all her hair off 
fc BJ j beard, moustache, hair 
<§>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + acfv + n 

.shave sth 'off; .shave sth 'off sth 1 to cut 
very thin pieces from the surface of a piece of 
wood, etc: / had to shave a bit off the door to make 
it shat, o Use a sharp knife to shave off thin rolls 
of chocolate . 2 to make something smaller or 
lower by a very small amount: We managed to 
shave 5% off the cost, o He shaved half a second 
off the world record. 

<|> v + n/pron + acfv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

shear /Jia(r); AmESirf (sheared, shorn /Join; 
AmE Ja:m/ or sheared) 

be 'shorn of sth (literary) to have sth important 
taken away from you: a political party shorn of 
power 

be + v + prep 

.shear ’off; .shear sth 'off (technical) (espe¬ 
cially of sth metal) to break under pressure; to 
cut through sth and make it break: The bolts 
holding the wheel in place sheared, off. 

0v + adv * v + n/pron + adv * v + n + adv 

sheer /Xio(r); AmE Xir/ 

.sheer a’way/'off to suddenly move away in a dif¬ 
ferent direction, especially to avoid hitting sth: 
The car sheered wildly away just trussing the truck. 
o Her mind sheered away from images she did not 
wish to dwell on. 

> SYW > veer off, veer away (from sth) 

v + adv 

shell //ei/ 

.shell 'out (for sth), .shell sth ‘out (for sth) 

(informal) to pay for sth, especially when it is a 
lot of money or you do not really want to: I'm not 
shelling out for another computer, o I had to shell 
out $500for the airfare. 

WE> fork out (for sth), fork sth out (for sth) 

& v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(less frequent) 

Shin (BrJB)l$ml (-nn») (AmE shinny) 

.shin 'down/'up; .shin down/'up sth (BrE) 

( informal ) to climb down or up sth, using your 
hands and legs to hold it tightly: He shinned 
down the drainpipe, o You might be able to see if 
you shin up that tree. 
l° BJ i drainpipe, rope 
<«► v + adv * v + prep 


shine /Jam/ (shone, shone /fun; AmE joim/) 

.shine 'out 1 to shine brightly: A light shone out 
across the field. 2 if a person or a thing shines 
out, you notice them because they are very 
much better than the others: She seemed to shine 
out from the rest. 
v + adv 

.shine 'through; .shine through sth to be 

seen clearly and easily: In the last game her talent 
really shone through, o His love of life shines 
through the pages of his book. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Shinny ( AmE) /'Jini/ (shinnies, shinnying, 
shinnied, shinnied) 

.shinny down/'up; .shinny down/'up sth 

(AmE) shin’ nowx/ur, shin down/up sth Burg¬ 
lars broke into the art gallery through the roof 
shinnied down the rope and stole five valuable 
paintings. 

ship/jip/ (-pp-) 

.ship Sb 'off (to...) ( informal ) to send sb away 
somewhere, especially when they do not want to 
go: They shipped the children off to summer 
camp . 

tosus Ship sb off is often used in the passive: 1 
was shipped off to Canada. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.ship sb/sth 'off (to...) to send goods or people 
somewhere by ship: They sh ipped all their posses¬ 
sions off to Australia. 

L 02 iu Ship sb/sth off is often used in the passive: 
The goods were shipped off last week. 

+ n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

.ship sb/sth 'out (to...) to send goods or people 
somewhere, especially by ship: They shipped the 
sculpture out to the States. 

5EH3 Ship sb/sth out is often used in the pas¬ 
sive: Fresh supplies u^ere shipped out .. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
(ESI shape up or ship 'out (AmE, informal) used 
to tell sb that if they do not improve their work 
or their behaviour they will have to leave their 
job, etc. 

StlOOt /Ju:t/ (shot, shot /Jot; AmEjtvli) 

.shoot sb/sth 'down 1 to shoot at sb/sth and 
make them/it fall to the ground: They were shot 
down in cold blood, o They shot down a civilian 
aircraft by mistake. 2 (informal) to strongly criti¬ 
cize si) or their ideas, etc: When I made a sugges¬ 
tion they shot me down in flames, o My ideas 
were shot down one by one. 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 


'Shoot for sth (AmE, informal) (usually used in 
the progressive tenses) to try to get or achieve sth 
difficult: They re. shooting for another victory this 
season. 

0 v + prep 

.Shoot ‘off ( informal ) to leave somewhere very 
quickly: She had to shoot off to meet someone . o 
I’m sorry I 'ue got to shoot off 
^ v + adv 

.shoot sth ’off to remove sth by shooting; They 
shot the lock off. 

<$> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.shoot ' t hr© u g h (informaL especially AustralE) 
to leave, especially in order to avoid sb/sth; / was 
only five when my Bad shot through. 

^ v + adv 

.Shoot 'up 1 (to sth) to rise or increase very 
quickly: The inflation rate has shot up to 20%. 2 
to grow taller in a short time: She f s shot up in the 
last few months. 
v+adv 

.ShOOt 'Up; .Shoot 'up Sth (slang) to inject an 
illegal drug 
EOsS heroin, drugs 
^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.shoot sb/sth 'up to injure sb or damage sth 
severely by shooting; An armed gang shot up the 
nightclub. 

iosj) house, bar, club 

^►v+adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

Shop /Jup; AmE Ju:p/ (-pp-) 

.shop a'round (for sth), .shop a’round sth (for 

sth) to look at different shops/stores to compare 
the prices of goods or services so that you can 
buy the ones that are the best value: If you’re 
buying a new hi-fi , shop around for the best price, 
o It’s worth shopping around the travel agents to 
find the best deal, o When you open a bank 
account, it f s a good idea to shop around, first. 

<§► v + adv * v + prep 

shore / Jo:(r)/ 

.shore Sth 'Up 1 to support part of a building or 
other large structure by placing large pieces of 
wood or metal against or under it so that it does 
not fall down: Engineers shored up the tunnel 
with wooden beams, o The building was shored 
up to make it safe. 2 to strengthen or support sth 
that is weak or failing: to shore up the econ¬ 
omy/dollar) pound 

4&v+ adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

Shout/Jam/ 

.shout sb 'down to shout to prevent sb who is 
speaking from being heard, because you do not 
like them, or you disagree with what they are 


saying: / tried to explain hut they just shouted me 
down, o The speaker was shouted down by angry 
protesters. 

+ n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.shout 'out (to sb), .shout sth 'out (to sb) to 

suddenly say sth in a loud voice: I shouted out to 
them but they didn 7 hear me. o She shouted out a 
warning, o He shouted out, ’Over here!’ 

WtW> call out (to sb). call sth out (to sb) 
v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv * 
v +adv + speech 

Shove/J av/ 

shove 'off (BrE, spoken) used to tell sb rather 
rudely to go away: Just shove off and leave me 
alone! 

>$y«) push off 
v + adv 

.shove 'up (BrE, spoken) used to ask sb to move to 
make a space for sb else to sit down: We can get 
one more in if you shove up. o Shove up a bit! 

WS> bodge up (BrE), move up 
v + adv 

ShOW ifov; AmE Saul (showed, shown / jeon; 
Joun/ or, rarely showed) 

.show sb a'round; .show sb a round sth 

(BrEalso .show sb ’round, .show sb 'round sth) 

to go with sb when they visit a place for the first 
time, showing them what is interesting: There 
are guides in the palace who will show visitors 
around, o I’ll arrange for someone to show you 
around the school. 

HD take sb around, take sb around sth 

-» see also show sh over sth 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.show sb ’in; .show sb Into sth to lead a vis¬ 
itor to a place where they can wait, or to the room 
where sb is waiting to see them: Sarah showed 
the visitors in. o I was shown into a waiting room. 
MD show sb out, show sb out of sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + r ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.show 'off (informal, disapproving) to try to 
impress other people with your abilities, wealth, 
intelligence, etc: Stop showing off! o Bonnie was 
showing off to her friends, doing handstands on 
the grass. 
v + adv 

► ’show-off n (infoimial, disapproving) a person 
wholikes to impress other people with their abil¬ 
ities, wealth, etc: You ’re such a show-off! 

.show sb/sth ’off (to sb) 1 to try to make people 
pay attention to sb/sth because you are proud of 
them/it: He was showing his CD collection off to 
his friends, o She brought her new boyfriend 
along to show him off 2 to make sb/sth look 
attractive or seem interesting or exciting by 
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showing their best features: The black sweater 
showed off he}' figure to full advantage, o The 
music shows the band off in their best light. 
v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

.show sb out; .show sb out of sth to lead a 
visitor to the door out of a room, a building, etc: 
Til show you out 

Me) show sb in, show sb into sth 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n * v +n/pron + prep 

.show sb ‘over sth ( BrE) to take sb around a 
place they are visiting and show them what is 
interesting: They showed me over the house . 
see also show sb around, show sb around sth 
v + n/pron + prep 

.show sb round; .show sb round sth (BrE) 

“ SHOW SB AROUND, SHOW SB AROUND STH 

.show through; .show ‘through sth to he vis 

ible through something or behind sth: This 
paper is so thin the ink shows through, o His skull 
showed through his thin hair, o When he spoke, 
his bitterness showed through. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.show 'up (informal) to arrive or appear at the 
place you have arranged: She finally showed up 
at lunchtime, o I arranged to meet, him but he 
didn’t show up 

MS) turn up 

v + adv 

.Show 'up; .show sth ‘up to become or to make 
sth easy to see: His striped tie showed up well 
against his dark red shirt, o Something odd has 
shown up on the X-ray. o Her lack of experience 
was shown up by the test. 

<£► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.show sb 'Up (informal) to make sb else feel 
embarrassed by behaving badly or by doing sth 
better than them: He said Vd shown him up in 
front of his friends, o You really showed me up by 
snoring during the concert! o Don’t worry about 
being shown up by the kids ~ they ’ve always used 
computers. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.show sb/sth 'up as/for sth to show what 
sb/sth is really like, when this is worse than 
people thought: The book shows her up for what 
she ready is: a fraud, o We were shown up as the 
second-rate team that we were. 

& v + n/pron + adv + prep 

Shower/7aoa(r)/ 

.shower 'down; .shower down on sb/sth; 
shower on sb/sth; .shower sth down on 
sb/sth: 'shower sth on sb/sth to fall onto 
sb/sth, especially in a lot of small pieces: Vol¬ 
canic ash showered down on the town after the 
eruption, o The bottle broke and showered glass 
fragments on us. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv+prep ♦ v + prep ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep + v + n/pron + prep 


'shower sb with sth to drop a lot of small 
things onto sb; The bride and groom were 
showered with rice as they left the church . o The 
roof collapsed, showering us with dust and deb¬ 
ris. o (figurative) He showered her with gifts. 
v + n/pron + prep 

Shrink / J npkf (shrank/Jraerjk/shrunk 
/Jr ah ki or shrunk, shrunk) 

.shrink a'way/'back (from sb/sth) to move back¬ 
wards or away from sb/sth, especially because 
you are frightened or disgusted: She shrank 
away from him in horror. 
v + adv 

shrink from sth; shrink from doing sth 

(often used in negative sentences) to be unwilling 
to do or accept sth that you And frightening, 
unpleasant or immoral: She recognized her 
responsibility and did not shrink from it o He 
shrank from confronting his son face to face, o 
She never shrank from difficult tasks. 

HO task, duty MS) back away from sth 
BESS Shrink from sth/from doing sth are usu¬ 
ally used in written English, 

<£■ v + prep 

shrivel /'Jnvl/ Hk AmEM 

.shrivel 'up to become dry and wrinkled <= hav¬ 
ing many small lines or folds) because of heat, 
lack of water, etc: The apples left on the tree had 
shrivelled up. 

120913 Shrivel is used with a similar meaning, 

<§► v + adv 

► .shrivelled ’up adj dry and wrinkled <= with 
many small lines or folds): shrivelled-up apples 

ShrOUd /Jraud/ 

be 'shrouded in sth 1 to be covered or hidden 
by sth; The city was shrouded in mist, o furniture 
shrouded in dust sheets 2 if information, etc. is 
shrouded in mystery, it is hidden or kept secret: 
His family background is shrouded in mystery. 
o Their work is shrouded in secrecy. 

< 5 > be + v + prep 

shrug /JrAg/<.gg.) 

.Shrug Sth 'off 1 (also .shrug sth away less fre¬ 
quent) to push sth back or away with your shoul¬ 
ders: She shrugged off her jacket, o She put her 
hand on his shoulder but he shrugged it away. HI 
jacket, hand 2 (also .shrug sth a side less fre¬ 
quent) to treat sth as if it is not important: He 
shrugged off all the objections Iraised, o Barnes 
is trying to shrug off an ankle injury, Imj! injury, 
criticism 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


Shllt / J At/ (shutting, shut, shut) 

.shut sb/sth a'way to put sb/sth in a place where 
other people cannot see or find them/it: He shut 
thefiles away in the safe, o prisoners shut away in 
jail for a long time 

H™> lock sb up/away; lock sth up/away 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.shut yourself a'way (from sb/sth) to stay in 
your room or go somewhere where you will be 
completely alone: He shut himself away in his 
study to finish the book, o You can't just shut 
yourself away from the world. 

M"> lock yourself away 
v + pron + adv 

.shut down; .shut sth ’down 1 to stop opening 
for business; to stop sth from opening: The mine 
shut down last month, o The club was shut down 
by the police. W w) close down, close sth down 
2 if a machine shuts down, or sb shuts it 
down, it stops working: The machine shuts down 
if there’s an overload-, o The computer system will 
be shut down over the weekend. 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► ‘shutdown n 1 the act of closing a factory or 
business, either temporarily or permanently; 
The shutdown has put hundreds out of work. 2 
the act of stopping a large machine from work¬ 
ing, either temporarily or permanently: There 
was a fault in the nuclear reactor’s emergency 
shutdown procedures. 

.shut sb/sth ’In; .shut sb/sth In sth; .shut 
yourself In: .shut yourself 'in sth to put 

sb/sth in a room, a vehicle, etc. and Keep them 
there; to go into a room, a building, a vehicle, etc. 
and stay there: They shut the animals in at night, 
o Liz rushed out of the kitchen and shut herself in 
her room. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

► 'shut-in n ( AmE , old-fashioned) a person who 
cannot leave their home because they are ill/sick 
or cannot move easily 

'shut sth in sth to trap or injure sth by closing 
sth tightly around it: I shut my finger in the car 
door. 

Anger 

^►v + n/pron + prep 

.shut off; .shut sth 'off 1 if a machine shuts 
off, or sb shuts it off, it stops working: The cen¬ 
tral heating shuts off automatically at 9.30. o I 
stopped the car and shut off the engine. MD 
switch off, switch sth off; turn off, turn sth off 
ElEE) switch on, switch sth on; turn on, turn sth 
on 2 if a supply of gas, water, electricity, etc, 
shuts off or sb/sth shuts it off, it stops flowing: 
'The water shuts off automatically when the tank 
is full, o A valve shuts off the gas when the lid is 
closed. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 


► 'shut-off n 1 a device that stops sth working or 
stops power, water, gas, etc. from flowing: a shut¬ 
off valve 2 a period when power, water, gas, etc, 
is prevented from flowing; a shut-off of the water 
supply 

.shut sb/sth 'off (from sth) to keep sb/sth separ¬ 
ate from other people or things: A range of moun¬ 
tains shuts Bosnia off from the Adriatic, o The 
kitchen area could be shut off from the rest of the 
room. 

^v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.shut yourself 'off (from sb/sth) to deliberately 
separate yourself physically or socially from 
other people: Af ter her son died , she just wanted 
to shut herself off from the ivorld. 

ME> cut yourself off (from sb/sth) 

<fy v + pron + adv 

.shut sb ‘out 1 (also .shut sb 'out of sth) to ref¬ 
use to allow a person to share your thoughts, feel¬ 
ings or activities; Don’t shut me out (- Tell me 
about your problems) — I want to help you . o,/ 
was shut out of the decision-making process, o 
When he saw her with the baby he felt shut out. 
MS) exclude sb ( more formal) 2 (AmE, infor¬ 
mal) to stop an opponent from scoring in a game 
or contest: They shut out the Mets in their last- 
game. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
1 also v + n/pron + adv + prep 

► 'shut-out n (AmE, informal) a game in which 
one team does not score 

.shut sb/sth out; .shut sb/sth 'out of sth to 

stop sb/sth from entering a place: He closed the 
door firmly shutting us out of die room, o I drew 
the curtains to shutout the light. 

Idflj light, noise 
<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.shut sth 'out; .shut sth out of sth to stop 
yourself from having particular feelings or from 
thinking about particular things: She tried to 
shut out all the painful memories. 

HI pain, memories block sth out, block 
sth out of sth 

^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.shut yourself out; .shut yourself 'out of 

sth to be unable to enter your home because you 
have closed the door and left your keys inside: 
I've shut myself out of the house again! 

MS) lock yourself out, lock yourself out of sth 
<!► v + pron + adv + v + pron + adv + prep 
.shut 'up (spoken, informal) used to tell sb rudely 
to stop talking or making a noise: Shut up and go 
away! o If you d shut up, I could hear what she '$ 
saying. 

MH) belt up (BrE) 

<b v+adv 
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.shut sb up (informal) \x> make sb stop talking or 
making a noise: I couldn't shut the kids up! 

<£> v+n/pron + adv 

shut sb/sth up (in sth), shut yourself up (in 

sth) to keep sb/sth in a place and prevent them 
from going anywhere; to stay in a room and not 
go out: He had been shut up in a cell for ten years, 
o Shut the dog up in the shed, o My father used to 
shut himself up with his books for days. 

<t> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

.shut sth up (especially BrE) to close a room, 
house, etc. and not use it for a period of time: We 
shut, the summer house up for another year. 

MH> close sth up 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
3333 shut up 'shop (BrE, informal) to close a busi¬ 
ness permanently; to stop working for the day: 
it s time to sh ut up shop and go home. 

shy /Jai/ (shies, shying, shied, shied /jaid/) 

Shy a way (from sth/from doing sth) to avoid 
doing sth because you are nervous or frightened: 
She shies away from close friendships, o Don't 
shy away from, saying what you think. 

<•> v+adv 

SiC ( also sick) ,'sik/ (-cc-) 

sic sth on sb (AmE, informal) to tell a dog to 
attack sb: Back off or I’ll sic the dog on you. 

GO dog WE> set sth on sb (BrE) 

<*> v + n/pron + prep 

sick sik, 

,sick sth 'up (BrE, informal) to bring food up 
from the stomach: The baby sicked, up her milk. 
SOtS) throw sth up: vomit sth (moreformal) 

<£> v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

sick sth on sb (AmE, informal) = sic sth on sb 

sicken /'sikan/ 

'sicken for sth (BrE) (usually used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) to show signs that you may be becom¬ 
ing ill/sick: I feel as if I’m sickening for something, 
o You look as if you ’re sickening for flu. 

)' 5 Tn> go down with sth; get sth 
v+prep 

side /said/ 

side with sb (against sb) to support sb in an 
argument, a dispute, etc: The children always 
sided with their mother (against their father). 

<£• v+prep 

sidle /'saidl/ 

sidle over/'up (to sb) to approach sb in a shy, 
uncertain or secret way: She sidled up to him and 
whispered in his ear. 

<$> v+adv 


sift /sift/ 

sift sth from sth; sift sth out from sth to 

separate sth, usually sth you want, from a group 
of things: to sift (out) the goodfrom the bad 
<*> v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + adv + n + prep • 
v+n/pron + adv + prep 

.sift sth 'out to separate sth, usually sth you do 
not want, from a group of things: We need to sift 
out unsuitable applications, o He helped me sift, 
out the bad songs Ed written. 
v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
,sift 'through sth (for sth) to carefully examine a 
large amount of sth in order to find sth import¬ 
ant or decide what is useful and what is not: / 
sifted, through his papers for clues, o The judges 
sifted through 8000 entries and finally picked the 
winner. 

PITH Sift through sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: This pile of reports needs to be sifted through 
by the end of this week. 

<$> v+prep 

sign /sain/ 

.sign sth a'way to give up your rights, property, 
etc. by signing a document: The artist lost mil¬ 
lions by signing away his rights to the cartoojx 
character he created. 

[5ED rights 

<|> v+adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
sign for sth 1 to sign a form, etc. as proof that 
you have received sth: The postman asked me to 
sign for the packet iram Sign for sth can be used 
in the passive in this meaning: This letter hasn’t 
been signed for. 2 if a football player signs for a 
club, he formally agrees to play for that team: 
When did Cantona sign for United? 

<$> v + prep 

.sign 'in; .sign sb in to write your name or the 
name of a guest when you arrive at an office, a 
club, etc: All visitors must sign in on arrival o 
You have to be signed in by a mem her. 

ElED sign out. sign sb out 

+ adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.sign off 1 (BrE) to end a letter, a postcard, etc: 
I’ll sign off now and post this. 2 to end a broad¬ 
cast by saying goodbye or playing a piece of 
music: Ell sign off' with a reminder to tune in 
again tomorrow. 
v + adv 

sign sb off (BrE) to say officially that sb is too 
ill/sick to work for a particular period: The doc¬ 
tor signed him off for a week. [?M1 doctor 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.sign sth off (BrE) to give your formal approval 
to sth, by signing your name: She signed off all 
the invoices. 

<*> v+adv+n ♦v+n/pron+adv 


sign off on sth (AmE. informal) to express 
your approval of sth formally and definitely: The 
President hasn’t yet signed off on this report. 
v+adv + prep 

.sign 'on 1 (BrE, informal) to sign a form stating 
that you are unemployed so that you can receive 
payment from the government: He had to sign on 
when the factory closed. 2 ( old-fashioned, AmE) to 
announce the start of broadcasting for the day: 
This is Jack Grainger signing on. 

<$> v + adv 

.sign on; sign sb on -sign up,sign sb up Eric 
has been signed on for the team as goalkeeper, o 
Shall I sign you on for the painting class? o l tried 
to sign on as a medical assistant. 

.sign 'out; .sign sb out to write your name or the 
name of a guest when you leave an office, a club, 
etc: Don't, forget to sign ou t when you go. o You must 
sign your guests out when they leave the club. 

Jqpp) sign In, sign sb In 
<$> v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.sign sth 'out to sign a document to say officially 
that sth can be removed from a place or that you 
have taken it: There is no record of the file being 
signed out again. 

<f> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.sign sth 'over (to sb) to give your rights or prop¬ 
erty to sb else by signing a document: He signed 
the house over to his da lighter. 

<$> v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.sign up; .sign sb up (also sign on. sign sb 
'on less frequent) 1 (with/for sb) to sign a docu¬ 
ment saying that you agree to work for sb, play 
for their team, etc.: to persuade sb to do this: 
She’s signed up with an employment agency, o 
We’ve signed up three new players, o Who has 
been signed up to star in the new movie? 2 (for sth) 
to arrange to do a course of study by adding your 
name or sb else's name to the list of people doing 
it: I’ve signed up for a pottery course, o Shall I 
sign you up for the workshop too? 3 to agree to 
become a member of the armed forces: to per¬ 
suade sb to do this: He tried to sign up when he 
was only fifteen. 

<3>v + adv ♦ v+adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

silt /silt/ 

.silt up; slit sth up to become blocked with 
sand, mud, etc. that has been brought by flowing 
water; to block sth in this way: The old harbour 
has silted up. o Mud is silting up the stream. 

<3> v + adv ♦ v+adv+n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 

simmer /sim9(r)/ 

.simmer 'down ( informal) to become calm after 
a period of anger, excitement, violence, etc: Just 
simmer down and we ’ll discuss this calmly. 

cool down, calm down 

<f> v + adv 


Sing /snj/ (»ang /saeg/, sung /SAQ/') 

.sing a long (with sb/sth), .sing a long (to sth) 

to sing together with sb who is already singing 
or while a record, radio, or musical instrument 
is playing: He sang along with the CD. o We sang 
along to all the songs. 
v + adv 

► singatong n an informal occasion at which 
people sing songs together: We had a great sing- 
along in the pub last night. 

sing out: sing sth out to sing or say sth 
clearly and loudly: Sing out so that everyone can 
heat: o If you need anything, just sing out. 

♦ adv ♦ v+adv + speech ♦ v + adv+n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv 

sing up (BrE) to sing more loudly: Sing up, / 
ain’t hear you. 
v + adv 

single/'sujgi/ 

.single sb/sth out (for sth/as sb/sth) to choose 
sb/sth from among a group for special comment 
or treatment: They singled her out for particular 
praise, o He was singled out as the best student. 
rcpna Single sb/sth out is often used in the pas¬ 
sive: Why had Aid.au been singled out for special 
treatment? 

<*> v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

Sink/siQk/(sank/saeqk/sunk/SAi 3 k/)or (less 
frequent sunk, sunk) 

sink back (into sth) to move or fall backwards, 
or lie down, especially when you are feeling 
tired: She sank back into her chair, o He sank 
back against the pillows, exhausted. 

<*> v + adv 

sink ’in; .sink into sth 1 (of liquids) to go down 
into another substance: Apply the moisturiser 
and let it sink in. o The rain sank into the dry 
ground. 2i™> be absorbed (into sth) 2 (of 
words, etc.) to be fully understood or realized: 
It took a whilefor the news to sink in. o He paused 
to let his nurds sink into her brain. [subO] words, 
news, meaning 
0 v + adv 

nan be sunk in sth to be in a state of unhappi 
ness or deep thought: She just sat there, sunk in 
thought. 

sink into sth to go gradually into a less active, 
happy or pleasant state: She sank into a deep 
sleep, o He sank deeper into depression. 

G&3 depression M) descend into sth (more 
formal ) 

<*> v+prep 

sink into sth; sink sth into sth to go deep 
into sth solid; to make sth sharp do this: Sharp 
teeth sank into his arm. o The dog sank its teeth 
into my leg. 

< 5 > v+prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
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.sink sth 'into sth to spend a lot of money on a 
business or an activity, for example in order to 
make money from it in the future: We sank all 
our sa vings into the new company. 

[QjyJ a fortune >sr*0 plough sth into sth 

<j> v +n/pron + prep 

Sip/sip/(.ppO 

'sip at sth to drink sth slowly, taking a very small 
amount each time: She sipped at her coffee. 

@>3 drink 
0 v + prep 

siphon <i also syphon) / 'saifh/ 

.siphon Sth 'off (from sth) ( informal ) to move 
money or resources from one place to another, 
usually illegally: She siphoned off profits into her 
own bank account. 

dill money, funds 5HD divert sth (moreformal) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

sit /sit/ (sitting, set, sat /sect/) 

sit a round: sit a round sth (BrE also sit 
a'bout/'round, sit a bout/ round sth) to spend 
time sitting down doing very little: Em far too 
busy to sit around here all day. o We sat about 
talking for most of the morning, o All we could do 
was sit around and wait o They were sitting 
around the house chatting. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,sit 'hack 1 to sit or lean comfortably in a chair: 
He sat back in h is chair and closed his eyes. 2 (and 
do sth) to relax, especially by not getting too 
involved in or anxious about sth: Now all the 
work’s done we can sit back and enjoy things! o 
Are you going to sit back arid let me do everything? 
<$► v + a dv 

.sit 'by to do nothing to stop sth bad or unpleasant 
happening: l’m mi going to sit by and let an inno¬ 
cent man go to jail 

MH> stand by 

0 v + adv 

.sit 'down t to lower your body until you are sit¬ 
ting on a chair, etc: Please sit down! o We sat 
down on the sofa, o When everyone was sitting 
down , he began. -+ see also si r yourself down 2 
(and do sth) to give time and attention to sth in 
order to try to solve a problem or achieve sth: 
We’ve never actually sat down and talked the 
problem through. 
v+adv 

► 'sit-down n 1 [CJ a strike, demonstration, pro¬ 
test. etc. involving people sitting down and refus¬ 
ing to leave a place: to stage a sit-down o a 
sit-down protest 2 [sing.] (BrE, informal) a short 
rest while sitting: / need a sit-down. 


.sit sb down to help or persuade sb to sit down 
either for a rest or to discuss sth: She sat him 
down in front of the fire, o We need to sit him 
down and explain the situation. 

EEB9 Sit sb down is not used in the passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

,sit yourself 'down (informal ) to lower your 
body until you are sitting on a chair, etc: Come in 
and sit yourself down. 

-4 sec also sit down 1 
<£> v + pron + adv 

’sit for sb/sth to be a model for an artist or a pho¬ 
tographer. She sat for some of the most famous 
artists of her day. 

<*> v + prep 

,sit 'in (on sth) to attend a meeting, a class, etc. to 
watch it, not to take part: I was allowed to sit in on 
the meeting, o I sat in on some English classes. 

Q v + adv 

► sit-in n a form of protest in which people ref¬ 
use to leave a factory a building, etc: Workers 
decided to stage a sit-in. 

,sit 'in for sb to dosb'sjob or perform sb's duties 
while they are away : The chief reporter often sat 
in for George as editor. 

HZS) stand In for sb 
<§> v+adv + prep 

'sit on sth 1 to be a member of a group of people 
such as a committee: How many people sit on the 
committee? o My mother sat on the jury during a 
famous murder trial. EsSl committee, council 2 
(informal) to do nothing about a letter, report, 
etc. that sb has sent you: They've been sitting on 
my applicationfor a month now. 

& v + prep 

B sit on the ’fence to avoid becoming involved 
in deciding or influencing something: You can’t 
go on sitting on the fence hying not to upset any¬ 
body. (be) sitting on a fortune/gold m\n» (infor¬ 
mal) to own sth very valuable, often when you do 
not realize it: His paintings are in great demand, 
jf you have am, you could be sitting on a gold mine. 

,sit 'out to sit outside somewhere rather than inside: 
It's too cold now to sit out. o Let s si t out on the balcony. 
^ v + adv 

,sit sth 'out 1 to not take part in a dance, game or 
other activity: I think Pm going to sit this one out. 
I°bj] dance 2 to stay in a place and wait for sth 
unpleasant or boring to finish: to sit out a reces- 
sionislumpiwar o We 1.1 just have to sit it out here 
until things improve. 

CSSS Sit sth out is not used in the passive. 

^ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 

'sit over Sth to have a meal or a drink in a slow 
relaxed way: We sat over breakfast and planned 
the day ahead. 

[M3 breakfast, dinner, etc. 

0 v + prep 


,slt 'round; ,sit 'round sth (BrE) sit around, 

SIT AROUND STH 

'sit through sth to stay until the end of a per¬ 
formance, speech, meeting, etc. that you think is 
boring or too long: We had to sit. through a whole 
dinner without a cigarette, o 1 can 1 sit through 
four Hours of Shakespeare! 
v + prep 

,stt 'up 1 to be or to move yourself into a sitting 
position, tor example, from lying down: He sat 
up, turned the light on. and looked at his watch, o 
Do you feel well enough to sit up yet? 2 to not go to 
bed until later than usual: We sat up late watch¬ 
ing a movie. W. H> stay up 3 (and do sth) to sud¬ 
denly give your attention to sth: We need an 
advert that will make people sit up and take 
notice, o This will make them sit up and listen . 

^ v + adv 

► 'sit-up n an exercise in which you move from 
lying down to a sitting position: / do about sixty 
sit-ups a day. 

,sit sb 'up to move sb from lying to a sitting pos¬ 
ition: She sat the baby up in the pram, 

Q v+n/pron + adv 

size /saiz/ 

size sb/sth 'up (informal) to form a judgement 
or an opinion of sb/sth: The two opponents were 
sizing each other up. o I sized up the situation 
very quickly. 

EUa situation ME) sum sb/sth up (as sb/sth) 

<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

skate /skoit/ 

.skate over/a'round sth (BrE also .skate 
'round sth) to talk about sth difficult or embar¬ 
rassing quickly, without giving attention to 
details: She skated over the next part of her story. 
v + prep 

sketch /sketjv 

.sketch sth In 1 to give more information or 
details about sth: He sketched in the background 
to the case, o I’ll sketch in the details later for you. 
o You need to sketch in his character a little more. 
IMS background, history 2 to add sth to a draw¬ 
ing quickly or roughly: She sketched in a few 
more trees, o (sketched in the outline of the house, 
<$► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.sketch sth 'out 1 to draw all the main features 
of sth without showing exact details: He sketched 
out some preliminary designs. 2 to give a brief 
general description of a plan or an idea: She 
sketched out the plots of her novels in an exercise 
book. ME) outline sth (moreformal) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


skim /sknn/ (-mm-) 

,skim sth 'off 1 to remove a substance such as fat 
from the surface of a liquid: Skim off the fat and 
reheat the stew. 2 to take the best part of sth for 
yourself, often in an unfair or dishonest way: 
Shes been skimming off a percentage of the 
profits for years. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

skim 'through sth to read sth very quickly in 
Older to get a general impression or to find a par¬ 
ticular point: Ionly had time to skim through the 
report, o He skimmed through the article trying 
to find his name. 

IPbji book, Jotter 
v + prep 

skimp /skimp/ 

'skimp on sth to spend less money or time on sth 
than is normal or necessary: Older people 
shouldn’t skimp on food or heating: 

ME> hold back on sth 

<§► v + prep 

Skip /skip/ (-pp-) 

skip 'off (BrE) (also ,sklp ’out AmE, BrE) (infor¬ 
mal) to leave a place secretly or suddenly, espe¬ 
cially for a dishonest reason, for example to 
avoid paying for sth: They skipped off without 
paying. 
v + adv 

.Skip 'out on sb/sth (AmE. irtformal) lo leave sb, 
especially when they need you, or when you have 
a responsibility towards them; to try to avoid a 
difficult situation by leaving a place: He just 
skipped out on his wife leaving her with four kids 
to take care of o He was found 12 years after he 
skipped out on drugs charges. 

run out on sb (especially BrE) 

^ v + adv + prep 

skirt /sk3:t;/lm£sk3irt/ 

.skirt a round sth (BrE also .skirt round sth) 1 

to be or move around the edge: We skirted around 
the pond and crossed the bridge. 2 to avoid dis¬ 
cussing or dealing with a difficult or embarrass¬ 
ing subject: She tactfully skirted around the 
subject of money. [MB subject, question EFH3 
Skirt around/round sth can be used in the pas 
sivc in this meaning: The issue was skirted 
around for years, 

EES0 Skirt sth is also used with both these 
meanings: the road that skirted the lake o to skin 
lawslduties. 
v + prep 
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skive /skarv/ 

.skive 'off; .skive 'off sth (BrE, informal ) to 
avoid work or school by staying away or leaving 
early: Jean skim off for a few hours, o I decided to 
skive off school and tell my mum I had a bad 
headache. 

school, work M™> bunk off, bunk off sth 

(j BrE) 

CSH3 Skive can also be used, but not skive sth: 
Where's Tom? I expect he’s skiving again! 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Slack :skek/ 

.Slack 'off to do sth more slowly or work less hard 
than before: We can’t slack off until everything is 
finished. 

Mff) ease off 
v + adv 

slacken /'siaskan/ 

.slacken 'off to become less busy or active: 
We ’ve been really busy, but th ings are starting to 
slacken off now. 

& v + adv 

Slag /slaeg/ (-gg-) 

.slag sb/sth ’off (BrE, slang ) to criticize sb/sth in 
a cruel, unkind way: He’s always slagging his 
brother off. 

run sb/sth down (BrE), cut sb/sth down 

(AmE, more formal) 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

slam /stem/ (-mm-) 

.slanrt a gainst sb/sth; .slam sb/sth a'gainst 

sb/sth = SLAM INTO/AGAINST sb/sth. slam 
sb/sth into/against sb/sth 
,slam sth 'down (on/onto sth) to put sth down 
with a lot of force, especially when you are angry: 
She slammed the book down on the table, o / 
slammed down the phone (= put the receiver down 
and ended the phone conversation) in a rage. 

ISIS phone, receiver 

+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.starn into/a gainst sb/sth; .slant sb/sth 
'into/a'gainst sb/sth to crash, or to make sth 
crash, into sth with a lot of force: The jeep 
slammed into the wall, o In the crash she was 
slammed against, the back of the seat. 
v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.slam sth 'on if you slam on the brakes of a 
vehicle, you press your foot very hat'd on the 
brake and make the vehicle stop very quickly: A 
child suddenly ran out into the road and 1 had to 
slam on the brakes. 

Si only brakes MB) jam sth on 
<3»v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 


Slap /sleep/ (-pp-> 

slap sb a bout/a round ( informal » especially 
BrE) to hit sb regularly or often, used especially 
of a man hitting a woman: He used to come back 
drunk and slap his wife around. 

HIED knock sb around 
v + n/pron + adv 

.slap sb ’down (informal) to criticize sb or their 
ideas or suggestions in an unfair way, often in 
public: He tried to object , but was immediately 
slapped down, o If you ask a question, she just 
slaps you down. 

MB) cut sb down (AmE) 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.Slap Sth ‘down (on/onto sth) to put sth onto a 
surface in a quick and often noisy way especially 
because you are angry': He slapped down a copy of 
the book on the table. 

Q v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.slap sth 'on; ’slap sth on sb/sth (informal) to 
announce suddenly that sb must have a punish¬ 
ment, obey a new rule etc., often when this is 
unfair: Judges have been slapping on longer 
prison sentences. o The government slapped a 
new tax on high earners. 
v +n/pron + prep 

.slap sth ’on; .slap sth on/’onto sth (infor¬ 
mal) to spread a substance on a surface quickly 
and carelessly: I’d better slap some make-up on 
before I go out, 

1213} paint, make-up 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.slap sth on sth (informal) to increase the price 
of sth suddenly: They've slapped 50p on the price 
of cigarettes. 

<£- v + n/pron + prep 

.slap sth 'onto sth = slap sth on, slap sth 

ON/ONTO STH 

slash y'slsej/ 

'slash at sb/sth (with sth) to attack sb violently 
with a knife, etc. and try to cut them/it: He 
slashed at his opponent’s face with a knife . 
v + pnep 

slave /slerv/' 

.Slavs away (at sth) (usually used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses ) used to emphasize how hard you are 
working, especially when you think people do 
not recognize this or feel grateful: I’ve been slav¬ 
ing away all day trying to get this work finished. 

& v + adv 

sleep /sli:p/ (slept, slept /slept/) 

.sloop a round (informal, disapproving ) to have 
sex with many different partners 
^ v + adv 


.sleep ‘in to remain in bed longer than usual in 
the morning: She usually sleeps in on Sundays. 
MB) tie i n(BrE, informal) 
rasna Compare oversleep, which means to sleep 
longer than you intended. 

^ v + adv 

.Sloop Sth 'off to get better after sth, especially 
drinking too much alcohol, by sleeping; He’s still 
sleeping off yesterday’s hangover, o Go home and 
sleep it off. 

$ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

'sleep on sth to delay making a decision about 
sth until the next day so that you can think about 
it: Sleep on it and let me know tomorrow. 

& v + prep 

.sleep 'out to sleep outdoors: We slept out most 
nights when we were in Greece. 

&v + adv 

sleep ‘over to stay the night at sh else’s home: 
The kids are sleeping over with friends, o It’s very 
late now—why don 'tyou sleep over? 

EEXE Compare oversleep, which means to sleep 
longer than you intended. 

^ v + adv 

► sleepover n a party for children or young 
people when a group of them spend the night at 
one house 

.sleep 'through sth to not be woken up by sth 
such as a loud noise or a lot of activity: She slept, 
right through the thunderstorm, o I’m afraid I 
slept through the alarm, o Did he sleep through 
the whole incident? 

^ v + prep 

'sleep together; 'sleep with sb (informal) to 
have sex with sb, especially sb you are not mar¬ 
ried to: They have been sleeping together for 
months now. 

<3> v + adv * v + prep 

slice /slats / 

.slice sth 'off; .slice sth off sth 1 to remove a 
thin piece of sth from sth larger by cutting: The 
top of his finger was sliced off in an accident, o 
She sliced a piece of meat off the join t. 2 to reduce 
sth by a particular amount: He sliced two seconds 
off the world record. 

<*>• v + adv + n * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.slice 'through sth (especially BrE) to pass 
through sth very easily: The axe sliced through 
the wood like butter, o (figurative) He sliced 
through all my objections, 

0 v + prep 

.slice sth 'up to cut sth into flat thin pieces: 
Would you slice the cucumber up? 

4fy v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


slick /siik/ 

.slick sth back/'down if you slick your hair 
back/down you make it He flat by putting oil, 
water, etc. on it: His hair was slicked back, o He 
still slicks down his hair with oil. 

1513 hair 

ERna Slick sth down is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Sliltl /slim/ (-mm-) 

.slim 'down to become thinner, for example as a 
result of eating less: She slimmed down to SO kilos 
before her wedding. 

MB) trim down 

v + adv 

.slim down; .slim sth down to make sth, such 
as an organization or a company, smaller by 
employing fewer people, reducing the amount of 
work done, etc: The coal industry has had to slim 
down, o The firm had to slim down its workforce. 
o a slimmed down curriculum 
HUD trim down, trim sth down 
<£► v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

slip /slip/ (-pp-) 

.slip a'way 1 ( also .slip 'off) to leave quietly with¬ 
out attracting attention: I slipped away to my 
room to write some letters, o He managed to slip 
off alone for an hour. 2 (also .slip l by) if a period 
of time slips away, it passes more quickly than 
you realize: She could see her childhood slipping 
away, o The afternoon slipped away. 3 (from sb) 
to disappear; to die or to stop existing: He. slipped 
away (= died) peacefully during the night o 1felt 
the game was slipping away from me (= I was los¬ 
ing). 

<£► v + adv 

.slip 'by 1 --= slip away 2 Time just seemed to slip by. 
2 if an opportunity etc. slips by, it passes and 
you do not use it: I try never to let a chance to 
travel slip by. 

4$ v + adv 

.Slip sth In; .slip sth Into sth to add sth to a 

speech, conversation or written text quickly or 
secretly: He usually slips a couple of jokes into his 
lectures, o She slipped in a few comments about 
her boyfriend. 

v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.slip 'into sth 1 to put clothes on quickly and eas¬ 
ily: I’ll just slip into something more comfortable. 
@13 dross, shoes, etc. ElED slip out of sth see 
also slip sth off; slip sth on 2 to pass into a 
particular state or situation, especially a diffi¬ 
cult or unpleasant one: The patient slipped into a 
coma, o The economy has slipped into recession. 
ioeTI coma, steep, recession, debt 
v + prep 

.Slip 'off = SLIP AWAY 1 
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.slip sth 'off to take clothes or shoes off quickly 
and easily: She slipped her shoes off by the door, o 
Slip off your coat and I'll make some tea. 
lo&jI coat, shoes, etc. EiEE> slip sth on 
-» see a/so sup into sth; slip out of sth 
^►v + n/pran+adv * v + adv+n 

.slip sth 'on to put clothes or shoes on quickly 
and easily: Hold on, / 7/ just slip my coat on, then 
Vll be ready. 

1213 shoes, jacket, etc. IMH) slip sth off 

see also sup into sth; slip out ok sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► 'slip-on n [usually pi.] a shoe that you can put 
on and take off quickly and easily without hav¬ 
ing to tie or fasten anything: a pair of cheap slip- 
ons o slip-on shoes 

Slip 'out (informal) if sth slips out, you say it 
when you do not intend to: I didn't mean to tell 
him it just slipped out 

v + adv 

.Slip 'out of Sth to take off clothes quickly and 
easily: She slipped out of her clothes and got into 
the shower, 

[MU clothes, dress, etc. 1WE> slip Into sth 

seea/sosup sth off; sup sth on 

<$► v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 

.slip 'over to slide a short distance and fall: He 
slipped over on the ice and broke his leg ; 

^ v + adv 

.slip through; .slip 'through sth if sth or sh 

slips through or slips through a system, etc., a 
person or a system fails to find and deal with 
it/them: Mistakes occasionally slip through, a 
Somehow he slipped through the company's 
screening process. 

&v + adv * v + prep 

039 (let sth) slip through your fingers if sb/sth 
slips through your fingers, you fail to keep or 
use it/them: The thief had slipped through their 
fingers yet again, o You've wasted your time at 
college and let your chances slip through your fin¬ 
gers. slip through the 'net when sb/sth slips 
through the net, an organization or a system 
fails to find them and deal with them: We tried to 
contact all the former students, but some slipped 
through the net. 

.slip 'up (over sth) (informal) to make a careless 
mistake: I slipped up over the date of the meeting, 
o He slipped up in his calculations, o We slipped 
up there , didn't we? 

0 v + adv 

► slip-up n (informal) a careless mistake: One 
small slip-up could cost us the election, 

slob /slob; AmE skub/ (-bb-) 

.slofo a round/ out; t sl©b a round sth (BrE, 
skmg) to spend time being lazy and doing noth¬ 
ing: We just slabbed out in front of the telly last 
night o Are you going to slob around in your 


pyjamas all morning? o I decided to slob around 
the campsite instead of going swimming. 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

slog /slog; AmE sla :g/ <-gg-) 

,slog a way (at sth) (informal) to work hard and 
steadily at sth. especially a boring or difficult 
task, for a long time: He slogged away at that 
rejjonfor weeks. 

<!► v + adv 

.slog it ’out (BrE, informal) - slug it out 

,slog 'through sth ( informal ) to work hard and 
steadily at sth, especially a boring or difficult 
task, for a long time: 1 seem to have been slogging 
through this book for weeks. 
v + prep 

slop /slop; AwEskup/ (-pp-) 

.slop a'boufcaround 1 (in sth) (of a liquid) to 
move around in a container, often so that some 
liquid comes over the edge: Water was slopping 
about in the bottom of the boat. YME) slosh 
around/about 2 (in sth) to move around in water, 
mud, etc: She slopped around in the cooling water 
Isvk) slosh around/about 3 (BrE, informal , dis¬ 
approving) to spend time relaxing or being lazy: 
She used to slop around all day in old jeans and 
sweatshirts. WE) slouch about/around (BrE), 
hang around 
v + adv 

.slop ‘out (BrE) when prisoners slop out, they 
empty the containers that they use as toilets 
^ v + adv 

.slop over: .slop 'over sth (of a liquid) to move 
around in a container so much that some liquid 
comes out over the edge: Some tea had slopped 
over into the saucer: o Water slopped over the edge 
of the bath. 

v + adv ♦ v + prep 

Slope /slaop; AmE sloop/ 

.slope 'off (BrE, informal) to go away, especially 
without being noticed, in order to avoid doing 
work, talking to sb, etc: He always slopes off if 
there's any work to be done, o Where are you try¬ 
ing to slope off to? 

<§► v + adv 

Slosh /shoj; AmE sla:J7 

.slosh a round ( also .slosh about especially 
BrE) (in sth) {informal) 1 (of a liquid) to move 
around noisily in a container: The water was 
sloshing about in the bucket WYE) slop 
about/around 2 to move around noisily in sth 
liquid: The children were sloshing around, in the 
puddles. 2 sy«> slop about/around 3 (BrE) 


(especially of money) to be present in large 
quantities: There seems to be lots of money slosh¬ 
ing around in professional tennis. 
v + adv 

slot / slot ; AmE ski : t / (-tt-) 

.slot 'in; .slot 'Into sth if sth slots in or slots 
into sth, it fits easily and exactly into a space, 
especially the space made or designed for it: This 
bit slots in neatly just here, o This piece is meant 
to slot into this groove, o (figurative)) 1 didn't 
understand everything at the time . but later it all 
slotted into place. 

see also slot sth in, slot sth into sth 
v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.slot sb/sth 'in to manage to find a time to see sb 
or to do sth: lean slot you in tomorrow at Jour. 
mE> fit sb/sth In 
< 5 ^ v+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.slot sth 'in; .slot sth 'into sth to put some¬ 
thing into a space that is available or designed 
for it: He slotted a coin into the machine, o (fig¬ 
urative) The final pieces of the puzzle had been 
slotted into place and I understand what was 
happening. 

■+see also slot in,six>t into sth 

<3>v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.slot to gether; .slot A and B to gether if 

two things slot together, or sb slots them 
together, they fit together easily and exactly: 
The base comes in two sections that simply slot 
together, o The parts are pre cut, ready to be slot¬ 
ted together. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

SlOUCh /slautj/ 

.Slouch a'bout/a'round; .slouch a'bout/ 
a round sth (BrE, disapproving) to spend time 
relaxing or being lazy: He slouches around all 
day reading comics, o She wasted the day slouch - 
mg about the house. 

HD slop abcut/around (BrE), hang around 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

slough /siAf/ 

.slough sth 'off I: to remove or get rid of a layer 
of dead skin, etc: Slough off dry skin once a week. 
Hvn) shed sth 2 (formal ) to get rid of sth that 
you no longer want: He was not able to slough off 
the memories of the past o Responsibilities are 
not sloughed off so easily. 

0 v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

slow /slaw; AmF. slot)/ 

.slow down; .slow sb/sth down (also .slow 
’up, .slow sb/sth 'up less frequent) 1 to go, or to 
make sb/sth go, at a slower speed: Slow down , l 
can’t keep up with you. o The bus slowed up as it 


approached the junction, o The heat slowed us 
down, o The roadworks are slowing the traffic up 
in the mornings. 2 to be less active or develop 
more slowly; to make sb/sth do this: He looks ill , 
he should slow down, o The economy has slowed 
down, o They claim they can stow up the ageing 
process. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'slowdown n 1 a decrease in the rate of activity 
or production: a slowdown in the economy 2 
(AmE) a protest that workers make by doing their 
work more slowly than usual: The union threat¬ 
ened a slowdown if their demands were not met. 

Slug /siAC]/ (-gg-) 

.slug it ‘out (BrE also .slog It out) (informal) to 
fight; to compete until sb has won: The two corn- 
pan ies slugged it out for their share of the market. 
o The Democrats and the Republicans will be 
slugging it out in Novemlrer. 

^ v + it + adv 

sluice /slius/ 

.sluice sth 'down/'out (especially BrE) to wash 
or clean the surface of sth with large amounts of 
water: They sluice the streets down every morn¬ 
ing. o An attendant was sluicing out the chan¬ 
ging rooms. 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

smack /smsek/ 

'smack of Sth to seem to contain an unpleasant 
attitude or quality: His comments smack of racism. 
v + prep 

smarten /'snwutn; AmE'smmrtn/ 

.smarten up 1 (also .smarten yourself up) to 

make yourself neater, tidier, or more attractive: 
You need to smarten (yourself) up before you go 
out, spruce yourself up 2 (especially AmE) 

to become more clever and aware of things: 
You’ll have to smarten up if you want to pass 
those exams. 

v + adv 1 also v + pron + adv 
smarten sb/sth 'up ( especially BrE) to make a 
person or a place neater, tidier or more attract¬ 
ive: The hotel has been smartened up by the new 
owners, o She did her best to smarten her hus¬ 
band up. 

7s™> spruce sb/sth up 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

smash /smaej/ 

.smash sth 'down to make sth fall by hitting it 
very hal'd and breaking it: The police decided to 
smash the door down. 

M3 door 

<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 





smash in 


270 


271 


soak up 


.smash sth 'in to make a hole in sth or destroy it 
by hitting it very hard: The doll's face had been 
smashed in. o {informal) He threatened to smash 
my hmd in (= hit my head very hard). 

JoH] door, faoe, head ME) bash sth in (infor¬ 
mal especially BrE) 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.smash sth f up to damage or destroy sth by hit¬ 
ting it very hard: .4 hunch of thugs broke in and 
smashed the place up. o He smashed his car up 
last week{~ he had a crash). 
agjj car, things, place 
<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

smell Israeli (smelled, smelled, BrE also 
smelt., smelt /smelt/) 

'smell of sth to have the smell of sth: The baJ)y 
smelled of soap and milk, o Can you put your cig¬ 
arette out? I don 7 want my room smelling of smoke. 
«£► v + prep 

032 come up/out of sth smelling of roses 

(informal) to still have a good reputation, even 
though you have been involved in sth that might 
have given people a bad opinion of you 
.smell sfo/sth ‘out 1 to be aware of fear, danger, 
trouble, etc. in a situation: He could smell out 
weakness in others. 2 (of dogs) to detect sb/sth, by 
smelling: The dogs are trained to smell out drugs. 
>s_yh) sniff sb/sth out 
& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.smell Sth ‘out (BrE) (AmE .smell sth 'up) to fill 
a place with an unpleasant smell: That fish smelt 
the whole house out 

ME) stink sth out {BrE}, stink sth up (AmE) 

<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

smile /srnad/ 

'smile on/upon sb/sth (formal or literary) if 
fortune, fate, etc. smiles on you, you are very 
lucky and successful: Fortune smiled on us that 
night and the plane landed safely. 

see also frown on sb/sth 
0 v + prep 

smoke /smouk; Am E smouk/ 

.smoke sb/sth 'out 1 to make sb/sth come out of 
a place by filling it with smoke: The fire, is used to 
smoke the bees out. 2 to find sb/sth that is causing 
a problem; to make sth that is secret publicly 
known: The police are determined to smoke out 
the leaders of the gang. 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

smooth /smu:5/ 

.smooth sth a'way/ out to reduce or remove 
problems and difficulties: The group was set up 
to smooth away local difficulties, o His anxieties 
were quickly smoothed a way. 

<^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


.smooth sth 'down to make your hair or your 
clothes smooth and Hat with your hands: He 
smoothed down his hair. 

hair, skirt 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.smooth Sth 'out 1 to make sth such as a piece of 
paper or cloth smooth and flat with your hands: 
She tried to smooth out the crumpled letter IqbjI 
wrinkles paper 2 smooth sth away/out We 
are here to smooth out any practical problems for 
you. LQ-3/1 differences, problems 
4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.smooth sth 'over to make a problem or diffi¬ 
culty seem less serious or easier to deal with, 
especially by talking to the people involved: She 
tried to calm her parents down and smooth 
things over. <> The leaders managed to smooth 
over their differences. 

differences, things 
<£> v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

snack /snaok/ 

'snack on sth to oat small amounts of food 
between or instead of meals: It’s healthier to 
snack on fruit rather than chocolate. 

<§► v + prep 

Snap /snaep/ (-pp-) 

.snap ’back(into sth)(AwiE)(j7f/brmaf) =bounce 
back (from sth) After the initial shock, he soon 
snapped back, o She snapped back into her daily 
routine soon after the operation. 

TO recover (from sth) 

<£>v + adv 

.snap sth 'out to say sth in a sharp or unpleasant 
way: The sergeant snapped out an order. 

Blflra Snap sth can be used with this meaning: 

She snapped instructions to the team. 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less fre¬ 
quent ) ♦ v + adv + speech 

.snap out of sth; .snap sb out of sth (infor¬ 
mal) to make yourself, or help sb else, stop feel¬ 
ing upset, in a bad mood, etc.; to wake up from a 
day dream: Come on, Joe. Snap out of it. o She 
was snapped out of her reverie by the sound of the 
door opening. 

& v + adv + prep ♦ v+n/pron + adv + prep 
.snap 'to it (informal) used to tell sb to start work¬ 
ing harder or more quickly: This place has to be 
clean by this evening so snap to it! 
v + prep + it 

.snap sb/sth 'up to buy or seize sth quickly and 
eagerly: Fans quickly snapped up the tickets, o 
(figurative) He was snapped up by United. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


snarl /sncul; AmE sna:rl/ 

,snarl 'up; .snarl sth up if sth snarls up, or sth 
snarls it up, it becomes so confused, twisted, 
etc. that no part of it can move: The dog’s lead got 
snarled up in a bush, o The traffic snarls up at 
( fhat junction every evening, o The accident 
snarled up the traffic for the whole day 

E Snarl sth up is often used in the passive 
with get: The city centre gets snarled up with tour¬ 
ists in the summer. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v +adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
► 'snarl-up n (BrE, informal) a situation in 
which traffic is unable to move 

snatch /snaetJV 

'snatch at sth 1 to try to take hold of sth: She 
snatched at the letter in his hand. 2 (BrE) to take 
an opportunity to do sth eagerly and quickly: 
They snatched at the chance to be happy. 

^ v + prep 

sneak /sni:k/ 

HUP The usual past form is sneaked, but snuek 
is now very common in informal speech in 
American English and some people use it in Br it¬ 
ish English too. However, many people consider 
it incorrect and it should not be used in formal 
writing. 

.sneak 'up (on sb) to approach sb very quietly, so 
that they do not see or hear you until you reach 
them: He loves sneaking up on me to scare me. o 
Shesnuck up behind them and- suddenly shouted. 
& v+adv 

sniff /$mf/ 

.sniff a round: .sniff a round sth/sb (BrE 
also .sniff 'round, .sniff round sth/sb) ( infor¬ 
mal) to go somewhere to try to find secret infor 
mation about sth/sb or to look for a particular 
person or thing: Represen ta t i res from the studio 
were sniffing around for new talent, o It won’t be 
long before the press come sniffing around the 
club. 

4* v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'sniff at sth (informal) to show a lack of interest 
in or respect for sth: At first he sniffed at her for¬ 
eign ways. 

<§► v + prep 

Q323 not to be ‘sniffed at (informal) good enough 
to be accepted or considered seriously: Her 
achievement is not to be sniffed at. 

.sniff sb/sth ‘out 1 (especially of dogs) to find 
sb/sth by smelling: These dogs mn sniff out 
explosives. WdD smell sb/sth out 2 (informal) to 
find information about sb/sth: journalists 
trained to sniff out a sensation or a scandal o 
They're quick to sniff out a deception. TO nose 
sth out 

4^v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 


.sniff 'round; .sniff 'round sth (BrE) = sniff 

AROUND, SNIFF AROUND STH/SB 

SnOW /snao; AmE snoo/ 

be/got .snowed in/ up to be unable to go any¬ 
where or leave a place because of heavy snow: 
We got snowed in for three days. 

4> be/get + v+adv 

be/get .snowed 'under (with sth) to have so 
much work that you have problems dealing with 
it: We’re snowed under with work at the moment 
& be/get + v + adv 

be/get .snowed 'up (£/*£) 1 = re/okt snowed 
in/up 2 (of a road, etc.) to be/become blocked 
with snow: The driveway was still snowed up. 
be/get+v + adv 

Snuff /snvf/ 

.snuff sb ‘out (especially AmE) to kill sb; He was 
snuffed out by the Mafia. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.snuff sth 'out 1 to stop a flame from burning: 
She snuffed out the candles, ipbji candle, flame 
SEES Snuff sth can also be used with this mean¬ 
ing. 2 (written) to suddenly end or destroy sth: A 
moment of mindless violence snuffed out his life. 
o The resolution was quickly snuffed out. Los-i, 
life, hope 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 

snuggle /'snAgi/ 

,snuggle 'down to make yourself warm and 
comfortable in your bed: He snuggled down and 
went to sleep. 

<§► v + adv 

.snuggle 'up (to/against sb/sth), .snuggle 'up 

(in sth) to get into a warm and comfortable pos¬ 
ition close to sb/sth or in sth: She snuggled up to 
him on the sofa, o I’d love to snuggle up in bed 
right now! 

TO) cuddle up (to/against sb) 

4^ v + adv 

SOak /sank; AmE souk/ 

.soak 'in; .soak 'into sth (of a liquid) to pass 
info sth: Apply the oil to the wood, and leave it to 
soak in, o The wine had soaked into the carpet. 
v + adv * v + prep 

.soak 'through; .soak through sth (of a 

liquid) to pass into or through sth: Blood had 
soaked through the bandage. 

<^v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.soak sth 'up 1 to take in or absorb sth, espe¬ 
cially a liquid: Use a paper towel to soak up the 
excess oil. o (figurative) The farmers soak up (- 
use up) £1 billion of government aid a year. SO 
water, debts 2 to absorb sth into your senses, 
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your body or your mind: We walked around the 
town, soaking up the atmosphere. (§51 the sun, 
tiie atmosphere 
>av_«) absorb sth (moreformal) 

v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv (lessfrequent) 

sober /'saoba(r); AmK ’so u-/ 

.sober 'up; .sober sb ’up to become, or to make 
sb, no longer drunk: I decided to walk home to 
sober up. o I need a black coffee to sober me up, o 
(figurative, especially BrE) We all laughed at 
what Liam said, but soon sobered up (~ became 
serious) when m saw his wife's expression. 

<§y v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

sock /sok; AmE&wk! 

,sock sth a way (AmE, informal ) to save money 
by putting it in a bank or by buying shares in a 
company, etc: She already has $500 socked away 
for college, o He socks away half his salary every 
month for the house. 

@3 money 

<§► v+adv + n * v +n/pron + adv 

'sock it to sb (informal or humorous) used to 
encourage sb to do or say sth that will have a 
strong effect, for example before an interview, a 
sports game, etc: You *11 be fine. Just get in there 
and sock it to them. 

USES Sock it to sb is not used in the passive, 
v + tt + prep 

sod ! sod', AmE su:d/ (-dd-) 

,sod ’off (BrE, A, slang) used to tell sb to go away: 
Just sod off and leave me in peacef 
<§> v + adv 

soften /‘sufinjAmfi'sorfh/ 

.soften sb 'up (informal) to try to make sb more 
willing to do sth for you by being very nice to 
them fi rst: 1 know you, you 're just trying to soften 
me up! o They softened the voters up with prom - 
ises they had no intention of keeping. 

Wf*> butter sb up 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.soften sb/sth 'up to make an enemy weaker 
and easier to attack; It'll take more than a few 
bruises to soften him up. o The artillery was used 
to soften up the advancing enemy 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

soldier /'sould 5 a(r); AmE 'soul-/ 

.soldier 'on (with sth) to continue with sth you 
are doing although it is difficult or unpleasant: 
She soldiered on with the course in spite of her per¬ 
sonal problems, o I'm having to soldier on alone 
since Bill left. 
v + adv 


sort jso:t;AmE so:rt/ 

.sort sb 'out (informal especially BrE) to deal 
with sb who has been causing trouble: They sent 
the lads round to sort him out, 

>syn) deal with sb 

<§► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

.sort sb/yourself 'out (BrE, informal) 1 to find 
a solution to sb’s/your own problems, etc: It took 
her months to sort herself out after the divorce, 
o He was so upset it took us an hour to calm him 
down and sort him out. straighten sb/your- 
self out 2 to organize sbor yourself: You load the 
car and I'll sort the kids out. o She s in her room 
sorting herself out for the trip (= packing clothes, 
etc.). 

v + n/pron + adv 

.sort sb 'out with sth (informal especially BrE) 
to provide sb with something they need: I’m. sure 
we can sort you out with some dry clothes. 

<D v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.sort sth 'out 1 to put sth in order; to tidy and 
organize sth: / spent the afternoon sorting out my 
study. SM room, stuff 2 (especially BrE) to organ¬ 
ize or arrange sth: First you have to sort out a 
work permit 3 (especially BrE) to decide on sth: I 
need to sort out what clothes to take with mean the 
trip. £13 details, priorities In this meaning 
sort sth out is usually used with question words 
such as what, where , etc, 4 to solve a problem: 
We’ve, sorted the problem out. SI problem, mess 

5 (from sth) to separate sth from a larger group: 
Sort out the ripe pears from the test o She sorted 
out the clothes that she didn't mar any more. 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► ‘sort-out n (BrE, informal) an act of arranging 
or organizing things in a neat and tidy way and 
getting rid of things you don't want 

.sort itself 'out (especially BrE) if a problem 
sorts Itself out, it stops being a problem with¬ 
out anyone having to do anything: He woke up 
feeling ill, but thought the problem would soon 
sort itself out. 

SD work itself out 
v + pron + adv 

.sort 'through sth to look through a number of 
things either in order to find a particular thing 
or to put them in groups: She sorted through her 
wardrobe for something to wear, o They sorted 
through thousands of old photos. 

6 v + prep 

sound /saond/ 

.sound 'off (about sth) (informal disapproving) 
to express your opinions loudly or in an aggres¬ 
sive way: He should check his facts before sound¬ 
ing off like that. 
v + adv 


.sound sb/sth 'out (about/on sth) to try to dis¬ 
cover sb’s views, opinions, etc, on sth, especially 
in an indirect way: I want to sound him out about 
a possible job. o We should sound out opinions on 
these changes. 

4> v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 

SOUP /sup/ 

soup sth 'up (informal) if you soup up a cat; a 
computer, etc., you make changes to it so that it is 
more powerful or exciting: He makes a living 
buy ing old cars and souping them up. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

► souped-up adj [only before noun] (informal) a 
souped-up car, computer, etc. has been changed 
to make it more powerful or exciting: a souped- 
up Mini 

space /speis/ 

.space 'out; .space sb 'out (slang, especially 
AmE) to be confused, unable to think clearly, or 
not aware of what is happening around you, for 
example as a result of taking drugs; to put sb in a 
state like this: I was supposed to meet her for 
lunch but I spaced out and forgot, o The drugs I 
was taking for my illness spaced me out so I 
couldn't think clearly. 

^►v + adv ♦ v+ n/pron + adv 

► .spaced ‘out adj (slang) confused, unable to 
think clearly and not completely conscious of 
what is happening around you, for example 
because of taking drugs: He sat in the earner 
looking completely spaced out. 

.Space sth 'out to arrange things with a regular 
distance or time between them, especially a 
fairly large amount: Try spacing the words out 
more on the page, o Should I space ou t the baby s 
feeds over 24 hours? 

+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

Spark /spa:k; AmE speerk/ 

.spark sth 'off (informal) to cause something to 
suddenly happen or develop: The incident 
sparked off riots across the country, o His resig¬ 
nation sparked off a polit ical crisis. 

IqbjI riots, debate. Incident, protest, crisis 
W Spark sth is also used with this meaning: 
The TV programme sparked a storm of protest. 

<t> v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ( less 
frequent) 

.Spark 'up if a fire sparks up, it starts to burn 
brightly again alter a period when it was almost 
out; Thefire is still smoking and could spark up at 
any moment, o (figurative) They sparked up (= 
became more lively and interested) when they 
heard the music. 

<$► v + adv 


,spark sth ’up ( informal) 1 if you spark up a 
conversation, a debate, a friendship, etc., you 
start one, often suddenly: I sat down beside Helen 
and tried to spark up a conversation with her, 2 to 
add interest or excitement to sth: Spark up pasta 
dishes with fresh herbs, o Send a card and spark 
up someone's day. > sy n> spice sth up 3 spark up 
sth, spark it/them up to light a fire, etc: (slang) 
Time to spark up a cigarette, o (figurative) There 
is nothing in the book to spark up the reader’s 
interest. BEES A noun must come after up, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and up. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 

speak /spills/ (past spoke /spook; AmE 
spook/spoken /'speokan; AmE 'spoo-/) 

'speak for sb 1 to state the wishes or views of sb; 
to act as a representative for sb; I can’t speak for 
the others, but I'd love to come, o She speaks for a 
whole generation of disillusioned youngsters. 
Tsyh) answer for sb 2 to give evidence to support 
sb in a court of law: Many people spoke for her at 
the trial 
0 v + prep 

m speak for it’s©If/them selves if something 
speaks for itself it is so clear and easy to under¬ 
stand that it does not need to be explained: The 
facts speak for themselves. 

.speak for your self to express your own opin¬ 
ion, although you know that others might not 
agree with you: Speaking for myself Fd prefer 
to go by train, o He speaks for himself when he 
says we need a smoking area. 

<|> v + prep 

fT»m speak for myself/her’setf/hirn'self/them- 
setves to express your opinion yourself, rather 
than sb else doing it for you: I can speak for 
myself thank you! speak for your'self (spoken, 
informal) used to tell sb that sth they have said is 
not time of you: 'We're all tired , ’ 'Speak for your¬ 
self — I'm fine!’ 

be ‘spoken for 1 to be married or to have a part¬ 
ner already: You can forget about him, he's 
spoken for! 2 to be set aside for a particular pur¬ 
pose: Half the money is already spoken for. 

0 be + v + adv 

'speak Of sth (formal or literary) to be evidence 
of sth; to suggest sth: The pictures and orna¬ 
ments in the room spoke of dreams of faraway 
places. 

Q v + prep 

.Speak 'out (against/In favour of/on sth) to say 
what you think clearly and publicly, often criti¬ 
cizing or opposing sb/sth, in a way that needs 
courage: People are no longer afraid to speak out. 
o She spoke out against the regime. 

<§► v+adv 
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► outspoken acjj saying openly exactly what 
you think, even if you know other people will 
disagree or be offended: Her outspoken views 
often get her into trouble . 

.speak ’up 1 used to ask sh to speak louder: 
Please speak up we cant hear you at the Imck. 2 
(for sb/sth/yourself) to say what yon think clearly 
and freely especially to support or defend sb/sth: 
Several players spoke up for their manager, o 
She's learned to speak up for herself o It s time to 
speak up about what, is happening in our schools 
(-- to say we do not like it), 
v + adv 

Speed /spi:d/ (speeded speeded, or sped, 
sped) 

,Spaed a way/ off to leave very quickly usually 
in a vehicle of some kind: The car sped away 
from the house, o She sped off on her hike to get 
help. 

HUH Sped is usually used as the past tense and 
past participle of this verb. 

^ v + adv 

speed 'up; .speed sth up to start to move or 
happen faster; to make sth do this: The train 
started to speed up. o Parking restrictions were 
introduced to try to speed up the traffic . o They 
worked slowly at first , speeding up as they got 
used to it. o The new tool bar on the screen defin- 
itety speeds things up. 

EZEEH Speeded is used as the past tense and past 
participle of this verb. 

& v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

spell /spel/ (spelt, spelt /spelt/ or spelled, 
spelled) 

,spell sth 'out 1 to make sth dear and easy to 
understand; to explain sth in detail: His reasons 
for leaving are spelt out in detail m his letter, o 
Surely ldon’t have to spell it out? (= it should be 
obvious) 2 to say or write the letters of a word in 
the correct order: Could you spell that word out 
for meagain?VJ8B Spell sth is usually used with 
this meaning. 

0 1 v + adv+n * v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (less 
frequent) 

2 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + speech 

Spew /spju:/ 

.spew 'out; .spew sth ‘out to flow out quickly 
in large amounts; to make sth do this: lava spew¬ 
ing out from a volcano o fumes spewed out by cars 
and trucks 

Spew and spew sth are also used with this 
meaning: a volcano spewing clouds of ash 
& v + adv ♦ v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 


.spew ’up; ,spew sth 'up (BrE, slang) to bring 
food from the stomach back out through the 
mouth: He spewed up all over my jacket. 

ME) throw up, throw sth up; vomit, vomit sth 

(more formal) 

& v + adv * v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

spice /spa is/ 

.spice sth 'up to add spice to food in order to give 
it more flavour and make it more interesting: 
Cassero les can be spiced up with a dash of tabasco 
sauce . o (figurative) He exaggerated the details to 
spice up the story. 

jazz sth up (informal), liven sth up 
^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

spiff /sprf/ 

.spiff sb/sth up; .spiff yourself ’up (AmE. 
informal) to make sb/sth/yourself look more 
attract ive: We went home to get spiffed up for the. 
party, o Here are some easy ways to spiff up 
spreadsheets. 

^v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv(/e$s 
frequent) 

spill /spd/ (spilled, spilled, BrE also spilt, spilt 

/spilt/) 

.spill 'out; .spill 'out of sth 1 to accidentally 
flow out of a container: The contents of her bag 
spilled out everywhere, o Water had spilled out 
onto the floor. 2 to come out in large numbers or 
amounts: The. theatre crowds spilled oui onto the 
pavement 0 The children spilled out into the 
yard. MH) pour out, pour out of sth 
^ v + adv 

,spHI ‘out; .spill sth out to tell sb a secret, your 
fears, worries, etc. in a hurried and unplanned 
way: When she storied to speak , the words just 
came spilling out. 0 She spilled out her troubles 
to her parents* 

<§► v+adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.spill 'over (into/to sth) to start in one situation or 
area and then have an effect on another situation 
or in another area: Unrest has spilt over into 
areas outside the city, o Anger spilled over into 
violence at yesterday’s demonstration. 0 Her 
excitement spilled over to the rest of the group. 

0 v+adv 

► overspill n [U1 [sing.] (BrE) people who move 
from a town or city because it is too crowded and 
go and live somewhere else: These towns were 
built to house overspill populations firom the big 
cities. 

► spillover (Cl [Ul 1 something that is too large 
or too much for the place where it starts and 
spreads to other places: a spillover of riots o a 
spillover room for guests and friends ( a room 


where extra guests and friends can go) 2 the 
results and effects of sth that have spread to 
other situations or areas: Other resorts could 
benefit from the spillover (of tourists), o spillover 
effects} benefits 

.Spill 'over; .spill 'over sth to flow over the edge 
of a container that is too full: The water spilled 
over the rim of the glass, o Her tears suddenly 
spilled over (= she started to cry). 0 The goods 
ivere spilling over from the shops onto the pave¬ 
ments. o (figurative) His emotions suddenly 
spilled, over. 

v + adv * v + prep 

Spin /spin/ (spinning, spun, spun /spAn/) 

.spin a round; .spin sb/sth a round (BrEalso 
.spin round, .spin sb/sth round) 1 to turn very 
quickly to face in the opposite direction; to turn 
sb/sth in this way: She jumped when she heard 
her name and spun around to see the speaker: 0 He 
spun her round to face him. 2 to turn round and 
round quickly; to make sth do this: The propeller 
started to spin around. 0 The room seemed to be 
spinning round. 0 to spin a ball/coin 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.spin Off (from sth). .spin sth 'off (from sth) 

{especially BrE, business) to produce a new prod¬ 
uct, material, service, etc. that is connected with 
sth successful that already exists; to be produced 
in this way: Calendars and diaries spinning off 
from familiar books and TV shows are always 
popular, o ‘A Different World’was spun off from 
The Cosby Show \ 0 Their research has spun off 
many useful applications. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(rare) 

► ‘spin-off n 1 an unexpected but useful result of 
an activity that is designed to produce sth else: 
commercial spin-offs from medical research 0 
spin-off effects 2 a product or a book, film/movie, 
etc. that is based on a very successful book, 
fllm/movie or television series: The Cosby Show ’ 
and its spin-off ‘A Different World'o a spin-off 
movie 

.spin sth ’off (esfwciatty AmE , business) to separ¬ 
ate part of a company or an organization from 
the main part in order to form a new one; The 
fast food chain could be spun off as a separate 
company 

^ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

.spin sth ’out to make sth last as long as possible: 
I managed to spin my talk out to an hour. 0 She 
had to spin out her money until pay day. 

<$► v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.spin 'round; .spin sb/sth round (BrE) = spin 

AROUND, SPIN SB/STH AROUND 


spirit /'sprrit/ 

.spirit sb/sth a'way/'off (to sth) to remove 
sb/sth quickly secretly or as if by magic: He was 
spirited away by his friends before the police 
arrived, o An enormous amount of money had 
been spirited a way in only two months. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

spit /spit/ (spitting, spat, spat /spset/ or spit¬ 
ting, spit, spit, especially AmE) 

.spit it ‘out ( sfx>ken ) used to tell sb to reveal a 
piece of information or to say sth when they are 
feeling nervous or unwilling to speak: Come on, 
spit it out / Who did it? 
v + it + adv 

.Spit sth 'out 1 to force sth out of your mouth: It 
tasted so horrible he had to spit U out. 2 to say sth 
very angrily: ‘Men!’ She spat the word out. S 

word 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
2 also v + adv + speech 

spit 'Up; ,splt sth 'up (AmE) if a baby spits up 
or spits sth up, it brings milk back from its 
stomach out through its mouth: Put this cloth on 
your shoulder in case she spits up. 0 Lots of 
babies spit up a bit of milk after feeding. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
Tsyw) vomit, vomit sth; be sick (BrE) 

» spit-up n f U] the milk that a baby brings back 
out of its mouth 

Splash /spinej7 

.splash a'bout(BrE) - splash around 
.splash sth a'bout/a'round ( informal . espe¬ 
cially BrE) to spend money freely or carelessly : 
He splashes his wages about just to impress her. 
^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.splash sth a cross/o ver sth to publish a 
photograph, a news story, etc, in a place where a 
lot of people wiU see it, especially in a news¬ 
paper: The next day her name was splashed 
across all the front pages, o / don’t want my pri¬ 
vate life splashed all over the tabloids. 
grant Splash sth across/over sb is often used in 
the passive, 
v + n/pron + prep 

.splash a round (BrE also .splash a bout) (in 

sth) to move about in water making it fly every- 
where: The children splashed about in the river 
all afternoon. 

«§> v + adv 

.splash sth around - splash sth about/around 
. splash 'down when a spacecraft splashes 
down, it returns to earth and lands in the 
sea/ocean: The capsule splashed down in the 
Pacific. 

< 5 > v + adv 
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► 'splashdown n [C] [U] the return of a space¬ 
craft to earth when it lands in the sea/ocean; 
Splashdown is expected 300 kilometres west of 
Valparaiso . 

.splash 'out (on sth), .splash sth 'out (on/for 

sth) ( informal ) to spend a lot of money on sth: 
She splashed out on a new pair of shoes, o Why 
don't we splash out and go out for a meal? o The 
band splashed out thousands of pounds on new 
equipment, o Don’t splash it all out at oncef 
^ v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
{rare) 

.splash sth 'over sth = splash sth across/ 

OVER Sl'H 

split /split/ (splitting, split, spilt) 

.split a'way/off (from sth), .Split sth 
a'way/'off (from sth) to separate from, or he 
separated from, a large object or a group: The 
branch had split away from the main trunk, o 
The wind split the door away from its frame . o 
Some of the members split away to form a new 
party, o Should the ownership of the rail track be 
split off from the running of the train services? 
v + adv + v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

'Split on Sb (to sb) (BrE, informal) to tell sb in 
authority about sth bad or wrong that sb has 
done: Promise you won't split on me. 

tell on sb 
<$► v + prep 

.split 'up (with/from sb), .split sb 'up (informal) 
to end a relationship or a marriage: to make two 
people stop having a relationship with each 
other: He told me he had split up with his girl¬ 
friend. o The band split up at the height of their 
farm, o My friend is doing her best to split Maria 
and me up. 

HxH> break up (with sb), break sb up 

0 v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.split up (into sth), .split sb/sth up (into sth) if 
a group of people or a family splits up, or sb 
splits it up, the members separate and do not 
stay together: We split up into groups to discuss 
the question, o The class was split up into groups, 
o We got split up in the crowd. 
mm break up, break sb/sth up 
^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.Split sth 'up (into sth) to divide sth into smaller 
parts: The day was split up into 6 one-hour 
classes, o We split the profits up between us. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

spoil /spoil/ (spoiled, spoiled /spoild/. BrE 
also spoilt, spoilt /spoilt/) 

'spoil for Sth (informal) (only used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) to be very eager to fight sb: He was 
spoiling for a fight. 

a fight 

^ v + prep 


sponge /spAnds/ 

.sponge sb/sth 'down to wash sb/sth with a wet 
doth or a soft material: I sponged the coat down to 
remove the mud. o She tried sponging the baby 
down to lower his temperature. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
‘sponge off sb (also 'sponge on sb less frequent) 
( informal, disapproving ) to get money, food, etc. 
from other people, without doing anything for 
them or offering to pay: He's constantly sponging 
off his friends. 
v + prep 

.sponge sth off; .sponge sth 'off sth (espc 
dally BrE) to remove a mark, some dirt. etc. with 
a wet cloth or a piece of a soft material: It was 
impossible to sponge the mark off.ol couldn’t 
sponge the sta in off my dress. 

v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

'sponge on sb = sponge off sb 

SpOUt /spaot/ 

.spout 'off/'on (about sth) (informal, disapprov¬ 
ing) to talk about sth in a boring or annoying 
way; He's always spouting off about the behav- 
iourof young people today, o What are you spout¬ 
ing on a tmd now? 
v+adv 

sprawl /spro:l/ 

.sprawl ‘out to sit or lie down with your arms and 
legs spread out in a relaxed or awkward way: He 
came home and just sprawled out on the sofa. 
mma Sprawl is used more frequently with the 
same meaning: Tom sprawled in the armchair. 

^ v+adv 

spread /spred / (spread, spread) 

.spread 'out 1 to gradually cover a wider area: 
The city has spread out into what used to be coun¬ 
tryside. o The ripples spread out across the water. 
0 (figurative) A bright future spread out before 
him. GEXD Spread is also frequently used with 
this meaning; The fields spread for miles along 
the river. 2 (also .spread yourselves out) to 
move away from others in a group so as to cover a 
wider area: The search party spread out over the 
moor, o Don’t all sit together. Spread yourselves 
out . EEQ3 When this phrasal verb is used with a 
reflexive pronoun, the pronoun is always plural: 
ourselves, yourselves or themselves. 3 (also 
.spread yourself out) to stretch your body or 
arrange your things over a large area: There’s 
mare room to spread out in business class, o Do 
you have to spreadymrself out all over the sofa? 
& 1 v + adv 

2,3 also v + pron + adv 


.spread out; be .spread out to cover a wide 
area: The valley spread out beneath us. o We 
looked down at the city spread out below us. 
gran This verb is often used in descriptions of 
cities, views, etc, ♦ Spread and be spread are 
also frequently used with this meaning: The val¬ 
ley lay spread before us. 

^ v + adv ♦ be + v + adv 

.spread Sth 'out 1 to arrange a group of objects 
on a surface so that you can see them all dearly: 
Spread out all the pieces before you begin the jig¬ 
saw. o All the brochures were spread out on the 
floor. 2 to unfold sth and put it down on a flat sur¬ 
face: They spread the blanket out on the grass, o 
The map had been spread out on the table, 
map, newspaper, blanket 3 to stretch your fin¬ 
gers, arms, etc. so that they are apart: The boy 
spread out his arms, pretending to be an aero¬ 
plane. E0Q] arms, hands EEH3 Spread sth is also 
frequently used with this meaning. 4 (over sth) 
to separate sth into parts and arrange them over 
a period of time or divide them between differ¬ 
ent people: The cost can be spread out over two 
years, o I’ll try to spread out the work evenly, leia 
cost, work >‘5Tw) divide sth (moreformal) 
gran Spread sth (over sth) is also frequently 
used with tins meaning: Payments can be spread 
(over five years). 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.spread yourself 'out spread out 3 
.spread yourselves 'out = spread out 2 

Spring /sprig/ (sprang /spraeq /sprung 
/spr.M}/, AmEalso sprung, sprung) 

'spring for sth (AmE, slang) to pay for sth for 
other people: Til spring for lunch. 
v + prep 

'spring from sth 1 (written) to be caused by sth; 
to start from sth: The idea for the novel sprang 
from a trip to India, o Aggression often springs 
from fear. 2 ( informal ) (usually used in questions) 
to appear suddenly or unexpectedly from some¬ 
where: Where on earth did you spring from? 
v + prep 

'spring Sth on Sb to suddenly do, say or suggest 
sth that people do not expect: I hate to spring this 
on you at such short notice, o They were planning 
to spring a surprise on us. o I didn’t know a thing 
about Rob’s new job until he sprang it on me this 
morning. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

.spring 'up to appear, develop, grow, etc. quickly 
or suddenly: Weeds were springing up every¬ 
where. o Several new cafes sprang up in the area. 
o A cool breeze had sprung up. o New industries 
were springing up all over the country. 

^ v + adv 


Spruce /spru:s/ 

.spruce sb/sth up; .spruce yourself 'up to 

make sb/sth/yourself tidy and clean: We spruced 
up the room with a coat of paint, o He spruced 
himself up for the interview. 

MS) smarten up, smarten yourself up; 
smarten sb/sth up 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent ) 

Spur /spa:(r)/ (-rr-) 

.spur sb 'on (to sth/to do sth) to encourage sb to 
act in a particular way, especially to work harder 
or to try to achieve sth: Her difficult childhood 
spurred her on to succeed, o His parents ' encour¬ 
agement spurred him on to greater efforts, o 
Spurred on by this victory, we went on to win the 
championship, o Their shouts of encouragement 
spurred us on. 

MH> encourage sb 

EEHa Spur sb on is often used in the passive: He 
was spurred on by new hope. * Spur sb followed 
by an infinitive or a phrase beginning with a 
preposition is also used with this meaning: His 
criticism spurred me to try harder. 

& v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

Spurt /spait; AmE sp3:rt/ 

.spurt out; .spurt 'out of sth; .spurt sth 
'out; .spurt sth 'out of sth to come out of sth 

in a sudden or fast stream; to pour out a sudden 
fast stream of liquid or flames: Water spurted out 
Of the hole, o The volcano was spurting out rivers 
of molten lava, 

0 v + adv * v+adv + prep ♦ v + adv+n ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv * v+rv/pron + adv + prep 

Spy /spai/ (spies, spying, spied, spied) 

'spy on sb/sth (also spy upon sb/sth more 
formal) to watch sb/sth secretly: He hired a 
detective to spy on his wife. 
gran Spy on sb/sth can be used in the passive: 
He knew he was being spied on. 

Q v + prep 

.spy sth 'out (BrE) to go somewhere secretly to 
try to find out information: l arrived early to spy 
out the land (= collect information before decid¬ 
ing what do do), o He studied the map and spied 
out the quickest route. 

0v + adv + n*v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

square /skwea{r); AmE skwer/ 

.square sth a way (AmE) to finish dealing with 
sth; to put sth in order: We need to get everything 
squared away before you leave. 
gran Square sth away is often used in the 
passive. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
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square 'off (against sb) (AmE) to fight or to pre¬ 
pare to fight sb: The two candidates will square 
off in a TV debate tomorrow, o Protesting stu- 
den is squared off ago inst police\ 

+ adv 

.square 'up 1 (to sb) (BrE) to stand facing sb as if 
you are prepared to fight or argue with them; 
Ka th put her hands on her hips and squared up to 
him. 2 (to sb/sth) to face a difficult situation and 
deal with it in a determined way: He must square 
up to the reality of being out of work. Ts7n> face 
up to sth 3 (with sb) to pay sb the money you owe 
them: Can 1 leave you to square up with the 
waiter? W3) settle up (with sb) 

<£► v ♦ adv 

'square with sth; 'square sth with sth to 

agree with another fact, idea or situation; to 
make two facts, ideas or situations agree with 
each other: This doesn’t square with what you 
told us earlier, o How do you square your profes¬ 
sion with your religious beliefs? o We must 
remember that the interests of thefarmers need to 
be squared with those of consumers. 

<$>v + prep ♦ v * n/pron +■ prep 

'square sth with sb to get sb's approval before 
you do sth: You’d better square it with rfte boss if 
you want to leave early. 

<$>v + n/pron *► prep 

squash /skwoj; AmE skwa:f, skwsij/ 

,squash ‘in; .squash ’Into sth = squeeze in, 
squeeze (NTO sth Can I squash in?o We all 
squashed into the back of the van. 

.squash sb/sth In; ,squash sb/sth 'into sth 

= SQUEEZE SB/STH IN, SQUEEZE SB/STH INTO STH 
We ca n squash you in. 

.squash sb/sth to gether to press people or 
things tightly together in a small space: people 
living squashed together in terrible conditions 
EEna Squash sb/sth together is usually used in 
the passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv +■ n (rare) 

,squash 'up (against sb/sth). .squash sb/sth 

Up (against sb/sth) ( BrE) - squeeze up, 
squeeze sb/sth ur If we squash up there’ll be 
room for one more, o l toas squashed up against 
Jo in the back of the van. 

squeak /skwi:k/ 

.squeak 'by (AmE, informal) to achieve a suc¬ 
cessful result with great difficulty: We just 
squeaked by in the semi-final. 

& v + adv 

.squeak through; .squeak 'through sth 

( informal) to manage to achieve sth or get a suc¬ 
cessful result with great difficulty: Andrew 
squeaked through the qualifying rounds of the 
championship. 
v + adv ♦ v +■ prep 


squeeze /skwo/ 

.squeeze in; .squeeze 'into sth (a /50 .squash 
In, .squash Into sth) to just manage to fit into a 
small space: The bus was sofull not one more pas¬ 
senger could have squeezed in. 

<$► v +■ a dv ♦ v + prep 

.squeeze sb/sth 'in; .squeeze sb/sth Into 
Sth 1 (also .squash sb/sth 'In, .squash sb/sth 
into sth) to j ust manage 1 0 put sb/sth into a small 
space: Can you squeeze anything else into that 
case? 2 to just manage to fit sb/sth into a short 
period of time: The doctor can squeeze you in on 
Tuesday morning. o All my classes are squeezed 
into four days a week. 

t^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv * n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.squeeze sb/sth out; .squeeze sb/sth out 
of Sth to prevent sb/sth from doing sth or from 
doing business: Small firms are being squeezed 
out by larger companies, o One candidate has 
already been squeezed out of the leadership race. 

crowd sb/sth out. crowd sb/sth out of 
sth: exclude sb/sth (from sth) 
v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + 0 * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.squeeze sth 'out 1 (also .squeeze sth 'out of 

sth) to remove liquid from sth by pressing it 
hard: She squeezed the cloth out. o You’ll need to 
squeeze the juice out of four oranges. 2 (also 
.squeeze sth 'out of sb/sth) to get sth such as 
information or money from sb by putting pres, 
sure on them, threatening them, etc: The govern¬ 
ment will always try to squeeze more money out of 
the taxpayer, o The police squeezed the truth out 
of him. o They finally squeezed some concessions 
out of the employers. 

4> v * n/pron + adv ♦ v+ adv ♦ n • 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.squeeze up (against sth), squeeze sb/sth 
'up (against sth) (also .squash 'up. .squash 
sb/sth up) to move closer towards sb so that you 
are pressed tightly together: There’ll be enough 
room if we all squeeze up a bit. 0 I'll walk — it’s 
better than being squeezed up in the back of the car 
^ v + adv ♦ v +■ n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv * n 

squirrel /'skwirel; AmE 'skwatral/ (-II-, 
AmE-U) 

.squirrel sth a way to put sth, especially money, 
in a safe place so that you can use it later: She had 
money sq uirrelhed a way in various ban k 
accounts. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv *- v + adv + n 
Stack /stask/ 

.stack 'up 1 to increase gradually until there is a 
large pile* a long line, etc: Over the months he just 
let the paperwork stack up. o The traffic quickly 
stacked up behind the bus. pile up 2 
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stand back 


(against sb/sth) (informal) to compare with 
sb/sth: How does this washing powder stack up 
against your usual brand? o Let's try him in the 
team and see how he stacks up. T***) compare 
(with sb/sth) 
v * adv 

.stack 'up; .stack sth 'up if planes stack up or 
are stacked up over an airport there are a lot of 
them flying around waiting to land: Planes 
stacked up at Heathrow after an accident on the 
runway. 

BBS Stack and stack sth are sometimes used 
with this meaning: a queue of planes stacked in 
the air ouer the closed airport 
& v * adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv 

.Stack Sth 'up 1 to arrange things in a tall pile: 
He stacked up the dishes on the draining board. 
223) pile sth up BBS Stack sth is often used 
with this meaning. 2 (AmE, informal) to grad 
ually get more of sth: She's slacking up the col¬ 
lege credits with all of her night classes. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

stake /stetk/ 

'stake sth on sth: stake sth on doing sth to 

risk money or sth very important on the result of 
sth or on sth happening: He staked twenty pounds 
on the favourite (= in horse racing, for example). 
o Several journalists staked their reputation on 
Bush winning the election , o He’ll never let you 
down — I’d stake my life on it. 

$ v + n/pron ♦ prep 

.Stake Sth out 1 to mark the position and the 
limits of a piece of land or an area to show that 
you own it: The male stakes out his territory and 
defends it from other birds. 2 to state your pos¬ 
ition or opinion on sth clearly: The President 
staked out his position on the issue. 3 if police 
stake out a building, they watch it secretly and 
continuously because they think sth illegal is 
happening there: Armed police have been staking 
out the house for two weeks, o The cops had the 
building staked out. 

v ♦ adv *■ ip • v + pron + adv ♦ v + 0 + adv(rare) 

► 'stake-out n a situation when police watch a 
building continuously and secretly because they 
think sth Illegal is happening there: The stake 
out at the house produced nothing. 

stamp /staempy 

'stamp on sth 1 to bring your foot down on sth 
with force: The child stamped on the spider 0 She 
stamped on his foot as hard as she could. o The 
victim had been kicked and stamped on. o A child 
ran out into the road and I had to stamp on the 
brakes. 2 (especially BrE) to control sth or stop 
sth from happening by force: This kind of dis¬ 
obedience must be stamped on at once. 


irana Stamp on sb/sth can be used in the 
passive, 
v * prep 

stamp sth on sth to make sth have an import 
ant effect or influence on sth: She stamped her 
own interpretation on the role, o The new director 
has worked hard to stamp his authority on the 
board, o The date is forever stamped on her 
memory. 

ffim your authority, your mark 

<fk v + n/pron + prep 

.stamp sth 'OUtl to destroy or get rid of sth bad 
or unpleasant by force or with a lot of effort: 
They aim to stamp out drug dealing in schools, o 
The parly chairman is determined to stamp out 
corruption. £13 a problem, drug abuse mn> 
eradicate sth (more format) 2 to put out a fire by 
pressing down on it hat'd with your foot: He 
stamped out the flames before they spread any 
further. 

<£► 1 v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v> adv + n 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + prop + adv ♦ v ■+ n ♦ adv (rare) 

Stand /staend/ (stood, stood /stud/) 


- about 

-In 

-around 

-out 

- aside 

-over 

- back 

-round 

- between 

-up 

-by 

281 -up for 

- down 

- tor 

- up to 


.stand a round; .stand a round sb/sth (also 
(BrE also . .stand a'bout/'round, .stand round 
sb/sth BrE) to stand in a place doing nothing, 
either waiting for sb/sth or with no particular 
purpose: Don’t just stand around watching me. 
give me a hand, o There ivere a few people stand 
ing around the square, o A group of people stood 
around watching. 0 Young men stood about in 
groups, chatting. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prap 

.Stand a'slde 1 to move to one side to let sb/sth 
pass: Stand aside please and let her through. 2 to 
take no part in events: to do nothing: lean 7 stand 
aside and let you waste an opportunity like that. 3 
to stop doing a job so that sb else can do it: It’s 
time he stood aside and let somebody younger take 
his place. 

<$► v + adv 

.stand 'back (from sth) 1 to move a short dis¬ 
tance away from sb/sth: Stand well back from 
the flames. 2 to be situated at a distance from sth: 
The house stands back from the road. 3 to think 
about a situation as if you are not involved in it; 
She found it hard to stajxd back from the situation. 
o This is an opportunity to stand back and think 
about what you have achieved. step back 
(from sth) 

<£► v + adv 






stand between 
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start on 


.Stand be tween A and B to prevent sb from 
doing or having sth, or being In a particular situ- 
at ion: Only three people stood between him and 
the crown (= becoming king), o Your lack of con¬ 
fidence is all that stands between you and a much 
better job. 

0 v + prep 

.Stand by 1 to be present when sth bad or 
unpleasant is happening, but not become 
involved: 7 can't stand idly by and let him take 
the blame for what happened. o 1 can 7 stand by 
and see you ruin your life. 2 (for sth) tobe ready to 
take appropriate action: The pilot was instructed 
to stand by for take-off o Fire crews are standing 
by in case of an explosion. 

0 v + adv 

► 'bystander n a person who is present but Is not 
involved in sth: Two innocent bystanders were hit 
by stray bullets. 

► 'standby n 1 [C] a person or a thing that can be 
used if sb/sth else is not available: Keep some can¬ 
dles as a standby in case the power fails: o Mia 
made a delicious meal from standbys in the store 
cupboard. 2 [U] a state of being ready to act if 
necessary: All local hospitals have been put on 
standby. 

► 'standby ad] [only before noun] 1 that can be 
used if other things are not available: standby 
supplies o Two divers work together while a 
standby diver remains on the surface. 2 a 
standby ticket for a flight, a theatre, etc. is one 
that cannot be bought in advance and is only 
available a very short time before the plane 
leaves or the performance starts: standby pas¬ 
sengers o to fly standby (= with a standby ticket) 

.stand 'by sb to support or help sb in a difficult 
situation: 77/ stand by you whatever happens. 
5HS> stick by sb (informal) 

0 v + prep 

'stand by Sth to continue to believe sth you said 
earlier even though the situation may Qow be dif¬ 
ferent: 77/ stand by what 1 said earlier, o He 
appealed against his suspension, but the commit¬ 
tee stood by their decision. 

0 v * prep 

.Stand 'down 1 (as/from 5th) to leave a job or 
position; to stop taking part in a race or a compe- 
t itioo, etc: She stood down after on ly three months 
as chair man. o He stood down from the committee 
for personal reasons. step down (as/from 
sth) 2 (in a court of law) to leave the place where 
you stand to give evidence: The witness was 
allowed to stand down. 

4$ v + adv 

'stand for sth 1 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be an abbreviation of sth: What does 
DVD stand for? 2 to support sth: to be in favour of 
sth: Our party stands for racial harmony, o I 
hated him and all he stood for. 3 (used in negative 
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sentences and Questions) to allow sth to happen or 
sb to do sth: / toon V stand for this behaviour, g™) 

put up with sth; tolerate sth (moreformat) 

0 v + prep 

.Stand 'In (for sb) to take sb's place: We ll need 
someone to stand in for you while you 're away 
deputize (for sb) ( format) 

0 v + adv 

► 'stand-in nla person who does sb’s job for a 
short time while they are away or not available: 
7bm acted as my stand-in while I was abroad, o a 
stand-in captain/goalkeeper (- for example, in a 
football game) 2 a person who replaces an actor 
in some scenes in a film/movie, especially dan¬ 
gerous ones: rehearsing with stand-ins 

.stand 'out 1 (against/from sth) to be clearly vis¬ 
ible: His yellow jacket stood out clearly aga inst the 
grey hillside, o The church tower stands out 
against the sky. o A small figure in red stood out 
from the rest of the group. SHE) stick out 2 
(as/from sb/sth) to be much better or more 
important than other people or things: This 
building stands out from the rest because of its 
superior design, o She '$ the sort of person who 
always stands out in a crowd. 3 (agalnst/for 
sb/sth) to oppose or refuse to accept sth that you 
believe is wrong: Parents often standout against 
troublesome behaviour for some time, then give 
in. Esvh> stick out lor sth: hold out against/ 
for sth 
0 v + adv 

ESI stand out Ilka a sore thumb to be very 
noticeable in an unpleasant way: Dressed like 
that, you'll stand out like a sore thumb. 

► out standing ad] 1 excellent: an outstanding 
young actress 2 [usually before noun) very obvi¬ 
ous or important: Lake Baykal is one of earth's 
outstanding features. 3 (of payment, work, prob¬ 
lems, etc.) not yet paid, done, solved, etc: to repay 
outstanding debts o I don't have any urgent work 
outstanding, 

► out'standingly adv 1 used to emphasize the 
good quality of sth: outstandingly beaut if unsuc¬ 
cessful 2 extremely well: Owen has played out¬ 
standingly this season. 

Stand 'over sb to remain close to sb and watch 
them, usually to make sure that they behave or 
do sth correctly: She won't do her homework 
unless 7 stand over her. o I can 7 concentrate with 
you standing over me. 

0 v + prep 

.stand 'round; .stand ’round sb/sth (BrE) - 

STAND AROUND, STAND AROUND SB/STH 

.stand ‘up 1 to rise to your feet from a sitting or 
lying position; to be on your feet; Darcy stood up 
when Emma came into the room, o There was sil¬ 
ence when the President stood up to speak, o 
Stand up straight instead of slouch in g. o Horse* 
can sleep standing up. 2 (to sth) to remain true or 
correct even when tested, examined closely etc: 


Your theory docsn 7 stand up to close examination, 
o His story won't stand up under cross-examin¬ 
ation. HyS) hold up 3 (to sth) to be strong enough 
not to be harmed by sth: The children stood up 
well under Questioning from the police, o The 
players are stemding up to the tour well. 

0 v + adv 

► stand-up ad] [only before noun) 1 a stand-up 
comedian (= an entertainer who makes people 
laugh by telling jokes) is sb who stands in front of 
an audience and tells jokes or funny stories: 
stand-up comedy o a stand-up act 2 (especially 
BrE) a stand-up argument, fight, etc. is one in 
which people shout loudly at each other or arc 
violent towards each other: He had a stand-up 
row with the team captain. 

.stand sb 'up ( informal ) to deliberately fall to 
meet sb you have arranged to meet, especially sb 
you are having a romantic relationship with: We 
agreed to meet at the cinema but she stood me up. o 
Pvebeenstood up! 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequen£) 

.stand 'up for sb/sth/yourself to support or 
defend sb/sth/yourself, especially when sb is 
criticizing them/it/you: She 7 always stood up for 
her friends, o You should stand up for what you 
believe in. o He’s always telling her what to do. 
It's time she stood up for herself! o James doesn 7 
need you to stand up for him. 

your rights, your Interests 
0 v + adv + prep 

.Stand 'up to sb/sth to resist sb/sth; to defend 
your position against a more powerful person or 
organization that is treating you badly or 
unfairly: If you don't stand up to him he'll treat 
you like dirt, o It was difficult for Paul to stand up 
to his father‘s rage. 

0 v + adv + prep 

.stand up to sth (of a product* material, etc.) to 
be able to stay in good condition even though it is 
treated roughly: Will your china and glass stand 
up to family wear and tear? 

TsVn) withstand sth (formal) 

0 v + adv + prep 

stare /stea(r);A mEster/ 

,Stare sb 'out (BrE) (also .stare sb down AmE, 
BrE) to look sb directly In the eyes for a long time 
until they feel forced to lower their eyes or look 
away: He was looking at her intently but she 
stared him out. o (figurative) The two nations are 
trying to stare each other down. 

0 v + n/pron * adv • v + adv ■+ n (lessfrequent) 

Start /stmt; AmE sta:rt/ 

,start back to begin to return somewhere: It's 
time we started back. 

0 v + adv 


'start for ... to leave one place to go to another: We 
startedfor home. 

Hv*j> head for ... 

0 v + prep 

.start ’In (on sth) (informal, especially AmE) to 
begin to do sth: Let's start in now and get the job 
done quickly, o It's time you started in oji your 
homework. 

0 v + adv 

.Start in on sb/sth (especially AmE) 1 = start 
ON SB/STH 2 = START ON AT SB 
.Start 'off 1 (also .start off doing sth.,start sth 
'off) [+ adv/prep/adj] to begin happening in a par¬ 
ticular way; to begin doing sth in a particular 
way: The game started off weltbut gradually got 
worse, o We started off w Uh some gentle exercises 
o She started off by welcoming everyone, o He 
started off as a plumber, o I started off working 
quite hard ; but it didn't last, o The discussion 
started off calmly enough, o The leaves start off 
green but turn red later: <> We always started off 
the lessons with a quiz, o The teacher started 
things off by asking us what we had done at the 
weekend, lima In this meaning, start off and 
start off sth are always followed by an adverb, 
an adjective, a phrase beginning with a prepos¬ 
ition, or the Jng form of a verb. 2 [+adv/prep] to 
begin to move or travel: The bus started off with a 
jolt, o We started off for home. 

0 1 v + adv ♦ v + adv + -ing ♦ v + adv+n ♦ 
v~pron +adv ♦ v + n +adv (rare) 

2 v + adv 

.start sb 'off 1 (on sth) (also .start sb 'off doing 

sth) to help sb begin an activity, an exercise, a 
job, etc: Til start you off on the first exercise, o His 
father started him off farming. 2 (also .start sb 
'off doing sth) to make sb react in a particular 
way or begin doing sth: Just mentioning The 
Simpsons'started her off again (= made her start 
laughing), o Don’t shout — you’ll start the baby 
off ( crying ) again. SHE) set sb off, sat sb off 
doing sth 

GOBI Start sb off cannot be used in the passive 
in this meaning. 

0 v + n/pron + adv 
.start sth 'off 

-»• see also start off i 

'Start Oft sb/sth (also .start In on sb/sth espe¬ 
cially AmE) (informal ) to attack sb physically or 
with words: He hit me first and then he started (in) 
on my friend, o Don’t start on me. I’m tired, o My 
mum started on me about doing my homework as 
soon as I got home. 

0 v + prep ♦ v + adv + prep 
start on sth to begin to deal with sth; to begin to 
do sth: When she’d finished cleaning the kitchen, 
she started on the bathroom. 

EHD Start sth has a similar meaning. 

0 v + prep 





start on at 
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.start ‘on at $b ( BrE) (also .start on about sth, 
.start ‘In on sb/sth AmE , BrE) ( informal ) to 
begin to criticize sb/sth or complain to sb about 
sth: He started on at me again about my hair, o 
Don't start on about that dog barking : 

♦ adv + prep 

.Start ’out 1 to begin a journey. Check the engine 
before you start out. o What time did they start 
out? )«*<> set off 2 (as sth) to begin in a particu¬ 
lar way, especially in business or work: We 
started out originally as a taxi firm, o When the 
band started out, they had hardly any equipment 
o Did you know the tower started out leaning the 
other way? 3 (also .start out to do sth, .start out 
doing sth) to have a particular idea or intention 
when you begin to do sth: 7 had no Idea what I 
was going to write about when / started out. o She 
had started out to write a short story but it ended 
up as a novel, o He started out with no political 
opinions, but soon got involved in student politics, 
o Shed started out meaning to apologize but 
couldn’t W* n> sat out to do sth 
<*► v + adv 3 alsov Mo inf ♦ v + adv + -ing 

.start 'over; .start sth ’over (especially AmE) to 
begin doing sth again, especially because you 
were not successful the first time: 7 messed up 
and had to start over, o She spelled my name 
wrong and had to start over o His wife has 
walked out on him and he must start life over. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/prori + adv 

.start 'up to begin happening: After a moment's 
silence, the music started up again. 
v + adv 

.Start 'lip: .Start Sth up 1 to start operating; to 
make sth start operating: The engine started up 
with a roar, o 11 took me a while to start up the gen¬ 
erator. o 1 heard the car starting up. 2 (fn sth) to 
start operating or trading: to establish a busi¬ 
ness: When I started up in business, I needed a lot 
of help, o Therearea lot of small businesses start' 
ing up in the area, o My father helped me start up 
my own company business, company 

<S>v + adv ♦ v * adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► 'start-up ad] connected with beginning a new 
business: the new company's start-up costs 

► start-up n a company that vs just beginning to 
operate, especially an Internet company: This is 
just one of the problems facing start-ups in this 
h igh ly competitive area. 

sta rve /sta:v; A mE sta: rv/ 

starve for sth; ’starve sb/sth for sth (AmE) 
to feel you do not have something that you really 
need; to prevent sb/sth from having sth neces¬ 
sary or very important: Sam was starving for a 
kind word from Clare. o The children were 
starved for affection. 


item Starve for sth is usually used in the pro^ 
gressive tenses, ♦ Starve sb/sth for sth is usu 
ally used in the passive. 

-> see a Iso sta rv f sb/sth of sth 
v + prep • v * n/pron + prep 

'starve sb into sth: starve sb into doing 

sth to force sb to do sth or accept sth by prevent¬ 
ing them from getting food or money: The aim 
was to starve the enemy into submission. 
v + n/pron + prep 

starve sb/sth of sth to prevent sb/sth from 
having sth that they want or need: The project is 
being starved of funds, o The baby had been 
starved of oxygen at birth, o Teachers described 
the students as starved of attention and affection. 
H>D deprive sb/sth/yourseff of sth 
MB Starve sb/sth of sth is usually used in the 
passive. 

see also starve for sth, starve sb/sth for 

STH 

v + n/pron + prep 

.starve sb 'out to force sb to leave a place by not 
allowing them to get food: It took a month to 
starve them out o A few rebels remain in the area. 
The rest have been starved out. 
v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

stash /st*// 

.stash sth a'way (informal) to store sth in a 
secret or safe place: She has a fortune stashed 
away in various bank accounts. 

hide sth away 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

stave /sieiv/ 

.Stave Sth 'In to break sth by hitting it with force 
and making part of it fall inwards: The side of 
the boat was staved in when it hit the rocks. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.Stave Sth 'Off to prevent sth unpleasant from 
happening for a period of time; to delay sth 
unpleasant: to stave off hungertillness o desper¬ 
ate attempts to stave off civil war o / staved off jet 
lag with a bath and an early night. 

Hvn> avert sth 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

stay /stei/ 


-ahead 

-off 

" around 

- on 

~ away 

- out 

- back 

- out of 

- behind 

- over 

-down 

- up 

- In 

-with 


.stay a head; .stay a head of sb/sth to suc¬ 
ceed in remaining further forward in space, 
time, development* success, etc: We need to keep 


283 


steal up 


an eye on our competitors if we want to stay 
ahead, o He stayed ahead of me throughout the 
race, o More investment is needed if we are to stay 
ahead of the game (= be more successful than 
our competitors). 

EE31 competitors 

SSfl) keep ahead, keep ahead of sb/sth 

v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

.stay a‘round to not leave somewhere: I’ll stay 
around in case you need me. o l don’t know if he’ll 
be angry with us or not > but I’m not staying 
around to find out l 
^ v + adv 

.stay a way (from sb/sth) to not go near sb/sth 
dangerous or unpleasant; to have nothing to do 
with sb/sth: Stay aioay from the edge! o He 
advised us to stay away from drugs, o The police 
have asked the public to stay away. 

35E> keep away (from sb/sth) 

0 v + adv 

.Stay back to remain in a place and not move for¬ 
ward: The police shouted to the crowd to stay back. 
HiE> keep back (from sb/sth) 

^ v + adv 

.Stay be'hlnd (after sth) to remain in a place at 
the end of an event after other people have left: / 
had to stay behind after class, o She stayed 
behind after the meeting for a chat. 

$ v + adv 

.stay down 1 to remain in a low position: The 
blind won 7 stay down, o Get down and stay down 
or he ’ll see you / Sifi) keep down 2 (of food) to 
remain in the stomach: Nothing she ate would 
stay down. 

<£► v + adv 

.Stay 'In 1 to remain in a position inside sth: This 
nail won ’i stay in. 2 to remain at home or inside a 
building: I was ill and had to stay in all week, o 
Let's stay in this evening. 

<$► v+adv 

.stay 'off to keep away; to not return: If the rain 
stays off. we’ll got out for a walk o She m s always 
dieting, but she can never get the weight to stay off 
<£► v + adv 

.stay ’off; .stay ‘off sth (BrE) to not go to work, 
school, etc., especially' because you are ill/sick: 
He injured his back and stayed off for a week, o 
Can I stay off school today? 

(SET work, school 

^ v + adv ♦ v+prep 

.Stay 'off Sth to Stop yourself from eating or 
drinking sth, especially sth that could be harm- 
M: The doctor told him to stay off alcohol 

5E*> keep off sth 

0 v + prep 

.stay on 1 to remain in position on top of sth: The 
Ud won’t stay on. 2 to not leave a job. school, place, 
etc. when you are expected to, or when other 


people do: We hope he will slay on as manager at 
the end of his contract o We couldn’t persuade 
Jane to stay on at school for an extra year. 3 to con¬ 
tinue operating: The light stays on until dawn. 

$ v + adv 

.stay ‘out 1 to remain out of the house or out¬ 
doors, especially at night: Sam was allowed to 
stay out until 11.30 on a Saturday, o I don’t like 
you toying out so late. Try to come home earlier 
next time. 2 to remain on strike: The miners 
stayed out for fifteen months. 

$v + adv 

.stay ‘out; .stay 'out of sth to remain outside a 
place: Stay out , the floor’s wet o Stay out of the 
kitchen . I’m busy. 

v + adv ♦ v + edv + prep 

.stay out of sth 1 to not become involved in sth 
that does not concern you; I try to stay out of their 
little quarrels, o Stay out of this, it's none of your 
business. 2 to avoid sth: To' to stay out of trouble! 
I&vu) keep out of sth, keep sb out of sth 
v+ adv+ prep 

.stay ‘over to sleep at sb’s house for a night; It got 
late, so we stayed over, o Can I stay over at 
Gareth ’$ (house) tonight ? 

HZii) sleep over 
<$► v + adv 

.stay up 1 if something stays up, it remains in 
an upright or higher position where it has been 
put, built > etc: These trousers won’t stay up with¬ 
out a belt, o I’m not very good at putting up 
shelves — I’m amazed they’vestayed up! 2 to not 
go to bed; Don 7 stay up too late, o We let him stay 
up to watch the movie. 

<^v + adv 

stay with sth/sb (informal) to continue to do 
sth. especially when it is difficult or you do rtot 
really want to; to w r ait until sb has finished sth: 
Several students said they weren’t enjoying the 
course, but they stayed with it. o Stay with me. 
I’ve nearly finished this list. 

stick with Sth 
<£► v + prep 

steal /sti :]/ (stole /stool; AmE stool/stolen 
/‘stouten; AmE “stou-/) 

steal a’way to go away from a place quietly and 
secretly: He stole away under cover of darkness. 
v + adv 

.steal 'over sb (formal) if a feeling steals over 
you, you gradually feel it: A chill stole over her 
body, o Exhaustion stole over me as I sat there. 

0 v + prep 

.Steal up (on sb) to approach sb silently so that 
they do not see or hear you coming: She stole up 
on him in the dark. 

& v + adv 





steam 
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stick out 


steam/stum/ 

,steam sth ‘off: .steam sth 'off sth to remove 
a piece of paper from another piece using steam 
to soften the glue that is holding them together: 
He steamed the stamp off the envelope. 

& v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron * prep 
steam up; steam sth up to become, or to 
make sth become, covered with steam: The win¬ 
dows had steamed up . o The warmth in the room 
steamed all the windows up, 

Hvn> fog up; mist up, mist sth up 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ y + adv + n 
IEE3 bo/get (all) steamed 'up (about/over sth) 
(BrE, informal) to be/become very angry or 
excited about sth: I realized J had got all steamed 
up over nothing, 

steep /so#/ 

’Stoop Sth in sth to put food in a liquid and leave 
it for some time so that it becomes soft and fla¬ 
voured by the liquid: Raspberries are delirious 
steeped in brandy. 

& v +n/pron + prep 

steep yourself in sth; be steeped In sth 

( formal) to spend a lot of lime doing sth or think¬ 
ing about sth and learn a lot about it teenagers 
steeping themselves in pop culture o He was 
steeped in the family business from an early age, 
BEDS This phrasal verb is mainly used in written 
English. 

v ■+ pron + prep ♦ be + v + prep 
be ’steeped in sth (written) to have a lot of a 
particular quality: a city steeped in history and 
tradition 

@13 history, tradition 
4> be * v * prep 

Steer /stiafr); AjnE stir j 

.steer a’way from sth to avoid discussing sth 
or becoming involved with sb/sth* because it 
may cause problems: I fried to steer away from 
the subject of divorce, o Jane tends to steer away 
from sugary foods. 
v + adv + prep 

stem /stem/ (-mm-) 

‘stem from sth (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to be caused by sth; to be the result of sth: 
Many of her problems stem from the fact that her 
parents are famous . o Their opposition stems 
from fear and ignorance. 

[1013problem, difficulty @13 the fact that... 

4» v + prep 

Step /step/ (-PP-) 

Step a side/down (as/from sth) to leave an 
important job or position In order to let sb else 
take your place: After 10 years as party leader, it's 


time for him to step aside, o He decided to step 
aside as company director to make way for his son . 
<> I intended to step down as Chairman, o She’s 
stepping down from her post next year. 

& v + ady 

.step ’back 1 (from sth) to try to think calmly 
about a situation in which you have been closely 
involved, as if you are not involved in it: You 
should try to step back from the problem and look 
for a new way to deal with it. HIH> stand back 
(from sth) 2 to feel as if you have moved backwards 
to an earlier period of history: When you enter the 
cathedral you step back in time to the 15th Century. 
4> v+adv 

.step down (as/from sth) = step aside/down 
IHH) stand down (as/from sth) 

.step forward to offer to help sb, give informa¬ 
tion, money etc: A soft drinks company has 
stepped for ward to sponsor the team. 
v + adv 

.step In to help in an argument or a difficult situ¬ 
ation: When my mum was ill, my aunt stepped in 
to help. 0 The Youth Club uxis going to close, but a 
local bank stepped in with a generous donation , 

4^ v+adv 

'Stop on it (spoken, informal) used especially to 
tell sb to drive faster: Step on it! We're late 
alreadyl o We'll have £o really step an it to be there 
by noon, o (figurative) Step on it! I need those fig¬ 
ures by lunchtime. 

& v + prep + it 

,stap ’out (especially AmE) to leave a place for a 
short period: He’s just steppedoutfor ten minutes. 

4> v + adv 

.step ’up (to sb/sth) to come forward: He stepped 
up to receive h is award, o The runners stepped up 
to the line. 

4^ v + adv 

.Step sth ’up to increase the rate, level, amount, 
etc. of sth: Security has been stepped up at the air¬ 
port since the bomb scare, o Police have stepped 
up their search for the missing schoolgirl. 

@13 campaign, pressure, security, production, 
efforts 

4> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Stick /silk/ (stuck, stuck }st\ k/) 
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saying put. 


stick a 1 round (Informal) to stay in or near a 
place, waiting for sth to happen, sb to arrive, etc: 
Stick around, we need all the help we can get, o 
Tit stick around here in case Maya arri ms. 

& v + adv 

’stick at sth to work continuously at sth in a 
determined way: If we stick at it, we should fin¬ 
ish the job today, o She never sticks at anything 
for very long. 

BZd) keep at sth; persevere with sth (more 
fbrmal) 

^ v + prep 

.stick sth back ( informal ) to return sth to its 
usual place; to return sth to the place it was 
before: Stick the cake hack in the oven for ten min¬ 
utes. o When you've finished with the dictionary, 
just stick it back on the shelf 
BID put sth back 
4^ v + n/pren + adv 

stick by sb (informal) to be loyal to sb and con 
tinue to support them in difficult times: She 
stuck by him through thick and thin. 

BZE> stand by sb 
0 v + prep 

stick by sth to do what you said, planned or 
promised you would do, even though the situ¬ 
ation might have changed: 7n spile of what ’shop 
pened, we must stick by our decision, o The 
developer wan ts to stick by h is origina l plan , 

ES) stand by sth 
v + prep 

’Stick Sth ’down 1 to fix a piece of paper, etc. to 
sth else using glue: I can't stick the corners of this 
wallpaper down, o The envelope hadn't been 
stuck down properly. 2 ( Informal) to place sth 
that you are holding onto the floor or another 
surface: Stick your coat on the chair and come a nd 
sit down here. B® put sth down 2 (In/on sth) 
(informal) to write or note sth down quickly: 
Stick it all down on paper before youfbrget. WE> 
put sth down; jot sth down; note sth down 
v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 

stick In sth 1 if something sharp sticks in sth, it 
goes into sth, making a small hole, and stays 
there: The arrow whizzed past and stuck in the 
tree. o These poles stick in the ground easily, o 
Something was sticking in my back. 2 if some¬ 
thing sticks in a place, it stays there and does not 
move: A crumb stuck in my throat, o Tve got my 
finger stuck in the bottle, o (figurative) The words 
stuck in my throat (= 1 couldn’t say them), o (fig¬ 
urative) Her words stuck in my mindtmemory. 

& v + prep 

.stick sth inf into sth; .stick sth in 1 ( infor¬ 
mal) to put sth into sth: I stuck the letter in my 
pocket to read later o He saw the hole and stuck 
his finger in. o 7 stuck my feet into my slippers, o 
Timmy stuck his thumb in his mouth. HYD put 
sth In, put sth in/into sth 2 to put sth sharp into 


sth, making a small hole: Ouch/ Eve stuck the 
needle in my finger/ EO knife, needle 3 ( infor¬ 
mal ) to include sth in a story, aletier, etc: Should J 
slick this paragraph in or leave it out? o Til stick 
in something about football to make the. article 
more interesting. Hys> put sth In, put sth In/Into 
sth 4 to attach sth firmly to sth, using tape or 
glue: Ongoing to stick the new photos in my album. 
4>v+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n • v + n/pron + prep 
EH stick/poke your oar/’nose into sth (infor¬ 
mal) to try to become involved in sth that does 
not concern you 

.get stuck In; .get stuck Into sth (BrE, infor¬ 
mal) to start doing slh in an enthusiastic way; to 
become very interested and involved in stb: You 
must be hungry. Get stuck in/ (= start eating) o 7 
was too tired to get really stuck into the debate. 
get + v + adv ♦ get + v + prep 

.stick Sth ‘on (informal) 1 to switch on a piece of 
electrical equipment: I’ll stick the kettle on for a 
cup of tea, 2 to put on clothes: I’ll just stick a 
jacket on. and Tm ready. 3 to begin to cook food: 
I'll stick the potatoes on and then Til make us a 
coffee. 4 to make a tape, a CD, etc. begin to play: 
Stick on some music, if you like. 

T*yW> put sth on 

^v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

stick sth ’on; .stick sth on/onto sth to 
attach sth firmly to a surface, using glue, tape, 
etc: I stuck the label on with adhesive tape, o He 
sealed the en velope , and stuck a stamp on it 
v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v+adv + n • v +n/pron + prep 
* 'stlck-on ad} [only before noun) a sttek-on 
object has glue on one side so that it can be 
attached to sth: stick-on badges)labels 

.stick sth on sth (informal) 1 to put sth some¬ 
where in a casual way: Stick your report on my 
desk when you've finished it. 2 to add an amount 
of money to the price or cost of sth: They can’t 
just stick an extra 20p on the price of cigarettes! 
!%¥*> put *th on sth 
4t v + n/pron + prep 

.stick ’out to be very noticeable or easy to see: 
They wrote the notice in red so that it would stick 
out o (figurative) One of the boys in the class 
sticks out in my mind. 

£HH> stand out (moreformat) 

4$ v+adv 

UM stick out a mils to be very noticeable or easy 
to see: Dressed like that, you stick out a mile, o It 
stuck out a mile that she was lying, stick out like 
a sore thumb to be very different from others, 
especially in an unpleasant way: The red house 
stuck out like a sore thumb among the old stone 
cottages. 

,stick out; .stick ’out of sth to be further out 
than sth else; to be partly outside sth such as a 
container: His ears stick out. o There was a news¬ 
paper sticking ou t of her coa t pocket. 

4» v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 
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stop behind 


.stick sth out; .stick sth ‘out of sth to make 
sth, especially part of your body, come t hrough a 
hole: If you want to turn right, stick out your 
hand. o I stuck my head out of the window to see 
what was happening: 

S3 head, tongue is3£H> poke sth out, poke sth 
out of sth 

<£► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

U stick your 'neck out ( informal) to do or say 
sth when there is a risk you may be wrong: Vm 
going to stick my neck out and say that we 'll have 
a dry summer: 

.Stick it sth 'out to continue doing sth difficult or 
boring until it is finished: Idon't like being on my 
own , but I’ll stick it out until my parents come 
back, o I’m amazed that she’s stuck the course out. 
v + n/pron + adv 

.stick 'out for Sth (BrE, informal) to refuse to 
give up until you get what you want: They're 
sticking out for a higher pay rise . 
ay*b hold out for sth 
<§► v + adv + prep 

.stick through; .stick ‘through sth if sth 

sticks through or sticks through sth, it goes 
from one side of sth to the other and it is partly 
out side: His head was sticking through the railings. 
& v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'Stick to sth 1 to continue doing sth even if it is 
difficult or you have problems: He found it diffi¬ 
cult to stick to a diet , -* see also stick with sth I; 
stay with sth 2 to continue doing or using sth 
and not want to change it: /“m sticking to my pre¬ 
vious statement, o That’s her story and she’s 
sticking to it. -» see also stick with sth 2 3 to 
keep inside the limits of a particular subject, etc: 
Vm not interested in your opinions —just stick to 
thefacts. 
v + prep 

EEI stick to your 'guns to refuse to change your 
mind about sth even when other people are try¬ 
ing to persuade you that you are wrong 

.stick to gether (informal) 1 to remain friendly 
and loyal to one another; to support each other: 
The family should stick together at a time like 
this, o The children from the village tended to 
stick together. 2 ( informal ) to stay physically 
close to each other: Let ’s all stick together until 
we find the way out. -* sec a Iso stick with sb l 
v+adv 

.stick sth to'gether to attach things or parts of 
things to each other: Cut out the shapes and stick 
them together to make a bird. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.Stick ‘up to point upwards; to be upright: The 
branch was sticking up out of the water, o Is my 
hair sticking up? 

^ v+adv 


.stick Sb/Sth ‘up (AmE, informal) - hold sb/sth 
up He stuck up a liquor store in Oregon. 

► 'stick-up n (AmE, informal ) an act of robbing 
sb/sth using a gun: This is a stick-up . nobody 
move / 

.stick sth T up to attach sth to a wall, a notice- 
board, a window, etc. so that people can see it; 
They had stuck up posters everywhere advertising 
the show, o If you want to sell your hike, just stick 
a notice up in the shop window. 

£syn) put sth up 
<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.stick sth ’up; .stick sth ‘up sth (informal) to 
place sth in a high position; to move sth upwards, 
especially inside sth: Stick your hand up if you 
know the answer, o Jeff stuck his hand up the pipe 
to see what was blocking it, 
h>bji hand, finger i$vw> put sth up 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.stick up for sb/yourself/sth (informal) to 
support or defend sb, yourself or sth, when they 
are being criticized: She always sticks up for her 
little sister, o You must stick up for what you 
believe in. o Don’t be so weak you should stick 
up for yourself 
■0 v + adv + prep 

‘stick with sb 1 (informal) to stay physically 
dose to sb: Stick with me until we get out of the 
forest. see also stick together 2 2 (informal) 

to remain in sb’s memory: His words will stick 
with me for ever. 
v + prep 

'Stick with sth (informal) 1 to continue to do sth 
in spite of difficulties: If we stick with it we 
should finish by Friday, o I stuck with the job for 
as long as I could, although I didn’t enjoy it. 2 to 
continue doing or using sth and not want to 
change it: Eve decided to stick with my usual 
method . -* see also stick to sth 2 
^ v + prep 

be/get stuck with sb/sth (informal) to be 
forced to do sth, take care of sb/sth, etc. that you 
do not want to: How did I get stuck with all the 
cleaning? o If we ’re stuck with each other for the 
next two weeks, we might as well be polite, o I got 
stuck with defending my brother '$ wild behaviour 
(= but 1 really thought he was wrong). 

<$► be/get + v + prep 

Sting /stig/ (stung, stung /stAij/) 

‘sting sb for sth (informal) 1 to trick or cheat sb 
into paying more money than they should or 
than they expected to: Motorists are being stung 
for another £25 road tax. 2 (BrE) to borrow 
money from sb, especially when they are unwill¬ 
ing to give it to you: Can I sting you for a fiver (= 
five pounds).? 

<!► v + n/pron + prep 


stink /stigk/ (stank /staujk /stunk /sL\qk/ or 

stunk, stunk) 

.stlnk sth 'out (BrE) ( AmE .stink sth ’up) ( infor¬ 
mal) to fill a room, a building, etc. with a very 
unpleasant smell: He stank the whole place out 
with his cigarettes. 

15571 the place His) smell sth out (BrE), smell 
sth up (AmE) 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

stir /$t3i(r)/ (-IT-) 

stir sth in; .stir sth into sth to mix one sub¬ 
stance into another by moving a spoon or sth 
similar in circles: Stir in the cream, o Stir the 
pasta into the sauce. 

Tsyn) mix sth in (with sth), mix sth into sth 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.stir sb 'up to encourage sb to do sth; to make sb 
feel they must do sth: He was accused of stirring 
up the slaves against their masters. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.Stir sb/sth 'up 1 to cause trouble, especially by 
making people feel strong emotions: I don’t want 
to stir up any more trouble, o The government has 
been accused of stirring up racial hatred. 
hatred, trouble, things, controversy H) 
rouse sb/sth 2 to make sb have a particular feel¬ 
ing or attitude: Her stoty stirred up a lot of old 
memories for me. o I can’t seem to stir up any 
interest in the campaign. &MI memories, inter¬ 
est, emotions 3 to make sth such as sand or dust 
move around in water or air: The helicopter 
stirred up a cloud of dust. *obji dust 
<5>V + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
OSES) stir up a 'hornet’s nest to cause a difficult 
situation in which a lot of people get very angry: 
His criticisms of the president stirred up a hornet’s 
nest. 

stitch /stitjy 

.Stitch sb 'up (BrE, informal) to make sb appear 
to be guilty of sth they have not done, for 
example by giving false information: to cheat sb: 
1 didn 't do it! We been stitched up! 

TsVh) frame sb 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
.stitch sth ’up 1 to join things together using a 
needle and thread: This wound has to be stitched 
up urgently. ngi wound 2 {BrE, informal) to 
arrange sth; to complete a business deal: He has 
managed to stitch up major deals all over the 
world . o The company has the US market stitched 
up. SO deal 
>5YN> sew sth up 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


StOCK /sink; Am£sta;k/ 

.Stock 'up (on/wffh sth) to buy or get a lot of sth so 
that you can use it later: The shops are very busy 
with people stocking up for the holidays, o I need 
to stock up on food before all thefamily arrive. 

0 v + adv 

.Stock Sth ‘up (on/with sth) to fill sth with goods, 
food, etc: Mum stocked up the freezer for us before 
she went to the conference. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

stoke /staok; AmE stook/ 

.stoke ‘up (on/with sth) ( informal ) to eat a lot of 
sth so that you will not feel hungry later: We ’d 
better stoke up now — we've got a long journey in 
front of us. 
v + adv 

.stoke sth ‘up 1 to keep a fire, etc. burning by 
adding more fuel: He stoked up the fire before 
going to bed. fesH fire 2 to make people feel sth 
more strongly: He continued to stoke up haired in 
his speeches. 

rrera stoke sth can also be used with the same 
meanings. 

^ v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

stoop /stu:p/ 

stoop to sth; stoop to doing sth to do sth 

bad or unpleasant in order to gain an advantage 
for yourself: I can’t, believe he would stoop to 
blackmail, o He’s the kind of person who would 
stoop to making personal attacks on a rival. 

3s yn) descend to sth (moreformal) 

*$► v + prep 

stop /stop; AmE staip / (~pp-) 

.stop a round; .stop a round sth (AmE) to 
make a short visit to sb, usually at their home: 
I'll stop around this evening when Ifinish work, o 
Let's stop around the Smiths’ house for a quick 
drink, 

Jsyh) drop round; pop over/round (both BrE) 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.stop a Way to deliberately decide not to go some¬ 
where: Many of the people invited to the dinner 
had stopped away in protest. 

WHO stay away 

stay away is used much more frequently 
than stop away, 
v + adv 

.stop ‘back (AmE) to return to somewhere that 
you have visited earlier: Til stop back on my way 
home. 

0 v + adv 

.stop be'hind (after sth) (informal) to remain 
somewhere at the end of an event after other 





stop by 
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strike at 


people have left: She stopped behind after the 
meeting to talk to him.. 

MH> stay behind (after sth) 

UEEB Stay behind is used more frequently than 
stop behind. 

^ v + adv 

.stop 'by; .stop 'by sth to make a short visit to 
sb/somewhere, especially when you are on the 
way to somewhere else: Stop by for a chat on your 
way home, o Could you stop by the store for some 
milk? 

HxH) coma by, come by sth; drop by 

0 v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.stop 'in (BrE. informal) to stay at home rather 
than go out: We’ve decided to stop in tonight 
because it ’s raining. 

WE> stay In 

CEEB Stay in is used much more frequently than 
stop in. 

^ v + adv 

.Stop 'off (at/in...) to stop somewhere for a short 
time when you are on the way to somewhere else: 
We stopped off for lunch just north of Paris. o I 
stopped off at the supermarket on the way home. 
0 v + adv 

► 'stop-off n 1 a short stay somewhere during a 
trip: a stop-off in Sydney 2 a place where you stop 
for a short time during a trip 

.Stop 'on 1+ adv/prep] (BrE, informal) to stay 
somewhere longer than you planned or after 
other people have left: I’ll be late home tonight 
the boss wants me to stop on an hour after work 
and help tidy up after the meeting. 

>sW> stay on 

Lima Stay on is used more frequently than stop 
on. 
v + adv 

.Stop 'out (BrE, informal) to stay out late at night 
or all night instead of going home: He often stops 
out till three in the morning. 

>»™> stay out 

lasua Stay out is used much more frequently 
than stop out. 

0 v + adv 

.Stop 'ov©r(in/at ...)tostopsomewhereforashort 
time when you are on a long journey, especially a 
journey by plane: I stopped over in Mirida on the 
way to Havana. 

4* v + adv 

► 'stopover n la short stay somewhere during a 
long journey: We had a three-day stopover in 
Hawaii. 2 a place where you stay for a short time 
during a long journey 

.stop 'up (BrE, informal) to not go to bed until 
later than usual: She stopped up to see the football 
match. 

wm stay up 


mu Stay up is used much more frequently 
than slop up. 

0v + adv 

.stop sth 'up to cover or fill a hole, a crack, etc. so 
that nothing can get through: I stopped up all the 
holes to keep out the draught 
I?**) block sth up 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

StOfe /sto:(r)/ 

.store sth a way to put sth in a safe place and 
keep it there so that you can use it later: We stored 
away the baby clothes until we had another child . 
o It's amazing how much knowledge he’s got 
stored away in his memory o 7 stored away the 
information for future use. 

0 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.store up sth; .store it 'up to not express 
strong feelings or deal with problems when you 
have them, often making t rouble for yourself in 
future: Smokers may be storing up health prob¬ 
lems for their unborn children, o Children who 
store up their bad feelings often develop head¬ 
aches or stomach pains. 
pbj) problems, trouble 

B23XB A noun must always follow' up, but a 
pronoun comes between the verb and up. 

4^ v + adv + n * v + pron + adv 

.store sth 'up 1 to keep sth so that it can be used 
later: animals storing up food for the winter o 
The batteries store up enough energy for a week. 

Store sth is also used with this meaning. 2 
to keep information or facts in your memory to 
use later: He stored up all the amusing and inter¬ 
esting things that happened during the day to tell 
his family in the evening. 

4* v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

Storm /storm; AmE storrm/ 

.storm 'off to leave a place or a person suddenly 
because you are very angry: We had a big argu¬ 
ment and he stormed off 
^ v + adv 

StOW/stoo; AmE stoo / 

.stow a'way (on sth) to hide on a vehicle, espe¬ 
cially a sMp or a plane, in order to travel without 
paying or without being seen: He stowed away on 
a ship bound for Vigo. 

0v + adv 

► ’stowaway n a person who hides on a ship or a 
plane in order to travel without paying or with¬ 
out being seen 

.stow sth a’way to put sth in a place where it will 
be safe or will not be found: He stowed his pass¬ 
port away safely in a drawer: 

4> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 


straighten /‘streim/ 

straighten 'out: .straighten sth out to 

become or to make sth straight: After the bridge, 
the road straightens out., o attempts to straighten 
out the river 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.straighten sb out; .straighten yourself 
'Out to help sb deal with problems or understand 
a difficult situation which may be making them 
behave badly; to help yourself in this wav: A few 
sessions talking to a counsellor should straighten 
him out. 

HxH> sort sb/yourself out 

4v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.straighten sth 'out to deal with problems or a 
difficult situation; to organize things that are 
confused: I was left to straighten out the mess, o 
He's trying to straighten out his finances. 

ME) sort sth out 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.straighten 'up to stand up straight from a bent 
position: She slowly straightened up and rubbed 
her back. 

0v + adv 

.straighten sth 'up to make a room, etc. neat 
and tidy: We’d better straighten up the house 
before they get back. 

SI) tidy sth up 
0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

strain /strem/ 

'strain at sth to pull very hard on sth: The dog 
was straining at its lead. 

0 v + prep 

USE1 strain at the leash ( infbrmal ) to want to do 
sth very much, especially when sb/sth is trying 
to stop you: He’s straining at the leash to get on 
with his research. 

.strain sth 'off to separate a liquid from sth solid 
by pouring it through sth that has very small 
holes in it : Strain off any excess liquid. 

0v + adv + n. ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

strap /strsep/ (-pp-) 

.strap sb In; .strap yourself In; .strap 
sb/yourself 'into sth to fasten sb/yourself in 
a seat, etc. using straps: All passengers in the 
plane must l>e securely strapped in. o Make sure 
you strap the baby firmly into the high chair, o 
Have you strapped yourselves in? 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.strap sth 'on; .strap sth 'onto sth to attach 
sth to sth else with straps: He strapped on his hel¬ 
met and rode away, o She strapped the suitcases 
onto the roof of the car. 

0v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 


.Strap sth ‘up to tie strips of cloth (a bandage) 
around sth, especially an injured part of the 
body, to support it or prevent it from moving: 
Your wrist, needs to be strapped up. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

stress /stres/ 

.stress sb 'out (informal) to make sb very anx¬ 
ious and tired so that they are unable to relax: 
My job really stresses, me out o My Dad stressed 
me out by criticizing me ull the time. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv 

► .stressed 'out adj too anxious and tired to he 
able to relax: When I’m stressed out, I try to go for 
a long walk, o stressed-out executives 

Stretch /stretj/ 

.stretch a way/ out [+ adv/prep] to spread over a 
large area of land, especially away from where 
you are: The mountains stretched away into the 
distance, o Banana plantations stretched away 
as far as the eye cou Id see. 

SHE) extend 
0 v + adv 

.stretch 'out; .stretch yourself out to lie 

down, with your arms or legs out straight, espe¬ 
cially in order to relax or sleep: He stretched out 
on the floor and fell asleep. 
v + adv * v + pron + adv 

.stretch sth 'out 1 to put your arm or leg out 
straight, especially in order to reach sth: She 
stretched out a hand to touch his face, o He leant 
back and stretched his legs out in front of him. 
[oiji arm, hand, leg 2 to make sth last as long as 
possible by not using very much at a time: It’s 
hard to stretch my money out to the end of the 
month, iftyjp spin sth out 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Strew /stru:/ (strewed, strewed or strewn 

/strum/) 

be 'strewn with sth to be covered with a lot of 
things: The floor was strewn with clothes, o (fig¬ 
urative) The way ahead is strewn with difficulties. 
0 be + v + prep 

Strike /straik/ (struck, shuck /strAk/, AmE 
also struck, stricken /'strikan;') 

'Strike at sb/sth 1 to try to hit sb/sth, especially 
with a weapon; She screamed and struck at the 
wolf with a stick. 2 to cause damage or have a 
serious effect on sb/sth: The proposals struck at 
the roots of community life, o This legislation 
strikes at the most vulnerable people in society. 
0v + prep 
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.strike 'back (at/against sb/sth) to criticize or 
attack sb who has criticized or attacked you; 
Sarah used the article to strike back at her critics, 
isy») hit back (at sb/sth) 

<•> v + adv 

.strike sb 'down (formal) 1 if a disease strikes 
sb down, it kills them or makes them seriously 
ill: She was struck down by polio at the age of four 
o l was struck down byfiu and had to cancel the 
trip. 2 to hit sb very hard so that they fall to the 
ground: to kill sb: Fights broke out near the shop 
and one girl was struck down by a handbag . o the 
spot where Kennedy was struck down 
BEIQ Strike sb down is often used in the 
passive. 

0 v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 
.strike sth 'down ( especially AmE) to reject sth; 
to make sth no longer valid: Only the Supreme 
Court has the power to strike down this legisla¬ 
tion. o Parents tried to have the dance ban struck 
down. 

<£> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.strike'off struck oi:t 3 

.strike sb/sth off; .strike sb/sth off sth 

(BrE) to remove sb’s name from the list of mem¬ 
bers of a profession so that they can no longer 
work in that profession: She was struck off for 
professional misconduct, o These doctors should 
be struck off the medical register, o I’m going to 
strike Ashok off my guest list for the party. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
.Strike sth 'Off (format) to remove sth with a 
sharp blow; to cut sth off: They struck off his 
head with a sword. 

chop sth oft (less formal) 

0v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.strike 'out 1 (at sb/sth) to aim a violent blow at 
sb: He struck out at me with his fist. BEE) hit out 
(at sb/sth) 2 to start being independent and do 
sth new: Sanjay left the firm and struck out on his 
own. 3 (also .strike ‘off less frequent) [+ adv/prep] 
to start to go somewhere in a determined way: He 
struck out. across the fields towards the farm¬ 
house. 4 (with sb) (AmJ5 t informal) to fail; to be 
unsuccessful: / tried to get a job but struck out 
completely, o He must have struck out with her 
because he came home early. 5 (at sb/sth) to criti¬ 
cize sb/sth, especially publicly: striking out at 
your critics ME) hit out (at sb/sth) 

0 v + adv 

.strike 'out; .strike sb ‘out (AmE) (in baseball) 
to fail to hit the ball successfully three times and 
so finish your turn; to make sb do this: He struck 
out in the third inning, o The pitcher struck out 
three batters. 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.strike sth out/ through (especially BrE) to 
remove sth from a text or a list by drawing a line 
through it: I struck out some words to make the 


telegra m shorter, o He insisted that I strike out all 
references to hisfamily. 

ME) cross sth out/through 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.strike "up (with sth), .strike up sth if a band or 
an orchestra strike up, they begin to play: 
Everyone was waiting for the band to strike up. o 
The orchestra struck up a lively tune. 
iobji tune 

0 v + adv * v + adv + n 

.strike 'up sth (with sb) to begin a friendship, a 
relationship, a conversation, etc. with sb: My 
mother will strike up a conversation with anyone 
she meets, o Children of the same age don 7 
always strike up friendships (with each other). 
I9®D conversation, friendship, relationship 
0 v + adv + n 

string /strm/ (strung, strung /strAQ/) 

.string a long (with sb) (informal) to go some¬ 
where or do sth with sb else, especially because 
you have nothing else to do: I’mfree this morning. 
Can I string along with you when you go to the 
shops? 

tag along (behind/with sb) 

0 v + adv 

.string sb along (informal) to allow sb to believe 
sth that is not true for a long period of time, espe¬ 
cially when you encourage them to have false 
hopes: They never really intended to give her a 
job They were just stringing her along, o He 
strung her along for years and then married 
somebody else. 

0v + n/pron + adv 

.string 'out (across/along sth) to spread out in a 
line: As we climbed, uxa tended to string out , with 
the fittest people taking the lead. 

0 v + adv 

.string sth 'out to make sth last longer than 
expected or necessary: / didn 7 want to string out 
the argument. 

0v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.string sth to'gether 1 to combine words, 
phrases, sentences, etc. to form sth that has some 
meaning: I can barely string together two words 
of German, o The report should be written by 
somebody who can string two sentences together. 
H&3 words, a sentence 2 to join a series of 
things together: pearls strung together on a neck¬ 
lace o The student of kung fu learns various 
movements that are then strung together. 

0 v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.String sb 'up (informal) to kill sb by hanging 
them, especially illegally: They'll string him up 
if they catch him. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.String sth 'up to hang or tie sth in place: She 
strung up a banner saying Happy 40th Birthday'. 
^v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 


Strip /strip/ (-pp-) 

.strip sth a way 1 (from sth) to completely 
remove a layer of sth that is covering sth else: 
Strip away the paint to reveal the wood under¬ 
neath. o The bark has been stripped away from 
the tree. 2 to remove anything that is not true and 
necessary to reveal what sb/sth is really like: 
When you strip a way the jargon, he really has 
nothing sensible to say. o The programme 
stripped away the mystery surrounding the royal 
family. 3 to remove or get rid of sth that has 
existed for a long time: Our basic rights are being 
stripped away by these laws. 

<^v + adv + n*v + n/pron + adv 
.Strip Sth 'down to separate a machine or an 
engine into parts, especially in order to clean or 
repair it: We had to strip down the engine and 
replace the worn parts, o The car was stripped 
down and sold for parts. 

ME) dismantle sth (moreformal) 

<3> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.strip 'down to sth to take oft your clothes until 
you are only wearing the items mentioned: I 
stripped down to my underwear for the massage, 
0 v + adv + prep + noun 

.strip sth 'from sth ■ strip sth off, strip sth 

OFF/FROM STH 

‘strip sb/sth of sth to take away a right, a privil¬ 
ege, property etc. that sb has, as a punishment: 
He was stripped of his title for refusing to fight in 
Britain (~ for example, in boxing), o They 
stripped me of my citizenship and deported me. 
ME) divest sb/sth of sth (formal) 

1 23H Strip sb of sth is often used in the passive. 
0 v + n/pron + prep 

.strip 'off; .strip sth 'off (BrE, informal) if you 
strip off, or strip sth off, you take off all or 
nearly all your clothes: She stripped off and 
dived into the water, o Strip off your wet clothes 
and put on these dry ones . 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.strip sth off; .strip sth off/'from sth to 
remove a layer of sth: It was hard work stripping 
the old wallpaper off. o All the leaves had been 
stripped off the branches . 

0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.Strip sth 'out to completely remove things you 
do not want; to remove everything from a place 
and leave it empty: They had stripped out all the 
original features of the house, 

0 v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

struggle ; "strA9i/ 

.struggle a long/ on to manage to continue in 
spite of great difficulties: The country's economy 
is still struggling along, o The government strug¬ 
gled on with a tiny majority, 

0v + adv 


Stub /stAb/ (-bb-) 

.Stub sth 'out to stop a cigarette, etc. burning: He 
stubbed the cigarette out with his foot. 

ME cigarette, cigar ME) grind sth out; put sth 
out: extinguish sth (more for mat) 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

stuff/sUf/ 

.stuff ’up; .stuff sth 'up (BrE, slang) to do sth 
very badly; to fail at sth: I'm afraid I stuffed up 
again, o I'm not having them stuff up my plans. 

ME) mess up, mess sth up 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

stumble /'stAmbi/ 

.stumble a'cross/'on/u'pon sb/sth to find 
sb/sth unexpectedly or by chance: We stumbled 
on the solution by accident, o I stumbled across 
an old schoolfriend today. 

0 v + prep 

'stumble into sth to become involved in sth by 
chance: She stumbled into engineering because of 
her love of maths . 

0v + prep 

stump /stamp/ 

stump 'up <for sth), .stump 'up sth (for sth) 

(BrE, informal) to pay the amount of money for 
sth that sb asks, often when you do not want to: 
He had no money so I had to stump up for his 
ticket, o We had to stump up an extra Jive hun¬ 
dred pounds for insurance. 
gay] the cash MS) cough up, cough sth up 
0 v + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

Subject /ssb'djekt/ 

sub ject sb/sth/yourself to sth (formal) to 
make sb/sth/yourself experience, suffer or be 
affected by sth, usually sth unpleasant to subject 
sth to scrutinyianalysis o All our products are 
subjected to thorough tests . o to be subjected to 
criticism!ha rassmen tlabuse!torture o Why did I 
subject myself to another evening of arguments? 
o The city was subjected to repeated bombings. 
E33H Subject sb/sth/yourself to sth is often 
used in the passive. ♦ It is ma inly used in written 
English. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

subscribe /sabskraib/ 

sub scribe to sth (formal) to agree with an 
opinion, a theory, etc: It's not an opinion I tend to 
subscribe to. o The company subscribe to the view 
that if you can encourage children to use your 
products, they will continue to use them when they 
are adults. 

[ofy] view, theory, opinion 
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EZ3Q Subscribe to sth can be used in the pas 
sive: It is not a theory that is commonly sub¬ 
scribed to. 
v + prep 

substitute /'SAbstitjurt; AmE -tu:t/ 

substitute for sb/sth to take the place of sb/sth 
else: Can you substitute for me at the meeting? o 
Nothing can substitute for the advice your doctor 
is able to give you. 
v + prep 

succeed /sak'siid/ 

suc ceed in doing sth to achieve sth that you 
have been trying to do or get; to have the result or 
effect that was intended: He succeeded in getting 
top marks in chemistry o The Labour Party suc¬ 
ceeded in capturing the female vote (- they per¬ 
suaded women to vote for them), o (ironic) I tried 
to mend my watch, but only succeeded in breaking 
it (= that was not what I intended). 

^ v + prep 

SUCk/SAk/ 

suck sb in; ,suck sb into sth to gradually 
involve sb in an activity, a situation, etc., espe¬ 
cially one that they do not at first want to be 
involved in: There is a danger we could be sucked 
into a war. o Don't let yourself get sucked in. o In 
his youth he had been sucked into a h ippy cult. 
CHE Suck sb in/suck sb into sth is nearly 
always used in the passive. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n * v + n/pron + prop 

,suck 'up to sb ( informal, disapproving) to try to 
please sb by helping them, saying nice things to 
them, etc. in order to gain an advantage for your¬ 
self: He’s always sucking up to the teacher, o We 
don f t suck up to a nyone / 
v + adv + prep 

sucker /'sAk3(r)/ 

.sucker sb 'into sth; .sucker sb into doing 

sth (AmR, informal) to persuade sb to do sth 
they do not really want to do, especially by using 
their lack of knowledge or experience: He got 
suckered into the scheme . o I was suckered into 
helping. 

□EXE This phrasal verb is usually used in the 
passive. 

<3> v + n/pron + prep 

sue is\\:BrEal$o$)\i:j 

'sue for sth (formal) to formally ask for sth. espe¬ 
cially in a court of law: to sue for divorce o The 
rebels were forced to sue for peace. 

SOlD divorce, peace 
Q v+prep 


suit /suit BrE also sjurt/ 

‘suit sth to sb/sth to make sth appropriate for 
sb/sth: He can suit his conversation to whoever 
he's with. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

SUITK /saih/ (-mm-) 

.sum 'up; sum sth 'up 1 to give the main points 
of sth in a few words: Before we conclude the meet¬ 
ing. let me sum up. o To sum up. there are three 
main ways of tackling the problem... o In her 
conclusion, she summed up wha t had been agreed. 

summarize, summarize sth (more formal ) 
2 (of a judge) to give the main points of the evi¬ 
dence or arguments in a legal case, near the end 
of the trial: When he summed up, the judge 
reminded the jury of the seriousness of the case. 
<3^ v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv 
(lessfrequent) 

► summing- up n 1 a speech made by the judge 
to the jury near the end of the trial, giving the 
main points of the evidence and the arguments 
in the case: The judge will begin her summing-up 
on Monday. 2 an occasion when sb states the 
main points of an argument, etc: There was a 
final summing-up by each of the speakers, o The 
speakers gave brief summings-up of their talks. 

f sum sb/sth 'up 1 to describe or show the most 
typical characteristics of sb/sth, especially in a 
few words: His speech summed up the mood of the 
whole country.: o Totally lazy — that just about 
sums him up. 2 (as sb/sth) to decide or express 
what you think about sb/sth: The two of them 
stood there, summing each other up. o He had 
already summed her up as someone who hated to 
admit defeat, o I summed up the situation imme¬ 
diately (= realized what was happening and what 
needed to be done). MB size sb/sth up 
v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

summon /'SAmon/ 

.summon Sth 'up 1 to manage to produce a par¬ 
ticular feeling in yourself, although this is diffi¬ 
cult: She eventually summoned up the courage to 
knock at the door, o He managed to summon up a 
smile, o I can't summon up much enthusiasm for 
grammar! o I don’t think I can summon up the 
energy to go for a run. Is^3 courage, smile, 
energy, strength MB muster sth up fHsXia In 
this meaning summon sth up is not used in the 
passive. ♦ Summon sth is sometimes used with 
this meaning. 2 to make an idea, a feeling, a 
memory, etc. come into your mind: It's a smell 
that summons up memories of my childhood. [HD 
memories, vision, image MB evoke sth (more 
formal) 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 


surge /sa:d3; AmE S3:rds/ 

.surge 'through sb if a feeling surges through 

you, you suddenly feel it very strongly: A thrill of 
excitement surged through Isobel. Isobji relief, 
excitement, anger 
■eseeo&asuRGK up 
v+ prep 

.surge ’up (literary) if an emotion surges up in 
you, you suddenly feel it very strongly: Panic 
surged up inside her. 

ram Surge up is usually used with another 
adverb ora phrase beginning with a preposition. 
-$► see also surge through sb 
^ v + adv 

► 'upsurge (irr/of sth) n [usually sing.) a sudden 
great increase in sth; There has been a recent 
upsurge of violence in the area, o an upsurge of 
interest in science and technology 

surrender /se'rendaft-)/ 

sur render to sb/sth; surrender yourself 
to sb/sth ( formal ) to stop trying to resist a feel¬ 
ing, a particular person, etc. and let them control 
what you do: He surrendered to his natural 
instinct to run away o She surrendered to Leo's 
charm, o He surrendered h imself to sleep. 
v + prep ♦ v + pron + prep 

SUSS /sas/ 

,suss sb/sth ’out (BrE, informal) to find out 
what sb/sth is really like: to understand the 
important things about sb/sth: My classmates 
were sussing me out, seeing how tough I was. o 
We’ll need to suss out our opponents before the 
game, o I've got him sussed out now. o Jen had 
sussed out right away that there was something 
strange going on. o Simon always did what his 
family wanted. I soon sussed that out. 
nsm Suss sb/sth can be used with a similar 
meaning: I’ve got him sussed. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

swallow /* swolao; AmE ‘sworloo/ 

.swallow sb/sth 'up to completely cover sb/sth 
or absorb them/it, so that they can no longer be 
seen or do not exist separately: He watched them 
walk away until the darkness swallowed them up. 
o She was so embarrassed she wished that the 
ground would open and swallow her up. o The 
countryside is rapidly being swallowed up by 
building developments, o Many small businesses 
have been swallowed up by larger companies. 
gran Swallow sb/sth is sometimes used with 
this meaning: She wished that the ground would 
open up and swallow her. 

<*> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.swallow sth 'up to use sth such as money or 
resources completely: Practising the piano swal¬ 
lows up all her free time, o Pay rises were quickly 
swallowed up by price increases, o Nuclear 
weapons swallowed up a third of the country’s 
defence spending, o The extm money was swal¬ 
lowed up by debts. 

HO time, money MB use sth up 

EESB Swallow sth up is often used in the 

passive. 

<^v + adv + n*v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 

SWan /swon; AmE swam/ (-nn-) 

swan about/around; .swan a'bout/ 
a round Sth (BrE, informal disapproving) to 
move around or go from one place to another 
enjoying yourself, but with no real purpose: Stop 
swanning about pretending to be clever, o She’s 
swanning around Europefor the summer. 
v + adv * v + prep 

.swan 'off (to...) (BrE, informal disapproving) to 
go off to enjoy yourself with no real purpose; 
He’s always swanning off to Spain on holiday / 
v + adv 

SWap (also swop) /swop; AmE sweep! (-p p-) 

.swap around/over/round (informal espe¬ 
cially BrE) if two people swap around/over/ 
round, they move to where the other person was 
before or start doing each other's jobs: I’ll drive 
there and you can read the map. We ’ll sump over 
on the way back. 

MB change over/round < BrE) 

^ v + adv 

.swap sb/sth a round/ over/ round (informal, 
especially BrE) to replace sb/sth with sb/sth else: 
At half-time the manager swapped some of the 
players around. 

MB change sb/sth round/around 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n (rare) 

.swap 'over (to sth), .swap sb/sth 'over (to sth) 

to change from one situation, position, etc. to 
another: to make sb do this: We swapped over 
from an electric cooker to a gas cooker, o Have you 
been swapped over to the new computer system 
yet? 

5155} switch over, switch sth over, switch sb 
over 

<«> v+adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less 
frequent) 

swarm /swarm; AmEswx.rmi 

'swarm with sb/sth <usually used in the progres¬ 
sive tenses) if a place is swarming with sb/sth, it 
is very full of people or things moving around: 
The museum was swarming with tourists, o The 
room was hot and swarming with flies. 

<*> v + prep 
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swear /sweet r); AmE swer / (swore 
/swor(r)/sworn /sworn; AmE swoon/) 

'swear by sb (no/ nsed in //ic tenses) 

to name sb in order to show that you are making 
a serious promise: I swear by Almighty God that I 
will tell the truth ( for example, said in a British 
court of law). 

^ v + prep 

'swear by sth/sb (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to believe strongly that sth/sb is very use¬ 
ful and helpful: My brother swears by lemon and 
honey drinks as a cold remedy, o Why don ’tyou go 
and see Dr. Nash? My mother swears by him. 

$ v + prep 

.swear sb in; ,swear sb Into sth to introduce 
sb publicly to a new- position, responsibility: etc. 
by getting them to promise that they will do the 
job correctly, be loyal to the organization, their 
country, etc: He was sworn in as President in 
January ; o The new President was hurriedly 
sworn into office. 

E3E Swear sb in and swear sb into sth are 
often used in the passive. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
► .swearing-in n [U] [sing. | the act of getting sh 
to promise publicly to do their job correctly be 
loyal to their organization or country etc, before 
they begin a new job or responsibility: The 
swearing-in of the new president will take place 
tomorrow, o a swearing-in ceremony 
,swear 'off sth ( informal , especially AmE) to 
make a serious promise that you will give sth up, 
especially sth that is bad or harmful: He’s intend¬ 
ing to swear off alcohol, o Ever since her boy¬ 
friend left she has sworn off men. 
v + prep 

swear to sth ( informal ) to say that sth is defin¬ 
itely true: I think Eve met him somewhere before , 
but I couldn’t swear to it (= Vm not completely 
certain). 

<§► v + prep 

'swear sb to Sth to make sb promise sth, espe¬ 
cially that they will not tell other people sth: The 
actors know how the series will end but they are 
sworn to secrecy, o Jeff told me about his pro¬ 
motion and swore me to silence. 

# v +n/pron + prep 

sweat ,/swet/ 

.sweat sth 'off to lose weight by doing a lot of 
hard exercise to make yourself hot and produce 
sweat: I sweated off the extra weight by playing 
squash everyday. 

& v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 
.sweat sth 'out 1 to get rid of a cold, fever, etc. by 
staying warm so that you produce sweat: When¬ 
ever I get a had fever l go to bed and sweat it out. 


ISijjJ cold, fever 2 .sweat it ‘out to wait for sth 
that you feel nervous or anxious about to happen 
or to end: They made us sweat it out for two hours 
until the result was announced. 

EHE Sweat sth out is not used in the passive. 

^ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less 
frequent ) 

’sweat over sth ( informal ) to work very hard on 
sth; to spend a lot of time doing sth or worrying 
about sth: I've been sweating over my letter of res¬ 
ignation for severa l days. 

^ v + prep 

sweep ,/swi:p/ (swept, swept /swept/) 

.sweep sb a'tong/a’way to make sb feel very 
enthusiastic about sth or involved in sth; to 
affect sb so much they forget everything else: 
Ana was swept along by her father’s enthusiasm. 

carry sb along; be/get carried away 
E3323 Sweep sh along/away is usually used in 
the passive. 

<!► v + n/pron + adv 

.sweep sb a side to defeat sb easily: United 
swept Liverpool aside with ease. 
v + n/pron + adv * v * adv + n 
.sweep sth a'slde to ignore sth; to treat sth as 
though it is not important: All their objections 
were swept aside . o She sweeps aside every sug¬ 
gestion I make. 

objections, protests, restrictions, oppos¬ 
ition, criticism 

kiuu Sweep sth aside is often used in the 
passive. 

<!► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.sweep sb a'way - swkep sb ai.oxg/away 
.sweep sth a way to destroy or get rid of sth 
completely: The President's speech swept a way- 
all our doubts, o Poverty will be swept away! o 
The. old way of life has been swept away by the 
electronic revolution. 

v + adv + rt ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.sweep sth 'back/'up it' you sweep your hair 
back or up, you brush or push it away from your 
face: She swept her hair back from her face with 
both hands, o Long hair can be swept upon top of 
your head. 

SI hair 

& v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.sweep sth off; .sweep sth h off sth to remove 
sth from somewhere, especially by brushing 
with your hands, a brush, etc: He swept the 
crumbs off the table, o (figurative) The wind 
swept her hat off 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
VM .sweep sb off their ‘feet to make sb fall sud¬ 
denly and deeply in love with you: Maria was 
swept off her feet by Mark’s charm. 


.sweep sth ’out to clean a room, a cupboard, etc. 
with a large brush with a long handle (a broom): 
Brad was busy sweeping out the yard. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.sweep sb ‘up 1 to lift sb with a sudden smooth 
movement: He ran forward and sivept her up in 
his arms. 2 to make sb become very involved in 
sth so that they are unable to think dearly: The 
whole country was swept up in the excitement. 
TffN) be get caught up (in sth) EEfB Sweep sb 
up is often used in the passive in this meaning. 
v + n/pron +adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 

.sweep 'up; .sweep sth ’up to remove dust, 
dirt, etc. from a floor with a brush: We had to 
sweep up before we left, o We d better sweep up all 
the bits of broken glass quickly. 

^v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.sweep sth 'up - sweep sth back/up 

sweeten fswr.tm 

.sweeten sb 'up (informal) to try to persuade sb 
to help you, agree to sth, etc. by giving them gifts, 
being very nice to them, etc: // you sweeten him 
up he’ll do the work for you. o They sweeten up 
customers with special offers. 

4 $ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

Swell /swel/ (swelled/sweld/swollen 

/’swaolan; AmE ‘swoo-/ or swelled, swelled) 

swell 'up if part of the body swells up, it 
becomes much larger and rounder than usual as 
a result of illness, injury, etc: My foot swelled up 
to twice its normal size, o (figurative) A feeling of 
admiration swelled up in her 
v + adv 

swill /swil/ 

swill sth 'down (informal) to drink a large 
amount of sth quickly: He just swilled down his 
beer and walked out. 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

swing /swig/ (swung, swung /swa g/j 

.swing a'round; .swing sb/sth a'round (BrE 
also .swing ‘round, .swing sb/sth ‘round) 1 to 

turn around fast to face the other way; to make 
sh/sth do this: Luke suddenly swung round and 
glared at me. o I swung the car round and drove 
back down the road. 2 to change from one idea, 
opinion, etc. to another, especially the opposite 
one: The labour Party has now swung round to 
supporting Europe, o You should be able to swing 
people round to your point of view. 

<$► v + adv * v + n/pron + adv 
'swing at sb; 'swing sth at sb to try to hit sb; 
She swung at me with the iron bar. 

+ prep * v + n/pron + prep 


.swing ’by; .swing 'by sth (AmE, informal) to 
visit a person or place for a short time, especially 
when you are going somewhere else: She swung 
by (= came here) on her way home, o Let's swing 
by Dave’s house after the movie. 

ME) drop by 
^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.swing 'round; .swing sb/sth 'round (BrE) = 

SWING AROUND, SWING Sfi/STIt AROUND 

switch /swrtjy 

.switch 'off (informal) to stop giving your atten¬ 
tion to sb or sth: / just switch off when Jo starts 
talking, o Do you find it hard to switch off (= stop 
thinking about work) when you get home? 

5sym> turn off 
v + adv 

.switch off; .switch sth off; .switch itself 
'off to stop an electrical device, a machine or an 
engine working by pressing a switch, a button, 
etc; The heating switches off at 10.U0p.rn. o Shall 
I switch the lights off? o The electricity has been 
switched off o (figurative) Her smile switched off 
suddenly when she saw him come in. 

TsTh) turn off, turn itself off, turn sth off 
Tzm switch on, switch sth on, switch Itself on 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
switch on; .switch sth 'on; .switch itself 
'on to start an electrical device, a machine or an 
engine by pressing a switch, a button, etc: She 
walked in and switched on the light, o The 
machine switches ( itself) on automa tically, o How 
do you switch this thing on? o (figurative) He can 
switch on the charm whenever he likes. 

MS) turn on, turn Itself on; turn sth on 
Tom switch off. switch sth off, switch Itself off 
v + adv 

.switch over (to sth), .switch sth 'over (to sth) 

1 (BrE) to change from one television station to 
another: I switched over to watch the news. MD 
change over (to sth); turn over (to sth), turn sth 
over (to sth) 2 (also .switch sb ‘over) to change 
from one position, situation, job, etc. to another: 
We 'vefinally switched over to a computerized sys¬ 
tem. o The country gradually switched over from 
imperial to metric. o 85000 customers have been 
switched over to the new system. ME) change 
over (from sth) (to sth) 

^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

SWiVel /'swrvl/ (-II-, AmJ£-b) 

.swivel a round; .swivel sb/sth a round (also 
.swivel round, .swivel sb/sth 'round especially 
BrE) 1 to turn or move your body, eyes or head 
around quickly to face another direction: He 
swivelled around to look at her: 2 to turn or make 
sth turn around a fixed central point: She 
swivelled the chair around to face them. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 





swop 
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SWOp /swop; AmE sweep/ (-pp-) 

Swop a'round/over/round = swap around/ 
OVER/ROUND 

.swop sb/sth a'round/over/round = swap 

SB/STH AR01;N'[}/0VER/R0UND 

swot /swot;j4m£swa:t/ 

- 3W< >t ’up (on sth) (BrE, informal) £o study a sub' 
ject very hard, especially when you are prepar¬ 
ing for an exam: / have to swot up on phrasal 
verbs for a test tomorrow, o It '$ time to start swot¬ 
ting up for the exam. 

IMltD brush sth up. brush up on sth (especially 
BrE), mug up (on sth), mug sth up (BrE), 
review sth (especially AmS), revise sth (BrE) 

syphon /'saifn/ 

syphon sth ’off = siphon sth off 


Tt 


tack/task/ 

,tack sth on: ,tack sth ’on to sth (informal) 
to add sth as an extra item, especially in a care¬ 
less way: The last paragraph seems to have been 
tacked on at the last minute. <> An extra day has 
been tacked onto the New Year holiday, o a porch 
tacked on to the front of the house 
MS) add sth on, add sth on to sth 

Tack sth on and tack sth on to sth are 
often used in the passive. 
see also tag sth on,tag sth on to sth 
+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv+prep 

tag /taeg/ (-gg-) 

,tag along (behind/with sb) (informal ) to go 
somewhere with sb. especially when you have 
not been invited: The children tagged along 
behind their mother, o Can I tag along (with you) 
when you go to the shops? 

TO string along (with sb) 

-4 sec also tag on, tag on to sb 
& v + adv 

,tag ’on; ,tag 'on to sb/sth (especially BrE) to 
follow sb closely and go somewhere with them, 
although you have not been invited: Kate's friend 
tagged on and spoiled the day o We tagged on to 
the end of the procession, 
see also tag along (behind/with sh) 
v + adv ♦ v+adv + prep 

,tag sth on: ,tag sth 'on to sth (informal) to 
add sth as an extra item to the end of sth, espe¬ 
cially in a careless way: An apology was tagged 
on to the end of the letter o Online security is 
being built in to the system, not tagged on. 

TO add sth on, add sth on to sth 

EEra Tag sth on and tag sth on to sth are often 

used in the passive, 

-frseea&OTACK sth on.tack sth on to sth 
0 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

tail /ted / 

.tail a way = tail off 

.tall 'back (BrE) if traffic tails back, it forms a 
long line that moves very slowly or does not 
move at all: After the accident traffic tailed back 
eight miles. 

<£► v+adv 

► tailback n ( BrE) a long line of traffic that 
moves very slowly or does not move at all: The 
crash caused a six-mile tailback. 


.tail 'off (also .tail away less frequent) to become 
smaller, fewer, weaker, etc: Sales tailed off in the 
autumnifall. o The number of tourists starts to 
tail off in September, o Her voice tailed away, o 
‘Did you want to see... * she ta iled off. 
v + adv 

tailor/'teller)/ 

'tailor sth to/for sb/sth to make or adapt sth for 
a particular purpose, a particular person, etc: 
Special programmes of study are tailored to the 
needs of specific students. 

+n/pron + prep 


take /teik/ (took /tok/taken /’teikan/) 



- aback 

301 

-on 
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- against 

302 

- out of 


- along 
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take sb a'baek to shock or surprise sb: / was 
taken aback by his rudeness. 
nan Take sb aback is usually used in the 
passive, 

<S>v + n/pron + adv 

take 'after sb 1 (not used in the progressive 
tenses) to look like or behave like an older mem¬ 
ber of your family: / >n told I take after my grand¬ 
mother. o Your daughter doesn’t take after you at 
all o He’s always been shy he takes after his 

father. 2 (old-fashioned, AmE) to begin to follow 
sb quickly in order to catch them: A man rushed 
out of the bank and two men took after him. o She 
ran out into the night and he took after her. 

0 v+prep 

take a gainst sb/sth (old-fashioned. BrE) to 
begin to dislike sb/sth: Why have you suddenly 
taken against T/xura? 

SqpE take to sb/sth 
v + prep 

.take sb/sth along (to sth) to take sb or sth with 
you when you go somewhere: Tom took his sister 
along to the party, o When you travel with young 
children, take along somefavourite toys or a book. 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 





take apart 


298 


299 


take in 


.take sb/sth a'part {informal) 1 (in spurt) to 
defeat sb easily: He took the American apart in 
the third set (= in a game of tennis), o We took the 
other team apart o Touch her again and VU take 
you apart! 2 to attack or criticize sb/sth severely: 
Her second novel urns taken apart by the critics. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + a civ + n (less frequent) 
.take sth a part to separate a machine, a piece of 
equipment, etc. into its parts: She took the clock 
apart and couldn't put it back together, o You can 
take the mixer apart to clean it o The police took 
the room apart ( examined everything very 
carefully), looking for evidence. 

HxH) dismantle sth ( more formal) 
repp) put sth together 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ( less frequent ) 
.take sb a round; .take sb a round sth (.BrE 
also .take sb 'round, .take sb round sth) to visit 
a place with sb; to show sb the interesting or 
important parts of a place: If you d like to see the 
town. I could take you around, o We got a guide to 
take us round the temples. 

HXJtD show sb around, show sb around sth; 
take sb over sth 

<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 
.take sb/sth a 1 round {especially AmE) = take 

SB/STII ROUND 

.take sb a'side to separate sb from the rest of a 
group in order to talk to them privately: She took 
me aside and explained the situat ion. 

^ v + n/pron + adv 

.take sb a'way (from sb/sth) 1 to remove sb from 
somewhere; to lead or move sb to another place: 
The injured were taken away by ambulance, o l 
can take you away from all this (■■ all this 
trouble). 2 to remove sb, especially a child, from 
sb ? s care: The children were taken away from 
them and put into a children's home, o My father 
took me a way from school and taught me himself 
3 to take sb with you on a trip or holiday/vac¬ 
ation: He takes the whole family away for two 
weeks in the summer. 4 to make it necessary for 
sb to leave a place, especially temporarily: SanTs 
ivork takes him away from his family for months 
at a time. 

<3>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent ) 

.take sth a'way 1 to remove sth and place it 
somewhere else: They had to take the computer 
away to fix it. o You can take the book away with 
you . 2 (from sb/sth) to remove something from a 
person, a place or an orga nization so that they no 
longer have it: These books must not be taken 
away from the library, o They can’t take our 
rights away from us. 3 to make a feeling, pain, 
etc. disappear: These tablets should help take the 
pain away, o That was disgusting! I need a drink 
of water to take the taste away. IS pain, taste, 
appetite 4 (from sth) (mathematics) to take one 
number from another: If you take four away 
from ten, that leaves six. o Ten take away four 


leaves six (10 ■ - 4=6). 5 (BrE) (AmE .take sth ’out) 
(usually used in the infinitive with 'to ) to buy a 
cooked dish at a restaurant and carry it away to 
eat at home, in the street, etc: A cheeseburger and 
a coffee to take away f please, o Is that to eat here 
or take away? 6 (from sth) to form an opinion or 
impression of sb/sth that is still there when you 
go away: We didn't take away a very favourable 
impression of the hotel, o What do we want stu¬ 
dents to takeaway (= to learn) from this course? 
<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
IEXS1 take sb’s 'breath away to surprise or please 
somebody very much: The first sightof the water¬ 
fall takes your breath away. 

► 'takeaway (BrE) n la restaurant that cooks 
and sells food that you eat somewhere else: a Chi¬ 
nese! Indian takeaway o a takeaway restaurant 2 
(AmE 'takeout, carry-out) a meal that you buy 
from this type of restaurant: We could get a take¬ 
away tonight, o a takeaway pizza 

.ta ke a 'way from sth to make the effect or value 
of sth seem less: I don’t wish to take away from 
his achievements , but he couldn’t have done it 
without our help, 

MS) detract from sth (moreformal) 
v + adv + prep 

.take sb a’way from sth to take sb’s attention 
away from what they tire trying to do: These 
minor problems are taking us away from the real 
issue . 

ysytty distract sb (from sth) 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.take sb 'back 1 (to sth) to go with someone to 
the place where they were or to your/their home: 
Can you take me back to the hotel? o I'll take the 
kids back now — they’re getting tired. 2 to allow 
sb such as your husband, wife or partner to come 
home after they have left because of a problem; 
to allow sb to return to their job: I agreed to take 
her hack if she promised to be faithful in future, o 
An employer cannot be forced to take you back. 

have sb back 3 (to sth) to make sb's 
thoughts return to a past time: The smell of the 
sea took him back to his childhood, o That song 
takes me back a bit! usv»> carry sb back (to sth) 
# v + n/pron + adv 

.take sth 'back 1 (to sb/sth) if you take sth 
back to a shop/store, or a shop/store takes sth 
back, you return sth that you have bought 
because it is the wrong size or does not work, for 
example: The sweater had a hole in it so I took it 
back. >s yh) return sth (more formal) 2 to return 
sth you have borrowed, hired, etc: lforgot to take 
my books back to the library, o It '5 your turn to 
take the videos back. WE> return sth (more for¬ 
mal) EZ3B In informal spoken language take sb 
back sth, or, less often, take sb sth back can 
also be used: 7 took him back his CD. o 1 took him 
his CD back. 3 to take something you have 
bought, etc. home with you after you have been 


away: We spent a lot of the holiday looking for 
presents to take back for the kids. dSQi In infor¬ 
mal spoken language take sb back sth is also 
used: We took the kids back, some presents. 4 to 
receive or take sth that you own from sb who has 
borrowed it: When Vd read the letter he took it 
back and put it in his pocket, o No attempt was 
ever made to take back the land (=■ to take control 
of it again). 5 to admit that sth you said was 
wronger that you should not have said it: I take 
back what I said about you being lazy. W»> 
retract sth; withdraw sth (both more forma I) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 5 v + adv + n ♦ 
v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less frequent) 

.take sb/sth 'down; .take sb/sth down sth 
to go with sb/sth to a lower level, to a more south¬ 
ern part of a country, etc., or to a different part of 
a building, town, country etc: The nurse will take 
you down in the lift, o The injured climbers were 
taken down the mountain on a sledge, o You 
promised to take me down to London next time you 
went! o Tony s just taking the car down to the gar¬ 
age he’ll be back soon. 

ME) take sb/sth up, take sb/sth up sth 
<§► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent) + 
v + n/pron + prep 

.take sth 'down 1 to remove sth from a high 
level: She took a book down from the top shelf. 2 to 
remove sth that is hanging on a wall, etc: Will you 
help me take the curtains down ?EM curtains, 
pictures EED put sth up 3 to remove a struc¬ 
ture by separating it into pieces: They were tak¬ 
ing their tent down as we left. 1213 a tent, 
scaffolding ME) put sth up 4 to pull down a 
piece of clothing worn below the waist, without 
actually removing it: She took her trousers down 
to show the doctor her leg wound. m3 trousers, 
pants 5 to write sth down: She took down my 
name , address and phone number. m3 details, 
(telephone) number Ml) note sth down 
+ n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

.take sb 'ini to allow sb to stay in your home: She 
takes in paying guests, o When my parents died , 
my uncle took me in and brought me. up, £13 
guests, lodgers 2 if the police take sb in, they 
take them to a police station to question them 
about a crime: Two young men have been taken in 
for questioning. 3 (of an organization, an institu¬ 
tion, etc.) to accept sb as a member, a student, a 
patient, etc: The college took in more students 
than ever before last year. 4 to make sb believe sth 
that is not true: How could I have been taken in by 
his charm? o She took me in completely with her 
story. HiD deceive sb (more formal) Im mb In 
this meaning take sb in is usually used in the 
passive. 

<!► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► Intake n 1 [C] [U] the number of people who 
join a college or other organization at a particu¬ 
lar time: a new intake of students 2 (AmE) a first 


test, meeting, etc. that you have when you go to a 
hospital or have an interview 1 for a job or school, 
etc. see also intake at. take sth in, take sth 

INTO STH 

.take sb/sth in (to sth), .take sb/sth into sth 

to go with sb or to take sth into a building or 
another place: I’m going into town , so VU take you 
in if you like . o I took Jack into the kitchen for a 
quiet chat o I’ll take you in to meet the manager 
now. o If you take your camera in (to the shop), 
they 'll have a look at it for you. o My dad has been 
taken into hospital. 

Plan in informal spoken language take sth in 
(for sb) can also he used in the patterns take sb 
in sth and, less often, take sb sth in: 7 took him 
in a cup of tea. o I took him a cup of tea in. 

see also take sth in, take sth into sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 

.take sth 'in 1 to notice sth with your eyes: He 
took in every detail of her appearance, o She 
started to relax and take in her surroundings. 2 to 
understand or absorb sth that you hear or read; 
to accept sth as true: I read the. whole page with¬ 
out taking anything in. o He just couldn’t take in 
what had happened. 3 to include or cover sth: 
The trip takes in six European capitals, o The 
study takes in women from 15 different countries. 
EEna In this meaning take sth in is not used in 
the passive. 4 (informal) to go to see or visit sth 
such as a fUm/movie, especially when you are in 
a place for a different reason; She always tries to 
take in a show when she’s in New York, m3 a 
show, the sights EFm In this meaning take sth 
in is not used in the passive. 5 to make a piece of 
clothing narrower or tighter: This dress needs to 
be taken in at the waist. @13 a dress, a skirt, etc* 
MD let sth out 6 if a boat takes in water, water 
comes in to it, usually through the bottom or 
sides TO only water 7 (old-fashioned) to do par¬ 
ticular kinds of work for other people in your 
home, in order to earn money: My grandmother 
used to take in washing. [M3 washing. Ironing, 
sewing 8 (AmE) to receive or earn an amount of 
money: How much did the show take in? 

<S>v + adv+n * v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv(/ess 
frequent) 

.take sth 'in; .take sth 'Into sth to absorb sth 
into the body by breathing or swallowing it: Fish 
take in oxygen through their gills, o She took in 
deep breaths of sea ait: o When we breathe we 
take oxygen into the body. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+n/pron + prep 
► 'Intake n 1 fU] [C] the amount of food, drink, 
etc. that you take into your body: a high intake of 
vitamin Co to reduce your calorie intake 2 [C, 
usually sing.] an act of hiking sth in, especially a 
breath: a sharp intake of breath 
see also intake at take sb in 






take into 


m 


.take sb 'into sth to accept sb info an institu¬ 
tion, an organization, etc: They had to take the 
children into care (~ to be looked after by the 
local authority). <> Five men were taken Into 
custody (= to prison), o They took him into the 
firm as a partner last year 
BHI13 Take sb into sth is often used in the 
passive. 

v * n/pron + prep 

4 take sb/sth into sth to bring sb/sth into a par * 
ticular situation, activity, period of lime, etc: 
Improved graphics took computer games into a 
new era. o Owen’s goa i took Engla nd in to the lead 
{■= they were winning). o the government that 
took Britain into Europe 
$ v + n/pron + prep 

.take 'off 1 (of an aircraft, etc.) to leave the 
ground an d begin to fl y: The fligh t was due to take 
off from Heathrow at 13.15. o (figurative) The 
high jumper took off at a bad angle . SsEEi land 2 
(informal) if an idea, a product, etc. takes off, it 
suddenly becomes successful or popular: The 
new dictionary has really taken off o Her career is 
just starting to take off o Sales of mobile phones 
have really taken off in the Iasi feu) years. 
v4 adv 

► 'take-off n fU] (CJ1 the moment when an air¬ 
craft, etc. leaves th e ground: The plane is ready 
for take-off & take-off pointlspeedlrun o (figura¬ 
tive) The economy is poised for take-off 2 the 
moment when your feet leave the ground when 
you jump 

■4 see also take-off at take sr off 
<take off; ,take yourself off to leave some¬ 
where suddenly or in a hurry: Whenever things 
get tough she takes off o He stayed for a year, then 
took off for a job in New York. oVm going to take 
myself off to bed. 

v + adv ♦ v + pron *-adv 

.take Sb ’off (especially BrE) 1 to copy sb in an 
amus Lrvg way: She was taking off the woman next 
door. 2 (In sports, entertainment etc.) to remove 
a player from the field, an actor from the stage, 
etc. and not allow them to continue playing, or 
acting: Their best striker was taken off after 30 
minutes. 

^1 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv « v + n * adv 
2 v > n/prori + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

► take-off n an act of copying sb In an amusing 
way 

-* see also ta ke-opf at ta k k o ff 
.take sb ’off; .take sb off sth to rescue sb 
from a ship, a mountain, etc: The injured men 
were taken off the boat by helicopter. 

BHD This phrasal verb is often used in the 
passive. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (Lessfrequent) ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep 


’take sb/sth ‘off (to sth) to make sb go with you to 
another place; to take sth to another place: They 
took him off to the police station, o She collected 
our passports and took them off somewhere. 

0V ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v *- adv 4 n (rare) 

,tako sb 'off sth 1 to stop sb from continuing a 
particular medicine, treatment, etc; His doctor 
took him off tranquillizers. 5^) put sb on sth 2 
to remove sb from a job, position, etc. and not 
allow them to continue: One of the lawyers has 
been taken off thecase. 
v + n/pron 4 prep 

.take sth off 1 to remove an item of clothing 
from your/sb's body: She took her coat off and 
hung it up. o It's the custom to take off your shoes 
when you go into the house, o Can you take off 
Tommy’s jacket for me? MU clothes, shoes, 
coat, jacket, etc. put sth on 2 to remove a 
bus, train, etc. from service; to stop a television 
or radio programme, performances of a show, 
etc: The 17.13 bus to Bristol will be taken off next 
month, o The play was taken off after a week. 

put sth on 3 to cut off hair or a part of the 
body: The hairdresser asked me how ranch she 
should take qff o His leg had to be taken off above 
the knee. 

v 4 n/pron 4 adv ♦ v *adv 4 n 
0391 take my 'hat off to sb ( informal \ especially 
BrE) used to say that you admire sb very much 
for sth they have done 

.take sth ’off; .take sth ’off sth 1 to remove 
sth from somewhere: Sam took off the tid and 
looked inside, o Sam took the lid off the box and 
looked inside, o Can you take your feet off the 
sofa? o I've got cm assistant now. which will take 
the pressure off a bit. o Always take your make¬ 
up off before you go to bed. Wr*h remove sth 
(more formal) SEED put sth on 2 to remove an 
amount of money a number of marks or points, 
etc. from sth in order to reduce the total: Can you 
take any money off this shirt (= sell it at a cheaper 
price)? o Marks will be taken off for bad spelling. 

3 to have a period of time as a break from work 
or school: I'm going to take next week off. o She 
took a day off work. 4 to remove a name, an item, 
etc. from a list: The soup has been taken off (the 
menu), o I took my name off the list. 

& v 4 n/pron 4 adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
UBS take your 'eyes off sb/sth to stop looking at 
sb/sth: He ooutdn 7 take his eyes off the cake, o I 
only took my eyes off her for a second and she dis¬ 
appeared. take your mind off sb/sth to make 
you stop thinking about sb or about sth unpleas* 
ant: We thought going out for the evening might 
take her mind off things. 
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take Sth 'off sb (Informal, especially BrE) to use 
force or your authority to get sth from sb: 
Another child took his teddy off him. o The 
teacher took the cigarettesoff me. 

<$► v 4 n/pron + prep 

nan take ’years off sb to make sb feel or look 
younger than they are: ( informal ) That hairstyle 
takes ten years off youl 

take sth 'off sth(ir^orma/)tomakesthshorter 
by the amount mentioned: Smoking takes six 
years off the average life. 

<bv 4 n/pron + prep 

.take yourself 'off = take off. take yoxjrself 
off 

.take 'on sth to begin to have a particular quality, 
appearance, etc: Lisa’s voice took on a more ser - 
ious tone, o His words suddenly look on a differ¬ 
ent meaning, o The car suddenly seemed to take 
on a life of its own (= move by itself without any¬ 
one controlling it). 

IqbTI meaning^ shape, expression, appearance 
2 YSD assume sth (more for mat) 
v ♦ adv 4 n 

.take sb 'on 1 to employ sb: She was taken on as a 
graduate trainee, o They take on extra staff for 
the summer. HYH> employ sb 2 to accept sb as a 
patient, a customer, etc: The practice (= group of 
doctors or dentists) has stopped taking on new 
patients, lofj) patients, clients 3 to play against 
sb in a game or contest; to fight against sb: She 
took her father on at chess and beat him. o The 
rebels took on the entire Roman army. 

^v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv♦ n 
.lake sb/sth ’on (of a bus. plane, ship, etc.) to 
allow sb/sth to enter or come on board: The bus 
stopped to take on more passengers, o The plane 
was taking on fuel from a tanker. 

4> v + adv 4 n ♦ v 4 n/pron + adv 
take sth 'on to decide to do sth; to agree to be 
responsible for sth: She took on more responsibil¬ 
ities when she was promoted, off we’re short of 
money I’ll just have to take on extra work. 

1553 responsibility,Job, task, work 
<£► v 4 adv 4 n ♦ v 4 n/pron 4 adv 
’take Sth on/upon yourself to decide to do sth 
without asking permission or talking to anyone 
else: She took the responsibility for what had hap 
pened upon herself o Reg took it upon himself 
to tell the newspapers the truth 
<£► v 4 n/pron + prep 4 pron 

.take sb ’out (far/to sth) to invite sb to go with 
you to the theatre, a restaurant, etc: He took Susie 
out fora meal. 

<*>v 4 n/pron 4 adv 

.take sb ’out; .take sb out of sth to remove sb 
from a place; to take sb outside a building: The 
prisoners were taken out and shot. 

^ v 4 n/pron 4 adv ♦ v + n/pron 4edv 4 prep 


.take sb/sth ’out (informal) to kill sb or destroy 
sth; to injure or damage sb/sth so that they can 
not work or be used: Enemy missiles took out two 
of our planes, o Police think he was taken out by 
a rival gang. 

<g>v 4 adv + n ♦ v 4 n/pron 4 adv 
.take sth 'OUtl to remove a part of the body from 
inside sb: She had to have her appendix taken out. 
0 Cm afraid we’ll have to take the tooth out Iqbj] 
your/sb’s tonsils, your/sb’s teeth, your/sb’s 
appendix USD remove sth (more formal) 2 to 
obtain an official document or a service: She took 
out a loan to buy a new car. o Did you remember to 
take out travel insurance?^] Insurance, loan, 
mortgage 3 (against sb) to start a legal process 
against sb by means of an official document: They 
took out an injunction against the newspaper. HOED 
summons, Injunction 4 (for sth) to leave your 
house with sth In order to do a particular activity: 
Shall we take the car out for a drive this afternoon? 
5(AmE) = TAKE STH AWAY 5 
<$► v 4 adv + n ♦ v 4 n/pron 4 adv 
.take sth ’out; .take sth 'out of sth 1 to 
remove sth from somewhere: Jack felt in his 
pocket and took out his keys. o How many books 
did you take out of (= borrow from) the library? o 
You ’re not allowed lo take so much money out of 
the country o He took out his wallet and pulled 
out a £50note. 2 to carry sth with you outside: I’ll 
take the cases out to the car. 3 to remove money 
from your bank account: I took some more money 
out (of my account) yesterday [§HS money )Ar*> 
draw sth out, draw sth out of sth; withdraw sth 
(from sth) (more formal) 4 to remove an amount 
of money from a larger amount to pay for sth: £20 
will be taken out of your wages to pay for the dam¬ 
age. o Contributions toyour pension will be taken 
out of your salary. 5 to stop your career, studies, 
etc for a period of time in order to do sth else: 
She took a year out of college to work abroad, o 
He took a year out between school and college, o 
We need to take time out to think things through. 
fo5H a year, time BBS Take sth out is not used 
hi the passive in this meaning. 6 to make sth dis¬ 
appear from somewhere: Soaking should help to 
take the stain out. S stain 
4tv4adv4fwv + n/pron 4 adv ♦ 
v ♦ n/pron 4 adv + prep 

5 v 4 n 4 a<jv ♦ v + n + adv ♦ prep ♦ v 4 adv + n 
(none) 

039 take a leaf out of sb’s book to follow sb’s 
example: I’m going to take a leaf out qf your book 
and get lo work early, take *th out of sb’s 'hands 
to remove sth from sb’s control and deal with it 
yourself: The decision has been taken out of tny 
hands, take the 'mickey out of sb/sth (also take 
the 'piss out of sb A, slang) both (BrE, infor¬ 
mal) to make sb look or feel sifty by copying sth 
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that they do, or making them believe sth that is 
not true: They used to take the mickey out of Ade 
because of the way bespoke. 

► ‘takeout (Am El) - takeaway at take sth away 
'take It/sth out of sb to make sb feel very tired; 
That flu really took it out of me. o Looking after 
three young children really takes a lot out of you. 
513 a lot, so much HZ5) wear sb out 
4> v+it + adv * prep ♦ v + pron + adv + prep 
.take sb 'out of themselves (especially BrE) 
to make sb forget their worries, thoughts, com 
cerns, etc: Seeing his old friends again took him 
out of himself 

v + n/pron * adv + prep 

,take Sth out on sb/sth to behave in an 
unpleasant way towards sb/sth because you feel 
angry, disappointed, etc; When he’s had a bad 
day, he always takes it out on me. o You shouldn 7 
take your frustrations out on the kids. 

0 v + it + adv+prep ♦ v ♦ n/pron ■+ adv^ prep 
.take ‘over 1 (from sth) (as sth) to become more 
important than sth else and replace it; Com¬ 
puters are rapidly taking over from books as chit 
dren’s learning resources, o Glasgow took over 
from Lisbon as cultural capital of Europe. 2 to 
become stronger, more powerful or more notice¬ 
able; It’s hard not to let nega t ivefeelings take over, 
o When she saw the accident, her training as a 
doctor immediately took over. 
v + adv 

.take ‘over .take sth ‘over 1 (from sb) (as sth) 

to take responsibility for sth after sb else has 
finished; to do sth Instead of sb else: Who'sgoing 
to take over from Bill as manager when he retires? 
o V you’re tired of driving, I’ll take over for a 
while, o Flltakeover the driving if you want. 2 
to gain control of a political party, a country etc: 
Things wilt change when the Socialist Party takes 
over. <> In the film, aliens take over the world. 

& v ♦ adv • v+adv* n • v+pron + adv 
1 also v + n + ad v(rare) 

.take sb over sth 1 to go with sb around a build¬ 
ing and show them what is interesting or import 
ant: A guide took us over the house. HZ E> take sb 
around/round sth 2 to look at or discuss sth with 
sb and explain important points: Would you 
mind taking us over the procedure again? see 
al SO TAKE SB THROUGH STH 
4^ v +■ n/pron + prep 

.take sb/sth 'over 1 to affect sb so strongly that 
they are unable to think of anything else or do 
anything else: His ambition had taken him over, 
o My job is starting to take over my life. 2 
[♦ adv/prep] to take sb/sth from ope place to 
another: / look Mia over to Cambridge to meet my 
parents. 

1 v n/pnon + adv » v +■ adv * n 

2 v + n/pron + adv 


.take Sth ‘over 1 to gain control of a business, a 
company, etc. by buying it or by buying the most 
of its shares: The company was taken over last 
September, o They have already taken over sev¬ 
eral smaller airlines. (513 company buy sth 
out 2 If you take over a place, you fill it or use the 
whole of it so that other people cannot use it: 
We 're taking over the whole hotel for the confer¬ 
ence. 3 to start living in a place or using it; The 
flat was a mess when we took it over, o This build¬ 
ing used to be a school until the hotel look it over. 
4>v + adv+n ♦ v* n/pron + adv 
► 'takeover n (C] fU] 1 an act of gaining control 
of a company by buying most of its shares: The 
company have abandoned their takeover bid. 2 
an act of gaining control of a country, region or 
city especially by force: a military takeover 
.take sb round; .take sb round sth (BrE) 

— TAKE SB AROUND, TAKE SB AROUND STH 

.take sb/sth ’round (BrE) (also .take sb/sth 
a round AmE . BrE) to take sb/sth with you to 
another place, sb else v s home, etc: I’m taking the 
photos straight round to Phil’s to show him. o Joe 
took us round to see his mother. 
v + n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + adv * n 
.take sb/sth through; .take sb/sth through 
sth to lead or carry a person or a thing through 
one place to another: Joel’s take our tea through to 
the lounge, o The journey takes you through some 
beautiful scenery, o (figurative) We have plenty of 
work to take us through to the end of theyear. 

+ n/pron ■+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
take sb 'through sth to discuss sth with sb or 
explain it to them so that they know what to do: 
Your solicitor will take you through the contract. 
o The director took us through the play scene by 
scene. 

see also take sb over sth 2 
v + n/pron ♦ prep 

‘take to sb/sth to start liking sb/sth: Ididn 7 take 
to Elena's husband at all. o Hehasn 7 taken to his 
new school. 

mE> take against sb/sth 

<£► v ♦ prep 

HI not take 'kindly to sb/sth to not like sb/sth: I 
don 7 take kindly to being told how to run my life. 
'take to sth to go away to a particular place, espe¬ 
cially to escape from sth difficult or dangerous: 
She felt so ill that she took to her bed. o The rebels 
took to the hills, o Thousands of people took to 
the si reels (= went out into the streets) in protest. 
^ v + prep 

033 take to your 'heels to start running: They 
took to their heels and fled. 

‘take to Sth 1 (a too take to doing sth) to begin to 
do sth, especially as a habit: For some reason he 
took to walking the New York streets at night, o 


She gave up painting and took to sculpture. 2 to 
develop an ability for sth: He took to tennis as if 
he’d been playing all his life, o Jay took to teach¬ 
ing like a duck to water (= very naturally). 

^ v ♦ prep 

take Sth to Sth (informal) to use a tool or piece 
of equipment In order to do sth. especially sth 
violent: He took a hammer to the radio (= he des¬ 
troyed it). 

v + n/pron + prep 

.taka ‘up to continue with sth, especially after 
sb/sth else has finished: The hand’s new album 
takes up where the last one left off. 
adv 

.take sb/sth up; .take sb/sth 'up sth to go with 
sbor take sth to a higher place or to another part of 
a building, country etc: Someone will take you up 
to your room, o Why don’t we rake our picnic up the 
hat? o She took a hoi drink up to bed with her 
TffPp) take sb/sth down, take sb/sth down sth 
E23Q In Informal spoken language take sb up 
sth and, less often, take sb sth up are also used: 
He took her up a cup of tea. o He took her a cup of 
tea up. 

4v+ n/pron * adv ♦ v + adv + n (less frequent) ♦ 
v+n/pron + prep 

.take sth up 1 io remove sth that is fixed on a 
floor or on the ground: They took the road up to 
repair the water pipes, iqbji road, pavement, car¬ 
pet, floorboards >3 yh> pull sth up 2 to fill a par¬ 
ticular amount of space or time: This table takes 
up too much room, o Virtually all the memory is 
taken up with this one program, o / mustn 7 take 
up any more of your time, o Her whole day was 
taken up with making phone calls. ia§J] room, 
space, time HZE) occupy sth 3 to start to do a 
new activity especially for pleasure: She took up 
yoga a few years ago. o I’ve decided to take up 
Japanese, o Alex otily took up the piano when he 
was 14. 4 to start or begin sth, especially a job: 
She took up a post at Kyoto University. ESI poet 5 
to make an item of clothing, a curtain, etc, 
shorter: This skirt will need taking up. Top?) let 
sth down 6 to absorb sth such as a liquid, a gas. 
etc: Plants take up carbon dioxidefrom the atmos¬ 
phere. W*) absorb sth 7 to continue sth after sb 
else has stopped; to continue to discuss sth that 
was mentioned earlier: I’d like to take up the 
point you raised earlier, o Paula took up the story 
513 sto ry HZK) pic k sth up 8 to accept a sugges¬ 
tion, a policy an invitation, etc: The union have 
taken up her case, o The idea was never taken up 
o I’d like to take up their invitation to visit them 
in Rio. 513 case, 1dea > challenge, offer 9 to join 
in saying or singing sth: The cry was taken up by 
the rest of the crowd. 513 the cry. the refrain 10 
t o move i nto a part icular pos itio n: We took up our 
positions by the door o (formal) She has taken up 
residence (= begun to live) in London. 513 pos¬ 
ition 11 (old-fashioned, formal) to lake sth in 


your hand: She took up a book and began to read. 

HZD pick sth up 

+ adv ♦ n ♦ v+ n/pron + adv (Jessffequent) 1 
v + n + adv ♦ v * adv + n ♦ v + pron ♦ adv 
► 'uptake n fU] [stngd 1 the process by which sth 
is taken into a body or system; the rate at which 
this happens: The experiment measured the 
uptake of oxygen by the muscles, 2 an act of mak¬ 
ing or starting sth; the number of people who do 
this: There has been an increase in the uptake of 
these courses. 

.take sb ’up on sth (informal) 1 to question sb 
or argue with sb about sth because you do not 
agree: I thought he was wrong but I didn't take 
him up on it. o I’d like to take you up on what you 
said about unemployment. HZD pick sb up on 
sth 2 to accept an offer, an invitation that sb has 
made: / think I’ll take you up on your offer to help. 
o ‘You can borrow the car if you like .' 7 might 
take you up on that.’ 
v+n/pron + adv +■ prep 

.take up with Sb ( informal ) to become friendly 
withsb; to start a relationship with sb, especially 
sb who might have a bad influence on you: / 
heard Tom has taken up with a supermodel! o 
She’s taken up with a bunch of losers (= people 
who will never be successful). 
v + adv + prep 

.take sth up with sb to speak or write to sb 
about sth they may be able to help you with: You 'll 
have to take your complaint up with the manager. 
4k v + n/pron ■+ adv + prep 

be .taken up with sb/sth; be .taken ‘up with 
doing sth to be very busy with sb or with doing 
sth: She is very taken up with the children, o I've 
been completely taken up with preparing for exams, 
❖ be + v ■+ a dv * prep 

.take sth u'pon yourself = take $th on/upon 

YOURSELF 

be taken with sb/sth to find sb/sth attractive 
or Interest ing: We were all very taken with Zoe. 

& be + v + prep 
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.talk a’round sth (BrE also .talk round sth) to 

talk in a general way about a subject or a prob¬ 
lem without discussing the difficult or import¬ 
ant parts of it: We talked around the subject for 
some time before coming to the real issue. 

513 subject 

O v ♦ prep 
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'talk at sb to speak to sb without listening to 
what they say in reply: My father always listened 
to ou r point of view — he never just talked at us. 

Talk at sb can be used in the passive: I was 
being talked at rather than talked to. 
v + prep 

.talk a way (to sb) to talk without stopping for a 
period of' time: They were soon talking away to 
each other as if they'd known each other for years. 
o Marie was talking away nineteen to the 
dozen ( talking a lot without stopping), 

0 v + acfv 

.talk 'back (to sb) to reply rudely to sb in author¬ 
ity: She was sent out for talking back to the 
teacher. 

USD answer back, answer sb back (especially 
BrE) 

0 v + acfv 

► 'back talk n [U] (AmE, informal) a rude reply 
or comment: I said no, and don ‘ tgive me any more 
back talk. 

.talk sb 'down 1 to talk to sb who is threatening 
to kill themselves and persuade them not to 
jump from a tall building, a bridge, etc: The 
police were trying to talk down a youth threaten- 
ing to jump from the roof of the car park. 2 to pre¬ 
vent sb from speaking by talking loudly or 
without stopping: r tried to argue but they talked 
me down. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.talk sb/sth downl tohelpapilotbringaplane 
to the ground by giving detailed instructions 
from the ground: The pilots were talked down 
through the fog by the Ground Controllers, o to 
talk a plane down 2 to persuade sb to lower their 
prices: He's asked for $} 000. Can we talk him 
down any further? 3 to talk about sth in a way 
that makes it seem less important or successful 
than it really is: The opposition was attacked for 
talking the country down, o He tends to talk his 
achievements down. 
talk sb/sth up 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.talk ‘down to sb to speak to sb as if they are 
younger or less intelligent than you or than they 
really are: He makes the mistake of talking down 
to his students, 

IHE> patronize sb 

□2XB Talk down to sb can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: I hate being talked down to. 
v + adv + prep 

.talk sb/yourself into/out of sth; .talk 
sb/yourself Into/out of doing sth to per 

suade sb/yourself to do/not todosth: Why did you 
let James talk you into this crazy scheme? o / 


talked myself into txdieving I was happy, o Em 
leaving now and don 7 try to talk me out of it. 

<§► v + n/pron + prep + v + n/pron + adv + prep 
UBS) talk your way out of sth/of doing sth to 
make excuses and give reasons for not doing sth; 
to manage to get yourself out of a difficult situ¬ 
ation: I managed to talk my way out of having to 
give a speech, o His wife’s found out about every¬ 
thing! Ed like to see him talk his way out of this 
one! 

.talk Sth 'out to discuss sth thoroughly until you 
find a solution, an agreement, etc. or make a 
decision: to talk out your thoughtsffeelingslprob¬ 
lems with sb o It might help to talk things out 
things, problem 
^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.talk yourself ‘out to talk until you have noth¬ 
ing left to say: They spent all the evening discuss- 
ing the problem until they talked themselves out 
v + pron + adv 

.talk sb/yourself out of sth: .talk sb/your¬ 
self 'out of doing sth = talk sb/yoi;rsklk 
into/out ok sth, talk sb/yoursklk intg/out ok 

DOING STH 

.talk sth 'over (with sb) to discuss sth thoroughly 
with sb in order to find a solution, make a deci¬ 
sion, etc: 1 need to talk it over with my parents, o 
You 'll find it helpful to talk things over with a 
friend, o You and hen both need to talk over what 
happened. 

{cOhO things, feelings, problems 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.talk 'round sth ( BrE) -talk around sth 
.talk sb 'round (to sth) (BrE) to persuade sb to 
accept sth or to agree to sth: My parents didn't 
want me to go to study in Brita in, but I managed 
to talk them round (to the idea). 
v + n/pron + adv 

.talk sb 'through sth to explain sth to sb in 
detail so that they understand it: The technical 
support staff will talk you through any difficul¬ 
ties you have with the software, o I can talk you 
through the application form, 

SHE) walk sb through sth (AmE) 

+ n/pron + prep 

.talk sth 'through to discuss sth thoroughly so 
that you can understand it, come to an agree¬ 
ment, or make a decision about it: Throughout 
their marriage they have always talked things 
through, o Its helpful to talk the problem 
through with a counsellor, o We talked through 
what had happened. 

£213 things, problems 
<S>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


'talk to sb 1 ( also Talk with sb especially AmE) to 
have a conversation with sb 2 to speak to sb ser¬ 
iously especially about sth wrong that they have 
done, or sth that they have not done: Ed like to 
talk to you in my office now. 
v + prep 

► talking-to n [sing.] (informal) a serious talk 
with sb who has done sth wrong: to give sb a good 
talking-to 

.talk sb/sth 'up to praise sb/sth in order to make 
other people interested in them/it; to describe 
sb/sth in a way that makes them sound better or 
more successful than they really are: They talked 
up the tourist attractions to encourage more visit¬ 
ors. o He was being talked upas a future presiden¬ 
tial candidate, o It’s too early to tell if the new 
President will talk the dollar up or down. 

T5PF> talk sb/sth down 
<$► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'talk with sb (especially AmE) - talk to sb 1 

tamper. ‘teempeCr)/ 

'tamper with sth to do something to sth to 
change it without permission: Two policemen 
were accused of tampering with the evidence. 
ebbji evidence, controls, brakes HIE) Interfere 
with sth 

QEQi Tamper with sth can be used in the 
passive: The lock has been tampered with. 

4^ v + prep 

tangle nm&f 

.tangle sth up; be/get .tangled up (in/with 

sth) to twist sth into an untidy mass; to become 
twisted in this way: My long skirt got tangled up 
in the wheel of my bike, o (figurative) Kurt didn 7 
want to get tangled up with a girl while he was try¬ 
ing to study, 

BSQ3 Tangle sth up is usually used in the 
passive. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ be/get+ v+adv 
‘tangle with sb (informal) to become involved in 
an argument or a fight with sh: You've chosen the 
wrong man to tangle with. 
v + prep 

tank /taegk/ 

.tank 'up; .tank sth ’up (AmE, informal) to fill a 
vehicle with fuel: We’d letter tank up before we 
get on the thru way. 

4& v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.tank 'up (on sth) (slang) to drink a lot of alcohol: 
The lads had spent all evening tanking up on 
scotch. 
v + adv 

► .tanked ’up adj very drunk: She got totally 
tanked up and couldn’t drive home. 


tap /taep/ (-PP-) 

‘tap Sb for sth 1 (BrE, informal) to persuade sb 
to give you sth, especially money: Con 7 you tap 
your father for a loan? o to tap sbfor information 
2 (AmE, informal) to choose sb for a particular 
role or job: A British actress has been tapped for a 
part in the movie, uam Tap sb for sth is usually 
used in the passive in this meaning. 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

.tap sth in/'out to put information, numbers, let¬ 
ters, etc. into a machine by pressing buttons: Tap 
in your password, o / picked up the phone and 
tapped out Joe s number. 

- tar sth out 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.tap 'into sth 1 to use a computer to obtain infor¬ 
mation from another computer: He had managed 
to tap into the company’s database. 2 to use sth 
from a supply of energy, knowledge, etc. for your 
own advantage: Schools should tap into the know¬ 
ledge and experience of people in the local commu¬ 
nity. o His talk about bullying tapped into 
puren ts ' anxieties. 
v + prep 

,tap sth 'out 1 to hit a surface lightly making a 
rhythm: He tapped out the rhythm with his foot. 2 

- tap sth in/out 

<!► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

tape /teip/ 

.tape sth 'up 1 to fasten tape around sth firmly: 
Pul it in a box and tape it up securely. 2 (AmE) to 
tie a long strip of fabric (a bandage) firmly 
around an injury or a wound: That’s a nasty cut 
—come on r we 11 get it all taped up, 
usm Tape sth can also be used: Put it in a box 
and tape it securely. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

taper neipo(r)/ 

.taper 'off to gradually become smaller in size, 
volume, amount, etc: Our profits have begun to 
taper off 
<!y v + adv 

tart /ta:t;*4mEta:rt/ 

.tart Sth 'up (BrE, informal) to decorate or 
improve the appearance of sth, often in a way 
that other people do not think is attractive: 
They’ve tar ted up the restaurant hut the food 
hasn't improved. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

,tart yourself 'up (BrE, informal, disapproving) 
(especially of a woman) to try and make yourself 
more attractive by putting on special clothes and 
jewellery, and putting substances on your face 
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toll on 


(make-up): She spends ages tar ting herself up for 
a night out. 

doll yourself up (in sth) 

^ v + pron + adv 

task /to:sk; AmE taosk/ 

'task sb with sth to give sb a task to do: forces 
tasked with keeping the peace 
GEaa Task sb with sth is usually used in the 
passive. ♦ You can also use the pattern task sb to 
do sth: soldiers tasked to provide medical support 
$ v + n/pron + prep 

tax /tasks,; 

’tax sb with sth (formal) to accuse sb of doing 
sth wrong: Critics taxed the government with not 
acting quickly enough . 
v + n/pron + prep 

team 

.team 'up (with sb) to work together with another 
person or group in order to do sth: The two com¬ 
panies have teamed up to produce new sof tware, o 
We’ve teamed up with- XL Records to give away 25 
pairs of tickets for the live concert, o How did the 
two of you come to team up? 
v + adv 

tear /teo<r )\AmE ter / (tore ,/to:(r)/torn /torn; 
AmE to;m/) 

.tear a bout: .tear a bout sth (BrE) tear 

AROUND, TEAR AROUND STEi 

.tear sb/yourself a’part to make sb/yourself 
suffer very much or feel very unhappy: Being 
separated from the children was tearing her 
apart, o Don't tear yourself aixirt thinking about 
the past. 

v + n/pron + adv 

.tear sb/sth a part 1 ( also .tear itself, them¬ 
selves, etc. a'part) to separate people in a fam¬ 
ily, an organization, a country etc. and make 
them argue with or fight against each other: The 
civil war is tearing the country apart, o The fam¬ 
ily was torn apart by conflicting loyalties, o The 
region was tearing itself apart. o Jealousy tore 
them apart , 2 to destroy or defeat sb/sth; to criti¬ 
cize sb/sth severely: We tore the other team apart 
in the second half o You can’t write that - - you ’ll 
be torn apart. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.tear sth a'part 1 to destroy sth by pulling it vio¬ 
lently so that it breaks into pieces: The dogs tore 
the fox apart , &gj] prey Mg> rfp sth apart 2 to 
destroy a building, etc: Hundreds of homes were 
tom apart by the hurricane, o The police, tore the 
room apart looking for drugs. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (rare) 


tear itself, themselves, etc. a'part - tear 

SB/STH APART 1 

.tear a'round; .tear a round sth (BrE also 
.tear a bout/ round, .tear a bout/ round sth) to 

move very quickly from place to place, being 
very busy: The children were tearing around 
shouting, o No wonder you're tired, tearing about 
like that all the time. 

MB run around, run around sth; rush around 
rush around sth 

<Jy v + adv ♦ v + prep 

'tear at sth (with sth) to attack sth violently espe¬ 
cially hy pulling pieces off it: The brambles tore 
at her legs, o He tore at the meat with his bare 
hands. 

& v + prep 

.tear sb/yourself/sth a way (from sb/sth) to 

make sb/yourself stop doing sth they/you enjoy 
in order to do sth else: 7 can’t tear myself away 
from this book, o Come and visit us. if you can 
tear Bill away from his computer! o He couldn’t 
tear his eyes away from (- stop looking at) 
Mina. 

MB drag sb/sth/yourself away (from sb/sth) 

v + n/pron + adv 

► 'tearaway n (informal) a young person who 
behaves in a wild way or who is not responsible 
or reliable: Her son’s a bit of a team way o The 
11-year-old tearaway had burgled several houses. 
.tear sth a'way to pull sth violently from the 
thing it is attached to: The floods had torn away 
the base of the bridge. 

$ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
be torn between A and B to have to make a 
very difficult choice between two things, people, 
etc: f was torn between my parents and my friend, 
o Jenni was torn between staying at school or 
going to music college. 
be + v+prep 

.tear sth 'down to pull or knock down a building, 
a wall, etc: They're tearing down some old houses 
to build a new office block. 

ESS building, house, trees H™> pull sth down; 
demolish sth (moreformal) 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.tear 'into sb/sth to attack sh/sth physically or 
with words: He tore into Jed with his fists . o She 
tore into the students if they were late, o (figura¬ 
tive) They tore into their food (-■ started eating) os 
if they were starving. 
v + prep 

.tear sth off; .tear sth off sb/sth to remove 
sth quickly by pulling violently: Alice tore qff her 
ring and threw it on the ground, o The door was 
nearly torn off its hinges, o If you need a piece of 
paper Til tear some off mytxicL 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 


Q3B tear sb off a strip; tear a strip off sb (BrE. 
informal) to speak angrily to sb you think has 
done sth wrong: The boss tore him off a strip . 

.tear sth out; .tear sth out of sth to separate 
sth from sth it is attached to, especially with 
your hands: Several pages had been torn out of 
the book. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

Ed tear your ’hair out (informal) to show that 
you are very angry or very worried about sth: I was 
tearing my hair out trying to work out what to da 

.tear round; .tear 'round sth (BrE) = tear 

AROUND, TEAR AROUND STM 

.tear sth 'upl to destroy a piece of paper, a letter, 
etc. by pulling it into pieces: She tore up all the let¬ 
ters he had sent her. o (figurative) The union 
accused the management of tearing up (- ignor¬ 
ing) the agreement. t&iH letter, agreement, 
treaty ME) rip sth up 2 to destroy or damage 
sth, especially by removing it violently from the 
ground: Trees and bushes were torn up by the 
storm. IsO trees M5> pull sth up; rip sth up 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

tease itr.zi 

tease sth 'out; .tease sth out of sth 1 to try 

to find some information or the meaning of 
sth when this is hidden or not clear: teasing 
out meanings from texts o to tease informa- 
tionlthe truth out of somebody iM3 Information, 
answers, truth 2 to remove sth such as knots 
from hair, wool. etc. by gently pulling or brush¬ 
ing it: Lisa dried her hair carefully, teasing it out 
between her fingers, 3 to separate sth carefully 
from sth else: birds teasing out ripe seeds (from 
plants) o He took a screwdriver and teased out the 
remaining screws. 

<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * 
v +n/pron + adv +prep 

tee ft i:/ (teed, teed) 

,tee 'off to start a game of golf by hitting the bid! 
for the first time: The players eventually teed off 
two hours late. 

<!► v+adv 

,tee sb ‘off (AmE. informal ) to make sb angry or 
annoyed 

H5D Tliis phrasal verb is usually used as an 
adjective teed off. 

<j> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► .teed 'off adj (AmE, informal) annoyed or 
angry: Her friend was teed qff about what she said. 

.too 'up; .too Sth 'up to prepare to hit a golf ball 
by placing it on a small piece of plastic or wood 
stuck in the ground (a tee): The crowd fell silent 
as he teed up. 

<|> v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


teem/tkm/ 

.teem 'down to rein hard: It was absolutely teem¬ 
ing down. 

ii only the rafn, it ME) pour down 

Iasi You can also say: It was teeming with rain. 
^ v + adv 

'teem with sb/sth (usually approving) (usually 
used in the progressive tenses ) to have large num¬ 
bers of people or things moving around: cities 
teeming with lifefpeople o The lake was teeming 
with fish. 

& v+prep 

tell /tel/ (told, told /taold; AmE toold/) 

.tell a'gainst sb (formal , especially BrE) to be a 
serious disadvantage to sb: Her lack of experi¬ 
ence told against her. 

MB) count against sb (less formal) 
v + prep 

.tell sb/sth a part to be able to distinguish sb/sth 
from other similar people or things: l ean never 
tell the twins apart. 

<§> v + n/pron + adv 

tell sb/sth from sb/sth to distinguish sb/sth 
from another person or thing; It needs skill to tell 
a real diamond from a fake, o Can you tell Tom 
from his twin brother? 

BEES Tell sb/sth from sb/sth is not used in the 
passive. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

‘tell of Sth (formal or literary) to make sth 
known; to give an account of sth: The report told 
of a series of design errors, o The story tells of the 
love between a prince and a young girl 
^ v + prep 

.tell Sb 'off (for sth/for doing sth) (informal) to 
speak angrily to sh, especially a child, because 
they have done sth wrong: I told the boys off for 
making so much noise, o You’ll get told off if 
you 're caught doing that. 

Mn> tick sb off: reprimand sb; scold sb (both 
formal) 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 

► telling- off (for sth/for doing sth) n [C, usually 
sing.] (informal, especially BrE) an act of speak¬ 
ing, angrily to sb, especially a child, because they 
have done sth wrong: You’ve already had one 
telling-off today! o How many tellings-off have 
you had this week? 

'tell on sb 1 (informal) (used mainly by children) 
to tell a teacher or sb in authority that sb has 
done sth wrong: Don’t tell on me, will you? 2 (for¬ 
mal) to have a bad effect on sb/sth: The long wait 
urns telling on his nerves. 
v+prep 
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thresh 


tend /tend/ 

tend to sb/sth to care for sb/$th, especially 
when there is a problem: I’ll look after the child 
you tend to the mother, o The injured were 
already being tended to. 

attend to sb/sth; see to sb/sth 
CEO! Tend to sb/sth can be used in the passive ♦ 
Tend sb/sth can also be used: farmers tending 
their cattle 
<§► v ■+ prep 

tend towards sth; tend towards doing 

sth (lessfrequent) to take a particular direction 
or have a particular opinion; to have a lot of a 
particular quality: We're tending towards the 
view that all students should study English o Mis 
views tend towards the extreme. 

2HH) Incline to/towards sth 
^ v + prep 

tense /tens/ 

.tense 'up; .tense sth 'up if you tense up or 
tense sth up. you make your muscles stiff and 
tight because you are not relaxed: If you feel that 
you're tensing up, take a few moments to relax , o 
Tense up your arm and leg muscles and then let 
them go. 

GEIE Tense and tense sth are used with the 
same meaning. 

v + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
test /test/ 

“tost for sth; 'test sb/sth for sth to examine 
sb/sth to see if a particular substance, etc. is 
present: They are testing for oil in the area, o She 
was tested for hepatitis, o The software has been 
tested for viruses. 

^ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.tost sb 'out to try to find out what qualities sb 
has, how they will react in a particular situation, 
etc: My new boss gave me the most difficult clients 
to deal with I felt he was really testing me out to 
see if I would cope. 

<*> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n (lessfrequent ) 

.test sth ‘out (on sb/sth) to try an idea, a 
machine, a product, etc. to see if it works well or 
if people like it: Im me test this idea out on you. o 
When you buy a bed , test it out in the shop. 

[§MI Idea, theory, equipment HH) try sb/sth 
out (on sb/sth) 

ittaw Test sth can also be used with the same 
meaning. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ y + adv + n 

testify /'tes trial/ (testifies, testifying, testi¬ 
fied, testified) 

testify to sth to show or be evidence that sth is 
t rue: Vijay ’$ school reports testified to h is ability. 
v+prep 


thaw/Ho:/ 

thaw 'out if ice or snow thaws out, it becomes 
water again: Britain is thawing out after the big 
freeze ( there has been a lot of snow and ice), 

^ v + adv 

,thaw f out; .thaw sth 'out 1 to become, or to let 
frozen food become, soft and ready to cook: Me 
took the meat out of the freezer and left it to thaw 
out. o to thaw out meatlfish M defrost, 
defrost sth 2 (informal) to become, or to let sth 
become, warmer after being very cold: Come in 
and thaw out by the fire! o My feet are frozen! I 
need to thaw them out o (figurative) She was very 
shy at first, but she soon thawed out. 

CEDI Thaw and thaw r sth can also be used with 
these meanings. 

<^v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

thin /0m/ (-nn-) 

.thin sth 'down (with sth) to make a liquid less 
thick or strong, for example by adding water to 
it: The paint needs to be thinned down with water 
before you use it. 

IZEIK3 Thin sth is used more frequently: 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.thin ‘out to become fewer in number, or less 
thick: The crowd had thinned out and only a few 
people were left, o Once they were dear of the city 
the traffic started to thin out o The trees began to 
thin out as we climbed higher. 
isvbj! crowd, trees, traffic 
^ v + adv 

.titin sth 'out to reduce the number of sth so that 
there is more space between them: Thin out the 
seedlings to about Wcm apart. 

SUP} plants 

<!► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

think /Sipk/ (thought, thought /Hart/) 

'think about sb/sth 1 to have ideas or images in 
your mind; to remember sb/sth: I can't stop think¬ 
ing about her. o All he ever thinks about is money, 
o It doesn't bear thinking about, o When I was 
alone . I just sat and thought about things. 2 (also 
think of sb/sth) to consider sb/sth: Its time you 
stopped being so selfish and started thinking 
about other people! Wtl& take sb/sth into 
account 
v + prep 

Q2E2 if/when you 'think about it used to draw 
attention to a fact that is not obvious or has not 
been mentioned before: It must have been terrible 
when you think about it. 

think about sth; think about doing sth to 

use your mind to consider sth, such as your 
future plans, to try to solve problems, etc: I'll 
think a trout it and let you know tomorrow, o She's 
thinking about changing her job o Have you 


thought about what you'll do if you don’t get a 
place at college? o 'What did I do wrong?’ ’Just 
think about it!' 

<$y v + prep 

EE3 think twice about sth/about doing sth to 

think carefully before you decide to do sth: I’d 
think twice about calling him if I were you. 

.think a head (to sth) to think carefully about 
what might happen in the future; to plan for the 
future: Even when their children are very young, 
parents are thinking ahead to exams and jobs, o 
Pilots are trained to think ahead. 
v + adv 

think ' back (to sth) to remember or think about 
sth that happened in the past: She thought back 
to the day they first met. o Thinking back, Em 
sure I noticed there was something strange. 

^ v + adv 

.think for your self to make your own decisions, 
form your own opinions, etc. without depending 
on other people: You need to learn to think for 
yourself, o Our parents always encouraged us to 
think for ourselves. 
v + prep+ pron 

'think of sb/sth 1 to have an image or idea of a 
particular person or thing in your mind: When I 
said that, I trnsn’t thinking of anyone in particu¬ 
lar. o He thought of how happy his parents would 
beta see him. 2 = think about sb/sth 2 Just think 
of the consequences if you give up your job. 3 to 
create an idea in your imagination: Who first 
thought of the idea? o Can you think of anyone 
who could help ?o Hasn't this idea ever been 
thought of before?4 (used especially with can ) to 
remember sb/sth: I can’t think of his name at the 
moment o I was just thinking of the wonderful 
trip we had . 5 (as sb/sth) to consider sb/sth from 
a particular point of view: I still think of Oxford 
as my home, o Franco thought of his landlady as 
his ‘English mother', o I don’t really think of 
myself as a businesswoman, o Jenni hates being 
thought of as a little, girl 
gsrai Think of sb/sth can be used in the passive, 
especially in meanings 3 and 5 
v + prep 

qm come to 'think of it used when you suddenly 
remember sth or realize that it might be import¬ 
ant: Come to think of it, he did mention seeing you 
yesterday, not think much of sb/sth to not have a 
very high opinion of sb/sth: I didn't think much 
of her new boyfriend, think 'bettor of H/of doing 
sth to decide not to do sth you had planned to do 
after you have thought about it: I was about- to tell 
him the truth, but I thought better of it. think the 
"world of sb to have a very high opinion of sb; to 
love sb very much: He thinks the world of his 
daughter. 

'think of doing sth 1 to consider that you might 
do sth: They're thinking of moving to America. <> 
I did think of resigning, but I decided against it. 


Tsvw) contemplate sth ( more formal) 2 to 
imagine an actual or a possible situation: I’d 
never have thought of doing that! o I couldn’t 
think of letting you take the blame (= 1 wouldn't 
allow you to do this). REUS In this meaning 
think of doing sth is often used in negative sen¬ 
tences, 

Ed think ’nothing of doing sth to consider that 
doing sth is normal and not very' difficult: She 
thinks nothing of walking all the way home in the 
rain. 

.think sth 'out to consider all the details of sth 
carefully, especially in order to find an answer or 
a so) ution to a problem: She needed to be alone to 
think things out o I thought out what I was 
going to say before lphoned, o a well-thought-out 
training programme 

v+n/pron + adv * v + adv+n 
think Sth 'over to consider sth carefully espe¬ 
cially before making a decision: Please think 
over what I’ve said, o Ed like more time to think 
things over. 

5syn) mull sth over 
^v+adv+n * v+n/pron + adv 
.think sth 'through to consider a problem fully: 
Careers advisers can help you think through your 
choices, o Take my advice and think things 
through before you do anything. 

<j> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
think sth 'up (informal ) to create an idea, a plan, 
a stoiy, etc. in your mind: We need to think up a 
new name for the group o Can’t you think up a 
better excuse than that? 

TMF) devise sth (more formal), invent sth (more 
formal) 

<§► v + adv + n + v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (rare) 

thirst /to:st;Am#0s:rst/ 

thirst for sth (literary) to be eager for sth; to 
want sth very much: Our opponents were thirst¬ 
ing for revenge, 
v + prep 

thrash /er®j/ 

.thrash a'round (also .thrash a bout especially 
BrE) to move about in a violent, uncontrolled 
way: He thrashed around in the water, gasping for 
breath. 

Q v + adv 

.thrash sth 'out to discuss sth thoroughly and in 
an open and honest way to try to find a solution: 
He called a meeting to thrash out the problem, o 
Eventually they thrashed out an agreement. 

EobjI problem, details, agreement, deal }*yn > 
hash sth out (AmE. informal) 

^v+adv + n * v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less fre¬ 
quent) 
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thrill /Bril/ 

'thrill to sth (formal) to feel very excited at sth; 
Audiences thrilled to his performance, in Macbeth. 
<§► v + prep 

thrive /Braiv/ (thrived, thrived, AmEalso 
throve /Braov; AmE Brouv/ thriven /’Brrvn/) 

'thrive on sth to enjoy or be successful in a situ¬ 
ation or condition that other people would not 
like: He thrives o?i hard work . o Sue and Jack 
seem to thrive on arguments. 
v + prep 

throttle /'Orotl; AmE '6ra:tl/ 

.throttle 'back (also .throttle down less fre¬ 
quent) to control the supply of fuel or power to an 
engine in order to reduce the speed of a vehicle: 
The pilot got very low before he throttled back . 

^ v + adv 

.throttle 'up (rare) to control the supply of fuel or 
power to an engine in order to increase the speed 
uf a vehicle 
v + adv 


tlirOW / 9 rati; AmE Qrou/ (threw /9ru:/, thrown 
/0raon;.4w£ Broun/) 


- about 
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-into 

- around 


-off 

- aside 
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- on 

-at 


-onto 

311 -away 


~ out, out of 

- back 


-over 

- back at 
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~ round 

~ back on 


- together 

- down 


-up 

- in 


- upon 


.throw sb/yourself a'bout; .throw sb/your- 
self a bout sth (especially BrE) = throw sb/ 
YOUKSKUF AROUND, THROW SB/YOURSELF AROUND 
STH 

.throw sth a'bout (especially BrE) ~ throw sth 

AROUND 

.throw sth a'bout; .throw sth a bout sth 

(especially BrFJ - throw sth around, throw 

STH AROUND STH 

.throw sth a'bout sb/sth (BrE) = throw sth 

AROUND SB/STH 

.throw sb/yourself around: .throw sb/ 
yourself a’ round sth (BrE also .threw sb/ 
yourself a bout, .throw sb/yourself a bout sth 

especially BrE) to make sb/yourself move about 
suddenly and violently often causing injury: The 
passengers were thrown around in the crash, o 
The child was screaming and throwing himself 
around . o The band threw themselves around the 
stage like madmen. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 


.throw sth a'round (BrBalso .throw sth a'bout) 

1 to say sth, discuss sth, etc. in a general way: 
You can't just throw accusatiom around like that! 
o let’s have an initial meeting to throw some 
ideas about. [jDQ] accusations, ideas IVn) toss 
sth around 2 to spend time throwing sth such as 
a ball from one person to another, in a not very 
serious way: They were in the yard throwing a 
ball around. [ffS3] ball 3 to move part of your 
body around violently; She was speaking 
excitedly, throwing her arms around. ESI arms, 
head 

v +n/pron + adv 

USED throw your money around to spend a lot of 
money in a very careless way often in order to 
impress people: John hates people being well off 
and throwing their money about, throw your 
'weight around (informal) to use your authority 
too aggressively to achieve what you want; She 
enjoys throwing her weight about and making 
people do what she wants. 

.throw sth a round; .throw sth a round sth 
(also .throw sth a’bout/'round, .throw sth 
a bout/’round sth especially BrE) to send sth 
from your hand in different directions, often 
because you are angry: How do you stop babies 
throwing their food around? o Jeff got so angry 
that he started throwing furniture about, o 
People were throwing glasses round the room. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.throw sth a'round sb/sth (BrEalso .throw sth 
a'bout/'round sb/sth) 1 if you throw your arms 
around sb, you hold them tightly to show that 
you love them or wish to thank them for sth: 
Diana rushed up to her father, threw her arms 
around him!his neck and kissed him. 2 to put sth 
quickly around sb/sth: We threw blankets around 
ourselves to keep warm, oa silk scarf thrown 
casually around the shoulders 3 to put a barrier 
around a place so that people cannot enter or 
leave: A security cordon had been thrown around 
the area. 

<|kv + n/pron + prep 

.throw sth a’side 1 to put sth quickly to one 
side, often because you are angry or in a hurry; 
She read the letter and immediately threw it aside. 

cast sth aside (formal), toss sth aside 
( formal ) 2 to reject sth such as an attitude, an 
idea, a way of life, etc: AU loyalties were thrown 
aside once the competition started, o to throw 
aside sentimentality!nervousness o to throw 
aside a system USE) cast sth aside (formal) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
'throw sth at sb 1 to direct sth such as a remark, 
a question, etc. at sb, often in an aggressive way: 
She threw a look of contempt at me. o to throw 
insults/accusations at somebody o He has an 
answer for any question you can throw at him. 

question, look, accusation You can 
also say: She threw me a look of contempt. 2 to do 


sth or give sb sth that tests their abilities and 
skills: You never know what life's going to throw 
at you. o We can cope with anything our oppon¬ 
ents throw at us . everything, anything, 

whatever 

v + n/pron + prep 

throw sth at sb/sth to throw an object in the 
direction of sb/sth, trying to make it hit them: He 
threw stones at the window to try to catch their 
attention. 

v + n/pron + prep 

ED throw the ‘book at sb ( informal ) to punish 
sb who has committed an offence very severely 
throw 'money at sth (disapproving) to try to 
solve a difficult situation or problem by spend¬ 
ing lots of money on it rather than considering 
other ways of dealing with it: You can’t solm the 
problem by throwing money at. it. 

'throw yourself at sb (informal, disapproving) 
(usually of a woman) to be too eager to try to 
attract sb, because you want to have a romantic 
relationship with them: He was flattered that 
such an attractive woman as Nell was throwing 
herself athim. 

fling yourself at sb 
v + pron + prep 

’throw yourself at sb/sth to rush or jump vio¬ 
lently towards or onto sb/sth: The dogs threw 
themselvesat the gate, 

^v + pron + prep 

.throw sth a'way 1 (also .throw sth out) to get 

rid of sth that has no use or that you no longer 
need: She never throws anything away o The 
average household throws away 3 kilos of ivaste 
every week. Tsttf) discard sth (more formal) 2 to 
fail to make good use of sth; to waste sth: She’s 
throwing away a great opportunity o The team 
threw away a 2-0 lead (- they were winning, but 
then lost the game). [§13 chance, lead, money, 
opportunity 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► throwaway adj [only before noun] 1 a throw¬ 
away product is intended to be used only once, 
or for a short time and then to be got rid of; a 
throwaway lighter/razor o our throwaway cul¬ 
ture! society ( we expect to use things once and 
then throw them away) 2 a throwaway remark, 
line or comment is sth you say casually, without 
careful thought, often in order to be funny: Some 
people overreacted to what was only a throwaway 
remark. 

.throw yourself a way (on sb) to have a rela¬ 
tionship with sb. or work for sb, who is not good 
enough for you or does not deserve you: Don't 
throw yourself away on somebody like him. 

<!► v + pron + adv 

.throw sth 'back 1 to return sth with a sharp 
movement of your arm or wrist: Can you throw 
the ball back to me?2 to put sth quickly and care¬ 


lessly in the place where it was before: Just 
throw those papers back in the drawer when 
you’ve finished with them. 3 if you throw back 
your head or your shoulders, you move them 
backwards suddenly: She threw hack her head 
and laughed. f55H head, shoulders 4 to pull or 
fold back a covering, especially on a bed: He 
threw back the bedclothes and jumped out of bed. 
[gb 3J covers, bedclothes 
<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► throwback (to sth)« [C, usually sing.] sb/sth 
that is very similar to sb/sth that existed a long 
time ago: This music is a real throwback to the 
seventies. 

.throw sth 'back at sb 1 to remind sb of sth 
they have said or done in the past, especially to 
upset or annoy them: His unwise remark was fre¬ 
quently thrown back at him by his colleagues. EOy) 
words, remark 2 to reply angrily to sb: 7/ was 
yourfault!’he threw back at her. 

1 v + n/pron + adv + prep 

2 v + speech + adv + prep 

be .thrown 'back on sth to be forced to rely on 
sth which you have not needed for a while 
because nothing else is available: The television 
broke down so we were thrown back on our own 
resources (- we had to entertain ourselves). 

be + v + adv + prep 

.throw sb/sth 'down; .throw sb/sth down 

sth to send sb/sth from your hand suddenly and 
violently downwards: Bilie threw the book down 
on the table, o Jed threw her down on the sofa, o 
Throw the rest of the medicine down the sink, o 
Her husband threw her down the stairs. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.throw sth 'down 1 to drop or put your weapons 
down to show that you do not wish to fight any 
longer: The rebels have thrown down their arms. 
foail weapons, arms 2 to eat or swallow food or 
drink very quickly: He threw his dinner down in 
two minutes and raced out of the house. 3 to sug¬ 
gest that sh should do sth you think they will not 
be willing or able to do: She threw down a direct 
challenge for him to tell them the truth. (§m only 
chaMango 

#1,2v + adv + n ♦ v + prop + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

3 v+adv + n ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 

Ed throw down the 'gauntlet to invite sb to light 
or compete with you 

.throw yourself 'down to move suddenly and 
violently so that you fall down to the ground: She 
threw herself down on the grass. 

see also throw sb/sth down 
<^v + pron + adv 

.throw sb 'In/into Sth (usually used in the pas< 
sive ) to force or order sb to enter a prison and 
stay there: I’ll have you thrown in jail for that! o 
He was thrown into a police cell overnight. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 
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throw over 


throw sb/sth/yourself In; .throw sb/sth/ 
yourself in/'into sth to push or move sb/sth/ 
yourself roughly or violently into sth, such as 
water or a building; Sam opened the door of the 
Shed and threw his bike in. o Did Eva throw her¬ 
self in t he ri ver or was she pushed? 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ( less frequent) ♦ 
v+n/pron + prep 

EES throw sb in at the 'deep end {informal ( usu¬ 
ally used in the passive) to introduce sb to the 
most difficult part of an activity or job, espe¬ 
cially an activity they have not been prepared for 
► 'throw-in n (in football, and rugby) the act of 
throwing the ball back onto the playing field 
after it has gone outside the area 
.throw sth 'in 1 to include sth with what you are 
selling or offering, without increasing the price; 
The job pays £25000, with a company car thrown 
in. 2 to add a remark, comment, etc. casually or 
unexpectedly: Jack threw in the odd encouraging 
comment o '/ wouldn't mind, coming,' she threw 
in casually. 

<|> v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
2 also v + adv + speech 

035 throw In your 'lot with sb/sth {informal) to 
decide to join sb/sth and share all their successes 
and problems throw In the 'towel; throw in your 
'hand {informal) to admit that you are defeated 
and stop trying to do sth; Decorating my apart - 
meat isn’t easy, but I'm not ready to throw in the 
towel yet. 

'throw sb into sth = throw sb in/into sth 
.throw sb/sth 'Into sth to put sb/sth suddenly in 
a particular state, especially a bad one; His 
announcement threw everyone into confusion. 
o Her arrival threw him into a panic, o Traffic 
was thrown into chaos by the accident 
& v + n/pron + prep 

030 throw sth into doubt/question to make 
people wonder whether sth is true, correct, 
appropriate, etc. or whether it w ill be able to con¬ 
tinue: The future of the company has been thrown 
into question by recent events . throw sth Into 
(sharp) relief 1 to make an object more notice¬ 
able than others around it: The sunlight threw 
the objects in the room into sharp relief 2 to make 
a particular situation, problem, etc. more notice¬ 
able than before: Their differences have been 
thrown into sharp relief by the present crisis. 
.throw sb/sth/yourself into sth = throw sb/ 

STH/YOUKSBLF IN, THROW' SB/STIl/YOURSELF IN/ 
INTO STH 

.throw sth 'Into sth 1 to use a lot of energy or 
resources to try to make sth successful: He's 
thrown all his energy into th is project. 2 throw 

SR/STH/YQURSELF IN, THROW’ SB/STH/YOURSELF 
IN/INTO STH 

+ n/pron + prep 


.throw yourself 'into sth 1 {also .throw your¬ 
self Into doing sth) to begin to do sth with 
energy and often enthusiasm; Ixiura threw her¬ 
self into her work to try and forget him. o He 
threw himself into writing his report. HitD fling 
yourself into sth 2 = throw sb/sth/yourself in, 

THROW SB/STH/YOURSELF IN/INTO STH 
0 v + pron + prep 

.throw sb off; .throw sb off sth to order sb to 
leave a place: Farmers are being thrown off their 
land, o If he finds you on His property, he’ll throw 
you off 

<3> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) ♦ 
v +n/pron + prep 

.throw sb/sth off; .throw sb/sth off sth 1 to 

get rid of sb/sth that is making you suffer, annoy¬ 
ing you, following you, etc.; to free yourself from 
sb/sth: to throw off repression domination o to 
throw off angerlfamily worries!troublesome 
thoughts o They waded through a stream to 
throw the dogs off (= so that they could not 
foil low them), o I tried every way l could think of 
to throw him off o She wants to throw off her old 
image and start again, o I can’t seem to throw off 
this cold . 2 to disturb sb/sth who is trying to do 
sth, making them fail or not behave as usual: The 
director came in while l was speaking and that 
threw me off a bit. Hyn> put sb off, put sb off sth 
<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
035 throw sb off 'balance 1 to make sb unsteady 
and likely to fall: / was thrown off balance by the 
sudden gust of wind. 2 to make sb surprised and 
no longer calm: The senator was thrown off bal¬ 
ance by the unexpected question, throw sb off 
course 1 if sb/sth is thrown off course, they 
are forced away from the direction they should 
be travelling in: The plane was thrown off course 
in dense fog. 2 to force sb to change the direction 
in which their ideas or actions are moving; The 
government was thrown off course by labour and 
economic problems, throw sb off the 'scent to do 
sth to stop sb finding you or discovering a secret; 
She changed taxis to throw her pursuers off the 
scent, o Lisa told her parents she was going to a 
friends house to throw them off the scent (= she 
was really going some where else). 

.throw sth 'off to remove your clothes or sth 
covering your body quickly and carelessly; She 
threw off her clothes and leapt into the river. 

fling sth off )qpp> throw sth on 
4 v + a dv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.throw sb/sth/yourself 'off; .throw sb/sth/ 
yourself 'off Sth to send or push sb/sth vio¬ 
lently from a high place; to jump from a high 
place: Ed was threatening to throw himself off 
the roof, o The sledge hit a bump and threw me off 
<£► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 


t throw sth ‘on to put on a piece of clothing 
quickly and carelessly: He threw on his clothes 
and ran downstairs, o I'll just throw a coat on 
and then I'll be ready. 

fling sth on E>Ef> throw sth off 
^ v + adv + n • v + n/pron + adv 
.throw sb/sth on; .throw sb/sth on/ onto 
sth; .throw yourself 'on/'onto sth to send 
or push sb/sth violently onto sth: Jamie angrily 
threw the book onto the table . o The fire wasn't 
burning well, so we threw on more wood. 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
throw Sth on sb/sth (also .throw sth Upon 
sb/sth more formal) 1 if sb/sth throws doubt or 
suspicion on sb/sth, people start to wonder if sth 
is true, is what it seems to be, will continue, etc: 
New evidence threw doubt, on Tom s innocence, o 
This controversy throws doubt an her political 
future, o The murder was carefully planned tv 
throw suspicion on the woman’s husband (- to 
make him appear guilty), o They tried to throw 
suspicion on us. SI doubt, suspicion 2 (formal) 
to cover sb/sth in light or shadows: The lamp 
threw strange shadows on his face. I°I3 light, 
shadows 
<§► v + n + prep 

135 throw light on sth to make a problem, etc, 
easier to understand: / thought you might be able 
to throw some light on the matter, o Recent 
research has //h o ten new light on the cause of the 
disease. 

throw yourself on sb/sth (also throw your¬ 
self onto sb/sth less frequent) to run towards 
sb/sth and fall unto them: She threw herself on 
him and burst into tears. 

see also throw sb/sth on, throw sb/sth 
on/onto sth, throw yourself on/onto sth 
v + pron + prep 

nm throw yourself on sb*s 'mercy (formal) to 
put yourself in a position where you must rely 
on sb to be kind to you and not harm or punish 
you; He threw himself on the me?’cy of his captors. 

throw sb/sth/yourself 'onto sth throw sb/ 

STH ON, THROW SB/STH ON/ONTO STH, THROW 
YOURSELF ON/ONTO STH 

.throw sb out; .throw sb out of sth to force 
sb to leave a place, their home, a job, etc: Tim's 
parents threw him out when he was 18. o When 
the mine closed down, 50people were thrown out of 
their jobs, o When she failed her exams, she was 
thrown out of college, o Many families have been 
thrown out into the street (= made to leave their 
homes). 

wm boot sb out, boot sb out of sth; kick sb 
out, kick sb out of sth (both it formal) 
psna Throw sb out is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron+adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 


.throw sb/sth ‘out to confuse sb/sth; to make sb 
make a mistake; to make sth wrong: One of the 
figures was wrong and it threw me out completely, 
o Some unexpected costs threw our calculations 
out by £4000. 

I5Ej 1 calculations 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.throw sth ‘out 1 = throw sth away UVs time we. 
threw that old chair out. 2 to reject sth such as a 
proposal, an idea, etc: The committee have 
thrown out the proposal for a new supermarket o 
The case was thrown out of court ( - in a court of 
law), mn bill, case, proposals CES33 Throw sth 
out is often used in the passive fit this meaning. 
3 to mention sth, usually in a casual way, for 
people to think about: She threw out a few ideas 
for us to consider o We are throwing out a chal¬ 
lenge to residents to help clean up our neighbour¬ 
hood. [obj] idea, challenge 4 to produce sth such 
as heat, light, smoke, etc: The fire throws out a lot 
of heat, o The lamp threw out just enough light to 
read by. [013 heat, light WB emit sth 5 to move 
a hand or arm suddenly away from your body: 
She threw her arm out to protect herself as she fell. 
iQftJi hand, arm 
*§► v + adv+n * v + n/pron + adv 
itetci throw die baby out with the 'bathwater 
(informal) to lose sth that you want at the same 
time as you are trying to get rid of sth that you do 
not want 

.throw sb/sth out; .throw yourself out; 
.throw sb/sth out of sth; throw yourself 
‘out of sth to push or send sb/sth/yourself for¬ 
ward and out of a place: Frank quickly opened the 
window and threw his cigarette out. o He threw 
himself out of the window and was killed , 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.throw sb 'over (oklfashioned) to end a relation¬ 
ship with sb; His girlfriend threw him over for 
somebody else. 

7syh> chuck sb ( BrE , slang), dump sb (informal) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.throw sb/sth 'over; .throw yourself 'over; 
.throw sb/sth/yourself 'over sth to move or 
push sb/sth so that they move over the top of sth 
and land on the other side of it; to move yourself 
violently in this way: Throw a rope over and I’ll 
catch it on the other side. <> I threw myself over the 
wall to escapefrom the dog. o Jay took off his coat 
and threw it over a chair (= so it rested on the 
back of a chair). 

<*► v + of pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) + 
v + n/pron + prep 

B35 throw sth over your 'shoulder if you throw 

a remark, a comment, or a look over your shoul¬ 
der, you turn your head to say sth to sb or to look 
at sb: ’And don’t bother phoning me! 1 she threw 
over her shoulder as she Igft. 
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.throw sth 'over (to sb) {informal) to pass sth to 
sb In a casual way: He threw the paper over to me. 
o Will you throw over those keys? 

GEHI You can also use throw sb over sth and 
throw sb sth over: Will you throw me over the 
paper? o Will you throw me the paper over? 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+n 
.throw sth ‘over sb/sth to quickly place sth so 
that it covers sb/sth: l threw a blanket over the 
baby to keep him warm, o He threw a coat over 
h is pyjamas and ran out into the street. 

0 v + n/pron + prep 

.throw sth round; .throw sth round sth = 

THROW STH AROUND, THROW STH AROUND STH 

.throw Sth round sb/sth (especially BrE) 
throw sth around sb/sth 1 We threw blankets 
round ourselves to keep warm, o She threw her 
arms round melmy neck. 

.throw sth round sth (BrE) 

-* see also throw sth around, throw sth 

AROUND STH 

.throw sb to'gether to bring people into contact 
with each other, often casually: Fate had thrown 
them together 

IMB Throw sb together is often used in the 
passive: We were strangers, thrown together by 
circumstance. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.throw sth to'gether to make or produce sth 
roughly or quickly, often with things that you 
can find easily: I'll just throw together a quick 
supper o Can you throw a report together by 
tomorrow morning? 

<$► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.throw 'up (also .throw sth ‘up less frequent) 
(informal) to bring food you have eaten back out 
of your mouth: The smell made me want to throw 
up. o He ate the meal arid immediately threw it all 
up. 

Jsyh} bring sth up; vomit, vomit sth 

^v+adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.throw sb/sth ’up to lift sb/sth and make them 
move upwards into the air by moving your hand 
quickly; The baby loved being thrown up into 
the air. o 
# v +n/pron+ adv 

.throw sth 'up 1 to produce sth; to show or make 
people notice sth: Her research has thrown up 
some interesting facts, o The competition threw 
up some promising players, ED problems, ques¬ 
tions, ideas, facts 2 (BrE. informal) to leave 
your job suddenly and often unexpectedly: He 
threw up a highly paid job to travel round the 
world. tpiuJ jab SD chuck sth in/up (BrE, infor¬ 
mal ), give sth up (informal) 3 to build sth sud¬ 
denly or quickly and often carelessly: These 
buildings were thrown up hurriedly after the war. 
[§13 buildings 4 if you throw up your arms or 
hands, you raise them quickly in the air; He 
threw up his hands to protect his face as lie fell, o 


She threw her arms up in horror. lasSl hand, arm 

5 to make sth such as dust or water rise up into 
the air: The wheels threw up a shower of mud and 
water. IE) dust, mud 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.throw sth u pon sb/sth =throw sth on sb/sth 

thrilSt /OrASt/ (thrust, thrust) 

.thrust sth a'side to refuse to listen to sb's com¬ 
plaints, comments, etc: All our objections were 
thrust aside. 

6 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

'thrust sb/sth on sb (also Thrust sb/sth upon 

sb more formal) to force sb to accept sb/sth or do 
sth that they do not want to: Responsibility for the 
fam ily was thrust upon him at an early age. o She 
teas annoyed at having three extra guests sud¬ 
denly thrust, upon her. 

El role, responsibility, change 

EEH3 Thrust sb/sth on/upon sb is often used in 

the passive, 

^ v +n/pron + prep 

thumb /0Am/ 

.thumb 'through sth to turn the pages of a 
book, a magazine, etc, looking at them quickly: 
She thumbed through her diary 
fokO book, pages Pw) flick through sth 
v + prep 

tickuk 

.tick a'way; .tick sth a'way if a clock ticks 
away or ticks the minutes or seconds away, it 
makes continuous short light regular sounds to 
mark time passing: The clock ticked away in the 
silence, o We waited as the clock ticked away the 
last few seconds of the old millennium. 
v + adv * v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.tick a'way/'by/ 1 past (of time) to pass, espe¬ 
cially when you feel it is passing too quickly or 
too slowly: The seconds ticked by as / tried to 
think of something to say o Two long minutes 
ticked past, isv e-ji minutes, seconds, time 
<§► v + adv 

.tick Sb 'off 1 (for sth/for doing sth) (BrE. infor¬ 
mal) to speak angrily to sb, especially a child, 
because they have done sth wrong: / was ticked 
off for forgetting my books . SEES) tell sb off; 
scold sb ( more formal) 2 (informal, especially 
AmE) to annoy sb: This type of thing really ticks 
me off WE) hack sb off (BrE) 

«|> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► .ticked 'off adj (informal, especially AmE) 
annoyed: / teas really ticked off about it. 

► .ticking ‘off (for sth/for doing sth) n [sing ] (old- 
fashioned, BrE , informaD the act of speaking to 
somebody angrily because they have done sth 
wrong: He gave me a ticking off for being late for 
class. 


.tick sb/sth off (BrE) (AmE .cheek sb/sth off) 

to put a mark next to sth on a list to show that it 
has been dealt w ith: At ticked off the names of the 
people who had replied, o Everything on the list 
had been ticked off o She ticked the points off on 
her fingers. 
foBji points, items 

v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.tick over (especially BrE) (usually used in the 
progressive tenses)! if an engine is ticking over 
it is running slowly but the vehicle is not mov¬ 
ing; Don’t leave the engine ticking over while you 
are in the shop, o (figurative) Learning Japanese 
keeps my brain ticking over! MM engine ® 
idle 2 to continue slowly without producing or 
achieving much; Try and keep things ticking over 
while I’m away, nothings 
v + adv 

.tiCk ‘past "TICK AWAY/BY/PAST 

tide /taid/ 

.tide sb 'over; .tide sb over sth to help sb 
through a difficult period by providing what 
they need: We’ve got enough money to tide us over 
until next month, o Our savings should tide us 
over the next couple of months, isuojj money, loan 
EE® Tide sb over is usually used in the infini¬ 
tive form. It cannot be used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 

tidy /"taidi/ (tidies, tidying, tidied, tidied) 

.tidy sth a'way (BrE) to put things in a particu¬ 
lar place where they cannot be seen so that a 
room, etc. appears tidy: Harry was busy tidying 
away his papers in the office. 

MH> clear away, clear sth away 
^v + adv+n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
.tidy sth 'out (BrE) to make a room, a cupboard, 
etc. tidy by removing things you do not want and 
arranging the rest neatly: It's time to tidy out the 
kitchen cupboards. 

BIjI cupboard, drawer, room clear sth 
out 

+ adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

.tidy ‘up; .tidy sth 'up (especially BrE) to make a 
room, a group of things, etc. tidy by arranging 
tilings neatly in the correct places: Don't forget to 
tidy up when you’ve finished, o The whole place 
needs tidying up. o I’ve just got a bit of tidying up 
to do. o I'd better tidy my desk up. 

JME> clear up. clear sth up 
^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.tidy sb 'up; .tidy yourself up (especially BrE) 
to make sb/yourseif look cleaner and smarter: 
How about tidying yourself up a bit before we. go 
out? 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.tidy Sth ‘up ( BrE) t to finish sth such as a piece 
of written work by dealing with the last details 
well or correctly; My lecture still needs tidying up. 
IobjI room, mess, house HD clear sth up 2 to 
make sure that things are dealt with correctly: 
He had to go to Boston to tidy up his brothers 
affairs (• after his brother had died), 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

tie /tai/ (ties, tying, tied, tied) 

.tie sb down 1 (also .tie yourself ’down) (to 
sth/to doing sth) to restrict sb’s activities or free¬ 
dom, for example by making them accept par¬ 
ticular conditions or by keeping them busy: We 
managed to tie him down to a date for the meeting. 
o She didn’t want to be tied down by a full-time 
job. <> I don't want to be tied down to coming back 
at a particular time, o Do you really want to tie 
yourself down at IS with a husband, a home and a 
baby? 2 to do sth so that an enemy force is kept 
busy and has to stay in a particular area: 
Guerrilla activity kept the army tied dawn in the 
mountains. [§S3 troops, police 

1 v + n/pron + adv 

2 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.tie ‘In (with sth) to fit or be in agreement with sth: 
This new evidence ties in with the witness’s state¬ 
ment. o That doesn’t tie in with what you said 
yesterday. 

Q v+adv 

,tie in (with sth), .tie sth in (with sth) to link sth 

or be linked to sth; to happen or to arrange for sth 
to happen at the same time as sth else: The book 
was intended to tie in with the TV series, o Jack 
couldn't be tied- in with the murder o The release 
of their new album wilt lye tied in with the tour 
^ v + adv * v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
* Tie-in n 1 (BrE) a product such as a book or a 
toy that is sold in close connection with a 
film/movie, television programme, etc: televi¬ 
sion! film tie-ins o tie-in books/toys!sales 2 ( espe¬ 
cially AmE) a link or a relationship with sth: a 
tie-in to the main subject 

.tie sth 'off to put a knot in the end of sth; to dose 
sth with string, thread, etc: to tie off a ropelan 
artery 

^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.tie 'up; .tie sth 'up 1 to attach a boat to a fixed 
point with a rope: The barge tied up at the quay, o 
Ben tied the boat, up and jumped ashore. 2 to dose 
or fasten sth with a knot; to be closed or fastened 
in this way: I’m so fat my bathrobe won’t tie up! o 
to tie up a garbage bag 
<$► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.tie sb 'Up 1 to tie sb's arms and legs tightly so 
that they cannot move or escape: The gang tied 
up the security guard and put a gag in his mouth . 
2 to keep sb so busy that they have no time for 
other things: lhi tied up in a meeting until three. 
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o Sorry I'm late I was tied up at the office. wan 
Tie sb up is usually used in the passive in this 
meaning. 

<§>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

,tie sth 'up 1 to make sth secure by putting 
string, rope, etc. around it, or attaching it to sth 
else: He tied the parcel up with a ribbon, o He tied 
the dog up outside. 2 (with sth) to connect or link 
sth to sth else: Her behaviour is tied up with her 
feelings of guilt, o Do you think these two inch 
dents are tied up? WSSB Tie sth up is usually used 
in the passive in this meaning. 3 (in sth) to invest 
money so that it is not easily available for use: 
Most of our capital is tied up in property: iosjl 
money, capital, resources, assets lock 
sth up CZSS Tie sth up is often used in the pas¬ 
sive in this meaning. 4 to deal with all the 
remaining details of sth: to tie up a deal o We're 
hoping to tie up all the loose ends as quickly as 
possible, iqgjl deal, loose ends 5 to bring sth to a 
stop; to prevent sb from doing sth or using sth: 
The strike tied up production for a week, o 
Haven 7 you finished yet? You've been tying up the 
phone for hours! 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
► 'tie-up n 1 (with sb/sth) (BrE) an agreement 
between two companies tojoin together: They're 
negotiating a tie-up with Ford . 2 (between A and 
B) (BrE) a connection between two or more 
things: a tie-up between politics and economics 3 
(especially AmE) a situation in which sth, espe¬ 
cially traffic, stops moving: A tie-up on the high¬ 
way caused major delays. 

tighten /'taitn/ 

.tighten 'up; .tighten sth 'up 1 to become or 
to make sth tight or tighter: His face muscles 
tightened up in anger, o to tighten up a screw! 
wheeltmusde SHQ lighten and tighten sth can 
also be used with this meaning 2 to become more 
careful or strict about sth; to make sth more 
strict: tows on gambling have tightened up 
recently, o The police are tightening up on 
drink driving, o to tighten up laws! rules! kgisla- 
tion/security 

0 v + adv * v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv 
(less frequent) 

tinker /tiqkecr)/ 

.tinker a round (also .tinker a bout especially 
BrE) (with sth) to make small changes to sth in 
order to repair or improve it, especially in a way 
that may not be helpful: He's outside tinkering 
around with his bike, o They haven’t made any 
real changes to the system — they 've just been tin¬ 
kering around a bit 
<$► v+adv 


tip /tip/ (-pp-) 

.tip sb 'off (about sth) informal) to give sb a 
warning about sth which will affect them and 
which they should know about, especially sth 
illegal: The police were tipioed ojf about the bank 
robbery. 
police 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

► 'tip-off n (informal) a piece of useful or secret 
information that sb gives, for example to the 
police, to warn them about an illegal or unex¬ 
pected activity: 'The police received an anonym¬ 
ous tip-off about the attack. 

,tlp 'over; ,tlp sth ’over to become unstable and 
fall over; to make sth do tills: The bottle tipped 
over and all the water spilled out. o Watch you 
don't tip the jug over. 

ysy *i) overturn, overturn sth (moreformal) 

0 v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.tip 'up; tip sth 'up to become unsteady and fall 
forwards, backwards or sideways; to make sth do 
this: Otie after another the canoes tipped up. o 
The pile of books on the end of the table nearly 
tipped it up. 

<^v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
,tlp sth 'up to change the angle of sth so that it 
leans to one side: She tipped her glass up and 
drained it. o He tipped his face up towards the 
light. 

® v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

tire /'taioCr)/ 

'tire of sb/sth; tire of doing sth to become 
bored with sb/sth or begin to enjoy them/it less: 
They soon tired of the beach and went for a walk. 
^ v + prep 

Q32J never tire of doing sth to do sth a lot. espe¬ 
cially in a way that annoys people: Jack travelled 
all over the world when he was a student, as he 
never tires of telling us. 

.tire sb out; .tire yourself out to make 
sb/yourself feel very tired: I took the children to 
the beaeh to tire them out. o Try not to tue your¬ 
self out too soon in the race. 

) Mh ) wear sb/yourself out (with sth) 

^ v + n/pron+adv + v + adv+n (less frequent) 

► .tired 'out adj very tired: We finally reached 
home tired out 

toddle /'tudl; AmE 'tcudl/ 

.toddle 'on{BrE, informal humorous) to leave; to 
depart: It's late — it’s time you toddled off to bed. 
^ v + adv 


tog /tog: AmE tcug. to:g / (-gg-) 

be/get .togged 'out/'upOn sth) (BrE, informal) to 
be wearing clothes for a particular activity or occa¬ 
sion: He got togged up in a suit and tie for the inter¬ 
view. o We were all togged out in our best clothes. 

0 be/get + v + adv 

toil /tod/ 

.toil a way (at sth) to work extremely hard at sth 
difficult or boring: He toiled away at his home¬ 
work all the evening. 
v + adv 

tone /taun;Am£toun/ 

.tone sth 'down 1 to make sth such as a speech, an 
opinion, etc. less offensive, critical or harsh than 
it was originally: He had to tone down his article 
before it was published. 2 to make sth, especially 
your clothes, less bright, colourful and noticeable: 
She toned down her style of dress when she started 
her new job 3 to make a colour less bright: We 
toned down the yellow paint- with a little white, o 
Petra used powder to tone down her rosy cheeks, 

+ adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * v + ni + adv ( less 
frequent) 

.tone In (with sth) (BrE) to match or fit with the 
colour or style of sth else: The cushions tone in 
well with the carpet, o The new bridge doesn't 
tone in with the buildings around it. 

^ v + adv 

.tone 'up; .tone sth 'uptomakeyourmusclesor 
a part of your body firmer, stronger, and health¬ 
ier: It ’s time I toned up and slimmed down, o This 
exercise will tone up your stomach muscles. 

[oa3l body, muscles 
4> v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv * 
v + n + adv (less frequent) 

tool /tu:l/ 

.tool 'up; .tool sth 'up (for sth/to do sth) (BrE, 
technical) to get or provide sh/sth with the equip¬ 
ment, machines, etc. necessary to do or produce 
sth: It took several months to tool up to produce 
the new model, o A new plant in Scotland is being 
tooled up to produce these screws, 

0 v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (rare) 

► tooled ’up adj (slang) 1 having the equipment 
necessary for a particular job 2 (BrE) carrying a 
gun 

top / top; AmE tn:p/ (-pp-) 

.top sth 'off (with sth) to complete sth in a suc¬ 
cessful or pleasant way, especially by adding one 
final thing: Jane was wearing a very colourful 
outfit, topped off with a dramatic hat 
Praia Top sth off is often used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


.top 'out (at sth) to stop increasing after reaching 
a high level: Your annual salary will top out at 
seventy thousand dollars. 

^ v + adv 

.top sb 'up (BrE) to fill sb'sglass or cup by adding 
some more liquid: Can Hop you up? 

+ rVpron + adv * v + adv + n 

► 'top-up n (BrE) an amount of liquid that you 
add to some already in a glass, cup or other con¬ 
tainer: Can I give you a top-up? 

-+ see also top-ui j at roe sth up 
.top sth 'up ( especially BrE) 1 (with sth) to add 
some more liquid to some already in a glass, cup 
or other container in order to fill it: Can I top 
your glass up? o We should top the car up with oil 
before we set off. E°I3 glass, cup 2 to increase the 
amount of sth, especially money, to the level you 
want or need: She relies on tips to top up her 
wages, roeji income, pension 
^ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

► top-up n (BrE) a sum of money that is added to 
what you already have in order to increase it to 
the amount that you need: a salary top-up o a 
top-up loan o top-up fees (~ extra money that uni¬ 
versity students must pay. in addition to the 
money that they already pay, in order to provide 
the university with the money it needs) 

see also top-up at top sb up 

► lop-up card n a card that you buy for a mobile 
phone that enables you to make calls to the value 
of the card 

topple /'topi; AmJE ‘taipl/ 

.topple 'over to become unsteady and fall over: 
The vase wobbled and then toppled over. 
v + adv 

tOSS /tus; /i motors/ 

.toss sth a'round (also .toss sth a bout espe¬ 
cially BrE) to discuss ideas in a casual or general 
way: We sat and tossed around a few suggestions, 
o This is a problem that has been tossed around 
for more than a century. 

With throw sth around 
<bv + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.toss sth a'side 1 to put sth quickly to one side 
because you are angry or in a hurry: He tossed 
aside the newspaper angrily and stood up. o (fig¬ 
urative) When he's bored with people he just fosses 
them aside. MH> cast sth aside (formal), throw 
sth aside 2 to reject sth such as an attitude, an 
idea, a way of life, etc: The idea of buying a new 
car was quickly tossed aside. WM> cast sth aside 
(formal), throw sth aside 
<§> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.toss sth a way to throw sth away carelessly: She 
finished her drink and tossed the can away, o (fig¬ 
urative) He's tossed away so many opportunities. 
v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 
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r- 


t toss sth 'back 1 (also ,t oss sth down less fre¬ 
quent) to drink sth very quickly, especially alco¬ 
hol: She tossed bock glass after glass of 
champagne, o He tossed back the rest of his drink 
and walked out. EDO) drink, whisky, wine, etc. 2 
to move sth, especially your head, quickly back¬ 
wards, especially when you are angry or impa¬ 
tient: Sam tossed back his head in defiance, a She 
tossed back her hair and smiled. M hair, head 
v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
'toss for sth; ’toss sb for sth (especially BrE) 
(BrE also .toss 'up (for sth)) (AmE also 'flip for 
sth, flip sb for sth) to make a decision about sth 
by spinning a coin in the air and freeing which 
side is on top when it lands: We can’t both go, so 
why don’t we toss for it? o There's only one ticket 
kft — I'll toss you for it, 

■> see also flip for sth 
<3> v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
,toss off; ,toss sb off, ,toss yourself off 
(BrE, slang) to give yourself sexual pleasure 
by rubbing your sex organs; to give sb else sexual 
pleasure in this way 
<!► v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
toss Sth 'Off {especially BrE) to do sth quickly, 
easily and often with little care or effort; He 
tossed this novel off in two months. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,toss 'up (for sth) (BrE) = toss for sth, toss sb 
for sth They tossed up for the best seat, 

& v + adv 

► toss-up n [sing.j (informal) a situation where 
it is difficult to decide between two things, or 
where there are two possible results: It was a 
toss-up between spending the night in the van and 
walking ten mites for help. 

tot /tot; AmE ta:t/ (-tt-) 

( tot Sth 'up (iffor mat, especially BrE) to add 
together several numbers or amounts in order to 
get a total: Can you tot up how much I owe you? 

£13 figures, the number of sth 5HD add sth up 

<$► v+adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv(tess 
frequent) 

total /‘tautl; AmE ’tout]/ (-11-. AmE also 4-) 

.total 'up (to sth) to reach a particular total: The 
costs total up to over a million. 

(§► v + adv 

.total sth 'up to add amounts together to get a 
total: Lets total up what we've spent. 

^ v + adv + n, * v + n/pron + adv 

tOUCh 

.touch 'down 1 (of a plane, a spacecraft, etc.) to 
land: The plane touched down safely at Kennedy 
Airport at about midday o (figurative) A tornado 
touched down in Colorado , injuring five people. 


£!±iJj plane, aircraft helicopter Wfift iandlopp) 
take off 2 (in rugby) to score points (a try) by 
putting the ball on the ground behind the other 
team’s goal line: Williams touched down in the 
first few minutes of the game. 
v + adv 

► 'touchdown n 1 the moment when a plane or a 
spacecraft lands 2 (in rugby) an act of scoring 
points by putting the ball down on the area of 
ground behind the other team’s goal line 3 (in 
American football) an act of scoring points by 
crossing the other team's goal line while carry¬ 
ing the ball, or receiving the ball when you are 
over the other team's goal line 

'touch Sb for Sth (BrE, informal) to persuade sb 
to give or lend you money: He tried to touch mefor 
twenty pounds. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

.touch sth 'off to make sth begin, especially an 
explosion or a violent or difficult situation: Tftc 
explosion was touched off by a single spark, o His 
arrest touched off a riot 
<3^ v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

touch on/upon sth to ment ion or deal briefly 
with a topic, a problem, etc: He touched on the 
need for increased funding, o Some of these issues 
were touched on in Chapter 7 ; 

£13 subject, point, issue 

mn Touch on/upon sth can be used in the 

passive. 

^ v + prep 

.touch Sb 'Up (BrE, informal) to touch sb in an 
unpleasant sexual way 
^v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron+adv 

.touch sth dp to improve sth by making small 
changes or additions: He had to touch up the 
paintwork to cover the scratches, o The photo had 
been touched up. 

& v + adv + n * v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (less 
frequent) 

Touch upon sth touch on/upon sth 

tough /uf/ 

.tough sth 'out to stay firm and determined in a 
difficult situation: He decided not to resign , but to 
stay and tough it oui. 

v + n + adv ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (less 
frequent) 

toughen /'tAfh/ 

.toughen up; .toughen sb dp to become 
stronger and better able to deal with difficult 
situations; to make sb stronger in this way: He 
had toughened up during military service, o His 
Parents sent him away to boarding school to 
toughen him up. 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


.toughen sth dp to make sth such as a law or a 
rule more strict: The legislation on this trade 
needs to be toughened up. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

tout /taut/ 

.tout sth a round; .tout sth a round sth (BrE 
also .tout sth round, .tout sth round sth) to take 
sth to many different places or companies in the 
hope of selling it: He's been touting his novel 
around publishers for years. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
Tout for Sth (especially BrE) to try to get busi¬ 
ness, work, etc. by asking people directly: cab 
drivers touting for business at the airport 
IsOy] business, trade, custom 
<!► y + prep 

tOW /too; AmE too/ 

tow sth away (from sth) to remove sth, espe 
dally a vehicle, from a place, by pulling it behind 
another one: They’ll tow your car away if you 
park it here. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
tower/'taoe(r)/ 

.tower above/over sb/sth 1 to be much higher 
or taller than other th ings or people that are near: 
The new offices tower above the rest of the town . o 
Amy towers over her mother. 2 to be much better, 
more famous, etc. than other people or things: He 
towers above alt other poets of his generation. 

^ v + prep 

toy/toi/ 

'toy With sth 1 to consider sth but not very ser¬ 
iously or for very long: He had toyed with the idea 
of living in Germany. £13 the idea of 2 to play 
with sth; to move sth around carelessly without 
really thinking about it: Stop toying with your 
food! o (figurative) He accused the young man of 
toying with his daughter’s affections. 

HV«) dally with sth/sb 

imna Toy with sth can be used in the passive: 
The possibility had been toyed with but rejected, 
& v + prep 

trace/treis/ 

.trace sth 'back (to sth) to find the origin or 
cause of sth by following dues or evidence back¬ 
wards from the present time: Many different 
childhood illnesses can be traced back to certain 
foods, o Boston has a large population that traces 
its roots back to Ireland, o She can trace her fam¬ 
ily back as far as the l$th century. 

[5131 roots, origins, history 
(§► v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 


.trace sth "out to drew a shape or a mark clearly: 

I traced out our route on the map. o (figurative) 
She traced out how working patterns had changed 
in the last 50years. 

(^v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

track /track/ 

.track sb/sth "down (to sth) to find sb/sth after a 
long and difficult search: We finally tracked Sam 
down to his parents 1 house, o It has taken ten 
years to track down the wreckage of the plane, 

(f> v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

trade /treid/ 

.trade "down (to sth) 1 to spend less money on 
things than you used to: People are trading down 
and buying cheaper food. 2 to sell sth large or 
expensive and buy sth smaller or less expensive: 
They traded down to a house with fewer bed¬ 
rooms. MS) trade up (to sth) 

^ v + adv 

.trade sth 'in (for sth) to give sth that you have 
used to sb you are buying sth new from as part of 
your payment: He traded his motorbike in for a 
new van. 

(^ v + n/pron + adv + v + adv + n 
► trade-in n a method of buying something by 
giving a used item as part of the payment for a 
new one; the used item that you give: the trade-in 
value of a car o Do you have a trade-in? 

.trade sth 'off (against sth) to balance two things 
or situations that are opposed to each other: The 
government were attempting to tradeoff inflation 
against unemployment, o They were willing to 
trade off information to keep the hostages alive (- 
to give information in exchange for their lives). 
^ v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (tess 
frequent) 

»> trade-off (between sth and sth) n the act of bal¬ 
ancing two things that you need or want but 
which are opposed to each other: a trade-off 
between inflation and unemploymen t o There is a 
track-off between the benefits of the drug and the 
risk of side effects. 

Trade on sth (also 'trade upon sth more forma l, 
less frequent) (disapproving) to unfairly make 
use of sth for your own advantage: He traded on 
his father’s name to get himself a job, 
ysTS) exploit sth 
(^ v+prep 

.trade 'up (to sth) to sell sth small or not expen¬ 
sive in order to buy sth larger or more expensive: 
He traded up to a larger car. 

5qpp) trade down (to sth) 

($► v + adv 

"trade upon sth trade on sth 
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traffic /'traefik/ (*ck«) 

traffic in sth to buy and sell sth, especially 
drugs or weapons, illegally: He was accused of 
trafficking in stolen works of art. 

LP-9d drugs, weapons 
<j> v + prep 

trail /treil/ 

.trail a'way/'off if sb’s speech trails away/off, it 
gradually becomes quieter and then stops: 
Mark's voice trailed away to a whisper, o 7 only 
hope... ’ She trailed off 
dlI3] voice 
<|y v + adv 

train /trem/ 

train sth on/upon sb/sth (formal) to point sth 
such as a gun, a camera, a light, etc. at sb/sth: The 
police marksmen trained their weapons on the 
building ; o She trained the camera on the bride 
and groom, o He kept his eyes trained on the road 
ahead. 

PET ] gun, camera, eyes 

GHH This plirasal verb is used mainly in written 
English. 

<$> v+n/pron + prep 

train sb up to make sb ready to do a job or an 
activity by teaching them the skills they need: 
We need to train up extra staff for the Christmas 
period. 

<$► v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

traipse /treips/ 

traipse a round; traipse a round sth (BrE 
also .traipse round, traipse round sth) ( infor¬ 
mal) i to walk from place to place slowly because 
you are tired and unwilling: I've been traipsing 
around all day with Jenny trying to buy a coat for 
her. o We spent the afternoon traipsing around 
the town. 

v+adv ♦ v + prep 

trample /'traempl/ 

trample on/over sb/sth to ignore sb's feelings 
or rights and treat them as if they are not 
important: The government is trampling on the 
views of ordinary people, o Don't let Jack tram¬ 
ple all over you:' 
v + prep 

treat /tri:t/ 

treat sb to sth to entertain sb with sth special: 
Visitors will be treated to a spectacular show, o 
( ironic ) We were treated to (= we had to suffer) a 
two-hour lecture. 

EEXB Treat sb to sth is often used in the passive. 
v +n/pron + prep 


trick link/' 

.trick sb into sth; .trick sb Into doing sth 

to manage to get sb to do sth by deceiving them or 
not telling them the truth: She felt she’d been 
tricked into marriage, o He tricked me into lend¬ 
ing him £100. 

GZ5H 3 Trick sb into sth/into doing sth is often 
used in the passive. 

<$► v + n/pron + prep 

,trick sb out of sth to take sth away from sb by 
deceiving them: An 80-year old woman was 
tricked out of her life savings. 

0 v + n/pron + adv+prep 

trickle rtriki/ 

.trickle 'down (especially of money) to spread 
from rich to poor people through the economic 
system of a country: If the wealthy pay less tax ; 
the benefits should trickle down to people on lower 
incomes , 
v + ad; 

► trickle down n [UJ the theory that if the rich¬ 
est people in society become richer this will have 
a good effect on poorer people as well, for 
example by creating more jobs 

trifle /'traxfl/ 

‘trifle with sb/sth (used especially in negative 
sentences) to treat sb/sth without respect as if 
they arc not very important: He is not a man to he 
trifled with, o He was a man who trifled with 
women's affections. 

$ v + prep 

trim /trim/ (-mm-) 

.trim sth a way/ off to cut off a small part of sth 
because it is not needed: My hair is too long now. 
Can you trim off about two centimetres? 

0 v+adv+n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 

.trim 'down: .trim sth down to become, or to 
make sth, smaller in size: He's trimmed down 
from 90 kilos to 7Q. o The movie was trimmed 
down to 2 Vt hours. 

slim down; slim down, slim sth down 

<$► v+adv ♦ v + adv+n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

trip /trip/ (-pp-) 

trip over .trip over sb/sth to fall or almost 
fall because you have accidentally hit your foot 
against sth while you are walking or r unning: 7 
tripped over the rug and fell heavily, o He kept 
tripping over, o (figurative) He tripped over his 
words in his excitement. 
v+adv • v + prep 

.trip up; .trip sb ’up 1 ( especially BrE) to fall or 
almost fall because you have accidentally hit 
your foot against sth while walking or running; 
to make sb fall or almost fall by catching their 


foot while they are walking or running: / tripped 
up as I ran across the room, o She tripped him up 
with her stick. 2 to make a mistake; to deliber¬ 
ately make sb do this: / knew I had to think care¬ 
fully in the interview or f might trip up. o She ims 
trying to trip me up with her questions. 

0 v + adv ♦ v+n/pron + adv ♦v+adv + n 

trot /trot; AmE trait/ (-tt*) 

.trot 'off to go somewhere, walking quite quickly: 
She trotted off to school happily with her new 
lunch box. 

$ v+adv 

.trot sth out (informal, disapproving) to say or 
repeat sth such as an excuse, an explanation, etc, 
without thinking about it or being sincere about 
it: The airline trotted out the same old excuses to 
explain the delays, o He 's just trotting out the 
party line again (~ in politics). 

+ adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv (less frequent) 

trump trAmp; 

.trump sth up to make up a false story about 
sb/sth, especially accusing them of doing sth 
wrong: Several of his colleagues trumped up a 
complaint to get him removed from the job. o She 
was arrested on trumped-up charges. 
tffejl chargo(s) 

<r> v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n+adv (rare) 
trundle, trAndi/ 

.trundle sth ‘out (disapproving, especially BrE) 
to mention sb/sth or do sth that you have often 
mentioned or done before: The government trun¬ 
dled out the same old cliches to justify their 
actions. 

+ adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

truss /ti-As/ 

.truss sb/sth up ( old-fashioned } to tie a person 
or an animal up very tightly so that they cannot 
move or escape: The victims had been trussed up 
with rope and beaten. 

EED3 Truss sb/sth up is often used in the 
passive. 

<$► v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n 

trust /trAst / 

trust in sb/sth (formal ) to have confidence in 
sb/sth: to rely on sb completely: / was scared 
before the operation , but I trusted in the skill of 
the doctors and nurses, o He urged them to trust in 
God. 
foBJl God 
<$> v + prep 

trust to sb/sth to leave the result or progress of 
events to be decided by luck, chance, etc., 
because there is nothing or no one else to help 


you: I stumbled along in the dark „ trusting to 
luck to find the right door. 

[osTi luck 
<£ v+ prep 

'trust sb with sb/sth to give sb/sth to a person to 
take care of because you believe they will be 
careful with them/it: Would you trust her with the 
children? o I’d trust him with my life. 

<?> v + n/pron + prep 

try ,'trai/ (tries, trying, tried, tried) 

try back; .try sb back (y4m£)lo telephone sb 
again when you have already telephoned them 
but have not managed to speak to them: Can you 
try back later? o She's not there. I'll have to try 
her back after lunch. 

Wm phone back, phone sb back (especially 
BrE). call back, call sb back 

<$> v+adv ♦ v + n/pron+adv ♦ v+adv + n 

’try for sth (especially BrE) to make an attempt to 
get or win sth: Are you going to try for that job? o 
They’ve been trying for a baby for several years 
now (= the woman has been trying to become 
pregnant). 

BO a baby 
<3> v + prep 

,try it 'on (with sb) (informal, disapproving, espe¬ 
cially BrE) to behave badly towards sb or try to 
get sth from them just to see what you can do 
before they become angry or stop you: The kids 
sometimes try it on with a new babysitter: 

<& v + it + adv 

► try-on n (BrE) an act of trying to behave badly 
and hoping that no one will stop you 

.try sth on to put on a piece of cloth ingto see if it 
fits and bow it looks: Can l try on the blue one? o 
If you like it, why don’t you try it on? 

+ adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

.try 'out (for sth) (especially AmE) to compete for a 
place in a sports team, a part in a play, etc: He 
tried out for the school band, alt's a pretty good 
team. / think I'll try out. 

<|> v+adv 

► try-out n (AmE) a test, etc. to choose players 
for a team, actors for a play, etc: The team is hold¬ 
ing try-outs this Thursday o Did you have a try¬ 
out for the school play? 

-+ see also try-out at try sb/sth out (on sb) 
try sb/sth out (on sb) to test sb/sth to see how 
good and useful they are or how suitable for a 
particular task or purpose before you decide to 
use them/it: We ’ve been trying out some new musi¬ 
cians for our band, o He couldn’t wait to try out 
his new invention, o I’ve got an idea I'd like to try 
out on you. o The drug has not been tried out on 
humans yet. 

iSYN) test sth out (on sb/sth) 

<S>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
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turn aside 


► try-out n an act of testing how good or suitable 
sb/sth is before you decide to use them/it: The 
play had an out-of-town try-out in Oxford. 

-* see also try-out at try out (for sth) 

tuck/uk/ 

,tuck sth away 1 be tucked a Way to be in a 

quiet or hidden place when; not many people go: 
The house is tucked away right at the end of a 
rough track, ME> hide sth a way raara Be 
tucked away is usually followed by a phrase 
with a preposition: The cafe was tucked away m 
the basement 2 (in sth) to put sth in a safe place, 
especially sth valuable: She tucked the photos 
away in Iter wallet, o We've got some money 
tucked away for emergencies. ME> stash sth 
away 3 (BrE, informal) to cat a lot of food: He can 
certainly tuck it away! ME> put sth away 
^ 1 be + v + adv 

2*3 v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,tuck In; ,tuck into sth (informal especially 
BrK) to eat food, especially quickly or with 
enthusiasm: We tucked in hungrily, o He was 
tucking into a huge plateful of pasta. o Tuck in, 
everybody! 

ME) dig In; dig Into sth 

v + adv * v + prep 

,tuck sb 'in/ up to cover sb, especially a child, 
comfortably in bed by pulling the covers around 
them: Will you come and tuck me in, Mummy? o 
The children were all tucked up in bed by 8p.m, 

<§► v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.tuck sth in; .tuck sth into sth 1 to push or 
fold the loose end of a piece of clothing, a sheet, 
rope, hair, etc., in sth, to make it tidy or hold it in 
position: Tom, tuck your shirt in! o Why don't 
you luck your trousers into your socks? o Tuck the 
flap of the envelope in. m3 shirt 2 to pull a part 
of your body inwards, especially by making your 
muscles tight: Stand up straight and tuck your 
bottoms in! o Keep your chin tucked in. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
t tuck sb 'up TUCK SR IN/UP 
.tuck sth 'up to move or put sth in a small space, 
especially to hide it or keep it safe or comfort¬ 
able: She kicked off her shoes and tucked her feet 
up under her 
[OBJ] legs, feet 

EEH3 Tuck sth up is often used in the passive: 
She sat with her legs tucked up under her. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

tug /tAg; (-gg-) 

tug at sth to give sth a quick, strong pull: Daniel 
tugged at my sleeve. 

M3 sb’s arm, sb’s hair, sb’s sleeve ME> pull at 
sth 

«§► v + prep 
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tumble /'tiimbi/ 

.tumble 'down to fall suddenly to the ground in a 
dramatic way'; One push and the wall came tum¬ 
bling down, o Her long dark hair tumbled down 
around her face. o (figurative) She felt herself 
tumbling down into the hole. 
v + adv 

► 'tumbledown adj [usually before noun] a 
tumbledown building is old and in a very bad 
condition, with parts falling down: Be lived in a 
small , tumbledown hut. 

.tumble 'over to fall to the ground: She knocked 
the statue and it tumbled over, 
v + adv 

tumble to sb/sth (BrE, informal) to suddenly 
realise, understand, or become aware of what 
sb/sth is really like: Vve tumbled to Isabel now. o 
Due tumbled to what he is trying to do. 

& v + prep 

tune /tjurn; AmE turn/ 

.tuite ‘in (to sth), .tune into sth 1 to turn on the 
radio or television in order to listen or watch a 
particular programme or channel: We tuned in to 
watch the football o Tune into (= watch) next 
week’s exciting episode ! 2 to be aware of or 
understand other people’s thoughts, feelings or 
needs: You must tune into the needs of the people 
you love. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.tune sf h ‘in 1 to adjust the controls on a radio or 
television so that you can hear or see a particu¬ 
lar programme or channel clearly: The radio 
isn’t properly tuned in. o / keep the radio tuned in 
to the BBC World Service. 2 (AmE) to turn on the 
radio or television in order to listen to or watch a 
particular programme: Tune in our TV special 
tonight at nine. 

v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
be .tuned in (to sth); be .tuned into sth to be 
aware of or understand sth, especially other 
people’s feelings: Parents should be tuned in to 
the needs of their child, o I’m tuned in to what / 
have to do. 

Q be+v + adv ♦ be + v + prep 
.tune out; .tune sb/sth ‘out (informal, espe¬ 
cially AmE) to stop listening to sb/sth; to ignore 
sb/sth: When fee started talking about her job, 
Tim just tuned out. 

<f» v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
'tune sth to sth to adjust the controls of a radio 
or television so that you can listen to or watch a 
particular programme: -4// the TVs in the store 
were tuned to the same channel 
v + n/pron + prep 


.tune 'up when an orchestra tunes up, the play- 
, ers adjust the instruments so that they can play 
j together: We could hear the orchestra tuning up. 

: o The quartet tuned up and began to play. 

[ 0v + adv 

turf/tef; AmE u:rf; 

.turf sb/sth out. ,turf sb/sth out of sth (also 
.turf sb 'off, .turf sb 'off sth) (BrE, informal) to 
force sb/sth to leave a particular place or an 
organization: We need to turf the Democratic 
party out. o Several families have been tmfed out 
of their homes, o The boys should have been 
turfed off the bus. 

WE> kick sb out, kick sb out of sth; throw 
sb/sth out, throw sb/sth out of sth 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) * 
v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
,turf sth 'out (BrE, informal) to get rid of sth you 
do not want: The shop is full of beautiful clothes 
that people have turfed out. 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

tlim /tain; AmE turn/ 


-about 
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-off 

- against 


-on 

- around 


-onto 

- aside 


- out. out of 
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-over 

- away from 
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- over to 

-back 


- round 

-down 


-to 

-in 


-up 

- in on 


-upon 

- inside out 
-into 


- upside down 


.turn a' bout ( especially BrE) to turn around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction: 
She turned about and went into the kitchen, 
•*$eeal$Q turn around,turn sb/sth around; 
TURN AROUND, TURN' STH AROUND 
^ v + adv 

► a bout- turn n (BrE) 1 an act of turning around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction: He 
did a rapid about-turn when he sa w me and went 
back inside, 2 a complete change of opinion, 
plan or behaviour: Hours later the management 
did an about-turn and agreed to our demands, o a 
dramatic about-turn in government policy 

► 'turnabout n [sing.] 1 an act of turning around 
quickly so as to face in the opposite direction 2 a 
sudden and complete change in attitude or opinion 

.turn a gainst sb/sth; .turn sb a gainst 
sb/sth to stop, or to make sb stop, being 
friendly towards sb; to stop, or to make sb stop, 
supporting sb/sth: Her old friends were turning 
against her. o He's trying to turn his family 


against me. o What has made them turn against 
the government? 

«£■ v + prep ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
turn a round (BrE also turn round) if sb turns 

around and does sth, they do sth unexpectedly 
and often unfairly: What will we do if he turns 
around and says it was all our fault? 

^ v + adv 

turn a round; .turn sb/sth a round (BrEalso 
.turn ’round, .turn sb/sth round) to move your 
head and shoulders or your whole body so that 
you face in the opposite direction; to make sb/sth 
change position in this way : She turned around 
to stare at the man behind her. o He walked away 
without turning round, o / turned the bottle 
round to look at the label, o The nurse turned him 
around to face the window. 

•* see also turn about 

v+adv ♦ v + n/pron+adv ♦ v + adv + n (less 
frequent) 

► ‘turnaround ( BrE also “turnround) n [usually 
sing.] 1 the amount of time it takes to unload a 
plane or ship at the end of a journey and load it 
ready for the next one 2 the amount of time that 
it takes to do a piece of work that you have been 
given and return it 3 a complete change in sb’s 
opinion, plans, behaviour, etc. 

see also turnaround at turn around, turn 

STH AROUND 

.turn a'round; .turn sth around (BrE a ho 

.turn ‘round, turn sth ’round) if a business or an 
economy turns around, or sb turns it around, 

it becomes successful after it has been unsuc¬ 
cessful for a time: The economy is slowly turning 
around, o His job is to try to turn the company 
around. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

> turnaround (BrE also tumround) n [C, usu¬ 
ally sing.] a sudden improvement in a business, 
an economy, etc: The predicted economic turn¬ 
around failed to happen. 

see also turnaround at turn around, turn 

SB/STH AROUND 

.turn sth a'round (BrEalso .turn sth round) to 

deliberately understand sth that sb says in the 
wrong way, especially for your own advantage: 
You turn everyth ing I say around to make me look 
stupid. 

& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv+n 
.turn a side to change direction and go to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sb/sth: He 
turned aside in embarrassment. 

^ v + adv 

.turn sb/sth a side to make sb/sth move to one 
side, especially in order to avoid sth difficult or 
dangerous: As he bent to kiss her, she turned her 
head aside, o (figurative) He cleverly turned all 
her questions aside (~ he did not answer them). 
<j> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n (lessfrequent) 
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turn out 


.turn a'way; .turn sth a way (from sh/sth) to 
move or to move your head to fece in a different 
direct lorn often to avoid sth difficult or danger' 
ous: Will turned quickly away and walked out of 
the door o He turned away from her with a sigh, o 
Tina turned her head away and looked out of the 
window, 

v + adv ♦ v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv ♦ n 
-turn sb away 1 (from sth) to reAise to allow sb 
to enter a place: We had to turn hundreds of fans 
away from the game (= because the place was 
full). 2 to refuse to help sb: They had nowhere to 
stay so I couldn’t just turn them away. 

<*► v * n/pron * adv * v + adv + n 
,tum a way from sth: .turn sb a way from 
Sth to stop, or to make sb stop, supporting sb/sth 
or being interested in sth: Younger voters are 
turning away from the party, o The recent scan¬ 
dals have turned many people away from politics. 
® v+adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.turn ‘back; .turn sb/sth ‘back to return in the 
direction that you have come fbom; to make 
sb/sth do this; The weather got so bad that we 
turned back, o We were turned back at the border, 
o (figurative) There'll be no turning back (- 
you can’t change your mind) once you sign the 
agreement. 

v 4 adv ♦ v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
033 turn the clock back to return to a situation 
that existed in the past; to return to old- 
fashioned methods or ideas: This new law is an 
attempt to turn the clock back. 

.turn Sth back to fold sth back on itself: She 
straightened the bedclothes and turned back the 
top sheet 

tb v + n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 
.turn 'down (rare) if your mouth turns down, it 
forms a line with the ends curved downwards, 
because you are sad or annoyed: Don’t be cross 
with me/she said, her mouth turning down at the 
corners. 

ME) turn up 

v*adv 

.turn sb/sth ‘down to reject or refuse sb/sth: 
Why did Clare turn down your invitation? o He 
asked her to marry him, but she turned him down, 
o They turned down my offer of help, o She 
turned the job down because it paid too little, o 
My book was turned down by eight publishers. 

HID offer, application, Invitation, request, job, 
proposal mE> reject sb/sth 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron * adv 
.turn sth ‘down 1 to adjust the controls on a 
piece of equipment in order to reduce the 
amount of heat, noise, light, etc. produced: Turn 
that radio down, / can't sleep, o It’s warmer 
today Til turn down the heating, o She turned the 
lights down low. ^13 volume, heating, sound, 
tola vision Tor? ) turn sth up 2 to fold sth so that 


one part is covering another The corner of the 
page had been turned down, o He turned down 
the blankets and the children climbed into bed. 

& v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► ’downturn n (C, usually sing.l a fall in eco- 
nomic activity or profits: a downturn in sales 
.turn ’In ( old-fashioned , informal) to go to bed: It 's 
time for me to turn in. 

MS) retire (formal) 

<& v + adv 

.turn in sth to achieve a good result, perform 
ance. profit etc: The champion turned in a bril¬ 
liant performance . o The company turned in 
nearly $150000 last month. 

M performance, profit 

^ v + adv ♦ n 

.turn sb 'In; .turn sth In to fold sth so that it 
bends or faces inwards; to be folded in this way: 
Her feet turn in as she walks. 

4fy v ■+ adv ♦ v * n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.turn sb In (to sb), .turn yourself 'In (to sb) 
(informal) to give sb or youreelf to sb in author 
ity because they/you have done sth wrong; He 
turned his own brother in to the police, o Things 
will be better for you if you turn yourself in. 

& v + n/pron + adv 4 v + adv + n 

.turn Sth In 1 to give back sth that you no longer 
need or should have: Turn in your pass before you 
leave. 2 (especially AmE) to give sth such as a 
piece of written work to the person who asked 
you to do It : Have you turned in your assignment 
yet? }****) hand sth In (to sb) 3 to give sth to the 
police or sb in authority: Only a few guns have 
been turned in so far. Who hand sth In (to sb): 
give sth in 

v + adv ♦ n ♦ v + n/pron ♦ adv 
.turn In on yourself to become very concerned 
with your own problems and stop communicat¬ 
ing with others: He completely turned in on him¬ 
self after his wife left him. 

O v + adv + prep 

.turn Inside ’out; .turn sth inside ’out to 

make the inside of sth face outwards: It was so 
windy my umbrella turned inside out. o She 
pulled off her jumper, turning the sleeves inside 
out. 

v + adv + adv * v + n/pron + adv + adv 
,tum sb/sth Inside ‘out to make great changes 
in sb’s life: The shock turned her world inside out. 

v + n/pron + adv + adv 
itXiD turn sb/sth upside down 
.turn ’into sth: .turn sb/sth ‘into sth to 
change, or to make st h change, in to st h different: 
We need to stop this problem from turning into a 
crisis, o The house had been turned into three 
apartments, o As the fruit ripens, the starch turns 
into sugar, o The director turned her into a star! 
iSXtO change Into sth, change sb/sth Into sth 

v + prep * v + n/pron + prep 


.turn ’off (ipfbrTnal) to stop listening to or think¬ 
ing about sb/sth: Icouldn't understand the lecture 
so I just turned off 

MS) switch off 

^ v * adv 

,turn off; .turn ’off sth to leave one road In 
order to travel on another: She turned off onto a 
side street, o The car turned off the mam road. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v * prep 

► turn-off n a place where one load leads off a 
larger or more important road; the turnoff for 
the airport 

■4 see a/so turn-off at turn sb off, turn' SB OFF 
SB/STH 

.turn ’oft .turn Itsolf ’off if a machine or a 
piece of equipment turns off, or turns itself 
off, it stops operating: The heating turns off 
automatically at 9.30. o The computer will turn 
itself off if you leave it. 
mS> switch off, switch itself off 
SEE) turn on, turn Itself on 
4^ v * adv ♦ v + prop * adv 

.turn sb ‘off; .turn sb ‘off sb/sth 1 (informal) 
to make sb lose interest or become bored: People 
had been turned off by both candidates in the elec¬ 
tion. o His political views turned her off him. 2 
(informa l) to stop sb feeling attracted to sb/sth; to 
make sb feel disgusted: If I tell her Pm only 17 it 
might turn her off. o The sight of all that raw 
meal turned me off o The smell turned me off my 
food. 

Me) turn sb on; turn sb on to sb/sth 

n/pron ♦ adv 4 v + adv * n 4 v * n/pron + prep 

► turn-off n [C, usually sing.l (informal) some¬ 
thing or somebody that people do not find inter¬ 
esting or attractive: Unlike many other women 
she found his beard a real turn-off 

-> seeo/so turn-off at turn off.turnoffsth 
.turn sth ‘off to stop the flow of electricity, gas, 
water, etc. by moving a switch ora button: to turn 
the radio/television off o / forgot to turn the tap 
off. o Turn all the lights off when you leone, o 
You ’ll need to turn off the water to mend the pipe. 
[513) light, television, tap. water, gas, etc. 

MH) switch sth off ME) turn sth on 
-y see also turn sth out 
4$ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v * adv ♦ n 
^0111 Oft sb to attack sb suddenly and unexpec¬ 
tedly: The dag turned on him and bit his finger, o 
She suddenly turned on me and started shouting 
4j) v * prep 

‘turn on sth (also 'turn upon sth more formal) 1 
(BrE > to depend on sth in order to have a success 
ful outcome: Herfuture career turns on this inter¬ 
view. o The case turns on whether the police can 
prove that the driver knew he had hit something, 
o Much turns on the outcome of the peace talks. 
MS) hinge on ath 2 if a conversation, an argu¬ 


ment, etc. turns on sth, it has that as its main 
subject: Their talk turned on the likelihood of h is 
return (= if he was likely to return or not), 
v + prep 

.turn on: .turn itself 'on if a machine or a piece 
of equipment turns on. or turns itself on, it 
starts operating: I’ve set the oven to turn on at 
5 p.m. o I don't know why the radio suddenly 
turned itself on . 

MD switch on, switch Itself on 
SE£> turn off, turn itself off 
4 >v+adv 4 v + pron+adv 

turn sb ‘on (informal) 1 to make sb enthusiastic 
about sth: What really turns him on is motor 
bikes, o If live theatre turns you on. there is 
plenty to choose from. 2 to make sb feel sexually 
excited: That's not thekindof thing that turnsme 
on. o She says she gets turned on by men in uni¬ 
form! 

ME) turn sb off 

^v + n/pron + adv • v + adv + n 
► 'turn-on n [C, usually sing ] (informal) a per* 
son, a thing, a situation, etc, that sb finds sexu¬ 
ally exciting: Being the centre of attention for 
four orfive guys was a real turn-on. 

.turn sth ‘on to start the flow of electricity, gas, 
water, etc. by moving a switch or a button: Did 
you turn the central heating on? o Turn the tap on 
slowly o I checked the fuses and turned the electri¬ 
city back on. o I didn’t know you were in the room 
until I turned the light on. o Leo turns the televi¬ 
sion on as soon as he comes home from school. 

BUD light, tap, television, water, gas, etc. 

MB) switch »th on ME) turn ith off 

0 v + n/prori * adv 4 v ♦ adv* n 

ffipl turn on the ’charm to be very pleasant and 

polite to sb in order to gain sth for yourself: She’s 

good at turning on the charm to get what she 

wants. 

turn sth on sb/sth (a Iso turn sth upon sb/sth 

more formal) to point sth such as gun, a camera, 
a light, etc. at sb/sth: Officers turned hoses on the 
demonstrators. 

MM> train sth on sb/sth 

^ v ♦ n/pron + prep 

.turn sb ‘on to sb/sth (informal) to make sb 
Interested in sb/sth or use sth for the first time: 
What was it that first turned you on to jazz? 

ME) turn sb off sb/eth 

v + n/pron * adv * prep 

.turn ’out 1 to be present at an event; to attend sth 
or to go somewhere: The whole village turned out 
to welcome us. o Only half the team turned out for 
the practice, o I'm not going to turn out to meet 
you in this weather. 2 (used with an adverb, an 
adjective or in questions with how) to take place 
or happen in the way mentioned: to develop or 
end in a part Icular way: The article she wrote had 
turned out well, o The day turned out fine again. 
o You never know how things will turn out o I 





turn out 


326 


327 


turn upside down 


couldn’t have gone anyway, as it turned out o 
The children have turned out well in spite of their 
upbringing. 3 to be discovered to be; to prove to 
be: It turned out that she was a friend of my sis¬ 
ter. o My decision turned out to have been a mis¬ 
take. o Ruth’s illness turned out not to be serious 
after all. 

<§► v + adv 

► 'turnout n fC, usually sing,] [U] 1 the number 
of people who come to take part in or watch an 
act ivity: There was a good turnout for the concert . 
2 the number of people who vote in a particular 
election: a highilowtpoor turnout 
.turn 'out; .turn sth 'out to point, or to make sth 
point, outwards: His feet turn out as he walks, o 
She turns her toes out when she walks. 

+ adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
,tum sb ’out (from sth), .turn sb out of sth to 
force sb to leave or go out of a place: The landlord 
turned them out of their house just before the New 
Year o You can’t tu-m us out in this storm! 

ME> chuck sb out, chuck sb out of sth; kick 
sb out, kick sb out of sth; turf sb out, turf sb 
out of sth (BrE, informal) 

^ v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.turn sth/sb ’out to produce sth/sh: The factory 
turns out 900 cars a week, o This school has 
turned, out several well-known engineers. 

& v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv {lessfrequent) 

.turn sth 'outl to switch off sth such as a light or 
a source of heat: Remember to turn out the lights. 
S only light, gas W$> switch sth off 
turn sth on -4 see also Yeas sth off 2 (BrE) to 
clean a room, a cupboard, etc. thoroughly by 
removing the contents and organizing them 
again: She turned the kitchen cupboards out at the 
beginning of the year, o I’m going to turn out my 
bedroom during the holidays, wm clear sth out 
3 to remove the contents of sth; to empty sth 
completely: I turned out all the drawers looking 
for my keys, o Turn out your pockets, o She 
turned the rice out of the packet into a bowl. JME) 
empty sth 

4* v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
be .turned ’out [+ adv/prep] to dress sb/yourself 
with special care or effort: The children were 
always beautifully turned out. o She was fash¬ 
ionably turned out in cream trousers and a red 
sweater. 

CESS This phrasal verb is always used in the 
passive. 

<►► be + v + adv 

.turn ’over; .turn sfo/sth ’over to change your 
position, or the position of sb/sth, so that the 
other side is facing outwards or upwards: He 
turned over onto his back, o The van skidded and 
turned over o Jack was driving too fast and 
turned the car over on the bend, o The nurse 


turned Adam over onto his back, o Turn the pan¬ 
cake over when one side is cooked, o (figurative) 
The smell made my stomach turn over. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n(te 
frequent) 

► turnover n a small piece of pastry filled with 
fruit or jam, folded over and baked 
-» see also turnover at turn over, turn sth 
over; turnover at turn sth over 
.turn over; .turn sth ’over 1 (of an engine) to 
run steadily at a low speed; to start: I turned the 
key and the engine turned over quietly, o The 
engine was turning over too fast KZE> tick over 
2 (to sth) (BrE) to change to a different channel 
when watching television: Can I turn over to 
Cha nnel Four? o This is boring. Let’s turn it over. 
HxE) change over (to sth); switch over (to sth), 
switch sth over (to sth) 3 to move a page or a 
piece of paper so that you can see the other side; 
Turn over (thepage) for more details. Mgna Turn 
or turn sth is used more frequently in this 
meaning: I turned the page quickly, o Turn to 
page 23. 4 to sell goods and replace them; to be 
sold and replaced: Large supermarkets turn over 
their stock very rapidly, o This brand turns over 
twice as fast as the others. 

4* v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
EEd turn over a new leaf to change your way of 
life to become a better, more responsible person 
► 'turnover n [sing.] 1 the rate at which employ 
ees leave a company and are replaced by others: 
a high turnover of staff 2 the rate at which goods 
are sold in a shop/store and are replaced by 
others: a fast turnover of stock 
■* see also turnover at turn over, turn sb/sth 
over; turnover at turn sth over 
.turn sb/sth 'over (to sb/sth) to deliver sb/sth to 
the control and care of sb in authority, especially 
the police: He was turned over to the Belgian 
police at the border. 

4^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.turn sth over 1 (to sb) to give the responsibility 
for sth important to sb else: He had to turn over 
some of his duties to his assistant o She 's plan¬ 
ning to turn the business over to her daughter. 
MH> hand over to sb, hand sth over to sb 2 if a 
business turns over a particular amount of 
money, it deals with that amount in a particular 
period of time: The company turned over a mil¬ 
lion pounds in its first year. 3 to think about sth 
carefully: Diana turned over what James had 
said, in her mind, o He lay in the dark, turning 
over the day’s extraordinary 1 events. MH> chew 
sth over, mull sth over 4 (BrE, slang ) to enter a 
place illegally and steal valuable things from it: 
The burglars had turned the house over, ecth 
T urn sth over is often used in the passive in this 
meaning. 5 (BrE) to search a place very thor¬ 


oughly making it very untidy: His room had. been 
turned over by the police. Man Tur n sth over is 
often used in the passive in this meaning. 
<M,3A5v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
2 v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
»- 'turnover n [C, usually sing.] [U] the total 
amount of goods and services sold by a company 
during a particular period of time: an annual 
turnover of twenty million 
•4 seealso turnover at turn over, turn sb/sth 
over; turnover at turn over, turn sth over 
.turn over to sth; .turn sth over to sth if an 
area, a factory: etc. turns over or sb turns it 
over to sth, it starts to be used for sth different: 
The whole area has turned over to rice production, 
o Thefactory was turned over to the production of 
aircraft parts. 

v + adv + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.turn ‘round (BrE) - turn around 

.turn round; .turn sb/sth 'round (BrE) = turn 

AROUND,TURN SB/STH AROUND 

.turn 'round; .turn sth ’round (BrE) = turn 

AROUND, TURN STH AROUND 

.turn sth 'round ( BrE) - turn sth around 
turn to sb 1 to move your head or body so as to 
face sb: He turned to me and smiled. 2 (for sth) to 
approach sb for help, sympathy or advice: Sue 
turns to her friends for support rather than her 
family o You’re the only person I can turn to for 
advice, o She has nobody she can turn to. 
v + prep 

turn to Sth to start to become involved in sth or 
start to do sth, especially sth illegal or harmful, 
often because you are in a difficult situation: He 
was forced to turn to crime to pay off his debts, o 
People often cope with stress by turning to food for 
comfort. 

4 > v + prep 

"turn to sth: turn sth to sth to turn your atten 
tion, your thoughts, etc. to a new subject: Our 
con venation soon turned to the kind of music tha t 
we liked, o Let’s turn our attention to next week’s 
conference. 

IqbjI attention 

v + prep ♦ v+n/pron + prep 

.turn 'up 1 (of a person) to arrive: He finally 
turned up at three o’clock, o The taxi didn't turn 
up so we walked. £MB) show up (informal) 2 to 
be found, especially by chance, after being lost: 
The missing letter turned up in the waste basket. 
3 (of an opportunity) to happen, especially unex¬ 
pectedly: / haven’t got a job at the moment , but. 
I’m sure that something will turn up, o References 
to Irina turn up in many of his poems. 

^ v+adv 

ntm turn up/come up "trumps to do more than 
people expect and so make a situation very suc¬ 


cessful: The team’s new player turned up trumps 
and scored three goals, o That was a wonderful 
meal! You've turned up trumps again. 

► tum-up n [sing.] (BrE, informal, humorous) 
something surprising or unexpected that hap¬ 
pens: Nick ’$ handed his work in on time? That s a 
turn-up for the books! 

■4 seealso turn-up at turn sth up 

► 'upturn n an improvement or an increase in 
sth: an upturn in the economy 

.turn 'up; .turn sth 'up to point, or to make sth 
point, upwards: Her nose turns up at the end. o 
She turned her face up towards him. 

Tofp) turn down; turn sth down 

v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 

► 'turned-up adj [only before noun] pointing 
upwards: a turned-up nose 

► 'upturned adj [only before noun] pointing or 
facing upwards: an upturned nose o upturned 
faces 

-4 seealso upturned at turn sth upside down 
.turn sth ’up 1 to adjust the controls of a piece of 
electrical equipment in order to increase the 
heat, noise, etc; Turn the TV up, I can’t hear what 
she’s saying, o Let’s turn the heating up, Pm freez¬ 
ing. o The music was turned up loud. (££3 boat¬ 
ing, music, radio/telovlsion 25) turn sth 
down 2 to make a piece of clothing, or part of a 
piece of clothing, shorter by folding it back and 
sewing it: 7 'he sleeves were too long and had to be 
turned up. o Will you turn the hem up for me? (es3 
bom yppp) let sth down 3 to discover sth, such as 
information or sth hidden: Their enquiries 
turned up a number of interesting fuels, o Our 
efforts to trace him. turned up nothing . 

<§► 1,2 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
3 v + adv + n * v + n/prori + adv 

► turn-up n (BrE) the bottom of the leg of a pair 
of trousers/pants that has been folded over on 
the outside: Turn-ups seem to lye coming back into 
fashion. 

-4 see also turn-up at turn up 
'turn upon sth (formal) -turn on sth 
'turn sth upon sb/sth = turn sth on sb/sth 

turn upside ‘down; .turn sth upside ’down 

to move sth so that the bottom is facing upwards: 
The car hit a walk turned upside down, and ended 
up in a field, o I turned the box upside down and 
everything fell out. 

v + adv + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + adv 
turn sth upside down 1 to make a place very 
untidy while you are searching for sth: The burg¬ 
lars turned the flat upside down. 2 to make large 
changes and confusion in sb's life: The divorce 
turned his whole world upside down. 

WjL turn sb/sth inside out 
4> v + n/pron + adv + adv 





twist 
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► upturned adj [only before noun] turned 
upside down: upturned chairs o We sat on an 
upturned box. 

UPTURNED at TUKN UP, TURN STH UI J 

twist /twist/ 

( twfst Sth “off; .twist sth off sth to remove sth 
or break sth off by turning and pulling it with 
your hand: He twisted off the lid and looked 
inside, o She twisted the cap off the bottle and 
took a mouthful of water. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

type /tarp; 

.type sth In; .type sth into sth to put data 
into a document using a computer or a type¬ 
writer: Type in the file name then press return, o 
Type the relevant details into the boxes provided. 
MB key sth in, key sth into sth 

v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

.type sth out/'up to produce a copy of sth on a 
computer (or word processor) or a typewriter; 
I’m typing up the report this morning, o It took me 
ages to type my notes out. 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


Uu 


Urge/3:d3;^m£3Td3/ 

.urge sb/sth “on (to sth/to do sth) to encourage 
sb; to support sb so that they can do sth better: 
The supporters were urging the team on. o Urged 
on by the Prime Minister the police tried to end the 
strike . o The driver urged the horses on. 

Ma) encourage sb/sth 
^ v + rvfpron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

USe fyvczj (used, used /ju:zd/) 

use Sth ‘up to use ail of sth until no more is left: 
Vve used up all the milk, o These eggs need to be 
used up quickly o This program will use up a lot 
of memory on the hard disk.' 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

usher /'Aja(r)/ 

.usher sth “In (formal) to mark or be the start of 
sth new: The elections ushered in a new period of 
change in the country, o Firework displays 
ushered in the New Year. 

Eoiji period, era herald sth ( formal) 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv 
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vouch 


Vv 


veer / via(r); A mE vir /' 

,V0or 'off; veer 'off Sth (also ,veer a'way (from 

sth)) 1 to suddenly change direction: The car 
suddenly veered off to the left o The truck veered 
off the road and crashed into a tree , o The plane 
was going straight towards the mountain, but 
veered away at the last minute. 2 (of a conversa¬ 
tion or a way of behaving or thinking) to change 
in the way it develops: The conversation veered 
off into more personal matters, o Throughout his 
career he’s veered away from jazz into other 
areas. 

v + adv * v + prep 

veg /ved3/ (vegges, vegging, vegged. vegged) 

IZEEZi Although these forms are spelt with -gg~. 
they are all pronounced /vedjs-/. 
veg 'out (spoken, informal) to relax and do very 
little: All she does is veg out in front of the telly 
Hym) laze about/around; lounge about/around 
v + adv 

Venture /'ventjofr)/ 

'venture into/on sth (also 'venture upon sth 

more format) to dare to do sth that could be dan¬ 
gerous or involve risk: As soon as he arrived in 
the country, he ventured on a trip up the Amazon, 
o This is the first time the company has ventured 
into movie production. 

<j> v + prep 

verge /vaidjs; AmE\ r 3:n\$i 

verge on sth (also verge upon sth more formal) 
fo be very close or similar to an extreme state or 
condition: I was treated with suspicion that 
verged on hostility, o Her hair was dark brown, 
verging on black. 

M5) border on sth 
v + prep 

vest /vest/ 

vest sth in sb/sth; vest sb with sth (formal) 

1 to officially or legally give sb the power or 
authority to do sth: It is unwise to vest absolute 
power in a single institution, o The court is vested 
with certain rights . 2 to make sb the legal owner 
of land or property E33S Vest sth in sb/sth and 
vest sb with sth are often used in the passive. 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

vie /vat/ (vies, vying /'vairg/vied, vied) 

vie with sb/sth (for sth/to do sth). Vie for sth 

( formal ) (often used in the progressive tenses) to 
compete strongly with sb/sth: There’ll be a lot of 
people vying for those posts, o The children were 


vying for the teacher’s attention, o The boys were 
vying with each other to impress her. o There were 
several restaurants vying with each other for 
customers. 

HM) compete (with sb/sth) (for sth) 

E3SB3 You can also use vie to do sth: The boys 
were vying to impress her. 

^►v+prep 

visit /'Vizit/ 

Visit with sb (AmE, informal) to spend time with 
sb talking in an informal and casual way: / 
visited with my neighbour while the kids were 
playing. 

^ v + prep 

be Visited on sb/sth ( also be Visited upon 
sb/sth) (old-fashioned, formal) to be punished 
with sth: He listed the horrors visited upon the 
region during the conflict, o Each new indignity 
visited on her was worse than the previous one. 

^ be + v+prep 

vote /vout; AmEvooU 

.vote sb/sth 'down to reject or defeat a candi¬ 
date or a proposal by voting; The Senate has voted 
down efforts to raise taxes, o If Mr Smith 
demands too much, the unions will vote him 
down. 

0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.vote sb in; .vote sb 'Into/'onto sth to choose 
sb for a particular position by voting: I was voted 
in as treasurer o When was this government 
voted into office? o Who voted her onto the Board 
of Governors? 

Hyg> elect sb (to sth) (moreformal) 

SIsSl Vote sb in and vote sb into/onto sth are 
often used in the passive. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron+adv ♦ v + n + adv(nzre) ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep 

.vote sb ’off sth = vote sb out, vote sb out of/ 

OFF STH 

Vote on sth to make a decision about sth by vot¬ 
ing: The committee is voting on the proposal 
tonight, o Workers have begun voting on whether 
to hold a series of one-day strikes . 

12U proposal, resolution, Issue 

GEOS Vote on sth can be used in the passive: The 

proposal was voted on and agreed. 

^ v + prep 

.vote sb 'onto sth = vote sb in, vote sb into/ 

ONTO STH 

.vote sb out; .vote sb out of/'off sth to 

decide as a group to remove sb from a particular 
posit ion by voting: The government may be voted 


out of office at the next election, o What will he do 
if he gets voted out? o Parsons was voted off the 
Board. 

IqbjI government, party 

Irena vote sb out and vote sb out of/ofT sth are 
often used in the passive. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * 

v + n/pron + adv + prep ♦ v + n/pnon + prep 
.vote sth 'through to approve sth or bring a pro¬ 
posal, etc. into force by voting for it: Congress 
voted the bill through without a debate. 
bill, proposal 

msm Vote sth through is often used in the 
passive. 

v+n/pron + adv * v+adv + n 


VOUCH /vautf/ 

Vouch for sb/sth 1 to say that you know sb, that 
you believe they have a good character and that 
you are prepared to be responsible for their 
actions: They asked whether I was prepared to 
vouch for him. o You should give the names of 
two people who can vouch for your honesty and 
reliability, o I can vouch for the fact that he is a 
good worker. answer for sth 2 to say' that 
you know sth is true because you have seen it 
yourself: I was in bed with flu. My wife can vouch 
for thatlme. o I can’t vouch for this hotel (= 1 have 
no personal experience of it) but it looked won¬ 
derful from the brochure. 
rmna Vouch for sb/sth can be used in the 
passive: I had to be vouched for by a responsible 
person . 
v + prep 
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wall in 


Ww 


wade /weid; 

,wade 'In; wade ’into sth {informal) to get 
involved in a dismission, an argument, a difficult 
situation, etc. in a forceful and not very sensitive 
way: She waded in with an attack on company 
polity, o The Senator waded into a new argument 
over defence spending. 

4f> v + adv ♦ v + prep 

,wede ’into sb {informal) to attack sb physically 
or with words: Marty was terrific — hejust waded 
into the skinheads without a thought. o She 
waded straight into her critics with her opening 
remarks. 

if™) launch Into sb: attack sb {moreformal) 

4^ v + prep 

,wade through sth to spend a lot of time and 
effort reading sth or dealing with sth: I had to 
wade through pages and pages of statistics. 

@1 pages plough through sth 

4^ v + prep 

waffle AvDfl;.4m£ J wct;fl/ 

.waffle 'on (about sth) {informal, especially BrE) 
to talk or write a lot about sth without giving any 
useful information: He waffled on for ages about 
his garden. 

go on (about sth); rattle on (about sth) 

4j» v + adv 

wait/weit/ 

.wait a round {BrE also .wait a bout) (for sb/sth) 

to stay in a place without doing anything, wait¬ 
ing for sth to happen or for sb to arrive: / 
wouldn't bother waiting around for him. o She 
didn 't wait about to hear his reply. 
iSXiD hang around 
^ v+adv 

.wait be’hind {especially BrE) to stay after other 
people have gone, especially in order to speak to 
sb privately: He asked her to wait behind after the 
meeting. 

4^ v + adv 

.wait In (for sb/sth) {BrE) to stay at home because 
you are expecting sb to arrive or telephone: I’ve 
got to wait in for the TVrepair man. o She waited 
in all day in case he called. 

^ v + adv 

’wait on sb 1 {also ‘wait on sth especially AmE) to 
bring food and drink to people at a table, usually 
in a restaurant: My daughter will wait on us this 
evening! o When I started, l didn't know any¬ 
thing about waiting on tables. o We were waited 
on by a very polite young man. 2 (also Wait upon 
sb more formal) to bring sb everything they want 
or need: She spoiled the children, always waiting 


on them hand and foot (~ doing everything for 
them, like a servant). 3 (AmE) to serve custom¬ 
ers in a shop/store: Is anybody waiting on you? o 
There is no one in the furniture department to 
wait on me. 

0 v + prep 

’wait on sb/sth ( informal, especially AmE) to 
wait until sb arrives or until sth is available: 
Judd was late and she was sick of waiting on him.. 
o 1 m still waiting on the result of the blood test, o 
She was waiting on my decision. 

GESB In British English, wait (for sb/sth) is usu¬ 
ally used. 

4^ v+prep 

’wait on sth (especially AmE) ~ WAIT ON SB 1 
.wait Sth ’out to stay in a place until sth difficult 
or unpleasant has passed or finished: We shel¬ 
tered in a doorway to wait out the storm, o It was 
difficult to wait out the hours until I could phone 
her to hear the news, o Their strategy has been to 
wait the recession out . 

v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.wait ’up 1 (for sb) to not go to bed until sb comes 
home or arrives: Don't wait up {for me). I may be 
late. ME) stay up 2 (informal, especially AmE) 
used to tell sb to stop so that you can reach them 
and talk to them or go with them: Wait up!I'll be 
right there, o Hey guys, wait up. HxH) hang on 
^ v + adv 

walt upon sb = wait on sb 2 

Wake /weik/ (woke /waok/woken /’waokan/ 

or waked, waked) 

.wake up; .wake sb ’up; .wake yourself ’up 

1 to stop sleeping; to make sb stop sleeping: How 
many times does the baby wake up in the night? o 
I usually wake up early in the summer, o You look 
as if you've only just woken up! o Can you wake 
me up at 8? o He was woken up by the sound of 
breaking glass. CB03 Wake and wake sb can 
also be used with this meaning, but usually only 
in more formal language. Wake up and wake 
sb/yourself up are much more common than 
awakelawake sb, awaken!awaken sb and 
waken/waken sb, which are formal and usually 
only used in writing. 2 to become, or to make sb, 
more lively and interested: You need to wake up 
and start paying attention, o Wake up! I don't 
want to have to repeat all this, o The class needs 
waking up. 

4^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► ‘wake-up adj [only before nounl that is 
intended to wake you up: What time would you 
like your wake-up call (= for example, in a hotel)? 
.wake ’up to sth to become aware of sth; to real¬ 
ize sth: People are finally waking up to the fact 


that the natural world must be conserved, o The 
hospitals have woken up to the value of experi¬ 
enced nurses, o He hasn 't yet woken up to the set - 
iousness of the situat ion. 

4^ v + adv + prep 

Walk /waik/ 

walk a’way (from sb/sth) 1 to leave a difficult or 
unpleasant situation in order to avoid it, instead 
of staying to deal with it: to walk away from a 
situationldeal o You can't just walk away from 
the problem, o He just walked away from every¬ 
thing - his job, his home and his family 2 if you 
walk away from an accident, etc. you are not 
seriously injured: Both drivers walked away 
with minor cuts and bruises, o He walked away 
unhurt . IMS Walk away is usually used with 
an adjective or a phrase beginning with a prepos¬ 
ition in this meaning. 

^ v + adv 

walk a way/ off with sth 1 to win sth very eas¬ 
ily: j'he team walked away with the champion¬ 
ship, 2 to steal sth; to take sth without the 
owner’s permission: The thief walked away with 
jewellery worth £24 000. 

^v + adv + prep 

.walk 'in on sb/sth to go into a room and see 
what sb is doing when they did not expect you 
and did not want anyone to see them: Sorry, I 
didn't mean tv walk in on you. o I’d obviously 
walked in on a very serious conversation. 

Q v + adv + prep 

.walk 'into sb/sth to crash into sb/sth while you 
are walking: Look where you’re going! You 
walked straight into me. o He keeps bumping into 
things and walking into walls. 

& v + prep 

.walk 'into sth (informal) 1 to become caught in 
sth that you are not expecting, especially 
because you are not careful: He realized he'd 
walked into a trap. 2 to succeed in getting a job 
without having to make an effort: She walked 
straight into a job in publishing. 

& v + prep 

.walk ’off; .walk ’off sth to leave a place or a 
person suddenly because you are angry or upset: 
She turned and walked off without a word, o The 
rest of the team walked off the field in protest. 

4^ v + adv ♦ v + prep 

.walk sth 'off to go for a walk in order to get rid of 
the feeling that you have eaten too much or an 
emotion such as anger: / need to walk off that 
hmch. o If ’ll do her good to walk some of her tem¬ 
per off 

insna Walk sth off is not used in the passive, 

4§> v + adv + n ♦ v +n/pron + adv 
.walk ’off with sth ( informal ) 1 - wai.k away/ 
off with sth 1 They've walked off with most oj 
the film awards, 2 ( humorous ) = walk away/off 


wit H STH 2 Who s walked off with my pen? o That 
dog’s just walked off with our ball! 

.walk 'out 1 (also .walk out of sth) to leave a 
meeting, a performance, etc. suddenly before the 
end, because you do not like it or are angry: Sev¬ 
eral students walked out of the debate before the 
vote, o Some of the audience walked out in dis¬ 
gust. 2 (of worker’s) to stop working and go on 
strike: The cameramen have walked out over 
working conditions. 3 (on sb/sth) (informal) to 
leave sb you have a close relationship with and a 
responsibility for: He walked out on his wife! mar¬ 
riage after 35 years. 

v + adv 1 also v + adv + prep 

► 'walkout nla sudden strike by workers: The 
stuff staged a one-day walkout. 2 a protest in 
which you leave a meeting, a performance, etc. to 
show your anger or disapproval 

.walk 'over sb (informal) 1 to treat sb badly and 
not consider their wishes or feelings: We’re not 
prepared to let the management walk all over as. 

2 to defeat sb easily in a competition: They’ll 
umlk all over you on Saturday. 
gram Walk over sb can be used in the passive: 
Don't let yourselves be. walked over. 
v + prep 

► ‘walkover n {informal) an easy victory in a 
game or competition; a situation in which you 
are considered to have won a game although you 
did not in fact play: The race was no walkover ( 
it was not easy to win), o The other team didn t 
turn up so we had a walkover into the final. 

walk through sth (especially AmE) 1 to prac¬ 
tise or perform a play in a simple way, just using 
basic moves and positions 2 to practise a televi¬ 
sion programme without the cameras 
4^ v + prep 

t 'walk-through n [usually sing.] 1 a practice of 
a play without costumes or the objects you need, 
to practise basic moves and positions 2 a prac¬ 
tice of a television programme without the 
cameras 

walk sb 'through sth (AmE) to show or tell sb 
how to do sth by carefully explaining or showing 
each part separately: She walked me through the 
complicated document, o He’ll walk you through 
the procedure. 

VsTib talk sb through sth 
v + n/pron + prep 

.walk 'up (to sb/sth) to approach sb/sth in a confi¬ 
dent way: She wa Iked straight up to the desk and 
asked to see the manager. 

4^ v + adv 

Wall /wo;l/ 

.wall sth 'in to put a wall or a barrier around sth: 
Apartment blocks walled in the playground com¬ 
pletely. 

4^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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.wall sth off to build a wall or a barrier around 
an area to separate it from another area: Part of 
the yard had been walled off 
hmh Wall sth off is often used in the passive. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/prort + adv 

.wall sb 'up to keep sb as a prisoner in a place sur¬ 
rounded by walls: a story of a woman who was 
walled up in a small room and left to die 
HSE Wall sb up is often used in t he passive. 

0v + adv + n • v + n/pron + adv 

, wall sth 'up to block a space with bricks or a wall 
so that it can no longer be used: The entrance had 
been walled up in the 17th century. 
msua Waff sth up is often used in the passive, 
v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

wallow /'wnlou; AmE 'warlou/ 

Wallow in Sth (often disapproving) to enjoy sth 
that gives you pleasure, especially when it is sth 
unpleasant and you do it in a way that makes 
other people think you enjoy being unhappy or 
want sympathy from them: Stop wallowing in 
self-pity, o She wallows in nostalgia for the past. 
tftSJl self-pity, nostalgia 
^ v + prep 

waltz /walls; AmE wodts/ 

.waltz 'off (with sth) (informal) to leave a person 
or place in an annoying way, often taking sth 
without the owner’s permission: The tenants 
waltzed off with half our possessions, o He just 
waltzed off and left me! 

USD walk away/off (with sth) 

& v + adv 

wander /' wonder); AmE ' warn-/ 

.wander 'off/a'way; wander from/'off sth 

to leave the place where you ought to be, or the 
person or group of people you are with, without 
thinking about it: Don’t wander off and get lost 
o The child had wandered away from her mother. 
o We had wandered off the path. 

^ v + adv + v + prep 

want /wont; AmE wa:nt. wrrnt/ 

'want for Sth ( formal ) (usually used with a nega¬ 
tive word) to suffer because you do not have sth: I 
work hard so that my children want for nothing. 

ioBJ] [fttle, nothing 
0 v+prep 

.want in (on sth) 1 (also .want into sth) (infor¬ 
mal, especially AmE) to want to be involved in 
sth* especially a business deal: Do you want in (on 
this project)? o Does Jack want into the club? 2 
(informal, especially AmE) to want to come inside 
a place: The cat wants in. Can you open the door? 
WEE) want out, want out of sth 
& v + adv 1 also v + prep 


.want 'out; .want 'out of sth 1 (informal) to no 
longer want to be involved in sth, especially a 
business deal: l want out before we get into diffi¬ 
culties. o I want out of this mess. want in 
(on sth), want Into sth 2 (informal, especially 
AmE) to want to go out of a place: I want out of 
here. MW want in 
^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

ward /wo:d; AmE wo:rd/ 

.ward sb/sth 'off to prevent sb/sth dangerous or 
unpleasant from affecting or harming you: She 
put up a hand to ward off the blows, o I'm taking 
vitamin C to ivard off a cold, o He keeps dogs to 
ward off unwanted visitors. 

EDSD evil, blows, criticism, danger 
v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

warm / woinr, AmE wo:rm / 

'warm to sb to start to like a person: I warmed to 
the teacher immediately 
v + prep 

'warm to sth to become more interested in or 
enthusiastic about sth: The speaker was warm¬ 
ing to his theme now. 

Hi] theme* task, idea 

^ v + prep 

.warm ‘up 1 (of the weather, the earth, etc.) to 
become warmer: Research shows that the sea. is 
warming up. o When spring comes the earth 
begins to tmrm up. 2 to do gentle exercise or 
practice to prepare for an athletic activity or a 
performance: I’m always careful to warm up 
before I go jogging, o Peter was warming up with 
a few scales. WE> limber up (for sth) 3 (of a 
machine, an engine, etc.) to run for a short time 
in order to reach the temperature at which it will 
operate well: This computer takes a long time to 
warm up. 

<£► v + adv 

► 'warm-up n [usually sing.j a series of gentle 
exercises or a short practice to prepare for an 
athletic activity or a performance: What do you 
do as a warm-up? o warm-up exercises 

.warm up; .warm sb/sth up 1 to become, or to 
make sb or a part of sb’s body, feel warmer: Come 
and warm up by the fire, o They stamped their 
feet to warm them up. 2 to become, or to make 
sb/sth* more lively or enthusiastic: By midnight 
the party was only just warming up. o His role is 
to warm up the audience before the main event. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 

.warm sth 'up 1 to make sth become warmer: 
The fire had begun to warm the room up, 2 to heat 
cooked tood again before you eat it; The soup just 
needs warming up. 

HxiD heat sth up 

<S>v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 


warn /worn; Ami? wo:m/ 

warn sb/sth a way to tell a person* a ship, an 
aircraft, etc. not to come near a place because it 
is dangerous: The male birds sing to warn other 
males away, o An electric fence warned away any¬ 
one who came too dose. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.warn sb 'off; .warn sb 'off sb/sth; .warn sb 
'off doing Sth 1 to tell sb to leave or not to 
come near a place, often in a threatening way: 
The farmer warned us off his land when we tried 
to camp there. 2 to advise sb not to do sth or to 
stop doing sth: He was warned off smoking after 
his first heart attack, o She warned him off a car¬ 
eer in acting, o We were warned off renting the 
apartment. 

^v + n/pron + adv * v + n/pron + prep 

wash /wdJ; AmE wa:J, wo:j7 

.wash sb/sth a'way if water, a wave, etc. 
washes sb/sth away, it removes or carries 
them/it away to another place; A freak wave 
washed the two children away, o The bridge was 
washed away by the floods. 

+ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

.wash sth a'way to use water to remove a mark, 
dirt, etc. from sth: She tried to wash away some of 
the dirt and blood from the boy’s face, o (figura¬ 
tive) A hot bath soon washed my tiredness away. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.wash sth ‘down 1 (with sth) to clean sth by 
using a large quant ity of water: / washed the car 
down with a hose. 2 (with sth) to drink sth after, 
or at the same time as, eating food: We washed 
our lunch down with iced tea. o He had a huge 
plate of pasta washed down with several bottles of 
beer. 3 (of a river, a flood, etc.) to carry sth down¬ 
wards away from its original position: Tons of 
earth had hem washed down by the storm. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.wash off; .wash sth off; .wash sth off sth 
to be removed from the surface of sth or from a 
fabric by washing; to remove sth in this way: 
However hard you rub, an ink stain won’t wash 
off o Wash off the dirt with soap and warn: o 
Wash the mud off your boots before you go in. 

<§► v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v +n/pron + prep 

.wash out; .wash sth out; .wash sth out of 

Sth to be removed from a fabric, hair; etc. by 
washing; to remove sth in this way: The hair col¬ 
our isn’t permanent. It will wash out in a few 
weeks, o Take care to wash all the shamjyoo out of 
your halt: 

v+adv ♦ v +n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + r ♦ 
v +n/pron + prep 

► .washed 'out adj (of fabric, clothes or colours) 
no longer brightly coloured, often as a result of 


frequent washing; Washed-out jeans were very 
fashionable at that time. 

see also washed out at wash sb out; washed 

OUT at WASH STH OUT 

.wash sb 'out to make sb very tired: That long 
walk has washed me out. 

^ v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► .washed 'out adj (of a person) tired and pale: 
You took washed out—go and rest. 

-* see also washed out at wash out, wash sth 

OUT, WASH STH OUT OF STH; WASHED OUT at WASH 
STH OUT 

wash sb/sth out(to..), .wash sb/sth out of 

Sth (of water, a wave, etc.) to carry sb/sth away 
from their/its original position: If you'dfallen in 
you would have been washed out to sea. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv + prep 
.wash sth 'outl (with sth) to wash the inside of a 
container in order to remove dirt, etc: He care¬ 
fully washed the bottles out with disinfectant, 2 if 
rain washes out a sports game, an event, etc. it 
makes it end early or prevents it from starting: 
The game was washed out. 3 (AmE, formal) to 
end sth: Baltimore washed out the Indians’ six- 
game win streak with an &3 win. 

1,3 v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
2 v+adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
»• .washed 'out adj [only before noun] flooded; 
damaged by floods: Washed-out towns are appeal¬ 
ing for help. 

see also washed out at wash sb out; washed 

OUT at WASH OUT, WASH STH OUT, WASH STH OUT 
OF STH 

► Washout ft {infor aval) 1 an event that stops 
early or does not happen, because of rain: The 
game was a washout. 2 an event that is a com¬ 
plete failure: The party was a total washout. 

.wash ‘over sb 1 ( also ,wash through sb) to sud¬ 
denly affect sb very strongly: A wave of guilt 
washed over her, 2 (informal) to happen all 
around sb without affecting them: All their criti¬ 
cism seems to wash over him. 
v + prep 

.wash 'up (AmE) to wash your hands and face: I 
went to the men’s room to wash up. 

<§► v+adv 

.wash 'up; .wash sth 'up 1 (BrE) to wash dirty 
plates, glasses, etc. after a meal: It's your turn to 
wash up. o Don’t forget to wash up the glasses as 
well. 2 to be carried along in the water and then 
left on Land: to carry sth along and leave it in this 
way: A number of dead dolphins have washed up 
on the shore . o His body was washed up on the 
beach two days later 
^ v + adv * v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 

► .washed 'up adj (informal, especially AmE) to 
be no longer successful and unlikely to succeed 
again in the future: a washed-up cabaret singer 

► washing-up n [U] (BrE) 1 the act of washing 
dirty dishes, glasses, etc. after a meal: Don’t 
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forget to do the washing-up before you go out. o 
washing-up liquid 2 the dirty dishes, glasses, etc. 
that have to be washed after a meal: a sink full of 
washing-up 

waste /weist / 

.waste a way (of a person, part of the body, etc.) 
to grow thin or weak in an unhealthy way: He 
was clearly wasting away o The muscles in her 
arm had wasted away 
<*> v+adv 

Watch /wntj: AmE wcr.tj, woitj/ 

'watch for sb/sth 1 to look and wait for sth to 
happen or for sb to come: My parents were watch¬ 
ing for me coming off the plane, o Watch for the 
sign. 2 - WATCH OCT for sb/sth 1 There are sev¬ 
eral points to watch for. 

$ v + prep 

.watch 'out (spoken) used to warn sb about sth 
dangerous: Watch out, there's a car coming! o 
He 'll get in a terrible mess if he doesn’t watch out. 

7MB look out 

^ v+adv 

watch out for sb/sth 1 (also watch for 
sb/sth) to be quick to notice or be aware of 
sb/sth, especially sb/sth that might cause you 
trouble: The staff were asked to watch out for 
forged banknotes, o Watch out for their striker; he 
could cause us all sorts of problems. 2 to be ready 
to see sb/sth new or interesting: Watch out for a 
new feature in next month's magazine. 

7MB look out for sb/sth 
<S> v + adv+prep * v + prep 

.watch over sb/sth (formal) 1 to take care of 
sb/sth, by being near them; to protect or guard 
sb/sth: The child needed to be watched over 24 
hours a day. o He believed his mother was still 
watching over him. even though she had died 
when he was very young. 7MB protect sb/sth 
(moreformal) 2 to watch sb/sth carefully to make 
sure that everything is done or happens cor¬ 
rectly: There is a committee to watch over each 
different area of government policy 7MB super¬ 
vise sb/sth (morefonnal) 

GEuB Watch over sb/sth can be used in the pas¬ 
sive: / don’t like being watched over like a child. 
v + prep 

Water /’wo:t9(r); AmE also ’wad-/ 

.water sth 'down 1 to make a liquid weaker by 
adding water: The beer had been watered down. 
SB beer 7MB dilute sth (more formal) 2 to 
change sth such as a speech, a piece of writing, 
etc. to make it less strong and less likely to offend 
people: The criticisms had been watered down to 
avoid giving offence. MM proposal 7MB dilute 
%th (moreformal) 


BSD Water sth down is often used in the 
passive. 

<S> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

► .watered 'down adj 1 made weaker because 
water has been added: watered-down beer 2 
made less strong or critical in order not to offend 
people: watered-down language o It’s a watered- 
down version of the original proposal. 

wave/weiv/ 

.wave sth a 1 round (BrEalso .wave sth a bout) if 

you wave your arms, hands, etc. around in the 
air, you move them violently about, often in 
order to attract attention: She ran out into the 
yard, waving her arms about, o Stop waving that 
knife around! 

<♦> v + n/pron + adv 

.wave sth a slde/a way to not accept sth 
because you think it is not important or neces¬ 
sary: Their protests were waved aside, o He 
waved away my question without trying to 
answer it 

MM objection, protest 7MB brush sth aside; 
dismiss sth (moreformal) 

<$>v + n/pron + acfv ♦ v + adv + n 
.wave sb/sth "down to signal to sb/sth to stop, by 
waving your hand: We waited while Richard 
waved down a taxi, o The police had set up a 
roadblock and waved several drivers down. 

MM driver, taxi, vehicle 7MB flag sb/sth down 
v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.wave sb ‘off to wave goodbye to sb as they leave: 
7 waved the children off to school and went back 
inside . 

^■v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
.wave sb/sth 'on to signal to sb/sth to go for¬ 
wards, by waving your hand or arm: The police 
waved the traffic on. o We stopped, but the cab 
driver waved us on. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.wave sb/sth through; .wave sb/sth 
'through sth to signal to sb to continue for¬ 
wards through a gate or a barrier, by waving 
your hand or arm: The soldier gave us back our 
passports and waved us through. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 

wean/wim/ 

be 'weaned on sth to have learned about or 
experienced sth from an early age: l was weaned 
on a regular diet of Hollywoodfantasy. 
be + v + prep 

wean sb/yourself off/from sth to make 
sb/yourself gradually stop doing sth or using sth 
that is bad or harmful: The hospital managed to 
wean her off the drug, o The patch enables 
smokers to wean themselves off cigarettes very 


gradually, o It can be extremely difficult to wean 
children off junk food. 

& v + n/pron + prep 

Wear / wea(r); AmE wer / (pas/ wore 
/wo:(r)/wom/worn; AmE wn;rn/) 

.wear a'way ( written ) if time wears away, it 
passes very slowly: The afternoon was wearing 
away 

TBVff) pass by 
^ v + adv 

.wear a'way; .wear sth a'way to become, or to 
make sth become thinner, smoother, etc. by con¬ 
tinually using or rubbing it: The picture on the 
coin had worn away o The steps had been worn 
away by the feet of thousands of visitors. 

<t> v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ 
v + n + adv (rare) 

.wear a'way at sb/sth to slowly and gradually 
make sth thinner or smoother a drop of water 
wearing away at a stone o (figurative) Stress can 
wear away at your ability to think straight. 

[objI stone 7MB erode sth ( moreformal ) 

^ v + adv + prep 

.wear down; .wear sth down to become or to 
make sth become, gradually smaller, thinner, 
etc. by continuously using or rubbing it: The 
tyres had worn right down, o The path has been 
worn down in places to bare rock. 
v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
.wear sb/sth ’down to make sb/sth weaker or 
less determined, especially by continuously 
attacking or putting pressure on them/it over a 
period of time: Constantly being criticized was 
wearing her down, o to wear down sb’s patience! 
resistance 

7MB grind sb down 

v + adv + n * v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.wear sth ‘in ( BrE) to wear boots or shoes for a 
short period of time until they become comfort¬ 
able: These boots were so comfortable they didn't 
need to he worn in at all. 

IqbjI boots, shoes 7MB break sth In 
<$► v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.wear ’off if a feeling or an effect wears off, it 
gradually disappears: The effects of the medicine 
slowly wore off o Children love new toys, but the 
novelty soon wears off. 

& v + adv 

.wear ’on (written) when time wears on, it passes 
in a way that seems slow: As the evening wore on, 
she became more and more nervous. 

$ v + adv 

.wear 'out; .wear sth 'out to become, or to make 
sth become, thin or no longer able to be used, 
usually because it has been used too much: Our 


carpets always seem to wear out quickly, o I wore 
out two pairs of boots on the walking trip, o (fig¬ 
urative) Her patiencefinally wore out. 

4 ^ v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► .worn ‘out adj badly damaged and no longer 
useful because it has been used a lot: worn-out 
clothes/equipment 

see also worn out at wear sb/yourself out 
(with sth) 

wear sb/yourself 'out (with sth) to make 
sb/yourself extremely tired: It's no good wearing 
yourself out by working so late, o The kids have 
worn me out today. 

7MB tiro sb out; exhaust sb ( moreformal ) 
v + n/pron + adv 

* worn 'out adj [not usually before noun] 
extremely tired: I went to bed feeling worn out 
after the busy week, o You look worn out / o He 
died a worn-out man overcome by the injustices of 
life. 

see also worn out at wear out, wear sth out 

weary /'wiari^mtf'wiri/ (wearies, weary- 
Ing, wearied, wearied) 

weary of sb/sth; weary of doing sth (liter¬ 
ary) to lose your interest in or enthusiasm for 
sb/sth: As the day went on, we wearied of the tong 
journey. 

7MB tire of sb/sth, tire of doing sth (less 

formal) 

<§► v + prep 

weasel /‘wkzi/<-ii-, Amie-i-) 

.weasel out; .weasel ‘out of sth ( informal , 
disapproving, especially AmE) to avoid keeping a 
promise, doing your duty, etc: What I did was 
wrong and I should be. punished. I’m not going to 
try and weasel out. o He's trying to figure out a 
way to weasel out of the deal. 
v + adv ♦ v + adv + prep 

weed /wi:d/ 

.weed sb/sth 'out to remove or get rid of sb/sth 
that you do not want from a group of people or 
things: a plan intended to weed out poor teachers 
o Weak or sick animals were weeded out. 

<§► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 

weigh /wei / 

.weigh a gainst sb/sth (formal) to make sb less 
likely to achieve sth or to be successful: The fact 
that he’s had five jobs in two years will weigh 
against his application. 

7MB count against sb 

<!► v + prep 
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.weigh sth against sth to consider the import' 
ancf! or the advantages of sth compared to sth 
else: Potential benefits need to be weighed against 
the obvious risks. 

£MD set sth against sth 

<j> v+n/pron + prep 

.weigh sb 'down (with sth) to make sb feel anx¬ 
ious or depressed: The responsibilities of the job 
are weighing her down, o He was weighed down 
with grief 

CHS Weigh sb down is often used in the 
passive. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 
.weigh sb/sth 'down (with sth) to put a heavy 
weight on sb/sth so that it is difficult for them to 
move easily: We were weighed down with bags of 
shopping, o The snow was weighing down the 
branches of the fir trees. 
burden sb (with sth) 

GEE Weigh sb down is often used in the 
passive. 

v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv(mre) 
.weigh 'in 1 (at sth) to have your weight meas¬ 
ured, especially before a race, a competition, etc: 
Doth boxers weighed in at several pounds below 
their limit, o Baby Sam weighed in at 4 kilos. 2 
(with sth) (informal) to join in a discussion, an 
argument, etc. by saying sth important or doing 
sth to help: We all weighed in with helpful 
suggestions. 

<£► 1 v + adv 

2 v + adv * v + adv + speech 
► ,weigh-in n the occasion when the weight of a 
sports person such as a boxer is measured just 
before a fight, a race, etc: The champion arrived 
fhre minutes late for the weigh-in 

'weigh on sb/sth ( also weigh upon sb/sth more 
formal) to make sb feel worried or depressed; to 
be a difficult duty or task for sb/sth: The responsi¬ 
bilities are dearly weighing heavily on his 
shoulders, o The debt burden weighs heavily on 
the government 
M® burden sb/sth 
<*► v + prep 

.weigh sth 'out to measure a quantity of sth by 
weight: Weigh out all the ingredients before you 
start making the cake. 

v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 
.weigh sb 'up to form an opinion of sb by watch¬ 
ing them or talking to them: She stared at him, 
weighing him up. o The two women weighed each 
other up for a few moments, o He's certainly got 
Jeff weighed up. 

& v + adv+n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 
.weigh sth 'up (against sth) to think carefully 
about a situation before you decide what to do: J 
weighed up the pros and eons (= the advantages 
and disadvantages) of giving up my job. o We 
have to weigh up whether we can afford a trip to 


Italy this year: o ft's important to weigh up all 
possible courses of action. 

v+adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+ n + adv (rare) 
‘weigh upon sb/sth = weigh on sb/sth 

weight /we it/ 

.weight sth 'down (with sth) to add a weight to 
sth so that it feels very heavy, bends down, sinks, 
etc: The can oas sheet was weighted down to stop it 
blowing away, o My pockets were weighted down 
with lots of small coins . 

EES0 Weight sth down is often used in the 
passive. 

0 v+ adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v + n + adv (rare) 

welch /welt/, welj/ 

'welch on sb/sth = welsh on sb/sth 

weld /weld / 

.weld sb/sth into sth; weld sb/sth 
to'gether to unite sb/sth into an effective 
whole: The manager has welded the players into a 
strong team, o The crisis helped to weld the com¬ 
munity together. 

0 v + n/pron + prep ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
Well /wel/ 

.well 'up 1 if a liquid wells up, it rises to the sur¬ 
face and starts to flow: Tears welled up in his eyes, 
o Spots of blood began to well up on her skin. 2 
(in/tnside sb) if an emotion wells up, you start to 
feel it very strongly: She felt anger welling up 
inside her. 

<£► v + adv 

Welsh ,/welJ/ (also welch) 

welsh on sb/sth (informal, disapproving) to not 
do sth that you have promised to do, for example 
to not pay money that you owe a person: Tm not 
in the habit of welshing on deals, 'said Don. 
v + prep 

whale /wed/ 

'whale into/on sb (AmE, informal) to attack sb 
by hitting them again and again with great force: 
Jo really whaled on Steve and was surprised he 
was still standing afterwards, o 1 was so angry I 
simply whaled into him. o (figurative) She 
whaled into me for being late again. 

<*► v + prep 

wheel /will/ 

.wheel a round; .wheel sb/sth a round (BrE 
also .wheel 'round, .wheel sb/sth 'round) (liter- 
dty) to turn around very quickly to face the 
opposite direction; to make sb/sth do this: / 


wheeled around to scream at Miles, o He wheeled 
his horse around and started for home. 

SHE) spin around, spin sb/sth around 
+adv ♦ v +n/pron + adv 

.wheel sb/sth out (BrE, informal) to produce 
sb/sth and use them to help you do sth, even 
though they have often been used before: He 
wheels oat the same old arguments every time he 
makes a speech, o The company wheeled out some 
big guns (= very important people) to launch the 
new car. 

v+n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
while /wail/ 

.while sth a way if you while away a period of 
time, you spend it in a pleasant, lazy way: There 
were plenty of cafes in which to while away a 
pleasant evening, o We whiled away the time at 
the airport reading magazines. 

v + adv + n ♦ v+pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (rare) 

whip /wrp/(-pp-) 

whip sth out; .whip sth out of sth to take 
sth out quickly and suddenly: He whipped out his 
camera and started taking photos. 

<£> v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v+n/pron + adv+prep 

.whip ‘through sth (informal) to do sth very 
quickly: She whipped through the routine paper¬ 
work. 

<$► v + prep 

.whip sb/sth up to deliberately make sb feel 
strong emotions or get excited about or inter¬ 
ested in sth: The studio audience was whipped up 
into a frenzy. O They're trying to whip up support 
for their candidate. 

mi\ crowd, support, resistance HrE) stir sb/sth 
up: rouse sb/sth (moreformal) 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.whip sth up 1 to prepare a meal or some food 
very quickly: / con easily whip up an omelette. 
51W) put sth together; throw sth together 
(informal) 2 if the wind whips up dust, waves, 
etc. it makes it/them rise quickly: The wind 
whipped up the sand in gusts. SM3 wind 
<c> v + adv + n ♦ v + pron + adv ♦ v+n + adv (lessfre¬ 
quent) 

whisk /wisk; 

.whisk sb/sth a'way/'off to remove sb/sth from 
a place very quickly: The president was whisked 
away by his bodyguards, o The food was whisked 
away before we had finished. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

whittle /'Wltl/ 

.whittle sth a'way to gradually reduce the size, 
importance or value of sth: Inflation has been 


whittling away their savings, o Our lead (= in a 
sports competition, for example) was being grad 
ually whittled a way. 

<•> v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron + adv 
whittle sb/sth 'down to reduce the size or num¬ 
ber of sb/sth gradually: The govern merit's major¬ 
ity has been whittled down to eight. 

HIS) reduce sb/sth 
♦ v + adv + n ♦ v+n/pron+adv 

whlZZ (especially BrE) (AmE usually whiz) 

/WTZ/ 

.whizz through sth to do, read sth, etc. very 
quickly: She whizzed through the work and was 
finished before lunch. 
v + prep 

whoop /wu:p; AmE wop/ 

.whoop it 'up (informal) I 1 to enjoy yourself in a 
noisy and excited way: I’ve been working hard 
while you've been whooping it up in Berlin. 2 
(AmE) to try to make people excited or enthusi¬ 
astic about sb/sth 
2W> live it up 

rcraia Whoop it up cannot be used in the passive. 
<$► v + it + adv 

wig /wig/ 

,wig out; wig sb out (AmE, slang ) to become, 
or to make sb, very excited or very anxious about 
sth; to go, or to make sb, crazy, often as a result of 
the effect of drugs 
< 5 > v+adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

wimp /wmip/ 

.wimp 'out (on sb/sth) ( informal , disapproving) 
to decide not to do sth you had intended to do 
because you are too frightened; Did you wimp out 
on any of the tests? o Dave wimped out and 
refused to dive off the top board. 

75 YW) bottle out, bottle out of sth, bottle out of 
doing sth; chicken out, chicken out of sth, 
chicken out of doing sth 
<|) v + adv 

Will /wm< (winning, won, won /WAn/) 

win sb/sth back to get again by your own 
efforts sb/sth that you had before: I’m hoping to 
win back m.y place in the team soon, o Jack had 
tried everything to win Martha back, o You do 
have a chance to win your money back. 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n 
win ‘out (over sb/sth) ( informal ) if sth wins out, 
it is stronger or more successful than other 
things: It is not clear if the archaeologists will win 
out over the builders and save the temple. 

5HE> prevail (moreformal) 

<5> v + adv 
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.win sb 'over(B?’E also win sb 'round) (to sth) to 

gain sb's support or approval, especially by per¬ 
suading them that you are right: My dad's 
against the idea, but Vm sure I can win him over o 
Jenny s parents were soon won over by Anthony ’s 
easy charm. 

bring sb rourtd/around (to sth) 

^v+n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.win 'through to finally succeed after trying very 
hard: We are faced with a lot of problems but well 
win through in the end. o United won through to 
the final in an exciting game. 

<£► v + adv 

Wind /wamd / (wound, wound /waond/) 

.wind 'down 1 to relax, after a period of stress or 
excitement: it takes a while for me to wind down 
after ivork. WE> unwind 2 if a machine winds 
down, it goes slowly and then stops: The old clock 
had wound right down. 3 if a business winds 
down, it gradually reduces the amount of work 
it does until it doses completely: Next week the 
mill winds down for a summer break. 
v + adv 

.wind sth 'down 1 to bring a business or an 
activity gradually to an end over a period of 
time: The government is winding down its 
nuclear programme. IS business, programme 
H™> reduce sth EHE> expand sth 2 to make the 
window r of car open and go downwards by mov¬ 
ing a handle, pushing a button, etc: She wound 
down the driver’s window and called to him. MU 
car window Tsyh) open sth wind sth up 
& v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv+n 
wind up: .wind up doing sth ( informal) to 
find yourself after a long time in a particular 
place or situation: 1 always said she would wind 
up in jail o Bill wound up marrying the girl next 
door! o if he isn’t more careful, hell wind up 
dead. 

m») end up, end up doing sth; finish up, finish 
up doing sth 

EED3 In this meaning, wind up is nearly always 
used with either an adjective, a phrase begin¬ 
ning with a preposition, or doing sth. 

<(§► v + adv 

.wind 'up: .wind sth 'up 1 to bring sth such as a 
speech, a meeting or a discussion to an end: 
Before I wind up, I’d like to make one final point, o 
If we all agree, let’s wind up the discussion. 2 to 
make sth mechanical work by turning a handle 
several times: Does this clock have a battery or 
does it wind up? o This is a great little toy You 
just wind it up and off it goes! 

<§► v + adv * v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
► wind-up adj [only before noun] a wind-up 
mechanism is one that you operate by turning a 
handle several times: a wind-up clock/toy 


.wind sb 'Up ( BrE , informal) 1 to deliberately 
make sb very angry or annoyed: Are you deliber¬ 
ately winding me up? o Ignore them. They're just 
dying to wind you up. WE> annoy sb {more for¬ 
mal) 2: to tell sb sth that is not true in order to 
make a joke: Come off it, you’re winding me up! 
tease sb 

<|>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► ‘wind-up n {BrE, informal) sth that sb says or 
does in order to annoy sb or to make a joke: It 
sounded so crazy I thought it was a wind up. 

.wind sth 'up 1 to close a business, a company 
etc: The company was wound up last year. IqbjI 
business, company 2 to dose a car window, 
making it move upwards, by turning a handle, 
pressing a button, etc: I wound up the window 
and locked the door: g5J} car window wind 
sth down 

v + adv + n + v + n/pron + adv 

► winding- up n the act of officially closing a 
business, a company etc: a voluntary winding-up 
of the company o a winding-up order/petition 

WinJk/wnjk/ 

'Wink at sth to pretend that you have not noticed 
sth, especially sth bad or illegal: The authorities 
have chosen to wink at the illegal trade. 
v + prep 

winkle/‘wmki/ 

.winkle sb/sth out; .winkle sb/sth ’out of 

Sth (BrE) to get sb/sth out of somewhere slowly 
and with difficulty: The bird uses Us sharp beak 
to winkle insects out of tree, trunks , o The terror¬ 
ists have been winkled out of their hiding place, o 
Leila had been ivorking in the libra ryall the week, 
so we sent Tim to winkle her out. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v+adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

.winkle sth out; .winkle sth out off sb(J9/-#) 
to get sth such as information, money, etc. from 
sb with difficulty: She’s very good at winkling out 
secrets, o He wouldn’t tell you? Don ’t worry III 
wink left out of him. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + adv + prep 

wipe/waip/ 

.wipe sth a'way to remove sth, such as dirt or 
tears, with a cloth or your hand: Wipe away mud 
splashes with a wet doth, o He wiped away a tear: 
Jobj] tear 

<£► v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.wipe sth 'down to clean a surface with a cloth: 
III just wipe the table down before you put your 
books there. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.wipe sth 'off; .wipe sth 'off sth 1 to remove 
sth from a surface with a cloth: Wipe off any sur¬ 
plus glue with a rag before it dries, o Tom had 
carefully wiped his fingerprints off the glass. 2 to 
remove sth that has been recorded on a tape or a 
video tape: He wiped the conversation off the tape. 
3 to reduce the value of sth, especially shares: 
Over £5 billion was wiped off share values world¬ 
wide today. 

<§► v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
.wipe 'out (on sth) (informal, especially AmE , 

" sport) to fall or crash in a sport, especially to fall 
from a hoard (a surfboard) when you are riding 
the waves: / caught a huge wave but then wiped 
out on the next. 
v + adv 

► 'wipe-out n (informal, especially AmE , sport) a 
fall or a crash, especially a fall from a board (a 
surfboard) when you are riding on waves: I had 
so many bad wipe-outs while I was learning to 
surf 

.wipe sb 'out 1 (informal) to defeat sb easily in a 
sports competition: The Welsh side was wiped out 
24-3. 2 (informal, especially AmE) to make sb 
very tired: All that travelling wiped her out. 3 
(skmg) to murder sb 
0 v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► .wiped 'out adj [not before noun] {informal) 
very tired 

I .wipe Sb/Sth 'out to kill large numbers of people 
or animals: The whole village was wiped out by 
the flood. o Pollution has wiped out half the spe¬ 
cies of fish in the river. 

npna Wipe sb/sth out is often used in the 
passive. 

<$>v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.wipe sth 'out 1 to destroy sth completely: The 
disease has been virtually wiped out. o The gov¬ 
ernment is trying to wipeout drug trafficking. IDO) 
memory 2 to remove information from a com¬ 
puter, writing from a board, etc: The virus could 
wipe out your hard disk, o (figurative) III never 
be able to wipe out the memory of that day. ESI 
disease 3 to remove or deed with a debt com¬ 
pletely: He secured a loan to wipe out the club’s 
debts, o Their lead was wiped out (- destroyed) 
by four goals in ten minutes, o This year's losses 
have wiped out last year’s profits. fcMi profits, 
debts 

+ adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

.wipe 'up; .wipe sth 'Up (BrE, informal) to dry 
dishes with a cloth: You wash and I'll wipe up. 
Wtm dry up, dry sth up; dry, dry sth 
^ v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.wipe sth 'up to clean a substance, especially a 
liquid, from a surface with a doth: Keep a cloth 
handy to wipe up any mess. 

<*► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 


Wlr0 /"waia(r)/ 

.wire sb/sth 'up (to sth) to connect sb/sth to a 
piece of electrical equipment by using electrical 
wires: You will be wired up to a machine which 
will record your heart beat, o The police suggested 
I should be wired up ( to record the conversa¬ 
tion) before I met the dealer, o The band’s instru¬ 
ments were all wired up for sound, o The 
microphone hadn 1 been wired up properly. 

F7T?m Wire sb/sth up i s often used in the passive, 
^v + adv+n * v + n/pron + adv 

wise /waiz/ 

.wise 'Up (to sth) (informal, especially AmE) to 
understand sth better; to become aware of the 
unpleasant truth about a situation: Employees 
should wise up about how the industry works, o 
You need to wise up to the fact that he s never com¬ 
ing back, o Wise up! Tty and see her for what she 
really is, o You need to wise up to how serious this 
situation is. 

<$► v + adv 

wish /wij/ 

.wish sb/sth a way to try to get rid of sth by 
wishing it did notexist; to wish that sb was some¬ 
where else: These complications can’t just be 
wished away, you know . o Don’t wish your life 
away (= said to sb who spends a lot of time look¬ 
ing forward to sth that is going to happen in the 
future), 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

'wish sb/sth on sb (also Wish sb/sth upon sb 

more formal) (used in negative sentences, espe¬ 
cially with wouldn’t) to hope very much that sth 
unpleasant will happen to sb or that they will 
have to deal with sb unpleasant: / wouldn’t wish 
this pain on my worst enemy, o / wouldn’t wish 
my daughter on anyone at the moment — she’s 
very difficult! 

<§► v + n/pron + prep 

wither /'writer)/ 

.wither a way to become leas or weaker, espe¬ 
cially before disappearing completely: All our 
Hopes just withered away, o They predicted that 
the bad sc /200 is ivould wither a way. 
v + adv 

WOlf /wolf/ 

.wolf sth 'down (informal) to eat sth very 
quickly, especially in large quantities: He wolfed 
down his breakfast and rushed out of the house. 
Tfvw> gobble sth down/up 
iaan Wolf sth is also sometimes used with this 
meaning: wolfing tea and cakes 
<*> v + adv+n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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WO rid or /'WAnda(r)/ 

'wonder at sth to bo very surprised by sth: He 
wondered at her beauty, o She wondered at her 
own stupidity c It 's hardly to be wondered at 
that he behaves as he does, considering hisfamily 
background. 

Ml) marvel at sth 

EHB Wonder at sth can be used in the passive, 
^ v + prep 

WOrk/W3*; AmEvi^xYj 

-against *oul 

-around 343 -over 

- around lo ** round 

* al - round to 

-away -through 

-In -io- 

- Into - towards 

- oft - up- 

-on _ 344 -upto 

.work a gainst sb/sth if sth works against 

sb/sth, it has the effect of making it harder for sb 
to do or achieve sth: The engineer mg career struc¬ 
ture works against women . o The government’s 
new policy has worked against the interests of 
small farmers. 

^ v + prep 

.Work a’round sth (BrEalso .work 'round sth) 

to find a way of doing what you want to in spite of 
situations, rules, etc, that could prevent you 
doing if: If we can't get rid of the problem , we'll 
just have to work round it., o He urged the two 
sides to work around their disputes and reach an 
agreement, o My uncle couldn't read, but he’d 
found loays to work around it because he was too 
embarrassed to tell anyone. 
v + prep 

.work a round to Sth (BrEalso .work 'round to 
ath) to gradually turn a conversation towards a 
particular topic: Iwondered when he would work 
around to the subject of money 
4> v * odv ♦ prep 

'work at sth; work at doing sth to make great 
efforts to achieve sth or do sth well: She worked hard 
at her French and passed the exam, o You've got to 
work at losing weight, © You 'vegot to work at it. 

CEDI Work at &th/at doing sth can be used in 
the passive: Marriage has to be worked at. 

^ v + prep 

.work a 4 way (at sth) (often used in the progressive 
tenses) to continue to work hard for a period of 
time: I’ve been working away in the gym. trying to 
get fit o Ruth spends bouts in the library, work¬ 
ing away at Japanese , 

&v + adv 

.work sth in; work sth Into sth 1 to add one 

substance to another and mix them together: 
Work the butter in with your fingers, o Use plenty 


of polish and work it well into the wood. 2 to try to 
include sth in a piece of writing, a speech, etc: 
Try and work in something about your own 
experience, © He usually manages to work some 
thing topical into his act. 

<!► 1 v ♦ n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ 
v + n/pron + prep 
2 v ■+ adv ♦ n ♦ v + n/pron *adv ♦ 
v + n/pron * prep 

.work yourself Into sth to become very angry, 
excited, etc: She's working herself into a state 
about the exams, c He was working himself into a 
rage. 

-> see also work sb up. work yourself up 
^ v +■ pron * prep 

'work off sth (of a machine, a piece of electrical 
equipment, etc.) to use a supply of power or 
another machine in order to operate: The lighter 
works off the car battery. 

<$► v + pnep 

.work sth 'off 1 to get rid of sth by physical 
effort: He went for a run to work off some calories 
(~ the food that he had eaten), o By the time she 
had finished cleaning ; she had worked off her 
anger. 2 to earn money in order to pay off a debt: 
to work for the person you owe money to: They 
worked off their huge bank loan over five years. 3 
if you work off a punishment, etc,, you do what 
you have been told to do because you have done 
sth wrong or committed a crime: Grima has 
started to ivork off his eight match suspension. 

<£► v + adv ♦ n ♦ v+ n/pron. + adv 
\VOrk on Sb to try to persuade sb to agree to sth 
or to do sth: My father hasn V said he will lend me 
the car yet. but I’m working on him. 
v + prep 

'work on sth t to be busy with a particular active 
ity project, piece of research, etc: What are you 
working on at the moment? o The committee, 
worked on ways to raise money for the project, o 
Tara is currently working on a solo album. 2 to 
practise or work hard in order to improve sth: 
Your designs are great, but you need to work on 
them a bit more, o You need to work on your tech 
nique (= for example, in a sport), © Jack’s been 
working on building up his confidence, o 4 Have 
you sorted things out with your parents yet?’ 'No, 
but I'm working on It (= I'm trying hard to do 
this), * 3 to consider that sth is true when you are 
saying or doing sth, planning sth. etc: We are 
working on the assumption that everyone 
invited will come, o The police are working on the 
theory that she was attacked by somebody she 
knew. 

$ v + prep 

.work ’out 1 to happen or develop in a particular 
way, especially a successful' way: I’m glad my 
plan worked, out (= was successful)., o Their mar¬ 
riage didn’t work out (= was not successful), © It 
is all ivorking out very well oDoii’t worry now . 
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everything will work out all right in the end. 2 (at 
sth) if sth works out at sth, you calculate that it 
will be a particular amount: The rent works out 
at £50a toeek each, o It'll work out cheaper to go 
by bus , B&m Work out is often used with 
cheaper, more expensive , etc. in this meaning 3 
to train the body by physical exercise: I try and 
work out tioo or three times a week. 4 if a sum, a 
mathematical problem, etc. works out, it gives a 
result: The equation won’t work out if x is nega¬ 
tive. 
v+adv 

t 'workout n a period of physical exercise: I did 
a two-hour workout in the gym. 

.work sb 'out: (especially BrE > to understand sb’s 
character: Tve never been able to work my mother 
out. 

T5Vm) figure sb out 

liHW Work sb out cannot be used in the passive, 
v + n/pron + adv ♦ v * adv + n (rare) 

.work sth out 1 to calculate sth: You’ll have to 
work out the costs involved, o Can you work out 
the answer to number 2? © I worked out that we 
owe him £30. © Let me pay for now and well work 
itout later. SIS cost, answer H™) figure sth out 
2 to find the answer to a question or sth that is 
difficult to understand or explain: 7 couldn’t 
work out how Jack had got there: so quickly, o We 
worked out that we were second cousins, © Can 
you work out what’s going on?o The game was 
fairly simple once we’d worked out the rules. M5> 
figure sth out rcnm Work sth out is often used 
with' how , whore, why , etc. in this meaning. 3 to 
plan sth; to think of sth: I’ve worked out a better 
way of doing it. o The details still have to be 
worked out. IH2 details, plan, way 4 to organize 
sth or deal with problems in a satisfactory way: 
Ed and Jane seem to have worked things out 
between them. sort sth out 5 to continue to 

work at your job until the end of the period of 
time mentioned: They didn't make me ivork out 
my notice (= the period of time that is officially 
fixed before you can leave your job), © He didn’t 
wan t to work out the rest of his years in an office. 6 
to remove all the coal or metal from a m ice: Most 
qf the mines had been worked out. Hxn> exhaust 
sth 03Q Work sth out is often used in the pas¬ 
sive in this meaning. 

<!► v + n/pron+adv ♦ v ♦ adv + n 
.work itself out if a problem works itself out. 
it gradually stops being a problem without any¬ 
one having to do anything: Did you think every¬ 
thing would just work itse{f out? 

ME> sort ItsaH out 
^ V + pron + adv 

.work sb 'over to attack sb physically and injure 
them, either as a punishment or to get informa¬ 
tion from them: They sent the boys round to work 

him over. 

<$► v * n/pron ♦ adv ♦ v + adv + n 


.work 'round sth (BrE) = workaround sth 
.work round to sth (BrE) = work around to 
sth 

.work 'through to work without stopping for a 
particular period of time:: At harvest time we 
work through until it gets dark. 

Q v + adv 

work 'through; .work through sth 1 to start 
to have an effect somewhere: These pressures 
have worked through to the staff, o The full effects 
of the change will take lime to work through the 
system. 2 to move or pass through sth gradually 
until you reach a particular point:: 7 started at 
page one and slowly worked my way through to 
the end. © You shouldn’t try to work through the 
course too fast. © Allow time for the drug to work 
through your body: 

<£► v + adv ♦ v+ prop 

.work 'through Sth 1 to experience a problem, a 
difficult situation, etc,, and deal with it until you 
eventually find a solution: to work through 
gritfemoiions © Counselling is helping him work 
through this trauma, o Ihe situation was diffi 
cull for the family, but they were able to work 
through it and come out the other side- 2 (also 
work sth through less frequent) to think or talk 
about sth carefully until you can find a solution: 
If you are having problems in your relationship. 
take time to work through it with your partner. © 
Work the problem through together. 

1 v + prep 

2 v + prep «- v + n/pron ♦ adv (less frequent) 
'work to sth to follow a plan, etc: We’re working 

to a very tight schedule. © They have to work to a 
budget. 

$ v + prep 

work to'wards Sth (also .work toward sth 

especially AmE ) to try to reach or achieve a goal: 
She S working towards her PhD. © The two 
groups are working towards the same end. o Jo's 
working towards obtaining a Master s degree. 

<£► v ♦ prep 

.work sb 'up; .work yourself up (Into sth) to 

gradually make sb/yourself become very upset, 
angry or excited about sth: She had worked her 
self up into a rage, o He worked the crowd up into 
a frenzy. © You’ve worked yourself tip into a state 
again. Try and relax, 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v ♦ adv * n 
► .worked up (about sth) adj [not before noun] 
( informal) very excited, upset or angry about 
sth: What teas Ben so worked up about? © I can 1 
get at all worked up about cars(- 1 am not inter¬ 
ested in or excited by cars). © She gets terribly 
worked up(- nervous) about exams. 
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.work sth 'Up 1 to gradually develop or increase 
sth until you have enough: We jogged up the hilt 
to work up an appetite, o I can't work up much 
enthusiasm for this subject, o She soon worked up 
a sweat. 2 (into sth) to spend time and effort on a 
piece of work in order to improve or complete it: 
The idea needs a lot of working up. o You could 
work up thus idea into a story, o Some of the 
sketches were worked up into paintings. 

<§► v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
,work 'up to sth 1 to gradually prepare for and 
move towards sth that is more exciting or 
extreme: He started slowly and worked up to run¬ 
ning ten miles a day. o The tension works up to a 
climax towards the end of the film. 2 to prepare 
yourself to do sth difficult or unpleasant: / 
haven't told him yet hut I’m working up to it. TsW) 
build up (to sth) 

& v + adv + prep 

worm /ws:m; AmE ws:nn/ 

worm your way/yourself into sth (infor¬ 
mal, disapproving) to gradually make sb like or 
trust you, especially in order to gain an advan¬ 
tage for yourself: Somehow he managed to worm 
his way into her confidence. 

S confidence, affections, heart 
^ v + n/pron + prep 

.worm sth 'out of sb (informal) to manage to 
obtain information from sb, often by asking 
them questions in a clever way For a long period 
of time: It took me days to worm, the truth out of 
my daughter. 

n/pron + adv + prep 

worry/ wAri; AmE'wawV (worries, worrying, 
worried, worried) 

'worry at sth (often used in the progressive tenses) 
1 if an animal such as a dog worries at sth, it 
holds it in its teeth and shakes it about: a dog 
worrying at a bone o (figurative) She worried at 
the knot in the string (= with her fingers). 2 to 
think or talk a lot about a problem and try to find 
a solution: He lay awake all night , worrying at 
the problem. 
v + prep 

wrap/rap/(-PP-) 

wrap sth a round sb/sth (BrE also wrap sth 
'round sb/sth) to put sth firmly around sth/sb: He 
wrapped his arms tightly around my waist, o A 
long scarf ims wrapped round her neck. 
v + n/pron + prep 

.wrap 'up; .wrap it 'up (slang) used to tell sb 
rudely to stop talking and be quiet; Oh wrap up 
and let somebody else .soy something! 

<f>v + adv ♦ v + it + adv 


.wrap ’up (in sth), .wrap sb up (in sth), .wrap 
yourself 'up (in sth) to put warm clothes, etc, 
on yourself/sb: Wrap up warm ■— it's really cold 
outside, o I wrapped the twins up before letting 
them go out, o We were all well wrapped up 
against the weather o I wrapped myself up 
against, the cold. 

bundle up, bundle sb up (in sth) 

<S>v + adv * v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
.wrap Sth 'up 1 (In sth) to cover sth in a layer of 
paper or other material, either to protect it or 
because you are giving it to sb as a present: I 
wrapped the vase up in tissue paper, o It took all 
the evening to wrap up the kids' Christmas pres¬ 
ents. o (figurative) There's a simple explanation 
wrapped up in all those long words, do sth 
up (In sth) IUSU3 Wrap sth is often used with this 
meaning. 2 to complete sth in a satisfactory way: 
The discussion s should be wrapped up by Fr iday 
o Well, I think that just about wraps it up for 
today. 

<e>v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'wrap-up n {especially AmE) 1 a short sum¬ 
mary of what has gone before, especially at the 
end of a news broadcast: And to close, here is a 
wrap-up of today’s developments. 2 the final 
actions that complete sth: the wrap-up qf the 
campaign 

be .wrapped 'up In sb/sth to be so involved in 
a person or an activity that you do not notice 
other people or what is happening around you: 
He was so wrapped up in his book that he didn’t 
notice me leaving, o Julia is completely wrapped 
up in her children. 

<§► be + v + adv + prep 

wrench /rentj/ 

.wrench sth off; .wrench sth off sth to 

remove sth from sth by force with a strong twist¬ 
ing movement: The tug of the rope nearly 
ivreached my arm off', o He wrenched the picture 
off the wall and threw it to the ground. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 

wrest /rest/ 

'wrest sth from sb/sth < formal) 1 to take sth 
such as power or control from sb/sth with great 
effort: The rebels tried to wrest, control of the town 
from government forces. 2 to take sth from sb that 
they do not want to give, suddenly or violently: 
The officer managed to wrest the gun from his 
grasp. 

^ v + n/pron + prep 

wrestle /'re si/ 

'wrestle with sth to struggle to deal with sth dif¬ 
ficult: Farmers are wrestling with the problem of 
the wet weather, o He silent several more weeks 


wrestling with his conscience and then finally 
decided to resign, o He wrestled with the reins as 
the horse galloped towards the cliff edge . 

JsYjjJ) grapple with sth 
^v+adv + prep 

wriggle, rigi/ 

.wriggle 'out of sth: .wriggle 'out of doing 

Sth (informal) to avoid doing sth unpleasant or 
sth that you do not want to do by making clever 
excuses: to wriggle out of your responsibilities o 
I’ve got an appointment I can’t, wriggle out of o 
Don’t let Tom wriggle out of helping you. 

^ v +adv + prep 

wring imi (wrung, wrung /i’atj/) 

'wring sth from sb - wring sth out of/from sb 
.wring sth 'out to remove water or other liquid 
from a doth, etc. by twisting it tightly and 
squeezing it: Rinse the cloth and wring it out well, 
o My clothes got so wet I could wring the water 
out! 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
'wring sth out of/from sb to obtain sth from sb 
with difficulty, especially by putting pressure on 
them: She eventually wrung an apology out of 
him. o A few concessions were wrung from the 
government. 

<£► v + n/pron + prep 

Wlite /rait/ (wrote /root/written /'ritn/) 

.write a’way (to sb) (for sth) write off/aw ay I 
wrote away to the company for a free sample, 
.write 'back (to sb) to write in reply to sb’s letter: 
I wrote and apologized, but he never wrote back, o 
The school wrote back to me saying that all the. 
courses were full, 

<§► v + adv 

.write sth 'down (in/on sth) 1 to write sth on 
paper so that you do not, forget it: I wrote her 
address down in my notebook, o There is a hand¬ 
out so you needn’t write all this down. take 
sth down 2 (business) to reduce the value of 
what a company owns when stating it in the com¬ 
pany’s accounts: All stock over six months old 
was written down to 50%. 

v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n 
► write-down n (business) a reduction in the 
value of what a company owns. etc. 

.write 'in (to sb/sth) to write a letter to an organ¬ 
ization to state an opinion or to ask a question: 
Write in to the programme and tell us your own 
opinion on this, o 500 viewers wrote in to com¬ 
plain about the advertisement. 

^ v + adv 

.write sb/sth 'in (AmE) to add an extra name to a 
list of candidates in an election so that you can 
vote for them: She wrote Carrasco in on the ballot 


paper, o Workers were handing out sample bal¬ 
lots with their candidate's name written in. 

0v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'write-in adj (AmE) a vote for sb who is not an 
official candidate in an election, in which you 
write their name on your voting paper: He quali¬ 
fied- as a write-in in 15 states, o a write-in candi- 
dateivote 

.write sb/sth 'in; .write sb/sth into sth to 

add a character or a scene to a play, a film/movie, 
a regular series, etc: Why did you write the plane 
crash in?oU was the first time a disabled child 
had been written into a TV soap, o He wrote him¬ 
self into the history books by becoming the first 
player to win the championship five times. 
yppp) write sb/sth out, write sb/sth out of sth 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.write sth 'in: .write sth 'into sth to include 
sth such as a special rule or a condition in a docu¬ 
ment, a contract, an agreement, etc: A yearly visit 
to both families was m itten into their marriage 
contract 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n * v + n/pron + prep 
.write 'off/a'way (to sb) (for sth) to write to an 
organization or a company; asking them to send 
you sth: She wrote off to an agency for advice. 

W send off (for sth), send away (for sth) 

v + adv 

.write sb/sth 'off (as sth) to consider that sb/sth 
is a failure or not important: Don’t write John off 
too soon — he may surprise you! o I wrote off my 
symptoms as tiredness. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
* 'write-off n |sing.] (informal) a failure; a time 
when you do not achieve anything: Today has 
been a write-off as far as work is concerned. 

*4 see also write-off at write sth off 
.write sth 'off 1 (business) to cancel a debt; to rec¬ 
ognize that sth is a failure, has no value, etc: All 
outstanding Third World debts should now be 
written off 2 (BrE) to damage a vehicle so badly 
that it is not worth spending money to repair it: 
That’s the third car he's written off this year. 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
► 'write-off n 1 (business) an act of cancelling a 
debt and accepting that it will never be paid: a 
£4,9 billion debt write-off 2 (BrE, informal) a 
vehicle that is so badly damaged that it is not 
considered worth repairing: They escaped with 
minor injuries but the van was a write-off, 

-4 see a Iso write- o f f at write sb/sth off (as sth) 
.write sb/sth 'out; .write sb/sth out of sth 
to remove a character, a scene, etc. from a play, a 
film/movie, a regular series, etc: He got horedand 
asked to be written out of the series . o The censor 
demanded that the scene be written out. 

Tqpp> write sb/sth in, write sb/sth into sth 
^ v + n/pron + adv * v + adv + n * 

v + n/pron + adv + prep 
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.write Sth 'out to write sth on paper clearly 
including all the details: Use symbols and abbre¬ 
viations instead of writing things out in full o I 
wrote out the poem in my best bandwriting- o 1 
watched him write out a cheque for five thousand 
pounds for her 

EEUi In informal spoken language write sb out 
sth is also used: He wrote her out a cheque, 

0 v + adv + n * v + n/pron + adv 
.write sb 'up (AmE) to report sb in writing 
because they have done sth illegal: He wrote me 
up for illegal parking: 

^ v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 
.write sth ’up 1 to write sth in a complete and 
final form, especially from notes that you have 
made: She writes her lecture notes up every night 
before gomg out , [qqj] notes, research, experi¬ 
ment 2 to write a review of a play a concert, a 
book, etc. for a newspaper or magazine: She 
wrote the movie up in glowing terms . 

4* v + n/pran + adv * v+adv + n 
► write-up n a review' of a concert. a play a book, 
etc. in a newspaper or magazine: The concert got 
a good write-up in all the papers. 


Yy_______. 

yank/jsqk/ 

'yank at sth to pull at sth hard and quickly: 
Someone yanked at my hair. 

^ v + prep 

.yank sth 'off; .yank sth 'off sth to remove sth 
by pulling it quickly and hard: He yanked off his 
shoes . o She yanked the lid off the tin. 

0 v+adv + n * v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron + prep 
.yank sb/sth out; .yank sb/sth 'out of sth 
{informal) to remove sb/sth from somewhere by 
pulling hard and quickly: He was yanked out of 
the house and bundled into a car. 

v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + n/pron+adv + prep 

yearn /j3:n; AmEfamf 

'yearn for sb/sth (literary) to want sb/sth very 
much, especially when this is difficult to get: 
Mira yearned for a chi Id. 

Wrny long for sb/sth 
v + prep 

yell/jei/ 

.yell 'out; .yell sth 'out to suddenly shout sth in 
a loud voice: She uxts yelling out in terror, o He 
yelled out the names of the winners. 

^ v + adv ♦ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv ♦ 
v + adv + speech 

yield 

'yield to Sth (format) to be replaced by sth: 
Barges yielded to road vehicles for transporting 
goods. 
v + prep 

‘yield sth up (formal) 1 to allow sb else to take 
sth that you own and feel is very important for 
you: He swore he would never yield up the castle to 
the English. 2 to reveal sth that has been hidden: 
A thorough search of the site yielded up only a few 
ancient coins. 

^ v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
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Zero /‘ziorao; AmE 'zirou. 'zl: / (zeroes, zero¬ 
ing, zeroed, zeroed) 

,2ero ‘in on sb/sth t to aim weapons at sb/sth: 
They zeroed in on the target, o (figurative) Clare 
zeroed in on Craig (= went to talk to him) as soon 
as he entered the room. 2 to fix all your attention 
on sb/sth: Wasting no time she zeroed in on the 
main topic. 
v+adv + prep 

zip /zip/ (-PP-) 

t zip 'through sth to do, read, etc. sth very' 
quickly: Could you zip through my report and 
check it’s OK? 
v + prep 

.zip ’up; ,zfp sb/sth 'up to be fastened with a 
zip/zipper (= a device consisting of two rows of 
metal or plastic teeth that you can pull together 
or pull apart): to fasten sth with a zip/zipper: The 
skirt zips up at the side . o Will you zip me up (= 
my dress), please? o / can’t zip my jacket up! 
4&v+ adv + v + n/pron + adv ♦ v + adv + n 

► zip-up adj [only before noun] fastened with a 
zip/zipper: a zipup jacket 

ZOne /zaun; AmE zoun / 

zone sth ‘off (for sth) to keep an area of land to 
be used for a particular purpose: The city centre 
has been zoned off for pedestrians. 

0 v + adv + n ♦ v + n/pron + adv 
.zone 'out (AmE, slang ) to stop thinking or 
noticing what is going on around you: Relax your 
muscles, take a deep breath, and zone out for a 
while. 

USD space out, space $b out (slang) 

<§► v + adv 

► zone-out n a time when you stop thinking or 
noticing what is going on around you 

► .zoned ’out adj (AmE, informal) unable to 
think or to notice what is going on around you 
because of the effects of drugs or alcohol 

zonk /ZDQk/ 

.zonk 'out; zonk sb 'out (slang, especially 
AmE) to fail asleep, become unconscious or 
unable to think, either because you are very 
tired or because of the effects of drugs or 
alcohol; to make sb do this: He zonked out after 
the big exam., o I usually zonk out about 11 p.m. 
v + adv ♦ v + n/pron + adv 

► .zonked 'out adj (slang, especially AmE) sleep¬ 
ing. unconscious, or unable to think, especially 
from the effects of drugs or alcohol: I feel totally 
zonked out after the day’s work. 


zoom iz u :m/ 

.zoom 'in/'out (on sb/sth) if a camera zooms 
in/out, it shows the object that is being photo¬ 
graphed from closer/further away, by using a 
special lens (a zoom lerts): The camera zoomed in 
on her beautiful eyes. 

*§!► v + adv 

.zoom Off (informal) to hurry away: He jumped 
into his car and zoomed off 
<§► v + adv 


Introduction 

This Guide deals with the main categories of meaning of the particles that occur most 
frequently in the verbs in this dictionary. Knowing something about the different 
meanings of particles can help you learn and understand how phrasal verbs or 
combinations of verbs and particles are formed and help you understand new ones 
when you meet them. 

When you look at verbs used with a particular particle, you can see that one particle 
can have several different meanings. The most obvious starting point is the basic or 
literal meaning of the particle since this often combines with verbs to produce a 
meaning that you can easily recognize. For example, the basic meaning of the particle 
down involves movement from a higher position to a lower position. It can be used 
in combination with a verb as a preposition: 'He climbed down the mountain:, or as 
an adverb: 'What are you doing up there? Come down at once f Put the book down 
there This meaning of down can help you to understand its more figurative use in 
other verbs. For example, down can also be used to express the related ideas of 
making something lower, or reducing something, (for example Turn down that radio), 
keeping something low (to keep down the rate of inflation), or removing somebody or 
something from a powerful position (for example, to bring down the government.) 

What this also shows is that there is a system to the way phrasal verbs are formed. In 
other words, the combination of particles and verbs is to a large extent systematic and 
not totally random. It also explains how new phrasal verbs come to be created and can 
be easily understood by everybody. For example, the phrasal verb to rule something in, 
meaning to include something, is a relatively new expression which you might hear. It 
was created in contrast to the phrasal verb to rule something out, meaning to exclude 
something. Both these phrasal verbs are related to the meaning of their particles, out 
suggesting excluding and in suggesting including. (You can find more about new 
verbs on page S20 - 21.) 

As this last example shows, particles which have opposite meanings, such as up and 
down , in and out, on and off, can form phrasal verbs which have opposite 
meanings as well. For example, the opposite of to turn on is to turn off . Flowever, there 
are exceptions. The opposite of to put on your clothes is to take off your clothes. The 
particles on and off are opposite in meaning, but combine with different verbs to 
produce phrasal verbs with opposite meanings. 

The meanings of particles that you will find in this Guide are only the main meanings, 
usually figurative, that occur in groups of verbs. After the explanation of the meaning, 
some verbs belonging to the group are given, first the ones that appear in the 
examples, and then a few other important verbs, arranged in alphabetical order. The 
examples that have been chosen to illustrate each meaning show you the most 
frequent contexts. You will find that sometimes one phrasal verb appears in more than 
one category, for example, build up in ‘Increasing* and ‘Creating and construe ting*, 
reflecting two different senses of the verb. For more information on how each verb in 
the lists is used, you should look the verb up in the dictionary. 




ABOUT 


About is used in approximately 120 verbs 
(2%) in this dictionary, as an adverb and a 
preposition. It is often used to show the 
connection between the verb and its object, 
for example talk about something, worry 
about something, in some of the verbs, the 
particles around and, especially in British 
English, round can be used instead of 
about without changing the meaning. The 
most common categories of meaning are: 

Moving in different directions 

About can be used to indicate that you are 
moving here and there or making rough or 
violent movements. The verb shows what 
kind of movement it is. Example verbs are: 

run about crash about throw about 

1 The kids love running about in the park. 

2 I can hear someone crashing about 
upstairs. 

3 She got very angry and started throwing 
things about the room. 

Around and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
about to a variety of other verbs to make a 
similar meaning: for example, jump about, 
scatter about. 

Doing nothing 

About is used with many verbs that suggest 
you are spending your time in a lazy way. 
Other verbs refer to a silly way of behaving. 

hong about wander about mess about 

1 Groups of youths were hanging about the 
shopping centre with nothing to do. 


2 We spent the afternoon mooching about 
the town and looking in shop windows. 

3 Stop messing about and start doing your 
homework. 

Around and round can usually be used 
with the same meaning. You can also add 
about to a variety of other verbs to make a 
similar meaning: for exa m pie, faff about, 
muck about , potter about. 

Making something happen 

About is used with some verbs to indicate 
something happening or somebody making 
something happen. Example verbs are: 

come about bring about set about 
go about see about 

1 More and more people are deciding to 
retire early. How has this come about? 

2 What do you think has brought about 
this change in public oprnion? 

3 In the afternoon he set about cleaning 
the kitchen. 

Surrounding and enclosing 

About can be used with some verbs to give 
the idea of something going around 
something and surrounding or enclosing it. 

throw about hedge about 

1 She threw her arms about me and 
hugged me tightly. 

2 Employrnent is hedged about with more 
and more laws. 

Around and round are more common with 
this meaning. 



Around is used in approximately 280 verbs 
(5%) in this dictionary, as an adverb and a 
preposition. Its basic meaning is of 
movement in a circle or curve to face in the 
opposite direction or to arrive at the other 
side of something, for example, spin around, 
turn around, go around. Round is often 
used instead of around, especially in British 
English. About is also sometimes used. In 
verb plus particle combinations, the most 
common categories of meaning are: 

Moving in different directions 

Around is used with some verbs to indicate 
movement in different directions or to 


many different places. Example verbs are: 

run around bustle around shop around 

t The playground was full of children 
running around and shouting. 

2 He was bustling busily around the room 
humming a song. 

3 You have to shop around if you want to 
find the best products at the lowest prices. 

Round and about can be used in these 
verbs except shop around. Around can be 
used with many other verbs with a similar 
meaning: blunder around, dance around, 
rush around, crash around , etc. 


m 


Doing nothing 

Around can be used in verbs that suggest 
that you are spending your time in a lazy 
way. Other verbs refer to a silly way of 
behaving. Example verbs are: 

Hang around fool around mess around 

1 They spend their time hanging around 
the streets, 

2 You can't take her seriously because she 
is always fooling around. 

3 Stop messing around and find something 
useful to do. 

About can also be used with these verbs, 

Surrounding and enclosing 

Around can be used with some verbs to 
suggest surrounding someone or something. 

crowd around throw around cluster around 

1 People crowded around the entrance 
waiting for her to come out. 

2 She rushed up to him and threw her 
arms around his neck. 


Round can also be used with these verbs. 

Being centred on something 

Around is used as a preposition with some 
verbs to suggest the idea of something 
having a particular idea, object, etc. as its 
centre or focus. Example verbs are: 

centre around revolve around pivot around 

1 Her whole life is centred around her 
research. 

2 Their social life revolves around going to 
parties. 

Avoiding 

Around with verbs can be used to indicate 
that you are avoiding something. 

skirt around get around skate around 
work around 

1 He skirted around the issues without 
discussing any of them in depth. 

2 Well have to find a way of getting around 
the problem. 


AT 


At is a preposition used in 87 verbs (114%) 
in this dictionary. It is a common word in 
English and is often used to show where 
something or somebody is in space or 
time. It has two main meanings in verb 
and particle combinations: 

Aiming and directing 

At is used with many verbs to give the idea 
of aiming or directing something at 
someone or something. Example verbs are: 

laugh at look at stare at talk at 
aim at nag at wonder at 

1 I felt everybody was laughing at me so I 
left the room. 

2 When l entered the room she was 
looking at the painting. 

3 She stared at me in amazement when I 


told her the news. 

4 He talked at us rather than involve us in 
what he was saying. 

Attacking, striking and holding 

At can be used with verbs to give the idea 

of trying to attack, hit or hold someone or 

something. Example verbs are: 

strike of fly at grab at get at 

1 He struck at me several times with a 
knife but missed. 

2 She lost her temper and flew at them, 
punching and kicking. 

3 She grabbed at rnv coat and pulled me 
back from the edge of the cliff. 

4 My parents are always getting at me 
(- criticizing me) for not finishing my 
college course. 


Y 


Away is used in 210 verbs (3%) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb. The basic meaning 
of away indicates movement to a different 
place and it can be used with most verbs of 


movement, for example, go away , run 
away , hurry away, drive away . Off can be 
used instead of away with a similar 
meaning. Away often combines with 


another particle, particularly from, for 
example run away from t walk away from, do 
away with. The most common uses of the 
particle with verbs are as follows: 

Avoiding and not doing something 

Away is used with some verbs to show that 
somebody is avoiding a person, a place or a 
situation or is stopping being involved in 
something. Example verbs are: 

keep away look away back away 

walk away from shrink away stay away 

1 Keep away from the edge of the cliff - 
you might fall. 

2 I looked at her but she looked away. 

3 He moved towards her and she backed 
away in alarm. 

4 You can't just walk away from every 
difficult situation. 

Separating 

Away is used with some verbs giving the 
meaning of becoming separated from 
something or from a group of people or of 
making this happen. 

come away break away call away 
peel away sheer away strip away 

1 The handle of the bag came away in my 
hand. 

2 They broke away from the rest of the 
group and started to explore the area on 
their own. 

3 The doctor was called away from the 
meeting to attend to a patient. 

Removing 

Away is used with some verbs to give the 
idea of removing something from a 
particular place because you no longer 
want or need it, or of destroying something. 

throw oway frighten away do away with 
blast away drive away give away 

1 This is all rubbish. Please throw it away . 

2 He is so rude and aggressive that he 
frightens customers away. 


3 We need to do away with old and 
outdated laws. 

Disappearing 

Away is used with some verbs to give the 
idea of something disappearing gradually. 

die away fade away waste away 
wear away pass away pine away 

1 The shouts and cheers gradually died 
away as the President stood up to speak. 

2 The excitement of the day began to fade 
away as night fell. 

3 The a n i maI was wasting away th rough 
illness and lack of food. 

4 The rock had been worn away by the 
action of the sea. 

5 She passed away (= died) peacefully in 
her sleep. 

Storing and hiding 

Away can be used with some verbs to 
convey the idea of putting something in a 
place either to keep it safe or to stop 
people finding it. Example verbs are: 

pul away file away tidy away 

hide away clear away lack away 

1 Put away your books - you won't need 
them for the rest of the lesson. 

2 All the records relating to the case have 
been filed away. 

3 Can you tidy away everything on the floor, 

4 The letter was hidden away where no 
one would find it. 

Working hard or continuously 

Away can be used to indicate that you are 
doing something, especially working hard 
or doing something difficult or boring, for a 
long period of time. Example verbs are: 

slog crway work away slave away 
bang away beaver away plod away 

1 I’ve been slogging away at this for days 
and I still haven’t finished. 

2 He spent hours working away at the 
problem. 

3 She has been bloving away at the report 
all day. 


BACK 


Back is an adverb and is used in 175 verbs 
(3%) in this dictionary. The basic meaning of 
this particle is returning to the place where 


you were before or to an earlier time. Many 
verbs of movement use back with this 
meaning, for example walk back , drive back. 


The other most common uses are: 

Returning something 

Back can be used to convey the idea of 
giving or taking something back to the 
place it came from. It can also mean 
reacting or replying to someone in a similar 
way to the way they have acted or spoken. 

take back give back write back 

call/ring back fight back 

1 I, took the clock back to the shop because 
it broke after a few days. 

2 Have you given back all the money you 
borrowed from him? 

3 You must write back and thank her for 
her letter. 

Maving backwards; being behind or 
at a distance 

Back can be used with verbs to give the 
idea of moving away from the front or edge 
of something or of being at a distance from 
something. Example verbs are: 

fall back stand back keep back 

putt back push back 

1 The British runner tried to catch up, but 
fell back and finished fifth. 

2 Please stand back and let the people get 
off the train. 

3 Keep backl The bomb may explode at 
any moment. 

Nat making progress 

Back in some combinations suggests being 
kept or held in a position without making 
any progress. Example verbs are: 

hold back set back keep back 

1 I feel I'm being held back in class. I want 
to move faster. 

2 The fire at the office set the project back 
several months. 

Repeating 

Back can be used in verbs that express the 
idea of doing something again. 


ploy back go back over 

read back call/phone back 

1 Can you play back the recording once 
more? I missed part of it. 

2 I think we need to go back over it so that 
all the details are clear in our minds. 

3 Can you read that back to me? I want to 
be sure that you wrote it down correctly. 

Regaining 

Back in combinations can be used with the 
idea of getting again something that was 
lost or of recovering from something. 

win bock get back bounce back claw back 
ease back grow back soap back 

1 We were very lucky. We won back all the 
money we had lost. 

2 I don’t think l will evergef back all those 
books I lent him. 

3 She's feeling a bit down at the moment, 
but she’ll soon bounce back. 

Being under control 

Back in combinations often means reducing 
something or keeping something such as an 
emotion under control. Example verbs are: 

cut back on force back choke back 
bite back hold back 

t You need to cut hack on the number of 
cigarettes you smoke. 

2 He tried to force back the urge to punch 
him on the nose. 

3 She choked back the tears as she told us 
what had happened. 

Looking at the past 
Back can be used to talk about the past, 
date back go back take back 

took back think back 

1 This castle dates tmek to the 12th century. 

2 John and I are great friends. We go back 
a long way. 

3 This music takes me back to the years I 
lived in Paris, 


DOWN 


Down is used in about 310 verbs (7%) in this 
dictionary, mainly as an adverb. It often has 
meanings that are the opposite of up. I he 
literal meaning is movement in a downwards 
direction, moving from a higher to a lower 


position, for example, climb down, bend 
down , fall down. Many combinations of a 
verb and down refer to somebody putting 
something on a surface, for example, bang 
down , lay down. It is also used to express 
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figurative ideas related to downward 
movement, such as decreasing, being reduced 
or failing. As an adverb it combines with some 
prepositions to make three-word verbs such as 
get down to, took down on , come down with. 
The most common uses of down are: 

Falling and destroying 

This use of the particle is most closely 
connected to the literal meaning of down, 
and suggests something or somebody falling 
to the ground and being destroyed or 
suffering damage. Examples of verbs are; 

pull down bum down tear down 

knock down run down beat down 

1 The builders were in the process of 
pulling down a wall. 

2 The whole forest was burnt down. 

3 The protesters tore down the barriers. 

4 He was knocked down/run down by 
a car 

Reducing 

Down is used in many verbs that express 
the idea of something decreasing in 
amount, strength, speed, cost, importance, 
etc., or of somebody making something do 
this. Examples of verbs are: 
turn down bring down calm dawn come down 
play down cut down die down narrow down 
put down run down slow down wear down 

1 Can you turn the music down , please? 

It's deafening. 

2 We have to bring down our costs in order 
to remain competitive. 

3 Please calm down ~ there's no need to 
get so excited about it. 

4 Fortunately his temperature is starting to 
come down. 

5 The government are trying to play down 
the importance of the meeting. 

Suppressing 

Down can be used with verbs to express 
the idea of keeping somebody or 
something under control or ending 
something, often using authority or force. 
Examples of verbs are; 

keep down damp down come down on 
break down crack down pin down 

1 the government i$ trying to keep down 
wage demands. 

2 The police are going to damp down on 
motorists who break the speed limit. 


3 The teacher said he would come down 
hard on anyone he caught cheating. 

Defeating 

Down can be used to express the idea of 
defeating someone or something or being 
defeated in an argument, a competition, 
etc. 

bring down put down vote down 

back down shout down stare down 

1 The aim of the rebels is to bring down the 
government. 

2 The rebellion was quickly put down by 
troops loyal to the president. 

3 Her proposal for stricter safety measures 
was voted down. 

4 The government backed down over the 
idea of increasing taxes. 

Failing 

Down can be used to express the idea of 
something stopping, failing or not working 
properly. Examples of verbs are; 

breok down close down turn down 

let down wind down 

1 The car broke down on the way to the coast. 

2 The company was making huge losses 
and in the end was forced to close down. 

3 She applied for the job but was turned down. 

4 My PC has never let me down. 

Fixing 

Down can be used with the idea of fixing 
something firmly to something else. Example 
verbs are: 

tie down nail down strap down 

batten down screw down slick down 

1 Make sure you tie everything down so 
that the wind doesn’t blow it away. 

2 This floorboard needs nailing down before 
it causes an accident. 

3 Everything on the boat was strapped down 
so it wouldn't be lost in a storm. 

Recording in writing 

Down is used with verbs meaning writing or 
copying to give the idea of recording 
something in writing. Examples of verbs are; 

write down get down note down 
jot down copy down put down 
set down 

1 Could you write it down for me, please? 

2 He was speaking too fast for me to get it 
down on paper. 
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3 I'll note/jot down the things we have to do 
before Sunday. 


keep down stay down 
wolf down 


wash down 


tafting 

Down is used with some verbs to describe 
ways of eating or drinking. Example verbs are; 

gulp down gobble down bolt down 


1 She was in such a hurry she had to gulp 
down her coffee, 

2 ‘This is delicious,’ he said as he gobbled 
down another piece of cake. 



For Is a preposition, used in about 115 
verbs (2%) in this dictionary. It is one of the 
most common words in English. It often 
combines with verbs to link the verb and its 
object, for example, ask for something, pay 
for something. It has two common 
meanings when used with verbs: 

Aims and purposes 

For can be used to refer to the aim or 
purpose of an action or to where you are 
going. Example verbs are; 

apply for press for live for 

make for head for 

1 I’ve applied for more than twenty jobs in 
the past month. 

2 We’re pressing for a change in the way 
animals are transported to markets. 

3 I live for my children. They are the most 


important thing in my life. 

4 We’re making for Edinburgh and hope to 
be there by tonight. 

States arid actions in relation to 
other people 

For can be used with some verbs to show 
how you feel about somebody or something, 
or to show how you are dealing with a person 
or a situation. Example verbs are: 

feel for fall for fear for 

root for care for stand up far 

1 I really feel for her. She has lost all her 
family in the past year. 

2 I fell for her the moment I saw her and 
two years later we were married. 

3 When we heard the sound of gunfire we 
all feared for our lives. 

4 Good luck, well be rooting for you. 


IN 


In is used 1 in about 380 verbs (6VtM) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 
The basic meaning is (being) contained 
inside something or somewhere, or 
movement from outside to inside. It is 
often the opposite of out. The preposition 
into can also be used with verbs of 
movement ( Please come in. She came into 
the room in a hurry.) The most common 
uses are; 

Entering 

In is used with many verbs with the literal 
meaning of entering somewhere, for 
example, go in, come in F walk in, invite in. 
(Into has similar uses). 

break in get in let in ask in 

breeze in drop in squeeze in 

1 Thieves broke in and stole all the paintings. 

2 I'll never understand how they got in 


without anyone noticing. 

3 That’ll be Stuart at the door. Can you let 
him in? 

Arriving 

In can be used in verb plus particle 

combinations that refer to a person, a 

vehicle, etc, arriving at a particular place. 

dock in check in pull in 

draw in flood in 

1 What time do you have to dock in in the 
morning? 

2 Our flight is delayed so there is no hurry to 
check in. 

3 We arrived at the station just as the train 
pulled in. 

Absorbing 

In can be used with certain verbs to give 
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the idea of absorbing something, 
take in sink in drink in 

breathe in soak in 

1 We had to try and take in a lot of 
information in a very short period of time. 

2 ft was only after a few minutes that the 
awful truth started to sink in. 

3 For the first few minutes I drank in the 
atmosphere of the place. 

Including 

In can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of adding or mixing something in 
something else, or of including something 
with something else. Example verbs are: 

stir in throw in toke in 
blend in fold in 

1 Stir in the ingredients gradually until all of 
them have been used. 

2 If you buy the car Hi throw in the radio 
for free. 

3 While we’re in London we could take in a 
visit to the theatre or the opera. 

Putting inside or between 

In can be used with some verbs, giving the 
idea of one thing being put into or going 
into another. Example verbs are: 

plug in put in key in by in 

pump in punch in type in 

1 First you have to plug it in and then you 
switch it on. 

2 I'd like to put some money in my bank 
account. 

3 I need someone to key in all this 
information on my computer. 

Beginning; Introducing something new 

In can be used in verbs that give the idea 
of something starting or of somebody 
introducing something new. 

set in bring in phase in 

creep in usher in 

1 The cold weather has started to set in. 

2 The government wants to bring in 
stricter laws to protect the environment. 

3 The new production scheme will he 
phased in gradually. 

Collecting 

In can be used in combinations that refer 
to collecting things. Example verbs are: 

gather in get in pull in 

fetch in pack in 


1 They gathered in the grapes ready for 
making wine. 

2 Its starting to rain. I’d better get the 
washing in. 

3 The band have been putting in the crowds 
wherever they perform. 

Filling and completing 

tn is used in some combinations that refer 
to filling a drawing, a shape, a hole etc. 
with something and completing it. Other 
similar verbs refer to writing something 
somewhere. 

colour in fill in pencil in 
block in ink in shade in 

1 Listen, children. When you have finished 
your drawing you can colour it in. 

2 I’d like you to fill in this form 

3 I’ll pencil in next Wednesday for a meeting. 

Taking part 

In is used with many verbs to suggest the 
idea of joining an activity and being 
involved in something. Sometimes the 
involvement of the person is not welcome. 

join in go in for coll in 

interfere in jump in pitch in 

wont in 

1 Why don’t you join in and have some 
fun? Everybody’s dancing. 

2 She decided to go in for the competition 
because she had a good chance of 
winning. 

3 The police were called in to investigate 
the robbery. 

4 I don’t like you interfering in my affairs. 

Interrupting 

in can be used with verbs to express the 
idea of someone interrupting a 
conversation ora meeting when the 
interruption is not wanted or welcome. 

cut in borge in break in 

1 She cut tn while I was talking in order to 
make her own suggestions. 

2 We were talking quietly in the kitchen 
when he barged in and said he wanted a 
drink. 

3 Tm sorry, but I simply can’t agree with 
that,’ he broke in. 

Limiting 

In can be used in combinations that refer 
to somebody being prevented from leaving 
a place. Example verbs are; 
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snow in block in lock in 
box in fence in hem in 

1 No planes are flying out today. We are 
completely snowed in. 

2 Look at that! Someone has parked their 
car so close to mine and blocked me in. 

3 Some prisoners are locked in for twenty 
three hours a day. 

Staying inside 

In can be used in combinations that mean 
remaining inside or at home instead of 
going out somewhere. The particle out can 
be used with the same verbs with the 
opposite meaning. In is also used with 
verbs meaning that you remain in bed later 
than you usually do. Example verbs are: 

stay in eat in sleep in lie in stop in 

1 We decided to stay in and watch a film 
on television. 

2 Why don’t we eat in tonight instead of 
going out for a meal? 

3 I was so tired I slept in until 11. 


Damaging, destroying, falling 

In is used in combinations that mean 
damaging or destroying things, especially 
by making them fall inwards. Other verbs 
refer to things falling inwards. 

smash in kick in cave in 

1 The car door was completely smashed in. 

2 The police kicked in the door and 
entered the apartment, 

3 The whole building is going to cave in at 
any moment. 

Stopping doing something 

In is used in combination with some verbs 
that mean stopping trying to resist 
something or giving up something such as 
your job. Example verbs are: 

give in throw in cave in jack in 

1 We will never give in to threats of violence. 

2 I sometimes feel like throwing it all in 
and looking for a job abroad. 


INTO 


Into is a preposition and it is used in 260 
verbs (4%) in this dictionary. The literal 
meaning of into is movement from the 
outside of something to the inside, so it is 
used with many verbs that give the idea of 
of entering something, for example, He 
walked into the room. It is often used in the 
same verbs and with the same meanings as 
the adverb in, for example, burst in (on sh), 
burst into (a place). The particle can also be 
used in verbs that express metaphorical 
meanings, for example, changing or being 
transformed. The most common uses are; 

Entering 

Into is used in many combinations meaning 
to enter somewhere. Example verbs are: 

break into get into check into 

crowd into invite into 

1 Burglars broke into my house last night 
and stole all my video equipment. 

2 He got into the car and drove off. 

3 We checked into the hotel, 

4 Everybody crowded into the room to 
listen to the Minister speak. 

5 She invited us into her room. 


Out of is often used with similar verbs as an 
opposite, for example get out of check out of. 

Puffing in, going in 

Into is used in many combinations referring 
to putting or going in or inside something. 

plug into tuck into pay into 

bore into dip into 

1 You can plug the TV into the socket in 
the walk 

2 She never wears her blouse tucked into 
her skirt. 

3 1 need to pay some money into my bank 
account. 

Combining 

Into is used in combinations that mean 
mixing one substance into another so that 
they become one. Example verbs are: 

blend into shade into mix into 
fade into fold into 

1 Blend the cream into the sauce. 

2 The scarlet of the bird’s wings shades 
into pink at the tips. 
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OFF 


Transforming and changing 

Into can be used to describe things that 
change or are transformed. Example verbs are: 

turn into grow into make into change into 

1 The discussion soon turned into an 
argument about politics. 

2 She grew into a very loving person. 

Persuading and forcing 

Into is used with some verbs to convey the 
idea of persuading or making someone do 
something that they do not really want to 
do. The verb describes the way you try to 
persuade somebody. Example verbs are: 

talk into press into frighten into 
force into shame into starve into 

1 She talked me into going on holiday with 
her. 

2 I was pressed into giving a speech at her 
farewell dinner. 

3 He was frightened into confessing the 
crime. 

Out of is often used with these verbs with 
the opposite meaning: talk somebody out of 
something. 


Hitting and meeting 

Into can be used with verbs that describe 
objects hitting one another, and to describe 
people meeting by accident. 

bang into run into bump into 

1 He didn't put the light on and banged 
into a chair. 

2 I ran into Steve (= met him by chance) 
the other day. He hasn't changed at all. 

Investigating 

Into can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of investigating something in 
detail in order to discover the truth. 

go into look into delve into dig into 

1 The third chapter of the book goes into 
the subject in great detail. 

2 The police are looking into the matter. 

Starting 

Many combinations with into suggest 
starting doing something, often suddenly, 
burst into plunge into rush into get into 

1 She burst into tears. 

2 T he a i rcra ft burst in to fla m es. 

3 The country was plunged into recession. 


OF 


Of is a preposition. It occurs in 55 verbs 
(almost 1%) in this dictionary. When it is 
used in verb plus particle combinations it 
shows the relationship between the verb 
and somebody or something that is 
involved in the action. The different kinds 
of relationship are shown below: 

Communicating and interpreting 

Of with some verbs shows that a particular 
piece of information or knowledge is being 
communicated to or interpreted by 
somebody. Example verbs are: 

hear of know of make of 

remind of speak of 

1 I’m sorry, IVe never heard of him. 

2 I know of the place but I’ve never been 
there, 

3 What do you make of her most recent 
paintings? 


Characteristics and qualities 

Of can be used with verbs to show the 
characteristics or qualities of someone or 
something, or what something contains. 

smell of remind of make of consist of 

1 This soap smells of spring flowers. 

2 The piece of music reminds me of 
holidays in Greece. 

3 It’s made of cheese and potatoes. 

Removing, lacking 

Of can be used with some verbs to indicate 
something is being removed from someone 
or something or that they do not have 
something. Example verbs are: 

rob of starve of deprive of 

dispose of strip of 

1 They robbed me of everything I was 
carrying with me, 

2 She was starved of affection during her 
childhood. 


Off is used in about 520 verbs (8V4%) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 

It has a wide variety of meanings. It is often 
used with, verbs of movement to indicate 
movement away from a place, for example, 
run off ; dash off\ hurry off, march off, where 
the verb shows how somebody departs. Off 
can sometimes be replaced by away in this 
meaning. The most common uses are: 

Deporting 

The particle off can be used to give the idea 
of somebody starting a journey or leaving a 
place or of making somebody or something 
do this. Example verbs are: 

set off toke off see off make off 

dear off blast off head off start off 

1 We set offal four in the morning to 
climb the mountain. 

2 What times does the plane take off ? 

3 He came to see us off at the airport. 

4 The robbers made off in a blue car. 

Starring 

Off in combinations can also suggest that 
something is beginning. Example verbs are: 

start off spark off kick off 

lead off touch off 

1 The day started off well, but gradually 
got worse. 

2 Small things can sometimes spark off a 
row between people. 

Ending; not happening 

Some verbs can be used with off to give the 
idea of something ending or being 
cancelled. Example verbs are: 

break off ring off put off call off 

cut off log off switch off 

1 I he unions have decided to break of] 
their negotiations with management. 

2 Em afraid he rang off before I had a 
chance to ask him what his name was, 

3 We’ve pul off the meeting til! the end of 
next week. 

Finishing completely 

Off can be used with some verbs to 
emphasize that something is completely 
finished. Often these are verbs that can also 
be used on their own with a similar, but 
weaker, meaning. Example verbs are: 


finish off pay off sell off go off 
polish off round off work off 

1 Ed like to finish off what I'm doing 
before I go home. 

2 Our aim is to pay off all our debts by the 
end of the year. 

3 They decided to self off their entire stock 
and invest in a new range of products. 

4 The demonstration went off quietly 
without any serious incidents. 

Becoming less 

Off can be used with some verbs to express 
the idea of something gradually decreasing 
in strength or effect. Example verbs are: 

wear off level off cool off fall off 

die off ease off tail off 

1 The pain started to return when the 
effect of the drugs began to wear off. 

2 The rate of inflation was rising 
dramatically but now it has started to 
level off. 

3 We need time to cool off{- become less 
hot) and have a shower before lunch. 

Rejecting or dismissing 

Off is used with some verbs to suggest the 
idea of rejecting, dismissing or trying to 
ignore somebody or something. Example 
verbs are: 

write off lay off shrug off 

laugh off brush off shake off 

1 I know he hasn’t been playing very well 
recently, but we can’t write him off. 

2 The company has had to lay off several 
hundred workers. 

3 It’s only a cold. I’ll soon shrug it off. 

4 She tried to laugh off the whole matter, 
but I knew that it worried her terribly. 

Resisting 

Some verbs using the particle off indicate 
that you are trying to stop something 
happening or trying to protect somebody or 
yourself from something harmful or 
unpleasant. Example verbs are: 

fight off hold off ward off beat off 
fend off keep off stave off warn off 

1 lam doing everything I can to fight off 
another attack of flu. 

2 We can’t hold off the enemy much longer. 

3 He put up his hand to ward off the blows. 
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Removing 

Off is used with some verbs to give the idea 
of removing something from somewhere, 
for example by cutting or chopping. Some 
combinations of verbs have the idea of 
removing someone from your responsibility. 

cut off cross off take off 

palm off on bump off rub off 

1 I had to cut a bit off the top of the photo. 

2 I think we can cross them off our list. I'm 
sure they won't come to the party. 

3 Take off those di rty boots before you 
come into the house. 

4 Don’t palm your visitors off on me - you 
should entertain them yourself. 

Dividing and separating 

in these, combinations off indicates that 
one area is divided or separated from 
another, for example with a barrier, to stop 
somebody or something going into it. 

block off fence off seal off 

curtain off divide off shut off 

1 The police blocked the road off to 
prevent anyone from entering the city. 

2 The field was fenced off to stop animals 
eating the crops. 

3 The area has been sealed off to stop the 
spread of contamination. 

Being absent from work or school 

Off can be used with some verbs to talk 
about not going to work or school or 
leaving early. Example verbs are: 

take off skive off slip off bunk off 

1 She took three weeks off (work) to be 
with her sick mother. 

2 As a teenager he was always skiving off 
school. 

Drawing attention 

Off occurs in combination with some verbs 
that indicate that someone is drawing 
attention to themselves or their opinions in 
some way. Other combinations describe how 
something draws attention to something else 


or makes it easy to see. Example verbs are: 

show off set off sound off mouth off 

1 Ignore him. He's just showing off in front 
of the girls. 

2 I think the white background is ideal for 
setting off the rich colours of the painting. 

Using 

Off can be used with some verbs to talk 
about things that are used, such as money, 
food, etc. Example verbs are: 

live off feed off run off work off 

1 Although he's nearly thirty he still fives 
off his parents. 

2 The birds feed off the meat that has been 
left behind by the lions. 

3 You can run the CD player off a battery. 

On can also be used with these verbs with a 
similar meaning. 

Exploding 

This group of verbs is used for things such 
as weapons, that explode or are fired. 

set off blast off go off let off fire off 

1 The bomb was set off by someone using 
a remote control device. 

2 The rocket blasted off towards space. 

3 The gun went off before he was ready. 

Cheating 

Off is used with some verbs to indicate that 
something is done dishonestly or with the 
intention of cheating someone. 

rip off fob off palm off pass off as 

1 We were ripped off by the taxi driver. He 
charged more than double the normal 
price. 

2 When I said I wanted to buy a good 
watch he tried to fob me o/f with a 
cheap plastic thing. 


ON 


On is used in 380 verbs (about 6%) in this thing above or on top of another or resting 

dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. Its on something. For example: He put the lid on 
basic meaning describes the position of one the pot. He put the lid on. It is also used in 


combination with verbs of movement, where 
the preposition onto is also sometimes used, 
for example get on the bus , get onto the bus. 
With some of these verbs it is the opposite of 
off, for example get on the bus, get off the 
bus . The most common uses of the particle 
on are as follows: 

Continuing 

The particle on can be used with many 
verbs to show that something continues 
and does not stop. For example, if someone 
decides to continue driving instead of 
stopping, we can say the person drove on. It 
can also mean that you stop for a short 
time and then continue: We spent a few 
days in Seattle and then flew on to L.A. It 
can also be used in this way to express the 
idea of continuing to do something difficult 
or unpleasant, for example fight on, struggle 
on, battle on, soldier on. In other cases it 
suggests that something is continuing for 
too long, for example drag on, drone on, 
ramble on. Other commonly used verbs are: 

keep on stay on go on 
carry on hurry on move on 

1 Many people tried to interrupt him but 
he kept on talking. 

2 We liked the town so much we decided 
to stay on another month. 

3 He paused, then went on as if nothing 
had happened. 

Developing and changing 

On can be used with some verbs to talk 
about the way things are progressing or 
changing. Example verbs are: 

get on come on move on 

1 She is getting on very well at school. 

2 How is your new novel coming on? 

3 Technology has moved on and made the 
world a different place. 

Encouraging 

On in combination with some verbs gives the 
idea of supporting somebody or encouraging 
someone to do something. Example verbs are 

urge on come on egg on spur on 

1 The team captain urged them on to 
produce their best performance. 

2 Come on\ I know you can do it if you try! 

3 They egged him on, telling him to steal 
the apples. 


Starting 

On can be used in verbs that talk about 
starting an activity or making a machine 
begin to work. Example verbs are: 

bring on sign on turn on 
switch on put on 

1 The dust in the air brought on an attack 
of coughing and sneezing, 

2 He had to sign on at the unemployment 
office. 

3 She turned on the radio. 

4 He put on the kettle to make a cup of tea. 

Off is often used with the some of these verbs 
with the opposite meaning. For example: She 
turned on the radio. She turned off the radio , 

Holding and connecting 

On can be used in combinations to express 
the idea of holding something tightly. Other 
verbs describe how things are connected or 
attached to each other. Example verbs are: 

hang on hold on strap on latch on 

cling on fasten on strew on stick on 

1 Hang on to this rope and don't let go. 

2 Can you hold on {= said on the phone) 
while l find the information you need? 

3 The luggage was strapped on to the car 
roof. 

4 People are latching on to the idea very 
quickly. 

Dressing 

On can be used with different verbs to talk 
about ways of getting dressed. 

put on try on pull on slip on 

1 1 put on my best clothes for the interview. 

2 I tried on several jackets before choosing 
one. 

Having an effect on someone or 
something 

On is often used as a preposition with verbs 
to talk about what somebody does to a 
person or a thing, or the effect that somebody 
or something has. Example verbs are: 

dote on impress on down on cheat on 
descend on elaborate on spy on work on 

1 He absolutely dotes on her and gives her 
gifts all the time. 

2 I want to impress on you the importance 
of these new safety rules. 

3 tt suddenly dawned on me why she was 
so angry. 
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Upon can also be used with many of these 
verbs, but it is more forma): The importance 
of education was impressed upon me from 
an early age. 

Attacking 

Some verbs with on indicate that someone 
is being attacked, either physically or with 
words. Example verbs are: 

turn on pick on round on jump on 
set on start on 

1 She suddenly turned on me and 
criticized everything I had done. 

2 Why does my boss keep picking on me? 

3 He rounded on me for not supporting 
him at the meeting, 

thinking and commenting 

On is used with some verbs of thinking or 
deciding to show what you are thinking or 
talking about. Example verbs are: 

reflect on decide on touch on sleep on 

1 I've reflected on what happened and I've 
decided to forgive you. 

2 We have to decide on several things at 
today's meeting. 


3 i’ll sleep on it and let you know my 
decision by the end of the week. 

Finding 

On is used with some verbs that mean 
finding something or someone suddenly or 
unexpectedly. Examples of verbs are: 

hit on stumble on chance on 

1 We hit on a good idea for making some 
money. 

2 I stum hied on the information while I was 
looking for something else, 

3 Jill chanced on an old school friend at the 
party. 

Depending 

On is often used with verbs to indicate that 
one thing is affected by or decided by 
something else. On can also indicate the 
person or thing that you trust or feel sure 
about. Example verbs are: 

depend on rely on count on hinge on 

1 The success of the trip will depend on 
whether it rains or not. 

2 You can depend on James to deal with 
the situation. 

3 Our work relies on voIu ntary donations. 


OUT 


Out is used in 815 verbs (14%) in this 
dictionary, as an adverb. The basic meaning 
is of movement from inside to outside, so it 
combines with many verbs of movement, for 
example, storm out, rush out, go out. Many 
verbs that combine with out also combine 
with the adverb plus preposition out of, for 
example, storm out, storm out of the room ; 
Don't leave me out; He was left out of the 
team. Out and in can sometimes be used with 
the same verbs to express opposite meanings, 
for example, go out, go in. I he most 
common uses of this particle are: 

Leaving 

Out can be used in verbs that mean starting 
a journey or going away from a person or a 
place. Example verbs are: 

set out pop out check out start out 

1 We set out in the early morning to climb 
the mountain. 

2 I’m just going to pop out for a few 
minutes to get some milk. 

3 We have to check out of the hotel by 
midday. 


Searching, observing, solving 

Out in some combinations gives the idea of 
searching for something such as a piece of 
information, the answer to a difficult 
problem, etc. and then finding it. 

find out dig out make out 

turn out hunt out sort out 

spy out try out work out 

1 Can you find out how many people in 
the company are aged over forty? 

2 HI try and dig out some old college 
photos for you. 

3 I can't make out the handwriting. What is 
this word here? 

4 Let's wait and see how things turn out. 

Disappearing; using completely 

Out can be used in phrasal verbs to suggest 
that something is gradually disappearing or 
has been used completely so that there is 
none left. Example verbs are: 

die out run out go out phase out 

1 The change in weather conditions is 


causing many species to die out. 

2 I think we’ve run out of petrol. 

Stepping an activity 

Out is used in some verbs that describe an 
activity being stopped, often by using force 
or authority. Some verbs describe people or 
places being completely destroyed. Other 
verbs refer to a fire, etc. going out or being 
put out. Example verbs are: 

stamp out cut out wipe out burn out 
beat out blow out drown out 

1 The rebellion was quickly stamped out. 

2 l should really try to cut out chocolate (- 
stop eating it)! 

3 The town was almost completely wiped 
out by the earthquake. 

4 The fire had burnt out before the fire 
engines arrived. 

Stepping being involved 

Out can be used in combinations that show 
that you are no longer involved in 
something or no longer want to be 
involved. Example verbs are: 

fall out pull out bottle out chicken out 
drop out opt out sell out 

1 Mike and Janet have fallen out and are 
not talking to one another 

2 The company has decided to pull out of 
the project. 

Producing 

Out can used with verbs to talk about 
things being produced, especially when 
they are produced quickly and in large 
quantities. Example verbs are: 

turn out churn out spill out pour out 

1 The factory turns out 200 washing 
machines a day. 

2 This magazine churns out the same 
stories every week of the year. 

3 All her worries came spilling out. 

Being outside 

Out can be used in combinations that 
express the idea of somebody going out of 
a place, such as their home, or doing 
something outside. Example verbs are: 

get out camp out eat out 
stay out go out lock out 

1 The prisoners got out through a hole in 
the fence. 


2 We camped out in a field in the pouring 
rain. 

3 We like to eat out at least once a month 

4 They stayed out all night and only 
returned in the early morning. 

Appearing 

Out can be used with some verbs that give 
the idea of something or somebody 
appearing, sometimes suddenly, or of 
something being brought out of a place 
where it was hidden. Example verbs are: 

leap out turn out take out 
break out come out 

1 My name leapt out at me from the page. 

2 Two thousand people turned out to 
watch the parade. 

3 He took out a gun and pointed it at me. 

Speaking or shouting loudly 

Out can be used with some verbs that 
suggest that somebody is speaking loudly or 
angrily, perhaps to call for help or shout, a 
warning. Example verbs are: 

bark out call out scream out 
shout out snap out yell out 

1 She was barking out orders at the children. 

2 Everyone was calling out for help 

3 People were screaming out to the driver 
to tell him to stop. 

Sharing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being distributed to or shared 
among people. Example verbs are: 

hand out give out share out 
dish out dote out serve out 

1 T hey we re handing out free samples of 
cheese in the supermarket today. 

2 We need to give out more information to 
our clients. 

3 We shared out the prize money amongst 
the three of us. 

Finishing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being completely finished or 
done. Example verbs are: 

hear out dry out talk out tire out wear out 

1 Don't interrupt - hear me out. 

2 If the soil in the garden dries out , this 
particular plant will not survive. 

3 tt might help to talk things out 
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Out is often added to other verbs or past 
participles to create new verbs that mean you 
have completely finished doing something 
and can do no more. For example: I'm all 
fMrtiedout (= I have been to so many parties 
that I can’t go to any more). 

Removing 

Out is used with some verbs that, mean 
removing something or somebody from 
somewhere, or removing yourself from 
somewhere. The verb tells you how this is 
done. Example verbs are: 

take out knock out pull out bomb out 
push out rinse out throw out wash out 

1 I’d like to take out three thousand 
pounds from my account. 

2 She was knocked out of the competition 
in the first round. 

3 The army has decided to pull out. 

Excluding 

Out can be used in combinations that 
express the idea that someone or 
something is not included in an activity, a 
list, etc. Example verbs are: 

leave out cross out rule out 
filter out keep out weed out 

1 We must be sure not to leave anyone out 
when we invite people to the party. 

2 Cross out the wrong answers. 

3 The government has ruled out the 
possibility of giving any financial aid. 

Supporting 

Out is used with verbs that suggest helping 
or supporting somebody, especially with 
money or encouragement. 

help out bear out bring out 
draw out reach out to 

1 I wonder if you could help me out . I’ve 
got a problem. 

2 David will bear me out and confirm that 
everything i have said is true. 

Choosing 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 
something being chosen from among many 
others. Example verbs are: 

pick out single out pull out 

mark out separate out sort out 

1 She was picked out as the person most 
likely to succeed in the company. 


2 Some of the animals were singled out for 
special medical treatment. 

3 Can you sort out all the books you don't 
want any more? 

Lasting 

Out can be used to convey the idea of 
resisting some kind of pressure or enduring 
a difficult situation. Example verbs are: 

hold out stick out last out ride out 

1 The unions are holding out for a better 
pay deal, 

2 J don’t like the job but I'll stick it out 
until the end of the year. 

3 They say they can’t fast out much longer. 
They need help now. 

Attacking; reacting violently 

Out can be used in verbs that show that 
someone is attacking somebody or reacting 
violently to something. Examples verbs are: 

lash out strike out fight out 
hit out kick out shoot out 

1 The lion lashed out if any of the other 
lions came near him. 

2 As soon as the fight started, be fashed 
out at everyone standing near him. 

3 When the man said something rude, I 
struck out at him. 

Recording and putting down on paper 

Out can be used with verbs connected with 
writing or drawing to give the idea of something 
being recorded or written down on paper. 

copy out sketch out map out write out 

1 Could you copy this out for me so it is 
easy to read? 

2 I’ll sketch out a few ideas for you on paper. 

3 They have mapped out the area where 
they will be digging. 

Increasing 

Out is used with some verbs that show that 
something or somebody is increasing in 
size, shape, extent, etc. 

broaden out fill out flesh out 
open out spread out 

1 I he river broadens out just outside the 
town. 

2 Hasn’t the baby filled out now (- become 
fatter)? 

3 These points were fleshed out i n the later 
part of the speech. 


Over is used in approximately 200 verbs 
(about 3%) in this dictionary as an adverb 
and a preposition. The basic meaning of the 
particle indicates movement from one side 
of something to the other, especially over 
the top of something, for example: climb 
over a wall, fly over a city, cross over a road. 

It can also indicate a position above 
something: bend over something, lean over 
someone. The most common uses are: 

Having a higher position 

Over can be used to suggest that someone 
or something is taller or in a higher 
position than somebody or something else. 

It can also refer to somebody in a position 
of greater authority or responsibility. 

tower over stand over rule over 

preside over watch over 

1 My son is only 15 but he towers over his 
father already. 

2 ) don't want my boss standing over me 
and watching everything I do. 

3 She has ruled over the country for twenty 
years. 

Covering 

Over can be used in combination with 
verbs to show that something is completely 
covered with something such as ice or 
clouds. It is also used in a more figurative 
way to suggest that a difficulty or the truth 
is being hidden. Example verbs are: 

freeze over cloud over gloss over 

paint over paper over 

1 Last winter the lake was completely 
frozen over. 

2 What a pity! It’s starting to cloud over. 

3 He avoided answering difficult questions 
by glossing over the problem. 

Moving to the side 

A few verbs use over to indicate movement 
to the side of something. Example verbs are: 
pull over move over 

1 The driver pulled over to the side of the 
road to take a short break. 

2 Can you move over ? I haven’t got enough 
space. 


Visiting 

Over with some verbs suggests going from 
your house to somebody else’s for a visit- 

ask over drop over come over 

invite over pop over 

1 The neighbours have asked us over for tea. 

2 Why don’t you drop over this evening? 

Considering/ thinking about or 
examining 

Over can be used with verbs that mean 
thinking about something carefully before 
you make a decision, or inspecting 
something to see if it is correct. 

think over talk over check over 

go over look over 

1 I’d like some time to think over your 
offer before making a decision. 

2 Let’s talk it over and see if we can come 
to some kind of agreement. 

3 Can you check this over for me to see if 
there are any mistakes? 

Remaining 

Over can be used to convey the idea of 
something remaining in the same place or 
being kept to use at a later date. 

stay ovor hold over be left over sleep over 

1 She decided to stay over with her parents 
for a couple of days. 

2 I think we should hold that agenda item 
over until the next meeting. 

Changing position 

Over can be used in combination with 
verbs suggesting the idea of two people or 
things changing places, jobs etc., or of a 
person changing their opinion or ideas. 

take over swap over win over 
change over hand over swap over 

1 She is taking over the management of 
the company from next spring. 

2 I’ll drive the first part of the journey, 
then we’ll swap over. 

3 I think I've managed to win her over to 
our side of the argument. 

Falling 

Over can be used with verbs to express the 
idea of something falling to the ground, 
usually from an upright position. The verb 
shows what the movement is, 


365 


364 


foil over knock over trip over 
keel over kick over run over 

1 I fell over and hurt my knee. 

2 She knocked over the vase as she entered 
the room. 

3 I tripped over someone’s hag and fell. 

Finishing and recovering 

Over can be used in combinations that 
mean that something is temporary and will 
soon end. Example verbs are: 

blow over get over get over with 

1 ft wasn't a serious argument. I'm sure it 
will blow over and soon be forgotten. 

2 She’s upset now, but she'll soon get over it. 

Communicating a message or an 
impression 

Over can be used to convey the idea of 
giving somebody a message or a particular 
impression. Example verbs are: 

put over get over come over 


1 She is very good at putting over her ideas 
to an audience. 

2 11hink we succeeded in getting over the 
idea that the situation is serious. 

3 He came over as rather arrogant in the 
interview. 

Across can be used instead of over with 
these verbs with a very similar meaning. 

Overflowing 

Over can be used in combinations that 
mean that something such as a liquid flows 
over the edge of a container. These verbs can 
also have a figurative meaning referring to 
very strong feelings. Example verbs are: 

boil over spill over brim over bubble over 

1 Please watch this saucepan of milk so 
that it doesn't boil over 
Z The enormous crowd spilled over into 
the neighbouring streets. 

3 Her heart was brimming over with 
happiness. 


ROUND 


Round is used in approximately 150 verbs 
(2% %) in the dictionary, as an adverb and 
a preposition. The basic meaning is of 
movement in a circle or curve in order to 
face in the opposite direction or to arrive at 
the other side of something. It can 
sometimes be replaced by about and 
around with very little change of meaning. 
The most common categories of use are: 

Moving 

Round is used with some verbs to indicate 
movement in different directions. 

move round run round hand round 

phone/call round 

1 At the first class we were told to move 
round the room and talk to different 
people. 

2 It was a cold day so the kids ran round in 
the playground to keep warm. 

Lack of activity and purpose 

Round can be used to suggest lack of activity 
or specific purpose. Example verbs are: 

stand round hang round sit round 

1 We all stood round , waiting for 


something to happen. 

2 He bangs round bars and talks to anyone 
who will listen to him. 

Surrounding and enclosing 

Round tan be used to indicate that 
something is surrounded by something. 

wrap round throw round go round 
gather round 

1 Wrap this scarf round your neck - it's 
cold outside. 

2 He threw his arms round me. 

3 The belt won't go round my waist now! 

Being centred on something 

Round can be used with a few verbs to 
indicate how something or somebody has a 
particular person or thing as the focus of 
their attention. Example verbs are: 

revolve round centre round 

1 My whole life seems to revolve round 
cooking, cleaning and shopping. 

2 Our holiday centred round sitting by the 
pool, swimming and sunbathing. 


Taming 

Round is sometimes used in combinations 
with the idea of something turning in 
circles or turning to face the other way. 
Example verbs are: 

spin round swing round wheel round 

1 The car span round several times and 
then hit a tree. 

2 She swung round with the hammer in 
her hand and almost hit me. 

Avoiding 

Round can be used with verbs to express 
the idea that you are avoiding something. 

talk round skate round 

1 We talked round the subject but we never 
really discussed it in any real detail. 

2 Politicians tend to skate round most issues 
without answering any questions directly. 

Persuading 

Round can be used with verbs to express 
the idea of persuading someone to change 
their minds about something. The verb 
shows how you do this. Example verbs are: 

talk round get round come round win round 

1 ! managed to talk them round and they 
finally signed the contract. 

2 At first her parents refused to let her go 
on holiday alone, but she finally got 
round them. 

Visiting informally 

Round is used with some verbs to indicate 


going to a particular place to visit a person 
briefly on an informal basis. 

coll round drop round pop round 
come round 

1 Call round any time. We're always happy 
to see you. 

2 I’ll drop round later and give you that 
book I mentioned. 

Sharing or distributing 

Round in combinations can give the idea of 
sharing or distributing something between 
people. Example verbs are: 

hand round pass round go round 

1 Could you help to hand round the 
sandwiches? 

2 Pass the photos round so that everyone 
can see them. 

3 1 don't think there is enough cake to go 
round. 

Recovering 

Round can be used with the idea of 
someone becoming conscious again, for 
example after an operation or after 
fainting. Other verbs mean recovering from 
an illness. Example verbs are: 

come round bring round pull round 

1 She started to come round three hours 
after the operation, 

2 They tried to bring him round but he 
remained unconscious. 


THROUGH 


Through is used in 150 verbs (2 l A%) in the 
dictionary, as an adverb and a preposition. 
The basic meaning refers to passing from 
one side of something solid to the other 
side, for example, to go through a hole in a 
wall or to see through a window. It can be 
used with this meaning with many other 
verbs such as to slice through, to cut 
through, and to break through something. 
The most common categories are: 

Doing something thoroughly and 
completely 

Through can be used with verbs to give the 
idea of going from the beginning to the end 
of something and finishing it. The verb tells 


you what the activity is and how someone is 
doing it. It is often used to suggest doing 
something in a logical and thorough way 
and completing it. Example verbs are: 

look through rush through sit through 
talk through think through read through 

1 Can you look through this letter for me 
and tell me if it’s alright? 

2 Don't rush through your homework ~ 
take your time. 

3 We had to sit through a very boring talk 
that lasted almost two hours. 

4 If the two of you have a problem then I 
suggest you sit down together and talk it 
through . 
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Surviving, achieving 

Through can be used in combinations to 
express the idea of surviving a bad situation 
or getting past something difficult such as a 
test or a barrier. Example verbs are: 

live through come through get through 
sail through pull through see through 

1 My grandmother lived through the 
horrors of two world wars, 

2 She came through the operation and 
made a rapid recovery. 

3 You won’t get through the exam if you 
don’t study hard. 

4 You won’t have any difficulties with the 
driving test. You'll sat! through, 

Communicating 

Through can be used in combinatons that 
express the idea of communicating with 


somebody, for example by telephone. It can 
also be used to talk about attempts to make 
someone understand a message or an idea. 

put through get through fax through 

1 Hello, operator? Can you put me through 
to extension 437 please? 

2 He won’t listen to me. I can’t get. through 
to him how serious the problem is. 

Seeing clearly 

Through can be used with a few verbs to 
suggest that you can see or understand 
something or somebody very dearly. 

see through shine through come through 

1 He was able to fool everybody else, but I 
saw through him immediately. 

2 Her qualities shine through in everything 
she does. 


TO 


To is used in about 170 verbs (nearly 3%) in 
this dictionary, mainly as a preposition, 
although there are a few verbs where it is an 
adverb (puff the door to, come to/round.) 

With verbs of movement, it expresses the 
idea of direction, for example, / walked to 
the office; ft fell to the ground. II generally 
shows the relationship between the verb and 
the person or thing that is affected by it, for 
example, She is devoted to her children; We 
fixed a rope to the boat. In the verbs in this 
dictionary, the most frequent groups are: 

Directing or aiming 

To used with verbs shows the direction that 
somebody or something is going or what is 
being aimed at. Example verbs are: 

gravitate to devote to gear to 
ponder to point to 

1 Many young people are gravitating to the 
cities in search of work. 

2 She devoted herself to her career. 


3 The course is geared to the needs of the 
students. 

Showing relationships 

To is used with verbs to indicate the 
relationship between people or things. The 
verb itself shows the nature of the action, 
feeling, etc, and to shows who or what is 
involved or affected. Example verbs are: 

belong to ding to warm to 

resort to look up to stick to 

defer to endear to face up to 

fall to surrender to stoop to 

1 Who does this book belong to? 

2 1 hey clung to each other for comfort. 

3 I warmed to Chris immediately. 

4 You shouldn’t need to resort to violence 
to achieve your aims. 

5 jack’s always looked up to his older 
brothers. 

6 I'm sticking to what I said before. 


UP 


The particle up is the most common 
particle in phrasal verbs. It is used in about 
15% of verbs in this dictionary, mostly as an 
adverb. The literal meaning of up is 
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movement upwards, from a lower to a 
higher position, so it occurs with many 
verbs describing movement, such as climb 
up. jump up, look up, and sit up. It is also 


used with verbs of lifting to express the idea 
of raising something to a higher level, for 
example pick up, lift up, snatch up. You will 
also find it used to express the related ideas 
of increase and improvement. As an adverb, 
it frequently combines with a preposition to 
form three-word verbs, for example, come 
up Qgainst, keep up with. The most 
common and important meanings are: 

Increasing 

Up is often used to give the idea of something 
increasing in volume, speed, price, strength, 
and reputation. Examples of such verbs are: 

go up speed up turn up grow up 

build up speak up play up flare up 

hurry up push up step up talk up 

1 Petrol is going up next week. 

2 The train started to speed up after it left 
the station. 

3 It's freezing in here. Can you turn up the 
heat? 

4 People say that children grow up very 
quickly nowadays. 

5 You need to build up your strength 
before you go back to work. 

6 I’m sorry, I can’t hear you. Can you speak 
up a bit? 

7 The government wants to play up the 
importance of the meeting. 

The opposite of the particle up is down, so 
these particles can be used in verbs that 
have opposite meanings. For example, the 
opposite of turn up the heating is turn 
down the heating. 

Improving 

Up can be used to express the idea of things 
improving, such as the economy, your health 
or your knowledge. Example verbs are: 

look up brush up clear up 

smarten up cheer up brighten up 
dress up jazz up pick up 

1 The year started badly but I think things 
are starting to look up. 

2 I’d like to brush up my knowledge of 
Italian. 

3 The weather looks as if it's starting to 
clear up. 

4 Well, I think you could smarten up your 
appea ranee. 

5 They tried to cheer me up by telling me 
funny stories. 

Note that dress down is now used as an 


opposite for dress up , and means to wear 
more casual clothes. 

Supporting 

Up can be used to give the idea of 
providing support. Example verbs are: 
back up shore up speak up for 

stand up for bolster op stick up for 

1 Will you back me up if I tell them what 
really happened? 

2 The bank took action to shore up the 
value of sterling. 

3 Nobody spoke up for him when he was 
falsely accused of stealing the money, 

4 It's time for us to stand up for what we 
believe in. 

Preparing 

Up is used with a group of verbs to give the 
idea of preparing for doing something, 
draw up set up warm up butter up 

fix up limber up soften up tune up 

1 She’s busy drawing up a plan of how the 
whole scheme will work. 

2 We are setting up a research project to 
investigate the effects of radiation on 
plant life, 

3 He tried to warm up the audience by 
telling them a few jokes at the start of 
his talk. 

4 We’d better butter him up before we ask 
him to give us so much money. 

Creating and constructing 

Up is also used to suggest creating, producing, 
inventing or constructing something, either 
physically or in your mind. Example verbs are: 

make up dream up build up 

come up with conjure up put up 

rise up think up 

1 My grandmother was fantastic at making 
up stories for us. 

2 I would like to know who dreamed up 
this whole idea. It’s complete madness, 

3 She built the business up from nothing. 

4 She has come up with a fantastic idea for 
solving the problem we’re having with 
recruiting people. 

Completing and finishing 

With some verbs that can be used on then 
own, up adds the idea of completing 
something. For example, in the sentence / 
ate fish for dinner, ate means took food. If 
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you tell somebody to Eat up, you want 
them to finish eating quickly. It is also used 
in this way in verbs (ike tidy up, dry up and 
dear up. Other examples of verbs are: 

end up use up wind up dry up 

dummy up follow up sum up wake up 

1 Although he wanted to work in advertising, 
he ended up working in a bank. 

2 We will have used all our coal 
reserves by the end of the year. 

3 Could I ask you to wind up the meeting? 

Damaging and destroying 

Up can be used to express the idea of 
something being damaged or spoilt in some 
way or not working well. Example verbs are: 

fear up blow up mess up beat up 

play up slip up smash up 

1 After looking at the letter for a few 
moments, she tore it up and threw it in 
the bin. 

2 Explosive experts blew up the building as 
part of a new building programme. 

3 What a stupid mistake! Now you've really 
messed things up. 

Stopping, delaying and disrupting 

Up can be used to give the idea of something 
stopping, being delayed or prevented from 
operating normally. Example verbs are: 

break up give up pull up hold up slow up 

1 The police broke up the demonstration. 

2 I’ve decided to give up smoking. 

3 A car pulled up in front of the bank. 

4 I'm sorry were late. We were held up in 
traffic on the motorway. 

Note that slow up and slow down have the 
same meaning: to become, slower. 

Things happening 

Up can be used to convey the idea of 
something happening or of something/ 
somebody appearing, sometimes 
unexpectedly. Example verbs are: 

turn up come up bring up crop up pop up 

1 lo everybody's amazement she turned 
up at the party and behaved as if 
nothing had happened. 

3 Can you come to the office as soon as 
possible? Something serious has come up. 

4 I’d like to bring up the question of 
installing air conditioning in the new 
offices. 


Approaching and getting closer for 
comfort 

Up can be used to give the idea of 
something or somebody approaching or 
getting closer to somebody/something, 
sometimes in a rather secretive way. It can 
also be used to give the idea of getting 
closer to somebody or something for 
warmth and comfort. Example verbs are: 

creep up loom up snuggle up curl up 
nuzzle up sneak up steal up 

1 The two children crept up close to the 
edge of the garden. 

2 The exams are looming up. 

3 It’s lovely to snuggle up by the fire and 
listen to the rain outside. 

Dividing and separating 

Up can be used to give the idea of 
something being divided in some way, for 
example by being cut or chopped into small 
pieces. When it is used in connection with a 
group of people or a couple, it has the idea 
of separation. Example verbs are: 

slice up divide up split up break up 
cut up chop up 

1 first you need to slice up the tomatoes 
and add them to the mixture. 

2 We've decided to divide up the money 
equally. 

3 Pam and Paul have split up after twenty 
years of marriage. 

Gathering and collecting 

Up can he used with the idea of collecting 
things or people together. Example verbs are: 

match up stock up team up join up 
meet up pair up pile up save up 

1 The task is to match up all the cards in 
front of you. 

2 We had better stock up on sugar as there 
is going to be a shortage. 

3 I think it's best if we team up with 
people from other departments. 

Fastening 

Up can be used to talk about fastening 
things like clothes or objects. It can be used 
with the name of an object or a material 
to show how something is fastened, or with 
the name of a container to show where 
things are placed. Related to this is the idea 
of restricting the movement of somebody/ 


something. Example verbs are: 

do up zip up parcel up tie up 

bag up bandage up brick up chain up 

lace up lock up 

1 Remember to do up all the buttons on 
your coat. 


2 You’d better zip up your bag so no one 
steals anything from it. 

3 I’m going to parcel up the gifts to send 
your cousins. 

4 The security guard was tied up in a 
corner of the room. 


WITH 


With is a preposition and is used in about 125 
verbs (2%) in the dictionary, sometimes 
combining with an adverb to form a three- 
word verb, such as fail in with Jit in with. It is 
generally used to describe the connections and 
relationships between people, things, facts or 
situations. The most common uses are: 

Relationships between people 

With is used with verbs that describe 
relationships between people. These often 
involve difficulties or the ending of a 
relationship. Example verbs are: 
mess with reason with finish with 

argue with associate with level with 

trifle with vie with 

1 I wouldn't mess with him. He has a 
terrible temper and can get violent. 

2 I've tried reasoning with her, but she 
won’t change her mind. 

3 Maria is going to finish with Pierre. Their 
relationship just isn't working. 

Relationships between things 

Verbs plus with often show connections 
between things, such as comparing, including, 
involving or separating. Example verbs are: 
go with crawl with do away with 
riddle with square with 

1 1 wouldn't wear that tie. It doesn't go with 
the shirt. 

2 The town is crawling with tourists at the 


moment. 

3 He thinks it’s time we did away with the 
monarchy. 

Relationships between people 
and things 

With can be used to convey the idea of 
somebody taking action and getting involved 
in something, sometimes when they should 
not. Example verbs are: 

deal with wrestle with juggle with 
meddle with catch up with land with 

lumber with tamper with 

1 I'm very busy at the moment, so HI deal 
with that later. 

2 It's a problem I've been wrestling with for 
months. 

3 in my job I have to juggle with several 
different things at the same time. 

4 Please don't meddle with things you don't 
understand. 

Giving support 

With is used with verbs that express the idea 
of agreeing with a person or an idea or 
providing support. Example verbs are: 
agree with side with bear with hold with 

1 I agree with every!hing you've said. 

2 She always sides with her sister in any 
family arguments. 

3 She’s under a lot of strain at the moment - 
just bear with her. 
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L KEY to study pages 


-S5 Phrasal Verb or Single Word? 

For me, the highlight of the whole holiday was the trip to the temple. We set off at 
nine in the morning and were soon going up some hair-raisingly steep roads. We got 
to the temple about half ten. We had to wear long-sleeved tops and long trousers or 
they wouldn't have let us in. Of course, we had to take our shoes off before we went 
in the temple, too. A local guide showed us round , which was good, because lots of 
questions came up about how we were supposed to behave, and about the history 
of the place. The temple itself was absolutely breathtaking, but that wasn't the best 
thing because we came back through what they call the lost Valley'. Lunch was laid 
on for the people who'd asked for it, but we'd taken a packed lunch with us and we 
agreed that it was the most spectacular picnic spot we'd ever seen! 

-S6-7 Are You a Natural Born Student? 

Study quiz score 

1 A-0, B-2, C~0 4 A—2, B-1, C-0 7 A-2, B-2, C-1 10 A-2,&-1,C-0 

2 A-1,HC--2 5 A-0, B-1, C-2 8 A-2, B-0, C-2 11 A-0,B-2,C-2 

BA-1, B-1, C-2 6 A-1, B-2, C-2 9 A-2, B-1, C-0 12 A-0, B-2, C-2 

1 (a) did teachers always pick on you and tell you off for no reason?; 

(b) did kids who messed around in class annoy you?; (c) did you ever get kept 
back for extra study? 

2 (a) get on with it straight away and finish it early?; (b) put off starling it until the last 
possible moment? (c) do some work on it immediately then put it aside for a while? 

B (a) jot down some notes then write it and hand it in?, (b) do it in rough first, and 
then write it out neatly or type it up?: (c) plan it out carefully then write and edit it? 

4 (a) work steadily and sail through your exams?; (b) scrape through your exams 
despite beavering away all year?; (c) just do enough to get by? 

5 (a) rattle through it and hand it in early?; (b) go over each question carefully 
before moving on to the next one?; (c) answer all the questions then check 
through your answers? 

6 (a) as soon as you come across a word you don't know?; (b) only to took up a 
word whose meaning you can’t guess?; (c) only after you've read through the 
article once without a dictionary? 

7 (a) sign up for evening classes?; (b) throw away your books and find someone to 
talk with in English? (c) swot up on vocabulary every night? 

8 (a) did you study while you were sick in order not to fall behind?: (b) were you 
just happy to have got out of lessons?; (c) did you borrow a friend's notes and 
write them up? 

9 (a) do it as well as you could?; (b) scribble it down as quickly as possible; (c) talk 
a friend into letting you copy theirs at the last minute? 

10 (a) plan out a revision timetable in plenty of time?; (b) read up the subject the 
night before each exam?; (c) just take it easy and hope easy questions 

camef would come up? 

11 (a) switch over to something more interesting?; (b) shout out an answer quickly, 
even if you're not sure?; (c) get annoyed if the answer doesn't come to you quickly? 
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12 (a) chill out and gaze out of the window?; (b) buy a paper and catch up on the 
news?; (c) settle down with a good book? 

-SS-9 Sport 

Football, and tonight’s match in the European Cup ended in controversy after Italy 
came back from 2-0 down to beat Spain. At 2-2, the Italian goalkeeper Alberti 
appeared to bringdown Rojas, the Spanish centre forward. As the Spanish players 
appealed fora penalty, the Italians played on and broke away to score. The Spanish 
captain Martin was then sent of for arguing with the referee. Italy ended up 
fortunate winners, but their goalkeeper Polio picked up a hand injury and has been 
ruled out of the next two games. 

The Tokyo marathon has been won by Takeshi Saito of Japan. Urged on by the home 
crowd, Saito forged ahead after just 5 kilometres and built up a 2-minute lead. The 
chasing runners did not give up, and gradually reduced the lead. The hot weather 
and the fast pace caused several leading athletes to drop out Saito's recent training 
in the Sahara desert paid off as he held off the strong challenge of the Kenyan Daniel 
Nyanga, who caught up with 5 kilometres to go, then fell back in the final kilometre. 
Tennis, and the unseeded Sofia Adamou of Greece has beaten Russia's Irena 
Markova in three sets to go through to the final of the French Open. Adamou said 
afterwards, Tve never come up against such a tough opponent. Before ! came here f 
thought I'd get knocked out in the first round, but now I've got a chance of 
winning.” Adamou, who only took up the sport four years ago, will pick up a cheque 
for $100,000. The loser will have to settle for just $50,000 ! 

Extract 1 

1c 2d Ba 4 i 5e 6 h 7 f 8b 9 g 

Extracts 2 and 3 

1b 2d Bk 4a 5 h 6 I 7n 8 g 9c 10j 

11 f 12 e 13 i 14 m 

--S10 Computers 

Down 

1 dick on 7 scan in 

2 pull-down 9 backup 

3 switch on 10 bootup 

4 printout 11 login 

6 shut down 

-S11 Environmental Problems 

The Greenhouse effect 

1 Carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases are given off when fossil fuels are 
burned. 

2 Greenhouse gases soak up heat that should escape into space. 

3 Temperatures on earth go up 


Across 

5 add-ons 14 type in 

8 hack into 15 pop-up 

12 go down 
IB scroll down 
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Algae 

1 Nitrates from fertilizers soak through the soil and end up in rivers and lakes. 

2 Algae feeds on the nitrates and multiplies uncontrollably. 

3 I he algae uses up the oxygen in the water, and fish die. 

Deforestation 

1 Too many trees are burnt or cut down . 

2 Some areas turn into desert. 

3 Some species of animals and plants lose their habitat and die out 

4 Less carbon dioxide is soaked up by trees, which adds to global warming. 

-S12 Phrasal Verbs in Newspapers 

Id 2k 3 a, g 4e 5c 6 j 71 8 f 9h 10 i 

-SI 3 Business 

1888 catches on, take on; 1902 teams up f set up, sell off, 1906 turning out, 
1945 takes over, 1954 comes up with; 1963 take off, bringing in; 1969 buys 
out; 1974 walk out, sparking off; 1987 swallowed up turned around; 1992 
worn away, failing off, mount up, go under , bailed out ; 1999 takes over, caught 

out, shoots up, wind up; 2000 laid off, closes down 

-S14-15 Informal 


Using this dictionary 


Formal 

Informal 

Neutral 

provide for sth 
attend to sb/sth 

boot sb out 
barge into sb 
tune out 

turn up 

throw sth aside 
put sb down 


Practice 

The 11 phrasal verbs are: 

Swot up. jack sth in 

mess up swan around 

beaver away muck around 

veg out look sb up 

breeze through (sth) catch up with sb 
jabber away 

Sentences: 

a OK, III level with you. f - they really freak me out. 

b at the last moment he chickened out. g it took him ages to cotton on. 

c We’re going to check out the new bar h she just clammed up. 

d 111 be able to rustle something up. 
e we whipped through the last three chapters. 


Matching Exercise: 
a beaver away g jack sth in 
b jwqt up h breeze through 

c swan around (sth) 
d jabber away i veg out 

e look sb up j mess up 

f catch up k muck around 
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S16-17 Using Phrasal Verbs in Writing 

Exercise 1 

1 refers to 4 drawn up 7 sets out 10 accounts for 

2 reported back 5 gone through 8 consists of 11 deals with 

3 summed up 6 puts forward 9 enlarges upon 

Exercise 2: Sample Report 

This report refers to the Intermediate English Course, which I attended last summer. 
Firstly, I will deal with the positive aspects of the course. The lessons were very 
enjoyable and the teachers were very helpful. I especially liked the opportunity to 
meet other students and speak to them in English. 

However, 1 would also like to point out that there were some problems. The cafeteria 
was expensive and the meals consisted of only one course. Our opportunities for 
self-study were limited resulting from the fact that there were not enough books in 
the library. In addition, the trips and visits were not very interesting and I have 
enlarged upon this problem in a report I have submitted to the Social Secretary, 

For next year. I suggest that a list of events is given to students to go through and 
perhaps they should be given the chance to put forward their own ideas. The college 
should also draw up a plan of action for improving the cafeteria and library. 

To sum up, it was a positive experience but a few changes would make it even better. 

Exercise 3 

lb 2c 3a 4a 5 b 6c 7t 8 a 

S18-19 Using Phrasal Verbs in the Passive 

Exercise 1 

1 No 5 Yes 

2 Yes 6 No 

3 Yes 

4 No 


Exercise 3 

Separable phrasal verbs can generally be used in the passive, whereas inseparable 
phrasal verbs cannot 

Exercise 4 

1 She’s been charged with shoplifting. 

2 If you carry on like this you'll be kicked out of college. 

3 The building was burnt down in the riots. 

4 No one knows where jerry is. He hasn’t been heard of since the summer. 

5 I he twins look so alike' that they are often mixed up. 

6 £10 for this? You’ve been ripped off! 


Exercise 2 


Separable 

Inseparable 

turn off 
turn down 

look for 
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- 520-21 New Phrasal Verbs 
Task A 

free up, hype up, tense up, test out, drown out 

Task B 

Suggested answers 

a sports tar ~ flashes past/by 

a butterfly - flutters by/pa st/a round 

a boy with his leg in plaster hobbles by/past/along 

a bee - buzzes past/by/around 

a train - steams past/by/along 

tourists visiting a palace - wander around/past 

a small child in a park - runs around 

a group of boys going to school - muck around 

a teacher going home at the end of a long day - hurries along/past 

522-25 The Most Common Phrasal Verbs 
Up 

i 1 b, 2 c r 3 d, 4 a 

ii 1 c, 2 a, 3 d, 4 b 

Down 

i 1 breaks 2 lets 3 turn 

ii 1 sit 2 keep 3 put 4 bend 5 lie 

On 

1c, 2d, 3 b, 4 a 

Off 

1b, 2c, 3d, 4a 

In 

1 come in 2 check in 3 let sb in 4 breaks in 

Out 

1 fall 2 getting 3 broken 4 came 

Verbs with an adverb and a preposition 

1 hang on to 4 put up with 

2 looking forward to 5 get on with 

3 run out of 



Further practice! class activities 

1 Work with a partner. See who can be first to remember all the verbs in each 
particle group. Remember to use example sentences. 

2 In groups, make up an oral story using the verbs in two or three of the 
participle groups. One person starts the story with a sentence using one of 
the phrasal verbs and the next person has to continue the story using a 
different phrasal verb. Your sentences must show that you understand the 
meaning of the verb. For homework write the story down correctly. 

3 In pairs learn one group of verbs, then teach them, together with their 
context, to another pair in your class. Then test your classmates by asking 
them to give you correct sentences using the verbs you have taught them. 


Meaning Groups 

Daily Routine 

a come from c had .... on e get off g catchup i get back k phone up 

b woke up d setoff f met up h got to j look after 

Business 

c, h, b, d, f, e, a, g 

Opposites 

1c, 2 e, 3d, 4 b, 5 f, € a 


Further practice: class activity 

Work with a partner One of you starts a sentence with one of the verbs in the 
opposites group and the other must complete the sentence using a verb which 
is opposite in meaning. 


Multi-Meaning Verbs 

1 catch up 3 takes off 5 pick her up, pick it up 7 meet up 

2 fallout 4 give up 6 come out 

S26 Test Yourself 

1 b, 2 c, 3 b, 4 c, 5 c, 6 c, 7 b, 8 a, 9 b 

Which meaning? 

i increasing or improving: grow up, bring up, cheer up, hurry up 
completing or finishing: add up, hang up, give up, wake up, shut up 

ii failing: let down, turn down, break down 

movement: sit down, lie down, put down, keep down, bend down 
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Pronunciation 


Phonetic symbols 
Consonants 


p 

pen 

h 

how 

b 

bad 

m 

man 

t 

tea 

n 

no 

d 

did 

9 

sing 

k 

cat 

s 

so 

g 

get 

z 

200 

tf 

chain 

I 

she 

d3 

jam 

3 

vision 

f 

fail 

1 

leg 

V 

van 

r 

red 

0 

thin 

j 

yes 

5 

this 

w 

wet 


Vowels and diphthongs 


i: 

see 

3: 

fur 

i 

happy 

3 

about 

i 

sit 

ei 

say 

e 

ten 

30 

go (Erf?) 

ae 

cat 

oo 

go (AmE) 

a: 

father 

ai 

my 

D 

got 

01 

boy 

o: 

saw 

ao 

now 

u 

put 

13 

near 

u 

actual 

C3 

hair 

u: 

too 

03 

pure 

A 

cup 




The symbol /(r)/ indicates that British pronunciation will have ft! only if a vowel 
sound follows directly at the beginning of the next word, as in pore over; otherwise 
/r/ is omitted. For Amercian English, ah the /r/ sounds should be pronounced. 

Stress in phrasal verbs 

In speech it is important to use the correct stress patterns for phrasal verbs. To help 
with this, verbs are shown in this dictionary with stresses marked using the symbols 
/'/ {= a main stress) and ! t / (= a weaker secondary stress). 

There are two patterns of stress in phrasal verbs. One type has a single stress, and it 
is always on the first word of the verb. Examples are Tome to sth, ’go for sb, Took 
at sth. The other type has two stresses; the first word is marked with a secondary 
stress, and a main stress is put on the second word. Examples are get ’up, ,put sth 
'off, ,go off sth/sb. Remember that sth, sb are not really parts of the verb; they just 
show where other words may be fitted in. So in ,put sth off, the second word of the 
verb is off. 


One-stress verbs 

One-stress verbs keep the single main stress on the first word in all situations No 
stress is put on the second word of the verb (or on any other words which the verb 
may contain). Often the second word of these verbs is a word such as for or at which 
has both strong and weak forms, Generally the weak form of the word should be 
used, but if that word happens to come at the end of a phrase, the strong form 
must be used, even though the word remains unstressed. For example: The washing 
machine is broken , lit have to get it 'looked at. ' Look at is a one-stress verb so the 
main stress is on looked and there is no stress on at But because at is at the end of 
a phrase it is pronounced in its strong form: with vowel /»/ and not hi. 


Two*stress verbs 

Two-stress verbs have the main stress on the second word, and this is the pattern 
that will be used when the verb as a whole is the last important item in a phrase. 

What time are you .coming back? 

He made it 1 up. 

Fill them in. 

But the speaker wilt put a strong stress on any other important word if it comes later 
than the verb. The stress on the second word of the verb is then weakened or lost,, 
especially if it would otherwise be next to the other strong, stress. For example in 
/ t came back early, the verb is .come 'back , but in this sentence there is no main 
stress on back because it would clash with the stress on early. However, if 
something shows that early is not Important and therefore does not need a main 
stress, the main stress would be on back. For example, early might be a repeated 
word,, as in t finished my work early, and l came back early. 

The second stress of two-stress verbs is weakened whether the additional important 
word is put between parts of the phrasal verb, or after all of them. 

Take for example .fill sth 'in. If sth is replaced with an unimportant item such as a 
pronoun, the main stress is on in. as in / Jilted it in But if sth fs replaced with 
something important such as this form, then form receives a main stress, giving 
/ Jilted this 'form in 

In the same way, when the verb is used in the pattern , f 1 11 in st.h, if sth is replaced 
with an important item, the stress on in will be lost, /, filled in a 'form But if sth is 
replaced by something unimportant, such as a repeated word, the main stress will 
be on in: A form? I’ve already Jilted in a form. 

In two-stress verbs with three words, such as .back a'way from, average 'out at, the 
extra word helps to avoid a clash with a following stress and the weakening of the 
stress is optional. So you can say ft averages out at 'fifty, with the stress on out 
weakened, or tt averages out at 'fifty in which the stress on out is kept. There is no 
difference of meaning between the two. 

Stress on patterns with doing. 

Some verbs are shown in the dictionary with forms that include doing (for example 
bank on sb/sth, bank on doing sth, bank on sb/sth doing sth; .get a round to 
sth, get a round to doing sth). Like sb and sth, the. word doing is not part of the 
verb, but shows where another verb must be fitted into the pattern. For example: 
He's banking on going to America or I’m getting around to cleaning the kitchen. The 
verbs with doing follow the same one-stress or two-stress patterns as other phrasal 
verbs. So the one-stress pattern bank on doing sth shows that on never receives a 
stress, even when doing sth is replaced with something unimportant or already 
mentioned; He*. 5 banking on it, or Go to America ? He’s banking on going to 
America. In the same way the two-stress example ,put 'off doing, sth shows that off 
will receive a stress if the verb is the last important word in a phrat-o: Pay thoie bills? 
He’s t putting off paying them. If the doing verb is important, then the stress r n the 
second word of the phrasal verb will be tost: Fm ,putting off writing to her. 
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